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...TO THE HISTORY OF THE THIRTEENTH CONGRESS. 


[FIRST AND SECOND SESSIONS.] 


COMPRISING THE 


FRANCE. 


To the House of Representatives : 

I transmit to the House of Representatives a 
report of the Secretary of State, containing the 
information requested by their resolutions of the 


21st of June last. 
j JAMES MADISON. 
. Suny 12, 1813. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
DI pn July 12, 1813. 

"Fhe Secretary of State, to whom were refer- 

red: several resolutions of the House of Repre- 
seiütatives of the 21st ultimo, requesting informa- 
tion on certain points relating tothe French decree 
öf the 28th of April, 1811, has the honor to make 
to the President the following report: 
In furnishing the information required by the 
House of Representatives, the Secretary of State 
presumes that it might be deemed sufficient for 
him to state what is now demanded. what part 
thereof has been heretofore communicated, and 
to‘supply the deficiency. He considers it, how- 
éver, more conformable to the views of the House, 
to meet; at this time, without regarding what has 
béen already communicated, every inquiry, and 
to give a distinct answer to each, with the proper 
éxplanation relating to it. 

The House of Representatives has requested 
information when, by whom, and in what man- 
ner, the first intelligence was given to this Gov- 
ernment of the decree of the Government of 
France, bearing date on the 28th of April, 1811, 
and purporting to be a definitive repeal of the de- 
erees of Berlin and Milan; whether Mr. Russell, 
late Chargé d’Affaires of the United States to the 
Government of France, ever admitted or denied 
to his Government the correctness of the declara- 
tion of the Duke of Bassano to Mr. Barlow, as 
stated in Mr. Barlow’s letter of the 12th of May, 
1812, to the Secretary of State, that the said decree 
had been communicated tohis (Mr. Barlow’s) pre- 
decessor there; and to lay before the House any 
eorrespondence with Mr. Russell on that subject 
wliich it may not be improper to eommunicate ; 


MOST IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS ORIGINATING DURING THAT CON- 
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and alsoany correspondence between Mr. Russell, 
in possession of the Department of State ; whether 
the Minister of France to the United States ever 
informed this Government of the existence of the 
said decree, and to lay before the House any cor- 
respondence with the said Minister relative there- 
to, hot improper to be communieated, with any 
other information in possession of the Executive, 
which he may not deem it injurious to the publie 
interest to disclose, relative: to the said decree, 
tending to show at what time, by whom, and in 
what manner, it was first made known to this 
Government, or to any of its representatives or 
agents; and lastly, to inform the House whether 
the. Government of the United States has ever 
received from that of France any explanation of 
the reasons of that decree being concealed from 
this Government and its Minister, for so long a 
time after its date; and if such explanation has 
been asked by this Government, and has been 
omitted to be given by that of France, whether 
this Government has made any remonstrance, or 
expressed any dissatisfaction to the Government 
of France at such concealment ? 

These inquiries embrace two distinct objects. 
The first relates to the conduct of the Govern- 
ment of France, in regard to this decree. The 
second, to that of the Government of the United 
States. In satisfying the call of the House on 
this latter point, it seems to be proper to meet it 
in a two-fold view: first, as it relates to the con- 
duct of this Government in this transaction ; 
secondly, as it relates to its conduct towards both 
belligerents, in some important circumstances 
connected with it. The resolutions do not call 
specially for a report of such extent; but as the 
measures of the Executive, and the acts of Con- 
gress founded on communications from the Bx- 
ecutive, which relate to one of the belligerents, 
have, by necessary consequence, an immediate 
relation to the other, such a report seems to be 
obviously comprised within their scope. On this 
principle the report is prepared, in the expecta- 
tion that the more full the information given on 
every branch of the subject, the more satisfactory 
will it be to the House. 

The Secretary of State has the honor to re- 
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port, in reply to these inquiries, that the first in- 
telligence which this Government received of the 


ment of France, long depending, and said to have 
been brought nearly to a conclusion at the time 


French decree of the 28th of April, 1911, was | of Mr. Barlow’s death, was suspended by that 
communicated by Mr. Barlow, in a letter bearing | event. His successor, lately appointed, is author- 


date on the 12th of May, 1812, whieh was re- 
ceived hy this Department on the 13th of July 
following; that the first intiraation to Mr. Bar- 
low of the existence of that decree, as appears by 
his communications, was given by the Duke of 
Bassano in an informal conference on some day 
between the 1st and 10th day of May, 1812, and 
that the official communication of it to Mr. Bar- 
low. was. made on the 10th of that month, at his 
request; that Mr. Barlow transmitted a copy of 
that decree, and of the Duke of Bassano’s letter 
announcing it, to Mr. Russell, in a letter of May 
11, in which he also informed Mr. Russell that 
the Duke of Bassano had stated that the decree 
had been duly communicated to him; that Mr. 
Russell replied, in a letter to Mr. Barlow of the 
29th of May, that his. first knowledge of the de- 
crée was derived from his letter, and that he has 
repeatedly stated the same since to this Govern- 
ment. 'lhe paper marked A is a copy of an ex- 
tract. of Mr. Barlow’s letter to the Department of 
State of May 12, 1812 ;*. B, of the Duke of Bas- 
sano’s letter to Mr. Barlow of the 10th of the 
same. month ;* C, of an extract of Mr. Barlow’s 
letter to Mr. Russell of May 11th; D, of an ex- 
tract of Mr. Russell’s answer of the 29th of May ; 
and E, of Mr. Russell’s letter to the Department 
of State of the 30th. 

The Secretary of State reports, also, that no 
communication of the decree of the 28th of April, 
1811, was ever made to this Government by the 
Minister of France, or other person than as above 
stated, and that no explanation of the cause of its 
not having been communicated to this Govern- 
ment, and published, at the time of its date, was 
ever made to this Government, or, so far as it is 
informed, to the representatives or agents of the 
United States in Europe. The Minister of France 
has been asked to explain the cause of a proceed- 
ing apparently so extraordinary and exception- 
able; who replied, that his first intelligence of 
that decree. was received by the Wasp, in a letter 
from the Duke of Bassano of May 10, 1812, in 
which he expressed his surprise that a prior let- 
ter, of May, 1811, in which he had transmitted a 
copy of the decree, for the information of this 
Government, had not been received. Further 
explanations were expected from Mr, Barlow, 
but none were given. The light in which this 
transaction was viewed by this Government was 
noticed by the President in his Message to Con- 
gress, and communicated also to Mr. Barlow in 
the letter of the 14th of July, 1812, with a view 
to the requisite explanation from the French Gov- 
ernment. On the 9th of May, 1812, the Empe- 
ror left Paris for the North, and in two days there- 
after the Duke of Bassano followed him. A ne- 


ized to resume the negotiation, and to conclude 
it. He is instructed to demand redress of the 
French Government for every injury, and an ex- 
planation of its motive for withholding from this 
Governmenta knowledge of the decree for so long 
a time after its adoption. 


It appears, by the documents referred to, that 


Mr. Barlow lost no time, after having obtained.a 


.knowledge of the existence of the French decree 


of the 28th of April, 1811, in demanding a copy 
of it, and transmitting it to Mr. Russell, who im- 
mediately. laid it before the British Government, 
urging, on the ground of this new proof of the 
repeal of the French decrees, that the British 
Orders in Council should be repealed. Mr. Rus- 
sell's note to Lord Castlereagh bears date on the 
20th of May; Lord Castlereagh’s reply on the 
23d, in which he promised to submit the decree 
to the consideration of the Prince Regent. (See 
papers marked F.) It appears, however, that no 
encouragement was given at that time to hope 
that the Orders in Council would be repealed in 
consequence of that decree; and that, although 
it was afterwards made the ground of their repeal, 
the repeal was, nevertheless, to be ascribed to 
other causes. "Their repeal did not take effect 
until the 23d of June, more than a month after 
the French decree had been laid before the Brit- 
ish Government; a delay indicating in itself, at 
a period so momentous and critical, not merely 
neglect, but disregard of the French decree. That 
the repeal of the British Orders in Council was 
not produced. by the French decree, other proofs 
might be adduced. I will state one which, in 
addition to the evidence contained in the letters 
from Mr. Russell herewith communicated, marked 
G, is deemed conclusive. In the communication 
of Mr. Baker to Mr. Graham, on tbe 9th of Au- 
gust, 1812, marked H, which was founded on in- 
structions from his Government, of as late date 
as the 17th of June, in which he stated that an 
official declaration would be sent to this country, 
proposing a conditional repeal of the Orders 1n 
Council, so far as they affected the United States, 
no notice whatever was taken of the French de- 
eree. One of the conditions then contemplated 
was, that the orders in Council should be revived 
at the end of eight months, unless the conduct of 
the French Government, and the result of the 
communications with the Government of the 
United States should be such as, in the opinion 
of the British Government, to render their revi- 
val unnecessary; a condition which proves 1m0- 
contestably that the French decree was not con- 
sidered by the British Government a sufficient 
ground on which to repeal the Orders in Council. 
It proves, also, that, on that day the British Gov- 


gotiation for the adjustment of injuries and the | ernment had resolved not to repeal the Orders on 


arrangement of our commerce with the Govern- 


` * These two letters were transmitted with the Pres- 
ident’s Message of January 26, 1813. 


the basis of that decree; since the proposed re- 
peal was to depend, not on what the French Gov- 
ernment had already done, but on what it might 
do, and on arrangements entered into with the 
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Wnited "States, unconnected with the French 
repeal: ; : : 
The French decree of the 28th of April, 1811, 
was transmitted to the United States by the Wasp, 
public vessel, whieh had been long awaiting, 
at the.ports of Great Britain and France, de- 
spatches from our Ministers relating to these very 
important concerns with both Governments. It 
Was received at the Department of State on the 
13th:.of July, 1812, nearly a month after the dec- 
‘Jaration. of war against Great Britain. Intelli- 
. gence of the repeal of the Orders in Council was 
not. received.until about the middle of the follow- 
ing. month. It was impossible, therefore, that 
` either-ef these acts, in whatever light they might 
` beviewed, should have been.taken into consider- 
‘ation, or- have had any influence in deciding on 
that important event. 
‘: Had the British Government been disposed to 
repeal its Orders in Council, in conformity with 
the. principle on which it professed to have is- 
sued them, and: on the condition which it had 
itself: prescribed, there was no reason to delay the 
repeal. until such a decree'as that of the 28th of 
April, 1811, should be produced. The declara- 
tion of the French Government of August 5, 1810, 
‘had fully satisfied every claim of the British Gov- 
ernment, according to its own principles on that 
peint. By it the decrees of Berlin and Milan 
were declared to be- repealed, the repeal to take 
:effect on the Ist of November following; on which 
"day it.did. take effect. The only condition at- 
-tached: to it was, either that Great Britain should 
"follow the example, and repeal: her Orders in 
:Gouncil,orthat the United States should carry into 
' effect-against her their.non-importation act. This 
. eondition was, in its ndture, subsequent, not pre- 
eedent; reserving a right in France to revive her 
decrees, in case neither alternative was performed. 
‘By this declaration it was put completely in the 
power of Great Britain to terminate this contro- 
` . -versy in a manner the most honorable to herself. 
France had yielded to her the ground on a con- 
‘dition with which she had declared her willing- 
^. mess to.comply. Had she complied, the non- 
importation act would not have been carried into 
-éffect, nor could the French decrees have been 
revived. By refusing to comply, she has made 
herself responsible for all that has since followed. 
By the decree of the 28th of April, 1811, the 
decrees of Berlin and Milan were said to be de- 
finitively repealed, and the execution of the non- 
importation act against Great Britain was de- 
elared to be the ground of that repeal. The re- 
. peal, announced by the declaration of the 5th of 
.. August, 1810, was absolute and final, except as 
to the condition subsequently attached toit. This 
latter decree acknowledges that that condition 
had been performed, and disclaims the right to 
revive it in consequence of that performance; 
and, extending back to the 1st of November, con- 
firms, in every circumstance, the preceding repeal. 
The latter act, therefore, as to the repeal, is no- 
thing more than a confirmation of the former. 
It isin this sense-that those two acts are to be 
understood in France. It is in the same sense 


that they are to. be regarded by other Powers. 
In repealing the Orders in Council on the pre- 
text of the French decree of the 28th of April, 
1811, the British Government has conceded that 
it ought to have repealed them on the declaration 
of the 5th of August, 1810. It is impossible to 
discriminate between the two acts, or to separate 
them from each other, soas to justify, on sound and 
consistent principles, the repeal of the Orders in: 
Council on the ground of one act, and the refusal 
to repeal them on that of the other. The second: 
act makes the repeal definitive; but for what rea- 
son? Because the non-importation act had been 
put in force against Great Britain, in compliance 
with the condition subsequently attached to the 
former repeal, and her refusal to repeal her Or- 
ders in Council. That act being still in force, 
and the decree of the 28th of April, 1811, being 
expressly founded on it, Great Britain repeals her 
Orders in Council on the basts of this latter de- 
cree. The conclusion is therefore irresistible; 
that by this repeal, under all the circumstances 
attending it, the British Government has ac- 
knowledged the justice of the claim of the Uni- 
ted States toa repeal on the former occasion. 
By accepting the latter repeal, it has sanctioned 
the preceding one. It has sanctioned also the 
conduct of this Government in carrying into 
effect the non-importation act against Great Brit- 
ain, founded on the preceding repeal. , - 
Other important consequences result from this 
repeal of the British Government. By fair and 
obvious construction, the aeceptance of the decree 
of the 28th of April, 1811, as the ground of the 
repeal of the Orders in Council, ought to be con- 
strued to extend back to the 1st of November, 
1810, the day on which the preceding repeal tóok 
effect. The Secretary of State has full confi- 
dence that, if this question could be submitted to 
the judgment of an impartial judicial tribunal, 
such would be its decision. He has equal confi- 
dence that such will be the judgment pronounced 
on it by the enlightened and impartial world. If, 
however, these two acts could be separated from 
each other, so as that the latter might be made 
the basis of the repeal of the Orders in Council, 
distinct from the former, it follows that, bearing 
date on the 28th of April, 1811, the repeal ought 
to have relation to that date. in legal construc- ` 
tion, between nations as well as individuals, acts 
are to be respected from the time they begin to 
operate; and where they impose a moral or po- 
litical obligation on another party, that obliga- 
tion commences with the commencement of the 
act. Butit has been urged that the French de- 
cree was not promulgated or made known to the 
British Government until a year after its date. 
This objection has no force. By accepting an 
act bearing datea year before it was promulgated, 
it is admitted that, in the interval, nothing was 
done repugnanttoit. [t cannot be presumed that 
any Government would accept from another, as 
the basis on which it was to found an important 
measure, an act of anterior and remote date, 
pledging itself to a certain course of conduct, 
which that Government had, in the interval, de- 


Relations with France. 


parted: from and violated. If any Government 
had violated an act, the injunctions of which it 
was bound to observe, by an anterior one in rela- 
tion- to a third party, and which it professed to 
have. observed before its acceptance by the other, 
it-could not be presumed that it would cease to 
violate it after the acceptance. The conclusion 

is. irresistible, that, if the other Government did 
accept such act, with a knowledge of its antece- 
dent violation, as the foundation of any measure 
on its own part, such act must have been the os- 
tensible only, and not the real, motive to such 
measure. , 

. The declaration of the Prince Regent of the 
21st of April, 1812, is in full confirmation. of these 
remarks. By this act of the British Government, 
it is. formally announced, on the authority of a 
xeport of the Secretary of Foreign Affairs to the 
Conservative Senate of France, that the French 
decrees were still in force and that the Orders in 
Council should not be repealed. It cannot fail to 
excite considerable surprise that the British Gov- 
ernment should immediately afterwards, that is, 
on. the 23d of June, repeal its Orders in Coun- 
cil, on. the ground of the French decree of the 
28th. of April, 1811. By this proceeding the Brit- 
ish Government has involved itselfin a manifest 
inconsistency. It has maintained by one aet that 
the French deerees were in full force, and by 
another that they were repealed during the same 
space of time. It admits, also, that by no act of the 
French Government, or of its cruisers, had any vio- 
lation of the repeal, announced by the declaration 
of the French Government of the 5th of August, 
1810, been committed, or, at least, that such vio- 
lation had not had sufficient weight to prevent 
the repeal of the Orders in Council. 

It was objected that the declaration of the 
French Government of the 5th August, 1810, 
was not such an act as the British Government 
pus to haveregarded. The Secretary of State 
is thoroughly satisfied that this objection is alto- 

ether unfounded. It was communicated by the 

mperor through his highest official organ, the 
Secretary of Foreign Affairs, to the Minister 
Plenipotentiary of the United States at Paris. 
It is impossible to conceive an act more formal, 
authentic, or obligatory on the French Govern- 
ment than that alluded to. Does one Govern- 
ment ever ask or expect from another to secure 
the performance of any duty, however important, 
more than its official pledge, fairly and fully ex- 
pressed? Can better security be given for its 
performance? Had there been any doubt on this 


subject, the conduct of Great Britain herself, in j 


similar cases, would have completely removed it. 
'The whole history of her diplomatic intercourse 
with other Powers, on the subject of blockade, is 
in accord with this proceeding of the French 
Government. We know that when her Govern- 
ment institutes a blockade, the Secretary of For- 
eign Affairs announces it to the Ministers of 
ether Powers at London, and that the same form 
is observed when they are revoked. Nor was the 
authenticity of either act, thus announced, ever 
questioned. 


. Had a similar declaration been made by the 
Minister of France in the United States to this 
Government, by the order of his own, would it 
not have been entitled to respect, and been re- 
spected? By the usage of nations such respect 
could not have been withheld. The arrangement 
made with Mr. Erskine is a full proof of the good 
faith of this Government, and of its impartiality 
in its transactions with both the belligerents. I¢ 
was made with that Minister on the ground of 
his public eharacter, and the confidence due to it; 
on which basis the non-intercourse was removed 
as to England, and left in full foree against 
France. The failure of that arrangement was 
imputable to the British Government alone, who, 
in rejecting it, took on. itself a high responsi- 
bility; not simply in regard to the consequences 
attending it, but in disavowing and annulling the 
act of its Minister, without showing that he had 
exceeded hisauthority. In accepting the declar- 
ation of the French Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
in proof of the French repeal, the United States 
gave no proof of improper credence to the Gov- 
ernment of France. On a comparison of both 
transactions it will appear, that if a marked con- 
fidence and respect was showü to either Govern- 
ment, it was to thatof Great Britain. . Iu aecept- 
ing the declaration of the Government of France, 
in the presence of the Emperor, the United States 
stood on more secure ground than in accepting 
that of a British Minister in this country. 

To the demand made by the United States of 
the repeal of the British Orders in Council, 
founded on the basis of the French repeal of 
August 5, 1810, the British Government replied, 
by demanding a copy of the orders issued by the 
French Government for éarrying into effect that 
repeal; a demand without example in the inter- 
course between nations. By this demand it 
ceased to be a question whether the French re- 
peal was of sufficient extent, ot was founded on 
justifiable conditions. The pledge of the French 
Government was doubted; a scrutiny was to be 
instituted as to the manner in-which it was to be 
discharged; and its faith preserved, not by the 
subsequent conduct. of its cruisers towards: the 
vessels of the United States, but by a copy of the 
orders given to its cruisers. Where would this 
end? If the French Gavernment intended a 
fraud by its declaration of repeal, announced to 
the Minister of the United States, and afterwards 
to this Government, might it not likewise eom- 
mit a fraud in any other communication which 
it might make? If credit was refused by the 
British Government to the act of the French 
Government, thus formally announced, is it prob- 
able that it would have been given by it to any 
document of inferior character, directed to its 
own people? Although it was the policy, and 
might be the interest of the British Government 
to engage the United States in such a eontro: 
versy with the French Government, it was fat 
from comporting with their interests to do it. 
They considered it their duty to accept the repeal 
already made by the French Government of its 
decrees, and to look to its conduct, and to that of 
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its cruisers; sanctiéned by the Government, for 
the-faithful performance or violation of it. The 
Wnited States. having been injured by both Pow- 
ets, were unwilling, in their exertions to obtain 
justice of either, to become the instrument of the 
other. . They. were the less inclined to it in the 
~ present instance, from the consideration that the 
. party making the pressure on them maintained 
_ dn full foree its unlawful edicts against the Ameri- 
. can commerce, while it could not deny that a 
.. eonsiderable advance at least had been made by 
the other towards a complete accommodation; it 
being manifest to the world, not only that the 
faith of the French Government ‘stood pledged 
for the. repeal of its decrees, but that the repeal 
did. take effect on the 1st of November, 1810, in 
. regard to the United States; that several Ameri- 
^ an vessels taken under them had been delivered 
: ap; and judicial decisions suspended on all, by 
its order; and that it also continued to give the 
most, positive assurances that the repeal should 
: he faithfully observed. 
. vit has. also been urged. that the French repeal 
was conditional, and for that reason could not be 
' accepted. This objection has already been fully 
answered. It merits attention, however, that the 
acts of the British Government relating to this 
subject, particularly the declaration of the 21st 
April, 1812, and the repeal of that of the 23d 
‘Sune of the same year, are equally and in like 
‘manner conditional. It is not a little surprising 
that the British Government should have ob- 
jeeted to a measure in another Government to 
'" which: i£ has itself given a sanction ‘by its own 
acts.: It is proper, however, to remark, that this 
objection hás been completely waived and given 
up. by: the acceptance of the decree of the 28th of 
April, 1811. 
. The British Government has urged, also, that 
‘it could not contide in the faithful performance 
by the French Government of any engagement 
it might enter into relative to the repeal of its de- 
` crees. This objection would be equally applica- 
ble to any other compact to be entered into with 
France. While maintained, it would be a bar to 
any treaty, even to a treaty of peace, between 
them. But it also has been admitted to be un- 
founded by the acceptance of the decree of the 
.88tb April, 1811. 
‘The Secretary of State presumes that these 
. facts and explanations, supported as they are by 
‘anthentie documents, prove: First, that the re- 
peal of the British Orders in Council was not to 
. be aseribed to the French decree bearing date on 
the 28th April, 1811; and, secondly, that in mak- 
ing that decree the basis of their repeal, the Brit- 
ish Government has conceded that it ought to 
have repealed them on the ground of the declar- 
ation .of the French Government of the 5th 
August, 1810, so as to take effect on the Ist No- 
vember following. To what cause the repeal of 
the British Orders in Council was justly attrib- 
utable cannot now remain a doubt with any who 


they have not submitted to privations in vain. 
The discussion of other wrongs, particularly 
that relating to impressment, had been closed 
some time before the period alluded to. It was 
unworthy the character of the United States to 
pursue the discussion on that difference, when it 
was evident that no advantage could be derived 
from it. The right was reserved to be brought 
forward and urged again when it might be done 
with effect. In the meantime, the practice. of 
impressment was persevered in with rigor. 

At the time when war was declared against 
Great Britain; no satisfactory arrangement was 
offered, or likely to be obtained, respecting im- 
pressment; and nothing was more remote from 
the expectation of this Government than. the re- 
peal of the Orders in Council. Every circum- 
stance which had occurred tending to illustrate 
the policy and views of the British Government 
rendered such an event altogether improbable. 
From the commencement of that system of hos- 


| tility which Great Britain had adopted against 


the United States, her pretensions had gradually 
inereased, or at least become more fully unfolded, 
according to circumstanees, until, at the moment 
when war was declared, they had assumed a char- 
acter which dispelled all prospect of aceommoda- . 
tion. The Orders in Couneil were said to- have 
been adopted on a prineiple of retaliation on 
France, although at the time when the order of 
May, 1806, was issued, no measure of France 
had occurred on, which it could be retaliatory; 
and at the date of the next order, (January, 1807,) 
it was hardly possible that this Government 
should have even heard of the decree of Berlin 
to which it related. It was stated at the time of 
their adoption, and for some time afterwards, that 
they should be revoked as soon as France revoked. 
her decrees, and that the British Government 
would proceed with the Government of France 
pari passu in the revocation. After the declara- 
tion, however, of the French Government of the 
5th August, 1810, by which the Berlin and Milan 
deerees were declared to be repealed, the British 
Government changed its tone, and continued to 
rise in its demands to the moment that war was 
declared. It objected, first, that the French re- 
peal was conditional and not absolute: although 
the only condition attached to it was, that Gireat 
Britain should follow the example, or the United 
States fulfil their pledge, by executing the nou- 
importation act against her. 1t was then de- 
manded that France should repeal her internal 
regulations, as a condition of the repeal of the 
British Orders in Council ; next, that the French 
repeal should be extended to all neutral nations 
as well as to the United States; and, lastly, that 
the ports of her enemies, and all ports from which 
the British flag was excluded, should be opened 
to British manufactures in American vessels; 
conditions so extravagant as to satisfy all dispas- 
sionate minds that they were demanded, not in 
the expectation that they would or could be com- 


' have marked, with a just discernment, the course | plied with, but to terminate the discussion. 


of events. It must afford great consolation to 


On full consideration of all circumstances, it 


the: good people of these States to know that! appeared that the period had arrived when it 
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became the duty of the United States to take 
that attitude with Great Britain which was due 
to their violated rights, to the security of their 
‘most important interests, and to their character 
asan independent nation. To have shrunk from 
the crisis would have been to abandon everything 
valuable to a free people. The surrender of our 
seamen to British impressment, with the destruc- 
tion of our navigation and commerce, would not 
‘have been its only evils. The desolation of prop- 
erty, however great and widely spread, affects an 
-interest which admits of repair. The wound is 
incurable only which fixes a stigma on the na- 
tional honor. While the spirit of the people is 
unsubdued, there will always be found in their 
virtue a resource equal to the greatest dangers 
and most trying emergencies. Itis in the nature 
of free.Government to inspire in the body of the 
.people generous and noble sentiments; and it is 
the duty of the constituted authorities to cherish 
and to appeal to those sentiments and to rely on 
the patriotic support of their constituents. Had 
they: proved themselves unequal to the crisis, the 
most fatal consequences would have resulted from 
it.. The. proof of their weakness would have 
been recorded; but not on them alone would its 
baneful effect have been visited. It would have 
shaken the foundation of the Government itself, 
and even of. the sacred principles of the Revolu- 
tion, on which all our political institutions de- 
end. Yielding to the pretensions of a foreign 
ower, without making a manly effort in defence 
of our rights; without appealing to the virtue of 
the people or to the strength of our Union, it 
would have been charged, and believed, that in 
‘these sources lay the hidden defects. Where 
would the good people of these States have been 
able to make another stand? Where would have 
been their rallying point? The Government of 
their choice having been dishonored; its weak- 
ness, and that-of their institutions demonstrated, 
the triumph of the enemy would have been com- 
plete. It would also have been durable. 

The constituted authorities of the United 
States neither dreaded nor anticipated these evils. 
They had full confidence in the strength of the 
Union, in the firmness and virtue of the people, 
and were satisfied, when the appeal should be 
made, that ample proof would be afforded that 
their confidence had not been misplaced. For- 
eign pressure, it was not doubted, would soon dis- 
sipate foreign partialities and prejudices, if such 
existed, and unite us more closely together as one 
people. 

In declaring war against Great Britain, the 
United States have placed themselves in a situa- 
tion to retort the hostility which they had so 
long suffered from the British Government. The 
maintenance of their rights was the object of the 
war. Of the desire of this Government to ter- 
minate the war on honorable conditions, ample 
proof has been afforded by the proposition made 
to the British Government, immediately after 
the declaration of war, through the Chargé d'A- 
faires of the United States at London, and 
by the promptitude and manner of the accept- 


ance of the mediation of the Emperor of. Russia, 
It was anticipated by some that a declaration 
of war against Great Britain would force the 
United States into a close connexion with her 
adversary, much to their disadvantage. The Sec- 
retary of State thinks: it proper to remark, that 
nothing is more remote from the fact. The dis. 
crimination in favor of France, according to 
law, in consequence of her acceptance of the 
proposition made equally to both Powers, pro- 
duced a difference between them in that special 
case, but in that only. The war with England 
was declared without any concert or communi- 
cation with the French Government; it has pro- 
duced no connexion between the United States 
and France, or any understanding as to its prose- 
cution, continuance, or termination; "The osten- 
sible relation between the two countries is the 
true and only one. The United States have just 
claims on France for spoliations on their com- 
merce on the high seas, and in the ports of 
France; and their late Minister was, and their 
present Minister is, instructed to demand repara- 
tion for these injuries, and to press it with the 
energy due to the justice of their claims, and. to 
the character of the United States. The result 
of the negotiation will be communicated to Con- 
gress in due time. The papers marked I contain 
copies of two letters, addressed from this Depart- 
ment to Mr. Barlow; one of the 16th June, 1812, 
just before the declaration of war; the other, of 
the 14th July following, which show distinetly 
the relation existing between the United States 
and F'rance at that interesting period. No change 
has since occurred in it. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
JAMES MONROE. 


The PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Copy of a letter from the Minister of Finance to the 
Count of Sussy, Counsellor of State, Director Gen- 
eral of the Customs. 

DzozMnzR 15, 1810. 
On the 5th of last August the Minister. of For- 
eign Relations wrote to Mr. Armstrong, Minister 

Plenipotentiary of the-United States of America, 

that the Berlin and Milan decrees were revoked, 

and that, after the 1st of November, they would 
cease to have effect; it being well understood 
that, in consequence of this declaration, the Eng- 
lish would revoke their Orders in Council, and 
renounce the new principles of blockade which 
they wished to establish, or that the United States, 
in conformity to the act communicated, should 
cause their rights to be respected by the English. 

On the communication of this note, the Presi- 
dent of the United States issued, on the 2d of INo- 
vember, a proelamation, which announces the 
revocation of the Berlin and Milan decrees after 
the ist of November; and which declares that, 
in consequence thereof, all the restrictions 1m- 
posed by the aet of the 1st of May, 1809; should 
cease with respect to Franceand her dependencies. 

The same day the Treasury Department ad- 
dressed to the collector of the customs a circular, 
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which directs them- to admit into the ports and | ocation of the English Orders in Council, and of 
waters of the United States armed French vessels, | all the acts violating the neutrality of the United 
and enjoins it on them to apply, after the 2d of States, should not be announced by the Treasury 
February next, the law of the 1st of May, 1809, Department. 
prohibiting all commercial relation to English! In consequence of this engagement, entered 
vessels, of every description, as well as to produc- | into by the Government of the United States to. 
tions of the soil, industry, or commerce of Eng- | cause their rights to be respected, His Majesty 
land and her dependencies. — orders that all the causes that may be pending in 
-His Majesty having seen in these two pieces | the Council of Prizes of captures of American 
the enunciation of the measures which the Amer- | vessels made after the Ist of November, and those 
., leans propose taking on the 2d of February next, | that may in future be brought before it, shall not 
to-cause their rights to be respected, has ordered | be judged according to the principles of the de- 
me to inform you that the Berlin and Milan de- | crees of Berlin and Milan, but that they shall re- 
crees must not be applied to any American ves- main suspended; the vessels captured or seized 
sels that have entered our ports since the 1st of | to remain only in a state of sequestration, and the 
November, or may enter in future; and that those | rights of the proprietors being reserved for them 
which have been sequestered, as being In contra- | until the 2d of February next, the period at which 
| vention of these decrees, must be the object of a | the United States having fulfilled the engagements 
^" special report. . to cause their rights to be respected, the said cap- 
On the 2d of February I shall acquaint you | tures shall be declared null by the council, and 
with the intention of the Emperor with regard to | the American vessels restored, together with their 
the definitive measures to be taken for distinguish- į cargoes, to their proprietors. 
ing and favoring the American navigation. | Receive, Mr. President, the new assurances of 
I have the honor to salute you. my most distinguished consideration, 
The Minister of Finance, THE DUKE OF MASSA. 
. .THE DUKE OF GAETE. C à 
Copy of a letter from his Excellency the Grand Judge, Extract of a letter from Mr. Barlow to Mr. Russell. 


inister of Justice, to the Counsellor of State, Pres- Paris, May 11, 1812. 
* ident of the Council of Prizes. Ihave concluded to despatch the Wasp to Eng- 
French Empire. land, expressly to carry to you the documents 


herewith enclosed. 
UM. Pants Dec. 26, 1810. I was not a little surpri 
pee . y : prised to learn by the dec- 
erigens ne Mn ue Lic Be laration of the Prince Regent in Council, of the 
King, addressed on the 5th of August last to the 21st of April, that it was still believed by the 


as bo h ; British Government that the French decrees of 
Plenipotentiary ata ie Aa A ne Berlin and Milan yet remained in force, as appli- 
a note containing the following words : e Uni d 7 
“Iam authorized to declare to you that the cable to the United States. On reading that dee 


à : : laration, I therefore addressed to the Duke of 
decrees of Berlin and Milan are revoked, and that Bassano anote. beating gate ihe dat of Maycot 
after the 1st of November they will cease to have | which [enclose vous copy Y: 
effect ; it being well bar eT ae us AM re. This drew fom him the answer of which I 
quence of this declaration the English will re- |). u; : : 
voke their Orders in Council, and renounce the likewise hand you a copy, with the three doc 


Ad : : uments that accompanied it. The most remark- 
ate Wee Or det te Usted Staten, fa pier ii) able of these is the decree of the 28th April, 1811. 


: y A +; This piece I had never before seen; it appears 
ity to the act you have just communicated, will | hat it had not been published at the time of its 
cause their rights to be respected by the English. date, and, not finding it among the archives of 
i iP Un ta uie Waiter States of es this Legation, I suspect that, by some omission 
note, the Fresident of the United States issued, | or neglect, it was not communicated to you as it 
on the 2d of November, a proclamation, to an- | oy chtto have been. The Duke, however, assures 
mounce the revocation of the decrees of Berlin | he that it was so communicated. Be this as it 
and Milan, and declared that, in consequence may, I am convinced it has not been made known 
- thereof, all the restrictions imposed by the aet of | 15 tke Pritish Government 

the Ist May must cease with respect to France : 

and her dependencies. On the same day the Trea- 
sury Department addressed a circular to all the 
collectors of the customs of the United States, 
which enjoins them to admit into the ports and 
waters of the United States, armed French ves- 
sels; prescribes to them to apply, after the 2d of 
February next, to English vessels of every de- 
scription, and to the productions arising from the 
soil and industry or the commerce at England 
and her dependencies, the law which prohibits 
ali commercial relations, if at that period the rev- 


D. 
Extract of a letter from Mr. Russell to Mr. Barlow. 

Lonvon, May 29, 1812. 

Your letter of the 11th of this month, with its 

enclosures, was handed me on the 20th, and I 
immediately communicated copies of the letters 
from the French Minister of the 21st of Decem- 
ber, 1810, and also of the decree of the 28th of 
April, 1811, to this Government. "The letters 
were already known; but the decree, from th 
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cause undoubtedly which you so justly assign, 
namely “an omission or neglect in not having 
communicated it to me,” was entirely new. 

The Duke of Bassano has unquestionably full 
faith in what he assures you, but the date of the 
decree is so very remote, that it is not surprising 
that our memories should not accord on the 
subject. . 


E. 
Extract of a letter from Mr. Russell to Mr. Monroe. 
Lonpon, May 30, 1812. 

With regard to the French decree of the 28th 
of April, 1811, Mr. Barlow, in a letter to me, 
makes the following remarks: “ This piece I had 
never before seen; it seems that it had not been 
published at the time of its date ; and not finding 
it among the archives-of this Legation, I suspect 
that, by some omission or neglect, it was not com- 
municated to you, as it ought to have been. The 
Duke assures me, however, that it was so com- 
municated. : Be this as it may, I am convinced it 
has.not been made known to the British Govern- 
ment.” [content myself with saying, that, until 
communicated to me by Mr. Barlow, I had never 
heard of such a thing. I persuade myself that 
there is no necessity of my adding any further ex- 
planation or comment on this strange business. 

With great respect, I am, sir, &c. 

JONATHAN RUSSELL. 


F. 
Mr. Russell to Mr. Monroe. 
Lonnon, May 25, 1812. 


Sin: I have the honor to hand you herein a 
copy of my note of the 20th of this month, com- 
municating to Lord Castlereagh a decree of the 
French Government, dated the 28th of April, 
1811, and two letters of the French Minister, of 
the 25th of December, 1810. I also send you 
copies of that decree and of a note from his Lord- 
ship, acknowledging the receipt of my commu- 
nication, and engaging to submit the documents 
above mentioned to His Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent. 

I have the honor to be, with profound respect, 
sir, your faithful servant. 

JONATHAN RUSSELL. 

The Hon James Monnoz, &c. 


Mr. Russell to Lord Castlereagh. 
18, BENTINCK STREET, May 20, 1812. 
The undersigned, Chargé des Affaires of the 
United States of America, has the honor to trans- 
mit to Lord Castlereagh authentic copies of a 
decree purporting to be passed by the Emperor of 
the French on the 28th day of April, 1811; of a 
letter addressed by the French Minister of Fi- 
nances to the Director General of the Customs, 
on the 25th day of December, 1810; and of ano- 
ther letter of the same date from the French Min- 
ister of Justice to the President of the Council of 
Prizes. 
-As these acts explicitly recognise the revoca- 
Uon of the Berlin and Milan decrees in relation 


‘to the United States, and distinctly make -this 
revocation to take effect from the ist day of Nox 


vember, 1810, the undersigned cannot but persuade 
himself that they will, in the official and authentié 
form in which they are now presented to His: 
Britannic Majesty’s Government, remove all 
doubt with respect to the revocation in question, 
and, joined with all the powerful considerations 
of justice and expediency so often suggested, lead 
to a like repeal of the British Orders in Council, 
and thereby to a renewal of that perfect amity 
and unrestricted intercourse between this country 
and the United States which the obvious interests 
of both nations require. ; 
The undersigned avails himself of this occasion 
toassure his Lordship of his highest consideration, 
JONATHAN RUSSELL. ` 
Lorn Viscount CASTLEREAGH, &e. to 
Nors.—For the enclosures, see correspondence 


between Mr. Barlow and the Duke of Bassano, 
communicated herewith. 


Lord Castlereagh to Mr. Russell. 


Foreien Orricr, May 23, 1812. 

Lord Castlereagh presents his compliments to 
Mr. Russell, and has the honor to acknowledge 
the receipt of his official note of the 21st instant, 
transmitting copies of two official letters of the 
French Minister, dated December 25, 1810, and 
of a decree of the French Government, bearing 
date the 28th of April, 1811. AN 

Lord Castlereagh will immediately lay these 
documents before His Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent, and avails himself of this opportunity te: 
renew to Mr. Russell the assurances of his high. 
consideration. . : 

Jonatuan RUSSELL, Esq., &c. 


G. 
Mr. Russell to Mr. Monroe. [n 
Lonpvon, May 25, 1812; 


Sin: The assassination of Mr. Perceval has led 


to a dissolution of his Ministry, and I hope may 
lead to an abandonment of his system, as far as 
we are concerned. : 
The. vote on the motion of Mr. Stuart Wort- 
ley on the 21st, for an address to the Prince Re- 
gent to form a more efficient Administration, has 
driven the old Ministers to offer their resignation. 


The new arrangements are intrusted to Lord: 


Wellesley, but nothing is yet effected. E 

Mr. Canning appears to be associated with his 
Lordship in this business, which I cannot con 
sider as a circumstance very auspicious to us. —. 

There will, undoubtedly, be much difficulty i 
forming the new Cabinet, None of the old Minis» 
ters will act under Lord Wellesley, he having so 
recently refused toact underthem. Besides, there 
is considerable difference on essential points of 
policy. The members of Opposition have a re- 
pugnanee to act under any leader not taken from 
their own ranks, and they certainly will not con- 
stitute a part of any Administration that does not 
adopt their system, . 

The probability therefore is, that either Lord 


2016 


8077 


2078 


Relations with France. 


Wellesley and Mr. Canning will not succeed in 
performing the.task imposed upon them, or that 
they will perform it so imperfectly as to expose 
their work to early destruction. 

Whatever may be the ingredients of which the 
new Cabinet may be composed, I am not altoge- 
ther without hope that the Orders in Council will 
be.modified, if not removed. The effects of our 
embargo, the evidence before Parliament of the 
distresses occasioned by those orders, and the 
change of Ministers itself, afford both cause and 
eolor for this proceeding. 

: I say. nothing of the French decree, of which 
I this day. send you a copy, as, without the cir- 
cumstances just mentioned, it would, I am per- 
suaded, have been disregarded. 

Į shall dismiss the Wasp as soon as the new 
Ministry is formed, or before, unless that event 
happens ina few.days. Shewill return to Cher- 
bourg. With great respect, lam, &c. 

JONATHAN RUSSELL. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Russell to Mr. Monroe. 


Lonpon, June 13, 1812. 


"The difficulty which has been encountered in 

forming a new Cabinet has appeared to render it 
necessary to support the old one; and upon this 
ground the House of Commons appear to have 
acted last evening, in giving to Ministers, on the 
second motion of Mr. Wortley, a majority of one 
. hundred. and twenty-five. 
" Notwithstanding these inauspicious circum- 
stances, and all the prejudice of the men now in 
place.respecting the United States, yet I know 
-not how the Orders in Council can be maintained 
without the most serious consequences both to 
this Government and country. It is impossible, 
An the face of the evidence now before Parliament, 
_to deny the vital importance of our intercourse to 
this nation ; and, obstinate as the Ministry is, I do 
` hot entirely despair that it will be forced from 
its system, or from power. I have some slender 
- „hope that this evidence may, even on the motion 
of Mr. Brougham on Tuesday next, produce some 
change, although it hardly seems probable that 
the Ministers will allow the question to come on 
without the certainty of a triumph. 


Mr. Russell to Mr. Monroe. 


Lonpon, June 18, 1812. 
Si: I hand you herein the Times of yester- 
day, containing the debate in the House of Com- 
mous ‘on the preceding evening relative to the 
Orders in. Council. From this debate, it appears 
that these measures.are to be abandoned, but as 
yet-no official extinction of. them has been an- 
“nounced. The. time already elapsed since the 
declaration of Lord Castlereagh, excites a suspi- 
-eion that either the promised revocation will not 
take place, or, what is:more probable, some other 
measure equally unjust is now under considera- 

-tion to replace those which are to be revoked. 
lhope, until the doings here are ascertained 


with certainty and precision, there will be no re- 
laxation on our part. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 
JONATHAN RUSSELL. 


Extracts of a letter from Mr. Russell to Mr. Monroe. 
Lonpon, June 30, 1812. 


I have at length had the satisfaction to an- 
nounce to you, in my letters of the 26th instant, 
the revocation of the Orders in Council. 

You will, without doubt, be somewhat sur- 
prised that this revocation is founded on the 
French decree of the 28th of April, 1811. 

The real cause of the revocation is the meas- 
ures of our Government. These measures have 
produced a degree of distress among the manu- 
facturers of this country that was becoming in- 
tolerable; and an apprehension of still greater 
misery, from the calamities of war, drove them to 
speak a language which could not be misunder- 
stood or disregarded. 

Many members of the House of Commons, 
who had been the advocates of the Orders in 
Council, particularly Mr. Wilberforce, and others 
from the northern counties, were forced now to 
make a stand against them, or to meet the indig- 
nation of their constituents at the approaching 
election. It is, therefore, the country, and not the 
Opposition, which has driven the Ministers to 
yield on this occasion; and the eloquence of Mr. 
Brougham would have been in vain, had it been 
destitute of this support. 

What has now been done, has been most reluct- 
antly done, and yielded to eoercion instead of 
being dictated by a spirit of justice and concilia- 
tion. 'The Ministers were resolved to concede 
nothing until the last extremity. Lord Castle- 
reagh undoubtedly went down to the House of 
Commons, on the 16th instant, determined to pre- 
serve the Orders in Council in their full force; 
and, when he perceived that he should be in the 
minority, he endeavored to compromise, by giving 
up as little as possible. 

It was decided by the Cabinet, in consequence 
of the vague declarations of his Lordship on that 
night, to suspend the Orders in Council, and to 
make this suspension to depend upon conditions 
to be previously proposed to the United States. 
Driven from this ground by the motion of Mr. 
Brougham for the eall of the House for Thurs- 
day, the 25th of this month, the Ministers at 
length issued the order of the 23d; and even this 
order was carried in the Cabinet by a small ma- 
jority, only five members voting against it. With 
these facts before me, I feel myself constrained to 
chasten my exultation on what has taken place, 
with some fear of a return of the old injustice in 
a new form. 


H. 
Mr. Graham to Mr. Russell. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, Aug. 9, 1812, 


Sin: The Secretary left this city about ten days 
ago on a short visit to Virginia. Since that pe- 
riod, Mr. Baker has, in consequence of some de- 
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spatches from his Government, addressed to Mr. 
oster, made to me a communication respecting 
the intentions of his Government in regard to the 
Orders in Council. It was of a character, how- 
ever, so entirely informal and confidential, that 
Mr. Baker did not feel himself at liberty to make 
itin the form of a note, verbal, or pro memoria, 
or even permit me to take a memorandum of it 
at the time he made it. As it authorizes an ex- 
pectation that something more precise and defi- 
nite, in an official form, may soon be received by 
this Government, it is the less necessary that I 
should go into an explanation of the views of the 
Presideut in relation to it, more particularly as 
the Secretary of State is daily expected, and will 
be able to do it in a more satisfactory manner. 

I refer you to the enclosed papers for informa- 
tion as to the maritime and military movements 
‘incident to the war, and will add, that the Presi- 
'dent is anxious to know, as soon as possible, the 
result of the proposals you were authorized to 
make to the British Government respecting an 
armistice. He considers them so fair and reason- 
‘able, that he cannot but hope that they will be 
aéceded to, and thus be the means of hastening 
an honorable and permanent peace. 

I have the honor, &c. 
. JOHN GRAHAM. 

JoNATHAN RussELL, Esq., &c. 


Mr. Graham to Mr. Russell. 
Department oF STATE, Aug. 10, 1812. 


. Bir: Thinking that it may possibly be useful 
to you, I do myself the honor to enclose a mem- 
orandum of the conversation between Mr. Baker 
and myself, alluded to in my letter of this date: 
From a conversation with Mr. Baker, since this 
memorandum was made, I find that I was correct 
in representing to the President that the intima- 
tion from Mr. Foster and the British authorities 
at Halifax was to be understood as connected 
with a suspension of hostilities on the frontiers of 
Canada. Ihave the honor, &c. 
JOHN GRAHAM. 
JowmATBAN RUssELL, Esq., &c. 


- [Memorandum referred to in the above letter.] 

Mr. Baker verbally communicated to me, for 
the information of the President, that he had re- 
ceived despatches from his Government, address- 
ed to Mr. Foster, (dated, I believe, about the 17th 
June,) from which he was authorized to say, that 
an official declaration would be sent to this coun- 
try ; that the Orders in Council, so far as they 
affected the United States, would be repealed on 
the 1st of August, to be revived on the 1st May, 
1813, unless the conduct of the French Govern- 
ment, and the result of the communications with 
the American Government, should be such as, in 
the opinion of His Majesty, to render their re- 
vival unnecessary. Mr. Baker moreover stated, 
that the orders would be revived, provided the 
American Government did not, within fourteen 
days after they received the official declaration of 
their repeal, admit British armed vessels into 
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their ports, and put an end to the restrictive 
measures which had grown out of the Orders.in 
Council. 2 

The despatches authorizing the communica- 
tion to the American Government, expressly di- 
rected that it should be made verbally ; and Mr. 
Baker did not consider himself at liberty to re- 
duce it to writing, even in the form of a note, 
verbal or pro memoria, or to suffer me to takea 
memorandum of his communication at the time 
he made it. [understood from him that, the de- 
spatches had been opened by Mr. Foster at Hali- 
fax, who, in consequence of a conversation he 
had had with Vice Admiral Sawyer and Sir John 
Sherbrooke, had authorized Mr. Baker to say that 
these gentlemen would agree, as a measure lead- 
ing to a suspension of hostilities, that all captures 
made after a day to be fixed should not be pro- 
ceeded against immediately, but be detained: -to 
await the future decision of the two Governments. 
Mr. Foster had not seen Sir George Prevost, but 
had written to him by express, and did not doubt 
but.that he would agree to an arrangement for 
the temporary suspension of hostilities. Mr. Ba- 
ker also stated, that he had received an authority 
from Mr. Foster to aet as Chargé d'Affaires, pro- 
vided the American Government would receive 
him in that character, for the purpose of enabling 
him officially to communicate the declaration 
which was to be expected from the British Gov- 
ernment; his functions to be understood, of course, 
as ceasing on the renewal of hostilities. I replied 
that, although to so general and informal a com- 
munieation no answer might be necessary, and 
certainly no particular answer expected, yet I was 
authorized to say, that the communication is re- 
ceived with sincere satisfaction, as it is hoped that 
the spirit in which it was authorized by his Gov- 
ernment may lead to such further communica- 
tions as will open the way, not only foran early 
and satisfactory termination of existing hostilities, 
but to that entire adjustment of all the differences 
which produeed them, and to that permanent 
peace and solid friendship which ought to be mu- 
tually desired by both countries, and which is 
sincerely desired by this. 

With this desire, an authority was given to 
Mr. Russell on the subject of an armistice, as in- 
troductory to a final pacification, as has been 
made known to Mr. Foster; and the same desire 
will be felt on the receipt of the further and more 
particular communications which are shortly to 
be expected. ' 

With respect to the joint intimation from Mr. 
Foster and the British authorities at Halifax, on 
the subject of suspending judicial proceedings 10 
the case of maritime captures, to be accompanied 
by a suspension of military operations, the au- 
thority given to Mr. Russell, just alluded to, and 
of which Mr. Foster was the bearer, is full_proof 
of the solicitude of the Government of the United 
States to bring about a general suspension of hos- 
tilities on admissible terms, with as little delay as 
possible. It was not to be doubted, therefore, that 
any other practicable expedient for attaining a 
similar result would readily be concurred in. 
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Upon the most favorable consideration, however, 
which could be given to the expedient suggested 
throagh him, it did not appear to be reducibie to 
any practical shape to which the Executive would 
be authorized to. give it the necessary sanction. 
Nor, indeed, is it probable, if it was less liable to 
insuperable difficulties, that it could have any ma- 
terial effect previous to the result of the pacific 
‘advance made by .this Government, and which 
must, if favorably received, become operative as 
soon as any other arrangement that could now be 
‘made. It was stated to Mr. Baker, that the Pres- 
ident did not, under existing circumstances, con- 
sider Mr. Foster as vested with the power of ap- 
pointing a Chargé d'Affaires; but that no diffi- 
-culty,in point of form, would be made, as any 
authentic communication through him, or any 
-other channel, would be received with attention 
and respect. 


Mr. Monroe to Mr. Barlow. 
Department or STATE, June 16, 1812. 


Sir: An act declaring war against Great Brit- 
.ain will probably pass both Houses on this day or 
to-morrow. It has already passed the House of 

Representatives, and, from what is known of the 
disposition of the Senate, its assent is expected 
without delay. 

. This result:has grown out of the continued ag- 
gressions of that Power on our commerce. Prop- 
,ositions were made in both Houses of Congress 
.to comprise France in the same declaration; and 
in the Senate the vote was fifteen for, to seven- 
. tegù;against it.. In the other House the majority 
against it was proportionably greater. Its defeat 
jn both Houses has been, doubtless, in a great 
measure, owing to a*passage in your last letter, 
which intimated the intention of the French Gov- 
„ernment to make some proposition in favor of in- 
, :demnities, to be comprised in the treaty you were 
' ,Hegotiatiag, whereby an expectation was excited 
that that interest would be provided for, and satis- 
faction given on the other grounds of complaint 
¿against France. The sentiment in both Houses, 
.as.it is with the nation generally, produced by so 
.mány acts of injustice, for which reparation has 
bot, been made, is strong against France. The 
. atrival of the Wasp, which you promised to des- 
. „patch in two or three weeks from the date of 
, your last letter, with the result of your labors, and 
Which may be now daily expected, was another | 
„motive for delaying ulterior measures with respect | 
to her. In advising the war against England, as 
. was distinctly implied by the late Message which 
.brought that subject under consideration, the 
` President stated to Congress his strong dissatis- 
faction with the conduct of the French Govern- 
ment on every former groünd of complaint, and 
to which others of a more recent date have been 
added, with the single exception of the repeal of 
the-deerees.. He promised also to bring our af- 
vfairs with that Power fully before Congress as 
"soon as he should receive the communications 
' which you had promised to forward by the Wasp. 
: -eommunicate these facts, which are of a char- 
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acter too marked to require any comment, that 
you may be enabled to turn them to the best ac- 
count in promoting an amicable accommodation 
with the French Government of every wrong re- 
ceived from it, which is sincerely desired. 

You were informed, by my letter of the 6th of 
May, of such outrages committed by a squadron 
which was reported to have sailed from Nantes 
in January last, as were, at that time, known 
here. It appears that several vessels sailing from 
American ports to Lisbon and Cadiz, laden with 
the productions of the United States, were seized 
and burnt at sea. The crews of these vessels 
were taken on board one of the French vessels, 
and afterwards transferred to another of our ves- 
sels engaged in the same trade, which was also 
seized, in which they made their way home. 
These men forwarded here the evidence of these 
acis, copies of which have already been trans- 
mitted to you. 1 forward to you, by this convey- 
ance, the evidence of other aggressions, which 
will claim, in like manner, your particular atten- 
tion. Most of these documents have been laid be- 
fore Congress, and referred by it to this Depart- 
ment. 

You will analyze all these cases of recent spo- 
liations, and place them in the class of aggressions 
to which they severally belong on principle. In 
demanding of Great Britain the repeal of her Or- 
ders in Council, on the ground of the repeal of 
the French decrees, this Government has, from a 
regard to justice, given to France all the credit 
to which she had any claim, believing that the 
notification alone of the French Minister of For- 
eign Affairs to the Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
United States at Paris of their repeal, was suffi- 
cient to justify the demand of the repeal of the 
Orders in Council of Great Britain, on her own 
principles. But it was never the intention of this 
Government to concede to France anything on 
that subject, to which she was not fairly entitled, 
On the contrary, it has been its intention, as is 
sufficiently evident by your first instructions, to 
exact from hera most strict and rigorous compli- 
ance with her pledge in regard to the repeal. If 
any act in violation of that pledge has been com- 
mitted, you will not fail to point it out in the 
most distinct manner to the French Government, 
and to communicate to this Department, without 
delay, any answer which you may receive from 
it. T have to add, admitting that the repeal of 
the decrees is observed with perfect good faith, 
that if the French Government bas given other 
orders, or permits acts of another character, which 
violate our rights, the wrong will not be less sen- 
sibly felt or less resented by this Government. 

Your despatches by the Hornet were received 
on the 22d May. They are the last which have 
come to hand. I have, &c., J. MONROE. 

JoeL Barrow, Esq., &c. 


Mr. Monroe to Mr. Barlow. 
DEPARTMENT or STATE, July 14, 1812. 


Sır: Your letters by the Wasp were received 
on the 18th instant. I make this acknowledg- 
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ment, in the hope that it may reach Mr. Morton 


at Baltimore, and be conveyed with the letters 
and documents with which he is already charged 
for you. 

The President has seen, with great surprise and 
concern, that the Government of France had 
made no accommonation to the United States on 
any of the important and just grounds of com- 
plaint to which you had called its attention, ac- 
cording to your instructions, given at the time of 
your departure, and repeated in several commu- 
;nieations since. It appears that the same oppres- 
siye restraints on our commerce were still in 
force; that the system of license was persevered 

‘in; that indemnity had not been made for spoli- 

ations, nor any pledge given to inspire confidence 
that any would be made. More recent wrongs, 
on the contrary, and of a very outrageous char- 
acter, have been added to those with which you 
. were, acquainted when you left the United States. 
By. documents forwarded to you in my letter of 
-21st March, you were informed of the waste of 
our.commerce, made by a squadron from Nantes 
in January last, which burnt many of our vessels 
trading to the Peninsula. For these you were 
also instructed.to demand redress. 

It is hoped that the Government of France, re- 
garding with a prudent foresight the probable 
course of events, will have some sensibility to its 
interest, if it has none to the claims of justice, on 
the part of this country. 

On the French decree of the 28th of April, 1811, 
I shall forbear to make many observations which 
have already occurred, until all the circumstances 
connected with it are better understood. The 
President approves your effort to obtain a copy of 
that decree, as he does the communication of it 
afterwards to Mr. Russell. 

I have the honor, &c., : 
JAMES MONROE. 
Jor. Bartow, Esq., &c. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


[Communicated to Congress, January 7, 1814.] 
To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States : 


I transmit for. the information of Congress 
copies of a letter from the British Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs to. the Secretary of 
State, with thé answer of the latter. ' 

In appreciating the accepted proposal of the 
Government of Great Britain for instituting ne- 
ponien for peace, Congress will not fail to 

eep in mind that vigorous preparations for carry- 
ing on the war can in no respect impede the pro- 
gress to a favorable result; whilst a relaxation of 
such preparations, should the wishes of the United 
States for a speedy restoration of the blessings of 
“peace be disappointed, would necessarily have 
the most injurious consequences. 


JAMES MADISON. 
: January 6, 1814, 


Lord Castlereagh to the Secretary of State. - 
Foreien Orrice, November 4, 1813. : 
Sin: Í have the honor to enclose .to you, for 
the information of the President of the United 
States, copy of a note which His Britannic Ma- 


jesty’s Ambassador at the Court of St. Petersburg 


was directed to present to the Russian Govern- 
ment, as soon as His Royal Highness, the Prince 


! Regent, was informed that Plenipotentiaries had 


been nominated on the part of the American 
Government for the purpose of negotiating for 
peace with Great Britain, under the mediation of 
His Imperial Majesty. 

His Lordship having, by the last courier from 
the imperial headquarters, acquainted me that 
the American Commissioners now at St. Peters- 
burg have intimated, in reply to this overture, 
that they had no objection to a negotiation at 
London, and were equally desirous, as the British 
Government had declared itself to be, that this 
business should not be mixed with the affairs of 
the continent. of Europe, but that their powers 
were limited to negotiate under the mediation of 
Russia: li 

Under these circumstances, and in order to 
avoid an unnecessary continuance of the calami- 
ties of war, the Prince Regent commands me to 
transmit, by a flag of truce, to the American port 
nearest to the Seat of Government, the official 
note above mentioned, in.order that the President, 
if he should feel disposed to enter upon a direct 
negotiation for the restoration of peace between 
the two States, may give his diréetions accord- 
ingly. 

In making this communication, I ean assure 
you that the British Government is willing to 
enter into discussion with the Government of 
America for the-conciliatéry adjustment of the 
differences subsisting between tlie. two States, 
with an earnest desire on their part to bring them 
to a favorable issue, upon principles of perfect 
reciprocity, not inconsistent with the established 


‘maxims of public law, and with the roaritime 


rights of the British ‘empire. 

The Admiral commanding the British squadron 
on the American station will be directed to’ give 
the necessary protection to any persons proceed- 
ing to Europe, on the part of the Government of 
the United States, in furtherance of this overture; 
or, should the American Government have occa- 
sion to forward orders to their Commissioners at 
St. Petersburg; to give the requisite facilities, by 
cartel or otherwise, to the transmission of the 
same. . 

Ihave the honor to be, with the highest con- 

sideration, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
' CASTLEREAGH. 

The AMERICAN SECRETARY or State, &c. 


Lord Cathcart to the Count De Nesselrode. 
. 'ToeLrrz, September 1, 1813... 
The undersigned, Ambassador of His Britannic 
Majesty to the Emperor of all the Russias, de- 
siring to avail himself of the first occasion to re- 
new the subject respecting America, which was 
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brought~into. discussion in a conference at tlie 
moment of his departure from Reichenbach, has 
the honor to. address this note to his Excellency 
the Count de Nesselrode. 
~ Although the Prince Regent, for reasons which 
have. been.already made known, has not found 
himself in a situation to accept the mediation of 
His Imperial Majesty, for terminating the dis- 
sehsions with the United States of America, His 
- Royal Highness desires, nevertheless, to give 
effect to the beneficent wishes which His Imperial 
Majesty has expressed of seeing the war between 
Great Britain and America soon terminated, to 
the-mutual satisfaction of the:two Governments. 
«With this view, His Royal Highness, having 
learned. that the Envoys Plenipotentiary of the 
United States for negotiating a peace with Great 
Britain, under the mediation of His Imperial 
Majesty, have. arrived in Russia, notwithstanding 
ihathe finds himself under the necessity of not 
aceepting the interposition of any friendly Power 
in.the:question which forms the principal object 
in dispute between the two States, he.is never: 
theless ready to nominate Plenipotentiaries to 
treat directly: with the American Plenipoten- 
tiaries. 
. © His Royal Highness sincerely wishes that the 
. conferences of these Plenipotentiaries may result 
in re-eéstablishing between the two nations the 
blessing and the reciprocal advantages of peace. 
- . If; through the good offices of His Imperial 
' Majesty, this proposition should be accepted, the 
Prince Regent would prefer that the conferences 
should be held at London, on account of the 
facilities which it would give to the discussions, 
-Butiif this choice should meet with insupera- 
ble obstacles, His Royal Highness would consent 
to substitute Gottenburg, as the place nearest to 
England. The undersigned, &e. 
CATHCART. 


Secretary of State to Lord Castlereagh. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
EEE January 5, 1814. 
_ Mv Loro: I have had the honor to receive, by 
a flag. of truce, your Lordship’s letter of the 4th 
of November last, and a copy of a note which 
His. Britannic Majesty’s Ambassador at the Court 
of Bt. Petersburg presented to the Russian Gov- 
ernment on the Ist of September preceding. 
-By this communication it appears that his 
Royal Highness, the Prince Regent, rejected the 
mediation offered by His Imperial Majesty to 
promote:peace between the United States and 
Great Bittain, but proposed to treat directly with 
the United States at Gottenburg, or London, and 
that.he bad requested the interposition of the good 
` offices of the. Emperor in favor of such. an ar- 
rangement. A i : 
Having laid your Lordship's communication 
before the President, I am instructed to state, for 
the information of His Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent, that the President has seen with regret 
the new obstacle to the commencement of a ne- 
gotiation.for the aecommodation of differences 
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between the United States and Great Britain. 
As the Emperor of Russia was distinguished for 
his rectitude and impartiality, and was moreover 
engaged in a war as an ally of England, whereby 
it was his interest to promote peace between the 
United States and Great Britain, the President 
could not doubt that His Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent would accept the mediation which 
His Imperial. Majesty had offered to them; It 
was theconfidence with which the high character 
of the Emperor inspired the President that in- 
clined him, disregarding considerations which a 
more cautious policy might have suggested, to 
accept the overture with promptitude, and to send 
Ministers to St. Petersburg to take advantge of 
it. Tt would have been very satisfactory to the 
President if His Royal Highness the Prince Re- 
gent had found it compatible with the views of 
Great Britain to adopt a similar measure, as much 
delay might have been avoided in accomplishing 
an object which it is admitted is of high import- 
ance to both nations. 

The course proposed as a substitute for nego- 
tiations at St. Petersburg, under the auspices of 
the Emperor of Russia, could not, I must remark 
to your Lordship, have been required for the pur- 
pose of keeping the United States unconnected, 
against Great Britain, with any affairs of the 
Continent. 'There was nothing in the proposed 
mediation tending to such a résult. The terms 
of the overture indicated the contrary: In offer- 
ing to bring the parties together, not as an umpire, 
but as a common friend, to discuss and settle their 
differences and respective claims in a manner 
satisfactory to themselves, His Imperial Majesty 
showed the interest which he took in the welfare 
of both parties. 

Wherever the United States may treat, they 
will treat with the sincere desire they have re- 
peatedly manifested of terminating the present 
contest with Great Britain, on conditions of recip- 
rocity consistent with the rights of both parties 
as sovereign and independent nations, and caleu- 
lated not only to establish present harmony, but 
to provide, as far as possible, against future col- 
lisions which might interrupt it. 

Before giving an answer to the proposition eom- 
munieated by your Lordship to treat with the 
United States independently of the Russian me- 
diation, it would have been agreeable to the Presi- 
dent to have heard from the Plenipotentiaries of 
the United States sent to St. Petersburg. The 
offer of a mediation by one Power, and the accept- 
ance of it by another, form a relation between 
them, the delicacy of which cannot but be felt. 
From the known character, however, of the Em- 
peror, and the benevolent views with which his 
mediation was offered, the President cannot doubt 
that he will see with satisfaction a concurrence 
of the United States in an alternative, which, 
under existing circumstances, affords the best 
prospect of attaining speedily what was the ob- 
ject of his interposition. I am accordingly in- 
strueted to make known to your Lordship, for the 
information of His Royal Highness the Prinee 
Regent, that the President accedes to his proposi- 
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tion; and will take the measures depending on 
him for carrying it into effect at Gottenburg, with 
as little delay as possible; it being presumed that 
His Majesty the King of Sweden, as the friend 
of both parties, will readily acquiesce in the choice 
of a place for their pacific negotiations, within his 
dominions. i 
. "The President is duly sensible of the attention 
of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent in giv- 
ing the orders to the Admiral commanding the 
British squadron on this coast, which your Lord- 
ship has communicated. 

I-have the honor to be, &c. 
JAMES MONROE. 


MEDIATION OF RUSSIA. 


.[Communicsted to the House, January 18, 1814.] 
To the House of Hepresentatives 
of the United States: 

I transmit to the House of Representatives a 
report of the Secretary of State, complying with 
‘their resolution of the 13th instant. 

JAMES MADISON. 

January, 18, 1814. 


DzPARTMENT OF STATE, Jan. 18, 1814. 


The Secretary of State, to whom was referred 
the resolution of the House of Representatives of 
the 13th instant, requesting the President to lay 
before the House such documents relative to the 
Russian mediation as, in his opinion, it may not 
be improper to communieate, has the honor to 
transmit to the President for the information of 
the House, the following letters in relation to that 
subject, viz: 

A letter in French (with the translation) from 
M. Daschkoff, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary of His Majesty the Emperor of 
Russia, to the Secretary of State, of the 8th March, 
1813, with the answer of the Secretary of State 
of the 11th of March. l 

An extract of a letter from the Secretary of 
State to Mr, Adams, Minister of the United States 
at St. Petersburg, of the 1st of July 1812, and 
four lettersand extracts from Mr. Adams to the 
Secretary of State, bearing date respectively on 
the 30th September, 17th October, and 11th De- 
cember, 1812, and on the 26th June, 1813. 

ASI which is respectfully submitted. 

JAMES MONROE. 


Mr. de Daschkoff, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary of His Imperial Majesty the Em- 
peror of all the Russias, to the Secretary of. State 
of the United States. 


Wasuineron, Feb. 24, (March 8.) 1813. 


The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary of His Majesty the Em- 
peror of all the Russias, has the honor to make 

nown to the Secretary of State of the United 
States of America, that he has just received 
orders from the Emperor his master, to make the 


following overture to his Excellency the Presi- 
dent of the United States: . ee 

The peace of Russia with England seemed to 
present this immense advantage to the commerce 
of nearly all seafaring people, that it freed their 
relations from that constraint, from that continual 
vexation, to which it had been subjected for many 
years withoutintermission. The Emperor viewed 
with pleasure a result so conformable to all his 
wishes, and which appeared as not being at all 
doubtful. It became so, however, by the war be- 
tween Engiand and America. 

The undersigned is directed to express to the 
President of the United States the regret with 
which His Imperial Majesty foresees the great 
shackles which this new episode is about to op- 
pose to the commercial prosperity of nations. 
'The love of humanity, and what he owes to his 
subjects, whose commerce has already sufficiently 
suffered, command him to do everything in his 
power to remove the evils which this war is pre- 
paring even for those nations who will not take 
part in it. 

His Majesty, who takes pleasure in doing jus- 
tice to the wisdom of the Government of the 
United States of America, is convinced that it has 
done all that it could to prevent this rupture, but 
that treating of it directly would take away from 
the negotiation all semblance of impartiality. In 
a direct discussion, everything would tend to ex- 
cite the prejudices and the asperity of the parties, 
To obviate this inconvenience, His Majesty the 
Emperor, gratified at being able to give a proof 
of his friendship alike for His Majesty the King 
of Great Britain and the United States of America, 
wished to offer to them his mediation, and charged 
the undersigned to propose it to the President of 
the United States. 

The undersigned, having the honor to commu- 
nicate to the Secretary of State the sentiments 
and the wishes of His Imperial Majesty, he begs 
him to make them known to the President of the 
United States. The Emperor would feel great 
satisfaction if a like disposition on the part of the 
Government of the United States should have the 
effect of stopping the progress of this new war, 
and of extinguishing it in its origin. F'romrthe 


satisfactory assurances which the President of the - 


United States has constantly given to the under- 
signed of the sentiments of regard and friendship 
on the part of the United States, and of His Ex- 
cellency for Russia, and particularly for the au- 
gust person of His Majesty, he cannot but flatter 
himself that he will receive an answer which shall 
correspond with the generous wishes of the Ern- 
peror his master, 

The undersigned cannot refrain from express- 
ing on this occasion to the Secretary of State his 
individual wishes for whatever may have a ten- 
dency to re-establish active relations between 
Russia and the United States, and to advance the 
prosperity of the public. 

He seizes with eagerness this occasion to Te- 
new to the Secretary of State the assurance of 
his highest consideration and respect. 

ANDRE DE DASCHKOFF. 
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The Secretary of State to Mr. Daschkoff. 


"DEPARTMENT oF State, March 11, 1813. 

Sır: I have had the honor to receive your note 
of the 8th instant, making known to the Presi- 
dent of the United States the disposition of His 
Majesty the Emperor of Russia to promote peace, 
by his friendly mediation between the United 
States and Great Britain. 

‘Lam instructed by the President to assure you, 
that he sees in this overture, on the part of your 
Sovereign, strong proofs of that humane and en- 
lightened poliey which have characterized his 
reign. It was impossible that a war between the 
United States and Great Britain should not ma- 
terially affect the commerce of Russia, and it was 
worthy the high character of a Prince, distin- 
guished by his attachment to the interests of his 
people, to interpose his good offices for the resto- 
ration of peace. The President sees, at the same 
time, in this overture, and in the circumstances 
attending it, a strong proof of the friendly inter- 
est'which His Imperial Majesty takes in the wel- 
fare of the United States. The United States, 
conscious that they were not the aggressors in 
this contest; that, on the contrary, they had borne 
great wrongs for a series of years before they ap- 
pealed to arms in defence of their rights, are 
willing and ready to lay them down as soon as 
Great Britain ceases to violate those rights. 

The President isaware that many of the incon- 
veniences resulting from a direct communication 
between. the parties themselves may be avoided 

` by the mediation of a third Power, especially one 
entitled to and possessing the entire confidence 
of both the belligerents. To the claim. of Russia 
to.tlíat distinguished consideration the President 
does not hesitate to express, on the part of the 
United States, his full acknowledgment. He re- 
collects with much satisfaction that, during a 
period of great and general contention, the rela- 
tions of friendship have always subsisted between 
the United States and Russia; and he finds in 
the personal qualities and high character of the 
Emperor Alexander a sacred pledge for the jus- 
tice and impartiality which may be expected from 
his interposition. 
Influenced by these sentiments, the President 
instructs me to inform you that he willingly ac- 
. cepts the mediation of your Sovereign to promote 
peace between the United States and Great Brit- 
ain. I am instructed also to state, that such ar- 
rangements will be made, without delay, as will 
afford to His Imperial Majesty the opportunity 
he has invited, to interpose his good offices for the 
accomplishment of so important an event. Of 
these arrangements I shall have the honor to ad- 
` vise you jn an early communication. 


I have, &c. JAMES MONROE. 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of State to John 
Quincy Adams, Esq., Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
United States at St. Petersburg. 

DEPARTMENT OF Stare, July 1, 1812. 
Sin: On the 18th ultimo a declaration of war 
against Great Britain passed Congress; of which, 


of the President’s Message, and report of the 
Committee of Foreign Relations of the House 
of Representatives leading to it, I have the honor 
to transmit to you copies. 

You are too well acquainted with the causes 
which produced this result to require any expla- 
nation of them. As it appeared that Great Brit- 
ain would not revoke her Orders in Council on 
the just grounds on which it was claimed, but 
enlarged the conditions on which she professed 
her willingness to revoke them, there remained 
no honorable course for the United States to pur- 
sue short of war. On full consideration of all 
circumstances this measure was adopted, and the 
Government is resolved to pursue ft till its objects 
are accomplished with the utmost decision and 
activity in its Power. 

In resorting to war against Great Britain, as 
the United States have done, by inevitable neces- 
sity, it is their desire and hope that it may be con- 
fined to her only. 

It is seen with much regret that the Emperor 
of Russia is likely to be reduced to the necessity 
of becoming a party to the war in Europe, if he 
has not already become so. Should that event 
take place, there is no reason why the war be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain should 
affect, in the slightest degree, the very friendly 
relations which now exist between the United 
States and Russia. It is the sincere desire of 
this Government to preserve, in their utmost ex- 
tent, those relations with that Power. 

With France our affairs in many important 
circumstances are still unsettled; nor is there 
any certainty thata satisfactory settlement of 
them will be obtained. Should it, however, be 
the case, it is not probable that it will produce 
any closer connexion between the United States 
and that Power. Itis not anticipated that any 
event whatever will have that effect. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Adame to the Secretary 
of State. 
Sr. Paterssure, Sept. 30, 1813. 

On the 20th instant I received a note from the 
Chancellor requestiag me to call upon him the 
next evening, which I accordingly did; he told 
me that he had asked to see me by the Emperor’s 
command; that, having made peace and estab- 
lished the relations of amity and commerce with 
Great Britain, the Emperor was much concerned 
and disappointed to find the whole benefit which 
he expected his subjects would derive commer- 
cially from that event defeated and lost by the 
new war which had arisen between the United 
States and England; that he had thought he per- 
ceived various indications that there was on both 
sides a reluctanceat engaging in and prosecuting 
this war, and it had occurred to tbe Emperor that 
perhaps an amicable arrangement of the differ- 
ences between the parties might beaccommodated 
more easily and speedily by indirect than by a 
direct negotiation ; that His Majesty had directed 
him to see me, and to inquire if I was aware of 
any difficulty or obstacle on the part of the Gov- 
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ernment of the United States, if he should offer 
his mediation for the purpose of effecting a paci- 
fieation. I answered that it was obviously im- 
possible for me to speak on this subject any other- 
‘wise than from the general knowledge which I 
had of the sentiments.of my Government; that I 
was:so far from knowing what their ideas were 
with regard to the continuance of the war, that I 
had not to that day received any official commu- 
nication of its declaration; but that I well knew 
it was with reluctance they had engaged in the 
war; that I was very sure, whatever determina- 
tion they might form. upon the proposal of the 
Emperor’s mediation, they would receive and 
consider it as a new evidence of His Majesty’s 
regard and friendship for the United States, and 
that I was not aware of any obstacle or difficulty 
which could occasion them to decline accepting it. 

X knew. the war. would affect unfavorably: the 
interest of Russia. I knew it must be highly in- 
jurious both to the United States and England. 
Y:could.see no good result as likely to arise from 
it toany.one. The Count replied that he had con- 
sidered it altogether in the same light, and so had 
the. Emperor, who was sincerely concerned at it, 
and who had himself conceived this idea of au- 
thorizing his mediation. He thought an indirect 
negotiation conducted here; aided by the con- 
ciliatory wishes of a friend to both parties, might 
smooth down difficulties which, in direct. discus- 
sion between the principals, might be found in- 
superable. To a mutual friend each party might 
exhibit all its claims, and all its complaints, with- 
out danger of exciting irritations or raising impedi- 
Ynents. 'The part of Russia would only be to 
hear both sides, and to use her best endeavors to 
conciliate them. I observed, that there was a 
third party to be consulted as to the proposal —the 
British Government. "The Count answered, that 
it had already been suggested by him to the Brit- 
ish Ambassador, Lord Cathcart, who had the day 
before despatched it by a messenger to his Court. 
Some question occurred concerning the mode of 
enabling me to transmit this communication to 
the United States, upon which the Count prom- 
ised to see me again in the course of a few days. 
He:said that he should write to Mr. Daschkoff, 


and instruct him to make the proposition to the. 


Government of the United States. 


Mr. Adams to tho Secretary of State. 


St. PETERSBURG, Oct. 17, 1812, 

Sin: I received a few days since a letter from 
Mr. Russell, dated at London, the 9th of Septem- 
ber, and informing me that his mission there had- 
closed, that he had received his passports, and 
that in three days from that time he should leave 
the city to embark at Plymouth for the United 
States. He. adds that the British Government 
had. rejected a proposition which he had been 
authorized. to make for a suspension of hostilities. 

The evening before last I bhad another interview 
with the Chancellor, Count Romanzoff, at his re- 
quest. There had been rumors in circulation here 
ofan armistice in Canada, and of the appoint- 


ment of. Gommissioners by the President for a 
new negotiation with Great Britain. 'T'he Count 
asked me if I had any authentic information of 
these circumstances. I said I had not; that my 
information was altogether of a different aspect ; 
and I told him the substance of Mr. Russell’s com- 
munication, He then observed that this incident 
would not discourage this Government from mak- 
ing an offer of its mediation, which he had sug- 
gested to me in a former conference. On the 
contrary, the failure of every new attempt at di- 
rect negotiation confirmed. him in the belief and 
hope that a mediation might be more successful; 
a mediation ofa common friend, not only desirous 
from the sentiment of friendship to see the parties 
reconciled to each other, but having alsoa strong’ 
interest of his own in their reconciliation. 

The Count said he had his despatches for Mr. 
Daschkoff ready, instructing him to make the. 
proposition in form to the American Government; 
and he asked me whether I could indicate to him 
a mode of transmitting them directly to the Uni- 
ted States. In our former conversation (reported 


‘in my letter of the 30th ultimo) I had offered to 


despatch one of the American vessels now at 
Cronstadt, if the British Ambassador would fur- 
nish her a passport, or any document that would 
protect her from capture by British armed vessels. 
The Count said he had made the proposal to the 
Ambassador, who had expressed his readiness to 
give the document, provided the vessel and mes- 
senger should go by the way of England; a con- 
dition which the Count said he had told the Am- 
bassador he could not ask me to agree to, and 


with which I did not think it, in fact, suitable to ` 


comply. There are, however, two American gen- 
tlemen here on the point of departure for the Uni- 
ted States, and by them I shall transmit this des- 
patch and its duplicate, together with those of the 
Chancellor, to Mr. Daschkoff. l 
I am, with great respect, sir, &c. 
JOHN. QUINCY ADAMS. 


Mr. Adams to the Secretary of State. 
Sr. PETERSBURG, Dec. 11, 1812. 

Sır: On the 4th instant I received the dupli- 
cate of your favor of 1st July last, announcing 
the declaration by the Congress of the United 
States of war against Great Britain, and enclos- 
ing printed copies of the President's Proclamation 
founded upon it, of his previous Message recom - 
mending 1t, of the report of the Coramittee of 
Foreign Relations proposing it, and of the Nà- 
tional Intelligencer of the 20th June. The origi- 
nal of your letter, with these documents, not 
having yet come to hand, these gave me the first 
official communication of the war. 

I had, on the 7th instant;an interview with the 
Chancellor, Count Romanzoff, in which I com- 
municated to him the substance of that part of 


-your despatch which related. to Russia, and those 
-which concern the state of our relations with 


France. In the present state of the war between 
this country and France, I was convinced that 


‘the view of the American Government’s inten- 


ine nonin OR iy me im mt 


Mediation 


of Russia. 


tiöns with-vegard to that Power, so explicitly and 
so strongly manifested in your letter, would not 
only be gratifying to the Chancellor, but that it 
would be satisfactory to the Emperor, and would 
powerfully counteract any impressions unfavor- 
able to the United States, which the English in- 
terést-here is endeavoring to excite. I therefore 
told tlie Count, that, although I had not been in- 
structéd to make to him any official communica- 
tion’ of the declaration of war, the dispositions of 
the American Government towards other Powers, 
and particularly towards Russia, on this occasion, 
had been distinctly suggested to me, ina manner 
which I felt it my duty to make known to him; 
that the United States, compelled by unavoidable 
necessity to vindicate their violated rights against 
Great Britain by war, were: desirous that it might 
be confined exelüsisly tothem and their enemy, 
and that no other Power might be involved in it; 
that it was particularly and earnestly their wish 
to preserve and. maintain, in their fullest extent, 
their commercial.and friendly: relations with 
Rusésia ;: that’ the war in’ which the Emperor is 
now engaged against France, although. it could 
not be known by the President to have been ac- 
tually commenced at the time when your des- 
patch was written, was; however, contemplated 
as more than probable, and the necessity which 
obliged the Emperor to take a part in it was men- 
tioned to me as-a cause of regret to the Amer- 
ican Goverüment; but it was hoped it would not, 
. im the slightest degree, affect the friendly dispo- 
. sitions: between Russia and the United States; 
that‘J -was informed by you that the principal 
subjects of discussion which had long been sub- 
sisting between us and France remained unset- 
tled:; that there was no immediate prospect that 
there would:be a satisfactory settlement of them; 
but that, whatever the eventin this respect might 
be, it. was not the intention of the Government 
of the United States to enter into any more inti- 
mate connexions with France. This disposition, 
I added, was expressed in terms as strong and 
clear as. I thought language could afford. It was 
even observed that the Government of the United 
States-did not anticipate any event whatever that 
could produce that effect; and I was the more 
happy to find myself authorized by my Govern- 
ment toavow this intention, as different repre- 
sentations of their views had been widely circu- 
lated as well in Europe as in America. 

The Count received this communication with 
assurances of his own high satisfaction at its 
purport, and of his persuasion that it would prove 
equally satisfactory to the Emperor, before whom 
he should. lay it without delay. He said that, 
with regard to the friendly and commercial rela- 
tions with the United States, it was the Emperor's 
fixed. determination to maintain. them, so far as 
depended upon him, in their fullest extent. He 

‘asked. me if I had any objection to his communi- 
eating to the British Government itself that part 
of my information to him which related to France. 
I said ‘that, on the contrary, as the British Gov- 
ernment had, in the course of our discussions with 
them, frequently intimated: the belief that the 


American Government was partial to France, 
and even actuated by French influence, I supposed 
that the knowledge of this frank and explicit 
statement, with a due consideration of the time 
and oceasion upon which it was made, must have 
a tendency to remove the prejudice of the British 
Cabinet, and, I would hope, produce on their part 
a disposition more inclining to conciliation. 

Yesterday the Count sent a note requesting me 
to call upon him again, which I accordingly did: 
He showed me the draught of a despatch to the 
Count Lieven, the Russian Ambassador in Eng- 
land, which he had prepared to lay before the 
Emperor for his approbation, and which related 
the substance of my conversation with him, par- 
ticularly in regard to the intentions of the Ameri- 
can Government with reference to France; in- 
strueting Count Lieven to make it known to Lord 
Castlereagh, and to use it for the purpose of con- 
vincing the British Government of the error in 
suspecting that of the United States of any sub- 
serviency to France, in the expectation that it 
would promote in the British Ministry the dispo- 
sition to peace with the United States, which lie 
(Count Lieven) knew His Imperial Majesty had 
much at heart, believing it equally for the interest 
of both Powers, and also for that of his own em- 
pire. The Chancellor said that, as this despatch 
would refer to what 1 had verbally stated to hini 
in our preceding conversation, he wished, be- 
fore submitting it to the Emperor, that I should 
peruse it to satisfy himself that he liad connect- 
edly represented the purport of my communica- 
tion to him; and he desired me, if I should find 
any inaccuracy or variaiion from what I had said 
to him, to point it out to him; that he might 
make the despatch perfectly correspond with what 
I had said. I did, accordingly, notice several 
particulars in which the exact purport of what 
I had said might be-expressed with more precis- 
ion. He immediately struck out the passages 
which I noticed in this manner from the draughit, 
and altered them to an exact conformity with the 
ideas I had intended to convey. The changes 
were inconsiderable, and were no otherwise ma- 
terial than as I was desirous of the utmost accti- 
racy in the relation of what I had said, under the 
authority of your despatch. 

This communication of the settled determina- 
tion of the American Government not to contract 
any more intimate engagements with F'rance, 
will thus be made to the British Ministry with 
my full consent. The Chancellor's despatch does 
not say that he was authorized by me to make it. 
It merely relates the substance of that part of 
my conversation with him, and directs Count 
Lieven to use it with a view to promote the pur- 
pose of pacification. The Chancellor under- 
stands that my consent was merely my own act, 
without authority from you; my motive in giv- 
ing it was tlie same with that of his instruction 
to Count Lieven, because I believed its tendency 
would be to promote the spirit of pacification in 
the British Cabinet. [told the Chancellor I was 
aware that its effect might be different. That 
the very certainty that we should not seek or 
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even accept a community of cause with their 
most dreaded enemy might make them more in- 
different to a peace with us. But in calculating 
the operation of a generous purpose even upon 
the mind of an inveterate enemy, I feel an irre- 
sistible impulse to the conclusion that it will be 
generous like itself. Tasked the Chancellor whe- 
ther he had received an answer from England 
upon the proposal of the Emperor’s mediation. 
He said that, without accepting or rejecting it, 
they had. intimated the belief that it would not 
be acceptable in America. 

T am, with great respect, sir, &c. 

2L M JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Adams to the Secretary 
of State, dated 


S. Pererssoure, June 26, 1813. 


‘On the 15th instant I had an interview with 
the Chancellor, Count Romanzoff, at his request, 
when he informed me that he had received an- 


dent had aecepted the Emperor’s office of medi- 
ation; and that Mr. Daschkoff had sent him a 
copy of your answer to him, expressive of that 
aeceptance. He then put into my hands your 
letter to Mr. Daschkoff of March 11, with the 
tenor of which he appeared to be much gratified ; 
and which he said he should immediately trans- 
mit to the Emperor. At the same time English 
newspapers had been received here mentioning 
the appointment of Messrs. Gallatin and Bayard, 
but intimating strongly the determination of the 
British Government to reject the mediation. A 
few days after, I received from a friend the Na- 
tional Intelligencer of the 15th April, containing 
an editorial paragraph concerning the appoint- 
ment of those gentlemen, which J communicated 
to the Count on the 22d. I observed to him, that 
however the British Government might thiok 
proper to act on this occasion, that of the United 
States would at least have manifested in a signal 
manner at once its earnest and constant desire for 
a just and honorable peace, and its sense of the 
motives which had induced the Emperors offer. 
That the President could not have adopted a 
measure better adapted to do honor to His Ma- 
jesty's proposal, than by the appointment of two 

ersons among the most distinguished of our cit- 


swers from Mr. Daschkoff to the despatches | 
which Mr. Harris was the bearer; that the Presi- 


izens, to co-operate, on the part of the United , 


States, in accomplishing the Emperor's friendly 
and benevolent purpose; and that if it should 
eventually fail of being successful, at least the true 
and only source of its failure would be known; 
that he had received, since he saw me last, de- 
spatches from Count Lieven; that the British 
Minister, in terms of much politeness, had inti- 
mated to him, that there was no Sovereign whose 


mediation they should more readily accept than | 


that of the Emperor, but that their differences 
with the United States were of a nature involv- 
ing principles of the internal government of the 
British nation, and which it was thought were 
not'susceptible of being committed to the dis- 


cussion of any mediation, The Count added,. 


that it would remain to be considered whether, 
after this, and after the solemn step taken by the 
Government of the United States, it would be 
advisable to renew the offer to the British Minis- 
try, and give them an opportunity for a reconsid- 


eration. It was possible that further reflection. 
might lead to a different resolution, and he should . 


submit the question to the Emperor's determina- 
tion. Different circumstances furnished other 
materials for deliberations. : 


FRANCE. 


[Communicated to the House, January 18, 1814.] 
To the House of Representatives E 
of the United States : 
I transmit to the House of Representatives. a 
report of the Secretary of State complying with 
their resolution of the 11th instant. ` 
JAMES MADISON. 
January 18, 1814. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, Jan. 18, 1814. 
The Secretary of State, to whom was referred 


the resolution of the House of Representatives of : 


the 11th instant, requesting the President to com- 
municate to the House any information in his 
possession, and which it may not be improper to 
divulge, in relation to the omission or refusal of the 
French Government to accredit the Minister Ple- 
nipotentiary of the United States to that Court, 


or of his reception if accredited, of the time- 


when he was so accredited, and of the progress 
of his negotiation, has the honor to communicate 
to the President, for the information of the House, 


the following letters in relation to that subject, 


namely : 
A letter from Mr. Crawford to the Secretary 
of State, of the 15th August, 1813, enclosing one 


to the Duke of Bassano, of the 27th July, and his: 


answer of the 1st August; and an extract of a 


letter from Mr. Crawford to the Secretary of 


State of the 8th of September, 1813, 
Respectfully submitted. ` 
JAMES MONROE. 


Mr. Crawford to Mr. Monroe. 


Paris, August 15, 1813. 
Sır: On the twenty-seventh ultimo I wrote to 


the Duke of Bassano, to inform him of my ar-` 


rival in Paris, in quality of Minister Plenipoten- 


tiary of the United States. On the 8th instant I. 


received an answer dated at Dresden, on the Ist. 
Copies of my. note and of his answer are here- 
with enclosed. NE: 
With sentiments of high respect, I remaín, 
yours, &c. : 


WM. H. CRAWFORD. . 


Hon. James Monroes, 
Secretary of State. 
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[Enclosed in Mr. Crawford's letter of Aug. 15, 1813.] 
Mr. Crawford to the Duke of Bassano. 
U NNOC MP Panis, July 27, 1813. - 
My Lorn: I have the honor to inform your 
Excellency that [ have been appointed by the 
President of the United States of America Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary to the Court of his Impe- 
rial and. Royal Majesty, the Emperor of ihe 
French and. King of Italy. I wait the pleasure 
of. your Excellency as to the time and manner of 
presenting my official credentials, preparatory to 
my reception by the Government of His Imperial 
and Royal Majesty as the accredited Minister Ple- 
Ripotentiasy of the United States of America. 
seize.on the present occasion to assure your 
Excellency of the distinguished consideration 
with which I have the honor to be, your most 
obedient and very humble servant, 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 


` From the Duke of Bassano to Mr. Crawford. 
uot . DRESDEN, August 1, 1813. 
Sir; I have had 

your safe arrival in France, and I have received 
‘the letter which you did me the honor to address 
me on the 27th of July, on your nomination: in 
quality of Minister Plenipotentiary of the United 


States to His Imperial Majesty the Emperor of 


the French and King of Italy. The choice which 


your Government has made of a person so dis- 
tinguished in. his own country, and so worthy of 


this; honorabie mission, cannot but be agreeable 
to. His Imperial Majesty ; and though. he is at 
this, time absent from Dresden, I can give you 
. this-assurance in his name. I will have the honor 
|. to.eommunicate to you his intentions respecting 
the presentation of your letters of credence and 
your reception. Without waiting even for this, 
I will receive all the communications which you 
may think proper to make to me as the Minister 
Plenipotentiary of your Government, and the de- 
lay of a formality will produce no delay in the 
exercise of the mission confided to you, or in the 
correspondence which it will procure for me the 
benefit of holding with you. 

` Accept, sir, the assurance of my consideration. 

THE DUKE OF BASSANO. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Crawford to Mr. Monroe. 


Paris, September 8, 1813. 
I have just received an answer to the note 
which I addressed to the Duke of Bassano, re- 
questing Mrs. Barlow's passports. On the sub- 
ject of recognition, he says that he is very solici- 
„toüs T should present my letter of credence to the 
Emperor in Paris. . He does not repeat his invita- 
tioh to commünicate with him. The operations 
of the war will probably detain the Emperor in 
thé North until the Winter. Itis believed that 
the Duke of Bassano will not return before him. 
If this opinion should be realized, the Winter 
will be far advanced before I shall be able to draw 
the attention of the French Government to the 

subjects of discussion between the two nations. 


great pleasure in hearing of 


GREAT BRITAIN—NATURALIZATION. 


[Communicated to the Senate, April 16, 1814.] 


To the Senate of the United States - . 
I transmit to the Senate a report of the Secre- 


tary of State, complying with their resolutions of 


the 2d February and 9th of March.* E 
JAMES MADISON. .. 
APrniL 16, 1814. D 


DEPARTMENT oF State, April 14, 1814. 
The Secretary of State, to whom were referred 


several resolutions of the 2d July and 9th March 
last, has the honor to submit to the President the 


following report: 
Although these resolutions are of different dates, 
and refer to subjects in some respects distinct in 


*The resolutions are as follows: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States 


be requested to cause to be laid before the Senate a. 
statement of the names of the individuals selected from. 


American prisoners of war and sent to Great Britain 
for trial, as mentioned in his Message at the com- 
mencement of the present session of Congress; and. 
also their respective places of residence in the United. 
Stetes, with the times when, and the courts where, 
they were admitted to become citizens of the United 
States, and the regiments or corps to which they be-, 
longed in the service of the United States when taken. 
by the enemy, and the times and places of their being 
so taken; together with copies of any official corres- 
pondence respecting the treatment of prisoners of war, 
and any orders for retaliation on either side, which the 
President may judge proper to be communicated. 
Frpruany 2, 1814. í 
Resolved, That the President of the United States 


be requested to cause to be laid before the Senate such 


information as he may possess, calculated to show 
what has been the practice of Great Britain concern-. 
ing her native subjects naturalized in other countries 
and taken in arms against her; also, whatis the general 
practice of the nations of Europe relative to the natu- 
ralization or employment in war between two nations 
of the native subjects of each other. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before the Senate such 
information as he may possess, of the cases, with their 
circumstances, in which any civilized nation has pun- 
ished its native subjects taken in arms against her, and 
for which punishment retaliation has been inflicted by 
the nation in whose service they were taken. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before the Senate such 
information as he may possess, calculated to show 
under what circumstances, and on what grounds, Great 
Britain has been in the practice of refusing to discharge 
native citizens of the United States impressed into hor 
service. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before the Senate such 
information as he may possess, calculated to show 
what has been the conduct of Great Britain relative to 
American seamen on board her ships of war at and 
since the commencement of the war with the United 
States. 

Manca 9, 1814. 
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theirhature,; yet, as they are connected in others 
of considerable importance, which bear essentially 
on the conduct of both parties in the present war, 
it is thought proper to comprise them in the same 
report. 

" "The first of these resolutions calls for the names 
of the individuals who were selected from the 
American prisoners of war, and sent to’ Great 
Britaim for trial; their places of residence in the 
United States; the times when, and the courts 
by which, they were admitted to become citizens; 
the regiments to whicli they belong; when and 
wheréthey were taken ; with copies of any official 
correspondence respecting the treatment of pris- 
oners of: war, and of any orders for retaliation on. 
either side. 

The other resolutions request information of 
the conduct of Great Britain towards her native 
subjects taken in arms against her, and of the 
general practice of the nations of. Europe relative 
te-naturalization, and the employment in war, 
each;-of. the:subjects.of the other; of the cases, 
with their eireumstánces, in which any civilized 
nation: has’ punished 'its native subjects taken in 
arms against it; for which punishment retaliation 
was inflietéd By the nation in-whose service they 
were: taken; and, lastly, 

` Under what circumstances, andon what grounds, 
Great Britain has refused to discharge native citi- 
zens of the United States impressed into her 
service ; and what has been her conduct towards 
American seamen on board her ships of war at 
and since the:commencement of the present war 
with the United States. 

The paper marked A contains the names of the 
American prisoners who were sent to England 
for:trial by the British commander in Canada; of 
the corps to which they belong; of the times 
when, and of the: places where, they were taken; 
of their places.of residence in the United States; 
of. the: times and the courts in which they were 
admitted to become citizens, there is no evidence 
in this department; nor is there any to show 
whether they were naturalized or native citizens 
of the United States. This paper contains, also, 
a copy of the orders of both Governments for re- 
taliation, and of the correspondence between their 
respective commissaries concerning the treatment 
of prisoners. 

The paper marked B states various grounds.on 
which the British Government has refused to de- 
liver. up American seamen impressed into the 
British service, on the application of the agents 
of the United. States, regularly authorized.to de- 
mand them, with the correspondence relating to 
the same. It communicates, also, such informa- 
tion as this department.has- been able to obtain of 
the conduct of the British Government towards 
American seamen on board British ships of war, 
at ard since the commencement of tlie présent 
war: Amongthe causes assigned for their deten- 
tion; the following: are most deserving of notice: 


I.. That they had no documents, or that their. 


décuments were irregular. MP 
2. That they were released from.prison in Got- 
tenburg. 


3. That they were exchanged as’ British: swb- 


jects. 


4. Were said to be impostors. 

5. To have married in England. 

6. Did not answer the descriptions given of. 
them in their protections. 

7. Had attempted to. desert: 

8. Were sent into the service for. smuggling, 

9. Were not to be found on board of the ship: 
stated, 

10. Had voluntarily entered into the British 
service. 

11; Were natives of foreign countries, Prussia, 
Sweden, Italy, &c. 

It is possible that some of the seamen, whose 
discharges were demanded, may not have been 
native citizens of the United States, but very pre- 
sumable that the greater part were. Indeed, the 
pretext assigned. for their detention seems to ad- 
mitit. Had they been native subjects of Eng- 
land, being there, their origin might have been 
traced. But that is the ground in few instances 
only. In urging that some had no protections, 
or that their protections were irregular; that 
others had been exchanged as British prisoners; 
were impostors; had attempted to desert; did’ 
not answer the protections given them; were na- 
tives of Prussia, Sweden, &c.; it is fairly to be- 
inferred that the public authority in England; to: 
whom this duty is assigned, sought rather to: 
evade the application than to justify the’ refusal. 
The pretext that some were natives of Prussia, - 
Sweden, &c., deserves particular attention. On- 
this circumstance the Secretary will remark only; 
that in extending impressment, in American ves: 
sels, to persons who could not be mistaken for 
British subjects, and refusing to surrender them; 
on application, to the voluntary service- from 
which they were taken, it is evident that:the re- 
covery of the British seamen has not been the 
sole object of the practice. i E 

By the report of the American Commissary of 
Prisoners in England, it appears that a consider- 
able number of our seamen have been transferred: 
from British ships of war to prisons; that-their: 
exchange for British seamen taken in battle was 
demanded in the first instance, but that that claim 
seems to have been since waived. ` It might have 
been expected that the British Government, on 
being satisfied that. these men or that any of them: 
were American citizens, would have liberated 
and sent them home at its own charge. They 
are, however, still held prisoners in confinement. 
That many of them, if not all, are native citizens 
cannot be doubted; for had the proof not-been 
irresistible, it cannot be presumed, while so many 
others are detained on board British ships of war, 
that these would have been exempted from that. 
service. That many are still detained on board. 
British ships of war may be fairly inferred, even. 
without other evidence, from the indiscriminate. 
manner of British impressment ; from.the distant 
service in which the men thus impressed are 


often necessarily employed, depriving their friends . 


of an opportunity to communicate with them; 
and from the inconsiderable number discharged, 
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compared: with thatewhich has been: demanded. 
Without relying altogether on the reports here- 
tofore made to Congress by this department, the 
letter of Commodore Rodgers, hereunto annexed, 
affords: data. from. which an estimate may be 
forined... On this point the correspondence be- 
tween General Taylor and the Captain of the 
Brisish.ship-the Dragon, and Commodore Deca- 
uu and Commodore Capel, deserve also particu- 
lat-attention. 1f the British.Government would 
order. a- strict. search to be made through the 
. British navy for American seamen, it would then 

‘be‘seen how many of our native citizens have 

participated in the lot of the unfortunate men 

mentioned in the correspondences referred to.. 
‘The contrast which these documents present, 
in the pretensions and conduct of Great Britain, 
` with the pretensions and conduct of the United 

States, cannot: fail to. make a.deep impression in 
favor. of the latter. The British Government im- 
- presses, into its:navy. native citizens of the United 

‘States, and compels them to serve in it, and, in 

many instances, even to fight against their coun- 

try while it-arrestsas traitors, and menaces with 
death, persons suspected to be native British sub- 
ius for having fought under our standard against 

3ritish forces, although they had voluntarily en- 
tered into our army:after having emigrated to the 

United; States, and incorporated themselves into 

the. American society. The United States, on 

the other hand, have forced no. persons into their 

servire, nor have they sought, nor are they dis- 

posedi to. punish any, who, after having. freely. 

emigrated.to any part of the. British dominions, 

and. settled. there, may have entered voluntarily 
` into-the British army; : 
"Elie remaining inquiries relate to objects other 
than the immediate conduct of the parties in the 
present war. They demand information of the 
conduct. of Great Britain and. of other Powers in 
past times, without limitation in the retrospect, 
in cireumstances bearing on the question of re- 
taliation. The information required relates to. 
the following points: 

ist. The conduct of Great Britain and the 
other nations of Europe as to naturalization, and 
the employment in war, each of the subjects of 
the; ether. 

:2d;. As. to the punishment of their native sub- 
jects taken in arms against them in the service of 
other Powers. 

3d. Examples of retaliation by the latter in 
such cases. 

These inquiries necessarily involve an exten- 
sive researcli into the history and jurisprudence 
of the nations of Europe. For so important a 
task, the .other: duties. of the Secretary of State 
have altogether disqualified him since the call 
wasimade. Theapproaching close of the session 
does;not leave: him time for more than the follow- 
ing: observations: That. all the nations of Bu- 
rope naturalize foreigners. . 

That they;all employ: in: their service the sub- 
jects: of each other, and frequently against their 
native countries, even. when not regularly natu- 
ralized.. 
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That they all allow their own subjects to emi- 
grate to foreign eountries. 

That although examples may be found of the 
punishment of their native subjects taken in arms 
against them, the examples are few, and have 
either been marked by peculiar circumstances 
taking them out of the controverted principle, or. 
have proceeded from the passions or poliey of 
the occasion. Even in prosecutions and convie- 
tions having the latter origin, the. final act of 
punishment has, with little exception, been pre- 
vented by a. sense of equity and humanity, or a : 
dread of retaliation. It is confidently believed 
that no instance.can be found in which the alleged: 
purposes of the enemy against the twenty-three 
prisoners in question, under all the circumstances 
which. belong: to their case, even should any of 
them, not have been regularly naturalized, are 
countenanced by the proceedings of any Euro- 
pean nation. i 

That if no instances occur of retaliation, in the 
few cases requiring it, or in any of them, by the 
Governments employing such persons, it. has 
been, as is presumed, because the punishment 
which had been inflicted by the native country 
might be acounted for on some principle other 
than its denial of the right of emigration and 
naturalization. Had the Government, employ- 
ing the persons so punished by their native coun 
try, retaliated in. such eases, it might. have in» 
curred the reproach, either of countenacing ac- . 
knowledged crimes, or of following.the example 
of the other party in acts of cruelty, exciting 
horror rather. than of fulfilling its pledge to inno- 
cent. persons in support of rights fairly obtained, 
and sanctioned by the general opinion and prac- 
tice of ali the nations of Europe, ancient, and 
modern. 

All which is-respectfullf submitted. 

JAMES MONROE. 

The Presipent of the United States. 

A. 

List of twenty-three American soldiers belonging to 
the Ist, 6th, and 13th United States’ regiments, cap- 
tured at Queenstown, in Upper Canada, on the 13th 
October, 1812, and sent to England for trial, on 
pretext of being British subjects, viz: 

Henry Kelly, Henry Blaney, George MeCam- 
mon, John Dolton, Michael Condin, John Clark, 
Peter Burr, Andrew Doyle, John McGown, James 
Gill, John Fulsum, Patrick McBraharty, Matthew 
Mooney, Patrick Karns, John Fitzgerald, John 
Wiley, John Donnelly, John Currey, Nathan 
Shaley, Edward McGarigao, John Dinne, John 
Williams, and George Johnson. ` 


OFFICE or Comm’ry Gen’. PRISONERS, 
April 13, 1814. 
Sin: In obedience to your instructions under 
the resolution of the Senate of the United States 
of the 9th of February, I have the honor to trans- 
mit you copies of the orders for retaliation which 
have issued from this office, and of such orders 
of like nature, on the part of the enemy, as have 
been received; together with copies of such offi- 
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cial: correspondence as has been held with the 
agents of the enemy, or other persons, in direct 
relation to the treatment of prisoners of war. 
With these are filed the official letters and papers 
furnished me from time to time by any of the de- 
partments of the Government, which are con- 
nected with either subject. 

. Each ease, for the greater facility of reference, 
has been made up separately, without regard to 
dates, other than those of the papers immediately 
belonging to it. The cases marked from A to K 
relate to the treatment of prisoners, on account of 
which retaliation has been resorted to by one or 
both parties. The cases marked L relate to the 
treatment of prisoners, for which measures of re- 
taliation have not yet been used by either party. 

In the case A five of the men of the American 
sloop-of-war Nautilus were sent back from Eng- 
land to Halifax, and restored to the ordinary state 
of prisoners; when ten of the men of the British 
ship Guerriere, confined to answer for them at 
Boston, were immediately released. The sixth 
man of the Nautilus has not yet been accounted 
for; two men of the Guerriere are held as hostages 
for.him. . i 

In the case B the six men of the American pri- 
vate armed vessel Sarah Anne, confined at Ja- 
maica, and threatened with trial, were given up. 
As'soon as this fact was made known, the twelve 
British seamen set apart and confined at Charles- 
ton on their account, were released and placed 
among the prisoners for exchange. 

In the case C, commencing with twenty-three 
prisoner soldiers of the United States Army, 
transported by the enemy to England for trial, 
on pretext of being British subjects, all the offi- 
cers and soldiers designated in retaliation on either 
side are yet held as hostages; although a partial 
relaxation has taken place on the part of the en- 
emy, as well in regard to the manner of confine- 
ment of some of our officers, as in giving limited 
paroles. These departures from the first meas- 
ures of severity, it will be seen, have been fully 
met by corresponding acts of indulgence to their 
officers similarly situated. 

In the case D, Thomas King, one of the two 
American seamen confined at Bermuda, having, 
by singular enterprise and good fortune, effected 
his escape from the prison ship, and reached his 
country again in safety, after navigating the ocean 
for nine days, alone, in an open boat, the two Brit- 
ish seamen in confinement on his account were 
released from the condition of hostages. John 
Stevens being still under accusation, in the hands 
of the enemy, the two men selected to answer for 
his safety are yet so held. 

In the case E, it was regularly announced dur- 
ing last Winter, that Captain Nicholls was then 
considered by the enemy as an ordinary prisoner 
of war in their hands. So soon as it was known 
that the accusations brought against him were 
withdrawn, one of the British captains allotted to 
answer, in his person, for the safety and proper 
treatment of Captain Nicholls, was released from 
confinement, and admitted to parole. The other 
British captain has been retained in the same sort 
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of confinement to which Captain Nicholls is-yet: 
subjected. It will be perceived that, latterly, i¢ 
has been agreed that they both be released and 
exchanged against each other. 

In the case F, it having been communicated, 
on the part of the enemy, that the sixteen mari- 
time officers and seamen confined at Halifax in 
dungeons had been removed to more airy and 
wholesome prison rooms, first the officers, and 
then the men, and that their confinement in other 
respects had been made less rigid, the same miti- 
gated course, step by step, was taken here with 
regard to their officers and men, who, in retalia- 
tion, had been subjected to a like severe treat- 
ment, As to the one hundred and one American 
seamen sent to England, as first stated by the 
agents of the enemy, for trial, the cause for so 
sending them was soon after disavowed as to 
eighty-three of them. As many British seamen 
held against them were then returned to the ordi- 
nary state of prisoners, There yet remain eigh- 


teen in close custody, subject to whatever treat- - 


ment the enemy may use towards that number of 
our seamen of this class not satisfactorily ac- 
counted for. 

For the fifty-nine American soldiers picked out 
and sent to England, first, on the plea of being 
British deserters, and then (this having been 
abandoned) that they had given themselves up as 
British subjects, fifty-nine British soldiers are yet 
held in separate and close confinement. pOUE 

In the case G, of Joshua Penny; H, of John 
Swanton; L of Thomas Goldsmith; and K, of 
Witmore Knaggs; for the proper treatment and 
safety of each of whom a British prisoner of cor- 
responding rank and condition has been desig. 
nated and confined; no relaxation having taken 
place on the other side, the several hostages so 
designated are yet held to answer, respectively, 
in their persons, for the ultimate measures of the 
enemy. 

With very great respect, I have the honor to 
be, sir, your most obedient servant, 

J. MASON. 
Hon. Jas. Monroe, Secretary of State. 


A. 


[Here were inserted a letter from Admiral War- 
ren to the Secretary of State, of September 30, 
1812, and the reply thereto, dated October 28, 
1812; for both of which, see Appendiz, 2d Session 
12th Congress, page 1197.] 


Extract of a letter from Admiral Sir John Borlase 
Warren to the Secretary of State, dated 


BznMu»A, March 8, 1813. 

I must refer you to my letter of the 30th of 
September, 1812, in which I stated the circum- 
stance of twelve men belonging to the Guerriere, 
taken out of a cartel by Commodore Rodgers, and 
illegally detained, upon the pretext of six others, 
who were supposed to be British subjects, having 
been sent to the United Kindom for examination 
since that event, five of these people, named in 
the enclosed list, have been received at Halifax, 
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with ordérs for their discharge. I therefore re- 
quest that you will communicate these particu- 

r$ to the President, in order that further direc- 
tions may be given respecting the Guerriere’s 
men, so long confined at Boston, and to obviate 
the other inconveniences which must inevitably 
arise from such practices. 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of State to Ad- 
miral Warren, dated ] 


APRIL 16, 1813. 


It appears by your letter, (of the 8th of March 
from Bermuda,) that five only of the seamen that 
were taken on board the Nautilus, and sent to 
England in confinement, have been returned; no 
account is given of the sixth. Orders have been 
issued for the release of ten of the twelve men, 
who, on a principle of retaliation, were confined 
by Commodore Rodgers at Boston. 

‘You will be sensible that it will be impossible, 
on that principle, to discharge the other two men 
Until the sixth American seamen is returned, or 
such an explanation given of the cause of his de- 
' tention as, according to the cireumstances of the 
case, regarding the conduct of the British Gov- 
ernment towards American seamen under similar 
circumstances, ought to be satisfactory. 


Colonel Barclay to General Mason. 

GEORGETOWN, April 13, 1813. 
, Bin: I beg leave to call your attention to the 
latter paragraph in the document A, which.I had 
the honor of enclosing in my letter to you of this 
day's date, and to request that the twelve British 
prisoners of war therein mentioned. formerly 
composing part of the crew of His Majesty’s ship 
Guerriere, and taken out of a cartel by Commo- 
dore Kodgers, may be included in the first ex- 
change of prisoners of war, as five of the six de- 
tained seamen of the United States! sloop of war 
Nautilus have been discharged at Halifax as 
American seamen. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

THOMAS BARCLAY. 
Gen. Jonn Mason, &c. 


Extract of a letter from the Commissary General of 
Prisonera to Colonel Thomas Barclay, dated 


Jong 12, 1813. 


. Ten of the men detained of the late British 
ship. Guerriere were, immediately after the date 
of Mr. Monroe’s letter, released from duress, and 
placed in the ordinary situation of prisoners of 
war; and the Marshal of Massachusetts has or- 
ders to send them with the first British prisoners 
that go by cartel from Boston, &c. 


B. 

. [Here was inserted an extract of a letter from 
Major General Pinckney to the Secretary of 
War, dated Headquarters, Charleston, November 
4, 1812; for which see Appendiz, 2d Session 12th 
Congress, page 1239.] 


Mr. Grandison to the Commander-in-Chief at Nassau. 
CnanLEsTON, November 4, 1812, 


Sin: A report having reached me that six of 
our prisoners are sent to Jamaica to be tried as 
British subjects, Í have been induced to retaliate, 
by ordering twelve of the British prisoners to be 
detained as hostages until the fate of our citizens 
be known ; their fate will decide the fate of yours. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

CY. GRANDISON, 
United States’ Navy. 
The COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF at Nassau. 


[For the letter of Captain Moon, dated at Nas- 
sau, N. P., October 14, 1812, see Appendix, 2d 
Session 12th Congress, page 1239.] 


Colonel Barclay to General Mason. 
Harrem, June 1, 1813. 


Sin: I beg leave to refer you to a communica- 
tion, which took place some time in the Autumn 
or Winter preceding, between Mr. Baker, His 
Majesty’s late agent for prisoners of war. and Mr. 
Monroe, Secretary of State, respecting six of the 
crew of the late American privateer Sarah Aun, 
Richard Moon, master, captured by His Majesty’s 
sloop Rhodian, John George Ross, Esq., com- 
mander, whose names are inserted in the margin, 
and who itappears were sent to Jamaica, to which 
station the Rhodian belonged, on suspicion of 
their being subjects of His Majesty ; and I further 
request your attention to a letter from Major 
General Pinckney to the Secretary of War, dated 
^ Headquarters, Charleston, November 4, 18195? 
from which it appears, that twelve of His Ma- 
jesty's subjects, then prisoners of war at Charles- 
ton, were held in prison to answer in their per- 
sons for the fate of the six men of the Sarah Ann 
privateer, sent to Jamaica. 

I have the honor to enelose you the copy of a 
letter from Vice Admiral Stirling, commanding 
His Majesty's ships of war on the Jamaica sta- 
tion, to Mr. Simpson, late sub-agent for prisoners 
of war at Charleston ; from which you will per- 
ceive that the six men of the Sarah Ann are con- 
sidered by the Admiral as American prisoners 
generally, and are now on board a prison-ship, in 
common with other American prisoners. 

Having given you this information with re. 
spect to the six men of the Sarah Aun privateer, 
I have to request you will take the necessary 
measures to have the contingent responsibility, 
which it was thought proper to attach to the per- 
sons of twelve British seamen, now in prison in 
Charleston, taken off, and that they may be in- 
formed thereof. 

I understand that John Gaul, one of the six 
meu, was paroled, and arrived at Georgetown, 
South Carolina, in the brig Cyrus, and that he 
reported himself to the marshal, who informed 
Mr. Simpson * that he had sent on to the Depart- 
ment of State his parole." 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

THOMAS BARCLAY. 

General Mason. 
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-4  . Admiral Stirling to Mr. Simpson. . 
Saar, Port ROYAL, Jamaica, 

v. March 29, 1813. 

Sır: Captain Mowbray, of His Majesty’s sloop 
Moselle, has just sent to me the copy of a letter 
from you to him,and another to Mr. Cook, of His 
Majesty's late sloop Rhodian, dated the 25th ulti- 
mo, respecting six men mentioned in the margin,* 
who were sent here from the Bahamas, as having 
been taken in the American privateer Sarah Ann, 
and: supposed to be subjects of His Majesty; but, 


as no proof.to what country they belong has been | 


adduced, it has never been my intention to bring 
them to trial, and they are at present on board of 
“the prison-ships, waiting an exchange of prisoners. 
Tam, sir, yours, &c. 
CHARLES STIRLING, 
TRE: Vice Admiral.. 
Cuas. R..Simpson, Esq. 


eo -Oreice-Comm’ry GEN’L OF PRISONERS, 
Wei ' — WasutiNGTON, June 9, 1813. 


"Um: Idearn with pleasure, by the letter you 
did me the-honor to address me on the ist instant,. 
and: the ‘letter from Admiral Stirling you have 
“enclosed, that the six men belonging to the Amer- 


iean privateer Sarah Ann, detained in October 
last, and sent to Jamaica to be tried as British 
subjeets, have been restored to the ordinary state 


of prisoners of war, to wait an exchange, and that: 


there is now no intention to bring them to trial. 

I very cheerfully comply with your request, sir, 
and have this day requested the Marshal of South 
Carolina to restore, in like manner, to the ordi- 
Bàry state of prisoners of war, the twelve British 
seamen confined under the orders of this Govern- 
ment by him,and to inform them that the respon- 
sibility attached to their persons for the safety of 
the men of the Sarah Ann has been taken off. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

` J. MASON. 
- Col, Tanos. BARCLAY, &c. 
C. 
Wasuineton, January 30, 1813. 

" Sır: I think it my duty to lay before the De- 
partment, that, on the arrival at Quebec of the 
American prisoners of war surrendered at Queens- 
town, they were mustered and examined by Brit- 
ish officers appointed to that duty, and every na- 
tive born of the United Kingdoms of Great Britain 
and Ireland sequestered and sent on board a ship 
of war then in that harbor. The vessel, in a few 
days thereafter, sailed for England with those 
‘persons on board. 

Between fifteen and twenty persons were thus 
taken from us, principally natives of Ireland, sev- 
eral of whom were known by their platoon offi- 
cers to be naturalized citizens of the United States, 
and others to have been long residents within the 
same. One, in particular, whose name has es- 
caped me, besides having complied with all the 


* Edward Dick, Thomas Rodgers, Adam Taylor, 
John Gaul, Michael Pluck, and George G. Roberts. 


conditions of ‘our naturalization laws, was repre- 
sented by his officers to have lefta wife and five 
children, all of them born within the. State: of 


| New York. 


I distinctly understood, as well from the officers 
who came on board the prison-ship for the above 
purpose, as from others with whom I remon- 
strated on this subject, that it was the determina- 
tion of the British Government, as expressed 
through Sir George Prevost, to punish every man 
whom it might subject to its power, found in 
arms against the British King, contrary to his na- 
tive allegiance. 

-I have the honor to be, &c. 
W. SCOTT, 
Lieut. Col. U. S. 2d artillery. 

Hon. SgcnETARY or War. 


Lonpon, March 1, 1818. 
Sir: Annexed you havea copy of a letter from 


| Henry Kelly, in behalf of himself and twenty- 
| two persons. 


He states that they are all citizens 
of the United States, and have wives and chil- 
dren there; that they were taken last October, 
in Upper Canada, and that they: were sent to this 
country because they were born within the Brit- 
ish dominions. Iam, respectfully, &c. ` 

R. G. BEASLEY. 


To the SECRETARY OF STATE. 


On goard H. M. Suie NAMUR, 
LYING AT THE Nore, Fes. 6, 1813. 

Sin: This is to inform you of the under-named 
twenty-three American soldiers belonging. to. thé 
13th, 6th, and 1st regiments of the United States’ 
armies. We were taken on the 13th of October, 
in Upper Canada. The reason of their sending-us 
twenty-three here is, we were born in the British 
dominions, though we are all citizens of the Uni- 
ted States, and have our wives and children there. 
Weare in a very miserable situation for clothing; 


| having drawn no winter clothes before we were 


taken. We therefore hope you will send us some 
relief to shelter us from the inclemency of the 
weather. 

Sir, I remain your obedient servant, i 

HENRY KELLY. 

Sir, these are the names of my fellow-sufferers: 
Henry Blaney, George McCammon, . John Dol- 
ton, Michael Condin, John Clark, Peter Burr, 
Andrew Doyle,John McGowan, James Gill, John 
Fulsum, Patrick McBraharty, Matthew Mooney, 
Patrick Karns, John Fitzgerald, John Wiley, John 
Donnelly, John Curry, Nathan Shaley, Edward 
MeGarrigan, John Dinne, John Williams, George 
Johnson. 

Mr. R. G. BeasLzv. 


Wan Deranrment, May 15, 1813. 
Sin: You will herewith receive the copy of 8 
letter addressed to the Secretary of State by R. 
G. Beasley, Esq., our commissary of prisoners In 
London, by which it appears, that twenty-three 
soldiers of the 1st, 6th, and 13th regiments of the 
United States’ infantry, made prisonérs during 
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the last campaign in: Upper Canada, have been 
sent tò England in confinement, as British 
subjects. . 

You are therefore hereby commanded to put 

into close confinement twenty-three British sol- 
diers, to be kept as hostages, fcr the safe keeping 
and restoration (on exchange) of the soldiers of 
the United States who have been sent as above 
stated to England. 
. So soon as this order shall have been executed, 
you will communicate the reasons of it to the 
British Commander-in-chief in Canada. 

Very respectfully, &c. 

. JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
. "Fo Major General Dearporn. 


HEADQUARTERS, MONTREAL, 
October 17, 1813. 


- Sır: Having transmitted to His Majesty’s Gov- 


ernment a prora letter addressed to me on the. 


31st of May last, by Major General Dearborn, in 
which it is stated that “the American commis- 
sary of prisoners in London had made it known 
to his Government that twenty-three soldiers of 
the Ist, 6th, and 13th-regiments of United States’ 
infantry, made prisoners, had been sent to Eng- 
‘land, and held in close confinement as British 
sübjects, and that Major General Dearborn had 
received instructions from his Government to put 
into close confinement twenty-three British sol- 
‘diers, to be kept as hostages for the safe-keeping 
and restoration, on exchauge, of the soldiers of 
the United States, who had been sent, as above 
stated, to England ; and that, in obedience to those 
"füstructions, General Dearborn had put twenty- 
three British soldiers in close confinement, to be 
kept as hostages;" I have now the honor of ac- 
quainting you, that I have received the instruc- 
tions of His Majesty's Government distinetly to 
state to you, for the information of the Govern- 
ment of the United States, that I have received 
the commands of His Royal! Highness the Prince 
‘Regent, forthwith to put in close confinement 
forty-six American officers and non-commissioned 
officers, to be held as hostages for the safe-keeping 
of the twenty-three British soldiers stated to have 
been put in close confinement by order of the 
‘American Government. 
" Ihave been directed at the same time to apprize 
you, that, if any of the said British soldiers shall 
suffer death by reason that any of the said soldiers 
of the United States, now under confinement in 
England, bave been found guilty, and that the 
known law, not only of Great Britain, but of 
every independent State, under similar circum- 
stances, has been. in consequence executed, that 
I have been fürther instrueted to select out of the 
American officers and non-commissioned officers 
whom I shall have put into confinement, as many 
as-may double. the number of the British soldiers 
who shall have been so unwarrantably put to 
death, and to cause such officers and non-commis- 
sioned officers to suffer death immediately. Ihave 
„been further instructed by His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment to notify to you, for the information of the 


Government of the United States, that the com- 
manders of His Majesty's armies and fleets on 
the coasts of America have received instructions | 
to proseeute the war with unmitigated severity 
against all cíties, towns, and villages, belonging 
to the United States, and against the inhabitants 
thereof, if, after this communication shall have 
been made to you, and a reasonable time given 
for its being transmitted to the American Gov- 
ernment, that Government shall unhappily not 
be deterred from putting to death any of the sol- 
diers who now are, or who may hereafter be, kept 
as hostages for the purposes stated in the letter 
from Major General Dearborn. 

I have the honor to be, with great considera- 
tion and respect, your Excellency’s obedient, hum- 


ble servant, 
GEORGE PREVOST, 
Lt. Gen. and Com’der of the Forces. 


His Exe’y Maj. Gen. WILKINSON. 


Extract of a letter from Major General James Wilkin- 
son to Lieutenant Genera! Sir George Prevost. 
HEADQUARTERS, GRENADIER ISLAND, 
November 1, 1813. 

I yesterday evening had the honor to receive 
your letter of the 17th past, and shall immedi- 
ately transmit a copy of it to the Executive of the 
United States. 

I forbear to animadvert on the acts of our supe- 
riors, whatever may be their tendency; but you 
must pardon me fer taking exception to an ex- 

ression in your letter. The Government of the 

nited States cannot be “deterred” by any con- 
siderations of life or death, of depredations or 
conflagration, from the faithful discharge of its 
duty to the American nation. 


OFFICE Comm’ry Gen’ or Prisoners, 
W asniNaTOoN, Nov. 18, 1813. 


Sir: , This despatch will be delivered or for- 
warded to you by Major Richard Graham of the 
army. You will be pleased to deliver to him all 
the commissioned enemy officers in your charge, 
belonging to any of their land troops not militia, 
whether captured on land or on board their ves- 
sels. They are to be immediately marched under 
guard to Frankfort, in Kentucky, and their sub- 
sistence money to cease from the time you so de- 
liver them. You are particularly requested, how- 
ever, to give them all the aid in your power, and 
to see jusüce done them in the settlement of their 
aecounts of their boarding houses, and in the de- 
livery of their baggage, &c. You will use the 
requisite precautions, in concert with Major Gra- 
ham, to hold up the disclosure of this measure 
until all the officers designated are secured hy 
him. You will then inform those gentlemen 
that this measure has been forced on us by the 
recent treatment of our officers held by the enemy 
in Canada. Lam sir, &c. 


J. MASON. 
Tuomas STEELE, Esq. 
Deputy Marshal of Ohio. 


Peel 
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0: OFFICE Comm’ry GEN'L or PRISONERS, 
en $ Wasaineron, Nov. 23, 1813. 


-© ` Sin: In order to secure a sufficient number of 
hostages to answer in their persons for the pro- 
per treatment of a certain number of American 
‘officers now in possession of the enemy, on whom 
the British authorities have recently threatened 
to exercise a severity unknown in civilized war- 
fare, and outraging humanity, I am commanded 
by the President to instruct you to place forth- 
with in close confinement all the British com- 
missioned officers of every rank belonging to 
their land service, now prisoners of war within 

our district, and safely to hold them until fur- 
‘ther orders. 

By the last returns from your deputy, Mr. Mel- 
ville, there are supposed to be, as by the annexed 
list, sixteen persons; but be the number more or 
less, you will understand the whole are to be 
embraced by the present order. 

The place of confinement is left to your dis- 
.eretion ; in making this selection, however, you 
will endeavor tofix on a town which will offer 
a sufficient number of safe and decent prison 
rooms to receive those officers, without inconve- 
.hiently crowding them ; the object being at this 
time to hold them, with as little suffering on 
their part as can be done consistent with security 
against escape, for ultimate measures dependent 
.on the conduct of the enemy; and you are re- 
quested, for the better ordering of the first ar- 
rangement, to attend in person. 

By this same mail an order will be transmitted 
from the Department of War to General Cush- 
ing, commanding at Boston, requiring him to act 
.n concert with you on this occasion, and to fur- 
nish a well appointed and adequate guard for the 
purpose.of securing the prisoners in the first 
instance, moving them to the place of confine- 
ment, and there guarding them in prison. 

"You will at once perceive, sir, that the service 
. now required of you is of an important and deli- 
. cate nature. The President counts on your zeal 
and discretion to execute it with promptitude, and 
such precautions as tay be necessary to prevent 
escapes, which may possibly be attempted by some, 
although on parole; to which end, you will con- 
sult confidenually with General Cushing. Since, 
immediately on taking them into close custody, 
their paroles will be suspended, then also must 
the subsistence money be stopped, and you will 
make arrangements, in some regular way for sup- 
plying, in as comfortable manner as the nature 
of the case will admit, those unfortunate officers 
. with good, wholesome fare, lodging, firing, &c.; 
having always regard to the proper economy. 

You are particularly requested to make as early 
a return as possible, after this measure is exe- 
euted, of the persons eonfined, descriptive of name, 
to what corps belonging, rank, place of nativity, 

last place of residence, &c. 


I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient 


servant, 


James Prince, Esq., 
Marshal of Massachusetts. 


J. MASON. 


OFFICE Comm’ry Gen’. or PRISONERS,- 
Wasatnaton, Nov. 24, 1823, 
Sır: Enclosed Í send you a copy of a letter 


addressed to you on the 18th instant,” under cover 


to Major Graham. 
In order to secure a sufficient number of host. 

ages to answer in their persons for the proper 

treatment of a certain number of American offi- 


cers now in possession of the enemy, on whom 


the British authorities have recently threatened 
to exercise a severity unknown in civilized wàt- 
fare, and outraging humanity, I am commanded 
by the President to instruct you to place forth- 
with in close confinement, at Frankfort, in your 
State, all the British officers, of whatever rank, 
who may be there delivered to, you by Major 
Richard.Graham of the army, as contemplated 
in my letter of the 18th instant ; and, for the bet- 
ter making the first arrangements, you are re- 
quested to attend in person at the place, at the time 
Major Graham shall arrive there with the pris- 
oners. Frankfort bas been designated as the place 
of confiaement on this occasion, because it was 
hoped that the authorities of the State would 
accommodate the Government with rooms in the 
penitentiary. The Secretary of State has ad- 
dressed the Governor on the subject. You will 
be pleased. to make application to his Excellency 
to that end in its behalf, and pray leave of him to 
occupy in that building as many safe and, decent 
prison rooms as may be sufficient to receive 
these officers, without inconveniently crowding 
them; the object being at this time to hold them, 
with as little suffering on their part as can be 
done consistent with security against escape, for 
ultimate measures dependent on the conduct of 
the enemy. : 

The requisite guard, duly appropriated, will be 
furnished you by Major Graham, for guarding 
the prison. You will make arrangements, in the 
regular way, for supplying, in as comfortable a 
manner as the nature of the case will admit, 
these unfortunate officers with good, wholesome 
fare, lodging, and firing; having always regard 
to the proper economy. yn f 

You will at once perceive, sir, that the service 
now requested of you is of an important and del- 
icate nature. The President counts on your zeal 
and discretion to execute it with promptitude, 
and with such precautions as may prevent es- 
cape. You are particularly requested to make as 
early a return as possible, after this measure 1s 
executed, of the persons confined, descriptive © 
name, to what corps belonging, rank, place o 
nativity, last place of residence, &c. 

I am, sir, &c. . MASON. 
RonERT Crockett, Esq., Marshal. 


Colonel Barclay to the Commissary Gen’) of Prisoners. 
Hantem, November 26, 1813. 


Sır: I have the honor to enclose to you the 
copy of a letter from his Excellency Lieutenant 


* This letter was a duplicate of that sent to Thomas 
Steele, Esq., deputy marshal of Ohio. i 
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General Sir George Prevost, Governor General 


ernment, as now communicated, ordered forty-six 


and commanding His Majesty’s forces, on the | British officers into close confinement, who will 


subject of his having confined forty-six officers 
and non-commissioned officers, American prison- 
ers of war, in retaliation for twenty-three British 
prisoners confined in prison in these States, by 
order of this Government. 

Tf it is the wish of the President or youself to 
he possessed of a eopy of Earl Bathursv’s letter 
referred to in the enclosed copy, I will send it 
with pleasure. It has, however, been published 
in the American newspapers, taken from those 
published in Canada. 


Extract of a letter from Lieutenant General Sir George 
Prevost to Colonel T'homas Barclay. 
Montreal, October 27, 1813. 
Sin: I have the honor to transmit to you a 
copy of a despatch I have received from Earl 
Bathurst, and to acquaint you that, in obedience 
to the orders-of His Majesty’s Government there- 
insignified to me, I have placed twenty officers 


. and twenty-six non-commissioned officers of the 


American army, whose names are enclosed, in 
close confinement. Three general officers, and 


-twelve other officers of different ranks, according 


to the list herewith transmitted, still remain at 
‘Quebec, on parole; but the remainder of the sol- 
diers and seamen, amounting to about five hun- 
dred men, I have thought fit to send to Halifax, 
not haying the means of providing for them du- 
ring the Winter. 

__Regretting, as I sincerely do, this necessary act 
of severity and ‘retaliation, which I have com- 
municated to Major General Wilkinson, I have 


` thought fit to apprize you of it, that you may, 


should any representation be made to you upon 
the subject, be enabled to point out to the Amer- 
ican Government the cause of it, and the means 
in its power of relieving those who are suffering 
from it, by the immediate discharge from con- 
finement of the twenty-three British soldiers, 
prisoners of war, so unjustly imprisoned. 


Extract of a letter from Major General Wilkinson to 
Lieutenant General Sir George Prevost. 


Heapbauarrers, MaLonE, Dec. 3, 1813. 

Sır: In my letter to you of the 1st ultimo, I 
‘apprized you that your communication of the 
17th of October last had been transmitted to the 
President of the United States; and I have now 
the honor to lay before you the result. 

In a recent communication from the War De- 
partment, I am commanded by the President to 
make known to you, in reply to your letter, and 
for the information of your Government, that the 
Government of the United States, adhering un- 
alterably to the principle and purpose declared in 
the communication of General Dearborn to you, 


' on the subject of the twenty-three American sol- 


diers, prisoners of war, sent to England to be 

tried as eriminals, and the confinement of a like 

number of British soldiers, prisoners of war, se- 

lected to abide the fate of the former, has, in con- 

sequence of the step taken by the British Gov- 
13th Cox. 2d Sxss.—67 


be immediately put to death in case of the put- 
ting to death of the forty-six American officers 
and non-commissioned officers ordered into close 
confinement until it shall be known that the for- 
ty-six American officers and non-eommissioned 
officers in question are no longer confiued. 

Iam further commanded by the President to 
advise you, for the information of your Govern- 
ment, that in the event of any proceedings of the 
British commanders on our coast against the in- 
habitants thereof, contrary to the laws of war 
observed among civilized nations, as threatened 
in your communication of the 17th of October, 
the United States will avail themselves of the 
means in their power for such exemplary retali- 
ations as may produce a return to those legiti- 
mate modes of warfare, from which no other con- 
sideration than the necessity imposed by the con- 
duet of the enemy could ever induce them to 
depart. 


Extract of a letter from Sir George Prevost, com- 
manding the British forces in Canada, to Major 
General Wilkinson. 


HEADQUARTERS, MONTREAL, 
December 11, 1813, 


Sin: I have had the honor to receive your 
Excellency's despatches of the 3d and 4th in- 
stant. In communicating to your Excellency, 
in my letter of the 17th of October last, the re- 
taliating measure which His Majesty's Govern- 
ment had been compelled to adopt, in conse- 
quence of the imprisonment, by Major General 
Dearborn, of twenty-three British soldiers, as 
hostages for as many natural horn subjects of 
His Majesty found in the service of the United 
States In arms against their native country, I 
had entertained the hope that the American 
Government would have been induced to aban- 
don a principle not recognised by any of the other 
civilized nations of the world, and against which, 
when attempted to be put in practice, they have 
all invariably resisted. 

I regret to find myself disappointed in this 
just expectation, by the communication made by 
your Excellency of the determination of your 
Government unalterably to adhere to the prin- 
ciple and purpose declared in the letter of Major 
General Dearborn of the 31st of May last, and of 
its having, in consequence, directed forty-six 
British officers, prisoners of war, to be closely 
confined until the forty-six American officers and 
non-commissioned officers, now closely confined 
at Quebec as hostages, shall be released. 

This step on the part of the Government of the 
United States leaves me no other alternative but 
that of directing, and which I have accordingly 
done, the whole of the American officers (inelu- 
ding the general officers) now on their parole in 
these provinces, to be immediately placed in 
close confinement; and I have further to ac- 
quaint your Excellency, that it is my determi- 
nation to put into close confinement every Amer- 
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ican officer who shall hereafter fall into my 
power, to the number of forty-six, inclusive of 
those who had been confined previous to the re- 
ceipt of your Excellency’s letter, and so to keep 
them confined until I shall receive the further 
directions of His Majesty's Government on this 
subject. 


Extract of a letter from Major General Wilkinson to 
Lieutenant General Sir George Prevost, command- 
ing the British forces in Canada, dated 

Hrapavarrters, Marone, Dec. 20, 1813. 


Str: Your Excellency’s letter of the 11th in- 
stant reached my outpost, on Chateaugai, the 
evening of the 18th, and came to my hand yes- 
terday. i 

„I regret the resolution you have adopted in re- 
spect to the retaliatory system forced on the Ex- 
ecutive of the United States by the resurrection 
of dormant pretensions which had ceased fora 
long time to torment mankind, and which (your 
Excellency will pardon the observation) have 
not been invariably asserted by the British Gov- 
-erament. Several instances might be quoted to 
support the fact; but I will trespass the remark- 
able case of the late Major General Charles Lee 
only on your Excellency's attention, because it is 
most directly in point. Some time after the 
capture of that officer by Colonel Harcourt, his 
exchange was demanded by Congress, and re- 
fused by the British commander on the express 
grounds for which you now contend ; in conse- 
quence of which, Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, 
of the seventy-first regiment, and five Hessian 
field officers, were thrown into ignominious con- 
finement, as hostages for his safety; and here 
the contest terminated—the British Government 
yielding its pretensions, and admitting General 
Lee to be exchanged as an ordinary prisoner of 
war. But while I deplore the course you have 
marked out for your conduct, I should fail in 
courtesy if I did not acknowledge my obliga- 
tions to you for the candid avowal of your inten- 
tions in respect to the American officers who 
may hereafter fall into your hands, because this 
avowal will, I flatter myself, constitute their 
safeguard against imprisonment. 


Extract of a letter from Colonel Thomas Barclay to 
the Commissary General of Prisoners, dated 


Hanuzn, December 15, 1813. 


Sim: I have the honor to enclose you a copy 
of a letter received yesterday from Lieutenant 
Colonel Grant, of the militia of Lower Canada, 
dated from the jail at Worcester; and I have to 
request you will inform me for whom the nine 
British officers and the volunteer mentioned there- 
in bave been placed in a more than ordinary 
state of strict retaliatory confinement. I hadun- 
derstood from you, that the officers and men on 
whom you intended to retaliate for the fifty-nine 
soldiers sent to England, and the forty-six placed 
in close confinement, by way of retaliation, by 
his Excellency Sir George Prevost, were those 


at Newport and Chilicothe ; and I am certain 


that the officers now in jail at Worcester, who 


are a part of the British troops captured by Com- 
modore Chauncey on Lake Ontario, are a part of 
the British prisoners you promised me should be 
sent from Salem, in return for the military pris- 
oners now daily expected from Nova Scotia. 
Why your original plan has been changed, and 
what British prisoners are intended to be released 
by you and sent to Halifax for the Americans 
expected at Salem, are questions to which.I en- 
treat your answer. 
what principles you have directed restrictions, 
independent of the strictest imprisonment, to be 
exercised on them; and whether they receive the 


I beg also to be informed on 


usual allowance of three shillings sterling per 


day. These are important questions to be re- 
solved, and admit not of my being kept in sus- 
pense. l 


Worcester Jai, December 6, 1813. 
Sin: From the tenor of your letter of the 22d 


of October, addressed to Lieutenant Colonel My- 


ers, I was led to expect that an arrangement for 


the mutual exchange of prisoners had been made 


between the two Governments, by which the 
British prisoners then in the United States were 
to be immediately marched to Burlington for 
that purpose. On application to the deputy 
marshal at Pitisfield, I was informed that he had 
received a letter from the Commissary General 
of Prisoners, instructing him that all prisoners 
taken after the 5th of October were .to be ex- 
changed by the way of Halifax. It was in vain 
I complained of the unreasonableness. of this 
measure. I was informed that the arrangement 
was decisive, and that a cartel was expected 
from Halifax in a short time for that purpose. 

Finding that it would be useless to make any 


further remonstrance, I proceeded to Worcestet . 


on my parole, that I might be enabled to take 
advantage of the opportunity which, I was in- 
formed, would shortly offer for my exchange. I 
have now the honor to inform you that, by an 
order from the President of the United States, I 
have, with the undermentioned officers, been 
placed in close confinement, notwithstanding the 
assurances which have been so frequently made 
me of my being exchanged, without any regard 
to my being a militia officer, and the only in- 
stance of the kind which has presented itself du- 
ring the war, that of a militia officer being even 
detained in the United States. 

Major Villette, Captain Zehender, 

Lieutenant Decenter, 

Lieutenant Manuel, loe Watteville’s, 

Lieutenant Duval, 

Lieutenant Steele, 89th regiment, 

Lieutenant Carter, royal artillery, 

Mr. Morris, volunteer, royal artillery, 

Dep. Asst. Com. Gen. J. C. Green. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient ser- 
vant. C. WM. GRANT, 

Lieut. Col. B. M. L. C. 
Tuomas Bancrav, Esq. 
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Harem, December 21, 1813. 


: Sig: In my letter to you of the 15th current, 
I stated, in addition to other matters, the more 
than ordinary severity of the treatment Colonel 
Grant and the nine other British prisoners, com- 
mitted to Worcester jail by the Marshal of Mas- 
sachusetts, experienced. I am since informed 
that, in order to render their situation still more 
unpleasant, they have, with the exception of one. 
‘been deprived of their servants, who have been 
‘marched to Boston or Salem as prisoners; and 
that their confinement, in every other respect, is 
the reverse of what gentlemen, even under sen- 
tence of death, ought to experience. I hope this 
treatment and, privation have been exercised 
without the knowledge of the American Govern- 
ment, 

The treatment which the American officers in 
close confinement within His Majesty’s colonies 
receive, is very different, and in every particular 
as liberal and comfortable as the nature of their 
imprisonment will permit. ‘In proof of this, I 
enclose a copy of a letter published some days 
since in the Philadelphia Gazette, purporting to 
be a letter from a captain in the United States’ 
service, a prisoner in Quebec, to his father. The 
letter, I consider, bears strong marks of authen- 
ticity. 

Having stated the treatment that British pris- 
oners in these States, and American prisoners in 
His Majesty’s dominions, both placed in strict 
confinement on retaliatory principles, receive, it 
rests with your Government to procure a contin- 
uation of the same comforts and conveniences to 
its prisoners which they now enjoy, by imme- 
diately directing that similar indulgences be ex- 
tended to British subjects in these States under 
similar circumstances; or to compel His Majes- 
ty’s Government to direct that the same severity 
be exercised towards American prisoners which 
His Majesty’s subjects experience under their 
confinement in these States. 

Should your Government, upon this represen- 
tation, think proper to adopt the former of these 
‘alternatives, you will be pleased to return me the 
enclosed letter. On the contrary, should a con- 
tinuance of the severity and privation be consid- 
ered necessary on the part of the United States, 
permit me to request that you will do me the 
favor to forward the enclosed letter, by a flag of 
truce, to his excellency Lieutenant General Sir 
George Prevost. 

A return of the servants to the officers is neces- 
sary, or at least in the proportion of one servant 
to two officers. I am under the necessity of re- 
questing an answer to this. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient ser- 
vant, THOMAS BARCLAY. 

General Mason, &c. 


Extract of a letter from the Commissary General of 
Prisoners to Colonel Thomas Barclay, dated 
WASHINGTON, December 26, 1813. 
Sin: In reply to your inquiries of the 15th 
instant, relative to Lieutenant Colonel Grant, 


and other British officers, confined in the State 
of Massachusetts, (first reminding you, as you 
have before been apprized, that it has been uni- 
formly the practice of this Government, in mat- 
ters of retaliation, to execute the measure in- 
tended before any official communication was 
made,) I have the honor to inform you that these 
officers have been so placed, to answer, in part, 
for the safety and proper treatment of the forty- 
six American officers, commissioned and non- 
commissioned, confined in the common jail at 
Quebec, a measure announced as determined on 
by the letter of the 17th October, from General 
Sir George Prevost to Major General Wilkinson, 
the execution of which was made known to me 
by vour letter of the 26th November. Orders 
have been given for the confinement of other 
British commissioned officers in Massachusetts 
and elsewhere, to the number of forty-six, includ- 
ing those named by you, for the same purpose. 
So soon as the returns shall be received, they will 
be communicated to you. 

The reply to your inquiry, on what principle 
restrictions have been directed, independent of 
the strictest imprisonment, to be exercised on 
your officers, is, that none such have been di- 
rected; and as to what you term more than ordi- 
nary state of strict retaliatory confinement, since 
you have not been pleased to furnish me with 
any evidence of the manner in which our officers 
have been treated in their jail, it is not in my 
power to enter now upon that part of the subject. 
1 will assure you, however, that orders were 
gren to show to your officers, whose close con- 

nement has been made necessary by a previous 
act of your Government, all the mildness, and to 
afford them all the accommodation consistent 
with their unfortunate situation; and that the 
requisite inquiries have been made as to the exe- 
cution of the intention of this Government. The 
paroles of these officers haviug been suspended, in 
lieuof thethreeshillingssterling perday, directions 
were given to supply their tables with good, plain 
fare, and their rooms with sufficient fuel and 
comfortable bedding ; and, from the character of 
the marshal in whose custody they are, I cannot 
doubt that this has been done. 

You could never have understood from me, sir, 
that it was intended to retaliate, at any given 
place, for the violent conduct of your Govern- 
ment in placing in jail forty-six of our officers at 
Quebec. This highly offensive and novel pro- 
cedure was not known in this country at the 
time you last left the seat of Government, and 
you will find nothing written from me to that 
effect. ‘There is no doubt that the British officers 
now imprisoned at Worcester, in Massachusetts, 
to whom you allude, make part of the troops I 
proposed should have been sent to Halifax, by 
return of the British cartel which you engaged 
should bring over to Salem, from that place, such 
of our land troops as had been carried there from 
Quebec; nor is there less doubt that the forty-six 
American officers, a list of whom you have far- 
nished me in your letter of the 26th November, 
are part of the American prisoner troops you en- 
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gaged with me should be immediately released 
from Canada; the soldiers and non-commissioned 
officers to be delivered on the lines, and the com- 
missioned officers to be paroled, to return directly 
on the reception of your despatches by your com- 
manding officer in Canada, in return fora like 
number to be released to you; with which ar- 
rangement your commanding General in Canada 
has refused to comply, even as to those he yet 
holds there, uninterfered with by retaliatory meas- 
ures. When your cartel shall arrive from Hali- 
fax with American prisoners, I shall have from 
the adjacent depots a corresponding number of 
British. prisoners to be returned by her. But in 
the uncertainty of a disposition according with 
your arrangements, as evinced by the late experi- 
ment in Canada, it is certainly best for your pris- 
oners,and most prudent on my part, that they 
should not be removed until we are more cer- 
tainly informed of the coming of our prisoners. 


Orrick Comm’ry Gen’ oF PRISONERS, 
Wasainerton, Dec. 26, 1813. 


Sin: In your letter of the 26th ultimo, trans- 
mitting copy of a letter from Sir George Prevost 
of the 27th October, and a list of forty-six Ameri- 
can officers confined in jail at Quebec, you offer 

+ to furnish, if desired, a copy of a letter from 
Earl Bathurst to Sir George Prevost; as that 
paper forms part of the documents in the case to 
which your communication has reference, I will 
thank you to send it to me. 

Returns of all the prisoners, confined in retali- 
ation in this country, shall be sent you as soon as 
they can be made complete. I have, &c. 

i J. MASON. 

Col. Tuomas BARCLAY, &c. 


Orrice Comm’ry Gen’L or PRISONERS, 

‘Wasuineton, Dec. 29, 1813. 
. Sig: In answer to your letter of the 21st inst., 
I beg leave to assure you, that it is very far from 
the intention of this Government, or the desire of 
any of its officers charged with that painful ser- 
vice, to cause to be felt by British officers con- 
fined in retaliation for the American officers put 
in jail in Quebec, more inconvenience than has 
been made necessary by the conduct of the enemy 
in regard to our officers, on whose account they 
are so held. 

Before you advanced such a declaration as the 
following: “I am since informed that, in order 
to render their situation still more unpleasant, 
they have, with the exception of one, been de- 
prived of their servants, who have been marched 
to Boston, or Salem, as prisoners; and that their 
confinement, in every other respect, is the reverse 
of what gentlemen, even under the sentence of 
death, ought to experience. I hope this treat- 
ment and privation have been exercised without 
the knowledge of the American Government ;” 
it is to be regretted that you had not taken pains 

- to have been better informed. The unfortunate 
situation of these gentlemen is sincerely to be 
lamented; when confined in a jail, however, you 


must see the impossibility of making them as 
comfortable as, from their habits and rank in life, 
would be otherwise desirable. Bot that they 
have been treated with unnecessary severity is 
positively denied, as having been in any degree 
directed or countenanced by the Government, nor 
is it believed as practised by the officer in whose 
charge they are. You might, sir, at least, on this 
occasion, have refrained from attributing unwor- 
thy motives. If their servants have been with- 
drawn, they shall be restored so soon as it is as- 
certained that our officers, closely confined, re- 
ceive that accommodation. It is the intention of 
this Government to make their situation in every 
respect similar to that of our officers held in pris- 
on, and, to that end, we shall be&ery glad to re- 
ceive from you any information you may be able 
to communicate; but you must permit me, sir, to 
say, that we cannot take the anonymous news- 
paper paragraphs you have sent for authority on 
that subject. 

You will remark, sir, by the documents sent 
you in my letter of yesterday, that Colonel Gard- 
ner, our agent at Quebec, has been refused per- 
mission to visit them; he may, therefore, not 
have been able to give me any information about 
their situation. I have the honor to be, &e. 

J. MASON. 

Col. Tuomas BARCLAY, &c. 


I, Timothy Whiting, of Lancaster, in thecounty 
of Worcester, do testify and say, that being at 
Worcester on the day of the commitment of the 
British officers, (meaning those who had been at 
Worcester on parole,) I heard the marshal direct 
Doctor Lincoln (his reputed agent for taking care 
of prisoners) to be particularly careful, and see 
that they were treated with great humanity, and 
well provided with good and wholesome pravis- 
ions, bedding, &c. The marshal appeared very 
solicitous that the humanity of the United States 
should not suffer from any neglect in this respect ; 
and he observed to Doctor Lincoln, that by the 
cartel three shillings sterling per day was al- 
lowed to each gentleman for subsistence, and he 
presumed there would be no objection to his al- 
lowing to the extent of four dollars per week; 
that it was not intended that these officers should 
be served with prison beds, as, for this additional 
sum, the jailor would provide good, comfortable 
beds for them. This was fully acquiesced in by 
Doctor Lincoln and myself, and our official situ- 
ation, as county officers connected with the jail, 
enabled us to know, and to state to the: marshal, 
that it was in the power of the jailer to furnish 
as good bedding as is generally found in the best 
public houses in Worcester, and we had no doubt 
of the jailer’s humane disposition. These obser- 
vations were made to the marshal, from the soli- 
citude he discovered to have the officers treated 
with all the kindness and attention which, he 
said, he thought was due to men so peculiarly 
situated as these officers were, and which could 
be done. consistent with their safe-keeping. 


TIMOTHY WHITING. 
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; Lancaster, Jan. 24, 1814. 
WORCESTER, ss. 

Then Timothy Whiting, Esq., personally ap- 
peared, and made solemn oath to the above dep- 
osition by him subscribed. 

Before me, JOSIAH FLAGG, 

Justice of the Peace. 


Extract of a letter from Colonel Barclay to the Com- 
missary General of Prisoners. 


January 6, 1814. 
. Agreeably to your request of the 26th ultimo, 
I enclose a copy of Earl Bathurst’s letter to Lieu- 
tenant General Sir George Prevost of the 12th 
.of August. 
‘ Downine Street, Aug. 12, 1813. 


Sin: I have had the honor of receiving your 
despatch No. 66, of the 6th June, enclosing a let- 
ter addressed to your Excellency by Major Gen- 
eral Dearborn. ^ In this letter it is stated that the 
American Commissary of Prisoners in London 
had made it known to his Government, that 
twenty-three soldiers, of the first, sixth, and thir- 
teenth regiments United States’ infantry, made 
prisoners, had been sent to England, and held in 
elose confinement as British subjects; and that 
Major General Dearborn had received instruc- 
tions from his Government to put into close con- 
finement twenty-three British soldiers, to be kept 
as hostages for the safe-keeping and restoration, 
in exchange, of the soldiers of the United States 
who had been sent, as above stated, to England; 
and. General Dearborn apprizes you, that, in obe- 
dience to.those instructions, he had put twenty- 
three British soldiers in close confinement, to be 
kept as hostages. 

- The persons referred to in this letter were sol- 
diers serving in the Amerivan army, taken pris- 
oners at Queenstown, and sent home by you, that 
they might be disposed of according to the pleas- 
ure of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, 
they having declared themselves to be British 
born subjects. Your Excellency has been di- 
rected to send home the necessary evidence upon 
this point, and they are held in custody to under- 
go a legal trial. 

You will lose no time in communicating to 
Major General Dearbon that you have transmit- 
ted home a copy of his letter to you, and that you 
are, in consequence, instructed distinetly to state 
to him that you have received the commands of 
His Royal Highness the Prince Regent forth- 
with to putin close confinement forty-six Ameri- 
can officers and non-commissioned officers, to be 
held as. hostages for the safe-keeping of the twen- 
ty-three British soldiers stated to have been put 
in close confinement by order of the American 
Government; and you will, at the same time, ap- 
prize him that, if any of the said British soldiers 
shall suffer death, by reason that the soldiers now 
under confinement here have been found guilty, 
and that the known law, not only of Great Brit- 
ain, but of every independent State, under simi- 
lar circumstances, has been in consequence exe- 


cuted, you have been instructed to select out of 
the American officers and non-commissioned offi- 
cers, whom you shall have put into close confine- 
ment, as many as may double the number of Brit- 
ish soldiers who shall have been so unwarrant- 
ably put to death, and cause such officers and 
non-commissioned officers to suffer death imme- 
diately. ` l 

And you are further instructed to notify to Ma- 
jor General Dearborn, that the commanders of 
His Majesty’s armies and fleets on the coasts of 
America have received instructions to prosecute 
the war with unmitigated severity against all 
cities, towns, and villages, belonging to the Uni- 
ted States, and against the inhabitants thereof, 
if, after this communication shall have been duly 
made to Major General Dearborn, and a reason- 
able time given for its being transmitted to the 
American Government, that Government shall 
unhappily not be deterred from putting to death 
any of the soldiers who now are, or who may 
hereafter be, kept as hostages, for the purposes 
stated in the letter from Major General Dearborn. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

BATHURST. 


To Sir Gsoncx Prevost, Bart. $c. 


Extract of a letter from the Commissary General of 
Prisoners to Colonel Thomas Barclay. 
Wasuineron, Jan. 26, 1814. 

Sin: I have the honor to enclose you extracts 
of letters lately received from Colonel Gardner, 
American agent for prisoners in Canada, to wit: 
one of the 25th of November and 17th of Decem- 
ber, and a copy of a letter from him of the 10th 
of December, accompanied by copies of a cor- 
respondence between him and General Glasgow, 
to say, of the 8th and 9th of December from Col- 
onel Gardner, and of the 9th and 10th from Gen- 
eral Glasgow. 

By these you will perceive that now the Ame- 
rican agent is barred altogether from visiting any 
prisoner in confinement, and that when he is per- 
mitted even to go into the lower town of Quebec, 
where no prisoners are held, to purchase any ar- 
tieles or transact any business for them, he is 
guarded and restricted to a few hours. 

In consequence of the last paragraph of the let- 
ter from Colonel Gardner of the 17th of Decem- 
ber, and the relaxation of the commanding offi- 
cer in Canada, towards some of our officers, I have 
with pleasure found myself enabled to ameliorate, 
in a degree, the situation of your officers of cor- 
responding rank. I have instructed the Marshal 
of Kentucky to offer to the British field officers 
now confined at Frankfort a parole, restricting 
them to sueh houses and their premises as they 
can most conveniently be located in; in this or- 
der I have included Majors Chambers and Muir, 
understanding that they are majors by brevet, and 
Captain Crowther, because he has his family with 
him; to his lady and two small children, who, I 
understand, compose his family, I have directed 
to be paid subsistence equal to one and a half of 
the sum of the allowance to officers of the rank 
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of her husband, to wit: at the rate of. four shil- 
lings and sixpence sterling per day. 

I enclose you a list of all the officers now con- 
fined in the State of Kentucky ; so soon as I can 
receive the reports from the other marshals, they 
shall be furnished. 


Extract of a letter from Colonel Thomas Barclay to 
the Commissary General of Prisoners. 
January 27, 1814. 

Tam directed to acquaint you that, if it is the 
wish of your Government to release the whole or 
a-part of the officers and men now in confinement 
on retaliatory measures, on its releasing British 
prisoners so confined, a similar number of Ameri- 
can prisoners under the same kind of confine- 
ment, and of the same rank, shall be forthwith 
released in Canada and Nova Scotia, and be suc- 
ceeded by an immediate exchange. 


Extract of a letter from the Commissary General of 
Prisoners to Colonel Thomas Barclay. 


FEBRUARY 3, 1814. 


In yourletter of the 27th of January, you state 
that you are directed to acquaint me, that if it is 
the wish of this Government to release the whole 
or a part of the officers and men now in confine- 
ment on retaliatory measures, on the release of 
British prisoners so confined, a similar number of 
American prisoners under the same kind of con- 
finement, and of the same rank, shall be forthwith 
released in Canada and Nova Scotia. 

If you mean that all officers and men, prison- 
ers of war, on either side, who have been confined 
in retaliation, or for whose confinement measures 
of retaliation have been resorted to, shall now be 
released by both Governments, your proposition 
will be promptly assented to; or if it is meant 
that leaving in each case which has occurred, 
those who constituted the first step of rigorous 
confinement on each side, to stand the one desig- 
nation against the other, and to release all others 
held in retaliation by either nation, it will be as 
readily agreed to, and stipulated that exchanges 
for those so released, according to rank and equiv- 
alent, shall immediately follow. 

If I have understood you correctly as to either 
mode of proceeding on this important subject, 
Iam instructed, sir, to inform you that this Gov- 
ernment will enter with the least possible delay 
on such arrangements as may be found best cal- 
culated to relieve the sufferings of the unfortunate 
persons implicated on both sides. 


Extract of a letter from Colonel Thomas Barclay to 
the Commissary General of Prisoners, dated 

: Fesrvary 10, 1814. 

Your letter of the 4th instant I have received. 
I had hoped I had expressed myself with so much 
perspicuity in my letter of the 27th of January, 
that my meaning would have been perfectly un- 
derstood by you. 

If you will examine that letter, you will find 


the proposal therein contained to relate to a gen- 
eral exchange of all the prisoners of war, includ- 
ing those under confinement on retaliatory prin- 
ciples. In answer to your question, whether it 
was intended to include in my proposal to you 
“those for whose confinement measures of retal- 
iation have been resorted to,” I beg leave to say 
it was not. 

With respect to characters of that description, 
I have no authority to make any proposition. 


Extract of a letter from the Commissary General of 
Prisoners to Thomas Steele, Esq., Deputy Marshal 
of Ohio, dated 

Wasaineton, Jan. 29, 1814. 


It has become necessary, in order to meet by 
corresponding measures the treatment used by the 
enemy towards our officers in their power, to con- 
fine all British officers remaining in your cus- 
tody. 

Tenelósé you a despatch from the Department 
of War to Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, com- 
manding officer at Chilicothe, requesting him to 
furnish an officer and guard to conduct safely to 
Kentucky such of the British officers as you may 
deliver him. You will keep the contents of this 
despatch entirely to yourself, until you see and 
deliver the despatch to Colonel Campbell, and 
you will consult confidentially with him as to 
the measures to be taken to secure all the officers. 
before any alarm is excited, in order to prevent: 
escapes. 

By your last returns it appears that you held, 
of the army, two cadets; of the navy, five lieu- 
tanants, two masters, three midshipmen, and six: 
masters’ mates. 

These and other officers or cadets of the Brit- 
ish army or navy you may hold, of rank not lower 
than those designated, if I should have mis- 
taken your returns, are by order of the President 
immediately to be placed in close confinement, 
and delivered to Colonel Campbell, to be con- 
ducted to Frankfort, in Kentucky, there to be de- 
livered to the Marshal of that State. 

You will be pleased, as requested in the former 
order on a similar occasion, to conduct this pro- 
cedure with all the humanity and tenderness the 
case may be susceptible of, guarding always 
against risk of escape; and you will pay all the 
officers up the arrearages due to the time that the 
paroles are suspended, and see every justice done 
them in settling their accounts, &c., with the in- 
habitants. 


Extract of a letter from the Commissary General of 
Prisoners to the Marshal of Massachusetts, dated 


FresRvuaRY 8, 1814. 


"The British authorities at Quebec and Halifax 
having thought proper to confine closely a num- 
ber of officers, (over and above the forty-six first 
confined at Quebec,) on plea of retaliation for 
their officers confined in the United States, to be 
held for the safety and proper treaunent of these, 
I am commanded by the President to instruct 
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you to confine closely at Pittsfield, and to place 
under military guard all the officers British pris- 
oners who may have been returned by your dep- 
uty, Major Melville, from Burlington, Vermont, 


* to the State of Massachusetts, a list of whose 


names was: forwarded you yesterday, presumed 
in number to be nineteen or twenty. You will 
be pleased, as in similar cases, and as heretofore 


` recommended, to inform the officers the cause of 


their confinement, and to do all that may depend 
on you to make their situation as comfortable as 
possible consistent with safety against escape. 


Extract of a letter from the Commissary General of 
Prisoners to James Prince, Esq., Marshal of Massa- 
chusetts, dated i 
, Fesrvary 22, 1814. 
In mine of. the 11th [ requested my order, as 

to the confinement of the officers to be returned 

from Burlington to Cheshire, to be suspended. I 

haye before. me yours of the 14th, informing me 


. ofthe prompt measures you had taken to execute 


. my order of the 8th; as I had advised Major 


Melville by the same mail of my intentions to 


. suspend the order for a few days, it is probable 


H 


they were not executed ; but be this as it may, I 
have now, by command of the President, to re- 
quire you.to deliver over to Major Sizer, to be 
conducted by such routeas he may prefer, avoid- 


‘ing always any military work or maritime city, 


to be conducted to the city of Philadelphia, an 


. there to deliver to the Marshal of Pennsylvania, 


who. will be apprized of their coming, all the 
British prisoner officers in your custody, whether 
heretofore. confined or not, with the exception of 
the field officers, who I understood to be Colonel 
Grant, Major Villette, and Major Joseph Powell ; 


‘to these you will offer the form of specific parole 


as hostages, sent you in my letter of the 29th of 
January; and, if accepted, take one from each, 
and assign them to some particular house and 
premises in the town of Cheshire; if not accept- 
ed, arrest either of them not so accepting, and send 
him on to Philadelphia with the other officers. 

The officers I understand thus, under this order, 
to be sent on to Philadelphia or paroled, will be 
the seven returned in your list of the 14th in- 
stant. 

Four returned in Major Melville’s list of the 
24th of December, confined at Lenox. 

Nineteen returned in Major Melville’s list of 
the 29th of January, as sent from Burlington. 

Two naval officers, shown in your late returns, 
on parole, viz: Lieutenant Carpenter and one 
midshipman. : 

It is not meant, however, by this designation, 
to exclude any others of similar description I 
may have overlooked. Captain James S. Tyeth, 
intended to have been confined at Lenox with the 
other four, was reported by Major Melville to be 
in too bad a state of health to be in confinement ; 
if he still remains so, he may remain at Cheshire 


on ordinary parole. 
JOHN MASON. 
J, Prince, Marshal, $c. 


Extract of a letter from the Commissary General of 
Prisoners*to John Smith, Esq., Marshal of Pennsyl- 
vania, dated ` 

i Fesruary 23, 1814. 

Sir: The conduct of the enemy in confining 
many of our officers prisoners in their hands 
on the plea of retaliation for certain hostages des- 
ignated and confined in the United States, to an- 
swer for the proper treatment and safety of a like 
number of American prisoner soldiers, separated 
from their fellow prisoners, and sent to England 
for trial, has imposed upon the Government the 
necessity of confining British officersin our power, 
equal in number, to be held responsible for every. 
improper treatment of the enemy towards our 
officers. 

Iam commanded by the President to require 
that you will, immediately after the reception of 
this letter, suspend the paroles of, and place in 
close confinement, all the British commissioned 
officers of the army or navy, or midshipmen, or 
masters, or master's mates in the navy now in 
your custody within the State of Pennsylvania, 
not suffering from wounds or sickness, except 
Lieutenant Lovesay of the Jaseur, reported in 
yours of the 17th January, who happens to stand 
for the present in a peculiar situation : there are 
presumed to be three at Pittsburg, and a few at 
Laneaster, the number not precisely known ; but 
be they more or less, this measure is to reach 
them all, except the Lieutenant before mentioned, 
as the numbers. now within your State, in addi- 
tion to those directed to be confined in other 
States, will not exceed that which is now required 
by the circumstances of the case. 

You will,sir, so conduct the procedure on your 
part, that no knowledge of the intention of the 
Government on this subject shall be given until, 
at each place where there may be such officers 
in your State, the arrest is ready, under proper 
precautions to be made, and the persons of the 
British officers secured. In order that escapes 
may be effectually guarded against, those who 
may be at Pittsburg you will instruct your deputy 
to hold in confinement there ; those at Lancaster, 
or any place not more distant, you will remove 
under a sufficient guard, in carriages, to Phiadel- 
| phia, and confine them in that city. 

So soon as thearrest takes place, the parole be- 
| ing suspended, the subsistence money is also sus- 
| pended; and you will provide the officers in each 
! ease with comfortable plain fare, suitable to their 
Í ranks in life, for subsistence; and you will di- 
| rect at Pittsburg, and provide in Philadelphia, in 

the places destined for their confinement, on the 
| best terms you can, comfortable rooms, with stoves 
or fire-places, and such beds and furniture as will 
be convenient and proper, so as they may not be 
too crowded, to be conveniently subsisted ; and 
you will allow to each field officer (if any) one 
servant to each, and to each four others one ser- 
vant each; the servants to be taken from the 
prisoner soldiers, or paid by the officers; to be 
confined, however, in the walls of the jail, and to 
have no intercourse from without. You will al- 
low to the officers the means, through proper 
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dhaiimeèls, of sending out to procure apything of 
d proper nature for their use, and the use of books, 
pen, ink, and paper, &c.; but you will permit no 
person to see or converse with them but in the 
preserice of yourself or one of your officers, and 
will allow no written paper or letters to pass to 
or from them, unless first inspected; and you 
will take particular care that nothing is introduced 
by them, or conveyed to them, that may facilitate 
eséape. 

You will, having thus taken every possible 
means to prevent escape, do all that may depend 
on you to make the situation of these unfortunate 
officer's as comfortable as the nature of the ease 
Will admit, and treat them with as much tender- 
ness and humanity as possible; and you are re- 
quested to explain to them the cause of their con- 
finement, to inform them that the Government 


kas reluctantly taken such steps, forced on it by | 


the conduct of the enemy in regard to our officers 
Held by there. — 
Orriczs Comm’ay GEN’L or PRISONERS, 
; Wasaineton, Feb. 28, 1814. 

Sin: When I returned you, on the 26th of Jan- 
uary, a list of British officers confined in Kentucky, 
because of the attempt to escape made by several 
of those who had been confined in Massachusetts, 
I was not able to ascertain, by any report I then 
had, with sufficient precision, the number and 
names of those held there. Ihavenowthe honor 
to enclose you a return of thirty-nine British of- 
ficers, originally confined in retaliation, in part, 
for the forty-six American officers and non-com- 
missioned officers imprisoned in October last at 
Quebec ; of these, four have effected their escape, 
as shown at foot, and four other British officers 
have been ordered into confinement to replace 
them; of the remaining thirty-five, twenty-four 
were confined in Kentucky, and eleven in Massa- 
chusetts, as pointed out in the list. You will be 
pleased to remark, that this list includes the one 
sent you on the 26th January, and contains, so 
far as that went, the same names. 

At the time of the act of your Government at 
Quebec which produced this step of retaliation 
on our part, twenty-odd British officers had been, 
as I have before informed you, advanced to Bur- 
lington, towards the completion, on our part, of 
the engagement entered into with you last Fall. 
Desirous, under these circumstances, when it was 
made known that some of our officers remained 
uninterfered with at Quebec, by the rigid mea- 
sures adopted by Sir George Prevost, that some 
of our prisoner soldiers also were yet there, over 
and above those shipped off to England or to 
Halifax, to leave the British officers so advanced 
on parole, (and in what was thought would be 
the most acceptable situation,) to be offered in 
exchange against the American officers then on 
parole at Quebec, it was determined, although 
the number designated at that time, in retaliation 
for the forty-six American officers confined at Que- 
bec, was short of the numbers required here, and 
that the British officers sent to Burlington pre- 


sented themselves as the most proper persons from. 
whom to make the selection of the number yet. re- 
quisite, in the spirit of conciliation, to save them 
untouched by the retaliatory system, until they 
should have been so offered in exchange. This 
having been done, with a full explanation to Sir 
George Prevost, and rejected by him,and it havin 
been ascertained that both at Quebec and Halifax 
a second series of American officers had been con- 
fined, amounting in number to at least forty-six, 
orders have been given in Massachusetts, Penn- 
sylvania, and Ohio, to confine an additional num- 
ber of British officers; including those who had 
been sent to Burlington, in order to complete 
pale the deficit in the list now sent, against the 
orty-six arrested by yout officers) the whole hum- 
ber of ninety-two, in the hope the authorities of 
your Government did not persist in holding in 
confinement with those first arrested to a greater 
amount. 

On this subject I want information, and will 
thank you to inform me particularly what has 
been the course.taken by your officers at Quebec 
and Halifax. Iam advised by Colonel Gardner 
at Quebec, that, in the second step taken there 
in relation to our officers, ten were confined at 
Quebec. Iam without any preeise information 
whereby to be governed at this time. 

By the letter from your agent for prisoners, of 
the 20th December, which you sent me, I find 
that all the Ameriean officers, military, naval, 
and of private maritime service, to the number 
of seventy-two, had been confined, and that it 
was intended to go on to arrest, to make up thé 
number of ninety-two ; that afterwards, so many 
of these as came over in the Analostan, and Lieu- 
tenant Budd, were released. In another part of 
the same letter it is stated that forty-one Amer- 
ican officers remained confined on board the ship 
Malabar. Mr. Mitchell,our agent-at Halifax was 
so ill at his house in the country, where he had 
been confined for a considerable time, that in his 
short letters of the last of January, by the Bostock 
cartel, he merely refers to a general list sent him 
by Mr. Miller, of the prisoners at Halifax, by 
which I am ata loss to understand whether there 
were thirty-one or forty-seven American officers 
at that time in confinement at Halifax. 

So soon as the returns, under the last orders 
for confinement of British officers in retaliation, 
for those long ago confined at Quebec and Hali- 
fax, are received, they shall be comminicated to 
you. : 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient 
servant, J. MASON. 

Col. Tuomas BARCLAY, &c. 


BuapENssuna, March 10, 1814. 

Sig: Agreeably to the request contained in 
your letter of the28th of last month; I enclose you 
a copy of Lieutenant Miller's letter to me on the 
subject of American officers in close confinement 
at Halifax, with a list of their names—seventeen 
military and fourteen maritime officers. These 
I believe to be the whole in close confinement à 
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Halifax. Also, ‘a list of twenty officers and 
‘twenty-six non-commissioned officers, American 
risóners, confined at Quebec. This is the only 
ist of officers confined at Quebec in my possession. 

: THOMAS BARCLAY. 
General Mason, &c. 

A D. 

H. M. SniP Porctiers, May 8, 1813. 


Sır: Iam sorry I am. under the necessity of 
detaining John Stevens and John King,late of 
the Vixen, in consequence of tlieir being British 
subjects. I am, sir, &c. 

J. P. BERESFORD. 

To Lieutenant DRAYTON. 


Navy Department, May 17, 1813. 
Sir: You are authorized and instructed to ad- 
dréss a letter to Admiral Sir John Borlase War- 
ren, répresenting the following facts and determi- 
nation, viz: that a part of the officers and crew 
‘of thé late United States’ brig Vixen were return- 
ilg from Jamaica on parole as prisoners of war, 
and entering the Delaware, when Commodore 
Beresford caused them to be brought on board the 
Poictiers, and detained until a part of the crew of 
that ship, whom he demanded in exchange, were 
sent down from Philadelphia; that ultimately he 
‘detained John Stevens, carpenter, and Thomas 
' King, seaman, two of the aforesaid crew of the 
Vixen, on the plea of their being British subjects 
as appears by a letter from Commodore Beresford 
. tọ Lieutenant Drayton, late first of the said brig 
‘Vixen; and that you are commanded explicitly 
to: declare that, in retaliation for the violent and 
unjust detention of the said John Stevens and 
. 'Fhomus King, the Government of the United 
States will immediately cause four British sub- 
jects to be selected and held in duress, subject to 
the same treatment, in all respects, that the said 
John Stevens and Thomas King may receive du- 
ring their detention. 
On the receipt of the Admiral’s answer, you 
will communicate the same to me without delay. 
I am, respectfully, &c. 
W. JONES. 
CHARLES STEWART, Esq., 
Commanding naval officer, Norfolk Va. 


U. S. FRIGATE CONSTELLATION, 
orr NorroLk, May 20, 1813. - 


_Sir: I have the honor to represent to your 
Exeelleney that a part of the officers and crew 
of the late United States’ brig Vixen, returning 
from Jamaica on parole as prisoners of war, were, 
on entering the Delaware, taken out of the flag 
of truce by Commodore Beresford, commanding 
on that station, and detained until a part of the 
. crew of the Poictiers, then prisoners at Philadel- 

phia, were demanded by him and sent down in 
exchange ; that ultimately he detained on board 
the Poictiets John Stevens, carpenter, and Thomas 
King, seaman, late of the United States’ brig 
Vixen, on plea of their being subjects of His Brit- 
annic Majesty. 


This violation of the rights of prisoners on pa- 
role is so contrary to the usage of civilized nations, 
that I trust your Excellency will give such in- 
structions upon that head as will prevent a simi- 
lar violation in future. 

I have it in command from my Government to 
state to your Excellency, that, in retaliation for 
so violent and unjust a procedure on the part of 
Commodore Beresford, in detaining the above 
Mr. John Stevens and Thomas King, four sub- 
jects of His Britannie Majesty will be immedi- 
ately selected and held in durance, subject to the 
same treatment, in all respects, which may be 
shown towards the aforesaid two persons during 


their detention. I hope your Excellency will 


give this subject your earliest attention, and direct 
the release of Mr. Stevens and Thomas King, 
who have been so improperly detained on board 
the Poictiers. 
I have the honor to be, &e. 
CHARLES STEWART, 
Communding officer of the U. S. 
naval forces at Norfolk, 
Rt. Hon. Sır Jonn WARREN, 
Admiral of the Blue, 4c. 


H. B. M. Suir MARLBOROVGA, 
In Lynnuaven Bay, May 21, 1813. 
Sır: In the absence of Sir John Warren, Ihave 
the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your let- 
ter under date of the 20th current, complaining 
of the conduct of Commodore Beresford towards 
some American prisoners of war returning to 
Philadelphia on parole, and of his having detained 
on board the Poictiers Mr. John Stevens and 
Thomas King. i 
No report of these circumstances has yet 
reached Sir John Warren or myself from Com- 
modore Beresford, but I have no hesitation in as- 
suring you, sir, that every inquiry would have 
been made into them, and every satisfaction and 
explanation thereon, which the case might have 
required, would have been offered to your Govern- 
mentand myself, with the least possible delay, had 
it not been for the threat with which your represen-, 
tation on this subject is accompanied ; the tenor of 
which being likely to produce an entire change in 
the aspect of our communications, and particularly 
in what relates to individuals whom the fate of 
war has placed within the power of our respective 
nations, it totally precludes the possibility of my 
now entering further into the subject than to as- 
sure you your letter shall be transmitted to the 
right honorable the Commander-in-chief by the 
earliest opportunity ; and whenever his answer 
arrives, it shall be forwarded to you without 
delay. Ihave the the honor to be, &c. 
G. COCKBURN. 
CaPTAIN STEWART, &c. l 


OFFICE Comm’ry GEN’L or PRISONERS, 
Wasuincton May 28, 1814. 
Sır: The President has ordered that four Brit- 
ish subjects be designated as hostages for the 
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King, seaman, late of the United States’ brig 
Vixen, prisoners of war, and returning on parole 
from Jamaica, violently detained, in the begin- 
ning of this month, when entering the Delaware, 
by Commodore Beresford, on the plea of their 
being British subjects. 

You will, immediately on reception of this let- 
ter, select, by lot, from among the British priso- 
ners of war in your custody, and belonging to 
King’s ships, (taking special care to avoid the 
ten men of the Guerriere’s crew lately released 
by you,) four men, two carpenters, or of the rank 
of carpenter as near as may be, and two seamen ; 
place them in duress, and hold them in close con- 
finement, subject, by future orders, to the same 
treatment, in all respects, that the said John 
Stevens and Thomas King may receive during 
their detention. 

So soon as you have made the selection, you 
are required, by an early communication, to give 
me the names and description of the hostages, 
and of their place of confinement. 

_Thave the honor to be, &c. 
J. MASON. 

James Prince, Esq., 

Marshal of Massachusetis. 


Orrice Comm’ry Gen’. or PRISONERS, 

Wasuineton June, 10, 1813. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit the copy of 

a letter from Captain Stewart, commanding the 
United States’ naval forces at Norfolk, dated the 
20th of May, to Admiral Warren, and that of a 
letter from Rear Admiral Cockburn, dated 21st 
of May, in reply, relative to a most unjustifiable 
act of Commodore Beresford, as to part of the 
officers and crew of the late United States’ brig 
Vixen, at the mouth of the Delaware. Leaving 
the general question of the interference of Com- 
modore Beresford with these prisoners of war 
returning on parole, and the exaction made by 
him in. consequence of the irregular power thus 
assumed, on the ground on which Captain Stew- 
art has very properly placed it, I will remark 
that Captain Stewart was certainly9misappre- 
hended by Admiral Cockburn, in attributing to 
him the intention of conveying a threat as to 
the final detention of two of the American pris- 
oners. On the contrary, the expression used by 
Captain Stewart communicates, in very plain 
terms, the decision of this Government, then al- 
ready made, that four of His Britannic Majesty's 
subjects should be immediately selected and held 
in durance, subject to the same treatment, in all 
respects, &c. And I have now to inform you, 
sir, that, in virtue of this decision, and by an or- 
der from this office, the Marshal of Massachusetts 
has designated, and placed in close confinement, 
William Kitto, carpenter, and Henry Bedding- 
field, boatswain, of the late British packet Swal- 
low, and John Squirrell and James Russell, sea- 
men, of the Dragon 74, subjects of His Britannic 
Majesty, to be held responsible for the safety of 
Jobn Stevens, carpenter, and Thomas King, sea- 


brig Vixen. 


] flatter myself, sir, that this subject will com- 
mand your early attention, and that you will cause 
the officer and seaman of the Vixen to be imme- 


diately released and returned to this country, 


according to their destination when taken from 
the cartel. I have the honor to be, &c. 
J. MASON, 
Colonel Tuomas BARCLAY, &c. 


Extract of a letter from Colonel Thomas Barclay to 
the Commissary General of Prisoners, dated 


June 15, 1813. 

. The subject of your letter of the 10th (the de- 
tention of King and Stevens by Commodore 
Beresford) is a matter. not committed to me by 
my Government. It is of the first consequence, 
and on which the two nations have long enter- 
tained very different opinions. Although in or- 
dinary cases of American prisoners of war arriy- 
ing from British ports to these States, wherein 
either the whole or a part of them may have 
been detained by the commander of one of His: 
Majesty's ships of war, it would be my duty to 
request information why the prisoners were de- 
tained, still, in the present instance, as your letter 
to me, and Captain Stewart’s letter to: his Ex- 
cellency Sir John Borlase Warren, whereof you 
have sent me a copy, develop the cause of deten-. 
tion, I cannot interfere without going into the 
merits; in doing which either Admiral Sir John 
B. Warren or Commodore Beresford might with . 
propriety question my authority. 


Extract of a letter from the Commissary General of 
Prisoners to Colonel Thomas Barclay, dated 


Avausr 25, 1813. 

Ihave the honor to inform you that I yesterday 
directed the Marshal of Massachusetts to restore 
to the ordinary state of prisoners Jolin Squirrell 
and James Russell, seamen, late of the British 74 
gun ship Dragon, held, as I informed you in my 
letter of the 18th of June, to answer for the safety 
and proper treatment in the hands of the enemy 
of Thomas King, seaman, of the United States 
late brig Vixen. King having lately made his 
escape from confinement in Bermuda, and, at the 
imminent risk of his life, arrived alone in an open 
beat on our coast, and reported himself to his offi- 
cers, although he was not released, it has been de- 
termined, for the sake of humanity, not to regati 


‘the manner in which he has been restored to his 


country, and to relieve at once from anxiety and 
rigid confinement the two British seamen so held 
on his account. 
E. 
Navy Yarp, CHARLESTOWN, 
June 3, 1813. 

Sin: I have the honor to enclose to you a de- 
position respecting the inhuman treatment which 
Mr. Nichols, late commander of the private arme 
ship Decatur, belonging to Newbury port, has re- 
ceived from the British Government at Barba-. 
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does. Ihave been credibly informed that Cap- 
tain Nichols is a very respectable and correct man ; 
therefore, a fair presumption that he has not com- 
miited himself in such a manner as ought to de- 
prive him of the established rights of a prisoner 
of war. Any measure which the Government of 
our country may see proper to adopt in conse- 


. quence. of this determination, I shall readily at- 


tend to.: I have the honor to be, &c. 
' WM. BAINBRIDGE. 
Hon. WinLiAM Jones, Sec’ry Navy. 


I, James Foot, of Newburyport, in the county 
of Essex and Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
mariner, testify and depose that I was a prize- 
master on board the private armed brigantine 
Decatur, of Newburyport, in her late cruise, Wil- 
liam Nichols, commander; that; on the 18th day 
of January now last past, the said brigantine was 
captured by His Britannic Majesty’s frigate Sur- 
prise, commanded by Captain ‘Cochrane, and car- 
ried into Barbadoes. After our arrival in Bar- 
badoes, Captain Nichols, with the other officers 
of the Decatur, were paroled. About two months 
after our arrival, His Britannic Majesty’s frigate 
Vesta arrived in Barbadoes, and, through the in- 
fluence of the commander of the Vesta, Captain 
Nichols, without any known or pretended cause, 
was arrested and held in close confinement, with- 
out liberty to speak to any of his officers, or any 
other American. The place where Captain 
Nichols was confined was about four feet in 
width, and seven feet in length, on board a prison 
ship, where he remained for thirty-four days, as 


^ mearly as I can recollect, and was then taken on 


board His Majesty’s ship Tribune, and carried to 
England. What the cause of the unwarrantable 
and unjustifiable conduct of the enemy towards 
Captain Nichols was, I am unable tostate. There: 
were several reports in circulation ; one was, that 
he was to be carried to England and held a pris- 
oner until the release of certain men in France 
from whom Captain Nichols recaptured his ves- 
sel, which had been taken by the British before 
the commencement of the present war between 
the two countries. Another report was, that he 
was to be held until the close of the war, on ac- 
count of his having been active against the ene- 
my since the commencement of hostilities, and 
having been fortunate in a former cruise. 


JAMES FOOT. 


COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
Essex, 88 - : 

On this thirty-first day of May, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thir- 
teen, personally appeared James Foot, the sub- 
scriber to the foregoing deposition, and made 
solemn oath that the same is true. 

JACOB GERRISH, J. P. 


OFFICE Comm’ry Gzw'L or PRISONERS, 
Wasuineron, June 21, 1813. 
Sir: Immediately on reception of this letter, 
you are requested and instructed, by command 
of the President, to designate two masters of pri- 


vate armed ships, or of merchantmen, British 
subjects, and prisoners of war, the first in prefer- 
ence, if you or the Marshal of Maine have such 
in your charge, to place them in close confine- 
ment, and to hold them for further orders from 
this office, to answer for the safety and proper 
treatment of Captain William Nichols, late mas- 
ter of the private armed brigantine Decatur, of 
Newburyport, who was, when a prisoner, paroled 
at Barbadoes last Spring, unjustifiably and ia- 
humanly confined on board a prison-ship at that 
place for more than a month, and then sent to 
England, in similar confinement, aboard one of 


| the enemy’s armed ships. 


I shall write to the Marshal of Maine, and re- 
quest him, if necessary, to act in conjunction with 
you on the subject. f 

. You will be pleased to communicate this letter 

to Commodore Bainbridge, who has been good 
enough to interest himself in this matter of na- 
tional feeling and justice, and to concert with 
him the proper measures; and,so soon as the 
order is executed, to give me the names, descrip- 
tion, and places of confinement of the two per- 
sons designated. If there be more than two of 
the proper character from whom to designate, 
the designation should be made by lot. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

J. MASON. 

James Prince, Esq., 

Marshal of Massachusetts. 


Extract of a letter from Colonel Thomas Barclay to 
the Commissary General of Prisoners, dated 


Jouy 3, 1813. 


I beg leave to assure you that! shall at all 
times consider it my duty to give you the earliest 
information in my power of the detention or con- 
finement of any of the officers of the United 
States’ Army and Navy, private armed vessels 
or merchantmen, with the reasons, as far as comes 
to my knowledge. I hope to receive the same 
treatment from you in similar cases. 

The New York Gazette of this day states, un- 
der the Portland head, that Joseph Barss, captain 
of the late British privateer schooner Liverpool 
Packet, had been ordered into close confinement 
in Portland, on the 28th ultimo, by order of your 
Government, and it is said as retaliatory for the 
treatment by the British of Captain Nichols, of 
the Decatur, of Newburyport. 

I request you will communicate to me such 
facts as you can reveal consistent with your duty 
on this subject. 


Extract of a letter from the Commissary General of 
Prisoners to Colonel Thomas Barclay. 


Jury 8, 1813. 


On the 21st of June I gave directions to the 
Marshal of Massachusetts to execute a retaliatory 
order from this Government, (which, I presume, 
is the one to which you allude in your letter of 
the 3d instant,) with intention, as soon as his re- 
turn was received, to give you information there- 
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9f,as was done on a late oceasion of a similar 
kind. "That return has not yet been received; so 
soon as it is, you may be assured that you shall 
hear from me on the subject. 


Extract of a letter from Colonel Thomas Barclay to the 
Commissary General of Prisoners. 
Jury 27, 1813. 
„On the 3d instant I informed you the New 
` York Gazette stated that Captain Joseph Barss, 
of the Liverpool Packet privateer, a British pris- 
oner of war, on parole in Massachusetts, had been, 
by order of this Government, put in prison, retal- 
iatory for treatment which Captain Nichols, of 
the American privateer Decatur, received in some 
part of His Majesty's dominions; and as J was 
totally ignorant of the cause, either of Captain 


Nichols's confinement or of Captain Barss's im- | i 
i p i | Extract of a letter from Colonel Thomas Barclay to 


prisonment, save what the Gazette expressed, I 
requested you to communicate to me such facts 
' äs Were consistent with your duty to reveal. 

^ On the 8th of this month I received your an- 
swer, in. the words following: “On the 21st of 
June I gave directions to the Marshal of Massa- 
chusetts to execute a retaliatory order from this 
Government, (which, I presume, is the one to 
which you allude in your letter of the 3d instant,) 
with intention, as soon as his return was received, 
to give you information thereof. That return 
has not yet been received; as soon as it is, you 
may, be assured that you shall hear from me on 
the subject.” 

~- Llave not since heard further from you on this 
subjéet. On iaquiry, I learn the following par- 
ticulats respecting Captain Nichols: Previous to 
the present war between Great Britain and the 
United States, Captain Nichols commanded the 
American brig Alert, and, on his voyage to 
France, was detained by a British ship of war, 
and an officer and men put on board the Alert, 
with orders to carry her into a British port for 
adjudication; that, soon after, Captain Nichols 
and the men of the Alert rose on the British offi- 
cer and seamen, regained the command of the 
Alert, and compelled the officer and British sea- 
men to go into a small boat of the Alert, and 
turned them adrift at sea. Captain Nichols then 
pursued his voyage to France; before he made 
the land, he was, however, again met by the same 
British ship of war, and not being able or willing 
to give a correct account of the officer and men 
originally put on board his brig, he was sent to 
England as a prisoner for trial, under the suspi- 
cion of his having murdered, or otherwise made 
away with them ; previous to his trial he effected 
his escape. A proclamation was issued for his 
being apprehended and lodged in any of His Ma- 
jesty’s jails. Captain Nichols, at the commence- 
ment of the present war, was commander of the 
Decatur, American privateer, captured and sent 
into Barbadoes, where he was paroled. His Ma- 
jesty’s ship Vesta, by which the Alert brig had 
been originally detained, arrived at Barbadoes 
some time in January last; the commander of 
which immediately recognised Captain Nichols, 


had him arrested, and sent to England, in the 
Tribune frigate, for trial. A partial account, Į 
understand, has been published in the Newbury- 
port newspaper, in June last, of Captain Nichols’s 
arrest and imprisonment at Barbadoes, and being 
sent to England. 

I have to request you will acquaint me whether 
the statement [ have given you is correct; if not, 
that you will be pleased to furnish me with the 
facts you are possessed of. More than a sufficient 
period has elapsed for the Marshal of Massachu- 
setts to send you his return; if I suffer Captain 
Barss (and Captain Woodworth, who F also 
learn, is confined on the same principle) to re- 
main in jail, without attempting their release, I 
shall, with justice, stand charged with neglect 
of duty. ! 


the Commissary General of Prisoners. 
Harem, August. 7, 1813. 
On the 27th day of July, nineteen: days after 
the date of your letter to me, not having received 
the promised information, I again addressed you 
on the subject of Captain Barss and a Captain 
Woodworth, who, in the interval abovemention- 
ed, I discovered was also a close prisoner for the 
same cause; and, at the same time, gave you the 


merits of Captain Nichols’s case, his arrest, and 


being sent to England for trial. The detail, Lin- 
formed you, was the best I had been able to ob- 
tain, and requested you to acquaint me whether 
it was correct; if not, that you would be pleased 
to possess me with the facts in your possession, 
I have waited some time in the hope of receiving 
your answer. From your silence [ am under the 


necessity of taking up the statement I transmitted, 


to you as correct. If it is not, I feel it my duty 
to say you should long since have given mea 
true case. If, therefore, the subsequent remarks 
are founded on false premises, you will have the 
goodness to attribute them to your silence and 
delay. i 


I beg leave to submit the following remarks, 


which, as they are founded on general principles, 
I flatter myself will meet your and the President's 
concurrence: 

Prisoners of war, guilty of crimes, are objects 
for trial and punishment by the nation to which 
they are prisoners; and the nation to which such 
prisoners belong has no right to object to the trial 
or punishments, provided they are agreeable to 
the laws of the land in which such prisoner may 
be, or consonant to the laws of nations. ; 

When the citizen or subject of one nation is à 
prisoner, if the nation to which he is a prisoner 
treats him with unaccustomed severity, or in any 
other manner supposed to be illegal, itis the duty 
of the Government to whom he belongs to ascer- 
tain the facts, require an explanation, and, when 
possessed of all the circumstances, to acquiesce in 
the treatment, or remonstrate against it; and 
eventually, if justice is not done, or satisfaction 
made, to retaliate. One nation has not the right 

o retaliate on the subjects of another, without 


E 
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first demanding the above explanation. War, of 
itself, even under the present control of civiliza- 
tion, is sufficiently barbarous, without going this 
last step, which I have reason to fear is the in- 
tention of this Government, to retaliate on Brit- 
ish prisoners, whatever Americans may receive 
from the British Government, even in cases where 
the American prisoners have been guilty of 
crimes. It appears. from the statement transmit- 
ted to you, that Captain Nichols, prior to the war, 
was committed to jail in England for some of- 
fence. Whether he was innocent or guilty is 
immaterial; at that time the same law would 
have been measured to him in common with His 
Majesty's subjects, and he was bound to have 
submitted thereto. Captain Nichols, however, 
thought proper to avoid a trial, and made his 
eseape from prison. "The British Government is- 
. sued a proclamation for apprehending him; he, 
however, escaped, and returned to these States. 
On the declaration of war he was appointed 


commander of the Decatur privateer, and, in Jan-. 


mary last, was captured by His Majesty's ship 
Surprise, and sent to Barbadoes, where he was 
paroled, and had the liberty to walk the streets. 
Soon after the Vesta frigate arrived at Barbadoes, 
. the commander of which recognised Captain Ni- 
chols, knew the crime he had committed before 
the-war, when Captain of the Alert merchant 
vessel, his escape, and the proclamation for ap- 
prehending him. He, therefore, had him arrest- 
ed,and he has since been sent to England for 
his trial. 
. You will at once perceive that Captain Nichols 
was not arrested or sent to England for any act 
committed by him since, but for an offence prior 
to the war, when the two nations were at amity, 
and when he was as amenable to the laws of 
England as any of His Majesty's subjects. 

His acquittal or punishment will be by a due 
eourse of law, and not by a naval or military 
tribunal; and I trust it is scarce necessary for me 
to add, that the judgment will be conformable to 
law and justice. Captain Nichols cannot acquire 
any rights from the war, or in consequence of be- 
ing a prisoner, which will protect him for offences 
committed prior to the war. 

I eonfidently hope the preceding relation and 
remarks will prove satisfactory, and that an order 
may be immediately forwarded for the release of 
Captains Barss and Woodworth. 1 pray your 
early answer. 

With much more propriety might His Majesty 
retaliate for the detention and close confinement 
of:Mr, Bowie, in Massachusetts, who is accused 
of attempting to convey letters to Halifax during 
war, than this Government attempt to prevent, 
by retaliatory measures, the ordinary effects of 
British courts of law on Captain Nichols, charged 
with crimes committed during a state of profound 
peace. 

I trust retaliatory measures will not in future 
be used by this Government, save on the fair 
principles expressed in this letter; if they are, the 
inevitable consequence will be, that similar meas- 
ures must be adopted on the part of His Majesty. 


Extract of a letter from the Commissary General of 
Prisoners to Colonel Thomas Barclay. 


AvaosT 25, 1813. 


I beg leave to assure you that it was not my 
intention to delay unnecessarily the replies to 
your inquiries, relative to the confinement of 
Captain Barss and Captain Woodworth; [am 
ready to confess that this delay has arisen from 
an accident which [ shall explain, and which re- 
tarded, longer than was desirable, my communi- 
cation. 


I should have more regretted this circumstance, 
but from the tenor of your letter of the 15th of 
June, in reply to mine of the 10th, on a similar 
subject, in which you consider yourself not the 
proper person to be addressed on occasions of this 
nature; yet it is proper to state, that retaliatory 
orders do not originate with me ; they come from 
higher authority, and this office is only made the 
medium of their execution, with instructions, in 
each case, to give to you, when the order is exe- 
euted, information of the fact. In the present 
case, the order from this office, as I informed you 
in mine of the 8th of July, was issued on the 21st 
of June to the Marshal of Massachusetts, to desig- 
nate two masters of private armed ships, or of 
merchantmen, British subjects, and prisoners of 
war, in charge of himself, or of either of the Mar- 
shals of New Hampshire or Maine, and place 
them in close confinement, to be held to answer 
for the safety and proper treatment of Captain 
William Nichols, late master of the private armed 
brigantine Decatur, of Newburyport, who, while 
a prisoner of war on parole at Barbadoes, during 
last Spring, had been seized and inhumanly con- 
fined in a small hole on board a Prison abi at 
that place, and barred from all communieation 
for more than a month, and then sent to England, 
in close confinement, on board one of the enemy’s 
ships, for no offence, alleged or known, other than 
that he was accused, by some of the British offi- 
cers, of having recaptured an American vessel 
under his command, taken from him by a British 
armed vessel before the war; and the Marshal 
was directed to make return. 

It appears that the order was regularly exe- 
cuted, and the two Captains (Barss and Wood- 
worth) designated and confined. The Marshal 
of Massachusetts, although an excellent and ac- 
curate officer, had omitted to make a regular re- 
turn; probably the omission was owing to the 
designation having becn made without his own 
district. I waited for his return when I wrote 
you on the Sth of this month, as I then informed 
you; for certainly it was my intention to have 
communicated the facts and the causes as I have 
now done, without any inquiry on your part, as I 
had done in the case of the four men confined in 
retaliation for the two seized by Commodore 
Beresford, and notwithstanding the manner in 
which you received that communication, 

In reply to your letters of the 27th July, and 
7th of August, I will first beg leave to decline the 
discussion on which you are pleased to enter, as to 
the nature and rights of retaliation in time of 
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xar; and will only remark that, on this point, I 
have no authority to enter on that subject gene- 
rally with you. On the merits of any particular 
case, where prisoners of war are concerned, I am 
authorized, and consider it my duty, to endeavor, 
‘by explanation and a statement of facts, to divert 
severity on either side as much as possible. It is 
difficult to reconcile the following passage in 
your letter of the 15th June; “It does not, there- 
fore, appear to be the duties of my office to in- 
terfere, where it is suggested the officers of His 
Majesty's navy or army have acted, either con- 
trary to law or even indisereetly; such cases are 
to be arranged by the Commander-in-chief of His 
Majesty's ships of war on the American station, 
or by the General commanding His Majesty's 
forces in Ameriea, or by His Majesty's Ministers 
in London.” With the wide field you have taken 
in your letter of the 7th of August, relative to the 
‘eases of Captains Nichols, Barss, and Woodworth, 
it is not easy to suppose that your Government 
should expect that you could exercise here the 
full power of requiring explanation from the 
-American authorities, without offering to them 
the means of similar facility. 

You have, however, given what you suppose, 
as you say, to be the circumstances of Captain 
Nichols's case. As you rest it on no authority, 
you must permit me to say, it is impossible for 
me to act in any way on your present statement. 
Without, however, implying any commitment on 
the part of this Government as tv its future course, 
I will only remind you that you have more than 
once been mistaken on information collected from 
irregular. sources. I will cite the cases of Mr. 
Oswald Lawson, &c., as evidences of the caution 
with which you ought to make official demands. 
All authentic information which you may be able 
to-collect respecting the case of Captain Nichols, 
shall be received with pleasure, and, I can assure 
you, will command the immediate attention of 
the proper authorities. In the meantime it is 
proper to state, that his character has been in- 
quired into, and is considered too respectable to 
be reached by the accusation of crimes you are 
pleased, on rumor only, to bring against him. 


in them. In your letter of the 10th June, after 
stating the facts, you request me to “cause the 
officer and seaman of the Vixen to be immedi- 
ately released and returned to this country." In 
answer, Linformed you this was not in my power; 
that “the duties of my office were confined to the 
relief of British subjects detained in the United 
States of America, and for carrying on exchan- 
ges;” and I added, that which you notice in your 
letter of the 25th instant, “it does not, therefore, 
appertain to the duties of my office,” &c.; this 
was a natural and correct conclusion, after stating 
the nature and extent of my appointment. The 
case in which you called on me to interfere was 
of the first importance ; it embraced the causes on 
which the United States have founded the neces- 
sity of going to war with Great Britain; it in- 
volved the right exercised by Great Britain over 
her subjects; and, on the other hand, the right 
the United States claim with respect to British 
born subjects, made citizens in these States.. T 
therefore told you it was beyond the limits of my 
appointment, and could only be acted upon by 
the Commander-in-Chief of His Majesty’s ships 
of war in America, or His Majesty’s Ministers in 
London; and I acquainted you I should transmit 
to his Excellency Sir John B. Warren, and tomy 
Government, copies of your communication on 
this subject, which was done. I cannot perceive 
in what manner thisacknowledged want of power 
in me can lead you to imagine it deprives me of 
the right of respectfully inquiring of this Govern- 
ment the reasons which have induced it to de- 
prive of the benefit of parole, and treat with in- 
creased severity, two British prisoners of war, not 
charged with having committed a crime or an 
offence. The words of my commission particu- 
larly embrace the case of Captains Barss and 
Woodworth, who are detained in these States. 

I proceed to the second part of your letter—the 
reasons assigned by you for not having returned 
me an answer to my letters on this subject. This, 
you observe, was occasioned by the marshal’s not 
having transmitted you a regular return. The 
return of the marshal was wholly irrelevant to 
the request contained in my letters of the 3d and 
27th July. I made no inquiry respecting the 
conduct of the marshal in executing the order of 
the Government on Captains Barss and Wood- 
worth. Iwas possessed of this fact. What I re- 
quested was, that you would be pleased to “com- 
municate to me such facts as you can reveal con- 
sistent with your duty." This Government must 
have been possessed of them before the 3d of July, 
nay, even prior to the order to the marshal to ap- 
prehend two British prisoners; consequently, it 
was equally in your power on the 8th of July, as 
on the 25th of August, to have offered me the in 
formation requested. 

My letter of the 27th of July contains simply 
the circumstances I had collected respecting Cap- 
tain Nichols; the cause of his parole at Barba- 
does being superseded, and he sent on board the 
prison-ship, and from thence to England; to- 
gether with the request that you would acquaint 
me whether those facts were correct, and, if not, 


Extract of a letter from Colonel Thomas Barclay to 
the Commissary General of Prisoners, dated. 


August 29, 1813. 


I am honored with your letter of the 25th 
instant, on the subject of Captains Barss and 
Woodworth, British prisoners of war, now in 
close confinement in these States, as a retaliatory 
measure for treatment stated to have been re- 
ceived by Captain Nichols, of the Decatur priva- 
teer, while a prisoner, and his having since been 
sent to England as a prisoner. 

From the tenor of your letter, it is evident you 
suppose my letters to you on the above subject 
are in opposition to my letter of the 15th of June, 
in answer to yours of the 10th of that month, re- 
specting two men of the Vixen, taken out of a car- 
tel vessel in the Delaware, by Commodore Beres- 
ford. lam unable to discover any contradiction 
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that you would be pleased to furnish me the facts 
` in your possession. It is true, on the 7th of Au- 
gust, in consequence of your continued silence, 
and witholding from me the information I had 
repeatedly requested, I entered upon the propriety 
of the treatment of Captains Barss and Wood- 
worth, and argued upon it, taking the case sent 
you on the 27th of July, as comprising the whole 
of the facts relating to Captain Nichols,and Cap- 
-tains Barss and Woodworth. Prior, however, to 
,my entering upon the subject, I recapitulated my 
repeated attempts to obtain information from you, 
and added that "from your silence Iam com- 
pelled to take up the statement I transmitted to 
.youas correct; if it is not, I feel it my duty to 
: say should long since have given me a true case.” 
: [beg leave to assure you, sir, that the princi- 
„ples stated by me in my letter of the 7th August, 
-respecting retaliatory measures, were by no means 
intended as-matter of discussion. I consider them 
“as acknowledged principles, and, as such, applied 
them to the case. I will not presume to say they 
“were. apposite to the case under consideration— 
ithat is a question to be determined by others— but 
.I aver the principles to be sound law. 
. The case of Captain Nichols, as represented by 
.me,is generally,though not particularly, acknowl- 
'- ,edged by you, in your letter of the 25th instant, 
' in which you suggest that Captains Barss and 
. Woodworth were placed “in close confinement, 
„to be held to answer for the safety and proper 
treatment of Captain William Nichols, late mas- 
ter of the private armed brig Decatur, of Newbu- 
ryport, who, while a prisoner of war on parole at 
arbadoes, during the last Spring, had been seized 
and inhumanly confined in a small hole on board 
a prison-ship at that place, and barred from all 
communication for more than a month, and then 
sent to England in close confinement on board of 
one of the enemy's ships, for no offence alleged or 
.S known, other than that he was accused by some 
of the British officers of having recaptured an 
. American vessel under his command, and taken 
from him by a British armed vessel before the 
| war.” In the preceding extract, you acknowledge 
that Captain Nichols “ was accused by some Brit- 
ish officers of having recaptured an American 
vessel under his command before the war.” This 
forms a part of my statement to you on the 27th 
of July. In addition to which, I mentioned what 
is omitted by you, but which will eventually come 
out in evidence, that Captain Nichols, on regain- 
ing the possession of the Alert brig, put the prize- 
master and seamen in a small boat, and commit- 
| ted them to the mercy of the winds and waves. 
| It is for this act, principally, he is sent to England 
| to be tried. In a case like the present, I presume 
| that this Government would not have directed 
| retaliatory orders to issue, without having the 
facts confirmed under an oath ; and I had hoped 
: you would have had the goodness to have sent 
| me copies of the depositions taken. lf you can 
i with propriety do it, you will oblige me by send- 


ing them. In my letter of yesterday, 1 informed 
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Captain Nichols on board the prison-ship, who 
swear that he was not " inhumanly confined in a 
small hole on board the prison-ship,” but that he 
had a state-room in the ship, with the use of the 
cabin and quarter-deck, and that they never heard 
either Captain Nichols or any other person com- 
plain of the treatment Captain Nichols received. 
These depositions were taken before a notary 
publie and justice of the peace. 

lam greatly at a loss to account for your hav- 
ing introduced into your letter of the 25th instant 
Oswald Lawson's, and three other cases, in evi- 
dence of my having (as you are pleased to say) 
been mistaken in information collected from irre- 
gular sources; by this means, hinting that my 
representation respecting Captain Nichols apper- 
tained to the same elass. I haveevidently shown 
that this is not so, and that you and myself agree 
in the leading point—that Captain Nichols is ac- 
eused, by one or more of His Majesty's officers, 
of a criminal act before the war. But,admitting 
that no one part of my statement was correct, 
had I not expressly remarked, I am compelled, by 
your withholding all information from me on the 
subject, to suppose from your silence it contained 
the truth. 


Boston, September 3, 1813. 

Sir: In answer to your inquiries, respecting 
Captain William Nichols, I have to state that 
in the year eighteen hundred and eleven, and 1 
think in the month of August, Captain Nichols 
was master of my brig Alert, belonging to New- 
bury port, engaged on a voyage to Bordeaux ; that, 
two or three days after sailing from that port, on 
his return home, he was taken by the frigate, hav- 
ing a cargo of wines, brandies, silks, and nothing 
which could possibly be construed as contraband 
of war; and his vessel was (after a prize-master 
and six men were put on board) ordered for Eng- 
land; he and his mate only, with two small boys, 
being permitted to remain. About three days 
after, he and the mate rose on the crew, tied their 
hands behind them, and hoisted out the long boat, 
being only about forty miles from the land, (and 
summer time,) rigged her, placed on the sails and 
oars, put in her two barrels of bread, plenty of 
beef, two casks of water,a keg of wine, keg of 
brandy, other small stores, all their clothes, and 
such conveniences as would be necessary ; sup- 
plied them with a good compass and quadrant, 
and then put the six men in the boat, in which 
they proceeded to, and safely landed in France. 
Captain Nichols and the mate then called on deck 
the two small boys, who had remained below du- 
ring these transactions, and proceeded on his voy- 
age; but six days after, he was again captured by 
the English frigate Vesta, to whom he related the 
aforegoing circumstances, and the captain and 
officers of this frigate did not treat him as though 
they thought his conduct either criminal or rep- 
rehensible; he was carried with his vessel to 
Portsmouth, in England, and after being on 


| .youl had the depositions of two of the men of | board the frigate in harbor a few days, he came 
the Decatur privateer, who were prisoners with | on shore, went up to London, thence proceeded 
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to Liverpool, and there took passage and returned 
to Newburyport. 

A short time after I gave him the command of 
another of my vessels, namely, the brig Dolphin, 
a new vessel, then lying at Newbury port, and he 
proceeded on his voyage, laden with fish, for Bor- 
deaux; but on his passage out, being at sea thir- 
teen days, he was taken by a British frigate in 
company with a sloop of war. The captain of 
the frigate asked Captain Nichols if he was the 

_ person who retook the Alert? Captain Nichols 
replied in the affirmative; the British captain re- 
plied “it was a braveact, and he should treat him 
as a brave man deserved ;” and after experiencing 
the best of treatment while at sea, this officer de- 
livered, on his arrival to Captain Nichols, all 
his private adventure, the proceeds of which 
passed through my hands from my correspondent 
in England; and Captain Nichols was not re- 
strained on his arrival in England, but was suffered 
to beat large, and come home passenger in the 
ship Aurora, by the way of New York, about six 
weeks prior to the declaration of war between 
this country and England. 

. Directly on the declaration of war I purchased 
(with my friends) the brig Decatur, and Captain 
Niehols was selected asa suitable character to 
take the command; and he proceeded on a cruise 
against the British, took eleven prizes, and re- 
turned into port; the Decatur was refitted, pro- 
ceeded on a second cruise, during which he was 
taken by the Surprise frigate, and carried into 
Barbadoes, and there paroled for nearly two 
months, when, the Vesta frigate arriving at that 
island, he was arrested, sent on board the prison 
ship, placed in close confinement in a room built 
purposely for him, of five feet broad and seven 
feet wide, and no person allowed but his keeper to 
speak to him. After remaining in this unpleas- 
ing situation nearly six weeks, he was sent on 
board the British frigate Tribune, and ordered 
dd England,since when we have not heard from 
im. 

Touching the character of Captain Nichols, as 
a man, and a neighbor, he is modest and unassu- 
ming, yet brave and decided; warmly attached to 
the constitutions, Federal and State, of his native 
country ; eager to resist and cool to defend those 
rights for which the independence of his coun- 
try was established, and which no unjust preten- 
sions of the enemy will lead him to submit to, 
however great his personal sufferings. Asa man, 
heis strictly moral and sincere; as a husband, 
parent, and neighbor, tender, indulgent, and af- 
fable. His connexions are highly respectable, 
and are among the first of our citizens. Univer- 
sal assent among all classes and parties may be 
had that Captain Nichols is truly an honest, brave, 
and useful citizen. 

Ihope this information will be the means of 
restoring him to his family, his friends, and his 
country, and I can myself vouch for the correct- 
ness of the statement. 

lam, sir, your obedient servant, 

BENJAMIN PIERCE. 

James Prince, Marshal of Mass. 


Extract of a letter from the Commissary: ‘General of 
Prisoners to Colonel Thomas Barclay, dated 


OCTOBER 5, 1813. 

In your letters of the 26th and 29th of August, 
you request me to inform you of the determina- 
tion of Government as to the British Captains 
Barss and Woodworth. You state that Captain 
Nichols, of the American privateer Decatur, was 
sent to England for an offence he stands charged 
with prior to the war, to wit, having recaptured 
his vessel, and put part of the prize crew in a boat 
at sea; request me to send you any affidavits or 
other evidence in the case; and inform me that 
you are in possession of the depositions of two of 
the seamen of the privateer Decatur, contradict- 
ing statements you have seen relatiye to the treat- 
ment of Captain Nichols. I send you, sir, as you 
request—although, in the present stage of this 
business, and on your own declarations, I might 
be very well excused from further explanations 
on the subject—the copy of an affidavit by Mr. 
James Foote, prize-master, on board the Decatur 
at the time Captain Nichols was last taken, and 
present at Barbadoes with him when he was 
seized and confined; and of a letter from Com- 
modore Bainbridge of the 3d of June, which com- 
municated it; as also of the narrative of Benja- 
min Pierce, Esq., owner. not only of the privateer 
in which Captain Nichols was last captured, but 
of the vessel in which he was taken before the 
war, of all the cireumstances of the whole case 
with which he must, from his relation with Cap- 
tain Nichols, have been necessarily intimately 
acquainted. The character and standing of Mr. 
Pierce precludes all doubt as to the veracity of 
his account. By it, it will appear that Captain 
Nichols was never prosecuted in England before 
the war, as you have been pleased to state, for 
any act; on the contrary, that he was captured a 
second time and carried to that country without, 


molestation; that the commanders of your frig- : 


ates, who made a prize of him, brought no charge 
against him before the war; and that, as to his 
treatment of the English crew, from whom he so 
bravely recovered his vessel, he did all that could 
have been expected for them, in the unjustifiable 
situation in which he had been placed: he sup- 
plied them abundantly in a good boat, on a smooth 


.sea, in sight of the French coast, on which they 


safely landed. You lay much stress on the offe nce 
you are pleased to impute to Captain Nichols, 
committed as you say in time of peace, namely, 
the retaking his vessel. You compel me, unwil- 
lingly, sir, to remind you that the period to which 
you allude wasa time of peace only on one side; 
it was, “on the side of Great Britain, a state 0 
war against the United States; on the side of the 
United States, a state of peace towards Great 
Britain.” Captain Nichols thus had war made 
on him while peaceably pursuing a lawful com- 
merce. He was justified, by the laws of God and 
man, to retort the war, so far as to free himself 
and his property, as soon as he had it in his power 
to do so. 

You will please to remark, sir, that the narra- 
tive of Mr. Pierce was received after the retalia- 
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[Enclosed in the preceding.] 
Transport Orrice, Nov. 5, 1813. 


Sir: Admiral Griffith having communicated 
to us your letters of the 14th of July, addressed 
to Admiral Sir J. B. Warren, with its enclosures, 
relative to the severities practised by the Ameri- 
can Government towards British prisoners of 
war, in consequence of the confinement of Cap- 
tain Nichols, of the American privateer Decatur, 
we acquaint you that Mr. Nichols, who is now. 
at Chatham, is not confined because he put the 
boat adrift, but simply because the privateer 
which he commanded was not of a sufficient size 
to entitle him to parole, of which circumstance 
Mr. Beasley has been informed in answer to an. 
application made by him for Mr. Nichols to be 
admitted to parole. f 

We are, sir, your humble servants, 

RUPERT GEORGE, 
J. BOWEN, 
JOHN FORBES. 

Tomas Barctay, Esq. ` 


tory measures were taken in this case, and is now 
used only to rebut the statements you have made, 
ot alleged, of former prosecution and escape of 
Captain Nichols. It was not necessary to assure 
the. Government of the facts on which it pro- 
ceeded, nor were they rested only on the affidavit 
of Mr. Foote, respectable as it is. All that he 
has stated was previously confirmed to me by dec- 
larations, made in person, by several officers of 
American vessels, who were on the spot, prison- 
| ers at the time in Barbadoes; and the affidavits 
.., of the two sailors notwithstanding, which you say 
you have become possessed of, you will find them, 
inthe result, prove correct. In reply to your 
inquiry as to the detérmination of the Govern- 
ment relative to Captains Barss and Woodworth, 
I have to inform you that it is firmly now as it 
was originally taken, to hold them as hostages, 
to'answer in their persons for the safety and pro- 
. per treatment of Captain Nichols in the hands of 

, the enemy. is f - 


Extract of a letter from Colonel Thomas Barclay, | 
General Agent for British Prisoners, to the Commis- | Orrice Couw'gy GEN’L or Prisoners, 


sary General of Prisoners, dated at Wasuaincron, Feb. 1 4, 1814, 
Harem, January 24, 1814. ‘Str: I have had the honor to receive your let- 
-I have the honor to enclose you a copy of a | ter of 24th January, transmitting one addressed 
letter received from the Commissioners for con- | to you on the 5th November, by the Commission- 
-ducting His Majesty's transport service, and for | ers of the British Transport Board, by which I 
the care and custody of prisoners of war; from | am informed that Captain Nichols, of the Ameri- 
. Which you will perceive that Captain Nichols, of | can privateer Decatur, is not detained now in 
the Decatur privateer, is not detained in prison prison for any particular offence alleged against 
for any particular offence alleged against him, him, but that he is confined simply because the 
but that he is held at Chatham a prisoner, be- privateer he commanded was not of sufficient 
cause the privateer which he commanded was | force to entitle him to parole. This is, to be sure, 
not of a sufficient size to entitle him to parole. taking a very different ground from that on which 
The Commissioners further state that they had | you strenuously, in July and August, insisted. 
communicated this circumstance to Mr. Beasley, | Capt. Nichols was to be tried for his life for crimes 
your agent in London, who, I take for granted, | committed in times of profound peace; yet if 
as acquainted you with the nature of the con- | Captain Nichols is refused his parole, and held in 
finement in which Captain Nichols is in at Chat- | close confinement, on the mere pretext that he 
ham. 1 request that you will order the Marshal, | did not command a privateer of as many as four- 
under whose custody Captain Barss is at present, | teen guns, it ought to have been explained why 
to release him from the strict confinement in | he was treated like a criminal at Barbadoes, sepa- 
which he is at present, and that he may be placed | rated. from his fellow prisoners, with whom he 
in a situation similar to that in which Captain | would have been long since released, and trans- 
Nichols now is; also, that you will be pleased to ported to England in so ignominious a manner ; 
release Captain Wood worth on parole, as he was | and it would have been but small atonement, on 
prior to his being put into close confinement. I | the part of your Government to this injured man, 
have named the two British captains, not by way | for the extreme severity used towards him by its 
of selection on my part, because, had their situa- officers, so soon as they had ascertained, which is 
tions been the same, I should have left it to you | now admitted, that he had been unjustly accused, 
to release which of the two you thought proper; | to have released him on parole. s 
but under an impression that Woodworth, who As, however, it is now declared that there is 
is, I believe, a Quaker, was master of an un- | no intention of bringing him to trial, orders have 
armed merchant vessel, and, therefore, entitled to | been given to restore, to the ordinary state of 
his. parole, from masters of merchant vessels be- prisoners of war, the. British Captains Wood- 
ing paroled throughout His Majesty’s dominions. | worth and Barss who had been designated as 
If Captain Barss was captured in a privateer hostages to be held for his safety; the first to be 
of fourteen guns, he also should be paroled. I restored to his parole, and the last to remain in 
am, however, apprehensive that the vessel he confinement, where he will be retained for spe- 
commanded did not carry so many guns. I will | cial exchange against Captain Nichols. 
inquire into the fact. I have the honor to be, &c., 


THOMAS BARCLAY. J. MASON. 
J. Mason, Esq. Col. Tuomas BARCLAY, $c. 
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' Extract of a letter from Colonel Thomas Barclay to 
the Commissary General of Prisoners, dated 


: BLADENSBURG, March 13, 1814. 

Sin: I consider ita circumstance to be lamented 
that Captains Barss and Nichols should remain 
prisoners in elose confinement, both being respect- 
able characters; if, therefore, it meets your wishes, 
I am ready to write to the Commissioners in 
London to exchange. Captain Nichols for Cap- 
tain Barss without delay, and request them to 
restore him, on the receipt of my letter, to liberty, 
and allow him to return in the first conveyance, 
public or private, to America. In return, I shall 
expect Captain Barss to be admitted to his parole, 
and, on the arrival of Captain Nichols in these 
States, to be immediately exchanged ; or, on re- 
ceiving a letter from the Commissioners expres- 
sive of their assent to these exchanges, that Cap- 
tain Barss shall be permitted to return to Nova 
Scotia on parole in the first conveyance. 


Orrice Comm’ry Gen’L or PRISONERS, 
T -Wasuineton, March 22, 1814. 

Sır: In reply to your letter of the 13th instant, 
I readily consent to your proposition that the ex- 
change of Captain Barss against Captain Nichols 
take place; Captain Barss being specially held 
for that purpose, as I had the honor to inform 
you in my letter of the 14th ultimo. 

So soon as you shall announce to me that 
Captain Nichols is paroled, a similar indulgence 
shall be extended to Captain Barss; and when- 
ever you may have it in your power to inform 
me that Captain Nichols is embarked, with per- 
mission to return to the United States for the 
purpose of his exchange, Captain Barss shall be 
immediately permitted to go on parole to Nova 
Scotia. I have the honor to be, &c., 

J. MASON. 
_Col. Taomas Barcuay, $c. 


BLADENSBURG, March 24, 1814. 


Sin: I have, by this morning's mail, received 
your letter of the 22d instant, in answer to mine 
of the 13th, respecting Captains Barss and Nichols, 
and agreeing to my propositions. Anxious for 


their release and exchange, I delayed not a mo- 


ment to write to the Commissioners on the sub- 
ject, and enclosed them a copy of your letter, and 
requested their immediate answer. 

Í have the honor to enclose my letter to them 
to you, and request you will forward it by to- 
morrow’s mail to the Marshal of New York, to be 
put in the letter bag of the vessel for Gottenburg. 

I have, &c., T. BARCLAY. 

General Mason. 


Orrice Comm’ry GEN’L OF PRISONERS, 
Wasuincton, March 30, 1814. 


Sin: The letter for the Commissioners of your 


Transport Board, enclosed on the 24th instant, 


was, immediately on its reception, sent to the 
Marshal of New York, to go by the cartel to 
Gottenburg. 


enclosed.” 


To obviate any further misunderstanding on 


the subject of Captain Nichols and Barss, it may 
be proper to remind you that I did not agrée to 
all the propositions made in your letter of the 
13th of March relative to them, as you'seem to 
convey in yours of the 24th instant. This will be 
seen by reference to my letter of the 22d instant. 


I have, &c., 
Col. Tuomas BARCLAY; ¢c. 


J. MASON. 


BLADENSBURG, April 1, 1814. 
Sır: Your letter of the [30th] of March I re- 


ceived by this days post, and I have the satisfac- 


tion to acquaint you there is [no] probability of 


a misunderstanding between you and me respect- 


ing the release on parole in these States, or even- 


tual return of Captain Barss to Nova Scotia, as 
you apprehend might occur in consequence of 
your letter to me of the 22d ultimo, not precisely 
conforming to the proposals contained in my lete. 
ter of the 13th of that month, and to which it 
was an answer. 


In my letter to the Commissioners, I not only 


enclosed them a copy of your letter of the-22d of 
March, but concluded it in the words following: 
* Permit me to request an early answer, so that 
Captain Barss may be permitted to return to 


Nova Scotia, in the event of. your agreeing to 


parole or exchange Captain Nichols for him; 
and I beg leave to call your particular attention. 


to the condition expressed in the Commissary 
General's letter, a copy whereof, marked A, is 
I have the honor to be, &c., ~ 

THOMAS BARCLAY. 
General Mason, 4c. 


F. 


Extract of a letter from Colonel Thomas Barclay to 


the Commissary General of Prisoners, dated 
SEPTEMBER 17, 1813. 

I have the honor to enclose to you copies of 
letters received by the special cartel Roxana, at 
Boston, from Rear Admiral Griffith, Port Admi- 
ral at Halifax, Nova Scotia, and Lieutenant Mil: 
ler, agent for transports and prisoners of war. 
assure you it is with extreme pain I learn from 
letters that it has been found necessary, on the 
part of His Majesty, to resort to such unpleasant 
measures, in consequence of the treatment of 
British prisoners in these States. Several of my 
former letters to you have conveyed my opinion 
that ultimately these measures would be adopted. 
It is not, at present, my intention to call in ques- 
tion either the justice or poliey of this Govern- 
ment in confining British subjects, by way of re- 
taliation, for persons taken on board American 
ships of war and private armed vessels, claimed 
and proved to be native born subjects of His 
Majesty, with the single exception of Captain 
Nichols, of the Decatur privateer, sent to Eng- 
land to be tried, charged with an offence commit- 
ted prior to the war, cognizable in His Majesty 3 
ordinary courts of justice, I shall only remark, 
for your consideration, that there are at least sIX 
times as many American prisoners to His Ma- 
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jesty as there areBritish prisoners in these States; 
and that, if the system is maintained, the inevi- 
table consequence must be, that all the prisoners 
on both. sides must suffer. 

You will perceive from Lieutenant Miller's 
letter, and the abstract of prisoners now enclosed, 
that his Excellency Sir George Prevost has sent 
a number of American prisoners to Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, from Quebec; the greater proportion of 
these are land forces, three hundred and seventy- 
seven non-commissioned officers and privates, and 
forty-four commissioned officers, including a few 
naval characters. i 


[Enclosed in the preceding.] 


Sır: I avail myself .of the opportunity which a 
vessel, likely to touch at a port in the United 
States, offers to inform you that your despatch to 
Sir J. Warren, by the Agnes, containing one let- 
ter, dated the 27th of July, together with the copy 
of a letter.to General Mason, was delivered to 
me; and that, in the absence of Sir John, I 
thought it necessary to open it. 

: Understanding from the master of the cartel, 
as well as from the prisoners that came in her, 
that the British prisoners put in jail, on a retali- 
atory order of the American Government, con- 
tinue in confinement, I have taken upon myself 
to order the agent here, Lieutenant Miller, to fol- 
low the example of the American Government, 
-and immediately to shut up in the jail of this 
town two American prisoners of war for every 
British subject he may in future learn, on satis- 
factory information, are confined in the jails of 
the, United States. I have, &c. i 
EDWARD GRIFFITH, 
Rear Admiral. 


Extract of a letter from Lieutenant William Miller, 
British agent for prisoners of war, to Colonel Thom- 
as Barclay, general agent for British prisoners in 
the United States, dated 


Hauirax, August 28, 1813. 


` I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letters of the 3d ultimo and 2d instant, and 
` herewith beg leave to enclose progressive returns 
of American and French prisoners of war in my 
custody to date, and received since my last return, 
(17th instant) four hundred and ninety Ameri- 
can prisoners of war from Quebec, per His Ma- 
jesty’s ship Regulus and Melpomene, a list of 
which I cannot transmit, in consequence of my 
not having been furnished with any from the Mel- 
pomene, but trust, by the next conveyance, I will 
be enabled to forward you the same. 


OFFICE Comm’ry GEN'L or Prisoners, 
WASHINGTON, Sept. 22, 1813. 


Sir: I received yesterday the letter you did 
me the honor to address. me on the 17th instant, 
enclosing copies of a communication to you from 
Mr. Miller, your agent for prisoners at Halifax, 
dated the 28th of August, and of one from Ad- 
miral Griffith, without date; by these I learn, in 
general terms only, that the officers of your Gov- 
ernment at Halifax have thought proper to desig- 


nate a certain number of American prisoners of 
war at that place to be imprisoned, on the plea of 
counter-retaliation for British prisoners of war 
held in confinement, as you have been from time 
to time informed, as hostages, to answer for the 
safety and proper treatment of American prison- 
ers heretofore named to you, unwarrantably de- 
tained and transported to England or elsewhere 
for trial. f . 
On that day I received, also, letters from our 
agent for prisoners at Halifax, Mr. Mitchell, 
which came by the same vessel, the cartel Rox- 


'ana, and which supply that part of the system 


adopted at Halifax, not disclosed by your de- 
spatches. Sixteen American citizens we now 
know, sir, have been cast into dungeons ; six of- 
ficers of privateers, to wit: two captains, three 
lieutenants, and a sailing-master, have been thrust 
into one noisome hole of the area of nine feet by 
seven, where they are only permitted to receive 
the means of respiration and the light of heaven 
through an iron-barred aperture of twenty-four 
by ten inches. Ten of the brave crew of the 
Chesapeake frigate, a carpenter, a boatswain, and 
eight seamen have been crammed into two simi- 
lar dark and impure receptacles of wretchedness. 
One hundred and fifty-nine American soldiers 
and seamen have been picked out from their com- 
rades, and sent to England for trial. I shall for 
the present, sir, make no comment on the charac- 
ter of these transactions. You must be sensible 
that the spirit and justice of this nation will not 
permit such wrongs to go unredressed. 

When the measures of the Government are 
taken you shall be informed. In the meantime, 
however, it becomes proper to apprize you that 
these will not, in the smallest degree, be influenced 


by the consideration which you are pleased to 


hold up to our view of the present balance of 
prisoners in your possession. The fortune of war 
may change this state of things, or the Govern- 
ment may resort to other means of redress against 
outrageson humanity, ifunfortunately they should 
not be discontinued ; but, whatever may at any 
time be its advantage on this score, you may be 
assured, sir, that it will never avail itself of the 
power it may happen to have:to violate a solitary 
principle of right, or cause a single individual to 
suffer unnecessarily. On all occasions where ri- 
gid treatment has been used by us towards any of 
your prisoners of war, it has been forced on us by 
some previous act of your officers. Our system 
has been purely retaliatory, and of the mildest 
nature, since the manner of the confinement has 
never as yet been used by us to inflict punishment, 
or made more close than was requisite to hold 
secure against escape the persons of the individ- 
uals designated, ultimately, to answer for conse- 
quences; and we have never failed to release in- 
stantly, on being informed that the cause for re- 
taliation had ceased. 

I have not made these observations, sir, to divert 
you from your purpose. Ifitis taken, as seems 
to be indicated by the course pursued at Halifax, 
we are ready to meet, by corresponding measures, 
every treatment of prisoners taken in war, unau- 
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thorized by the practice of nations, as well as that 
of other of our citizens, held in confinement by 
the authorities of your Government, much, per- 
haps too much, of which has not heretofore been 
brought into account, in the constant hope thata 
relaxation on your part might prevent the open- 
ing of wounds. additional to those necessarily 
inflieted by the ordinary course of civilized war- 
fare. On the other hand, I have more than once 
had occasion to assure you, and now with the 
greater sincerity repeat, that I have been con- 
stantly instructed, and that it is most ardently 
my own wish, so to conduct the treatment of 
prisoners of war, as that the only emulation be- 
tween us will be who shall most frequently and 
most effectually alleviate the sufferings of the un- 
fortunate individuals whom the fortune of war 
may, from time to time, place in the respective 
power of the two Governments. 

I earnestly invite your attention, sir, to the al- 
ternative, and shall, I pray you to believe, much 
rejoice if you.adopt the latter. I have &c. 

ANNE J. MASON. 
Colonel Tuomas BancLar, &c. 


Hauirax, September 2, 1813. 

Sin: I have written you much. under different 
dates, to go by this vessel, the Roxana. I have 
yet much to write, and, if possible, of a more un- 
pleasant nature than what I have had occasion to 

: mention since my coming here. 

I mention being informed of our prisoners be- 
ing sent to the jail here. Last night brought me 
a Bite from Mr. James Trask, Captain Lane, 
and four others, informing me of their having 
been brought from Melville island, and were then 
confined in the dungeon of the common jail. 

This morning, at eizht o'clock, I sent a letter 
to Mr. Miller, of which you have herewith a 
copy. About three, P. M., he called on and ac- 
compauied me to the jail; there I found the per- 
sons mentioned on the list herewith. The six 
officers of privateers are in one dungeon, having 
a light of about twenty-four by ten inches, grated. 
The dungeon is nine feet by seven feet. In two 
similar holes are ten men belonging to the crew 
of the Chesapeake, five in each. I have already 
informed you eleven of this crew have been sent 
on board different of His Britannic Majesty's 
ships of war. In addition to this, I lament to 
have occasion to inform you that, besides the 
fifty-nine men belonging to our troops sent here 
from Canada, they have picked one hundred sea- 
men from the prison at Melville island, chiefly 
from crews of privateers. They are embarked, 
and ready to sail for England. I have asked for 
the list, which the agent has promised me. A 
copy shall be sent you as early as possible. I 
could not describe, even if time would admit, 
how painful this unwarrantable conduct renders 
my situation. As Mr. Miller did not answer my 
last letters, he proposed to me to see the admiral, 
informing me Admiral Griffith had said to him 
he would see me at any time ; but I declined the 
invitation, satisfied no good eould result from it. 


He had taken his measures, and before I could 
see him to-morrow our men will be out of the 
harbor, and no supplication on my part would 
relieve one of the sixteen from their horrid dun- 
geon. It is their country that must redress them. 
They are all in spirits, confident it will doso. Be 
assured, sir, that this, nor harsher treatment, will 
intimidatea man who is here in confinement, and 
I hope it will rouse every man who is at home. 

Imust here observe to you that on Mr. Mil- 
ler's calling on me, and not having written to me, 
I complained of his stating the men as having 
entered or given themselves up as British sub- 
jects. His reply was, it was in consequence of 
the report made from the ships to him, though it 
was evident he did not believe a man had given 
himself up as a British subject. I complained 
of itasan unmanly subterfuge, and a breach of 
the cartel. Besides the list he gave me, he men- 
tioned three had been sent to England in the 
Spartan, Captain Brenton ; she sailed a few days 
since. Ishall receive their names and forward 
them to you. 

As the men ordered for England from the pris- 
on were badly off for clothes, and I could not pro- 
cure any ready made, I requested Mr. Miller to 
supply them with shirts, shoes, &e., from his 
stores, which he has promised me to do. This I 
hope will meet your approbation. 

lam sir, your most obedient servant, 

i OHN MITCHELL. 

Joun Mason, Esq., Commissary, $c. i 


HartrAx, September 3, 1813. 

Sir: It was with much concern that I yester- 
day learned several American prisoners of war, 
one of them Mr. James Trask, were in the dun- 
geon of the common prison in this town. Will 
you, sir, be pleased to inform me the particular 
offence of each person who has been moved from 
Melville island to the jail here, or why it has 
been done, and whether I can visit them alone 
to-day ? if not, if you will do me the honor to 
accompany me, and at what hour? 

As regards Mr. Trask, I beg to remind you of 
a conversation that took place in my office, in 


which I informed you, that it had been reported. 


Mr. Trask was likely to receive severe treatment 
for having broken his parole, and going to sea 
previous to his exchange; that the marshal find- 
ing Mr. Lightbody, of the Maidstone British fri- 
gate in like situation, he would detain him, sub- 
ject to similar treatment as Mr. Trask. On your 
assuring me Mr. Trask should be treated and ex- 
changed like the other prisoners, and exchanged 
with them, I wrote Mr. Prince, the marshal at 
Boston; in consequence of which Mr. Lightbody 
was permitted to return here in the Agnes. He, 
I presume, is now here, and can explain the treat- 
ment he received at Boston. Further remarks I. 
shall not make on this business, unti] I have the 
honor to hear from you. I am, sir, &c. 
JOHN MITCHELL, 
Agent U.S. for exchange of prisoners. 


Lt. Wa. Miruzn, Agent for Prisoners. 
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Extract of a letter from Colonel Thomas Barclay to | ring the war, may receive every comfort and in- 


the Commissary General of Prisoners. ` 


SEPTEMBER 27, 1813. 


Your letter of the 22d current, in answer toa 
part of my letter of the 17th instant, I have had 
the honor to receive. The copies of letters then 
enclosed to you contained all the information I 
had received from Halifax on the subject of 
American prisoners put into confinement in re- 
taliation. for British prisoners confined in the 
United States. It is not in my power to contra- 
dict Mr. Mitchell’s statement, either with respect 
to the places in which these prisoners have been 
confined, or that “one hundred and fifty-nine 
other prisoners, soldiers, and seamen, have been 
picked out from the American prisoners, and sent 
to England for trial.” 1 am, however, led to 
doubt the correctness of his information with re- 
gard to the former, from the expressions in Rear 
Admiral Griffith’s letter, that he had taken upon 
himself to order the agent, Lieutenant Miller, to 
follow the example of the American Government, 
and immediately to shut up in the jail of this town 
(Halifax) two Ameriean prisoners for every 
British subject he may in future learn, on satis- 
factory information, are confined in the jails of 
‘the United States; the words “in the jail of this 
town” not comporting either with dungeons or 

_noisome holes, &c., represented by Mr. Mitchell, 
Not any of my letters notice prisoners being sent 
to England for trial. Had this been the case, I 
feel assured Lieutenant Miller would have men- 
tioned it; because, in accounting for the number 
of prisoners, he is very particular, and in his last 
return he gives the names of (I think ten) pris- 
oners, who had acknowledged themselves British 
subjects, and had been turned over to His Ma- 
jesty’s ships of war. If he, therefore, noticed ten, 
Ithink it more than probable he would one hun- 
dred and fifty-nine. This, however, is simply a 
deduction from analogy, and I beg leave to repeat, 
I do not contradict Mr. Mitchell’s assertion. 

Whatever may be thesituation of the American 
prisoners thus confined in the jail at Halifax, it is 
evidently the consequence of His Majesty’s sub- 
jeets having been confined in the United States 
of America, by way of retaliation for British sub- 
jects (with the exception of Captain Nichols, of 
the Decatur privateer,) taken in arms against their 
King, and sent to England for trial. 

It rests with this Government to determine 
whether it will continue its claims to protect His 
Majesty's subjects found on the high seas, or in 
His Majesty's dominions, in arms against their 
sovereign, at the expense of the ease, comfort, 
and perhaps lives, of its native citizens, or restore 
them to freedom, by abandoning a doctrine not 
acknowledged by any European Power. 

I pass over, without remark, the remainder of 
your letter, on the unpleasant part of this subject, 
as the propriety of these measures must be con- 
sidered, and effectually corrected, by our respec- 
tive Governments ; and hasten to assure you, that 
it is His Majesty’s earnest desire that the subjects 
and citizens of both nations, made prisoners du- 


dulgence that humanity dictates. 


Orrice Comm’y Gen’. or PRISONERS, 
WASHINGTON, Sept. 28, 1813. 

Sir: By late advices from our agent at Hali- 
fax for prisoners, we are informed that the enemy 
have dealt out to a number of our prisoners of 
war in their possession at that place a most inhu- 
man and violent degree of punishment, in retalia- 
tion, as they allege, for the confinement of cer- 
tain prisoners of theirs held by us as hostages, to 
answer for the safety and proper treatment of 
several of our officers and seamen, made prisoners 
of war by them, unjustifiably held, and sent off to 
England or other places for trial. They have ac- 
tually thrown sixteen of our citizens (a deserip- 
uve list of whom is annexed) into dungeons, the 
dimensions of which are nine feet by seven, hav- 
ing each a single grated light of about twenty- 
four by ten inches; the six officers of privateers ' 
lie together, tortured in one of these wretched 
holes, and five of the Chesapeake’s crew in each 
of two others. 

The British authorities at Halifax have, more- 
over, selected from the mass of our prisoners in 
their possession, and sent to England on the plea 
of their being British subjects, one hundred sea- 
men and fifty-nine soldiers. 

These proceedings call loudly on the Govern- 
ment for redress; it is to be lamented that this 
can be only had by causing the cruelty of the 
enemy to be felt also by their own subjects, indi- 
vidually innocent. I am commanded by the Pres- 
ident to direct that you will, with as little delay 
as possible, after the reception of this order, desig- 
nate and confine in dungeons, similar, as nearly 
as possible, to those I have described as used by 
the enemy, sixteen prisoners of war, British sub- 
jects, now in your charge, or who will very soon 
be so placed by the late arrangement made, as 
you are advised, of marching all the prisoners on 
the maritime frontier East of you to Salem ; that 
isto say, six officers of privateers, of as nearly 
equal rank as ean be done with those enumerated 
in the annexed list, now so confined at Halifax, 
and ten of the crew of the late British sloop-of- 
war Boxer; that is, one boatswain and one car- 
penter, or two petty officers of equal rank, and 
eight seamen, there to be held in retaliation for 
the cruelty exercised by the enemy at Halifax on 
a like number of our prisoners, as before stated; 
and further, that you will immediately designate 
one hundred other seamen, British subjects, pris- 
oners of war, belonging to men of war, privateers, 
and merchantmen, separate them from the ordi- 
nary prisoners of war, place them in close con- 
finement, so as to prevent effectually the means 
of escape, but not to inflict punishment, and there 
hold them as hostages, to answer for the safety 
and proper treatment of the one hundred Ameri- 
can seamen sent from Halifax to England, in the 
manner Í have already described. You will in- 
form all those unfortunate persons so designated 
and confined, of the causes by which such a 
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méasure has been forced on us, and you will bej most unexpected proceeding. I have now, sir, to 
pleased to makea speedy and regular return. For| demand the reasons for that unjustifiable ste 
the treatment of the fifty-nine soldiers I will give | which can but be considered as in direct hostility 


the requisite orders in another quarter. 
Ihave the honor to be, &c. 


James Prince, Esq. J. MASON. 
Marshal of Massachusetts. 
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Extract of a letter from the Commissary General of 
Prisoners, to Colone] Thomas Barclay, dated 
SEPTEMBER 29, 1813. 
Tn your letter of the 17th instant, I am inform- 
ed that Sir George Prevost had sent a number of 


with the provisions of the cartel, and as a meas- 
ure replete with harshness and severity towards 
our officers and men so removed ; since they have 
been thus subjected to an inconvenient and dan- 
gerous sea voyage, (by which many, as I am in- 
formed by Mr. Mitchell, have suffered much.) 
and placed in a situation more remote and diffi- 
cult as to communication for exchange, without 
any plea of necessity or safety. What was in- 
tended by this removal, or what other measures 
of a similar nature may be in contemplation by 
your officers, is not for me to anticipate; but it is 
proper to inform you that letters have been re- 
ceived from some of our officers of rank, prisoners 
in Canada, communicating that it has been inti- 
mated by the commander of the British forces 
that he intended sending a considerable part of 
our land forces to England, and among them 
some, if not all, of the General officers. I find in 
your letter of the 22d instant, the following pas- 
sage: “ You will perceive, from my letter to you 
of the 17th instant, that his Excellency Sir George 
Prevost has found it necessary to send a number 
of American officers, non-commissioned officers, 
and privates. from Quebec to Halifax. I regret 
this circumstance, as we were, as you say, on the 
eve of exchanging them by a land route; that is 
now out of our power. I request your answer for 
the proposal contained in my letter of the 17th 
instant.” 

Am I to understand from this that all the 
American prisoners are already, or will be, re- 
moved from Quebec? My impressions were, that 
you hold there about double the number of those 
reported to have been sent to Halifax. Be pleased 
to inform me on this subject. 

If the remaining part of the troops be not re- 
moved, I must remonstrate, in the most positive 
terms, as well against what has been done, as 
against any future removal of our officers or men 
from the station in Canada appointed for ex- 
changes, to other and distant stations, by useless 
and harassing voyages by sea. 


Harem, October 1, 1813. 

Sig: In my letter to you of the 27th of Sep- 
tember, in answer to yours of the 22d of that 
month, I acquainted you that Lieutenant Miller, 
His Majesty’s agent for transports and prisoners 
of war at Halifax, had not, in his communica- 
tions to me, made mention of any American pris- 
oners having been sent to England, and that Rear 
Admiral Griffith had also been silent on that sub- 
ject. Lat the same time gave you my reasons 


American prisoners, amounting to three hundred, for doubting the fact. 


and seventy-seven non-commissioned officers and 
privates, and forty-four commissioned officers, 
principally land forces, from the station for ex- 
change at Quebec to that of Halifax. Desirous 
of confining my observations at that time to a 
distinct subject, I did not, in my reply to part of 
your letter of that date, make any remarks on this 


I yesterday, however, received a letter from 
Lieutenant Miller, dated the 17th of September, 
in which were enclosed copies of the names 0 
one hundred and one naval and fifty-nine milita- 
y prisoners sent to England in His Majesty’s 
ships Melpomene and Regulus. Copies of these 
lists I have the honor to enclose you. You will 
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preo that the fifty-nine soldiers sent to Eng- 
land are deserters from His Majesty's service, 
¿and the name of the regiment ‘to which each of 
them belonged placed opposite their names. With 
respect to the one hundred and one seamen, you 
will observe that Lieutenant Miller notices three 
who were sent, “supposed to be British subjects,” 
opposite to whose names he has made this noti- 
cia (T). He has also placed a mark (*) opposite 
to the names of fifteen other seamen, who he says 
are “men who have been twice found in arms 
before they were exchanged.” Eighty-three of 
the seamen sent to England have no mark oppo- 
site to their names. I regret this circumstance, 
asitis my anxious wish to give every possible 
information on the subject. [ apprehend they 
are men who have acknowledged themselves to 
be British subjects. I shall, however, avail my- 
self of the earliest conveyance to request Lieu- 


tenant Miller to give me the reasons respectin 
the eighty-three seamen thus sent to England, 
and shall communicate it to you when received. 
A copy of the return of sixteen American pris- 
oners confined in the town jail at Halifax, asa 
retaliatory measure for eight British prisoners 
imprisoned in the United States, I transmit here- 


with. Four of these are confined for Squirrell 


and Russell, of His Majesty’s ship Dragon; but 
as you have since released Squirrell and Russell, 
and I have sent Admiral Sir John B. Warren no- 
tice of it, the four men now in confinement will 
be released the instant my letter is received. I 
shall forward a duplicate, and also write Lieuten- 
ant Miller to release the four American prisoners 
confined for Squirrell and Russell. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your ob’t servant, 

THOMAS BARCLAY. 
Gen. Jonn Mason, &c. 


List of one. hundred American prisoners of war discharged from the custody of Lieutenant William 
‘Miller, agent for prisoners of war at. Halifax, Nova Scotia, per order of Edward Griffith, Esq., Rear 
.' Admiral of the Blue, commanding in port, &c. 


Whether man-of- | | Whither, and 


I 
No.} Name of prize. vint, privateer, Prisoners names. Quality. postin by ert m 
| . ; 
Er or merchant vessel. ! date thereof. 
i Makanan 
| 
1 | Wiley Reynard | Privateer - | Thomas Costen -; Gunner - | Sept. 1813 
.2|- - jd - - | John Jones -| Boatswain | Sept. 1813 
31- - -|- - - | John Jackson -į Cook - | Sept. 1813 a 
4|- - -|- - - | Henry Butler -| Steward - ! Sept. 1813 P| 
5] - - je - - | John Carles -| Seaman -~ | Sept. 1813 * 
6j- - de - - | John Brisk -| Seaman - | Sept. 1813 5 
Tj- - -|- - - | John Machahan -| Seaman - | Sept. 1813 f 
8|- - -|- - - | John Boyer -| Seaman - | Sept. 1813 '8 
9j- - -|- - - | William Kirkpatrick | Seaman  - | Sept. 1813 a xc 
10 | - - -|- - - | Perry Hall -| Seaman - | Sept. 1813 hi a ` 
ll j- - -j - - - | William Lindsey -| Seaman - | Sept. 1813 $8' 
12|- z -|- - - | THezekiah Wilson - | Seaman -| Sept. 1813 Re 
13 | - - be - - | Manuel Tois -| Seaman - | Sept. 1813 Ss 
l4 |- - mE - - | Joseph Wood -| Seaman -| Sept. 1813 | C 
15|- - -|- - - | Joseph Brown -į Seaman -| Sept. 1813 | bs 
16 | - - -|- - - | N. Holden -| Seaman - | Sept. 1813 | "EJ 
17) - - ede - - | Charles. Kingman -| Seaman -| Sept. 1813 | I-A] 
18 | Thorn - - | Privateer - | TRobert Parker -| Seaman  - | Sept. 1813 d. 
19 |- - -|- - - | Joseph Forrester -| Seaman - | Sept. 1813 E» 
20 | Hunter - | Privateer - | Zachariah Owen -| Seaman -| Sept. 1813 em 
21 | Cossack - | Privateer - | George Pider -| Seaman  - | Sept. 1813 Es 3 
22 | - - -|- - - | Nathaniel Weston -| Seaman  - ; Sept. 1813 NR 
38 | - - -|- - - | Charles Greene -| Seaman -i Sept. 1813 S : 
Aj- - f+ - - | Benjamin Ward -| Seaman -| Sept. 1813 ; ee 
25 | - - -j- - - | Benjamin Hill -| Seaman - Sept. 1813 | 35 
26 | Montgomery - | Privateer - | Daniel Ropes -| Seaman -| Sept. 1813 Ea] 
27 |- - -|= - - | Es. Henfield -| Seaman -| Sept. 1813 ae 
28 |. - -l z - | William Clark -| Seaman -| Sept. 1813 E 
291. a ec E - | William Wanton -j| Seaman -j| Sept 1813; Ss 
30 | - - -]- - - | John. Forbes -| Seaman - | Sept. 1813 a 
31 |- - m " - | Thomas Sparks -| Seaman -| Sept. 1813 E 
32 | Julian Smith - |. Privateer - | John Phinney -| Seaman -~ | Sept. 1813 > 
33 | - - -|- - - | Asa Higgins -| Seaman -t Sept. 1813 | = 
34 | - - =|. z - | George Lawrence -| Seaman  - | Sept. 1813 m 
35 | - - -|> " - | Nich. Verplust -| Seaman -| Sept. 1813 T 
36|- E -|- 2 - | Thomas Snow -| Seaman - | Sept. 1813 
37 | Enterprise - | Privateer - | Joseph Cloutman -f Seaman -| Sept. 1813 
38 |- - -|- - ~ | John Widger -| Seaman - | Sept. 1813 
S89 | - - - |- - - | Peter Melzard -| Seaman -į Sept. 1813 | 
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*Men who have been twice found in arms before they were exchanged. {Supposed to 
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Name of prize. 


Enterprise, 


Gov. Plumer, 
Teaser, 
Porcupine, 


Thomas, 
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Lavinia, R. C., 
from Yorktown 
Snap Dragon, 
Polly, - 
Columbia, 
Ulysses, 
Fox, - 
Thomas, 
Yorktown, 
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Whether man-of- 
war, privateer, 
or merchant vessel. 


- | Privateer, - 


Privateer, - 
Letter of Marque, 


Privateer, 


Privateer, 
Privateer, 
P 
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Privateer, 
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3 
Privateer, - 
Privateer, - 
Privateer, - 
Letter of Marque, 
Privateer, - 
Privateer, - 
Privateer, E 


Prisoners! names. Quality. 
Nathan Fuller -| Seaman - 
John Clothy, -| Seaman - 
Henry Torry -| Seaman - 
Robert Russell -| Seaman - 
Frederick Williams | Seaman - 
* Jesse Goss -| Seaman - 
*William Clothy -| Seaman - 
*Igaiah Pettigal -| Seaman - 
John Tarlton -| Seaman - 
Isaac McKenny -| Seaman - 
John Varney -| Seaman - 

| Samuel Moore -| Seaman - 
+M. Waterhouse -j Seaman - 
*Abraham Francis -| Seaman - 
*Daniel Lucas -| Seaman - 
* Jacob Johnson -| Seaman - 
*James Andrews -| Seaman - 
John Thompson  -| Seaman - 
John Card -| Seaman - 
Robert Hillsbrook -| Seaman  - 
Henry Pitman -| Seaman - 
John Marshal -| Seaman - 
Pellere McIntire -| Seaman - 
*Jeremiah Drisco -| Seaman - 
*Ephraim Crass -j Seaman - 
Robert Brown -| Seaman . - 
Thomas Ferguson -| Seaman - 
James Hunter -| Seaman - 
Robert Forsyth -| Seaman - 
Edward Cooper  -: Seaman ~ 
James Richardson -| Seaman - 
Elisha Smith -| Seaman - 
Asa Tufties -| Seaman - 
Joseph Spaulding -| Seaman - 
Robert Stoddard -j| Seaman -~ 
G. W. Hamilton -j| Seaman - 
Goodman Anderson | Seaman - 
John Jessamine -| Seaman - 
TJohn Davis -| Seaman - 
Charles Blake -| Seaman - 
* Elisha Punal -| Seaman - 
*Henry Bump -i Seaman - 
*Charles Johnson -; Seaman - 
Samuel Golding -| Seaman - 
Isaac Gilbert -| Seaman - 
James Wilson -| Seaman - 
* W. Rodgers -| Seaman - 
Richard Eddy -| Seaman - 
John MeKay -| Seaman - 
Hans Selby -i Seaman - 
Charles Brown -| Seaman - 
Daniel Stroms -| Seaman - 
Edward Phillips -| Paymaster- 
John Burne -| Seaman - 
William Brown -| Seaman - 
John Cook -| Seaman - 
*Isaac Hawkins -| Seaman - 
James Birmingham | Seaman - 
Thomas Browne - | Seaman - 
'Thomas Hutt -| Seaman - 
James Evert -| Seaman - 
James Walling -i Seaman - 


Time 


discharged. 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Seok 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
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Whither, and 
when | by what or- 
der, and the 


1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1818 
1813 


1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 


1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 
1813 


His Majesty’s ship Regulus, per order of Rear Admiral Griffith, commanding His Majesty’s ships, Halifax harbor. 


soners of war victualled at Melville Island the day discharged. 


W. MILLER, Agent for 


Prisoners of. War. 
be British subjects 


date thereof. ' 


ei aca 
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~ List of American prisoners, being British subjects, received into the custody of William Miller, and sent to 


England on board the Melpomene. 

No. Prisoners’ names. Time when taken. | Name of British regi- | Whither and by 
; | ment to which they | what order dis- 
| belonged. | charged. 

l John Doud, - - - : 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. 
9 | John McGowan, - - - i 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. 
3 | John Brown, - - - | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. 
4 | James Henry, - - - : 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. 
5 | Darby Cannody, - - - ; 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. 
6 | Patrick McDennis, - a - : 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. 
7 | James Carey, - - - i 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. 
8 | James Given, E - - , 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. 
9 Hindren Anderson, - a - | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. 

10 | John Mackey, - - | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. 

11 | Thomas Stewart, - - - i 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. 

12 | Robert Maxwell, - E - | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. a 

13 | Matthew Flagherty; - - — - | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. E 

14. | James Miller, -  -  - | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. E 

15 | James Scott, - - - | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. à 

16 | Hugh McGuire, - - - į 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. E: 

17 | Edward Cranney, - - - | 24th June, 1813, | 6th regiment of foot. g 

18 | Andrew Coke, - «  . | 24th June, 1813, | 6th regiment of foot. = 

19 | G. McHendrick, - -  - | 24th June, 1813, | 1st light artillery. » 

$0 | Thomas Taggart, - - - | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. $ 

21 | Thomas S. Newland, - - - | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. A 

22 | J. Fitzpatrick, - - «+ | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. o 

23 | James Loury, -  -  . | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. Bi 

94 | Michael Wayne, - «  - | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. * 

25 | John Lynch, - «  . i| 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. m 

26 | Thomas Clayton, - ~- - | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. fe 

27 | James Evans, - - - | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. E 

28 | Barney Hoy, . - - | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. 5 

29 | Major Watson, - - - | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. 8 

:80 | Matthew Campbell, - — - - į 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. fx 

31 - | John Napernay, - - = į 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. 

32 | William Melvin, - - - | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. | a 

33 | William McRoy, - - - | 94th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. | = 

34 | Edward Evans, - - - | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. E 

35 | Charles McKeever, - z - | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. n 

36 | Charles Dencon, - - - | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. 3 

37 Falward Denmade, - - - | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. Cu 

38 George Courtney, - - - | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. P 

39 | William Sloin, PE - | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. K- 

40 | Archibald Patterson, - — - - | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. m 

A41 | Robert Norton, - ~-  . j 24th June, 1813, | 6th regiment of foot. S 

42 | Edward Gorman, - - - | 24th June, 1813, | 6th regiment of foot. = 

43 | Dominick Cannon, - è - | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. | E: 

44 | James Hunter, - -  . | 24th June, 1813, | 6th regiment of foot. F4 

45 | James Brown, - * - | 94th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. Hi 

46 | John Barlow, - ~- e. | 24th June, 1813, | 5th regiment of foot. 2 

Av | William Kelly, - «-  . | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. 2 

48 | Patrick Cahoe, - ~- e | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. d 

49 | John Eagan, -  .  . | 24th June, 1813, | Ist regiment of foot. 

50 Samuel Gray, - * - | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. 

51 William McEver, 4 - - | 24th June, 1818, | 14th regiment of foot. 

52 John Smith, . . - | 94th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. 

58 | John Todd, - T - | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. 

54 | George McMullen,  - 7 - | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. 

55 | Charles Kelley, - - - | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. 

56 | John Smiely, - - - | 94th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. 

57 | Benj.McConagehy, - = - | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. 

58 Con. O'Neil, - 3 - | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. 

69 | John Fenney, - - - | 24th June, 1813, | 14th regiment of foot. 


W. MILLER, Agent for Prisoners of War. 
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. Extract ofa letter from Colonel Thomas Barclay to | Upper Canada, belonging to the United: States’ 


the Commissary General of Prisoners, dated 
i OcToBER 3, 1813. 


T-have prepared an extract of that letter [from 
the Commissary General of Prisoners, of 22d 
September] to be sent with one from me to Lieu- 
tenant Miller, His Majesty’s agent for prisoners 
at Halifax, requesting him to inform me whether 
the American prisoners confined in the town jail 
at that place are treated in the manner it has been 
reported to you, and stating the nature of the con- 
finement and treatment the British prisoners ex- 
perience who are held under retaliatory orders 
from this Government. I cannot persuade myself 
they are put in such placesas those you describe, 
because Mr. Miller writes me they are confined 
in the town jail. If they were immured in cells 
under ground, I think he would have so expressed 
himself. 


Extract of a letter from Colonel Thomas Barclay to the 
Commissary General of Prisoners, dated 


Ocrossr 4, 1813. 


I assure you that I had no information of the 
sending, or the intention of sending, the American 
prisoners from Quebec to Halifax, until I received 
Lieutenant Miller’s letter on the subject, and I 
did not delay a moment to communicate to you 
an event equally opposed to my inclination and 
yours. I, however,am convinced Sir George had 
good reasons for the measures. I do not know of 
any other prisoners having been sent to England 
than those specified in the two lists enclosed to 
you on the ist instant. These were, or at least 
are stated to be, native subjects of His Majesty. 
It is not to be credited that bona fide American 
citizens, prisoners of war, unless under very spe- 
cial circumstances, will be sent to England. 


Extract of a letter from the Commissary General of 
Prisoners to Colonel Thomas Barclay, dated 


OCTOBER 9, 1813. 


Your several letters of the 1st, 3d, and 4th of 
this month have been received. With respect to 
the seamen and soldiers (American) sent from 
Halifax to England, whose case I stated in my 
letter of the 22d September, and lists of whom 
you have sent me, I will at present only remark, 
that, as to the fifty-nine soldiers, I am by no 
means prepared to admit that they were deserters 
from the British service when they enlisted in 
ours. The list even which you send does not so 
state it, but as to part; and, in the next place, 
when the prisoners of either party are taken from 
the ordinary state of prisoners, are sent off, or are 
confined, or rigidly treated, under. any plea, the 
other has a right to expect more full and satis- 
factory evidence than such as you exhibit. Mr. 
Mitchell, our agent at Halifax, applied in vain to 
have these men examined, or some evidence ad- 
duced respecting them. Again; what has been 
furnished by your agents is contradictory in itself. 
The list furnished Mr. Mitchell at Halifax is 
headed, “ Return of soldiers. taken in arms in 


to have been expected; but-we claim, and. shall 


Army, who have delivered themselves up as Brit- ° 
ish subjects.” In the list you have furnished, 
that plea is abandoned, and they are called, in 
part at least, deserters. 1 beg leave to refer you 
(as you have the correspondence) to the letter of 
Mr. Mitchell to Mr. Miller, of the 1st of Septem- 
ber, where he remonstrates on this subject, and 
states that one of the soldiers he had conversed 
with, and the only one he had seen, claimed to 
be an American, named the State and - county in 
which he was born, and entreated his interference. 
On the list of the one hundred and one seamen, 
American prisoners, sent off to England, you ad- 
mit that against eighty-three you know of no 

y 


| charge; you apprehend they have given them- 


selves up as British subjects. You state that 
three are supposed to be British subjeets, and that 
fifteen have been twice taken in arms. 

You cannot certainly apprehend that American 
citizens, native or naturalized, would give them- 
selves up as British subjects; and it is almost as 
difficult to suppose that a British subject, if there 
were such taken in arms against his country, 
would voluntarily discover himself. ' These are 
self-evident propositions, about which no argu- 
ment is necessary. 

If there were any taken twice in arms, a treat- 
ment different from that to ordinary prisoners was 


insist on being furnished with, the circumstances | 
attending each case, as I furnished you, in the 
case of Midshipman Lightbody, in my letter of 
the 13th of June, that an. opportunity may be 
afforded of examining into the facts; and, until 
such information is given, it must be considered 
that these men so detained are unjustly treated 
by your officers. X 

I shall probably soon have some cases of a sim- 
ilar kind to bring to your notice, and I solicit 
your attention to the course to be adopted, as well 
as to proofs as to treatment. 


Extract of a letter from the Commissary General of 
Prisoners to the Marshal of Massachusetts, dated 
Wasuineron, October 11, 1813. 

Sin: Since the date of my letter of the 28th 

September, directing the confinement, and its par- 

ticular manner in each case, of six officers and one 

hundred seamen, I have received letters from our 

agent, Mr. Mitchell, at Halifax, dated the 12th of 


September, by which I find the nature of the 


confinement of the six officers and ten of the 
Chesapeake's crew, which I then described to 
you, although yet inhumanly rigid, is somewhat | 
changed. The following is the passage of his | 
letter on the subject: “I visited, to-day, the jail : 
and prison at Melville island. I found the six 
officers removed to the upper part of the jail; the 
room is tolerable, though small for six persons, 
who are allowed no exercise out of it. The ten 
of the Chesapeake’s crew are still in the cells, but 
are allowed to walk in the yard in the day, while 
sentinels attend. The allowance of the whole is 
the same as at Melville island.” I understand, 
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-by this, that the six American officers of priva- 
teers and merchantmen have been taken out of 
the dungeon and put into a small upper room, 
‘and there constantly kept; and that the two un- 
der officers and eight men of the Chesapeake are 
still confined in the. same dungeons before de- 
scribed to you, but are allowed to walk occasion- 
ally in the day, under guard. You are, therefore, 
pow requested, sir, to make the mode of confine- 
ment, as nearly as possible, of the six officers and 
ten under officers and crew of the Boxer, directed, 
in my order of the 28th, to be as nearly as possi- 
ble similar, for each class, to that described in the 
! foregoing extract from Mr. Mitchell. 


a 


OFFICE Comm’ry GEN’L or PRISONERS, 
Wasaincton, October 12, 1813. 


Sin: This will instruct you, by order of the 
President, to designate, immediately on reception 
of this letter, fifty-nine prisoners, British subjects, 
in your custody, soldiers or marines, not of the 
militia, and the first in preference, if you have as 
many, whom you will separate from the ordinary 
prisoners, place in close confinement, so as to pre- 
vent certainly the means of escape ; and you will 
so hold them, subject to further orders from this 
office, as hostages, to answer for the safety and 
proper treatment of fifty-nine of our prisoners, 
soldiers, unjustifiably lately sent, in confinement, 
. from Halifax to England. In making your desig- 
_ pation for this purpose, if you hold more than the 
: requisite number of soldiers, (many of whom, I 
understand, served as marines on board the fleet 
lately captured won the lake,) you will designate 
by: lot; and so, too, with the marines, if you have 
recourse to them next in order. When you have 
completed your designation, you will make an 
immediate return to this office, descriptive of 
names, corps to which belonging, where cap- 
tured, &c. 

You will inform the unfortunate men, so se- 
lected and confined, fully of the cause of this 
measure. You will issue to them the same ra- 
tions, &c., allowed to other prisoners; and you 
will in no way make their treatment more rigid, 
at this time, than may be necessary to prevent 
escape. I have the honor to be, &c. 


J. MASON. 
Tuomas STEELE, Esq. 
Deputy Marshal of Ohio. 


‘Extract of a letter from John Mitchell, Esq., United 
` States’ agent for prisoners of war in Nova Scotia, to 
the Commissary General of Prisoners. 
` SHERWOOD, NEAR HALIFAX, 
i October 18, 1813. 

- Ysend you herewith a copy of a letter I received 

" yesterday from Lieutenant Miller, agent for pris- 
oners here, dated ‘the 17th. 

You will perceive he reverts back to my letter 

‘and inquiry; dated the 4th, in order to communi- 

“gate the intention of the Commander-in-chief to 

send to England the major part of the prisoners 

‘at this station ; here, then, we have, without dis- 

guise, the intentions of the Commander-in-chief, 


and we, I presume, will take measures accord- 
ingly, and efficient ones. 

Our people are at present very sickly at Mel- 
ville island; there are daily deaths; the climate 
is very inimical to our people, especially such as 
are any wise inclined to complaints in the breast; 
and the troops from Canada have suffered much 
from diarrhea here; there are of them from fif- 
teen to twenty constantly in the hospital. We 
have lost above thirty persons within a month 
past; and there are fifty-six persons now in the 
hospítals, and, from appearances, [the 15th] most 
of them dangerously ill. In general, they are in 
good spirits. and all preferring to suffer, rather 
than our Government to suffer itself to be dictated 
to, or to sacrifice any right. 


Extract of a letter from Lieutenant Miller, agent for 
British prisoners, to John Mitchell, Esq., agent for 
American prisoners at Halifax. 


OcrToser 17, 1813. 


I have also communed with the Commander- 
in-chief on that part of your letter of the 4th in- 
stant, wherein you request to be informed whether 
there is any prospect of a cartel being sent from 
hence to the United States with prisoners of war, 
and what number will probably be sent befere 
Winter sets in. 

Iam directed to state, that, in consequence. of 
the present measures adopted by the American 
Government towards British prisoners of war, 
and their detention in varieus parts of the United 
States, contrary to the stipulated agreement in 
the cartel, he: is determined to send the major 
part of those now in my custody to England, as 
soon as the transports arrive from Quebec. 


Mr. Mason to Colonel Barclay. 


Orrice Comm’ry Gen’t or PRISONERS, 
Wasuinecron, Nov. 23, 1813. 


Sin: When you were lately at the seat of Gov- 
ernment, I communicated to you, personally, that 
retaliatory measures had been resorted to by this 
Government for certain highly unjustifiable acts 
of your officers at Halifax, stated at large in my 
letter to you of the 23d of September. 

I now transmit you two returns from the Mar- 
shal of Massachusetts; one of one hundred and 
one British maritime prisoners of war, designated 
and confined to answer in their persons for the 
proper treatment and safety of one hundred and 
one American maritime prisoners of war, enu- 
merated in the same return, taken from the ordi- 
nary state of prisoners at Halifax, and sent to 
England for trial; and one of sixteen British 
maritime prisoners of war, confined, six in close 
custody, and ten in dungeons, as hostages in like 
manner, and in retaliation for similar severity in- 
flicted on sixteen American maritime prisoners, 
also there deseribed. Orders have been given to 
designate and confine, separately from the other 
non-paroled prisoners, fifty-nine British soldiers, 
prisoners of war at Chilicothe, in the State of 
Ohio, to be held to answer for the safety and 
proper treatment of fifty-nine American soldiers 
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Sent to England from Halifax in August. last, in 
the manner before mentioned. As to our mari- 
time prisoners, relative to whom returns have not 
. yet been received, as soon as they come in a copy 
shall be furnished to you. 

As the settled determination of this Govern- 
ment, on subjects of this nature, has been already 
more than once made known to you, I. shall, on 
this occasion, make but few remarks. In my let- 
ter of the 9th of October, I adverted to the singu- 
lar heading used by your officers, and then for the 
first time resorted to, which was placed over the 
returns of our prisoners, designated for the pur- 
poses before mentioned, declaring that they had 
given themselves up as British subjects. This I 
then insisted, from the very nature of the case, 
carried with it its own contradiction. 

First, protesting against any construction which 
may be used, in the most remote degree, to throw 
the proofs in such eases on this Government, and 
against all commitment as to the description of 

.persons eaptured in our service, whom it may 
deem proper to claim and defend, I have now to 
inform you sir, that I have in. my possession the 
means of showing the falsity of that declaration, 
by documents of the most minute and unques- 
tionable kind, establishing the birth, within the 
United States, of very many of our prisoners so 
designated and described.(a) 

But, sir, these are not the only cases in which 
it is plainly shown how the conduct of your offi- 
cers, in seizing and separating our captured men 
from the ordinary state of prisoners, and subjecting 
them to long and painful confinement, has stood 
self-condemned on their own assumed ground. 
I will instance, among many that might be cited, 
the cases of five at least of the six men from the 
crew of the Nautilus; the six men of the crew of 

` the privateer Sarah Ann, thus taken, long held, 

and finally discharged; and the twelve men of 
the erew of the Wasp, taken and held in like 
manner, three of whom have fallen a sacrifice to, 
and died during, severe confinement, and the re- 
maining nine, as you have informed me, are at 
length restored to the ordinary state of prisoners in 

Halifax for exchange. In this last instance Ire- 

fer you, sir, to the letter from Commodore Beres- 
ford to Admiral Warren, of which I furnished 
you a copy,and in which he states, explicitly, 
that he had designated and detained them merely 
on suspicion, and because our officers could not, 
of their own knowledge, declare that they were 
native born Americans. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

J. MASON. 
Col. Tuos. BARCLAY, &c. 


(a) Note by the Commissary General of Prisoners. 


Documents have been already lodged in this 
office which prove that, of the one hundred and 
one seamen, shown in the list furnished the Amer- 
ican agent at Halifax, by Lieutenant Miller, the 
British agent for prisoners, in his letter of the 1st 
September, to be sent to England as British sub- 
jects, forty were born in the United States, as 
enumerated below. Respecting the mame to 


which this (T) is affixed, see Colonel Barclay's 
letter of the 1st October. 
1. Thomas Coston, Northampton, Virginia. . 


5. John Carles, Hillsborough, New Hampshire: [P 


7. John Machahan, New Jersey. 

14. Joseph Wood, Norfolk, Virginia. 

16. Nathaniel Holden, Gloucester, Massachu- 
setts. 
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17. Charles Kingman, Boston, Massachusetts, Jut 


12th February, 1797. 

718. Robert Barker, alias Parker, Danvers, Mas- 
sachusetts, certificate of citizenship dated 16th Au- 
gust, 1797. 

22. Nathaniel Weston, Salem, Massachusetts, 
2d February, 1793. 

23. Charles Greene, Newburyport, Massachu- 
setts, 17th September, 1792. f 

25. Benjamin Hill, Salem, Massachusetts, 11th 
December, 1791. : 

28. William Clarke, Marblehead, Massachu- 
setts, 30th September, 1789, baptized. : 

26. Daniel Ropes, Salem, Massachusetts. 

30. John Forbes, Salem, Massachusetts, 3d Oe- 
tober, 1784, baptized. 

34. George Lawrence, Salem, Massachusetts, 

37. Joseph Cioutman, Marblehead, Massachu- 
setts, 24th March, 1793, baptized. ` 

38. John Widger, Marblehead, 
baptized 8th May, 1783. 

39. Peter Melzard, Marblehead, Massachusetts, 
baptized 29th September, 1793. 

41. John A. Clothy, Marblehead, Massachusets. 

43. R. M. Russell, Marblehead, Massachusetts. 

45. Jesse Goss, Marblehead, Massachusetts, bap- 
tized 3d April, 1796. 

46. William Clothy, Marblehead, Massachu- 
setts, certificate of citizenship 13th April, 1799. 

47. Josiah Pettinghall, Danvers, Massachusetts, 
21st January, 1796. 

48. John Tarlton, Newcastle, Maine, certificate 
of citizenship 5th February, 1806. 

49. Isaac McKenny, Scarborough, Maine, cer- 
tificate of citizenship 11th November, 1811. 

50. John Varney, Wells, Maine, 13th October, 
1792. 

51. Samuel Moore, Camden, Maine. 

53. Abraham Francis, Marblehead, Massachu- 
setts, 12th June, 1799. 


Massachusetts, 


56. James Andrews, Boston, Massachusetts, 


30th January, 1792. 

58. John Card, Newcastle, Maine, certificate of 
citizenship 28th April, 1812. 

59. Robert Holbrook, Portsmouth, New Hamp- 
shire, certificate of citizenship 6th August, 1812. 

60. Henry Pitman, Portsmouth, New Hamp- 
shire, 1790. 

61. John Marshall, Portsmouth, New Hamp- 
shire, certificate of citizenship 12th March, 1811. 

62. Pelere McIntire, Alfred, Maine, certificate 
of citizenship 16th August, 1797. 

63. Jeremiah Drisco, Portsmouth, New Hamp- 
shire, certificate of citizenship 22d March, 1809. 

64. Ephraim Cross, Andover, Massachusetts, 
certificate of citizenship 11th July, 1801. 

67. James Hunter, Boston, Massachusetts, cer- 
tifieate of citizenship 5th October, 1801. 


; . should be sent me. 
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70. James Richardson, Woburn, Massachusetts, 
certifitate of citizenship 9th August, 1805. 

“71, Elisha Smith, Beverly, Massachusetts, bap- 
tized 25th May, 1777. ^- 

94. William F. Brown, Salem, Massachusetts ; 
baptized 7th October, 1792 ; certificate 1st Octo- 
ber, 1812. 

95. John Cook, Salem, Massachusetts, certifi- 
cate of citizenship 30th May, 1806. 


ground to direct an inquiry; that it was the duty 
of His Majesty's officers to apprehend and send 
to England for trial all such prisoners as there 
were strong reasons to believe were native sub- 
jects of His Majesty. I should, at the same time, 
acquaint you that on such trials the onus probandt 
lay on the part of the prosecution, and that evi- 
dence on the part of the prisoner could only be 
necessary to rebut other testimony. 

I shall avail myself of the earliest conveyances 
to transmit to His Majesty’s commissioners, and 
to the Admiral-in-chief, copies of your letter, and 
of the list above-mentioned. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
THOMAS BARCLAY. 


Colonel Barclay to Mr. Mason. 
Harrem, November 30, 1813. 


Sir: I havereceived your letter of the 24th in- 
stant, with copies of two lists from the Marshal 
of Massachusetts ; the first exhibiting the names 
of one hundred and one British maritime prison- 
ers of war, designated and confined, as you inform 
me, to answer in their persons for the proper treat- 
ment and safety of one hundred and one Ameri- 


H 

General Mason. 
can maritime prisoners, enumerated in the : Decemser 9, 1813. 

1 


Extract of a letter from Colonel Thomas Barclay to the 
-Commissary General of Prisoners. 


list, taken from the ordinary state of prisoners at] On the receipt of your letter to me of the 22d 
Halifax, and sent to England for trial ; the second | of September, in which you communicate the 
list details the names of sixteen other British sea- | information Mr. Mitchell, the American agent 
men, prisoners, confined, six of them in close cus- | for prisoners of war at Halifax, had detailed to 
tody, and ten in dungeons, as hostages, in like | you, respecting the treatment of sixteen Ameri- 
manner, and in retaliation for similar severity in- | can prisoners, placed in close confinement at Hal- 
flicted on sixteen American seamen, prisoners, | ifax, on principles of retaliation, I remarked in 
therein described. my reply, that although I would not hazard, from 

You acquaint me, at the same time, that orders | want of information, to contradict Mr. Mitchell’s 
have been given to designate and confine, sepa- | assertions, still that I could not give credit to 
rately from the non-paroled other prisoners, fifty- them, as they differed so. materially from Rear 
Admiral Griffiths and Lieutenant Miller's repre- 
sentation. 

Anxious to obtain satisfactory information on 
this point, I availed myself of the earliest infor- 
mation to request of Lieutenant Miller a correct 
and particular description of the places in which 
thesesixteen Americans were confined in the town 
jail of Halifax, and the treatment they receive, 
together with a general description of the prison- 
you receive the original. ship and hospital at Melville island, where ordi- 

I have more than once stated to you, sir, that | nary prisoners of war areconfined. By thesame 
I had been directed by my Government to abstain | conveyance, I requested a mercantile friend of 
from intermeddling on these unpleasant national | mine to visit the jail where the sixteen American 
points, but to leave them to be discussed and ar- | prisoners were confined, examine their apartments, 
ranged by the two Governments. and minutely to inspect the prison-ship and hos- 

if your Government, as you hint, is in posses- | pital at Melville island. 
sion of any documents that may tend to therelease | I yesterday received Lieutenant Miller's official 
of any Americans confined in a special manner, | answer, also a private letter from my friend, ex- 
and feels inclined to communicate them to His | tracts of which I have the honor to enclose to you. 
Majesty’s Ministers, or to Admiral Sir John | I also enclose an extract of that part of your letter 
Warren, I will with pleasure transmit them. to me of the 22d September, in which you com- 

I refrain making any remarks on several ex- | municate the statement which Mr. Mitchell had 
pressions you have used in your letter ; it is prob- | transmitted to you of the dungeons, dark and im- 
able, had you re-examined the letter, you would | pure receptacles of wretchedness, &c.. in which 
either have omitted or softened them. Harsh ex- | sixteen prisoners were confined. You will be 
pressions tend to irritate, not to convince. pleased to contrast the whole together, and draw 

Were I authorized to enter upon the subject of | such conclusions therefrom as the respective doc- 
ju remarks, I should state, as known and ac- | uments merit. ‘ 

nowledged principles, that a sovereign has aj I beg you will notice particularly the enclosed 
tight to inquire, by the ordinary process of law, | copy of a letter from the Sheriff of Halifax to 
whether any of the persons made prisoners during | Lieutenant Miller, on the subject of the rooms in 
war, by his forces, naval or military, are his sub- | which the prisoners were confined, and a copy of 
jects, and, on conviction, to punish them accord- Mr. Mitchell’s letter to Lieutenant Miller, in 
ingly; that reasonable suspicion was sufficient | which he acknowledges that the removal of the 


nine British soldiers, prisoners at Chilicothe, in 
the State of Ohio, to be held to answer for the 
safety and proper treatment of a similar number 
of American soldiers sent to England from Hali- 
fax, relative to whom returns had not yet been 
received, but that when they came in a copy 


Iam much obliged to you for the list sent, and 
will thank you for a copy of the third list when 
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prisoners. from. the rooms in which they were 
confined in the jail to the common prison on 
Melville island, * wasa change not for the bet- 
ter.” With respect to the prison on Melville 
island, or. the treatment the prisoners received 
there, I.do-not recollect your having at any time 
made complaint. I have personally examined 


several American prisoners on the subject, who | 


expressed their satisfaction as to the place and 
treatment, and observed that confinement and a 
scanty allowance were all they complained of. 
The prisoners, from Mr. Mitchell’s account, ap- 
pear to regret the “dark and impure receptacles 
of wretchedness” they have left, which they pre- 
fer to the pleasant, healthy, and comfortable island 
on which they are now confined. For this ex- 
change they are wholly indebted to Mr. Mitchell. 


Copy of a letter from Mr. Mitchell to Lieutenant Miller, 
dated 


Suerwoop, November 3, 1813. 
Sim: I was honored with your letter of the 25th 
ultimo, informing me of the removal of the Amer- 
ican. prisoners from the town jail to the prison- 
ship at Melville island; and that removal I pre- 
sumed would have been an amelioration of their 
situation; but on visiting them yesterday, I 
learned from them that their situation is worse 
than the town jail, except the indulgence of the 
prison-yard and of seeing their fellow-prisoners ; 
on the whole, the change for them is not a change 
for the better. 
I have the honor to be, &e. 
JOHN MITCHELL. 


HaLirax, November 8, 1813. 

My Dear Sin: Agreeably to your request, I, on 
the 6th instant, weht through the jail, and every 
part of the prison-ship, other jails, and hospitals 
for the prisoners. I found that every part of the 
jail was perfectly dry and comfortable ; there are 
no dungeons; the rooms where the Americans 
were confined are about twelve feet by seven, a 
window opening to fresh air, and another in the 
door, which communicates witha large hall. The 
jail is ina high part of the town, and these rooms 
are about two-thirds below the surface of the 
ground. The room the officers were confined in 
is in the second story, twenty feet by twelve, two 
windows, with fine prospects. From nine in the 
morning till four in the afternoon, the prisoners 
were permitted the free use of a large yard ; rath- 
er, indeed, a field. In consequence of the false 
statements in the American newspapers, I am 
informed those prisoners who were in the jail are 
now on board the prison-ship. From the jail I 
went to Melville island, where the prison-ship 
lies, and on which the prisons, &c., are erected ; 
itisa beautiful little island, surrounded by salt 
water, which supplies an abundance and variety 
of fish; the situation must be as healthy as any 
in the world. I first went through the prison- 
ship, which is very large, and kept in much better 
order than I could have anticipated. Sheis com- 
pletely housed over, by which means they have 
tiers of apartments above water, and she is up- 
wards of six feet clear between the beams. No 


prisoners are kept in that part of the ship below 


water, and a great part of the day the prisoners. ' 
are on shore in the open air, when the weather 
permits, Ithen wentto the hospital room, which. 


1s in the upper part of a high building, where 
they have as much air as they please. ' 
Iam, with respect, sir, your ob't. servant. 
Colonel Tuomas BARCLAY, &c. 


Hauirax, November 24, 1813. 
Sır: In reply to your letter of this day, request- 
ing to be informed of the state. and condition of 
the apartment assigned for the safe-keeping of 
several prisoners of war, ordered to be held in the 
county jail in September last, I beg leave to ob- 
serve, that the apartments allotted to them were 
in every respect suitable, and sufficiently large 
and well ventilated, and every possible indulgence 
granted to them during their confinement, which 
was consistent with their situation. And I must 
beg leave to observe, when they understood that 
they were to return to Melville island, they ex- 
pressed their sorrow at being removed, and ac- 
knowledged, in my presence, the indulgence 
which they had received from the jailer and his 
family. The first two or three days after they 
came ‘to the jail, we were obliged to keep them 
rather more closely confined than they were af- 
terwards, when three apartments-were allotted to. 
them, and the use of the entry for those below; 
and the privateersmen were put into a room by 
themselves, up stairs, sufficiently large for their 
accommodation. i 
I have the honor to be, &e. l 
JONES FAWSON, 
Sheriff of the County of Halifax. 


Lieut. MıLLER, Agent for Prisoners, ¢c. 


Extract of a letter from Lieutenant Miller, agent for 
British prisoners at Halifax, to Colonel! Thomas 
Barclay, dated . 

NovEMBER 24, 1813. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the Sth ultimo, enclosing me an. 
extract taken from General Mason’s, dated Wash- 
ington, 22d September, 1813, and beg leave to 
transmit herewith, for your better information, 
the following particulars, whieh will evidently 
confute the authenticity. of said extract. i 

Description of the town jail, viz: dimensions 
of each cell, eleven by seven feet eight inches; 
seven feet four inches high ; windows, twenty- 
four by seventeen inches; another in the door 
nine inches square, together with being allowed 
a free intercourse during the night, with a pas- 


sage of thirty by five feet, and eight feet high, at 


the end of which is a window of twenty-four by 
seventeen inches, with the use of other cells of 
the above dimensions, and windows as before de- 
seribed, were the places where ten prisoners Were 
confined from four in the afternoon until nine 
o'elock in the morning. 

The six officers were confined in an upper 
room, of twenty by twelve feet, and eight feet 
high, with two windows of four by three feet 
each, commanding a pleasant prospect of the sur ` 
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rounding country and harbor, with permission to | in which to reply; and, on my return home, I 
take the air occasionally in a yard of eighty-four | was induced to delay the answer, in the hope of 
féet square (accompanied by the seamen.) receiving full and satisfactory information from. 

“When confined on board the ship, they had | Lieutenant Miller, His Majesty’s agent for pris- 
the. following accommodation: Between decks, joners. E yesterday received letters and doca- 
twenty by.fourteen feet, with two scuttles ; also | ments from him, which I trust will remove many 
a similar space in the lower deck of the same | of the objections you have stated to me respect- 
dimensions and. accommodations, with scuttles;ing the conduct of His Majesty’s servants to- 


` also, and permission to visit the prison yard from | wards American prisoners. 


nine to four. P. M. ‘With respect to the prison- | In your letter above mentioned, you remark 
ers sent to England in the Regulus, was, in con- | that "as to the fifty-nine soldiers, (alluding to. 
sequence of a number of prisoners being daily Í those sent to England in His Majesty's ship Mel- 
expected from Quebec, together with the crowded | pomene,) you are by no means prepared to admit 
state of the prison, the season very hot, and the i that they were deserters from the British service 
small-pox being very prevalent, the ultimate | when they enlisted into the United States’ ser- 
cause of Admiral Griffith’s directing me to send | vice; and that the list which I had forwarded to 
them away. I also selected some who had en- | you did not so state it, but as to part.” You fuar- 
deavored to effect their escape, with others who ther remark, that when the prisoners of either 
had. shown a mutinous disposition; and_those | party are taken from the ordinary state of pris- 
marked thus-({) were supposed to be British | oners, and sent off, or are confined or rigidly 
subjects. í . treated, under any plea, the other hasa right to 

Having enclosed Captain Kempt’s letter (at | expect more full and satisfactory evidence than 
Quebec) respecting the soldiers suspected to be | that which I had exhibited to you; (alluding to 


. also British subjects, is: all the information re- | the copies of papers from Lieutenant Miller on 


specting them I have in my possession, in conse- | the subject of the fifty-nine men, and other pa- 


' . quence of their never being in my custody, only | pers,) that Mr. Mitchell, the American agent at 


CE Ae ae a EEN 


inserted on my books, for the purpose of supply- | Halifax, had applied in vain to have these men 
ing them with a suit of clothes each. examined, or some evidence adduced respecting: 
them; and that the papers transmitted to me by 


Extract of a letter from Lieutenant William Miller, E PARE ae n “That being led 


BU agent os Warren. oe Lag ee “return of soldiers taken in arms in Upper Can- 


-in-Chi ada belonging to the United States’ Army, who 
the Blue:and oe P ET 1813 have delivered themselves up as British desert- 
, N. S., . 25, 3 


; : : : ers ;” whereas, in the list sent me, that descrip- 
in ie Pier Bulger ate ne Gs Ps pelle tion was abandoned and the prisoners were called 
A ia 3 


: : i t, at least, deserters. 
neath the surface, lined with plank all around. E part, a Su . . 
Length, eleven feet to the door; breadth, seven It would ill comport with your private char 


: : A ? acter as a citizen of the United States, or in your 
feet eight inches; height, seven feet four inches. 7 y 


ERE : official capacity, to admit a fact unsolicited by 
“on at the end for the admission of light and His Majesty, and which would manifestly tend 


: ee . to the injury of individuals serving in the Ameri- 
Papa Rm Aue b E one foot | can Army. Whether these men are native sub- 
; : 


pu : : , | jects of His Majesty, and whether they are de- 
ied v Ard hag ied iu thirty feet; | serters from British regiments, are facts to be as- 
H ? 2 im} aa 


A grate at the end of the passage to cell Jonis: certained by the proper tribunals instituted in 


A commodious room up stairs: Length, twenty Great Britain. The men will have a fair trial, 
feet three inches; breadth twelve feet; height us Mules e M "y sully, proren, they will 
: %, ) : A *; be acquitted and placed wi e American pris- 
elg P w ng the road, four Es : : 
fiy dee iei er. dior room fronts | 0287s I agree with you, sir, that Tay aar 
the main road, and the prisoners have a complete | {°°Y, information is due, in the cases referred to 
view of the harbor OR stroos dine pi in the extract of your letter, from one nation to 
2 £t 


$ another; and I should imagine that the official 
Area of the yard SERM Meee a where x returns of His Majesty's pices would, in the 
tae eelock permitted wr Female tour nine 3. first instance, prove satisfactory so far as to in- 


duce your Government to consider there was suf- 
ficient cause for sending the fifty-nine prisoners 
to England for trial. Icannot believe that Mr. 
Mitchell has been refused any reasonable request 
for satisfactory information respecting the fifty- 
nine men; at the same time, permit me to add, 
that, if such is the fact, it precisely accords with 
the treatment I received on my application re- 
specting Dennis and Morrison, seamen belonging 
to His Majesty’s ship Victorious, claimed by the 
French agent, respecting whom, in my letter to 


W. MILLER, 
Agent for Prisoners of War. 


HARLEM, December 9, 1813. 
Sin: Your letter of the 9th of October was on 
its way to this place at the moment I was on the 
road to Washington, and was afterwards trans- 
mitted to me thither. Both your time and mine 
were so wholly engaged during the period I re- 
mained at Washington that I had not a moment 
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you of the 11th of June, I made a reasonable and 
réspectful request, which was neither attended to 
mor granted; on the contrary, these men were 
either delivered to the French agent or liberated, 
without affording me an opportanity of proving 
that they were not Frenchmen, by their own con- 
fession, in opposition to the depositions on which 
I take it for granted their release was founded. 

It is not difficult to explain what appears to 
you contradictory, from the caption of the papers 
respectively sent by Lieutenant Miller to Mr. 
Mitchell and myself. 

The first, from the description you gave me, 
and which, from being marked with inverted 
commas, appears a quotation from the documents 
sent from Mr. Miller, is styled “A return of sol- 
diers taken in arms in Upper Canada, belonging 
to the United States Army, who have delivered 
themselves up as British deserters.” The sec- 
ond, to wit, the documents sent by Lieutenant 
Miller to me, and of which I transmitted you a 
_just copy, is styled “ A list of American prisoners 
of war received into the custody of Lieutenant 
Miller, and sent to England on board the Melpo- 
mene On the top of this was written, in Lieu- 
tenant Miller's own hand, by way of memoran- 
dum, *sent to England, supposed to be British 
subjects." The list sent to me by Lieutenant Mil- 
ler was an ordinary list to account for alterations 
since his last return.of prisoners, and not to de- 
signate the cause of these men being sent. He 
was, therefore, under no obligation to be particu- 
lar in deseribing the cause; indeed, it would have 
been incorrect in him to have stated the particu- 
lars in a common monthly list, intended merely 
to account for alterations during the month. 
Lieutenant Miller, however, in his official return 
to me of the 30th of September, heads that part 
of his list of American prisoners * Lists of Brit- 
ish subjects found in arms in Upper Canada, and 
delivered themselves up, and sent to England." 
A copy of this part of his return [ have the 
honor to enclose, which at once reconciles all 
the contradiction you originally supposed; and 
you will perceive that these British subjects are 
not “called in part,” but each of them specified 
as belonging toa particular regiment. I confess, 
however, I am not fully satisfied whether the 
figures and words, 14th regiment, 6th regiment, 
ist light infantry, 14th foot, and 1st, are intended 
as descriptive of the American regiments to 
which they belonged at the time they were made 
prisoners, or the British regiment from which it 
is said they originally deserted. On this point 
Lieutenant Miller informs me it is not in his 
power to afford any information. I shall, there- 
fore, request an explanation from his Excellency 
Lieutenant General Sir George Prevost, and, on 
receiving his answer, communicate it to you. 

With respect to the one hundred and one sea- 
men sent to England in His Majesty’s ship Reg- 
ulus, what I originally stated to you, to wit, that 
three of them were considered British subjects, 
fifteen had been twice taken in arms prior to 
their exchange, and the other remaining eighty- 
three sent home under the character of Ameri- 


et 


— a. 


can prisoners of war, without any allegation 
against them, appears to be correct. The motives 


for sending these eighty-three seamen to Great: 


Britain are fully stated to me in Lieutenant Mil- 


ler's letter of the 24th of November, an extract. 


of which is enclosed in my letter of this date. 
The cause therein stated T confidently hope will 
be satisfactory to you, especially as the health, 


comfort, and convenience of the prisoners are . 


the primary objects. To the same causes, I beg 
leave to add, you are to attribute the subsequent 
transmission of American prisoners. 

The preceding statement of facts, I trust, will 
prove satisfactory to you with respect to ninety- 
eight of the one hundred and one seamen sent 
to England, and induce your Government to or- 
der the release of a similar number of British 
maritime prisoners, now confined under retalia- 
tory orders, for them. As to the fifty-nine sol- 
diers and three seamen, American prisoners, sent 
to Great Britain as subjects of His Majesty, and 
the corresponding number of British soldiers and 
seamen held in close confinement for them, I 
shall make no other remark than this, that the 
measures the American Government may think 
proper to adopt will never prevent His Majesty’s 
exercising a right ae dais in by all civilized 
nations, with the exception of these States. 

I have the honor to be, sir, &c. 

HOMAS BARCLAY. 

General Mason, &c. : 


Colonel Thomas Barclay to General Mason. - 
Harem, December 15, 1813. - 

Sin: From my letters to you of the 9th cur- 
rent, with the documents which accompanied 
them, you will perceive that the sixteen persons 
originally represented by Mr. Mitchell as having 
been confined in very improper places in the jail 
at Halifax, have, in consequence, (much to their 
regret, as Mr. Mitchell himself states,) been re- 
stored to their original place of confinement with 
the ordinary American prisoners. You will also 
notice that eighty-three out of the one hundred 
and one seamen now on their way to England 
in His Majesty’s ship Regulus, were sent thither 
from motives of humanity and accommodation, 
equally applicable to themselves and those who 
remained in Halifax after their departure. The 
fifteen others of the one hundred and one seamen 
so sent come equally under this description. I 
allude to those twice taken in arms prior to being 
exchanged; although they may not be so readily 
exchanged as ordinary prisoners, still they will 
be placed with and receive the same treatment. 
There remains, in my opinion, therefore, out of 
the one hundred and one men, but three, 0n 
whom, with any plea for improper treatment, the 
retaliatory system can be exercised. , 

I beg leave to request that you will please 1n 
form me whether you have, in consequence 0 
my above-mentioned letters to. you, directed: the 
release of the sixteen British prisoners put In 
dungeons, &c.; and, also, whether you have re- 
stored to their former situation ninety-eight of 
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the one hundred and one British seamen placed 
in strict confinement, under the impression that 
the same number of Americans sent to England 
were claimed as British subjects, and sent there 
for trial; and if you have not already ordered 
their release from strict confinement, whether 
you intend doing it? This is a subject which 
does not admit of delay. Iam, therefore, under 
the necessity of requesting a speedy answer. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient ser- 


vant, 
THOMAS BARCLAY. 
General Mason, &c. 


General Mason to James Prince, Esq, Marshal of 
Massachusetts, dated 
Orrics Comm’ry Gen’L or PRISONERS, 

Wasaineton, Dec. 22, 1813. 

Sig: Colonel Barclay having given me assur- 
ances that the ten petty officers and seamen of the 
Chesapeake have been taken from the dungeons 
or cells in which they were confined at Halifax, 
and placed in close confinementin a situation more 
conformable to that used for prisoners generally, 
you will be pleased, on the receipt of this letter, 
to remove the ten petty officers and seamen, Brit- 
ish prisoners, you had confined in retaliation for 
them from their dungeons or cells, and to place 
them elsewhere in close confinement, in the same 
manner as done towards the British prisoners be- 
fore held in retaliation, where the place of con- 
finement was used to hold safe, and not to inflict 
further severity. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
James PniNCÉ, Esq., J. MASON. 
Marshal of Massachusetts. 


of a letter from the Commissary General of 
Prisoners to Colonel Barclay, dated 
DECEMBER 22, 1813. 


You will recollect, sir, that I apprized you that, 
at some short date after Mr. Mitchell’s communi- 
cation to me of the 3d of September, he informed 
me that the six officers of privateers had been re- 
moved to an upper room, and that Í had imme- 
diately, on receiving this information, directed 
the six British officers of privateers confined in 
retaliation to be placed in a similar situation. On 
your information that (he ten petty officers and 
seamen have been now withdrawn from their 
formier place of confinement, I have directed the 
Marshal of Massachusetts in the same way to 
ameliorate the condition of the ten persons con- 
fined in retaliation for them. 


Extract 


Extract of a letter from the Commissary General of 
Prisoners to Colonel Thomas Barclay, dated 


DECEMBER 22, 1813. 


I have received your letter of the 9th instant, 
relative to the manner of confinement of our six- 
teen maritime officers and seamen at Halifax, 
respecting which I had the honor to address you 
on the 22d September last, and to the communi- 

13th Cox. 2d Srss.—69 


cations of Mr. Mitchell, our agent at that place, 
in which I founded my facts, I find the following 
results in this: that he calls the places of their 
confinement dungeons; your informants call them 
cells, being two-thirds under ground; and that 
they state that the floor of each dungeon or celi 
was larger by two feet one way, and by eight 
inches the other, than he had made them; and, 
as to light and air, they insist that the prisoners 
received more by seven inches in a two-foot win- 
dow than he represented; and, moreover, that 
there was a hole in the door of nine inches square, 
which he omitted altogether to mention. As to 
the accommodation of passage room for the sea- 
men, placing the officers in an upper room, and 
the permission to walk in the yard, &c., you will 
please to remark, that your informants do not say 
that these indulgences were given on the first 
confinement, and that Mr. Mitchell wrote on the 
3d of September, immediately after it took place. 
Had you, sir, have attentively compared the cir- 
cumstances, and have collated my remarks of the 
22d of September, which you have been at the pains 
of returning to me in an extract, with the state- 
ments of your own officers, I cannot believe you 
would have seen any cause for approbating their 
measures in the manner your letter seems to con- 
vey. Admit the miserable surplusage of the few 
feet and inches on which they insist for the sub- 
terranean floors and scanty apertures of these by 
two-thirds under ground cells, into which, in some 
five, and in others six of our unfortunate citizens 
were thrust, and I do yet aver that they were, in 
the fullest sense of the terms, "noisome holes,” 
and “dark and impure receptacles of wretched- 
ness,” such as I am exceedingly glad to hear, on 
your representation, our prisoners have been re- 
moved from ; and such as I hope your humanity 
will so interfere with the proper authorities of 
your Government as henceforward to keep others 
from being consigned to. 

You will recollect, sir, that I apprized you that 
at some short date after Mr. Mitchell’s commu- 
nieation to me of the 3d of September, he inform- 
ed me that the six officers of privateers had been 
removed to an upper room, and that I had, im- 
mediately on receiving this information, directed 
the six British officers of privateers, confined in 
retaliation, to be placed in a similar situation. 
On your information that the ten petty officers 
and seamen have been now withdrawn from their 
former place of confinement, I have directed the 
Marshal of Massachusetts, in the same way, to 
ameliorate the condition of the ten persons con- 
fined in retaliation for them. 

I regretted to see, and I confess I do not com- 
prehend the point of the sareasm you no doubt in- 
tended to convey in the following passage of your 
letter: “The prisoners, from Mr. Mitchell’s ac- 
count, appear to regret the ‘dark and impure re- 
ceptacles of wretchedness’ they have left, which 
they prefer to the pleasant, healthy, and comfort- 
able island on which they are now confined; for 
this exchange they are wholly indebted to Mr. 
Mitchell.” Poor unfortunate men! it would seem 
that it was enough that they had to submit to de- 
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. basement and suffering of the severest kind, with- 
out being made the subjects of taunting para- 
graphs in official communication. The only con- 
solation J have is, the perfect conviction that their 
country will not desert them; that it will follow 
their fate with a watchful eye; and that, painful 
as it may be to humanity, measure for measure 
will be dealt out, let that fate be what it may. 


Orrice Comm’ry GEw'L or Prisoners, 
Wasuineton, Dec. 30, 1813. 


Sig: I am now to reply to your letters of the 
9th and 15th of this month, respecting the fifty- 
nine American soldiers, and the one hundred and 
one American seamen, prisoners of war, sent from 
Halifax to England in the latter part of last Sum- 
mer, on whose subject I remonstrated with you 
on the 22d of September, and relative to whom I 
took occasion to make some remarks in my letters 
of the 9th October and 23d November. 
` In your replies of the 30th November, you are 
pleased. to speak of some of my expressions, in 
relation to the manner of treatment, and op re- 
turning the fifty-nine soldiers, as harsh ; if my re- 
marks were founded in truth, however they may 
have borne on your officers, [ am persuaded you 
will, on duly considering the subject, receive them 
in the spirit in which they were intended, as desig- 
nated to call directly to your attention, for the 
information of your Government, in a case of 
such serious import, a disingenuous procedure, ill 
becoming the agents of your nation, towards these 
defenceless and passive captives. In your com- 
munication to me of the 9th instant, in which 
you transmit the third list received of these men, 
(all of the three emanating from Lieutenant Mil- 
ler, your agent for prisoners of war at Halifax; 
the first transmitted through your agent, Mr. 
Mitchell, on the 1st September, and the second 
by you on the 1st October,) you represent it as 
reconciling the contradiction between the other 
two which I had pointed out to you, and describe 
that first sent me by you thus: “An ordinary list 
to account for alterations since his (Lieutenant 
Miller's) last return of prisoners, aud not to desig- 
nate the cause of these men being sent; he was, 
therefore, under no obligation to be particular in 
describing the cause ; indeed, it would have been 
incorrect in him to have stated the particulars in 
a common monthly list, intended merely to ac- 
count for alterations during the month.” I send 
you, sir, a copy of the first list given out by Mr. 
Miller to Mr. Mitchell, and a copy of his letter of 
the 1st September which enclosed it. I pray you 
to compare this with the two furnished you, and 
by you sent me; you will immediately perceive 
that no contradiction is reconciled ; indeed, it is 
rather increased. In the list furnished you he 
goes back nearly to the ground first taken, in 
description of the men with Mr. Mitchell, name- 
ly, that they had given themselves up as British 
subjects; or, in other words, that fifty-nine men 
had all informed, each against himself, as to the 

Crime, be that what it may, of which your offi- 
cers accused them, and for which, as I learn from 


you, and of which they must have been apprized 
before they “gave themselves up,” they are to be 
tried for their lives. In thesecond (the first sent 
you) this ground is abandoned, and he takes'a 
new one, not as to part of the men, as I was im- 
pressed when I first had occasion to animadvert 
on it to you, but as I find, on a strieter examina- 
tion, as to every man, that they are deserters from 
the British service; and so plainly is this desig- 
nated, that in the return he heads a column— 
“Name of the British regiment to which they 
belonged,” and in this column is inserted against 
each man's name the number of a regiment, as 
first, fifth, sixth, and fourteenth; and you will 
find, sir, on recurring to your letter of the first 
October, that, taking this for authority, you re- 
mark to me, “you will perceive that the fifty- 
nine soldiers are deserters- from His Majesty’s 
service, and the name of the regiment to which 
each of them belonged placed opposite their 
names.” I will certainly not undertake to deter- 
mine what are the forms used for ordinary or ex- 
traordinary purposes made to you, but I will say, 
that if the fact of desertion existed, in a return 
showing cause why the men implicated were sent 
for trial, it would hardly have been withdrawn; 
and if it did not exist, it should never have been 
charged. In your last letter on this subject, you 
inform me that you are doubtful whether the 
number of the regiment shown in the return then 
sent, which I find precisely the same, and as to 
the same men, was the number of the British or 
American regiment. I can resolve that doubt 
now. ‘These are the American regiments, or 
parts of regiments, engaged on the 24th June at 
the Beaver Dams, the time and place which the 
first return sent by you (by far the most detailed 
and particular of the three) designates; the four- 
teenth, from which most of the men were drawn, 
was commanded by Colonel Boerstler, made pris- 
oner in that action, and lately returned on pa- 
role; and most of them are personally known 
to him. 

Under the circumstances I have detailed, I must 
believe, sir, that you will see sufficient cause for 
the dissatisfaction of this Government with any 
explanation given for the sending off these fifty- 
nine men, to be tried in England or elsewhere. 

Iam entirely ata loss to know what analogy 
you have been able to find between the case of 
the two Frenchmen taken last Summer in Brit- 
ish service, and discharged in Richmond, and that 
of these fifty-nine American soldiers. In the case 
of the Frenchmen their allegation was, that they 
were not, of right, prisoners of war, and they pe- 
titioned for their liberty. They were publicly 
examined and set at liberty. In the case of out 
soldiers the question is not that of liberty, to 
which we have yielded, but of death, which you 
threaten. g , 

Ican confidenily assure you, sir, that it will 
never be made cause of complaint against your 
Government, that it set at liberty, at his own re- 
quest, any prisoner taken in our service, whether 
he be a native or foreigner. - E 

As it regards the one hundred and one Ameri- 


ES 


CGUOTWVOCGSUEYUSME V MI On UU UNE 


$181 


APPENDIX. 


2182 


Great Britain— Naturalization. 


can seamen sent to England in September last, 
you say that three were supposed to be British 
subjects; fifteen had been twice taken in arms; 
and-eighty-three were sent, from the explanation 
given by Lieutenant Miller to you in his letter of 
the 24th of November, which you send, because 
some had endeavored to effect their escape; some 
had shown a mutinous disposition; other prison- 
ers were expected from Quebec, by which means 
the prison would have been crowded ; the weather 
was hot, and the small-pox was prevalent; and 
that you confidently hope that these reasons will 
be satisfactory ; the health, comfort, and conve- 
nience of the prisoners were the primary objects. 
Certainly these are primary objects, and it would 
give great satisfaction to this Government if they 
could see them consulted by your officers; but 
how was the convenience and comfort of our 
prisoners consulted, when a certain number of 
them are sent off from Halifax, crowded on board 
ship, beyond sea, to a distance from the facility 
of exchange, to make room for another number, 
to be in like manner sent by General Prevost from 
Quebec, at which place, as you have agreed with 
me, they should have remained to be exchanged 
on the land lines? And how was their health 
consulted as to the prevalence of the small-pox, 
when vaccination presented so easy and simple a 
remedy, compared with the risk of carrying the 
variolous infection into a voyage, in a crowded 
prison-ship, across the ocean? When men are 
taken a second time in war without exchange, it 
is a matter easily capable of proof, and, unless 
proved, ought not to be acted on; the proof, when 
had, should be exhibited. None such has, al- 
though you have informed me you have made 
inquiry, yet been exhibited. As to the fifteen 
men reported by your agent as sosituated, when- 
ever it is produced, the corresponding number of 
your prisoners held for them will be placed in the 
ordinary state of prisoners; until then they must 
be retained in the situation in which they now 
are. Theeighty-three British seamen heldagainst 
the eighty-three American seamen sent to Eng- 
land from Halifax, against whom you inform me 
there is no charge, will be returned to the ordi- 
nary state of non-paroled prisoners, but they will 
be withheld from exchange until the correspond- 
ing American seamen are exchanged or returned 
to the American station, from which they ought 
not to have been removed. I have, &c. 
J. MASON. 
Col. Tuomas BARCLAY, &c. 


HanLEM, December 27, 1813. 
Sin: I have the honor to enclose you copies of 
lists of American prisoners of war, sent from Hal- 
ifax to England in November last, by order of his 
Excelleney Admiral Sir John B. Warren, in His 
Majesty’s ships Nemesis, Diomede, and Diadem, 
in consequence of the prison at Halifax being 
sickly and crowded with prisoners. 
. I am, sir, your obedient, humble servant, 
THOMAS BARCLAY. 
General Mason. 


Note by the Commissary General of Prisoners. 


The list above-mentioned gives the names of 
one hundred maritime prisoners, officers and sea- 
men, and fifty military prisoners, officers and pri- 
vates, sent to England in the Nemesis ; one hun- 
dred and twenty-four maritime prisoners, officers 
and seamen, and seventy-seven military prisoners, 
officers and privates, sent to England in the Dio- 
mede; and fifty military prisoners, non-commis- 
sioned officers, and privates, sent to England in 
the Diadem. 

Making the whole number four-hundred and 
one. 


Extract of a letter from Colonel Thomas Barclay to 
the Commissary General of Prisoners. 


HanLEM, Dec. 31, 1813. 


Sır: Your letter of the 22d current, in answer 
to mine of the 9th, I have received. I really ex- 
pected, when I enclosed you copies of the letters 
received from Lieutenant Miller, and the copy 
of Mr. Mitchell’s letter to him, you would have 
been convinced that Mr. Mitchell had too highly 
colored his description of the rooms in which 
the sixteen prisoners were confined in the jail at 
Halifax. This, however, appears not to be the 
case ; on the contrary, you retain the same opin- 
ion, and even consider an error on the part of 
that gentleman of more than a fifth part of the 
area of the rooms too trifling to be noticed by 
you or me. 

You cannot be ignorant of the situation of 
Melville island, near Halifax, where prisoners of 
war are confined, or of the prison, prison-ship, 
and hospital there. It is admitted, by all who 
have visited them, to be equal to any similar es- 
tablishments of the same extent in Europe. No 
complaint, I believe, has been made against it, or 
the treatment which the prisoners receive there. 
In this prison, ten at least, and perhaps the whole 
of the sixteen prisoners were confined at the time 
they were moved to the town jail of Halifax; in 
which jail they remained several weeks, until 
the time they were again removed to their former 
confinement on Melville island, in consequence 
of Mr. Mitchell’s representation to you that the 
rooms in which they were confined in the jail at 
Halifax were dungeons, dark and impure recep- 
tacles of wretchedness, where the prisoners were 
only permitted to receive the means of respiration 
and the light of heaven through an iron-barred 
aperture. Lieutenant Miller has declared that 
this statement of Mr. Mitchell’s is incorrect, and 
that the rooms in the jail in which the sixteen. 
prisoners were placed, instead of being dark and 
impure, were good and comfortable, and in every 
respect befitting prisoners of war, and that the 
prisoners were satisfied with them, and with the 
treatment they received while in jail. In proof 
of his assertion, I enclosed you not only a copy 
of Mr. Mitchell’s letter to Lieutenant Miller, in 
which he acknowledges the men preferred the 
jail to Melville island, but also a letter from the 
Sheriff of Halifax, in which he states “that the 
apartments allotted to them (the prisoners) were 
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in every respect suitable, and sufficiently large 
and well ventilated, and every possible indulgence 
granted to them, consistent with their situation. 
That, when they understood they were to return 
to Melville island; they expressed their sorrow 
at being removed, and acknowledged in my pre- 
sence the indulgence which they had received 
from the jailer and his family,” Possessed of 
the testimony of the Sheriff of Halifax, and of the 
acknowledgment of the prisoners, (under Mr. 
Mitchell’s hand,) “that their removal from Hal- 
ifax jail to the prison of Melville island was not 
for the better,” I am at a loss to account for ad- 
hering to Mr. Mitchell’s original account of the 
rooms, and still more so for your expressing your- 
self in your letter of the 22d instant in the words 
following: “Ido yet aver, that they (the rooms) 
were; in the fullest sense of the terms, noisome 
holes, and dark and impure receptacles of wretch- 
edness.” 

: Lwish to be informed on what evidence you 
found your opinion; not on what the prisoners 
say, for Mr. Mitchell himself has acknowledged 
in. his letter to Mr. Miller, that they told him 
they preferred the jail to the prison-ship at Mel. 
ville island ; nor can you rest iton Mr. Mitchell's 
description; first, because it is proved to be in- 
correct as to dimensions, light, and air; aud sec- 
ondly, because he has acknowledged the pris- 
oners regretted being removed from the jail. 
Will you, sir, say you oppose the dietum of Mr. 
Mitchell to the assurance of Lieutenant Mil- 
ler, the declaration of the Sheriff of Halifax, and 
the concurrent voice of the sixteen prisoners? If 
not, pray acquaint me on what authority it is that 
you speak with so much confidence? Do you 
recollect that, by your confirming Mr. Mitchell’s 
description, you, in express terms, stultify the six 
officers and ten men who were confined in the 
jail; for none but fools or maniacs would prefer 
noisome holes and dark and impure receptacles of 
wretchedness, to the prison-ship at Melville island, 
the.dimensions and other particulars of which I 
sent you. 

The truth, sir, is, that both the prison-ship, and 
the rooms allotted to the sixteen American pris- 
oners in the jail at Halifax, were comfortable 
places of confinement; and the reason why the 
prisoners preferred the latter to the former was 
this: At Melville island there were upwards of 
one thousand six hundred prisoners; consequently, 
the keepers and other attendants had it not in 
their power to pay attention and civility to each 
individual; whereas, in the jail there were only 
sixteen . prisoners, to whom the jailer and his 
family showed every indulgence, as the prisoners 
acknowledged to the sheriff. If the rooms in the 
jail were as described by Mr. Mitchell, is it pos- 
sible the prisoners would have regretted leaving 
them ? 

You are under a mistake in supposing Iin- 
tended anything sarcastic, or in a taunting man- 
ner to jest with the feelings or the situation of 
thése prisoners. Give me leave to tell you, sir, 
that I am incapable of such an act, and that it ill 
comports with you even to insinuate it of me. I 


feel as much, and would go as far tó serve these 
unfortunate men, as you or any other gentlemán: 
My remarks are pointed to Mr. Mitchell, atid not 
to the prisoners ; for it was my wish to use their 
testimony to prove the incorrectness of the chat- 
acter given by Mr. Mitchell of the rooms in which 
they had been confined, and I assure you I ap- 
prove of what they have done and said. 

In my letter of the 9th instant I remarked, and 
again repeat, that the prisoners are wholly in- 
debted to Mr. Mitchell for being removed, con- 
trary to their wishes, from the jail in Halifax to 
the prison-ship at Melville island. 

When you communicated to me in September 
Mr. Mitchell’s description of the dungeons, cells, 
or rooms, (it is of no moment what appellations 
are given to them, for names cannot change re- 
alities,) into which the sixteen prisoners were 
placed, I transmitted, without delay, a copy of 
your letter to the Admiral at Halifax, and re- 
quested an explanation, and at the same time de- 
sired, if the facts were as represented by Mr. 
Mitchell, that an amelioration of thé treatment 
towards the prisoners might take place. On the’ 
receipt of my letter, the Admiral, in order to re- 
move even the shadow of complaint, directed 
that the sixteen prisoners should be returned to 
the prison-ship at Melville island. If Mr. Mitch- 
ell fad not given you this horrid description ‘of 
the places in the jail where those prisoners were 
confined, I take it for granted you would not 
have remonstrated tome against them, nor should 
I have written to the Admiral on the subject; the 
prisoners, therefore, would have remained in the 
jail probably until they were exchanged or re- 
leased on parole. This being the case, I am du- 
thorized to say Mr. Mitehell was the cause of 
their being removed, contrary to their wishes, 
from the jail on board the prison-ship. " 

As these men are now in their pristine sitüa- 
tion as prisoners, I request you will be pleased to. 
inform me whether the sixteen British prisoners; 
placed by your order in more than ordinary strict 
confinement by the marshal of Massachusetts, by’ 
way of retaliation for the sixteen Americans, 
have been restored to their original situation as, 
prisoners. 


Orrice Comm’ry Gen’ or PRISONERS, 
Wasxineron, Jan. 15, 1814. 
Sin: Lreceived, in due course of mail, your 
letter of the 27th December, and the lists E. 
closed, whereby I am informed that four hundre 
and one of our prisoners, officers, non-commis: 
sioned officers, and privates of the Army, an 
officers and crews of private armed vessels; bave 
been sent to England from Halifax, on the pled 
of a crowded and siekly prison at Halifax. å 
appears to be in vain to remonstrate longer agains 
measures which your officers seem determine’ 
to take, in relation to our prisoners, without m 
gard to individual suffering, or to the conven pa 
between the two nations, as to stations of t 
change. That a single prison might be crow i 
by the inerease of prisoners at a station, a 
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sickly in consequence of that crowding, is pro- 
bable enough ; but unless it was shown that the 
.eountry in which that station is was sickly, there 
‘can be no pretension to humane motives for such 
a removal; other prison-houses or prison-ships 
should have been supplied. This, sir, as in the 
ease of the last removal to England, is regarded 
as à measure replete with cruelty to the unfor- 
tunate prisoners concerned, and will, in due time, 
be met by a corresponding measure towards your 
prisoners in our possession. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
J. MASON. 
Colonel Tuomas Barcuay, &c. 


Extract of a letter from Colonel Thomas Barclay to 
the Commissary General of Prisoners, dated 
January 24, 1814. 
Sig: Your letter of the 15th January, in an- 
swer to mine of the 27th December, I have had 
the honor to receive. í 
Tam inclined to believe you are under a mis- 
take in supposing it to be an unjustifiable act to 
. send American prisoners of war from Canada, 
Nova Scotia, or the West Indies, to England for 
safe keeping ; and I am of opinion you will find 
that all persons acquainted with the laws of na- 
tions will agree, that the answer “that the pris- 
oners sent to Great Britain for that purpose” is 
conclusive, and ought to be satisfactory. When 
in addition to these remarks, you are furnishe 
with the additional reasons stated in Port Admi- 
ral Griffith’s letter, a copy whereof is enclosed, 
that the prisoners were removed from Halifax to 
Great Britain in consequence of the prisons be- 
ing crowded, and the men sickly, every objection 
‘to their removal I hope will cease. From your let- 
ter; it however appears you consider that “ other 
prison-houses and prison-ships should have been 
supplied.” This measure, perhaps, was not con- 
venient; at all events it would be attended with 
an expense which the Admiral probably consid- 
ered he was not authorized to incur. In England 
there are ample prisons; and I have reasons to be- 
lieve, from Lieutenant Miller's representations of 
the sufferings your prisoners have experienced in 
Nova Scotia from want of clothing, that they 
will, on their arrival in England, have reason 
to rejoice being under the care of Mr. Beasley, 
who will supply them with what is necessary. 
I am at a loss to comprehend what you intend 
by remarking, “ without regard to the convention 
-between the two nations as to stations for ex- 
change,” because Liverpool or Falmouth, in Eng- 
land, are as much stations for exchange as Quebec 
or Halifax. 


Extract of a letter from Rear Admiral Griffith to Colo- 
; nel Thomas Barclay, dated 


ON BOARD THE CENTURION, 
HaLirrax, December 19, 1813. 


By an order from the Admiralty to Sir John 


Warren, which he has left with me, heis directed: 


not to allow any more American prisoners to be 
released till the balance in our favor should be 


considerably reduced, and the order is accompanied 
by a return of the exchanges made in Eingland, 
where alone the balance in our favor amounted 
to upwards of one thousand. 

I would beg of you to inform me, as particularly 
as you can, respecting the mode of confinement 
and treatment of the British officers put into close 
confinement in the United States, that a similar 
measure of indulgence or severity may be exer- 
cised on the American officers confined here by 
way of retaliation. And I would take the liberty 
of suggesting to you the necessity of endeavoring 
to remove the impression of our having sent 
American prisoners to England on suspicion of 
their being British born subjects. The Ameri- 
can Government can have no right to assume 
this as a fact. As far as relates to prisoners sent 
from hence to England, we have never avowed 
or acknowledged any such motive, with the ex- 
ception of those who have been particularly des- 
ignated as such. 

The crowded state of the prison at Melville 
island, where double the number of prisoners were 
confined to that it was ever intended to have 
held, the difficulty, if not impossibility, of finding 
adequate security for them anywhere else, and 
the suspension of the exchange by the American 
Government, were sufficient excuses (if it were 
necessary to offer any) for sending some of the 
prisoners to England. I shall, however, stop 
sending any more till I hear from you; but if the 
exchange is again interrupted, we must thin off 
by.every opportunity, for there are a great many 
ee even now, in this place, than there ought 
to be. 


Extract of letter from Lieutenant William Miller, Brit- 
ish agent for prisoners of war at Halifax, to Colonel 
Barclay, dated 

‘DecemsBeEr 20, 1813. 

In consequence of your letter by the Analostan, 
that the Government of the United States had 
put into close confinement one hundred and sev- 
enty-six British prisoners of war, in various parts 
of the United States, in retaliation, I have been 
directed to confine the same number of American 
prisoners of war on board the Magnet prison- 
ship; and on the receipt of your last despatches 
of the 24th November to Lieutenant General 

Sherbrooke, wherein you state that forty-six Brit- 

ish officers were also closely confined, I was direct- 

ed to arrest the whole of the American officers 
on parole, seventy-two in number, and confine 
them on board the Malabar transport, lately re- 
turned from Quebec, by removing some of the 
soldiers to Melville island. I fitted up a large 
space from the mainmast, abaft, thirty feet long, 
twenty-two feet broad, and seven feet high, for 
their temporary accommodation, and I was direct- 
ed to complete, or double that number, to ninety- 
two; but, on reconsideration, Sir John Sherbrooke 
and Rear Admiral Griffith thought proper to alter 
the arrangement, and permit the maritime offi- 
cers selected by Mr. Mitchell to depart in the 
Analostan in such numbers as made up the equiva- 
lent rank of two hundred and fourteen. a 
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In the number confined on board the Magnet 
prison ship, I have selected as follows: for the 
twenty-one seamen of the Dominica, confined at 
Charleston, I have taken twenty-one men belong- 
ing to the United States’ gun-vessel No. 121, and 
for the seven seamen of the Tenedos, and eight 
of the Boxer, 1 have confined fifteen of the Chesa- 
peake. lt will be very necessary, if I could be 
furnished with the names of the British officers 
and seamen confined in retaliation, that I might 
make a regular entry of them. (I have received 
the lists of the one hundred and one and the six- 
teen confined.) I have liberated the seamen of 


. the Chesapeake, as per abstract, for the two sea- 


men of the Dragon. You will be pleased to ob- 
serve I sent four of those sixteen, confined in re- 
taliation, to England on the 19th ultimo, as per 
abstract, which reduces the number in my custody 
to eight, although I still consider them on my 
list; and in consequence of the ill state of health 
of James Trask, late sailing-master of the Revenge 
ptivateer, I have sent him in the Analostan, but 
shall confine another in lieu, which leaves Thomas 
‘Swain, of the Wiley Reynard, and two warrant 
officers, and four seamen of the Chesapeake. 


Extract ofa letter from the Commissary General of 
Prisoners to Colonel Thomas Barclay, dated 


January 31, 1814. 

Sir: On recurring to your letter of the 31st 
December, in reply to mine of the 22d of the same 
month, unwilling as I am to spin out discussions 
of an irritable character, I find it necessary to 
make some remarks on it. 

As I have had, in other instances, occasion to 
do, I must now again express my regret, that you 
do not consider with moreattention the papers in 
the case than it does seem you are accustomed to 
do, previous to entering on a discussion of their 
merits; had you, with more care, examined the 
letters and statements bearing on this case, you 
Tight have saved some trouble to you and myself, 
and probably have spared the necessity you ap- 
pear to have imposed on yourself, of conducting 
your argument in terms little fitted to conviction. 

Most certainly while Mr. Mitchell, our agent 
for prisoners at Halifax, continues to be thought 
by this Government worthy of remaining in the 
office which it has conferred on him, I shall con- 
sider all that comes from him as well worthy of 
faith as anything which may be stated by your 
agent for prisoners; and I shall, in justice to him 
and to the Government, repel any attempt, from 
"whatever quarter it may come, unaccompanied 
by proofs, to lessen his credibility. If, however, 
you had attended to n, communieation of the 
22d December, you would have seen that I by no 
means proceeded on his statement alone; that I 
had carefully collated that with the declaration 
of your agents, and shown the result. I took, 
finally, the description of the places of confine- 
ment for our sixteen unfortunate prisoners, given 
by your agents themselves, and indisposed to 
graduate human misery as it were by a scale, and 
revoling at the idea of looking for comfort in 


such incarceration, did then say, as I now sáy, that 
an allotment of subterraneous floor, eleven feet 
one way, by seven feet eight inches the other; 
height, from floor to ceiling, (two-thirdsof which 
under ground,) seven feet four inches; windows, 
or places for admission of light and air, two, one 
nine inch square, the other twenty-four by seven- 
teen inches, is, in the fullest sense of the term, 
* a noisome hole, and a dark and impure recep- 
tacle of wretchedness:” in which sentiment I am 
abundantly confident I shall be joined by the 
whole civilized world, with exceptions too few in 
any degree to impair its correctness; and these 
are the precise dimensions and descriptions given 
by Lieutenant Miller, and the Sheriff of Halifax, 
and your private friend, of the cells or dungeons 
into which were put, and kept for some days, 
sixteen American citizens, officers and seamen, 
maritime prisoners of war—six in one, and five 
in each of the two others. 

It is distinctly to be remembered, that it was 
of this period, and of this manner of confinement, 


of which Mr. Mitchell first reported and com- 


plained, and respecting which 1 immediately re- 
monstrated with you. It is therefore vain to con- 
found, by description of poesges and yards to 
which these prisoners might afterwards have had 
access, what first existed in relation to them, with 
what took place when their situation was in some 
degree ameliorated. You are well aware, sir, 
that Mr. Mitchell did report this amelioration, 
and that a corresponding relaxation toward those 
of your prisoners held in retaliation for them was 
immediately ordered ; and that this amelioration 
was made some time before they were removed 
to Melville island. It was then with the second 
stage of confinement that the situation of our six- 
teen prisoners, when carried to that island, is to 
be compared; which circumstance, when taken 
into consideration with the facts stated then and 
since by yourself, that there they were erowded 
in with sixteen hundred of their unfortunate coun- 
trymen, vill sufficiently explain their preference, 
if such they had, to the prison in Halifax. I was 
glad to hear from you that, in the passage to 
which Ialluded, as presumed to have been in- 
tended to convey a sarcasm on this preference 
attributed to our unfortunate prisoners, you did 
not mean to sport with their feelings. Difficult 
as it is to be understood in ordinary construction, 
Iam willing to accept your explanation as to 
them; and you will permit me to remark, sir, 
should have been quite as much disposed to do so, 
had it been given in terms more becoming the 
occasion. l 


Colonel Barclay to General Mason. 
Harem, February 6, 1814. 


Sir: I have by this day's post had the honor 
to receive your letter of the 31st January. I have 
attentively examined my letter to you of the 31st 
December, and cannot discover anything in it 
improper or necessary to be corrected. I regret 
you consider it * little fitted to conviction.” - Per- 
haps, were your letter and mine on the subject 


i 
à 
4 
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in-opinion with you. 

I shall not travel the ground already gone over 
in my reply to your letter of the 22d December, 
because mine of the 3ist of that month is as full 
an answer to your letter of the 31st January as 
it was to that of the 22d December. I request, 
therefore, you will be pleased to receive it as such, 
and that you will give it the construction which 
the arguments and expressions merit. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient ser- 
vant, THOMAS BARCLAY. 

General Mason, &c. 


G. 
Extract of a letter from the Hon. Ebenezer Sage to the 
' Commissary General of Prisoners, dated 
Saa HARBOR, Lona ISLAND, 
September 28, 1813. 


As it may be within the province of your offi- 
cial duties, I will trouble you with the following 
case: 

‘A few weeks since, a barge and nine men from 
the British squadron (which lies in Gardner’s 
bay, within sight of this port) came on shore in 
the night, a short distance from this, and took 
from his bed a Joshua Penny, and, without per- 
mitting him to put on his hat or clothing, carried 
him on board the Ramilies, where he was put in 
irons and on short allowance, and in that condi- 
tion sent off in the ship to Halifax, or elsewhere. 
You have probably seen, in the newspapers, the 
correspondence between the commanding officer 
of this port and Hardy, in which the former, the 
next day after the capture, demanded him asa 
non-combatant, and the latter refused to restore 
him, upon the plea that he had acted asa pilot to 
Commodore Decatur’s barges, and the torpedo 
Boat, and was on the books of Decatur’s frigate, 
at forty dollars per month. That he acted as 
pilot in both the above cases is true, but the last 
charge is not true. He was hired as a pilot, and 
is on the books of no ship, or attached to any 
public service. The British Commodore further 
declares tn his communication that he holds him 
asa spy, in consequence of his being on board his 
ship at a certain time to sell clams. If this act 
makes him punishable as a spy, the Commodore 
must be surrounded with spies every day, from 
Connecticut and elsewhere, with beef, breadstuff, 
onions, fruit, and eatables of all kinds, as we know 
his fleet is continually surrounded with traders. 
The question is, can this man be held as a pris- 
oner of war, and held in irons? Is it not a case 
demanding the lex talionis? 

Penny is a poor but industrious man, with a 
large family ; a good seaman and pilot, and of a 
bold and daring spirit; has faced danger, and en- 
dured much hardship in almost every quarter of 
the world. It is a fact, that an American, who 
was on board the ship as a trader, put on the uni- 
form of a lieutenant, and accompanied a crew to 
point out to them the place of Penny’s abode, the 
day preceding the night in which he was taken. 

his we learn from some prisoners who have 
since been liberated, and from whom we also 


submitted to impartial persons, they would differ | learn the circumstance of this confinement in 


irons, &c. 


Extract of a letter from Commodore Stephen Decatur 
to the Secretary of the Navy, dated 


U. S. Sar UNITED STATES, 
NEAR New Lonpon, Oct. 6, 1813. 


Sır: I have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letter of the 20th ultimo. 

I saw Sir Thomas Hardy’s statement relating 
to Penny, in the newspapers, and had from the 
collector of Sag Harbor many of the particulars 
of his capture and subsequent treatment, who in- 
formed me that he should communicate the same 
facts to the Government, and for that reason I 
omitted doing it myself, as unnecessary. 

Penny was never entered on the books of this 
ship in any capacity; nor ever employed by me 
but for the purpose of piloting our. boats in the 
expedition to Gardner’s island; and then he acted 
merely asa pilot; went, and continued during 
the expedition, unarmed, and received for his 
compensation the ordinary pilotage. 


OFFICE Comm’y GEN'L or PRISONERS, - 
Wasuineron, Nov, 1, 1813. 


SiR: I am commanded by the President to di- 
reet that you will, with as little delay as possible 
after the reception of this order, place in confine- 
ment, such as will preclude the possibility of es- 
cape, William Mayton, a British subject, and 
prisoner of war, late master's mate of the British 
ship of war Ramilies, and recently transferred, 
among other prisoners, to your custody by the 
Marshal of Connecticut, there to be held asa 
hostage, to answer for the safety and proper treat- 
ment of Joshua Penny, a citizen of New York, 
lately seized at night in his bed, at his own house, 
near Sag Harbor, Long Island, by a detachment 
from the British squadron in that quarter, carried 
on board, and yet held in rigid confinement by 
the enemy. It is not intended, for the present at 
least, that the unfortunate person so confined, 
shall be barred from such decent accommodation 
and comfortable subsistence as his situation may 
admit of, and you are requested to inform him 
fully of the cause by which this measure has been 
made necessary. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient 
servant, J. MASON. 

EBENEZER K. DEXTER, Esq. 

Marshal of Rhode Island. 


H. 
Extract of a letter from R. Swanton to the Secretary 
of State, dated 
New York, November 8, 1813. 
Sin: Lam informed, by letters written in Hal- 
ifax, in July, August, and September. last, that 
my brother, John Swanton, lately serving in the 
capacity of captain of marines on board the pri- 
vate armed schooner Globe, of Baltimore, Cap- 
tain Moon, commander, was captured on the 29th 
May in the brig Endeavor, prize to the Globe. 
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And Mr. Mitchell, agent for prisoners of war, in 
his letter of the 4th September, says that my bro- 
ther was then confined on bogrd His Britannic 
Majesty's ship Melpomene, and about to be sent 
inher to England, for the purpose of trial as.a 
British subject. 

I therefore presume that he is now in England, 
and that-he either hasor will be proceeded against. 
4am informed that Mr. Mitchell has laid his case 
before the Government; and my anxiety induces 
me to trouble you with this communication, and 
fo request you.to inform me whether anything 
<an be done for him. 


On soard H. M. Suir CENTURION, 
Halifax, July 14, 1813. 

Dear RosEnT: I have not time, at this mo- 
ment, to enter more particularly into the occur- 
rences that took place on board the Globe, than 
that the captain thought proper to send me a pas- 
senger to the United States in the brig Endea- 
vor, captured by us, off the Rock of Lisbon, on 
the 20th March ‘last, and was recaptured off Cape 
Henry, 29th May, by His Majesty’s ship Le Fan- 
tome, Captain Lawrence, who detained me, in 

articular, under pretence of being a British sub- 

ect. He took me with him to Bermuda, where 
underwent a formal examination, which was 
committed to paper, as follows: Where were you 
born? Kileat, county Kilkenny, Ireland. When 
did you leave it? In 1789. How old are you? 
Thirty-eight years. Have you lived seven years 
in the United States of America? Yes, above 
three times that, and am a citizen in right of my 
father, who lived and possessed property in Amer- 
iea before the Revolution. Have you a vote? 
Yes, and voted for Mr. Madison, in opposition to 
‘Mr. Clinton. Areyoua married man? Yes,and 
-have five children. This is, as well as I can rec- 
collect, the substance of the examination. I was 
conveyed from that island to this port, and write 
to-you in irons; nor do I know by what means I 
could have informed you of my situation, had it 
not been for the kindness of the commander of 
this ship, who permits me to write to Mr. Mitch- 
ell, agent for prisoners of war. I therefore re- 
quest you to act immediately as the law directs 
4n such cases, and write me an answer, sending 
me at the same time two hundred dollars. Re- 
member me to our relations and friends in New 
York, and inform my wife in Pennsylvania, to 
whom it will be a sad stroke. i 

I impatiently wait your answer, and remain 

your loving brother, J. SWANTON. 


Orrice COMM’RY GEN’L OF PRISONERS, 
Wasuineron, Dec. 17, 1813. 


Sır: Iam commanded by the President to di- 
rect that you will, with as little delay as possible 
after the reception of this order, place in close 
confinement, such as will preclude the possibility 
of escape, William Lincoln, a British subject, 
and prisoner of war, late mate of the merchant 
brig Fly, there to be held as a hostage, to answer 
for the safety of John Swanton, late a captain of 


marines on board the privateer Globe of Balti- 
more, who has been unjustifiably confined by the 
British Government at Halifax, and sent from 
thence to England for trial. 

It is not intended, for the present at least, that 
the unfortunate person so confined shall be barred 
from such decent accommodation as his situation 
may admit of; and you are requested to inform 
him fully of the cause by which this measure 
has been made necessary. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 


J. MASON. 
Eeenezer K. Dexter, Esq., 
Marshal of Rhode Island. 


Orrice Comm’ry Gen’L or Prisoners, 
"W AsniNGTON, Jan. 2, 1814. 

Sır : I enclose you a letter from Mr. R. Swan- 
ton of New York, a very respectable citizen, to 
his brother, Mr. John Swanton, late a captain of 
marines on board the private armed schooner 
Globe of Baltimore, Captain Moon, captured in 
a prize of that vessel, and sent. into Halifax, and 
thence in close confinement on board one of the 
British ships of war, in the month of September 
last, to England for trial, on pretext of being a. 
British subject. 

lt is desirable to afford the friends of persons 
thus unfortunately situated every means of com- 
munieating with them as far as may depend on 
the publie agents; you will, therefore, be pleased 
to endeavor to find out the place of confinement 
of Mr. Swanton, and convey to him the letter in- 
tended for him, and the pecuniary relief afforded 
by his brother, with any other you may be able 
to give him. 

An officer of a British merchant ship, corres- 
ponding with him in rank, has been confined 
here, to answer, in his person, for his safety and 
proper treatnent. [am informed by Mr. Swan- 
ton's family,and have no doubt of the facts, that, 
although born in Ireland, he came here very 
young. and is a citizen of the United States in 
the right of his father, who came to this country 
before the peace of 1783, and has habitually re- 
sided here since, until his death a few years ago. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

J. MASON. 


Reusen G. BeasLEYv, Esq. 
U. S. Agent for prisoners, London. 


I. 
Extract of a letter from Commodore Isaac Chauncey 
to the Secretary of the Navy, dated 
U. S. SHIP GENERAL PIKE, 
Sackerr’s Hanson, Oct. 12, 1813. 

On the 24th of August last, I wrote to Com- 
modore Sir James L. Yeo, respecting the deten- 
tion of Thomas Goldsmith, late a seaman belong- 
ing to the Julia, and detained by Commodore 
Yeo for trial as a British subject. I have this 
day received his answer to that communication ; 
copies of both letters I have the honor to enclose. 

I shall wait your instructions, as to what fur- 
ther measures are to be adopted in regard to 
Goldsmith. 
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U.S. Saip GENERAL PIKE, 
Sacxerr’s Hanson, Aug. 24, 1813. 


. Bin: The fortune of war having placed the 
erews of the Growler and Julia (two small 
sehooners belonging to my squadron) in your 
power, and having understood that Thomas Gold- 
smith, ordinary seaman, belonging to the late 
United States’ schooner Scourge, and captured 
in the Julia, has been detained for trial by your 
order, as a British subject, I will thank you to 
inform me upon what grounds Goldsmith has 
been detained, and whether it is your determina- 
tion to try him in the province, or send him to 
England. I have the honor to be, &c., 

ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 

Com. Sir James Lucas Yeo, Kt., 
Commanding H. B. M. naval forces, §c. 


Extract of a letter from Commodore Sir James L. Yeo 
to Commodore Isaac Chauncey, dated 


On Board THE Wore, AT KINGSTON, 


October 11, 1813.. 


+ Str: I have had the honor to receive your let- 
ter of the 24th August on my arrival at this port, 
requesting I would inform you upon what grounds 
Goldsmith has been detained. 

In answer to which, I have to acquaint you 
that the man himself acknowledges his being by 
birth and parentage a subject of Great Britain ; 
but as to whether he will be tried for serving un- 
der the flag of his country's foes in this place, or 


in England, I cannot inform you. 


Extract of a letter from the Commissary General of 
. Prisoners to James Prince, Esq., Marshal of Massa- 
‘chusetts, dated : 
DECEMBER 18, 1813. 


Sir: I am commanded by the President to in- 
struct you to place immediately in close confine- 
ment one of the British seamen in your cus- 
tody, captured on Lake Ontario, to be held as a 
hostage to answer for the proper treatment and 
safety of Thomas Goldsmith, late a seaman be- 
longing to the United States’ schooner Julia, un- 
justifiably detained for trial as a British subject, 
by order.of Commodore Sir James Yeo. 

You will inform the person so designated of the 
cause of this measure, and make his treatment 
the same as that recommended to you heretofore 
in similar cases. 


K. 

Extract of a letter from Thomas Steele, Esq., Deputy 
Marshal of Ohio, to the Commissary General of 
Prisoners, dated 

Cuicorue, September 18, 1813. 


T made a return of one prisoner, who was put 
into my eustody on the 9th of May last, of the 
name of Thomas Alexander Clark, who was taken 
at the rapids of the Miami of the Lake. I was 

‘instructed by Colonel Campbell that he, the said 
Clark, was to be kept in close confinement as a 
hostage for a certain Captain Knaggs of Detroit, 
which has been done in the jail of the county ; 
common jail fees are twenty-five cents per day. 
I have furnished him the necessary clothing. 


Quesec, October 7, 1813. 
Sig: Agreeably to my proposition of last even- 
ing, I shall give you a statement of facts which 
is the cause of my confinement, and then leave 
it for your honor to decide, viz: I was assistant 
superintendent of Indian affairs, and captain of a 
militia company in Detroit, Michigan Territory, 
and was surrendered by General Hull at the capi- 
tulation of Detroit, and guarantied, agreeably to 
a proclamation issued by General Brock, both in 
person and property. Shortly after such procla- 
mation, the savages, who, to glut their thirst for 
blood, hunted me day and night for the purpose 
of assassinating me if they should find me; finding 
their search fruitless, they repaired to my dwell- 
ing, and robbed me of about twelve thousand 
dollars in specie and effects. After this had 
taken place, I was advised, by persons of respect- 
ability living on both sides of the river, to leave 
the country a short time, until the anger of the 
savages should be assuaged, both for my personal 
safety and the safety of my wife and children. 
Agreeably to their advice, I obtained a permit 


! from Colonel Proctor to depart; myself and sev- 


eral others chartered a vessel for the purpose, and 
moved to Presque Isle; and after that I pursued 
my route to the States to settle my business, and 
returned to Pittsburg, and from there was making 
the best of my way to Detroit to find my family, 
who were daily exposed to the insults and dan- 
gers of the Indians. After I left Pittsburg, Į ar- 
rived at the Miami rapids. I there, unexpect- 
edly, fell in with a part of General Winchester's 
army, the other part had advanced to F'rench- 
town. I continued on from Miami rapids to 
Frenchtown, where I had a brother living, and 
put up with him, anxious to reach my family be- 
fore the army arrived, lest the Indians might sus- 
pect I was with it, and massacre my family for 
retaliation; however, the next day an engage- 
ment took place between General Winchester and 
Colonel Proctor's forces, about two miles from 
where I was, in which the former had to retreat, 
and passed by where I was. The Indians finding 
me at that place, took me and carried me to 
Colonel Proctor, who said I had broken my pa- 
role, and ordered me to be immediately forwarded 
to Fort George, without any examination. fre- 
mained a few days at Fort George, where I ob- 
tained a certificate from General Winchester, 
showing that I had nothing to do with the army; 
I was then forwarded to Montreal, and then ex- 
amined before the police, and committed as a 
prisoner of war; shortly after that, I had as- 
surances of being sent home as soon as the roads 
would admit, but instead of that I was forwarded 
to this place, aud confined as a prisoner having 
broken his parole, which I am now ready to show, 
by General Winchester and his officers, that I 
was no way concerned with the movements of 
General Winchester's army, directly or indi- 
rectly. An investigation of this affair would be 
highly gratifying to your obedient servant, 


WHITMORE KNAGGS. 
Colonel GARDNER. 
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Extract of a letter from Colonel Barclay to the Com- 

-v . missary General of Prisoners, dated 

8 i HanLEM, January 8, 1814. 

I enclose you an extract of a letter from Cap- 
tain Chambers, of the forty-first regiment, dated 
Chilicothe, 27th November, 1813, and beg you 
willbe pleased to give the necessary orders that 
Mr. Thomas A. Clark, Indian interpreter, with 
the rank of a subaltern in the British service, 
now a prisoner in the jail at Chilicothe, either 
receives the three shillings sterling per day, the 
allowance for officers, or is supplied with such 
food as comports with his rank as an officer. 


Extract of a letter from the Commissary General of 
" Prisoners to Colonel Thomas Barclay, dated 

JANUARY 22, 1814. 
Mr. Thomas A. Clark, whom you mention, is 
confined at Chilicothe in retaliation for a Mr. 
Whitmore Knaggs, an American citizen, confined 
in jail in Quebec, where Colonel Gardner saw 
him in his jail, on common prisoner’s fare, on the 
15th October. Mr. Knaggs is a man of property 
and respectability ; he was an inhabitant of, and 
captain of the local militia at, Detroit; was in- 
cluded in the capitulation of that place, and 
romised protection in person and property ; the 
ndians were, however, permitted to plunder his 
house of money and effects to a large amount, 
and constantly threatened to assassinate him ; 
under these circumstances he obtained permis- 
sion from General Proctor to go within our lines, 
whieh he did in a vessel, with others, to Penn- 
sylvania,leaving his family. After some months, 
was retarning to his family at Detroit, when he 
was seized by the Indians and carried to General 
Proctor, who confined him on suspicion of be- 
longing to General Winchester’s army, who were 
engaged about the time and near the place Mr. 
Knaggs was met on his way to Detroit. He was 
first sent to Fort George, where he obtained a 
certificate from General Winchester that he was 
in no way attached to his army. Mr. Knaggs is 
kept in the common jail, and, as I understand, on 
ordinary prisoner's rations. [ wrote directly that 
Mr. Clark be treated in the same way, but that 
his subsistence be abundant and of the better 
kind, and his situation shall be ameliorated the 
moment you will ioform me, from an authentic 
source, that Mr. Knaggs has been; in other 
words, it is intended that he shall receive, in 
everything, the treatment Mr. Knaggs receives, 
and I shall be extremely glad that, on a change 
in this, I may be enabled to make that of Mr. 

Clark entirely comfortable. 
L. 
Captain Jones to the Hon. Paul Hamilton, Secretary 
of the Navy. 

New York, November 24, 1812. 
Sin: I have the honor to inform you of my 
arrival here to-day with the surviving officers 
and crew of the Wasp, excepting the boatswain, 
boatswain's mate, eight men, and two boys, who 
were detained as British subjects, and are now 

confined on board the prison ship at Bermuda. 


Mr. MeLeod has been eight or ten years in 
our service, has a boatswain’s warrant, married 
in Virginia, and has there a wife and children. 
I do not know where those men may have been 
born, but the most, if not all, have protections ; 
and, from their having detained two others, who 
Mr. Rodgers and myself knew to be native citi- 
zens, who were afterwards dismissed upon my 
observing that I knew them to be such, I think 
it probable that many of the others are natives 
of the United States. JACOB JONES. 

Hon. PauL HAMILTON. . 


Captain Beresford to Admiral Warren. 


His Masesty’s SurP POICTIERS, 
. February 15, 1813. 

Sır: In reply to the letter I had the honor to 
receive from you yesterday, I have the honor to 
inform you that the men I thought it my duty to 
detain, until your pleasure was known, are, in 
my opinion, British subjects. The boatswain, 
Mr. MeLeod, told me he was born in Scotland, 
but that, having taken the American oath of al- 
legiance, and being married in Philadelphia, he 
considered himself an American subject; the 
other men, in my opinion, are English, Scotch, 
or Irish. I told the officers of the Wasp my sus- 
picions, and that, consequently, it was my inten- 
tion to detain them, but that, if the captain or 
any other officer could identify any of them as 
Americans, I would instantly send them on board 
the cartel that was then going to New York 
with the officers and crew of the Wasp. 

This they were unable to do, and I, therefore, 
sent them on board the Ruby to await your plea- 
sure, being perfectly convinced, within my own 
breast, that they were British subjects, although 
Lam certainly without documents to prove the 
faet. Ihavethe honor to be, &c. 

J. P. BERESFORD. 

Sir J. B. Warren, K. B. Admiral, §c. 


Captain Jones to the Secretary of the Navy. 


MACEDONIAN, New Lonpon, 
September 15, 1813. 

Sır: The enclosed is from one of the twelve 
of the erew of the Wasp, who were detained 
after her capture by Captain Beresford on the 
supposition of their being British subjects. . 

The case of Mr. MeLeod, the boatswain, is 
peculiarly hard. He was in the service during 
the war with Tripoli, and has continued so ever 
since; he has been for several years married to 
a discreet woman in Virginia, the daughter of a 
person living about nine miles from Norfolk, 
and has, or had when he left home, two or three 
children. 

The persons detained were Mr. McLeod, boat- 
swain, the writer of the enclosed, alias John 
Goldth wait, J. Stevens, boatswain’s mate, George 
M. D. Read, Thomas Phillips, John Rose, a boy, 
Dennis Dougherty, marine, William Mitchell, 
Peter Barrow, and John Brooks, boy. 

Respectfully, yours, J. JONES. 

Hon. WILLIAM JONES. 
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[Enclosed in the preceding.] 
Mr. Goulthrite to Captain Jones. 


MzuviLLE Prison, HALIFAX, 
August 16, 1813. 


Sir: We take the liberty of writing to you to 
inform: you that, on the 18th of June, we were 
sent out of the Goree prison ship, at Bermuda, 

oñ board the Dragon 74 for Halifax, where we 
` arrived after a favorable passage of ten days, and 
we are sorry to inform you that we are almost 
naked for want of clothes, having nothing ex- 
cept one shirt and trowsers, and as there is no 
more prospect of getting clear than there was 
when we were first taken prisoners, we humbly 
entreat you that you will send us some relief, as 

we have applied several times to Mr. Mitchell 
‘for some clothes, and we cannot get any; so, 


,- Without you relieve us, we shall perish for want 


-of clothes here in Winter, as it is very severe. 
We remain your most obedient and humble 


servants, 
"i ee J. GOULTHRITE, and others. 
Captain Jones, 
U.S. frigate Macedonian. 
P. S. We are sorry to inform you that three 
died at Bermuda, viz: Peter Barrow, John Rose, 
and John Stephens. 


Extract of a letter from the Commissary General of 
"Prisoners to Colonel Thomas Barclay, dated 
"P Novemser 23, 1813. 

But, sir, these are not the only cases in which 
it is plainly shown how the conduct of your of- 
ficers in seizing and separating our captured men 
from the ordinary state of prisoners, and sub- 
jecting them to long and painful confinement, 
has stood self-condemned on their own assumed 
ground. I will instance, among many that might 
be cited, the cases of five, at least, of the six men 
of the crew of the Nautilus, the six men of the 
crew of the privateer Sarah Ann, thus taken, 
long held, and finally discharged ; and the twelve 
men of the crew of the Wasp, taken and held in 
like manner, three of whom have fallen a saeri- 
fice to, and during, severe confinement, and the 
remaining nine, as you have informed me, are at 
length restored to the ordinary state of prisoners 
in Halifax for exchange. In this last instance, I 
refer you, sir, to the letter from Commodore Ber- 
esford to Admiral Warren, of which I furnished 
you a copy, and in which he states explicitly 
that he had designated and detained them merely 
on suspicion, and because our officers could not, 
of their own knowledge, declare that they were 
native born Americans. 


Extract of a letter from Colonel Thomas Barclay to 
the Commissary General of Prisoners, dated 
SEPTEMBER 7, 1813. 
His Majesty’s schooner Dominica, lately cap- 
tured by an American privateer after a sangui- 
nary confliet, has been carried into Charleston, 
South Carolina. At the time the letter to me 
announcing her arrival was written, the marshal 


‘had not admitted the officers, midshipmen, and 
master's mates, &c., to their parole. Iam also 
informed there are some masters of British armed 
vessels detained on board the prison-ship to whom 
the indulgence of parole has been refused. 

Whether this is correct I do not take upon me 
to say ; but you will do me a favor by ordering 
the marshal at Charleston to extend the indul- 
gence of paroles to sueh characters as you think 
proper, and acquaint me with the extent to 
which you limit them. 

I beg leave, also, to request you will send the 
necessary orders to the marshal to furnish the 
British prisoners with comfortable bedding, and 
the necessary utensils for cooking, &c., as the 
men of the Dominica were stripped of every- 
thing by the crew of the American privateer, 
who, in every other instauce, I am informed, 
behaved with a barbarity not practised by civil- 
ized nations. I do not mention this to you by 
way of complaint, because my Government will 
take the necessary measures, if the information 
is correct, but to afford the American Govern- 
ment an opportunity of investigating the facts, 
and correcting future acts of barbarity which 
dishonor human nature. Thecrew of the Amer- 
ican privateer, it is said, were principally blacks 
and men of color. 


Extract of a letter from the Commissary General of 
Prisoners to Colonel Thomas Barclay, dated 


OcTozzR 5, 1813. 


I have written to the Marshal of South Caro- 
lina on the subject of your letter of the 7th of 
September, and can assure you that everything 
shall be done there that is requisite to make your 
prisoners comfortable. As to paroles at that 
depot, I have no particular information; I have 
required it, and it shall be, when received, com- 
municated. The practive has been, heretofore, 
to parole all midshipmen and commissioned of- 
ficers of men of war, and all master's mates and 
lieutenants of private armed ships and merchant- 
men, which I am entirely disposed to continue, if 
the practice on your side will permit me to do 
so. I understand that your Government paroles 
neither mates nor lieutenants, or at most not 
lower than the first mate, and no master of a pri- 
vateer under fourteen guns. I request early in- 
formation from you on this subject, to enable me 
E determine on the course proper to be taken 

ere. 

You state that you are informed that the men 
of the late British schooner Dominica were 
stripped of everything by the crew of the cap- 
turing American privateer, and, in every instance, 
treated with a barbarity not practised by civi- 
lized nations, and which dishonor human nature. 
I regret to hear that any of our masters of pri- 
vateers, who have heretofore been as remarkable 
for their generosity and kindness to prisoners 
when subdued, as they have been for their skill 
and bravery in battle, should be accused of such 
unpardonable acts. The facts shall be inquired 
into, and, if they exist, as you suppose they do, 
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‘on may be assured they will not pass unnoticed 
by a Government whose constant effort has been 
to invite by example its enemy to conduct the 
war in all its branches in the most humane pos- 
sible manner. Without, at this time, assenting 
to or denying the facts you suppose to exist, I 
will remind you that it is said to be difficult to 
restrain the conquering crew, on a vessel carried 
by boarding, from acts of cruelty and of pillage ; 
and I trust the same laudable spirit which has 
excited your feelings on this occasion will cause 
you to inguire into the conduct of the crew of 
your frigate Shannon, (when the Chesapeake 
was carried in that way,) and, above all, will 
have induced you to have become possessed of, 
and to have reported to the proper authorities, 
the facts attending the Anglo-Indian warfare on 
the Canada lines; since, surely, if any excesses 
in this life can be most properly termed “ barbar- 
ities which dishonor human nature,” they must 
be those exhibited on the late occasions on the 
iver Raisin, Brownstown, and elsewhere, when 
‘the Indians, in British pay, fighting by the side 
of British troops, end afterwards thanked in gen- 
‘eral orders by British officers, were permitted to 
murder by piecemeal,.to hack, to mangle, and to 
torture unto slow death, and to burn alive, Amer- 
ican citizens, their prisoners; and, as if to fill 
the measure of savage enormity, to expose the 
bodies of these wretched sufferers to be devoured 
on the surface by every passing vermin. 

These things, sir, have been repeatedly done in 
the face of the world, and are not to be contra- 
dicted. It is to be hoped that you will afford the 
British Government an opportunity of investi- 
gating the facts, and of correcting acts, to the 
description of which, in adequate terms, no lan- 
guage used by civilized man is equal. 


Extract of a letter from the Commissary General of 
Prisoners to Morton A. Waring, Esq., Marshal of 
South Carolina, dated 

OcTozzR 5, 1813. 


Isend extracts of a late letter from Colonel 
Barclay, and of my reply. Respecting paroles 
you will give me early information, and I request 
that you will make particular inquiry as to the 
conduct of the officers and crew of the Decatur 
on the charge brought against them, from such 
sources as can be depended on, and give me the 
‘most authentic information. you can obtain, as 
also a list of the crew when she returned into 

ort, also descriptive of the persons composing 
1t, which may be readily had of the colleetor. 


Extract of a letter from Morton A. Waring, Marshal 
-of South Carolina, to the Commissary General of 
Prisoners, dated 
October 16, 1813. 


I hasten to reply, partially, to your letter of the 
Sth instant, which has this moment come to hand, 
accompanied by extracts, &c., therein referred to. 


worthy of them. I confess, in consequence of 
several breaches of paroles by captains of mer- 
chantmen, I felt, cn the arrival of the Decatur, 
some hesitation in granting Captain Sinclair, 
master of a merchantman, a parole; but, as soon 
as I could receive the pledge of the British sub- 
agent here for his good conduct, I granted his 
parole. I have since paroled Captain Sinclair to 
Liverpool on the conditions prescribed by the 
cartel. The midshipmen taken in the Dominica 
were paroled as soon as possible after their arri- 
val here. Those officers who came under the 
character of non-combatants were immediately 
released. Without orders from your Department, 
I shall not, on any occasion, parole officers below 
the grade of captains of merchantmen, and shall 
be very circumspect towards them. ‘Therefore, 
sir, all that extract of Colonel Barélay’s letter to 
you, which speaks of the refusal of paroles, is not 
founded on fact. 


Extract of a letter from Morton A. Waring, Marshal 
of South Carolina, to the Commissary General of 
Prisoners, dated 

OcTonzR 26, 1813. 


A letter from Dr. Tidyman, a gentleman of re- 
spectable professional standing, who volunteered 
his services to the wounded on their arrival here, 
is enclosed. 

I have not been able to procure any certain 
information as to the characters of the persons 
who composed the crew of the Decatur; as near 
as I can come to the fact, she had about three- 
fourths white men on board. i 

Those officers who were heard to speak of the 
treatment which they received from the priva- 
teersmen, after their surrender, having gone 
from this place, I have been obliged to resort to 
the certificate of such gentlemen as questioned 
them on this point; which certificate I have for- 
warded to you. 


CnanLEsSTON, October 8, 1813. 


Dear Sir: In compliance with your request, 
I hasten with cheerfulness to state to you my 
opinion of your conduct towards the British pris- 
oners of war captured in the Dominica by the 
Decatur; and it is with peculiar pleasure I can 
candidly say that, during the short time I attend- 
ed the wounded, in company with Dr. Waring, I 
heard the prisoners express the most perfect sat- 
isfaction and gratitude at the humane treatment 
they received from yourself, and also from Cap- 
tain Pratt, acting under your instructions; and I 
must confess that, in every part of Europe which 
I have visited, I never saw better treatment shown 
towards prisoners of war than is now experienced 
by the British prisoners on board of the prison- 
ship under the immediate command of Captain 
Pratt. To the best of my knowledge their diet 
is not only wholesome, but very liberal. I have 
no hesitatioa further to state that the officers of 
the Dominica, with Captain Sinclair of the Brit- 
ish merchant ship London Trader, did receive 


-Respecting paroles, they have never been, in any [their paroles within a very few days after the ar- 
‘instance, denied to characters who were deemed | rival of the respective vessels in our harbor, 
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Your conduct has been, to the best of my obser- 
vation, such às to entitle you to thé good opinion 
of your fellow-citizens. You have acted in the 
sttict line of your duty, and, consequently, must 
merit the approbation of your Government. I 
am extremely sorry to find that you have been 
unjustly charged with denying paroles to British 
officers, and keeping them in confinement on 
board of the prison-ship. The character of an 
informer is always obnoxious; but when he de- 
scends to falsehoods, he then indeed ought to be 
treated as an outcast of society. With respect to 
your inquiry relative to what I know of the treat- 
ment which the British prisoners sustained on 
board of the Dominica and Decatur, 1 must beg 
leave to inform you that, as my only object in 
seeing those unfortunate men was to discharge 
the duties of mý profession towards them, I con- 
sidered it, therefore, indelicate to submit ques- 
tions which might unnecessarily give rise to any 
dnpléasant feelings or conversation on a subject 


myself unauthorized to seek into. When they 
-were delivered to Captain Pratt they all appeared 
to be well clothed, and many brought with them 
their baggage. With respect to myself, I have 
done no more than was consistent with the duty 
of a Christian, and it is one I shall always feel 
gratified in discharging towards prisoners of any 
nation. 
" With sentiments of respect, &c. 

E PHILIP TIDYMAN. 
A. Waring, Esq. 


MORTON 
> _ Marshal, Charleston. 


CHARLESTON, October 26, 1813. 


We hereby certify that, on the day subsequent 
to the: arrival of the American private armed 
schooner Decatur, Captain Dominique d'Iron, 
with her prize, the British armed schooner Do- 
minica, into this port, we, the undersigned, went 
on board the latter vessel, in company with sev- 
eral gentlemen, among others the honorable John 
Diaytou, Judge of the Admiralty ; and during our 
stay on board the said vessel we conversed with 

` some of the prisoners, by whom we were expli- 
eitly informed that they had been treated by the 
captors “like brothers.” It was remarked by 
them that there was considerable carnage and 
bloodslied, naturally consequent to the confusion 
` of boarding, but after possession of the prize had 
been taken by the captors, every kindness was 


afforded. . 
JAMES JEWEY, 
JOHN PRATT, 
J. B. WHITE. 


Orrice Comm’ry GEN'L op PRISONERS, 
Washington, August 27, 1813. 
Sir: [have the honor to transmit you copies 
of the following letters from Dr. Samuel Mc- 
Keelian; surgeon's mate, second regiment of the 
Ohio militia; to Major General Dearborn, of the 
24th of May last; two from the same person, one 


. that was foreign to my purpose, and which I felt . 


of the 6th of May and one of the 9th of May, to 
Lieutenant Dudley ; and one of the 12th of May, 
from George H. Rodgers, of the United States’ 
Army, to Lieutenant Dudley. 

You will perceive from the statement of Dr. 
McKeehan, if it iscorrect, and, from the respecta- 
bility of his character, there is too much reason 
to believe it, that outrages have been committed 
on his person, not to be justified. Ido not, how- 
ever, in requiring an explanation, rest this matter 
on the statement of the suffering person only: 
Lieutenant Dudley, of the United States! Navy, 
was at Montreal during his confinement, as you 
will remark by the letters addressed to him. That 
gentleman furnished me himself with the origi- 
nals of the two letters addressed to him by Dr. 
McKeehan, and of that from George H. Rodgers, 
and confirmed all that is stated by the Doctor to 
have happened, after his (the Lieutenant’s) ar- 
rival at Montreal, and assured me that the Doc- 
tor's treatment, previous to that time, was spoken 
of in Canada as a matter of notoriety, to be such 
as he has represented it. 

I request, sir, that you will be pleased to in- 
quire into the facts, and the causes alleged for 
treatment so inhuman to a man sent by the proper 
authority, under the sacred protection of a fla, 
of truce, to ad minister kindly offices and medica 
aid to our wounded prisoners, and also into the 
facts of the severe confinement and cruel usage 
alleged to have been used towards the fourteen 
American prisoners at Montreal, named by Dr. 
MeKeehan. - 

I shall refrain, sir, from pointing out what may 
be thought the proper atonement to be made on 
the cases described, until your explanation is 
received. J have the honor to be, &c. i 

J. MASON. 

Col. Tuos. BancLay, &c. 


MONTREAL Prison, May 6, 1813. 


Sin: T am an unfortunate American who was 
taken by the Indians on my way to Malden, with 
a flag of truce from General Harrison, on the 
night of the 31st of January, and after a variety, 
of indignities, too tedious to mention, I was 
brought here and put into the dungeon for thirty- 
three days, and have been up on the centre floor 
a week. I wish to see you, If possible, and have 
your advice, &c. In haste, yours, &c. 

SAMUEL McKEEHAN, 
Surgeons Mate, Ohio Militia. 


Lieutenant DUDLEY. 


MonTnEAL Prison, May 9,1813... 

Sin : Yesterday Sir George's aid cameand in- 
formed me that the nature of my confinement 
had been contrary to his orders, and Colonel 
Lethbridge was required to restore my liberty. I 


was also informed that you and myself would 


probably, in a few days, be sent to the United 
States. Colonel Lethbridge told me he would 
send for me at three o'clock and take my parole. 
In less than an hour Major Shackleton called, 
and said the Governor, after more mature consid- 
eration, had concluded he could not let me have 
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my liberty until he would hear from General 
Proctor. 

| Tiwo or three days after my imprisonment, Ma- 
jor Shackleton told me that General Proctor had 
promised, with the next despatches, to send on 
all the papers relating to my case, and that then 
I would have a hearing. 

So you may see punishment by torture is not 
yet abolished. If they had drove a dagger through 
my heart my punishment would have been much 
less, and their compassion much greater. 

Yours, &c. 
SAMUEL McKEEHAN. 

Major Shackleton also told me that Colonel 
Baynes was unauthorized to tell me what he did. 

i McK. 

Lieutenant DupLey. 

Monrreau Jaw, May 12, 1813. 
- Sır: Iam requested by Dr. McKeehan to in- 
form you of his present unpleasant situation. He 


is at this time so unwell us to be confined to his 
bed,and has no chance of getting anything to 
make him comfortable. No person attends here 
to examine our situation, neither have we a 
chance to send out after any necessaries that we 


want. 


I am confident the Doctor's case requires some 
very speedy aid, particularly as it respects his 


confined situation, lodging, &c. 
Yours, respecifully, 
GEORGE H. RODGERS, 
United States’ Army. 
Lieutenant DupLEv. 
Niacara Corres House, 
May 24, 1813. 
Str: Without introduction or apology, I beg 
leave to state to your Excellency that, on the 31st 
of January last, Í was ordered by General Harri- 


son to proceed to the river Raisin with a flag of 


truce. I was required in my instructions, if I 
met no British officer at that place, to proceed to 
Malden, if too great danger did not appear from 
the savages. The same evening, thirty-three 
miles from the river Raisin, the Indians fired 
upon us and killed Mr. Lamont, one of my attend- 
ants, wounded myself in the foot, then conveyed 
me to Captain Elliott, who took me to the river 
Raisin, and from thence sent me to General Proc- 
tor at headquarters in Sandwich, who swore, by 
God, that the flag and papers which I gave him 
were only a pretence tocover a dishonorable ser- 
vice. J rebutted his insinuations as moderately 
as my indignant feelings would permit. General 
Proctor made several observations on General 
Harrison’s ability as a commander; said he was 
used to fight Indians, but not British troops, &c. 
He kept my instructions; did not even inform 
the senior officer, Ensign Baker, of the American 
prisoners, that he had a letter for him. I was 
ordered to a tavern, under the care of a French 
sergeant. I waited until the 4th of February 
before I wrote to General Proctor, demanding in 
what character I was considered, how long I 
would be detained, and-the cause of my de- 
tention. . 


The next day the General's Aid informed me 
I was recognised as surgeon’s mate, and would 
attend with Dr. Brown on the American wound. 


ed prisoners, On the 12th I received a letter from 


General Proctor, in answer to one I had written 

to him on the day before, of which the following 

isa copy: i 
SanpwicH, February 12, 1813. 


Sin: In answer to your letter of the 11th in- 
stant, J am directed by Colonel Proctor, com- 
manding, to observe that you were sent in for the 
purpose of attending on the sick and wounded of 
General Winchester’s army, for which purpose 
you are now detained, and beg leave further to 
observe that, in the execution of your duty, you 
will render a most important service to your 
country. I have the honor to be, &c. . 

A. W. McLEAN, A. D. C. 


I continued to attend the wounded until the 
2d of March, when A. D. C. MeLean informed 
me that I was accused of carrying on a private 
correspondence, and that he was ordered to take 
me into custody, and secure my papers, whieh 
was accordingly done in the most uncivil man- 
ner. On the 7th of March I was taken by a 
guard to Fort George, without trial or hearing, 
although I had written to General Proctor re- 
peatedly, requesting an investigation, to which I 
received no answer of any kind. From Fort 
George I was sent to Montreal, 
night and day, although thinly clothed, having 
been robbed and stripped by the Indians, and the 
weather very cold. On my arrival at Montreal, 
I was, without being asked any questions, or per- 
mitted to ask any myself, put into a dungeon 
eight or ten feet below the surface of the ground, 
in dark and solitary confinement, and there 
kept thirty-three days, after which I was put up 
with the American prisoners. A few days after 
my elevation, Lieutenant Dudley became ac- 
quainted with my situation, and made such rep- 
resentations to Governor Prevost as induced his 
Excellency to send his Aid, Colonel Baynes, who 
said he was directed by the Governor to inform 
me that the outrage which had been committed 
on my person was contrary to his orders, an 
told Colonel Lethbridge to take my parole and 
liberate me immediately. The Colonel, not hav- 
ing materials for writing at hand, said he wou d 
send for me at three o'clock. In less than an 
hour the Town Major came, and informed me 
that the Governor, on more mature consideration, 
thought he could not liberate me until he got 
despatches from General Proctor. On the 17th 
of May, eight or ten days after, I was taken from 
prison, and, in company with Lieutenant Dud- 
ley, sent to the United States, I may here ob- 
serve that the apartment in which I was confined 
did not contain either chair, bench, or stool, or 
bedding, whatever, for the space of two weeks. 
Fresh beef was furnished, but no salt. l was 
denied pen, ink, and paper, and treated uniformly 
with the utmost contempt by the sergeant, whom 
I had the honor of seeing once every $ 
few minutes. By the request of fourteen Ameri- 
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can prisoners, now.in Montreal jail, whose names 
are hereunto annexed, I beg leave to state to your 
Excellency that they are kept in close confine- 
ment, sometimes half a day without water, and 
frequently two or three days without wood to 
cook with; and when they complained, the jail- 
er's curses were freely lavished upon them. They 
have not the privilege of procuring some little 
necessaries, which the benevolence of some hu- 
mane persons enabled them to do, by giving them 
a little money. Sir George Prevost has told them 
that their confinement is owing to the bad faith 
of their own Government, &c. 

I would have stated to your Excellency the 
knowledge I had, through a report of others, of 
the outrages and cruelties exercised on the Amer- 
ican prisoners taken at General Winchester’s de- 
feat, but must refer your Excellency to Mr. Ru- 
land, who had acommand in the Michigan mili- 
tia last Summer, and who was, after having been 
dispossessed of all his property, sent to Fort 
George with me; who, no doubt, had many op- 
portunities of: hearing such things triumphantly 
spoken of among British officers and subjects. 

I have the honor to be, your Excellency's most 
humble and obedient servant, 


SAMUEL McKEEHAN, 
Surgeon’s Mate 2d reg’t Ohio militia. 


"Major Gen. DEARBORN. 


List of persons in the Montreal jail.—George 
H. Rodgers, U. S. Army, William Hollenback, 
Seth Barns, Gains Hooker, Philaster Jones, Dan- 
ny Jones, Jared Witherall, Major Watson, Alex- 
ander McGregor, Lewis Minor, John Campbell, 
Zebina. Konkey, Pliny Konkey, and David 
Johnson. 


Colonel Thomas Barclay to General Mason. 


HanLeM, August 30, 1813. 


Sin: In reply to my letter of the 27th current, 
respecting Mr. Samuel McKeehan, Surgeon's 
Mate in the Ohio militia, and fourteen American 
eee at Montreal, mentioned by him, I beg 

eave to assure you that no exertions on my part 
shall be omitted to obtain an early and satisfac- 
tory elucidation of the treatment stated to have 
been received by Mr. McKeehan, and which he 
represents the fourteen other prisoners at Montreal 
experienced. By the next post I shall take the 
liberty to transmit to you a despatch to his Ex- 
cellency Sir George Prevost on the subject, with 
copies of your letter, and the documents enclosed 
therewith, which I request you will be pleased to 
have forwarded to Canada by a flag of truce. 

I confidently hope a satisfactory explanation 
will be returned: whatever else may be consid- 
ered as exceptionable traits in the characters of 
the individuals composing the nation to which I 
belong, inhumanity towards prisoners has, I sus- 
pect, never before been attributed. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

THOMAS BARCLAY. 


General Mason. 


General Mason to Colonel Thomas Barclay. 
HARLEM, August 17, 1813. 


Sir: The enclosed is a copy of a letter to Mr. 
Moore, sub-agent for British prisoners at Sche- 
nectady, from Joseph Edwards and Doctor I. 
Muirhead, two of His Majesty's justices of the 
peace for the district of Niagara, who, it appears, 
were paroled on or before the 14th of June last, 
by the American General commanding at Fort 
George, but have since been made prisoners, and 
marched to Albany, without having (as they 
state) committed any offence, and no cause as- 
signed for this treatment. 

If their statement is correct, which, from the 
respectability of their characters, is most proba- 
ble, the treatment they have received is a gross 
violation of the cartel of the 12th of May. 

I request you will be pleased to take immedi- 
ate measures to ascertain the facts, and if the 
merits turn out, as I hope they will, in favor of 
these gentlemen, that you will order them to be 
released, reimburse their expenses from Niagara 
to Albany, pay three shillings sterling per day for 
subsistence while in Albany, (to which their rank 
entitles them,) the necessary allowance for their 
expenses back to Niagara, and furnish them with 
passports to return thither. 

But should the result of your inquiries prove 
that these gentlemen have acted improperly or 
imprudently, I request you will possess me wit 
the particulars. I have the honor to be, &e. 

THOMAS BARCLAY. 

General Joan Mason, &c. 


General Mason to Colonel Barclay. 


Orrice Comm’ry Gen’. or PRISONERS, 
Wasuineton, August 23, 1813. 
Sir: I have received your letter of the 17th in- 
stant, and have written this day to the deputy 
marshal at Pittsfield, to make the necessary in- 
quiries there, and at Albany, as to the case of 
Joseph Edwards and I. Muirhead, whose own 
account of their treatment you have transmitted. 
I can only assure you, sir, that if anything incor- 
rect has been done towards these persons, an im- 
mediate and proper course shall be taken; atany 
rate, you shall be informed of the result of my 
inquiries. 
In the meantime I shall refrain from entering 
into a discussion of the merits of the case as sup- 
posed by you. I have the honor to be, &c. 
J. MASON. 


Col. Tuomas BARCLAY, &c. 


Extract of a letter from the Commissary General of 
Prisoners to Colonel Robert Gardner, United States" 
agent for prisoners near Quebec. 


OcTonzn 23, 1813. 


Information has been received at this office, 
that Doctor William MeDowell Scott, late Mar- 
shal of the United States at Detroit, seized by 
the British officer commanding at that place, du- 
ring last Summer, and sent to Quebec, was, and 
is still, elosely eonfined there; and that Doctor 
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James W. Wood, of Plattsburg, Champlain, and 
Innis B. Palmer, of Schlosser, respectable private 
citizens, have been seized by the same authority, 
and confined at the same place. 
You are requested to inquire of the proper au- 
thority into the circumstances of these cases, and 
if you find them to exist in the manner I suppose 
them to be, to remonstrate, respectfully, but 
strongly, against the confinement and detention 
of these gentlemen, and that you will use your 
efforts to have them liberated and sent back to 
their country, with the prisoners about to be re- 
leased. You will be pleased to report, in any 
event, particularly to me, the circumstances of 
each case, the manner of confinement and treat- 
ment, and the alleged cause. 


General Mason to Thomas Barclay. 


.. , Orrics Comm’ry Gen’. or Prisoners, 
des WASHINGTON, December 27, 1813. 

.: Sinz Under cover with this, I have the honor 
to: transmit you copies of letters and enclosures 
xeceived from Colonel Gardner, American agent 
for prisoners of war in Canada, received a few 
days ago by Colonel Boerstler, a list of which is 
annexed. 

By these you will perceive the manner in which 
that gentleman is restricted ; how different the 
treatment towards him from that observed to- 
wards the British agents similarly situated in this 
country. In short, that he is so tied up, that it is 
impossible that his functions can be performed in 
such a way as to be of the utility intended toward 
our prisoners, by the letter and spirit of the 
arrangement on this subject between the two 
nations. 

I beg. to call your particular attention to the 
letters which passed between Colonel Gardner 
and Captain Kemp, your agent for prisoners rel- 
ative to rations. You will observe, sir, that as 
late as the 31st of October, my last communiea- 
tion, the allowance stipulated by the cartel had 
not been furnished our prisoners. I have to re- 
quest, sir, that you will make immediate inter- 
ference on this occasion, and cause a full allow- 
ance to be made them. Our soldiers will feel 
keenly the difference between half a pound of 
bread and half a pound of meat. Yours have 
constantly had it since the establishment of the 
cartel, and, before that, even more; an early in- 
quiry ori thissubject is the more necessary on your 
part, because, from the hesitation of your officers, 
it does not appear that they mean to alter the sys- 
tem on the remonstrance of Colonel Gardner ; 
and because, as your commanders had refused to 
receive an agent in Canada, until the latter part 
of last Sumrner, we had no means of ascertaining 
what was the subsistence allowed by your officers 
in that quarter to our prisoners, until the arrival 
of Colonel Gardner; remonstrance from this 
office has been much later than it otherwise would 
have been. 

You will remark, sir, by the communication of 
General Glasgow, of the 15th of October, to Col- 
orel Gardner, that his letters are all inspected be- 


fore they are permitted to come away, and by 
Colonel Gardner's letter to me of the 19th of Ow: 
tober, that all letters, even from this office to Hing. 
will be opened. etd 
I am instrueted, sir, to request you, in future, tó 
send all your letters for Canada unsealed through 
this office, and to inform you that all letters fron 
that quarter to you must be inspected. ot 
I have the honor to be, &c. : 
J. MASON, © 

Col. Tuomas BARCLAY, &c. s 


Extract of a letter from Colonel Thomas Gardner, 
United States’ agent for prisoners in Canada, to the 
Commissary General of Prisoners. 

Beauror?, October 15, 1813, 
I have this day visited the prison at Quebec, 
accompanied by Colonel Perry, who has a par: 
ticular cammand in the city, which includes thé 
prison. Thirteen persons were shown me whọ 
were said to be Americans; on inquiry I find, 
that Doctor Scott and a Mr. Knaggs are Amer 


ican citizens; copies of the statements of theit |— 


several cases I have the honor to enclose, having 
also enclosed in a letter to Sir George Prevost 
(copy of which is herewith) duplicates of the 
abovestatements. A Mr. John Gilbert anda black 
man of the name of Jonesare also American‘ cit- 
izens; they had previously given to Colonel Perry 
a statement of their cases, and he for warded them 
to Sir George Prevost; they promise to give nie 
copies, and, when I have them, I shall do what 
can in their behalf; they were residents in Canadá 
before the war, the others have been long resi 
dents in Canada, and most of them under tlie outh 
of allegiance to the British Government; one of 
them (a Roswell Johnson) went from Charry, 
within the British lines, to shun a militia draught. 
The situation of these men are as comfortable as 
prisoners in jail ean expect to be; and they say 
that since Colonel Perry has had the command 
of the place it is much bettered. There is also 
on board one of the prison-ships an American 
citizen of the name of Stephen Richards, whom 
I think detained contrary to the spirit of the car- 
tel. Ihave senta copy of his statement to Sir 
George Prevost; I eucloas you another. 


[Enclosed in the preceding letter.] 
Mr. William H. Scott to Colonel Gardner. 


Qurzec Prison, October 8, 1813. _ 

Sır: I beg leave to make a candid statement 
of my situation. I came into the United States 
early in 1796,a young man. I resided several 
years there, and at length regularly became & 
citizen, and held some respectable appointments. 
In this situation I was surrendered by General. 
Hull to General Brock, in August, 1812, when 
we were to be protected in persons and property, 
and the militia of the country to remain peace 
ably at home as if nothing had occurred. Shortly 
after this, I was stripped of all my personal pro: 
perty to upwards of five hundred dollars. Í re- 
mained quietly at home, and in the Fall had per 
mission from General Proctor to depart in a ves 
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sel, but the season was late and the vessel leaky, 
so that-we had to return. In this manner I re- 
‘mained until the month of February last, when, 
with a number of Americans, I was ordered to 
quit the territory for the State of New York, by 
the way of Fort George, and furnished with a 
"regular passport as a citizen to behave as be- 
cometh. We travelled this distance at our own 
expense, and withoutany guard.. While remain- 
ing at Fort George I was examined before his 
Excellency Sir George Prevost, who declared 
that I was to be considered in no other light than 


over there. It was not deemed expedient to cross 
over any more at that place. Colonel Brush had 
permission to return to his family, or to go to 
Kingston, and he crossed over there, which he 
did two or three days afterwards. While wait- 
ing for liberty to cross over I was warned to hold 
myself in readiness to proceed to Kingston; I was 
taken charge of as a prisoner by the sergeants 
and conducted to Kingston from one jail, guard- 
house, or cell, to another, and from thence to 
Montreal, where I was examined by the police 
and committed as a prisoner of war; received in- 
formation I should be crossed over the line from 
the police office in the course of a week, and just 
at that “time I was forwarded to this city, and I 
am now confined as a British subject having an 
"intention of joining Harrison's army, although I 
‘had never been examined. Since, and all Winter, 
if-I:had been-so disposed, could have rode to the 
army in.three hours’ time, as it was not thirty 
| "miles distant from my farm. 1 have applied to 
; the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court to inves- 
tigate the case, but without success as yet. IfIam 
a British subject, I have done nothing to merit im- 
prisonment; if an American citizen, I am illegally 
confined and detained in prison in this man- 
mer. The contractor’s agent at Malden purchased 
cattle of mine for which I have not been paid, 
exclusive of others taken for immediate consump- 
tion, and to be paid for. Also, for the use of my 
horses for expresses and fatigue; and in addi- 
tion my horses and sleigh, which I had to leave 
about twenty miles back of Fort George, when I 
was. made a prisoner. Allthese things I have 
suffered without any actor deed, on my part, that 
T know of, to merit this punishment; and, to 
crown all, thrown into the common prison, among 
felons, convicts, and negroes, and sometimes de- 
prived of the common field rations, far from my 
family and friends, or the means of assistance and 
relief, 

I hope my case, sir, being taken into consider- 
‘ation, I may be honorably released, and suffered 
to depart in search of my afflicted wife and dis- 
tressed family. I have the honor to remain, &c. 

WILLIAM H. SCOTT. 

To Colonel GARDNER. 


Mr. Stephen Richards to Colonel Gardner. 


On goard H. M. sui Lorn CATHCART, 
QuerEc, October 14, 1813. 
Honore» Sir: I resided in Upper Canada at 
the commencement of the present war, and, re- 
13th Con. 2d SEss.—70 


the others of Brush’s militia who were all crossed | 


mR Rt LL desi M 


fusing to take up arms against my country, I left 
this country under the, proclamation of General 
Sheaf, in Upper Canada, turning myself and 
family out of doors and home to seek another in 
the United States. 

I need not inform you of my feelings on this 
turn of fortune, which always attend the ravages 
of war. But my greatest care was for my family, 
which I considered myself the author of tearing 
them from their relatives and friends, in remov- 
ing them toa place they were strangers to. We 
had lived about six months in this situation, when 
my wife grew very uneasy to go back to Canada 
to pay her father’s family a visit, which brought 
an illness on her on this account. Ithought it 
my duty to do what I could for her, and it termi- 
nated in making myself a prisoner for six weeks 
to this day. The way it took place was, that I 
came to Morristown, opposite to Brockville, where 
I was taken, and inquired if there was an officer 
of the army whereby I might procure a flag; but 
was informe. there was none. They informed 
me that they had crossed with a flag, although 
not regular, and had always permission to return ; 
and, under this impression, Í crossed with my 
wife ; there was a major of the militia who came 
down to receive me, and told me he had no orders 
to let me land; I told him I would return; but 
some of my wife's friends desired.the major to 
let her stay until her brother (who lived near by) 
could come down and see her; he then told me 
that I might come alongside the wharf; from 
thence he informed me that I could go up as far 
as a tavern, where [ was immediately put under 
guard as a prisoner, and have been sent on as a 
prisoner of war as far as this place. Thus, hon- 
ored sir, if you'think my situation is worthy of 
your notice to procure me a discharge, your goad- 
ness shall never be eradicated from my memory. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

STEPHEN RICHARDS, 
Citizen of the United States. 
Colonel Garpner, Agent. 


Doctor Wood to Colonel Gardner. 


Beaurort, Oct. 18, 1813. 

Sin: I take the liberty of troubling you fora 
moment, and have only to state that Iam detained 
a prisoner in Beaufort by the British Govern- 
ment, and solicit your assistance in procuring my 
release. 

Iam a resident of the town of Champlain, in the 
State of New York, and have resided within one 
and a half miles of the line of separation between 
the two Governments for anumber of years, I 
was taken a prisoner by the British troops on 
their-expedition to Platisburg, on the 30th July 
last, and have been detained ever since; of which, 
sir, [think 1 have just cause to complain, as I was 
promised by Colonel Murray, who commanded 
the troops, and Captain Everard, whocommanded 
the navy, that I should not be detained any longer 
than until their return from Plattsburg, of which 
I can produce satisfactory testimony ; and further, 
that those officers pledged themselves and their 
Government by their proclamation, the purport 
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‘of which was, that if the American citizens would 
‘not oppose them with force and arms on their 
‘Plattsburg expedition, they, nor their property, 
should not be molested; which condition was 
strictly adhered to by the American people. 

His Excellency, the Governor of the Provinces, 
Sir George Prevost, issued a proclamation the 4th 
of September last, disavowing the principle and 
act of imprisoning civilians, and he cannot pre- 
tend that I was taken in retaliation for civilians 
taken in Canada; for in his proclamation, dated 
more than one month after I was taken, he disa- 
vows of ever having retaliated, but speaks in the 
future tense, that he will retaliate hereafter in case 
the Americans persist in the same unlawful prac- 
tice of seizing and detaining civilians belonging 
to the British Government. 

Iam the only prisoner, taken on or near our fron- 
tier, who was not doing military duty, and I be- 
lieve that if Sir George Prevost is possessed of hu- 
manity; Lam sure he cannot help sympathizing 
"with the unfortunate; and he must be aware of 
the immense. sacrifices of being separated from a 
family in the way I have been; and, sir, if you 
will procure my discharge you will lay me under 
the greatest obligations. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 


JAMES WOOD. 
Colonel GARDNER, &c. 


"Robert Gardner, Esq., Agent for Prisoners,to His Ex- 
cellency Sir George Prevost. 


Beavrort, October, 1813. 


Sır: There are detained in Quebec jail two 
‘persons by the names of William H. Seott and 
Whitmore Knaggs; one on board the transport 
Lord Cathcart, by the name of Stephen Richards, 
and one other at Beaufort by the name of James 
‘Wood, who complain thatthey areim properly held 
and detained, the three former as prisoners of war, 
the latter as a hostage for a Mr. Dixon, taken at 
Fort George. Copies of the statements of their 
several cases, made by themselves, I have the 
honor to forward to your Excellency. 

Mr. Scott appears, by his statement, to have 
been once examined by you, and that according 
to what he conceived to be your opinion then con- 
cerning him, he was not a prisoner of war, and 
ought to have been returned. What new matter 
has been brought to light against him,and which 
is legal grounds for confining him now as a pris- 
oner of war, I cannot tell. 

Mr. Knaggs, if his statements are correct, is, as 
I conceive, improperly detained upon a slight 
suspicion excited against him without much cause, 
and which, he says, he can prove to be ground- 
less. : 

Richards is a simple man, and has been brought 
into difficulty by following theadvice of men who 
knew as little as himself. He, no doubt, came 
improperly within the lines, but merely acciden- 
tally did so, with his wife in company, and there 
is no pretence that he was a soldier, or in arms, 
as he informs me, and- if so, he is certainly, ac- 


cording to the cartel, a non-combatant,.a private 
citizen, not liable to be held a prisoner of war. ° 
With respect to Dr. Wood, his case is fully 
stated by himself, Itseems he is not exaetly'a 
prisoner of war, but held as a hostage. If, as he 
states, he was improperly seized in the first in- 
stance, I beg leave to ask of your Excellency 
whether his subsequent detention as a hostage is 
not also improper? He had no agency in the 
seizure of Mr. Dixon, whether such seizure was 
correct or not, but relying, as he says, upon the 
assurances given him by the commanders of the 
British land and naval forces on the expedition 
to Plattsburg, looked upon the return of that ex- 
pedition to the coast of Champlain as the period 
of his enlargement and restoration to his family. 
I forbear to ‘make any further remarks on the 
statements of ihe above persons, or on their par- 
ticular cases, in the full confidence that they will 
receive your Excellency's consideration, and that 
it will be your pleasure to restore them to tlieir 
families, if consistent with the discharge of your 
duty, or that you will have the goodness to give 
me information, for the satisfaction of my Gov- 
ernment, wherein their statements are incorrect. 
I have the honor, &c. 
ROBERT GARDNER, 
American Agent for Prisoners of War. 


His Exc’y Sir GEonaE Prevost, &c. 


The brothers of Doctor Wood to General Mason. 


PLATTSBURG, Dec. 6, 1813. 
Sin: Being brothers of Doctor James W. Wood, 


| the undersigners, with Major E. D. Wood, of the 


Engineers, beg leave to solicit your attention to & 
subject very interesting to us, and of the greaiest 
importance to the unfortunate sufferer ; more pe- 
culiarly so, as he is a private citizen, in no man- 
ner connected with the army or navy, without 
public support, and unexpectedly hurried, by a 
relentless enemy, from his country and numerous 
family, daily exposed, from their proximity to 
the frontiers of the country, to the cruelty and 
depredations of the foe. 

The characteristic humanity, and the watch- 
fulness of the national authorities for the safety 
and protection of American citizens, have inspire 
us with a (well founded, we trust.) confidence 
that the proper official means will be taken to 
answer our humble request in restoring to his 
country one who was rendered obnoxious to the 
invading foe by his zeal and activity alone in 
his country’s cause. ; 

Doctor James W. Wood was taken by a Brit- 
ish invading force, near the northern limits of 
the State of New York, on Lake Champlain, the 
30th of July last, soon after conducted to Beaufort, 
near Quebec, and is now confined there asa host- 
age for the restoration of Mr. Dixon, a lawyer, 
taken some time since by the United States’ troops 
under General Dearborn, at or near Fort George, 
and is now confined a prisoner at Pittsfield. 

The public interest permitting, we earnestly 
entreat that a speedy exchange may take place 
between them, or some other method, in your 
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wisdom, be resorted to, by which our unfortunate 
brother may be released from the pain and horror 
of British imprisonment, and shall continue to 
solicit. 
- We are, sir, your very obedient servants, 
BENJAMIN G. WOOD, - 
' JONATHAN K. WOOD, 
IRA A. WOOD, 
BEZABEL WOOD, Jun. 
| 


Orrice Comm’ry Gen’. or PRISONERS. 
Wasurineton, Nov. 30, 1813. 


Sin: Iam instructed to direct you to release 
all the persons, in civil capacity, now in your 
charge and on parole, who had been arrested in 
Canada, in the neighborhood of Fort George, last 
Summer, of whom you may have no information 
of misconduct, to return to their homes in Can- 
ada, by the most direct route, avoiding all mili- 
tary works and posts. You will give to each a 
special passport, descriptive of his name and per- 
son, and directing him to present himself imme- 
diately on his arrival in Canada to the American 
commander at Fort George, who will be requested 
to permit them to pursue their usual avocations, | 
and remain at their respective places of residence, | 
during their correct and peaceable demeanor. — | 

. They are, I understand, to be William Dickson, | 
barrister at law; Joseph Edwards, merchant and | 
justice of peace; James Muirhead, surgeon; An- | 
drew Heron, merchant, Niagara; John Greer, 
ditto; John Baldwin, ditto; John Crooks, clerk 
to James Crooks, merchant; Haggai Skinner, 
farmer, full sixty-four years of age; —— Doan, 
farmer ; — Ramsay, a boy of Stamford; John 
MscFarlance, boat builder. 

William Ross, of the commissariat ; Alexander | 
Donald, deputy paymaster of militia; and John 
Syminton, deputy paymaster of militia, if they 
do not hold militia commissions in the line. 

You will state to these gentlemen, some of} 
whom are known to be very respectable, that the 
Government has granted this indulgence from a 
desire to alleviate the sufferings of individuals as 
much as the present posture of things will per- 
mit, and that it is expected of them that they 
"will, on their return, so demean themselves as to 
give no future cause of complaint. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
J. MASON. 


Tuomas MzLviLLE, Esq. 
Deputy Marshal of Massachusetts. 


Extract of a letter from the Commissary General of | 
Prisoners to Colonel Thomas Barclay, dated 
DecemBsr 22, 1813. 
On the 30th ultimo, orders were given to re- 
lease, to return to their homes, the British sub- 
jects, Messrs. Dickson, Muirhead, and others, sent 
in from the vicinity of Fort George in civil ca- 
pacity, relative to whom you inquired in the 
month of August, and I learn from Major Mel- | 
ville that they have set out on their return. 
JOHN MASON. 


Col. BARCLAY, 


Extract of a letter from Colonel Baines, Adjutant Gen- 
eral of the forces in Canada, to Thomas Melville, 
Esq., Deputy Marshal of Massachusetts, dated at 


Montreal, January 31, 1814. 


By this opportunity, Doctors Campbell and 
Easterman are sent back, in conformity to the 
terms of the cartel, as being non-combatants, and 
in consequence of your assurance of the release 
of William Dickson, and the other civilians of 
Niagara, Messrs. Wood, Scott, Deputy Assistant 
Commissary Heron, and ail other non-combatants, 
under similar circumstances, have been released 
and permitted toreturn at their own convenience, 
and on the same terms. I have to solicit the re- 
lease of Deputy Assistant Commissary Green. 


OFFICE Comm’ry GEn’L or PRISONERS, 
WASHINGTON, January 19, 1814. 


Sir: I have now to speak of the facts alleged, 
and the inferences drawn, in the publication made 
by you on the 13th of last month, respecting 
which act I had occasion, in a despatch of this 
date, to convey to you the sentiments of this 
Government. 

The effort on your part seems to have been to 
invalidate, before the people of the United States, 
the whole of the statement relative to the treat- 
ment of our agent and prisoners, made, on oath, 
by Mr. Abraham Walter, late a prisoner at Que- 
bec, by disproving what he had deposed respect- 
ing the provisions served out to our prisoners. 
His allegations, however, that several American 
prisoners, taken with him in June last, were im- 
mediately separated from their comrades and con- 
fined, to be sent to England to be tried for treason, 
on the mere suspicion of the examining officer; 
that others were forced on board British vessels, 
to assistin working them to Halifax and England; 
that forty-six American officers and non-commis- 
sioned officers were imprisoned under a procla- 
mation previously made ; that some of the Amer- 
ican officers had been rigorously confined on the 
plea of breach of parole; and that Colonel Gard- 
ner, the American agent at Quebec, was restricted 
to the same limits prescribed to prisoners of war 
on parole, and not permitted to visit prisoners in 
the prison-ships, or the town, to negotiate his bills, 
are most of them unquestionably true; and that 
others, from practices known on different occa- 
sions, are by no means improbable, can be readily 
shown. Of the first class are the facts of the con- 
finement of the forty-six officers, about which no 
evidence is now necessary; of the treatment of 
Colonel Gardner, witness the letter of General 
Glasgow to him of the 19th of October, a copy 
of which has been heretofore furnished you; of 
the rigorous confinement of some of the Ameri- 
can officers, though it is believed not in irons, for 
an accidental overstepping of the parole limits, as 
I am assured by Colonel Boerstler, lately a. pris- 
oner at and returned from the vicinity of Quebec,* 


* It has been found, on further communication with 
Colonel Boerstler, that he was in part misapprehended 
in relation to the American officers confined at Quebec 
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was the:case;.and of the forcing our seamen, 
ptisoners at Quebec, to work British ships. To 
prove this fact,I send you anextract ofa letter from 
Mr. Mitchell, our agent at Halifax, dated Novem- 
ber 11, 1813, in which he expressly states that 
“some of our people have been employed to navi- 
vate their transports from Quebec here, and on 
tom this for Bermuda, the transport seamen hav- 
ing been sent on the Lakes,” and that he had re- 
monstrated against it; and that this practice is 
not new, Í beg leave to recall to your recollection 
an advertisement by Mr. Maude, in the Jamaica 
newspaper, (exhibited to you in my last,) in which 
he, the British agent for prisoners in that island, 
offers to hire American prisoners to work British 
ships on their voyages, &c.; this fact has since 
been inquired into and established. I have in 
my possession a Jamaica newspaper containing 
the advertisement. ` 
Of the second class, is the circumstance of con- 
fining American prisoners, on the charge of trea- 
son,on mere suspicion. For a similar procedure, 
I refer to the instances quoted in my letter to you 
of 23d of: November, and an extract of a letter 
from Mr. Mitchell, of the 11th November last, 
stating that twelve or fourteen persons. so sent, 
had passed Halifax, from Quebec, for England. 
With regard to the other points, previous to the 
establishment of the cartel entered into between 
you and myself in May last, and immediately 
. after your arrival in this country, complaints had 
been made from many quarters, from all as to the 
quantity, and from several as to the quality of 
the provisions furnished our prisoners. I will in- 
stance a few of them. Mr. Beasley, our agent in 
England, stated, in a letter dated November 5, 
1812, that the allowance per man, other than of 
bread and vegetables, was, for five days of the 
week, only half a pound of beef a day, and, for the 
other two days, one pound a day of herrings or 
codfish. Mr. Mitchell, American agent at Hali- 
fax, wrote, on the 17th of October of the same 
year, that the prisoner ration there, besides bread 
and. vegetables, consisted of no more than half a 
pound of meat per day. Colonel Lear, our late 
Consul General to the Barbary States, having 
been, on his way from Algiers to the United 
States, detained at Gibraltar, from early in Au- 
gust to the latter part of November, by theseizure 
of the ship in which he was a passenger, and all 
other American ships in port. and the confine- 
ment of their officers and crews as prisoners of 
war,acquired a good knowledge of their treat- 
ment from the interference in their behalf which 
his public character authorized him to make, and 
informed the Government that “the allowance 
for American seamen, prisoners in Gibraltar, was, 
according to the technical expression of the place, 
six upon four—that is, the full allowance of four 


for breach of parole; that, as to the accidental over- 
stepping the local limits, he alluded to another case, in 
which certain officers were threatened with confine- 
ment; and that the officers referred to by Mr. Walter 
bad actually committed a reprehensible breach of limits, 
were closely confined for that offence, and so remained 
at the time of the last accounts from Quebec. 


men to be divided among six prisoners; and it 
was universally said, the part of the allowance 
which consisted of bread and peas was in so de- 
cayed a state as not to be fit or wholesome to be 
eaten, and that the whole was deficient in weight, 
according to the proportion before stated. But 
upon this subject, as well as upon all other points 
relative to the treatment of American seamen, 
prisoners in Gibraltar, while I was there, I would 
refer you to Captain Eben. Eveleth, late master 
of the Alleghany.” The following is an extract 
from a letter of Captain Eveleth to me, on the 
same subject: 

* With respect to the crew of the Alleghany, 
they were sent on board the prison-ship the day 
after she was detained, and there closely confined 
till the last of January, when they were sent to 
England. 

* During their confinement on board the prison- 
ship, their allowance was as follows, viz., for six 
men: 
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* No fresh provisions or vegetables are allowed 
on board the prison-ship. The bread, flour, and 
rice, was generally very bad, being half devoured, 
and full of insects. - 

“I myself was permitted to remain on board 
the Alleghany, with my son, the second mate, 
and steward, until the 18th of November, when, 
without the ship being libeled, we were sent on 
board the prison-ship, and fared in the same 
manner with the rest of the crew until the 21st 
of January.” 

You will no doubt recollect that, when the ar- 
ticle of the cartel in relation to rations was under 
discussion, I more than once took occasion to 
mention to you that the quantum of the ration, 
as limited everywhere by your Government. was 
unsatisfaetory ; and that we had repeated infor- 
mation of abuses as to the quality of the provis- 
ions given out by your officers to our prisoners, 
while your prisoners had constantly received in 
the United States the most ample and wholesome 
allowances. It is true, remonstrances were not 
then more formally made for what was past, be- 
cause it was considered a greater object to pro- 


* Or four pounds beef and three pounds flour. 
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vide. by express agreement against future defi- 
ciencies of this nature. 
„+; Since the adoption of the cartel, it gives me 
pleasure to acknowledge that complaints as to 
the prisoners? rations have been received but from 
one of the stations at which we have agents, al- 
though many have been urged as to other treat- 
ment of our prisoners from several. Your Gov- 
ernment is in the habit of holding prisoners at 
many and at distant places, in which, having no 
agents, we have no certain information of their 
treatment; but it is remarkable, that in that in- 
stanee the complaint was made as soon às it was 
well possible it could have been done, (in four 
days after the arrival of the agent,) direct to the 
proper British officer, and remained, as far as we 
know,as yei unredressed ; and that it comes from 
the very station (Quebec) in relation to which 
you have thought proper, in your publication, to 
advance the position, that, if injustice was done, 
*blame in some degree attaches to the British 
officer who has -care: of the prisoners, but the 
greádter. proportion of it must rest on Colonel 
` Gardner, whose duty it is to see that justice is 
done the prisoners.” It is to be remarked, too, 
"that you were in possession of the correspondence 
of Colonel Gardner, on this subject, with your 
officers, on the 2d of January, when you express 
yourself as gratified that Colonel Gardner, with 
two exceptions, confirms the truth of your asser- 
tions; now, certainly he speaks of the treatment 
of prisoners (in the letter complaining of their 
subsistence) only in regard to provisions; and in 
others: he.complains of the imprisonment of the 
officers, and his being barred all access to them; 
of, the severe privations inflicted on our prisoner 
seldiers shipped off to England ; because of the 
refusal to permit him to distribute clothing, and 
a small advance of pay to them ; and against your 
assertion, that he had the best opportunity of 
-knowing in what manner the prisoners under his 
care have been treated, he expressly states, that 
he is so restricted that his presence there can be 
longer of very little use. I need not remind you 
that, until the latter part of last Summer, your 
officers in Canada had constantly refused to re- 
ceive an agent for prisoners from us in that coun- 
try; that, very soon after their assent to this 
measure was signified, Colonel Gardner was ap- 
pointed and despatched ; that he left Boston, the 
place of his residence, on the 1st of September, 
and, owing to a detention after he entered your 
lines, did not reach Quebec until the 8th of Octo- 
ber; hence the lateness of his complaint, and of 
my remonstrance to you of the 27th of last month, 
: made very soon after the reception of his letter. 
Nor is it less singular that the two exceptions, of 
which you speak so lightly, happen to be in rela- 
tion to the two principal points on which you 
have put yourself at issue with Mr. Walter—the 
quantity and quality of the bread and meat part 
of the ration. served to the prisoners. Colonel 
Gardner unquestionably, as to both, expresses 
himself as dissatisfied, and demands redress—as 
to the meat, in so great a proportion as one-half 
ef the quantity; and as to the quality of the 


bread, it not being made of wheaten flour. It 
will be readily granted that he does not represent 
the quality of either bread or meat to have been, 
at the time he inspected them, (for we have no 
accounts, as yet, of but one inspection by him,) 
such as it is stated to have been by Mr. Walter; 
but, in justice to Mr. Walter, it must be- recol- 
lected that he was confined in Quebec, and fed on 
prisoner’s allowance for several months before the 
arrival of Colonel Gardner ; and it is not improb- 
able that, under.the direction of officers who. had 
continued from early in Summer, (when we know 
they received the cartel,) as late as November, to 
furnish only half the allowance of meat promised 
by their Government, it may have happened that, 
at some time during this period, they were as re- 
gardless of the quality of the provisions as were 
the officers in Gibraltar the year before, as shown 
by letters of Colonel Lear and Captain Eveleth, 
before quoted. I have the honor to be, &c. 
J. MASON, 
Col. Tuos. BARCLAY, &c. 


Extracts of a letter from Colonel Thomas Barclay to 
the Commissary General of Prisoners, duted 


HARLEM, January 25, 1814. 


That Mr. G. Walter's representation did not 
comport with the truth, is evident from Colonel 
Gardner's letter of the 12th October, 1813, to 
Captain Kempt, British agent for transports and 
prisoners of war, wherein, after stating that the 
American prisoners at Quebec were not subsisted 
agreeably to the cartel of the 12th of May, and re- 
questing that half a pound of bread may be de- 
ducted from the rations received, and half a pound 
of beef or a quarter of a pound of pork added, in 
order to make the ration agree with tlie directions 
in the cartel, he adds, “I take this opportunity 
to say to you, that I see no cause at present to be 
dissatisfied with the treatment of the prisoners in 
other respects.” 

There was no intention or effort on my part, as 
you have been pleased to state, “to invalidate be- 
fore the people of the United States the whole of 
the statement relative to the treatment of your 
agent and prisoners, made on oath by Mr. Wal- 
ter;” on the contrary, if a fair construction is 
given to the publication by me, the other charges, 
from my silence respecting them, would rather 
be considered as admitted than denied. I ab- 
stained from touching on them, because they 
have been repeatedly subjects of correspondence 
between you and me. On the subject of provis- 
ions issued to the American prisoners at Quebec 
you had never complained, and Iconfess I rather 
looked for your approbation than objections to 
my correcting the misrepresentation. The two 
nations are already sufficiently irritated against 
each other, to render fuel to the flame unneces- 
sary by means of falsé representations. — — 

With respeet to the grievances stated in your 
second letter of the 19th instant, I have to remark, 
that they are matters which must be negotiated 
between Mr. Monroe, Secretary of State, and Ad- 
miral Sir John Warren, or with His Majesty’s 
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Ministers in London. I shall transmit copies of 
your letter to the Commissioners, and eall their 
‘attention particularly to Captain Eveleth's table 
of provisions daily issued at Gibraltar, described 
in your letters, and acquaint you with the answer. 
` Í have lately received from the Commissioners 
the objections of His Majesty’s Ministers, and the 
Lords of the Admiralty, to some of the articles of 
the cartel of 12th of May, 1813, one of which is 
particularly pointed to the ration of provisions 
agreed upon in that cartel. J am preparing copies 
for you, which I hope to forward in a few days. 


' Lieutenant Deacon to the Secretary of the Navy. 
Wasuineron City, Feb. 10, 1814. 


Sm: Enclosed you will receive a list of thir- 
teen American seamen, prisoners of war, confined 
on board the British prison-ships at Quebec. On 
or about the middle of September, 1813, they 
were forcibly taken out of said prison-ships and 
sent on board the homeward bound transports, to 
assist in navigating them. A certificate signed 
by Mr. Osgood, master’s mate in the United 
States’ navy, who was present at the time, to- 

ether with a copy of an order from General 

lasgow, the Commandant at Quebec, to Cap- 
tain Kempt, the British agent-for prisoners, direct- 
ing him to take the American prisoners for that 

urpose, was left in the hands of General Chand- 
er, to be forwarded on to the Navy Department; 
as they have not been received, I feel it my duty 
to make this statement known. 

I have the honor to be, sir, &c. 
L. DEACON, 
Lieut. com’g U.S. schr. Growler. 


Hon. Wa. Jones, Sec’ry of the Navy. 


List of American seamen, prisoners of war, taken from 
on board the prison-ship at Quebec, to work on board 
the transports, and sailed from thence. 


United States’ schooner Growler.—Colvin Wil- 
liams, boatswain; William H. Warner, seaman; 
Philip Baker, ditto; William Johnson, do. 

Schooner Julia.— William Wilcox, seaman; 
John Mallet, ditto; John Rian, do. ; James Peter- 
son, do.; John Bernard, do.; John Smith, do. ; 
James Riley, do.; Edward Myers, do.; George 
Springs, do. 


Orrice Comm’ny GEN’L or PRISONERS, 
Wasaineton, April 2, 1814. 

Sir: One of the objections to the cartel enter- 
ed into between you and myself on the 12th of 
May last, made by the Commissioners of the 
British Admiralty, as stated to me in your letter 
of the 1st of February, is to the allowance to pris- 
oners for subsistence. The daily ration agreed 
upon in that instrament for prisoners, and cer- 
tainly little enough tosupport a hearty man with- 
out suffering, was one pound of beef, or twelve 
ounces of pork, one pound of wheaten bread, one- 
fourth of a pint of peas, or six ounces of rice, or 
one pound of potatoes, and two quarts of salt and 


four quarts of vinegar to every one hundred ra- 
tions; In the new project of arrangement, all 
stipulation about quantity of provision is reject- 
ed ; and you inform me that it is intended to give 
our prisoners one pound and a half of the coarsest 
bread per day; and to eat with their bread, for 
two days in the week, no meat; only one pound 
of herrings, and one pound of potatoes, for one of 
these days, and, for the other, one pound of cod- 
fish and one pound of potatoes; for the other five 
days only half a pound of fresh beef, half a pound 
of greens, one ounce of Scotch barley, and one- 
quarter of an ounce of onions, with one-third of 
an ounce of salt; no vinegar at any time, and no 
salt for two days in the week. 

Ishould not have called this subject now sep- 
arately to your attention, but that in a letter just 
received from Mr. Storm, agent for American 
prisoners at Barbadoes, is the following passage: 
* T now have to state that Mr. Barker, the British 
agent here, bas officially informed me that the 
convention entered into between yourself and 
Colonel Barclay has not been ratified by the Gov- 
ernment of Great Britain ; of course, our prison- 
ers are not allowed more'than two-thirds of 
what they had. I await your instructions on 
the subject.” ' 

L infer from this that the British Government 
has come toa determination as to the provision 
article, and have given orders to reduce the ration 
to the standard stated by you, since it is actually 
in practice at Barbadoes. | 

I beg to be informed on this subject. You are 
pleased to remark, in your letter of the 1st Feb- 
ruary, in explanation of this article, that the Brit- 
ish Government, so frequently involved in war, 
has had an opportunity to ascertain what is a ra- 
tional and proper allowance to prisoners; that it 
is reasonable to suppose the ration used in Brit- 
ain, as described by you, *is, in truth, a proper 
allowance.” 

You must permit me to observe that this was 
not your opinion heretofore, and I should hope 
cannot now be so, when you reflect on the sub- 
ject. Itisa matter of daily experience and feel- 
ing common to every man of every class in the 
community. Every man can at once decide that 
one pound and a half of coarse bread, with the 
scanty appendages of one pound of herrings or 
codfish, and one pound of potatoes, will not satis- 
fy for a day the cravings of hunger ; and that the 
half a pound of beef, with the pittance of greens, 
barley, and onions allowed, will be very little bet- 
ter. Our prisoners in your hands, on such an 
allowance, must suffer constantly and severely 
from hunger. Your prisoners, if reduced toa like 
allowance, must suffer in an equal degree; an 
yet, repugnant as it will be to the wishes and 
feelings of this Government, if that course has 
been determined on by your Government, it will 
necessarily be adopted here. I request your pat- 
ticular and early attention to this case, so 10- 
portant to humanity, and shall be much gratified 
if you are authorized to make any arrangement 
upon the subject that may obviate the sufferings, 
on both sides, which must ensue by a system 
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a 


which will deal out to the unfortunate prisoners | what Mr. Storm writes you, it is evident the 


less subsistence than is absolutely requisite. 


Commissioners have sent orders to the West Ín- 


The privations of these men are, of necessity, | dies on the subject. Lieutenant Miller, at Hali- 


sufficiently great; let us avoid increasing them, Í 
entreat you, by refusing that which is every- 
where, proverbially, the first call of nature, enough 
to eat, and the want of which sinks deepest into 
human wretchedness. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
J. MASON. 
Colonel Tuomas BARCLAY, &c. 


BLADENSBURG, April 5, 1814. 


Sig: Your letter of the 2d instant I did not re- 
ceive yesterday noon. My letter to you of Ist of 
February was drawn up conformably to the in- 
structions I received from the Commissioners. I 
have long since transmitted to them a copy of my 
letter to you, and, at the same time, communi- 
cated to them fully my sentiments on each of the 
articles contained in the cartel of the 12th of May, 
and the amendments proposed. I think it proba- 
ble I shall receive an answer in May or June. In 
the interim, however, I hope to receive your an- 
swer to my letter ; indeed, I have long since ex- 
pected it. Under present circumstances, I cannot 


‘return you an answer to the inquiry contained in 


your letter of the 2d of this month. "The 7th 
article in the draught of the cartel sent you to be 
submitted to the President, states, "they (the 
prisoners) are to be furnished by the Government 
in whose possession they may be, with a subsist- 
ence of sound and wholesome provision.” I ac- 
knowledge the clause is vague, and perhaps it 
would have been preferable to have specified the 
articles and quantity. Yet the word ‘“subsist- 
ence," intends a reasonable quantity for the sup- 
port of nature; and the words “sound and whole- 
some provision,” certainly designate the quality. 
The precise quantity issued for each Government 
may readily be ascertained through the respective 
agents of both nations. 

You misapprehend me when I state I inform 
you that it is intended to give the American pris- 


‘oners one pound and a half of the coarsest bread 


a day, &c. By referring to my letter of the ist 
of February, you will find I expressed myself in 
the words following: “I transmit herewith a'ta- 
ble of the provisions daily issued to prisoners in 
Great Britain, and elsewhere in the British do- 
minions, save in such places as the agents have 
adopted the regulations of the cartel, but which 
will eventually be countermanded.” The quality 
of the bread is not mentioned; nor did I state 
that, if the proposed cartel was agreed to by the 
President, in lieu of tbat of the 12th of May, that 
the American prisoners, under the words of the 
cartel, would receive subsistence precisely con- 
formable to the copy. of the table of provisions 
sent you. I beg leave, however, to say, I think 
it probable, and for the reasons given in my letter 
of the 1st of February. : 

I have received no further information on the 
subject of the provisions to be issued. to pris- 
oners, since I wrote you in February. From 


fax, in his letter to me of March, does not hint 
that he had received any. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
THOMAS BARCLAY. 
General Mason, &c. 


B. 


Abstract of the causes assigned by the British Admi- 
ralty for refusing to discharge seamen impressed from 
American vessels into the naval service of Great Brit- 
ain, caleulated to show the grounds upon which a 
compliance with the demands of the agents of the 
United States to discharge such seamen is stated to 
have been declined on the part of the British Gov- 
ernment. 


Refused to be discharged for the following reasons, viz: 

Having no documents. 

Born in England. 

Not Americans. 

Protections irregular. 

Regularly exchanged as British subjects. 

Ignorant of America. 

T'aken in enemies? privateers. 

Voluntarily entered, and received the bounty. 

Had accepted warrant offices in the British 
navy. 
Said to be impostors. 

Notanswering descriptionsgiven in protections. 

Natives of foreign countries—Prussia, Swe- 
den, &c. l 

Insufficiency of documents, viz : 

Protections from Consuls and Vice Consuls. 

Notarial and other affidavits made in the Uni- 
ted States. 

Collectors’ protections. 

Discharges from British ships of war as Amer- 
ican citizens. 
Discharges from American ships of war as Brit- 
ish subjects. 

Admiralty protections. 

Forged protections. 

Collectors’ duplicate protections. 

Documents from the Department of State of 
the United States. 

Indentures. 

Notarial affidavits made in England, 

Marriage certificates. 


Other reasons, viz: 

Not on board ships stated. 

Deserted. 

Drowned, or otherwise dead. 

Invalided. 

Sent into the service for smuggling. 

Said to be on board ships not in commission. 

On board ships on foreign stations. 

Were released from prison in Gottenburg. 

Not knowing where or in what ships they are 
serving. 

Names of the ships cannot be ascertained. 

Killed. 
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EG@érrespondence of Mr. Beasley, concerning seamen 
impressed from American vessels before the com- 
. 3mencement of the war, and detained in the British. 
: service. ] ; 


| Extract of a letter from Mr. Beasley to Mr. Cooke, of 
the Foreign Office, dated ` ^ 
Ocronzn 19, 1812. 

I beg you to remind Lord Castlereagh thatthe 
other part of my letter of the 12th instant, request- 
ing the release of the American seamen detained 
in the British service, is still unanswered. 


Mr. Croker to Mr. Beasley. 
AbpsStüRALTY Orricn, August 5, 1812. 

Sin: Having communicated to my Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty your letter of the 
:81st ultimo, transmitting a list of men, said to be 
Americans, who have been impressed and de- 
tained on board His Majesty’s ships, and request- 
ing-théir discharge, I have their Lordships’ com- 
‘mands to acquaint you that, under present cir- 
‘cimstances, they will defer the consideration of 


this request. Iam, &c. : 
: J. W. CROKER. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Beasley to Mr. Monroe, 
dated ` 
Lonpon, October 28, 1812. 

Since writing you the 22d instant, I have called 
twice at the Foreign Office, and, Iam happy to 
state, I found Mr. Cooke more reasonable on the 
subject mentioned in my last. Indeed, the tone 
and substance of his conversation were so much 
changed, that I shall have little to complain: of 
if followed up in practice. In communicating to 
you, however, this apparent change, I regret to 
be obliged to add, that within the last three or 
four days, many of our seamen have been im- 
pressed ; and I learn that attempts have been made 
(and in some instances with success) to entice 
some who were confined as prisoners to enter into 
British ships of war and merchantmen. 


ES G: EASLEY, Esq: 


Extract.of a letter from Mr. Beasley to Mr. Monroe, 
dated 
Lonpon, Oct. 23, 1812. 

I have informed you that I had addressed Lord 
Castlereagh on the subject of our citizens who 
have been impressed, and are now held in the 
British naval service. I demanded their release, 
and complained of the treatment which some 
had reéeived on offering to give themselves up as 
prisoners, or refusing to serve when they heard 
of the war. In reply, I have received a short 
note from Mr. Cooke, one of the under secreta- 
ries, stating that he was instructed to require of 
the the names of the men who had received the 
treatment complained of, and the vessels in which 
they were; which, I immediately furnished. 1 
urged a reply to the other part of my letter. In 
an interview which I have since. had with Mr. 
Cooke, I took occasion to remind him of it; 
when he intimated that the Government did not 
intend to answer me on that point, adding, that 
England was fighting the battles of the world; 
we had chosen to go to war, and so aid the great 
enemy ; and that England had as much right to 
recruit her army and navy in every possible man- 
ner as France. 


Mr. Barrow to the Transport Board. 
ApMIRALTY Orrice, Feb. 25, 1913. 

GrewrLEMEN : Having laid before my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty your letter of 
the 18th instant, enclosing the copy of a letter, 
together with the documents therein’ referred to, 
from Mr. Beasley, the American agent for pris- 
oners of war in this country, on the subject of 
certain alleged citizens of the United States de: 
tained in His Majesty’s service, I have it in com- 
mand to signify their Lordships’ directions to you 
to acquaint Mr. Beasley that neither now, in war, 
nor before, during peace, is or was the British 
Government desirous of having American sea- 
men in its service; and that their Lordships will 
now discharge, as prisoners of war, as they for- 
merly did as neutrals, those persons who can 
adduce any sufficient proof of their being Amer- 
icans. 

You will further inform Mr. Beasley, that all 
thé cases stated by him have received or are under 
accurate examination ; and that such persons who 
may appear to be Americans will be immediately 
sent to prison, as many have been already. 

I am, &c. 
JOHN BARROW. 


Extract of aletter from Mr. Beasley to Lord Castle- 
reagh, dated 
Wimpo.e Srreer, Oct. 12, 1812. 

In consequence of the war unhappily existing 
between the United States and Great Britain, it 
has become my duty to call your Lordship’s at- 
tention to the situation of the great number of 
American seamen who have been impressed, and 
are now held in the ships of war of His Britannic 
Majesty. 

To put an end to a proceeding and a state of 
things so revolting to humanity, and so contrary 
to the law and usage of civilized nations, I per- 
suade myself it is only necessary to present them 
to the view of the British Government, and I 
therefore trust that effectual measures will be im- 
mediately taken to restore these injured men to 
liberty and their country. 


WIMPOLE STREET, March 13, 1813. 


Sig: I was duly favored with your letters of 
the 26th ultimo and 6th instant, each enclosing 
the copy of a letter addressed to the Board on the 
preceding day by the Secretary of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty. I regret that 
other engagements should have delayed till now 
a particular notice of their contents, as these in- 
elude a charge against myself which perhaps tê- 
quired an earlier refutation. 


abe 
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^ In the letter of their Lordships’ secretary’ of 
thé 5th instant, the Board are directed to observe 
to me’ that the printed letter which I addressed 
to certain American seamen detained in the Brit- 
ish navy; “contains a statement unfounded in 
fact, for that neither since the war with America, 
nor before, have their Lordships declined to re- 
lease American seamen admitted or proved to be 
such.” 
Tt is not necessary to my present purpose to 
enter upon an examination of their Lordship’s 
conduct on this matter before the war; although 
my own official observation in numerous cases, 
when I held the office of Consul, would author- 
ize me to dispute even that part of their secreta- 
ry’s-assertion.. But with reference to their Lord- 
ships’ conduct since the war, I beg to remind 
them of their letter of the 5th August, soon after 
the commencement of the war, in answer to a 
request made on the 31st July for the release of | 
certain impressed: Ameriean seamen, in which 
their: Lordships, going beyond the mere declining 
to release the men, stated: “ that, under the pres- 
ert;cireumstanees, they will defer the considera- | 
tion of-the request for their release ;” or,in other 
words, that they will not, at present, war being 
cotnmenced, even think on the subject of their 
release. If further proof be necessary of their 
Lordships having, as [stated in my printed letter, 
declined the release of such seamen in conse- 
quence of the war, I will call to their recollection 
a letter written by their secretary on the 25th 
August, in answer to an application for the re- 
lease of William Wilson, an impressed- Ameri- 
can. detained on board the Cornelia, in which 
tliey.state that “this man, being an alien enemy, 
‘medst continue to serve orto go to prison.” Should 
other corroboration be wanted, it may be found in 
the long and marked silence of the British Gov- 
ernment to my numerous applications again and 
again repeated for the release of these men, see- 
ing that it was not until the 25th February, nearly 
seven months after their Lordships had informed 
me of their having deferred the consideration of 
the subject, and nearly five months after my 
formal demand made to Lord Castlereagh, that 
they directed the Board to inform me of their 
intention to treat them as prisoners of war. And 
even this was not done until eight days after my 
ptinted letter in question appears to have been on 
their table. Surely it was in utter forgetfulness 
of all these circumstances that their Lordships 
declared my statement unfounded in fact ; for it 
appears impossible that they can, in the mind of 
any person, bear a different interpretation from 
that which I have given them. But how do 
these’ facts. bear on their Lordships’ statement 2 
How, I ask, does their determination that Wil- 
son, proved and admitted to be an American, 
must continue to serve or go to prison, support 
the assertion that their Lordships have not de- 
clined to release American seamen admitted or 
proved to be such? But, perhaps, in their Lord- 
ships’ view to send them from service and deten- 
tion in ships of war to confinement in prisons is 
to release them. If so, it is:unnecessary to pur- 


sue the subject further, and I will content myself 
with having vindicated: the correctness of the 
statement. 

I come now to the consideration of their Lord- 
ships’ purpose, as expressed in their secretary’s let- 
ter of the 25th ultimo, to treat as prisoners of war 
the American seamen who have been impressed, 
and are held in the British service. Taking into 
view the manner in which these unfortunate pèt- 
sons came into the power of the British Govern- 
ment, that their own rights and inclinations, the 
rights of their country, the law of nations, and 
every principle of justice, were violated in the 
very act by which each of these men was brought 
within its power, and that this wrong accumu- 
lates so long as any of them remain in its power, 
I do maintain that they are, oit every ground, 
entitled to, and that the British Government is 
bound to grant their immediate and complete re- 
lease. It acquired them only as the spoils of un- 
lawful violence. How, then, can it retain them 
as the fruits of lawful war? Its right of control 
over them can only arise from the lawfulness of 
their detention ; but that which was unlawfully 
taken cannot be rightfully held ; and to acknowl- 
edge the pretension to such control as their Lord- 
ships’ purpose implies, would be to legitimatise 
the act by which they came into their power. 
The British Government disclaims all right and 
all intention to take them, and this disavowal is 
an acknowledgment of its obligation to restore 
them to the same condition and to the same free- 
dom from which they were taken. Upon what 
grounds is it, then, that they are to be treated as 
prisoners of war? Not many years have elapsed 
since all Europe resounded with the complaints 
of Great Britain against France for detaining as 
prisoners of war certain British subjects, who, 
having entered the French territories in time of 
peace, were found there at the breaking out of 
the war. But if that were regarded in England 
as an outrage, what will be thought of this de- 
tention as prisoners of war of American seamen, 
who, having been wrongfully taken ou the high 
seas, and forcibly carried into the British service 
in time of peace, are found therein, at the break- 
ing out of a war doing her service and fighting 
her battles? The conduct of France was at- 
tempted to be justified by certain aets of Eng- 
land, which were alleged to be equally contrary 
to the law of nations. But what justification, 
what excuse can be set up for this conduct of 
Great Britain towards the impressed American 
seamen? What infraction of the law of nations, 
what violence or injustice exercised towards 
British subjects, or what outrage is this cruel 
act to retaliate? It cannot be the free and 
spontaneous permission given by the United 
States, at the commencement of the war, for 
every British subject of every class and descrip- 
tion found within their territories or in their 
power to return to his country that this impris- 
onment of American seamen is to requite. And 
surely this cannot be the indemnification which 
Great Britain offers these unfortunate men for 
the wrongs which she has inflicted on them, or 
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the reward which she bestows for the service she 


has received at their hands. _ 
To the unqualified prohibition of all corres- 
pondence between myself and the impressed 


American seamen in His Britannic Majesty’s | 


fleet, so unreservedly stated in the letter of their 
Lordships’ secretary of the 6th instant, I must 
conform, whatever may be my feelings and sen- 
timents respecting it. The situation in which 
these unfortunate men and myself stood towards 
each other, appeared not only to invite but to au- 
thorize a communication between us. On their 
part the object of this correspondence was to ob- 
tain information and counsel as to the proper 
manner of conducting themselves under cireum- 
stances the most difficult, and an occasion the 
most important and solemn, namely: how to act 
while foreibly held to service in ships of war be- 
longing to a State engaged in actual hostilities 
against their country; a situation which their 
own good sense and proper feelings taught them 
was alike incompatible with their rights and 
their duties. My part has been, after having 
waited five months in vain fora communication 
of their Lordships’ intentions, to recommend them, 
since there appeared no means of obtaining their 
release, to give themselves up as prisoners of war; 
an evil comparatively light to that which they 
suffer. In other instances their letters have re- 
lated the rejection of their offer and the threats 
of punishment; and all contain complaints of 
the unexampled hardship of their situation, How- 
ever, as their Lordships declare that the British 
Government has no wish to have American sea- 
men in its service, they will no doubt adopt some 
effectual plan to make known these sentiments 
to all such seamen now in its service, and at the 
same time to inform them of the manner in 
which, if they desire to leave it, their object may 
be accomplished. Since I am no longer permit- 
ted to advise them in these matters, such a pro- 
ceeding on the part of their Lordships becomes, 
under all the circumstances, an indispensable 
measure of justice towards the men, while it is 
also necessary to prevent their Lordships’ inten- 
tions on so momentous a subject from misinter- 
pretation. If the consequence of this interdic- 
tion of the correspondence with me be to bring 
the condition of these men more completely un- 
der their Lordships’ notice, there will, I trust, be 
less reason to regret it. [ entreat their Lord- 
ships to take their claims into the most serious 
consideration. Their detention appears to be the 
only remaining ground of that unhappy quarrel 
which divides the two countries; and in their 
immediate release their Lordships have an op- 
portunity, by an act of justice and of magnanim- 
ity worthy of the British name, to bring back 
peace,and to restore those relations of honora- 
ble friendship so natural and so beneficial to 
both. 

I have the honor, to be, sir, your most obedient 


servant, 
R. G. BEASLEY. 
ALEXANDER McLeay, Esq., &c. 
Transport Office. 


a e e M. 


Extract of a letter from the Commissioners of the 
Transport Board, in London, to Reuben G. Beas- 
ley, eb agent of the United States in England, 
date 

Transport Orrice, May 26, 1813, " 

We have received your letter dated the 15th 
instant, and, having communicated the same to 
the Right Honorable the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, we are instructed by their 
Lordships to inform you that to your former let- 
ter of the 13th of March last, their Lordships did 
not authorize us to return an answer, because it 
referred to subjects which it is beyond your com- 
petency, in the character of agent for prisoners 
of war, to discuss, and because, easy as it would 
have been to have completely answered the mis- 
conceptions and misstatements of that letter, it 
seemed unnecessary to proceed with a corres- 
pondence which could conduce to no practical 
effect. 

On the subject of your late application, we are 
to repeat to you, that neither before the war nor 
since has this country been desirous of retaining 
in its service any bona fide American citizens 
but that the flagrant and undeniable abuses o 
the official documents of American citizenship 
say nothing of the question of naturalizing 

ritish subjects) have obliged their Lordships to 

look at all such documents with the utmost dis- 
trust. . ; 
And if, from the similarity of language and 
manners, some American seamen have been im- 
pressed into His Majesty’s service, the blame is 
imputable to those who have permitted the off- 
cial documents of citizenship to be so prostituted 
as to be at last wholly undeserving of any atten- 
tion or respect, and the British Government has 
always regretted that this check (slight as it 
originally was) has been so infinitely abused, 
and, finally, so completely destroyed, not only 
for the sake of the Americans themselves, who 
might thereby suffer the inconvenience of a tem- 
porary detention, but for that of the British off- 
cers, who were thereby rendered still less capa- 
ble than before of distinguishing the persons 
whom it was their duty to impress. 

Their Lordships, for the reasons already sta- 
ted, do not enter with you into any explanations 
of the rules which governed their conduct on this 
subject before the war; but as far as regards the 
prisoners of war sent, either at your or thelr own 
request, to prison, from His Majesty’s service, 
their Lordships have no hesitation in stating that 
they have, in favor of that first principle of civ- 
ilized society, the allegiance which is due to the 
land of a man’s nativity, been anxious to avoid 
even the possibility of obliging any American to 
fight against his country; and they have, there- 
fore, discharged persons from the military set- 
vice of this country, on evidence of their being 
Americans, which would not, in ordinary umes, 
have been considered sufficient, even in the opin- 
ion and practice of the American consulate here 
to obtain their release. And it has happene 
that several persons have, on their own asser- 
tions, or on. production of American documents, 
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been so diséharged, of whom it has since been | they think that the blame of all such impress- 
discovered that they are natural born subjects of | ment and detention is imputable, as their letter 
His Majesty, and that such assertions were false, | insinuates, to the United States, I should utterly 
or such documents fraudulently obtained. | despair that our opinions could ever be brought 

-But while their Lordships prefer the risk of | to coincide, and, consequently, that any practical 
losing the services of a British subject to that of | good could result from any effort of mine to effect 
obliging an American citizen to continue in arms! it. Happily, however, this is not now necessary. 
against his country, they cannot, on evidence | The question does not relate to the abuse of doc- 
loose and unsatisfactory, or withoutany evidence | uments of American citizenship, whether result- 
at all, permit such persons to proceed to the Uni- | ing from forgeries practised here, or frauds com- 
ted States to bear arms against this country. | mitted in the United States; nor is it essential 
We are, therefore, to acquaint you that persons | to inquire whether American seamen have been 
discharged to prison from His Majesty's service, | taken through error or design; nor whether their 
as being Americans, cannot be released, unless, | impressment and detention be in conformity with 
in each individual case, you shall produce satis- | long and general practice in the British navy, or 
factory proofs that the person whose exchange | contrary to the wishes of the British Govern- 
you demand, is a natural born American citizen. | ment. The fact is admitted that American sea- 
Whenever such proof shall be produced, the per- | men have been impressed and held in the service 
son will be immediately released from prison, ! of Great Britain, and their Lordships now de- 
upon the usual terms of exchange, if he has | clare that, upon satisfaetory proof of this national 
been a. volunteer into our service; or, if an im- | character, they shall be released, either as pris- 
pressed man, freely and without restriction. oners of war, or freely and without restriction. 

NOD S The question then is as to the proof. 

But, on entering upon this question, we should 
not overlook the very important consideration 
that the greater number of these persons having 
been taken from American vessels, were, whe- 
ther they did or did not bear documents of their 
citizenship, taken against the prima facie evi- 
dence of their being American citizens. They 
were deprived of the benefit of this evidence 
upon the mere suspicion of pérsons interested in 
discrediting it, and they have been detained in 
the British service without any evidence of their 
being British subjects. It is the British Govern- 
ment, therefore, on which the burden of proof 
should still lie. 

These unfortunate men are, however, in the 
power of the British Government, and it imposes 


Mr. Beasley to Alexander McLeay, Esq., Secretary of 
the Transport Board. 


HanLEYv Srreet, May 29, 1813. 


Sir: I have received the letter addressed to 
mé by the Board on the 26th instant, communi- 
eating the present intentions of the Lords Com- 
missiotfers of the Admiralty, respecting the Amer- 
ican seamen who have been heretofore detained 
in the British service. : > 

In making: those observations in my letter of. 
the 13th of March upon this sabject, which their 
Lordships consider as entering upon a question 
beyond my competency to discuss, I was influ- 
enced solely by a sense of duty. The topic is 
unfortunately too humiliating to be willingly se- 
lected; but painful as its consideration was to | this burden upon them. To this additional hard- 
myself, and un welcome as it appears to have been | ship they must therefore submit. We come, 
to. their Lordships, I cannot regret that I yielded | then, to its operation. 
tothe necessity of presenting it clearly to their; The official documentsof American citizenship 
view, since it now appears that their Lordships | are declared by their Lordships to be * wholly 
no longer adhere to their determination, that im- | undeserving of any attention or respect,” and in 
pressed American seamen must continue to serve | but few instances has there been an opportunity 
His Britannic Majesty or go to prison, to be re- | to obtain any other evidence. Thus, there re- 
leased only as prisoners of war. mains scarcely any documentary testimony to 

Teannot but lament that, as their Lordships | offer on behalf of these men, and a very long time 
thought it necessary to allude to “ misconceptions | must necessarily elapse before it could be received 
and misstatements,” which they represent that from America. But, with respect to many of 
letter to contain, they did not take the trouble to | them, Lam persuaded that no such evidence need 
point them out, especially as, in their opinion, | be sought; and, to delay the release of those who 
they might have been “so easily answered.” ljare clearly Americans, is not, I trust, now in- 
lament this the more, as I can discover nothing | tended by their Lordships. 
in it which further reflection and experience do) To prevent, therefore, in some degree, the 
not confirm. hardships to which the measures proposed by 

But, whatever ground their Lordships’ letter | their Lordships must necessarily subject the far 
affords for retorting such a charge upon them- | greater part of these unfortunate men, I would 
selves, I forbear to notice. If their Lordships do | suggest that their Lordships should authorize 
see, in the fraudulent use of documents of Amer- | competent persons to examine those who claim 
ican citizenship by British seamen, any excuse for | to be Americans, and that such as, in the judg- 
impressing and detaining American seamen in the | ment of these persons, are bona fide Americans, 
British navy, and if they do consider such im-| should forthwith be released, according to the 
pressment and detention as only a temporary in- | terms of their Lordships’ letter. 1 will most 
convenience to the American seamen, and if| readily assist at such examinations, and will 
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communicate any documents or papers in my 
office, which may be considered necessary to 
facilitate the object. With regard to those who 
may not be able to satisfy these persons respect- 
ing their national character, I will cause proper 
inquiry to be made at the places to which they 
' respectively claim to belong, and they may be in 
like manner released, when the proof which may 
have been deemed necessary shall be received. 
Their Lordships will not, I trust, be withheld 
from the adoption of these or some other equally 
fair means of investigating, without delay, the 
claims of these men by any techical incompe- 
tency on my part to offer such suggestions. 
Whatever may be my powers, their Lordships 
are at all events free to adopt such means as may 
be equitable; and for the desire they express to 
“favor that which they consider the first princi- 
ple of civilized society, the allegiance which is 
due to.the land of a man’s nativity,” (which 
principle would be scarcely less violated by de- 
priving his country of his assistance in her de- 
ence, than by “ obliging him to fight against his 
country,”) I would fain hope they will prefer 
those which will be the most effectual to the 
end. ‘Nor, I persuade myself, will the consider- 
ation that the United States are now carrying on 
war for the redress of the wrong done in the de- 
tention of these men, prevent their Lordships 
from redressing the wrong of themselves, not 
only because it is the duty of a State to remove all 
just ground of complaint, even on the part of an 
enemy, but because, by so doing, they would, in 
a.great degree, supersede the necessity of a con- 
tinuance of the war. 

„I cannot close this communication without ex- 
pressing my anxiety at the total silence of their 
Lordships respecting the numerous representa- 
tions which have been made by me since the 
war of individual cases of impressment. In many 
of these cases the proof has been such as should 
not have failed to satisfy their Lordships, even 
disposed as they are to look at all proof in these 
matters with the utmost distrust, that the men on 
whose behalf it was offered are bona fide Amer- 
ican citizens. Yet in no instance have I heard 
of any favorable decisions on their claims. I 
will hope, however, that the course which their 
Lordships will adopt may speedily remove all 
those unfavorable impressions, which, with ev- 
ery disposition to give them credit for the most 
just intentions, could not fail to result from this 
single fact that, among the thousands of im- 
pressed men in the British navy who claim to be 
Americans, I have not heard of one man who 
has been freely released and permitted to return 
to. his country since the commencement of hos- 
tilities. 

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

R. G. BEASLEY. 

ALEXANDER McLeay, Esq., &c. 


Mr. Beasley to Mr. Monroe. 
Lonpon, June 10, 1813. 
Sır: The numerous instances of hardships im- 
posed on Ameriean citizens by impressment, 


which came under my observation when I held 
the office of Consul, eould not fail to make a, 


deepimpression on my mind. I therefore availed 


myself of the earliest opportunity: to address-the 
British Government on the subject. If anyin- 
centive had been wanting to this step, I should 
have found it in the many communications which 
I daily received from those unfortunate persons; 
all asking advice, and some complaining of acts 
of cruelty by. British officers, because having heard 
of the war they refused to do service. Relying 
on the justice and magnanimity of the British 
Government, I considered it would be an insult 
to demand redress, or even to remonstrate; [ 
therefore contented myself, as you will have seen 
by my letter to Lord Castlereagh on the subject, 
with merely representing the facts. But if my 
confidence was great, so has been my disappoint- 
ment; for an answer to my letter of the 13th 
October was not returned until the 26th May, 
notwithstanding I had frequently called it to the 
attention of the Government. And it appears I 
owe this answer to the following circumstance: 
After having waited so many months for the sen- 
timents of the Government on a topic involving’ 
the happiness of thousands of my countrymen, I 
was induced, as the season was near at hand 
when many ships would proceed to foreign:sta- 
tions, to issue a circular in answer to the nume- 
rous letters which I had received in the interval, 
stating that the Lords of the Admiralty having 
declined to release American citizens who had 
been impressed, there appeared to be no other 
course than to give themselves up as prisoners of 
war. Not many of these letters reached the par- 
ties before I was informed that “I must not cor- 
respond with persons in His Majesty's fleet; and 
that my circular contained a statement unfounded 
in fact, for neither before the war nor since had 
the Lords of the Admiralty declined to release 


| Americans admitted or proved to be such.” My 


letter of the 13th March contains my sentiments 
on these two points; on the latter I have proved 
the correctness of my statement. by letters from 
under their Secretary’s own hand. In their re- 
ply of the 26th May,.they say, easy as it would 
have been to have completely answered the mis- 
conceptions and misstatements of that letter, they 
decline doing so, because it refers to subjects 
which it is beyond my competency, in the’ char- 
acter of agent for prisoners of war, to discuss. 
And they repeat, “ that neither before the war nor 
since has this country been desirous of retaining 
in its service any. bona fide American citizens; 

that, at the same time, they cannot, on evidence 
loose and unsatisfactory, or without any evidence 
at all, permit persons to proceed to ihe United 
States to bear arms against this country ; thal, 
therefore, those who have been discharged from 
His Majesty's service to prison as being Amen 
cans, cannot be released unless, in each individua 
case, satisfactory proof shall be produced that x 
person whose release is demanded is a natura 

born American citizen; and that, when such 
proof shall be produced, he will be immediately 
released from prison upon the usual terms of ex- 
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change, if he has been a volunteer, or, if an im- 
pressed man, freely.and without restriction. 

:To prevent, in some degree, the hardships of 
the measure thus proposed, I suggested in my 
letter of the 29th May, that they “ would author- 
ize competent persons to examine those who claim 
to be Americans, and that such as, in the judg- 
ment of these persons, are bona, fide Americans, 
should be forthwith released according to the 
terms of their letter.” I offered to assist at such 
examinations, and to communicate any docu- 
ments or papers in my possession that might be 
considered necessary to facilitate the object ; and, 
with regard to those who might not be able to 
satisfy these persons respecting their national 
character, I would cause proper inquiry to be 
made at the places to which they respectively 
claim to belong concerning the truth of their al- 
legations, that they might, in like manner, be re- 
leased when the proofs which might have been 
deemed. necessary should be received. 

To this proposition I have just received their 
answer, stating “that they have nothing to add 
to their former communications on this subject, by 
which they mean to abide." 

Now, that you may know what value to place 
on the repeated assurances contained in that com- 
munication, I beg to state that, since the 9th of 
March last, I have transmitted documents (many 
of which came authenticated from the Depart- 
ment of State) on behalf of one hundred and 
sixty-five persons, impressed and detained on 
board ef British ships, and that they have not 
thought proper to notice a single case. 

: What a prospect for those-unfortunate men— 
to linger in prison, or to fight against their coun- 
try! This is literally their unhappy lot; for itis 
insulting to talk any longer of evidence, when it 
is manifest that none that could be produced 
would be found satisfactory ; when they refuse 
even to examine the cases ; and when the very 
language the victims speak is considered prima 
facie evidence against them. 

-I have the honor to be. &c., 
R. G. BEASLEY. 

‘Hon. James Monroe, £c. 


Extract—Mr. Beasley to Mr. Monroe. 
Lonpon, July 5, 1813. 
Notwithstanding the fair promises made some 
time ago relative to our citizens who had been 
impressed, there is scarcely an instance of a dis- 
charge from the prison-ships. 


Mr. Beasley to Mr. Croker. 


No. 65, HARLEY STREET, 
July 13, 1813. 

^ Sin: I transmit herewith the copy of an appli- 

cation. which I made to.the Transport Board, on 

-behalf of Jonathan Bigelow, the bearer hereof, 

an impressed American seaman, as also of the 
answer I have received. 

I now transmit documents in proof of his being 

an American, as mentioned on the other side, 


and I have to request that he may be discharged 

from His Britannie Majesty’s service, in con- 
| formity to the determination of the Lords Com- 

missioners of the Admiralty respecting American 
i seamen, as communicated to me by the Trans- 
| port Board in their letter of 26th April last. 

I am, sir, &c., 
R. G. BEASLEY. 

J. W. Crozer, Esq., Admiralty Office. 


Certificate of his birth granted by the town 
clerk of the place wherein he was born ; certifi- 
eate of his parents being inhabitants of said place, 
authenticated by a notary public; and a protec- 
tion granted by the collector of the district of 
Penobscot, dated 23d May, 1810. 


Mr. Barrow to Mr. Beasley. 
ApMiRALTY Orrics, July 14, 1813. 


Sig: Having laid before my Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty your letter of yester- 
day's date and its enclosures, requesting the dis- 
charge of Jonathan Bigelow, aa American, be- 
longing to His Majesty's ship Cornelia, I have 

| their Lordships’ commands to acquaint you this 

| man must join his ship, in order that the neces- 

sary inquiries may be made into his case. I 

herewith return the documents, and am, sir, &c. 
JOHN BARROW. 


Lonpon, September 1, 1813. 

Sin: I beg leave to call your attention to the 
case of Jonathan Bigelow, an American seaman, 
who was impressed into the British service in 
the year 1807, and has been held therein ever 
since. In the month of July last, this man being 
then on leave of absence from the Cornelia, ap- 
plied to me to procure his discharge from that 
ship. I made a request to that effect to the 
Transport Board, informing them that I had ex- 
amined him, was satisfied he was an American 
eitizen, and that I had documents in my posses- 
sion, proving that he was a native of Boston, in 
the State of Massachusetts. To this I received 
an answer, stating that that Board had no au- 
thority to discharge him, but that the documents 
referred to should be submitted to the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, and that, in the 
meantime, he must rejoin his ship at the expira- 
tion of his leave, or otherwise he would be liable 
to be apprehended as a deserter. I immediately 
made an application to the Admiralty, of which 
I transmit herewith a copy, and received an an- 
swer, a copy of which is also enclosed, stating 
that he must join his ship, in order that the ne- 
cessary inquiries might be made into his case. 
Having no means, at that time, of sending him 
immediately to the United States, and being fear- 
ful that he might be apprehended at the expira- 
tion of his leave and treated harshly, besides be- 
ing considered asa prisoner of war, I consented 
to his returning to the ship accordingly. Hear- 
ing from the man, after having returned to the 
service, that no steps had been taken in his case, 
but that. on the contrary, he had been draughted 


2235 


APPENDIX. 


2236 


Great. Britain— Naturalization. 


to serve in another ship, I again addressed a let- 
ier to the Lords of the Admiralty, recalling his 
case to their consideration, and repeating my re- 
quest that he might be discharged. To this I 
have yet received no answer, and I have just re- 
ceived a letter from the man himself, stating that 
the Cydnus, to which ship he has been draughted, 
is on the point of sailing for the West Indies. 

In this extraordinary case, I would particularly 
call your attention to the circumstance of the 
Lords of the Admiralty desiring, after being put 
in possession of the documents transmitted in 
proof of his American nativity, that he should 
return to the British service, for the purpose, it 
was alleged, of making the necessary inquiries 
‘into his ease; their having since taken no notice 
of it whatever, even after my renewed request, is 
a clear proof that his discharge was not intended, 
even should the result of inquiry respecting him 
be the most satisfactory, and that that motive for 
desiring his. return was assigned merely for the 
purpose of again obtaining possession of him. 

By a letter addressed to me by the Transport 
Board on the 26th of May last, a copy of which I 
had the honor of transmitting to you some time 
ago, the British Government engaged that per- 
sons discharged to prison from His Britannic 
Majesty’s service as being Americans, upon my 
producing satisfactory proofs that they were natu- 
ral born Americans, should be immediately re- 
leased from prison, upon the usual terms of ex- 
change, if they had volunteered into the service, 
or, if impressed men, freely and without restric- 
tion. The case of Bigelow, and the fact that, in 
the months of March and April last, I transmit- 
ted documents and made representations in behalf 
of one hundred and sixty-five unfortunate per- 
sons, without having yet ever received a reply to 
any one case, must convince even those best in- 
clined to believe it, how little the practice of the 
British Government accords with its profession 
in favor of impressed American seamen. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
R. G. BEASLEY. 


Hon. James Monroes, Secretary of State. 


Extract of a letter from R. G. Beasley to John Mason, 
' Esq., dated 
Lonvon, November 25, 1813. 

I transmit herewith copies of a correspondence 
which I have lately had with the Transport 
Board, relative to some seamen who have been 
surrendered to prison, as Americans, from British 
ships of war, from which you will perceive the 
little prospect which the many unfortunate men, 
in the same situation, have of being released on 
documentary evidence. Ishall, nevertheless, con- 
tinue my exertions in their behalf. 


« Mr. Beasley to Mr. McLeay. 
SEPTEMBER 18, 1813. 


I have to recall to the consideration of the 
Board the cases of several persons, claiming to 
be American citizens, on whose behalf I trans- 
mitted particular statements and evidence some 


time ago, namely, on the 9th of March last, on 
behalf of ninety-five persons, on the 7th of April, 
on behalf of thirty, and, on the 24th of April, of 
forty persons. The only information which I 
have received from the Board, relative to them, 
is obtained from the lists of American prisoners 
which have been transmitted to me; from which 
it appears that some of those persons have been 
discharged from the British service as Americans, 
and sent to prison; some of them, however, are 
still compelled to remain in the service. I have, 
therefore, now to request that such of these per- 
sons, and those who have been discharged to 
prison, whose claims to be American citizens ap- 
pear to be well founded, may be immediately 
discharged, and allowed toreturn to the United 
States. a.” 

I transmit herewith particular statements and 
evidence relative to nineteen seamen who have 
been discharged from British ships of war, and 
are now confined on board the prison-ship Nas- 
sau at Chatham; and, as the evidence of their 
being Americans must, I conceive, be considered 
quite satisfactory, I trust there will be no diffi- 
culty in granting their release in conformity to 
the assurance contained in your letter of the 
26th of May last. Lam, sir, &c. 

R. G. BEASLEY. 
ArrxANDER MoLzay, Esq., , 
Transport Office. 


Copy of the statement made on behalf of William 
Dews, one of the nineteen seamen before mentioned. 
It appears from the books of the American con- 
sulate office at London, that, in October, 1809, 
this man was ordered by the Lords Commission- 
fers of the Admiralty to be discharged, as an 
American, from the Princess of Orange; the pro- 
tection herewith transmitted is the same which 
was at that time offered on his behalf by the 
Consul. 


a amamaamamaaaaasasasassaasasasauMlsste 


Copy of a letter from Mr. McLeay to Mr. Beasley. 
| Transport Orricg, Oct. 20, 1813. 


Sır: I have received and laid before the Com- 
missioners for the transport service, &¢., your 
letter of the 18th ultimo, with its enclosures, 
claiming the release of nineteen American sea- 
men, represented to have been discharged from 
British ships of war, and to be now confined as 
prisoners of war on board the Nassau prison-ship 
at Chatham; and, in reply, am commanded to 
acquaint you, that your said application having 
been submitted to the consideration of the right 
honorable the Lords Commissioners of the Ad- 
| miralty, their Lordships have directed the Board 
i to acquaint you that William Dews, one of the 
persons in question, was not discharged in 1809, 
as represented ; that he was not again impressed 
as represented; and that his documents, as wel 
las all the others, excepting Brainard’s, (whose 
i release was ordered on the 25th ultimo,) are ° 
that description which have been so notoriously 
fraudulent, that their Lordships do not feel satis- 
fied in paying any attention to them; and that 
they therefore cannot, without satisfactory proo 
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- release, as; Americans, persons who have been 
lately serving in:His Majesty’s ships. 
` ; i have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient 
- servant 
ALEX. McLEAY, Secretary. 
R. G. Bgasrzx, Esq., &c. 


Commodore Rodgers to the Secretary of the Navy. 


U. S. FRIGATE PRESIDENT, 
Boston, Jan. 14, 1813. 


Sır: Herewith you will receive two muster- 
books of His Britannic Majesty’s vessels Moselle 
and Sappho, found on board the British packet 
Swallow. eon 

As the British have always denied that they 
retained on board their. ships of war American 
citizens, knowing them to be such, I send you the 
enclosed, as a publie document of their own, to 
prove how illy such an assertion accords with 
their practice. . 

It. will appear by these two muster-books that 
so, late as August last, about an eighth part of 
the Moselle and Sappho’s crews were Ameri- 
cans; consequently, if there is only a quarter 
t. part of that proportion on board their other ves- 
| sels, that they have an infinitely greater number 

' of Americans in their service than any Ameri- 
can has yet had an idea of. 

Any further comment of mine on this subject 
I consider unnecessary, as the enclosed docu- 
ments speak but too plainly for themselves. . 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest re- 
spect, sir, your obedient servant, 

- JOHN RODGERS. 

The Hou. PauL HAMILTON, 

Secretary of the Navy. 


[ Correspondence between General Taylor and Cap- 
tain Barrie, concerning James Balfour, an im- 
pressed seaman on. board the Dragon. 


from General Taylor to the Secre- 
tary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS, NORFOLK, 
November 15, 1813. 


Herewith I transmit copies of a letter ad- 
dressed by me to the officer commanding the 
‘enemy’s squadron in Lynnhaven, and of Captain 
Barrie’s reply, on the subject of an American on 
‘board the Dragon, James Balfour. 

This man has been twice impressed into the 
British service, and has been the last time de- 
tained some years. 

T have, &c. 


Extract of a letter 


Copy of a letter from General Taylor to Captain 
. Barrie. 


HEADQUARTERS, NORFOLK, 
November 15, 1813. 
Sır: Major Somerville, of Maryland, trans- 
mitted to me, a few days ago, a letter from James 
Balfour, now on board your ship, to Robert 
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Brough; which letter, he stated, had been given 
to him by you, accompanied by your assuranee 
* that the man would be immediately released on 
his procuring satisfaetory evidence of his birth- 
place.” 

I now transmit to you such affidavits as I pre- 
sume will be entirely satisfactory. I will vouch 
to you, sir, for the veracity and respectability of 
the persons who make them; and you will have 
the best opportunity of testing them by inquiry 
of the man himself, of the facts stated in them, 
which, if not true, he cannot corroborate, as there 
has been no means of concert between him and 
the persons making them. 

Captain Myers, who will have the honor to 
deliver this, is accompanied. by a person to iden- 
tify Balfour. . 

I cannot conclude this letter without express- 
ing my sense of the candor and liberality with 
which you have acted in this affair, and offering 
you the assurance of my perfect consideration. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

ROBERT B. TAYLOR, 
Brigadier General. 
The Senior OFFICER, &c. 


Copy of a letter from Captain Robert Barrie, of His 
Britannic Majesty’s ship Dragon, to Brigadier Gen- 
eral Robert Taylor. 

Lynnuaven Bay, Nov. 20, 1813. 


Sır: I have the honor to acknowlege the re- 
ceipt of your letter of the 16th instant, with its 
pacientes, relative to the identity of James Bal- 
our. 

Major Somerviile must have misunderstood 
my meaning, when he stated me to have assured 
him, “that the man would be immediately re- 
leased, on his procuring satisfactory evidence of 
his birth-place.? What I intended the Major to 
understand, was, that on his procuring the neces- 
sary evidence I would discharge the man from ' 
the service, but as to granting his unconditional 
release, it is beyond my power. If it were not, 
your testimony of the respectability of the par- 
ties who have made the affidavits of Balfour's 
citizenship would be sufficient evidence with me 
to order his discharge immediately. 

I represented this man’s case to my superior 
officer in March last. His reply I have shown 
to Captain Myers, in which I am directed to dis- 
pose of all persons in Balfour’s situation as pris- 
oners of war. All I can therefore do, is to send 
the man to Bermuda asa prisoner. I will also 
forward the documents you have handed me to 
my superior officer there, accompanied by my 
conviction that Balfour is an American, and I 
will write to Sir John Warren to request that he 
| will order Balfour to be released, or at least ad- 
| mitted to parole, and I have no doubt he will 
i comply with my request. 
| I beg to assure you that I shall always feel 
| great satisfaction in giving you every proof of 
my respectful consideration, 

ROBERT BARRIE. 
Brigadier General TAYLOR, &c. 
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| SPIRIT 
--. IS WAGED BY THE ENEMY. 


ae [Communicated to the House, July 31, 1813.] 


Mr. Macon, from the committee to whom was 
referred. that part of the President’s Message 
“which relates to the spirit and manner in which 
the war had been waged by the enemy,” made the 
following report : 

That they have collected and arranged all the 
testimony on this subject which could, at this 
time, be procured. This testimony is submitted 
to the consideration of the House, arranged under 
the following heads: 

: First. Bad treatment of American prisoners. 

Second. Detention of American prisoners as 
British subjects, on the plea of nativity in the do- 
minions of Britain, or of naturalization. 

Third. Detention of mariners, as prisoners of 
war,who were in England when the war was 
declared. 

Fourth. Compulsory.service of impressed Ame- 
rican seamen on board British ships-of-war. 

Fifth. Violation of flags of truce. 

Sixth. Ransom of American prisoners from In- 
dians in the British service. 

Seventh. Pillage and destruction of private 
property on the Chesapeake Bay, and in the 
neighboring country. ` 

Eighth. Massacre and burning of American 
prisoners surrendered to officers of Great Britain, 
by Indians in the British service. Abandonment 
of the remains of Americans killed in battle, or 

murdered after the surrender to the British. The 
pillage and shooting of American citizens, and the 
burning of their houses, after surrender to the 
British under the guarantee of protection. 

Ninth. Outrages at Hampton, in Virginia. 

The evidence under the first head demonstrates 
that the British Government has adopted a rigor 
of regulation unfriendly to the comfort, and ap- 

- parently unnecessary to the safé keeping, of Ame- 
rican prisoners, generally. It shows, also, instances 
of a departure from the customary rules of war, by 
the selection and confinement in close prisons of 
particular persons, and the transportation of them, 
for undefined causes, from the ports of the British 
colonies to the island of Great Britain. 

The evidence under the second head establishes 
the fact, that, however the practice of detaining 
American citizens as British subjects may be re- 
garded as to the principle it involves, that such 
detentions continue to occur, through the agency 
of the naval and other commanders of that Gov- 
ernment. It proves, too, that, however unwilling 
to allow other nations to naturalize her subjects, 
Great Britain is disposed to enforce the obligation 
entered into by their citizens, when naturalized 
under her own laws. This practice, even sup- 
posing the release of every person thus detained, 
obviously subjects our captured cilizens, upon 
mere suspicion, to hardships and perils from which 
they ought to be exempt, according to the estab- 
lished rules in relation to prisoners of war. 

The evidence under the third head shows that, 
while all other American citizens were permitted 
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laration of war, all mariners who were in the 
dominions of Great Britain, whether they resórt-- 


ed to her ports, in time of peace, for lawful pire 4 


poses, or were forced into them under the pretence 
of illegal commerce, are considered prisoners of 
war. The injustice of this exception is not more 
apparent than the jealousy it discloses towards 
that useful class of our fellow-citizens. 
committee can but remark, that, if the practice 
of hiring American seamen to navigate British 
vessels is generally adopted and authorized, and 
that it is suffered appears from the advertisement ` 
of George Maude, the British agent at Port Royal, 
which is to be found with the testimony collected 
under the first head, that the naval strength of 
that empire will be increased in proportion to the 
number of our seamen in bondage. The preseüt 
war having changed the relation of the twocoun- 
tries, the pretended right of impressment can no 
longer be exercised, but the same end may be ác- 
complished by the substitution of this mode. Ev: 
ery seaman thus employed (the terms of whose 
engagement have not been ascertained) increases 
the naval strength of the enemy, not only by de- 
priving the United States of his active services 
but by enabling Great Britain to carry on, an 
even extend, her commerce, without dim. 
the number of sailors employed in her vessels o 
war. are 

The testimony collected under the fourth head 
proves, that it is the ordinary practice of the offi- 
cers of British armed vessels to force impressed 
Americans to serve against their eountry by 
threats, by corporal punishment, and even by the 
fear of immediate execution—an instructing com- 
mentary upon the professions of the Government 
of its readiness to release impressed American 
seamen, found on board ships of war. 

On the evidence collected under the fifth head 
it is only necessary to observe, that, in one case, 
(the case of Dr. McKeehan,) the enormity is in- 
creased by the circumstance of the flag being di- 
vested of everything of a hostile character, having 
solely for its object the relief of the wounded and 
suffering prisoners who were taken at the river 
Raisin on the 22d January, 1813. Thetreatment 
of Dr. McKeehan, not by the allies of Britain, but 
by the officers of her army, can only be rationally 
accounted for by the supposition, that it was con- 
sidered good policy to deter American surgeons 
from going to the relief of their countrymen, as 
the Indian surgeons had a more speedy.and effec- 
tual mode of relieving their sufferings. " 

The evidence respecting ihe ransom of Ameri- 
cau prisoners from Indians, collected under the 
sixth head, deserves attention, principally from 
the policy it indicates, and as it is connected with 
Indian cruelties. Considering the savages as at 
auxiliary military force in the pay of Great Brit- 
ain, the amount of ransom may be regarded as 
part of their stipulated compensation for military 
service ; and,'as ransoms would be increased, an 
their value enhanced, by the terror inspired by the 
most shocking barbarities, it may be fairly con- 
cluded, whatever may be the intention of the 
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British Government, that the practice of redeem- | Canadian frontier, unless such detestation is to be 


ing captives by pecuniary means will be occa- 
sionally quickened, by the butchery of our fellow- 
citizens, and by indignities offered to their remains, 


as long as the Indiansare employed by the enemy. | 


The justice of this conclusion is confirmed by the 


presumed from the choice of an Indian trophy as 
an ornament for the legislative hall of Upper 
Canada. 

The committee have considered it their duty 
to submit the evidence collected under the ninth 


testimony of those witnesses who were retained | head of the atrocities committed at Hampton, al- 


ry 


after ransóm as prisoners of war. 

. 'The'testimony collected under the seventh head 
shows, that the private property of unarmed citi- 
zens has been pillaged by the officers and crews 


->of the British vessels of war on our coast, their 
, houses burnt, and places of publie worship muti- 


lated and defiled. It appears that the officers, 
animated by the presence of Admiral Cockburn, 
particularly distinguished themselves in these ex- 
ploits. This evidence proves, that they were gov- 
erned by the combined motives of avarice and 
revenge; not satisfied with bearing off, for their 
own convenience, the valuable articles found, the 
others, which furnished no allurements to their 
cupidity, were wantonly defaced and destroyed. 
It has been alleged, in palliation of these acts of 
wanton cruelty, that a flag sent on shore by the 
Admiral was fired upon by the American militia. 
The evidence proves this not to have been the 
fact. This pretence has been resorted to only 
to excuse conduct which no circumstances can 
justify. 

The committee forbear to make any observa- 
tions upon thetestimony collected under the eighth 
head, trom a perfect conviction that no person of 
this or any other nation can read the simple nar- 
rative of the different witnesses of the grossest 
violations of honor, justice, and humanity, with- 
out the strongest emotions of indignation and hor- 
ror. That these outrages were perpetrated by 
Indians is neither palliation nor excuse. Every 
civilized nation is answerable for the conduct of 
the allies under their command, and, while they 
partake of the advantages of their successes, they 
are equally partakers of the odium of their crimes. 
The British forces concerned in the affair of the 
22d, at the river Raisin, are more deeply impli- 
cated in the infamy of these transactions than by 
this mode of reasoning, however correct. The 
massacre of the 23d January, after the capitula- 
tion, was perpetrated without any exertion on 
their-part to prevent it; indeed, it is apparent, 
from all the circumstances, that, if the British 
officers did not connive at their destruction, they 
were criminally indifferent about the fate of the 
wounded prisoners. But what marks morestrongly 
the degradation of the character of the British sol- 
diers is, the refusal of the last offices of humanity 
to the bodies of the dead. The bodies of our coun- 
trymen were exposed to every indignity, and be- 
came food for brutes, in the sight of men who 
affect a sacred regard to the dictates of honor and 
religion. Low, indeed, is the character of that 
army which is reduced to the confession that their 
savage auxiliaries will not permit them to perform 
the rites of sepulture to theslain. The committee 
have not been able to discover even the expression 
of that detestation which such conduct must in- 
spire from the. military or civil authority on the 
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though these enormities have been committed 
since their appointment. These barbarities may 
be rationally considered as the consequence of the 
example set by the officers of the naval force on 
our coast. Human turpitude is always progress- 
ive, and soldiers are prepared for the perpetration 
of the most dreadful crimes by the commission 
of minor offences with impunity. That troops 
who had been instigated by the example of their 
officers to plunder the property and burn the 
houses of unarmed citizens, should proceed to 
rape and murder, need not excite surprise, how- 
ever it may inspire horror. For every detestable 
violation of humanity an excuse is fabricated or 
found. The wounded prisoners on the Northern 
frontier were massacred by Indians; the sick mur- 
dered; and the women violated at Hampton, by 
the foreign troops in the pay of Great Britain. 
These pretexts, admitting them to be true, are as 
disgraceful as the conduct which made a resort 
to them necessary. Honor and magnanimity not 
only forbid the soldier to perpetrate crimes, but 
require every exertion on his part to prevent them. 
If, in defiance of discipline, acts of violence are 
committed upon any individual entitled to pro- 
tection, the exemplary punishment of the offend- 
er can alone vindicate the reputation of the nation 
by whom heisemployed. Whether such exertions 
were made by the British soldiers, or the charac- 
ter of the British nation thus vindicated, the evi- 
dence will show. 

The shrieks of the innocent victims of infernal 
lust, at Hampton, were heard by the American 
prisoners, but were too weak to reach the ears or 
disturb the repose of the British officers, whose 
duty, as men, required them to protect every fe- 
male whom the fortune of war had thrown into 
their power. The committee will not dwell on 
this hatefulsubject. Human language affords no 
termsstrong enough to express the emotions which 
the examination of this evidence has awakened ; 
they rejoice that these acts have appeared so in- 
credible to the American people, and, for the honor 
of human nature, they deeply regret that the evi- 
dence so clearly establishes their truth. In the 
correspondence between the commander of the 
American and British forces will be found what 
is equivalent to an admission of the facts by the 
Briush commander. The committee have yetto 
learn that the punishment of the offenders has fol- 
lowed the conviction of their guilt. The power 
of retaliation being vested by law in the Exzecu- 
tive Magistrate. no measure is considered neces- 
sary to be proposed but the resolution annexed to 
this report. As such enormities, instead of in- 
spiring terror, as was probably intended, are, in 
the opinion of the committee, calculated to pro- 
duce a contrary effect, they submit, for the con- 
sideration of the House, the following resolution: 
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Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to have collected and pre- 
sented to this House, during the continuance of 
the present war, evidence of every departure by 
the enemy from the ordinary modes of conduct- 
ing war among civilized nations. 


DOCUMENTS. 


No. 1.—Bad treatment of American Prisoners 
by the British. 
WasurncTon, May 24, 1813. 


Sir: I have received your favor of the 22d in- 
stant, and hasten to reply to the questions therein, 
respecting the case of Captain Jeduthan Upton, 
late commander of the privateer brig Hunter, of 
Salem. Captain Upton was taken in the month, 
I believe, of November last, off the Western islands, 
by the British frigate Phoebe, Captain Hilliard. 
In chase, Captain Upton, as is usual in such cases, 
threw his guns overboard to ease his vessel, in 
hopes by that means to facilitate his escape from 
‘the enemy; but this not availing, he was, as 
above stated; taken and carried into Plymouth, in 
England, where, on his arrival, he was immedi- 
ately, with his first lieutenant, Mr. Wayne, put 
into Mill prison, and refused his parol, ou the 
plea he had not on board, when captured, four- 
teen mounted carriage guns above the caliber of 
four pounders. After having been thus closely 
confined for three or four months in a filthy jail, 
they were in the month of March taken out and 
sent on board the prison ship at Chatham. where, 
when I left England in April last, they still were, 
in a worse situation, if possible, than in Mill prison. 
The allowance, sir, to American prisoners, in 
England, you are acquainted with; it is there- 
fore, not necessary for me to mention it here. It 
is but justice to state, that the captain of the Phebe 
petitioned the Transport Board, and used every 
exertion in his power to obtain the parols of Cap- 
tain Upton and Mr. Wayne, but all would not do; 
they were deaf to his petition, lost as they are to 
‘every sentiment of honor, and every principle of 
humanity. 

Except Captain Upton and his first lieutenant, 
all the rest of his officers and crew were sent on 
board the prison ship on their first arrival at Ply- 
mouth; among them was the doctor of the Hun- 
ter, Mr. Carter, who came home in the cartel 
Robinson Potter. What I have stated respecting 
the treatment of Captain Upton and Mr. Wayne, 
I know to be facts, as I had the honor of spending 
twenty-four hours in Mill prison with them, and 

heard those facts related by themselves. 

Very respectfully, &c. A. COFFIN, Jr. 


J. Mason, Esq., Com. Gen. of Prisoners. 


Navy Yarn, CuanLESTOWN, June 3, 1813. 


Sin: I have the honor to enclose to you a depo- 
sition respeeting the inhuman treatment, which 
Mr. Nichols, late commander of the private arm- 
ed ship Decatur, belonging to Newburyport, has 

- received from the British Government at Barba- 
does. Ihave been credibly informed that Cap- 


tain Nichols is a very respectable and correct 
man, therefore a fair presumption, that he has not 
committed himself in such a manner as ought to 
deprive him of the established rights of a prisoner 
of war. Any measure which the Government of 
our country may see proper to adopt in conse- 
quence of this communication, I shall readily at- 
tend to. I have the honor, &c. A 

WM. BAINBRIDGE. 


Hon. W. Jones, Secry Navy. 


I, James Foot of Newburyport, in the county 
of Essex, and Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
mariner, testify and depose, that I was a prize 
master on board the private armed brigantine De- 
catur, of Newburyport, in her late cruise, Wil- 
liam Nichols, commander; that, on the 18th day 
of January, now last past, the said brigantine was 
captured by His Britannic Majesty’s frigate Sur- 
prise, commanded by Captain Cochran, and car- 
ried into Barbadoes. After our arrival in Barba- 
does, Captain Nichols, with the other officers of 
the Decatur, were paroled. About two months 
after our arrival, His Britannic Majesty’s frigate 
Vesta arrived in Barbadoes, and through the in- 
fluence of the commander of the Vesta, Captain 
Nichols, without any known or pretended cause, 
was arrested and held in close confinement, with- 
out liberty to speak to any of his officers or any 
other American. The place where Captain Nich- 
ols was confined, was about four feet in width, and 
about seven feet in length, on board a prison ship, 
where he remained for thirty-four days, as nearly 
as Í can recollect, and was then taken on hoard 
His Majesty's ship Tribune, and carried to Eng- 
land. What the cause of the unwarrantable and 
unjustifiable conduct of the enemy towards Cap- 
tain Nichols was, I am unable to state; there 
were several reports in circulation ; one was, that 
he was to be carried to England and held a pris- 
oner until the release of certain men in France, 
from whom Captain Nichols recaptured his ves- 
sel, which had been taken by the British before 
the commencement of the present war between 
the two countries: another report was, that he 
was to be held until the close of the war, on ac- 
count of his having been active against the enemy, 
since the commencement of hostilities, and hav- 


ing been fortunate in a former cruise. 
JAMES FOOT. 


MASSACHUSETTS, Essex, ss: 


On this thirty-first day of May, in the year 
of our Lord 1813, personally appeared James 
Foot, the subscriber to the foregoing deposition, 
and made solemn oath that the same is true. 

Before me, JACOB GERRISH, 

Justice of the Peace. 


Extract of a letter from the Commissary General of 
Prisoners, to Alexander Stewart, Esq», United States 
Agent for prisoners at Jamaica, dated 

Max 1, 1813. 


“I enclose you a copy of an advertisement, 
said to have been taken from a Jamaica newspa- 
per, apparently put forth by the British agent for 
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prisoners, proposing to hire out American prison- 


‘ers; you will inquire into this matter, and if it 


be as has been stated, you will remonstrate strong- 
ly‘against such a practice, and inform me of the 
practice and the result." 


[Referred to in the preceding extract.] 
Porr RovAL, Nov. 25, 1812. 
Masters of vessels about to proceed-to England 
with convoy, are informed that they may be sup- 
plied with a limited number of American seamen 
(prisoners of war) to assist in navigating their 
vessels, on the usual terms, by applying to 
GEORGE MAUDE, Agent. 


` Extract from a memorial addressed to the Secretary of 


nt 


' from starving. 


State, by James Orm, Joseph B. Cook, Thomas 

‘Humphries, and others, masters of American ves- 

sels, who were prisoners of war in England, and 

returned to the United States in the cartel ship 

Robinson Potter. š 

" We shall now proceed to give as correcta 
statement as we can of the treatment of our coun- 


-trymen (prisoners of war) by the British in Eng- 


land. On the arrival at Plymouth of the masters, 
first mates, supercargoes, and passengers, they 
are sent to Mill prison, for one day and night; 
they have an iron bedstead to sleep on, witha 
small mattress which might easily be put intoa 
countryman’s wallet, and a small coarse blanket. 
The allowance for twenty-four hours, is three 
small salt herrings, or about the same weight of 
salted codfish, or.half a pound of beef, one and a 
half pounds of black bread, a little salt, &c. The 
second day they are paroled and sent to Ashbur- 
ton, twenty-four miles from Plymouth ; they must 
pay their own expensesto getthere. While they 
are there they are allowed 1s. 3d. per diem, or 8s. 
9d.sterling per week. Beef is 10d. per pound, bread 
in proportion, and every other necessary equally 
dear. The mates, who have nothing but their 
pay to live upon, join together, eight or ten in a 
mess hire a room, and do their own cooking, 
washing, &c., and in this way make out to keep 
Masters, supercargoes, and pas- 
sengers generally, have other resources, through 
their correspondents in England, and make out 
to live, by great economy, at from 30s. to 35s. ster- 
ling per week; the second mates and other offi- 
cers are sent on board the different prison ships. 
On board some of them they are treated by the 
commanding officer as well as the nature of their 
Situation will admit; on board of some others, 
they are very badly treated. This, it will natu- 
rally occur to you, sir, is owing to the different 
characters of the different commanders. Their 
allowance is ten and a half pounds of brown 
bread, two and a half pounds beef, two pounds bad 
fish, two pounds potatoes, and ten ounces barley 
per week, for each man, and five ounces salt per 
week, for ten men. The prison ships are kept 
very filthy, and the prisoners are confined below 
at4 P. M, and are kept in that situation until 
Tor8 A. M. At Portsmouth, particularly, they 
are very sickly, and weare informed die very fast, 
some days from eight to ten; in fact, they are 


very sickly on board all of them ; several of this 
description came home in the Robinson Potter 
cartel, and had, when they came on board, the 
appearance of having made their escape from a 
church-yard. It is not perhaps amiss, that we 
should state what we firmly believe; that is, it is 
the policy of the British Government to select 
the sickly to be first sent in cartels, and keep the 
hale and hardy seamen until they become sickly ; 
thus rendering the whole of those gallant sons of 
Neptune, who escape death, when they return to 
their homes, at least for some time, perfectly 
useless to themselves, and quite so to their coun- 
try, from their debilitated state; and, in fact, the 
probability is, that many of them will carry to 
their graves the indelible stamp upon their con- 
stitutions of the treatment which they received 
on board British prison-ships; for that nation 
seems to have lost its boasted humanity, and if 
we did not find the word in their vocabulary, we 
should suppose it had never found a place there. 
Many of the seamen, prisoners on board those 
prison-ships, are impressed Americans, who have 
given themselves up, refusing to fight against 
their country. 

* Four hundred on board the fleet in the Medi- 
terranean, a short time before we left England, 
surrendered themselves, and were sent to Gibral- 
tar and England; several of them were most se- 
verely flogged for refusing to do their duty, were 
put in irons, and most of them, to their immortal 
credit, submitted to the severest punishment in 
preference to assist the enemies of their country. 
Some of us, whose signatures are annexed, were 
witnesses to the cruel fact. A tablet of gold is 
not rich enough to inscribe the names of such 
men upon ; and when a country can boast of such 
seamen, she has nothing to fear from the enemy 
on the ocean on any equal footing. Captain 
Jeduthan Upton, late master of the private armed 
brig Hunter, of Salem, of fourteen guns, because 
he threw thera overboard in chase, was not al- 
lowed his parole, but kept in close confinement 
for along time in Mill prison, and lately has been 
sent on board a prison-ship at Chatham. We 
mention these facts in hopes that Government 
will retaliate exaetly in the same way. Captain 
Samuel Turner, late master of the Purseschooner, 
of New York, was taken on his passage to France, 
in October, 1811, prior to the war, and in retak- 
ing his vessel, the prize master, a British mid- 
shipman, was killed ; he arrived safely in France, 
and on his return to America, was again taken, 
in June, 1812, and sent to England, when being 
recognised, he was immediately arrested and sent 
on board the St. Salvador, Admiral Calder's flag 
ship, at Plymouth, where he remained a close 
prisoner until about January or February last, 
when he was sent on board the prison-ship at 
Chatham, where we fear he wil! remain until 
death relieves him ; he has been very ill treated, 
much abused, put in irons, and often threatened 
to be hanged. These facts, some of us who sign 
this were witness to. We pray, in the name of 
justice, that Government will take, without de- 
lay, the case of Captain Turner, into their se- 
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¥idus.consideration; it is a case which we think 
demands it; and the only way to prevent that 
nation from committing further outrages so de- 
grading to human nature. We find in Roman 
history, that an injury or insult offered to a Ro- 
man citizen by a foreign Power, was considered 
as an insult offered to the whole Roman nation, 
and hope this will also be the American creed, 
beeause we believe it will be the surest way of 
putting a stop to those indignities which Ameri- 
cans. have so often been obliged to suffer. We 
are, however, no advocates for cruelty, but, on 
the, contrary, for lenity; yet we still believe that, 
in certain cases, retaliation is not only necessary, 
but becomes a duty to prevent further cruelties 
on the part of an enemy.” ' 


Nassau, November 27, 1812. 


- Dear Bnornzen: I embrace this, the earliest 
Opportunity of communicating to you, that, on 
‘the Sth instant, fifteen days out, we fell in with 
and:captured the fine copper-bottomed ship Ve- 
nus, vessel and cargo worth at least twenty-five 
thousand dollars. On the twelfth, pursuing our 
course, and within five day’s run of your place, 
we were captured by His Majesty’s sloop Mo- 
selle, George Moubray, commander, and brought 
into this place. We remained on board the sloop 
two or three days, and on the 19th were trans- 
ferred from thence to the prison-ship, where we 
are now imprisoned, with an allowance of six 
ounces of bread, three gills of rice, eight ounces 
of the worst of beef, including bone, which is as 
much as meat, with as much brackish water as 
we can use; guarded day and night by ten or fif- 
teen savage Africans, who are total strangers to 
humanity, and contined every evening at sun- 
down, not to be released until sun-rise, abused to 
the lowest degree by the guard, and compelled to 
find salt for, and cook, our own victuals with 
green mangoes. None of us are ever permitted, 
under any conditions whatever, to visit the shores, 
with many other barbarous aets, which are too 
numerous to describe. This will be conveyed 
by the eartel sloop, Captain Cooper, being the 
second cartel which has sailed since our arrival 
here. ` 
A schooner from Baltimore was only allowed 
eight men, and Cooper, who brought sixty-four 
prisoners, is only allowed eighteen in return, 
while we, eighteen in number, are detained in 
this miserable place; for which we cànnot assign 
any reason, except to punish us as privateersmen, 
or as hostages for those twelve lately detained in 
Charleston ; this last is the general belief, and as 
such, I deem a communication of the circum- 
stance essential to Commodore Dent, commander 
of the Southern station, that he may look to it 
and inquire the cause why Americans are to be 
detained here two or three months, while more 
prisoners have been received here, by a great 
many, than what have.been sent to the United 
‘States. Men who have arrived here since we, 
have been sent off; they proceed with no degree 


of regularity in the exchange of prisoners, and. 


here. 


act in open contradiction to everything right, 
and I really believe that, except you make known. 
the circumstances, and use some favorable exer- 
tions, that some of us will be intentionally de- 
tained until the end of our present contest with 
Great Britain. 


Asl wish your exertions for cur exchange, I 


have subjoined a list of those who are thus mis- 
erably treated, that we may be demanded in a 
proper way. The Rapid’s crew have been im- 
prisoned here nearly three months, and have now 


no prospect of getting away, while the crews of 


two other privateers have been released. 


Crew of the Lovely Lass.—Lieutenant Autine 


Lambert, William L. Robeson, William Thom- 
as, John Crandel, David Ashton, John Gama- 
che, John Hynes, Darius Swain, and John Mc- 


Kenzie. . : 

Rapids Crew.—Captain Lameson, Peter La 
Vella, George Alexander, James T. Miller, Fran- 
cis Martin, and Gaugion Bigulows. . 

Other Prisoners.—Simon West and Matthew 


Bridge. 


I wrote Mr. Peck, and requested him to forward 
me a letter of introduetion to some one here, and 
also a protection showing that I am an American. 
As it is possible that he may not get my letter, 
you will notice my request, and pay that atten- 
tion which it deserves. 
ter to Mr. Peck, that any funds which I received 
here would be returned on application, as my ex- 
penditures will, through an economical principle, 


be as small as possible. I indulge the hope that . 


you will conform to my wishes in this particular, 
and also inform Mr. Kelly of our imprisonment 
here, and request his influence in facilitating our 
exchange, with any other service. l 

We have no chance of gaining information, 
here. Every person uses every exertion to keép 
us in ignorance; however, we are enabled to say, 
that the English prisoners have generally com- 
bined in speaking well of the treatment they re- 
ceived in the United States. 

I am, your affectionate brother, . MG 

. WM. L. ROBESON. 

Capt. Tuomas J. ROBESON. " 

N. B. The Moselle, Rhodian, and Variable, 
three men of war, have just convoyed five or six 
vessels over the bar, bound to some part of Eng- 
land ; it is supposed that they will return to cruise 
off Charleston. In case you address or send any- 
thing for me to this place, you will direct to the 
care of Messrs. Bain, Dunshe, & Co., merchants 
Iam, yours, &c. W. L. R. 


À Hartrorp, May 9, 1813. 
Sır: Annexed is Captain Samuel Chew’s dep- 
osition, taken before Judge Edwards, at New 


Haven. Weexpected it in season to have for- , 


warded it by Mr. Dodd, but received it last even- 
ing by Mr. Huntington, the United States’ Attor- 
ney for Connecticut district, and now forward it 
to you per mail Yours, respectfully. 
LUTHER SAVAGE, & Co. 
Hon. James MONROE. 
e 


I mentioned, in my let- ` 
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Connecticut DISTRICT, ss. 


% : On this day, the 7th of May, in the year of our 
Lord, eighteen hundred and thirteen, personally 
tame before me, Pierpont Edwards, Judge of the 
district court of the United States, for the district 
aforesaid, Samuel Chew, of the eity of New Ha- 
ven, in the said distriet, and being duly sworn, 
deposetb, That he was at Bridgetown, in the 
Island of Barbadoes. in the West Indies, in the 
month of February now last past; that, on board 
the prison-ship at Barbadoes, there were confined 
about five hundred and twenty-three American 
prisoners, of the crews of private armed vessels 
of the United States and merchantmen, captured 
since the war. At the time the deponent was 
at Barbadoes the American prisoners were sup- 
plied with bread and some meat; as to vegetables, 
the deponent was not informed. The regula- 
tions on board the said prison-ship compelled the 
prisoners to go below decks, where they were 
confined at evening and until morning ; as many 
as could were. suspended in hammocks, and still 
there was not sufficient room. below them for all 
tolie down. In this respect the situation of the 
pour was not only extremely uncomfortable, 
- but hazardous, and more especially, should there 
be, as was apprehended, a scarcity of provisions 
during the approaching hot months. "The depo- 
fient was not permitted to-go on board said prison- 
Ship, but derived his information from masters of 
-vessels, prisoners at said island, who were allowed 
occasionally to go on board said prison-ship, with 
whom the deponent is personally acquainted, and 
-in whose representations he has the most perfect 
confidence, and entertains no doubt of the facts 
‘by them stated; and this statement is given at 
‘the request of the friends of some of the prison- 
ers at Barbadoes, particularly of the crew of the 
‘privateer Blockade, at Hartford. 
PIERPONT EDWARDS, 
District Judge of Connecticut Dist. 


l I, Pierpont Edwards, Judge of the district | 


court of the United States for the Connecticut 
district, do hereby certify and make known to all 
whom it may concern, that Captain Samuel 
Chew, the within named deponent, is a gentle- 
wian to me well known, having known him for 
many years; he is the son of Captain Samuel 
‘Chew, late of the city of New Haven, deceased, 


and who fell by a cannon ball on board an Ame-. 


Tican vessel during the Revolutionary war; that 
the said deponent is a man of strict integrity, and 
attached to the Constitution and Government of 
the United States, and the most -perfect confi- 


‘dence is due to his said representations so as- 


aforesaid sworn to. 
EE PIERPONT EDWARDS, 
District Judge of Connecticut Dist. 


MiLvinLLE Prison, August 30, 1812. 


. Str: Wethe subscribers, for ourselves and our 
countrymen, now confined as prisoners of war in 


; Milville prison, Halifax, Nova Scotia, beg leave: 
* to-represent to the American Government, that 


most of us have, for years past, made commerce 
our sole employment and hope, in which, for 
seven years or more, we have often been wan- 
tonly robbed by.the English of what we had ae- 
quired by industry and danger, and while they 
stripped us of our property, they often treated us 
with the greatest indignity, and even barbarity. 
We have seen and known that they have vio- 
lated the sacred privilege of individual liberty 
and the law of nations; we are conscious of the 
long forbearance of our Government, and their 
repeated calls upon the honor and justice of the 
British nation, which, instead of redress, added 
other injuries; and when the hope of amicable 
remuneration had failed, and for retaliation our 
Government was forced to the last resort, an ap- 
peal to arms, we felt the justness of our cause, 
and hoped for the blessing of Heaven for success. 
T'o serve our country and to make up the losses 
which we had sustained; we, under commissions 
from the President of the United States, entered 
on board of privateers,and haye unfortunately been 
captured by the British. We would state, that, 
in many instances after we had struck our colors, 
we were fired upon by cannon and muskets, by 
broadsides and volleys, and some of our men 


killed, and, after our captors had come on board, 


some of ushave been struck and severely wounded 
with cutlasses, without the least provocation for 
sueh inhumanity. Our American protections 
have been forced from us and destroyed, and 
some native American citizens have been taken 
out of our privateers and put on board British 
ships, and there obliged to serve. Most of us 


have been robbed of everything, even of the ne- 


cessary clothing. When we were going from the 
ships to prison, the officers would not permit .us 
to take our clothing and baggage with us, but 
pledged themselves that they should be sent to 
prison; but, disregarding their honor, we have 
lost all. Some of us have been marched thirty, 
and some sixty, and some one hundred and sixty 
miles over a miserable country, forced along be- 
yond our strength, half starved, and some in 
irons. Our allowance, each man per day, one 
pound and a half of bread, a half pound of poor 
beef, well proportioned with bone, one gill of peas, 
one-third of an ounce of salt. We are without 
wearing apparel and without money, or any means 
of procuring them. A cold Winter in this wretch- 
ed country fast approaches, and in our destitute 
situation we must endure everything, and many 
of us must perish. There are now of us in prison 
upwards of twelve hundred. Every art has been 
praetised by the English officers to excite disaf- 
fection in our men to the American Government, 
and to induce them to enter into the English ser- 
vice. Necessity may oblige some to desert us 
and enter into British servitude, but we trust that 
speedy relief from our Government will save 
them from that wretched alternative of perishing 
with wantorjoining our enemies. For ourselves 
and the rest of the prisoners, we must say, we 
have now no fortunes to devote to the service of 
our country, but ve have hearts which yet feel 
-warmly the general impulse, and which we pledge, 
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if opportunity ever again presents, to devote in 
the interest and service of our country. 

We now are sufferers, but we will cheerfully 
suffer every hardship of war rather than sue for 
dishonorable peace. We respectfully request an 
exchange or some provision for relief. We feel 
the fullest eonfidence in our Government, and 
that we need only to apprize them of our situa- 
tion to insure their assistance and protection. 

Yours, &c. 

JOSEPH STARR, Boston, 

` FRED. JOHNSON, New York, 
ROBERT McKEARNY, New York, 
RICHARD RHEA, New Jersey, 
GEORGE BATTERMAN, Boston, 
JOHN. HAZELTON, Boston, 
WILLIAM DYER, Boston, 
JAMES TRASK, Boston, 
SOLOMON NORTON, Boston, 
ALEX. B. LATHAM, New London, 
DARIUS DENNISON, New York, 
ESTWICK PRAY, Portsmouth, 
WILLIAM TEMOLD, Portsmouth, 

. FORBES DALA, Portland, 
CHAS. THOMPSON, Jr. New York. 

Hon. James Monroe, Sec’ry of State &c. 


Dragon seventy-four, subjects of His Britannie 
Majesty, to be held responsible for the. safety of 
John Stephens, carpenter, and Thomas King 
seaman, part of the crew of the late United States? 
brig Vixen. ; 

l flatter myself, sir, that this subject will com- 
mand your early attention, and that you will 
cause the officer and seamen of the Vixen to be 
immediately released and returned. to this coun- 
try, according to their destination when taken 
from the cartel. s 

Very respectfully, I have the honor to be, sir, 
your most obedient servant. J. MASON. 

To Colonel Toomas BARCLAY, &c. 


H. M. S. Poictizrs, May 8, 1813. 
Sin: Iam sorry I am under the necessity of 
detaining John Stevens and Thomas King, late of 
the Vixen, in consequence of their being British 
subjects. 
Tam, sir, your obedient servent. 
J. P. BERESFORD. 
To Lieutenant DRAYTON. 


U.S. FRIGATE CONSTELLATION, 
; Off Norfolk, May 20, 1813. 
Sir: I have the honor to represent. to your Ex- 


TM No. e cellency, that a part of the officers and crew of 
Detention of American Prisoners as British | the late United States’ brig Vixen, returning from 
subjects. Jamaica on parole as prisoners of war, were, on 


entering the Delaware, taken out of the flag of 
truce by Commodore Beresford, commanding on 
that station, and detained until a part of the crew 
of the Poictiers, then prisoners at Philadelphia, 
were demanded by him and sent down in ex- 
change; that ultimately he detained on board the 
Poictiers John Stevens, carpenter, and Thomas 
King, seaman, late of the. United States! brig 
Vixen, on the plea of their being subjects of His 
Britannic Majesty. " 

'This violation of the rights of prisoners on par- 
ole is so contrary to the usage of all civilized na- 
tions, that I trust your Excelleney will give such 
instructions upon that head as will prevent a simi- 
lar violation in future. i 

I have itin command, from my Government, 
.to state to your Excellency that, in retaliation for 
so violent and unjust a procedure, on the part of 
Commodóre Beresford, in detaining the above 
Mr. John Stevens and Thomas King, that four 
subjects of His Britannic Majesty will be imme- 
diately selected and held in durance, subject to 


Orrics Comm’ry Gen’t OF PRISONERS, 
Wasuineton, June 10, 1813. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit the copy of 
a letter from Captain Stewart, commanding the 
United States? naval forces at Norfolk, dated the 
20th of May, to Admiral Warren, and that ofa 
letter from Rear Admiral Cockburn, dated the 
21st of May, in reply, relative to a most unjusti- 
fiable act of Commodore Beresford, as to part of 
the officers and crew of the Jate United States’ 
brig Vixon, at the rnouth of the Delaware. Leav- 
ing the general question of the interference of 
Commodore Beresford with the prisoners of war 
returning on parole, and the exaction made by 
him in consequence of the irregular power thus 
assumed, on the ground on which Captain Stewart 
has very properly placed it, I will remark, that 
Captain Stewart was certainly misapprehended 
by Admiral Cockburn, in attributing to him the 
intention of conveying a threat, as to the final 
detention of two of the American prisoners. On 
the contrary, the expression used by Captain 
Stewart communicates, in very plain terms, the 
decision of this Government, then already made, 
that four of His Britannic Majesty’s subjects 
should be immediately selected and held in dur- 
ance, subject to the same treatment in all re- 
spects, &c. 

And Ihave now to inform you, sir, that, in 
virtue of this decision, and by an order from this 
office, the Marshal of Massachusetts has designa- 
ted, and placed in close confinement, William 
Kitto, carpenter, and Thomas Deddingfield, boats- 
wain of the late British packet Swallow, and 
John Squirrel and James Russel, seamen of the 


be shown towards the aforesaid two persons du- 
ring their detention. I hope your Excellency 
will give this subject your earliest attention, and 
direct the release of Mr. Stevens and Thomas 
King, who have been so improperly detained on 
board the Poictiers. l 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
Excellency’s most obedient servant, 
CHARLES STEWART, 
Com. at Norfolk. 
Right Hon. Sir Jonn B. WARREN. 
Admiral of the Blue, $c. 
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Sap MARLBOROUGH, 
` In Lynhaven Bay, May 21, 1813. 


zig: In the absence of Sir John Warren, I have 
the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your let- 
ter under date of the 20th current, complaining 
of the conduct of Commodore Beresford towards 
some American prisoners of war returning to 
Philadelphia on parole, and of his having detained 
on board the Poictiers Mr. John Stevens and 
Thomas King. 
. No report of these circumstances have yet 
reached Sir John Warren or myself from Com- 
modore Beresford ; but I have no hesitation in 
assüring you, sir, that every inquiry would have 
been made into them, and every satisfaction and 
explanation thereon, which the case might have 
required, would have been offered to your Gov- 
ernment and yourself, with the least possible de- 
lay, had it not been for the threat. with which your 
representation on this subject is accompanied, the 
tenor of which being likely to produce an entire 
change in the aspect of cur communications, and 
particularly in what relates to the individuals 
which the fate of war has placed within the power 
of our respective nations, it totally precludes the 
possibility of my entering further into the subject 
than to assure you your letter shall be transmit- 
ted to the right honorable the Commander-in- 
Chief by the earliest opportunity, and whenever 
his answer arrives it shall be forwarded to you 
without delay. 
. L have the honor to be, sir, with high consider- 
ation, your most obedient humble servant, 
: G. COCKBURN, Rear. Admiral. 
Captain STEWART, &c. 


Suank, Pon? Rovar, (Jamaica,) 
March 20, 1813. 


Sim: Captain Moubray, of His Majesty’s sloop 
Moselle, has just sent to me the copy of a letter 
from you to him, and another to Mr. Cook, of 
His Majesty's late sloop Rhodian, dated the 25th 
ult., respecting six men* mentioned in the margin, 
who were sent here from the Bahamas as having 
been taken in the American privateer Sarah Ann, 
and supposed to be subjects of His Majesty ; but, 
as no proof to what country they belong has been 
adduced, it has never been my intention to bring 
them to trial, and they are at present on board the 
prison ships, waiting an exchange of prisoners. 

Iam, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

CHARLES STIRLING, 
Vice Admiral. 
CuaRLEs R. Simpson, Esq. - 


Harem, June 1, 1813. 
Sin: I beg leave to refer you to a communica- 
tion which took place some time in the Autumn 
or Winter preceding, between Mr. Baker, His 
Majesty’s late agent for prisoners of war, and 
Mr. Monroe, Secretary of State, respecting six of 


* Edward Dick, Thomas Rodgers, Adam Taylor, |y 


John Gaul, Mike Pluck, George G. Roberts. 


the crew of the late American privateer Sarah 
Ann, Richard Moon, captured by His Majesty’s 
sloop Rhodian, John George Ross, Esq., Com- 
mander, whose names are inserted in the margin, 
and who, it appears, were sent to Jamaica, to 
which station the Rhodian belonged, on suspicion 
of their being subjects of His Majesty. And I 
further request your attention toa letter from 
Major General Pinckney to the Secretary of War, 
dated Headquarters, Charleston, 4th of Novem- 
ber, 1812, from which it appears that twelve of 
His Majesty’s subjects, then prisoners of war at 
Charleston, were held in prison to answer in their 
persons for the fate of the six men, of the Sarah 
Ann privateer, seat to Jamaica. 

I have the honor to enclose you the copy ofa 
letter from Vice Admiral Stirling, commanding 
His Majesty’s ships of war on the Jamaica station, 
to Mr. Simpson, late sub-agent for prisoners of - 
war at Charleston, from which you will perceive, 
that the six men of the Sarah Ann are considered 
by the Admiral as American prisoners generally, 
and are now on board a prison ship, in common 
with other American prisoners. 

Having given you this information with respect 
to the six men of the Sarah Ann privateer, I have 
to request you will take the necessary measures 
to have the contingent responsibility which it was 
thought proper to attach to the persons of twelve 
British seamen, now in prison at Charleston, 
taken off, and that they may be informed thereof. 

I understand that John Gaul, one of the six 
men, was, paroled, and arrived at Georgetown, 
South Carolina, in the brig Cyprus, and that he 
has reported himself to the Marshal, who informed 
Mr. Simpson "that he had sent on to the Depart- 
ment of State his parole.” 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, 
your most humble servant, 


THOMAS BARCLAY. 


Orrice Comm’ry Gen’. or PRISONERS, 
Washington, June 9, 1813, 

Sir: I learn, with pleasure, by the letter you 
did me the honor to address me on the 1st instant, 
and the letter from Admiral Stirling you have 
enclosed, that the six men belonging to the Ameri- 
can privateer Sarah Ann, detained in October 
last, and sent to Jamaica to be tried as British 
subjects, have been restored to the ordinary state 
of prisoners of war, to wait an exchange, and 
that there is now no intention to bring them to 
trial. 

I very cheerfully comply with your request, 
sir, and have this day directed the Marshal of 
South Carolina to restore in like manner, to the 
ordinary state of prisoners of war, the twelve 
British seamen, confined under the orders of this 
Government, by him, and to inform them that 
the responsibility attached to their persons for the 
safety of the men of the Sarah Ann has been 
taken off. 

Very respectfully, I have the honor to be, sir, 
our most obedient servant, J. MASON. 
Colonel Tuomas BARCLAY. 
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20 CHILLICOTHE, June 8, 1813. 

> Sır: I feel it my duty to lay before you the 
ease of William MeDowel Scott, late of Detroit, 
an unfortunate fellow-citizen, who has been seized 
and apprehended by the British commanding 
officer at Detroit and sent to Quebec, where he 

: is now confined under pretence of being a British 
subject, and one found in arms in behalf of the 
United States against that Government. 

William McDowel Scott is a native of Ireland, 

and emigrated to the United States about eighteen 

' years since, He resided for some years in the 
State of New York, and in the Summer of 1800, 
he came to Detroit, established himself as a 
physician, and has ever since resided there. He 
has been naturalized agreeably to the laws of the 
United States, and this fact is well known to the 
British Government: and both in the Territory of 
Indiana, before that "Territory was divided, and 
subsequently in the Territory of Michigan, he 
has held, and filled with respect and fidelity, some 
of the first offices in those two Territories. 

“Such, for example, as a justice of the peace 
and a judge of the common pleas in the Indiana 
Territory, and subsequently Marshal of the Terri- 
tory of Michigan. 

;fn all these offices, sir, and in every other situ- 

. ation, in which Doctor Scott’s public and politi- 
cal character has or can be viewed, he has uni- 
formly manifested an undeviating attachment to 
the principles of our Constitution and the Ad- 
ministration of this Government. 

. His support, in the present cause, during the 
time that General Hull lay at Sandwich and 
Detroit, was not outdone by any person whatever. 
In faet it was his unwearled exertions that have 
provoked and spirited up the British to that line 
of conduct and persecution they are now pursuing 
towards him. 

Proctor, who sent him from Detroit, and Sir 
George Prevost, who received him at Fort George 
and forwarded him to Quebec, threaten to treat 
him with all ihe severities authorized by the 
laws of nations and usages of war, in cases of an 
actual bona fide British subject found in arms 
against that Government. 

.I do not, for myself, however, entertain a belief 
that they will dare to put their threats into exe- 
cution to their full extent. But, sir, without the 
interference of the Government, they will detain 
him during the war, and they will make his life 
so wretched and miserable that death would be 
a welcome messenger. 

I hope, sir, the occasion will be a sufficient 
apology for obtruding this communication upon 

ou. Í am amongst the number of those who 

ave not the honor of a personal acquaintance 
with you. But General Taylor, who I look to as 
the.bearer of it, is a gentleman to whom I am 
personally known, and who has likewise.a pretty 
correct knowledge of the character of Doctor 

Scott. ; 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, 


your obedient servant, 
on)! E. BRUSH. 
The Hon. James Monroes, Esq. l 


Extract of a letter from John Mitchell, Esq., agent for 
American prisoners of war at Halifax, to the Secre- 
tary of State, dated : 

May 28, 1813. 
*[ have just been informed by the agent for 
prisoners, that Mr. John Light, of the Julian 

Smith, a privateer commanded by Captain Henry 

Cooper, will be detained here in consequence of 

his having, previous to the war, taken the oath of 

allegiance.in this province, (Nova Scotia,) and 
commanded a vessel out of this place (Halifax.) 

Mr. Light was lieutenant of the privateer captured 

by the Nymph, the 12th May, 1813.” 


H. M. S. Porcters, May 8, 1813. | 
Sır: I am sorry Iam under the necessity of 
detaining J. Stevens and T. King, late of the 
Vixen, in consequence of their being British 
subjects. 
Tam, sir, your very obedient servant, 
J. P. BERESFORD. 
To Lieutenant DRAYTON. 


The original is in the possession of the Com- 
missary General of Prisoners. 
: W. JONES. 


; Navy Department, May 17, 1813. 
Sin: You are hereby authorized and instructed 
to address a letter to Admiral Sir John Borlase- 
Warren, representing the following facts and de- 
termination, viz: That a part of the officers and 
crew of the United States! brig Vixen were re- 
turning from Jamaica, on parole, as prisoners of 
war, and entering the Delaware, when Commo- 
dore Beresford caused them to be brought on 
board the Poictiers, and detained until a part of 
the crew of that ship, whom he demanded in ex- 
change, were sent down from Philadelphia; that 
ultimately, he detained John Stevens, carpenter, 
and Thomas King, seaman, two of the aforesaid 
crew of the Vixen, on the plea of their being 
British subjects, as appears by a letter from Com- 
modore Beresford to Lieutenant Drayton, late 
first of the brig Vixen; and that you are com- 
manded explicitly to declare, that, in retaliation 
for the violent and unjust detention of the said 
John Stevens and Thomas King, the Govern- 
ment of the United States will immediately cause 
four British subjects to be selected and held in 
duress, subject to the same treatment, in all re- 
spects, that the said John Stevens and Thomas 
King may receive during their detention. 
On the receipt of the Admiral’s answer, you 
will communicate the same to me without delay. 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
w. JON 


CHARLES- STEWART, Esq, — ? 
Commanding Naval Officer, Norfolk, Va. 


Colonel W. Scott to the Secretary of War. 
Wasuineron, January 30, 1813. 
Sin: I think it my duty to lay before the De- 
partment, that, on the arrival at Quebec of the 
American prisoners of war, surrendered at Queens- 
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town, they were mustered and examined by Brit- 
ish officers appointed to that duty, and every 
native botn of the United Kingdoms of Great 
Britain and Ireland sequestered and sent on board 
aship of war then in that harbor. The vessel, 
in a few days thereafter, sailed for England, with 
those persons on board. 

Between fifteen and twenty persons were thus 
taken from us, principally natives of Ireland, 
several of whom were known by their platoon 
officers to be naturalized citizens of the United 
States, and cthers to have been long residents 
within thesame. One in particular, whose name 
has escaped me, besides having complied with all 
the conditions of our naturalization laws, was 
represented by his officers to have left a wife and 
five children, all of them born within the State 
of New York. 

I distinetly understood, as well from the offi- 
cers who came on board the prison-ship for the 

_above purpose, as‘from: others, with whom I re- 
monstrated on this subject, that it was the deter- 
mination of the British Government, as expressed 
through Sir George Prevost, to punish every man, 
whom it might subject to its power, found in 
arms against the British King contrary to his 
native allegiance. 

1 have the honor to be, &c. 

W. SCOTT, 
Lieutenant Colonel U. S. 2d Artillery. 


Mr. Beasley to the Secretary of State. 
Lonvon, March 1, 1813. 
Sm: Annexed you have a copy of.a letter 
from Henry Kelly, in bebalf of himself and 
twenty-two persons. He states that they are all 
citizens of the United States, and have wives and 
families there; that they were taken last October, 
in Upper Canada, and that they were sent to this 
country because they were born within the Brit- 
ish dominions. I am, respectfully, &c. 
R. G. BEASLEY. 


On Boarn H. M. S. NAMUR, 
lying at the Nore, Feb. 6, 1813. 


Str: This is to inform you of the under named 
twenty-three American soldiers belonging to the 
13th, 6th, and Ist, regiments of the United States? 
armies. We were taken on the 13th of October, 
in Upper Canada. The reason of their sending 
us twenty-three here, is, we were born in the 
British dominions, though we are all citizens of 
the United States, and have our wives and child- 
ren there. We are in a very miserable situation 
for clothing, having drawn no winter clothes be- 
fore we were taken. We, therefore, hope you 
will send us some relief to shelter us from the 
inclemency of the weather. 

Sir, I remain your obedient servant, 


HENRY KELLY. 


Sir, these are the names of my fellow sufferers: 
Henry Blaney, George M'Cammon, John Dolton, 
Michael Condin; John Clark, Peter Burr, Andrew 
Doyle, John MeGowen, James Gill, John Fulsum, 


| were taken on board the 


Patrick MeBrabarty, Matthew Mooney, Patrick 
Karns, John Fitzgerald, John Wiley, John Don- 
nely, John Curry, Nathan Shaley, Edward Mc- 
Garigan, John: Dinnue, John Williams, George 
Johnson. 

Mr. R. G. Beasuey. 


Extract of a letter from Admiral Sir John Borlase 
Warren to the Secretary of State, dated 


Bermopa, March 8, 1813. 

“I must refer you to my letter of the 30th of 
September, 1812, in which I stated the cireum- 
stance of twelve men belonging to the Guerriere, 
taken out of a cartel by Commodore Rodgers, 
and illegally detained, upon the pretext of six 
others, who were supposed to be British subjects, 
having been sent to the United Kingdom for-ex- 
amination; since that event, five of these people, 
named in the enclosed list, have been received at 
Halifax with orders for their discharge. I, there- 
fore, request you will communieate these particu- 
lars to the President, in order that further direc- 
tions may be given respecting the Guerriere’s 


r 


men, so long confined at Boston, and to obviate ' 


the other inconveniences which must inevitably 
arise from such practices.” 


The Secretary of State to Admiral Warren (extract) 
dated April 16, 1813. 

“Tt appears by your letter (of the 8th of March, 
from Bermuda) that five only of the seamen that 
autilus and sent to 
England, in ‘confinement, have been returned. 
No account is given of the sixth. Orders have 
been issued for the release of ten of the twelve 
men, who, on the principle of retaliation, were 
confined by Commodore Rodgers at Boston. You 
will be sensible that it will be impossible, on that 
principle, to discharge the other two men until 
the sixth American seaman is returned, or such 
an explanation given of the cause of his detention, 
as, according to the circumstances of the case, 
regarding the conduct of the British Government 
towards American seamen under similar circum- 
stances, ought to be satisfactory.” 


Extract of a letter from Lieutenant F. H. Babbitt to 
Master Commandant Wm. M. Crane, of the United 
States’ Navy, (late of the United States’ brig Nau- 
tilus,) dated 

Boston, Mass., Sept. 13, 1812. 
Enclosed I send you a description of the propor- 
tion of our little erew, who have been so debased 
and traitorous as to enter the service of our enemy. 

Also, a list* of those gallant fellows, whose glory 

it would have been to have lost their lives in the 

service of their country, and whose misfortune it 
has been to cross the Atlantic on suspicion of 
their being British subjeets: four of them being 
native born Ameriean, and two naturalized citi- 
zens. On their parting with me, and removal 
from the Africa of sixty-four guns to the Thetis 


*This list is not received. 
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frigate, (the latter with a convoy from England, 
then in 43 30 N. and 46 30 W.) their last request 
and desire was, that I would particularly acquaint 
you with their situation, with their determination 
never to prove traitors to that country whose flag 
they were proud to serve under, and whose wel- 
fare and prosperity they equally hoped and anti- 


cipated to realize. 
F. H. BABBITT. 


A list of men said to have entered on board His Ma- 
jesty’s frigate Shannon, Commodore Broke. Their 
description, as far as known. 

Jesse Bates, seaman; about five feet nine in- 
ches high, dark hair and complexion, dark snap- 
ping eyes, has an impediment in his speech, and 
at times affects lunacy ; hasa wife and family in 
Boston, Massachusetts. 

Samuel Lang, marine, born in Kentucky, five 
feet eight inches high, or thereabouts, and ts sup- 
posed to be with Captain Hall, of the United 
‘States’ marines, New York. 

. John Young, marine, five feet five inches high, 

` farge mouth, enlisted with Captain Hall, Navy 

Yard, New York; when addressed, or is address- 
ing an officer, casts down his eyes. For his par- 
ticular description, as well as that of John Rose, 
marine, about five feet eight inches high, brown 
hair, fall face, thick set, and a scowl in his coun- 
tenance, refer to Captain John Hall. 

John O’Neal, seaman, about twenty-five years 
of age, five feet five inches high, dark hair, sharp 
face, dark eyes, thick set, and was shipped at Nor- 
folk, Virginia, previous to your taking command 
of the Nautilus. 

William Jones, ordinary seamen, about five 
feet eight inches high, light hair, twenty-four 
years of age, full face, thick set, downcast look, 
and is a very alert man; entered at New York, 
April last. F. H. B. 


Sir John Borlase Warren to Mr. Monroe. 
Hatirax, September 30, 1812. 

Sım: Having received information that a most 
unauthorized act has been committed by Com- 
modore Rodgers, in forcibly seizing twelve Brit- 
ish seamen, prisoners of war, late belonging to the 
Guerriere, and taking them out of the English 
cartel brig Endeavor, on her passage down the 
harbor of Boston, after they had been regularly 
embarked on board of her for exchange, agreeable 
to the arrangements settled between the two 
countries, and that the said British seamen, so 
seized, are now detained on board the United 
States’ frigate President, as hostages ; I feel my- 
self called upon to request, sir, your most serious 


attention to a measure so fraught with mischief 


and inconvenience, destructive of the good faith 
of a flag of truce, and the sacred protection of a 
cartel. I should be extremely sorry that the im- 
prudent act of an officer should involve conse- 
quences so particularly severe as the present In- 
stance must naturally produce if repeated; and 
although it is very much my wish, during the 
continuance of the differences existing between 


the two countries, to adopt every measure that 
might render the effect of war less rigorous, yet 
in another point of view, the conviction of the 
duty I owe my country would, in the event ‘of 
such grievances, as I have already stated, being 
continued, not admit of any hesitation iú retalia- 
tory decisions: but as I am strongly persuaded of 
the high liberality of your sentiments, and that 
the act complained of has originated entirely with 
the officer who committed it, and that it will be 
as censurable in your consideration as it deserves 
I rely upon your taking such steps as will prevent 
a recurrence of conduct so extremely reprehensi- 
ble in every shape. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consid- 
ration, sir, your most obedient and most faithful 
humble servant, 

JOHN BORLASE WARREN, 
Admiral of the Blue, $c. . 


James Monros, Esq., Sec’ry of State. 


Mr. Monroe to Sir John Borlase Warren. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, Oct. 28, 1812. 


Sır: Ihave had the honor to receive your letter 
of the 30th September, complaining that Com- 
modore Rodgers, commanding a squadron of the 
United States’ Navy at the port of Boston, had 
taken twelve British seamen, lately belonging to 
His Britannie Majesty’s ship the Guerriere, from 
a cartel in the harbor of Boston, and that he de- 
tained them on board the President, a frigate of 
the United States, as hostages. 

Tam instructed to inform you that inquiry shall 
be made into the circumstances attending, and 
the causes which produced, the act of which you 
complain, and that such measures will be taken, 
on a knowledge of them, as may comport with 
the rights of both nations, and may be proper in 
the case to which they relate. 

I beg you, sir, to be assured, that it is the sin- 
cere desire of the President, to see (and to pro- 
mote, so far as depends on the United States) that 
the war which exists between our countries be 
conducted with the utmost regard to humanity. 


I have the honor, &c. 
J. MONROE. 


Sir Joan B. WARREN, 
Admiral of the Blue, §c. 


WasniNeTon, December 17, 1812. 

Sir: I have the honor to annexa list of twelve 
of the crew of the late United States’ sloop of wat 
Wasp, detained by Captain John Beresford, of 
the British ship Poictiers, under the pretence 0 
their being British subjects. w 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your 
obedient servant, 1 
GEORGE S. WISE, Purser. 
Hon. Paot Hamicton, Sec'ry of Navy. 


List referred to in the preceding note. 


John MeLoud, boatswain, has been in the bn 
vice since 1504. Married in Norfolk in 1804 or 9; 
and has a wife and four children there. 
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, John Stephens, boatswain's mate, has been in 
. the service five or six years. 
. George M. D. Read, quartermaster, has a pro- 
tection, and has sailed out of New York and 
Philadelphia for several years. 
William Mitchell, seaman, James Gothright, 
seaman, John Wright, seaman, Thomas Philips, 
seaman, Peter Barron, seaman, John Connor, or- 
dinary seaman, John Rose, ordinary seaman, 
George Brooks, ordinary seaman, Dennis Daugh- 
erty, marine, 

“The greater number, if not all of the above, had 
protections at the time of entering and being tak- 
en. Two others were detained, John Wade and 
Thomas Hutchins, but were given up—the for- 
mer on Captain Jones assuring Captain Beres- 
ford he knew him to be a native citizen ; the latter 
on a like assurance from D. Rodgers. William 
Mitchell was in the service during 1805-6 in the 


Mediterranean. . 
GEORGE S. WISE. 
Wasuineron Cry, Dec. 17, 1812. 


Extract of a letter from Major General Pinckney to the 
' Secretary of War, dated 
HEADQUARTERS, CHARLESTON, 
November 4, 1812. 


* Information having been given upon oath to 
Lieutenant Grandison, who, at present, com- 
mands the Naval department here, that six Amer- 
ican seamen, who had been taken prisoners on 
board our privateers, had been sent to Jamaica to 
be tried as British subjects for treason, he called 
upon the Marshal to retain double that number of 
British seamen as hostages. The Marshal, in 
consequence of instructions from the Department 
‘of State, asked my advice on the subject, and I 
have given my cpinion that they ought to be 
detained, until the pleasure of the President shall 
be known. The testimony of Captain Moon is 
herewith. I hope, sir, you will have the good- 
ness to have this business put in the proper train 
to have the President’s pleasure on this subject 
communicated to the Marshal.” 


Copy of a letter from Captain Moon, of the privateer 
Sarah Ann. 1 
Nassav, New PROVIDENCE, 
October 14, 1812. 

Six of my crew, claimed as British subjects, 
were this day taken out of jail and put on board 
His Majesty’s brig the Sappho, and sailed for 
Jamaica, where, it is said, they are to be tried for 
their lives; consequently, I questioned each re- 
spectively as to the place of their nativity, and 
title to protection by the American Government, 
when they stated as follows, to wit: 

David Dick, seaman, that he was born in the 
north of Ireland, but has resided in the United 
States ever since the year 1793; has served ten 
years in the United States! Navy, viz: On board 
the frigates Chesapeake, President, Constitution, 
John Adams, and schooner Enterprise, and gun- 
boat No 2. David Dick, shoemaker, in Alexan- 


dria, is his uncle. Dick is about five feet six and 
a half inches high, dark hair, has a scar on his left 
elbow, and one on each wrist; he entered on 
board the Sarah Ann in Baltimore. 

John Gaul, seaman, says he was born in Mar- 
blehead, State of Massachusetts; where his par- 
ents, brothers, and sisters, now reside; is married 
in New York and his wife (Mary Gaul) lives in 
Roosevelt street, No 37 ; has a regular discharge 
from the Navy of the United States, by Captain 
Hugh G. Campbell, dated at St. Mary's, Georgia, 
14th August, 1812; says he has served on board 
tlie United States? brig Vixen, gunboats No. 10 
and 158, from the last of which he was discharged. 
Gaul is twenty-seven years of age, about five 
feet seven inches high, brown hair, light com- 
plexion; he entered on board the Sarah Ann in 
Baltimore. ` 

Michael Pluck, ordinary seaman, says he was 
born in Baltimore; his parents are dead, but is 
known by William Douland, Thomas Turner, 
and McDonald of Baltimore ; has a sister in some 
part of Pennsylvania, whose name is Ann Welsh; 
was never at sea before; never had a protection. 
Pluck is twenty-six years old, five feet six anda 
half inches high, and has a sear on his left cheek 
bone; entered on board the Sarah Ann at Bal- 
timore. 

Thomas Rodgers, seaman, says that he was 
born in Waterford, Ireland, but has resided many 
years in the United States, and has been duly 
naturalized, a copy of which naturalization is filed 
in the custom-house at Baltimore; is known by 
Joseph Carey and Tom Rodgers, cork cutters, both 
of Baltimore; has a wife and three children in 
Baltimore; has lost his protection, but requests 
Joseph Carey to do all he can to effect his dis- 
charge from the British. Rodgers entered on 
board the Sarah Ann in Baltimore. 

George Roberts, a colored man and seaman. 
This man I had not an opportunity of question- 
ing; but I know him to be a native born citizen 
of the United States, of which fact he had every 
sufficient document, together with free papers. 
Roberts entered on board the Sarah Ann in Bal- 
timore, where he is married. 

Sonty Taylor, boy, says he was born in Hack- 
ensack, New Jersey, but has neither friends, rela- 
tions, not acquaintance there; says Jane Snow- 
den, of Savannah, Georgia, is his mother; never 
had a protection. "Tayloris fifteen years old, has 
brown hair and light complexion; he entered on 
board the Sarah Ann in Savannah. 

RICHARD MOON. 
Late commander Sarah Ann. 


Copy of a letter from Admiral Warren to Mr. Mitchell, 
agent for the exchange of American prisoners of 
war, dated 

HaLirax, October 21, 1812. 
Sir: I had the honor to receive your letter and 
its enclosures, relating to Thomas Dunn,* and 


*Nore.—The application was made at the request 
of his father, John Dunn, of Boston, who transmitted 
a deposition of his birth. 


2868 


2264 


Mariner in which the Waris waged by the Enemy. 


beg leave.to inform you, that it appears the said 
man is married in England, has been eight years 
in His Majesty's service, and received a pension 
from Government; under these circumstances, 
and the man never having made any application 
for his discharge from prison, he continues on 
board the Statira. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient 
humble servant, 


JOHN BORLASE WARREN. 


Extract of a letter from William H. Savage, late 
 Agént for American Seamen and Commerce at 
- Jamaica, to the Secretary of State, dated 

- Wasuineron, Dec. 1, 1812. 


“I take the liberty to enclose you copies of a 
correspondence which took place between Vice 
Admiral Stirling (commanding on the Jamaica 
station) and myself, since the declaration of war. 
I should have furnished it to you at an earlier 
period, but an accident prevented, which I was 
not aware of until my arrival at this city.” 


Copy of my letter to Vice Admiral Stirling, com- 
manding on the Jamaica station, on the subject of 
American seamen, after the declaration of war. 

Kineston, Jamaica, Aug. 6, 1812. 


Sir: Enclosed is a copy of a letter received 
by me yesterday, from on board His Majesty’s 
ship Sappho, purporting to have been written by 
four American seamen on board that ship, with 
a view to solicit my aid towards effecting their 

. discharge, in consequence of the declaration of 
war by the Government of the United States 
against Great Britain. 

In making this application, I am fully aware 
that my duties ceased as agent for the commerce 
and seamen of the United States, on the know- 
‘edge of such declaration being made known 


here; but, sir, 1 am led to believe that, at this | 


period, it will not be deemed inadmissible on 
your part to receive, nor improper on mine to 
make, the request, that you will be pleased to 
grant an order for the discharge of these seamen, 
feeling conscious (should they even not be pro- 
tected with the usual documents afforded to citi- 
zens of the United States) that an English sea- 
man would not declare himself otherwise than 
such under existing circumstances. 

‘I seize the present opportunity also to forward 
to you twenty-one documents, as proof of the 
eitizenship of that number of seamen, said to 
have been impressed by ships of war on this sta- 
tion, the greatest number of which have been 
heretofore unsuccessfully claimed by me, on be- 
Half of the United States, and which may still 
comprise, at this time, some part of the erews of 
His Majesty's ships on this station. 

I beg further to state to you, that I have re- 
ceived numerous applications from on board va- 
vious of His Majesty’s ships on this station, for 
the relief of seamen, who, I doubt not, are enti- 
fled to the” protection of the American Govern- 
‘ment, many of them having with them proofs of 


their citizenship, as I am led to believe from. the 
assertions contained in their communications. 
Applications have also been made for the relief 
of many, without success; the latter amount in 
number to forty-six, as per list of names enclosed, 
several of whom, I understand have been shifted 
(since their impressment) on board of other ves- 
sels than those they were at first taken on board 
of. All of which I beg to offer for your consid- 
eration, feeling, as I do, anxious to extend my 
last efforts in behalf of those seamen who are 
entitled to them, and at the same time being im- 
pressed with the idea, that it would be foreign to 
you, sir, to retain any Americans in the service 
of the navy of Great Britain, contrary to their 
disposition, during the present conflict. I, there- 
fore, take the liberty of adding to my former re- 
quest, that you will be pleased to grant orders 
that such seamen may be discharged from duty 
on board His Majesty’s ships on this station. 
With sentiments of the highest respect, &c. 
WILLIAM H. SAVAGE. 


Copy of Vice Admiral :Stirling's. Secretary's letter, in 
answer to mine to the Vice Admiral of 6th Au- 
gust, 1812. : 

ApMiRALs Penn, Aug. 7, 1812. 

Sia: I am desired by Vice Admiral Stirling to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yester- 
day's date, and to acquaint you that directions 
were given, some days ago, that all seamen in 
the squadron under his command, who can prove 
themselves to be American born subjects, should 
be sent to the prison-ship, until an exchange of 
prisoners is established between the two coun- 
tries, in eonseqüence of the late declaration of 
war by the United States against Great Britain. 

I return herewith the papers which accompa- 

nied your letter; and am, sir, &c. 

CHAS.. STIRLING, Jr., Sec'y. 


Extract of a letter from William H. Savage, Esquire, 
late Agent for American Seamen and Commerce at 
Jamaica, to Charles Stirling, Jr., dated 


Kineston, Sept. 16, 1812. 
“In-answer to-my letter of the 6th ultimo, you 
were pleased to inform me that directions had 
been giyen by the Vice Admiral, some days prior 
to the date of my letter, for the removal of all 
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schooner Flor del Mar, and hassince been detained 
od board of various of His Majesty’s ships on 
this station, although provided with a regular 
fitétection, which-instrument this man got còn- 
yeyed to me about the 20th of September follow- 
ing; and which was by me forwarded to Admiral 
Rowley, accompanied (as usual in like cases) 
with a request that the man might be discharged. 
Oú the receipt of my letter, the’ Admiral an- 
swéred, through his Secretary, that the nature of 
Sürling's impressment was such, that he could 
‘not comply with my request; but which answer 
was unaécompanied, in return, with the protec- 
tion in question, and what has become of it, I am 
unable to say. : 
' € About this period, I was led to understand 
from’ Admiral. Rowley, that: all American sea- 
men" wlio should be intpressed from on board any 
British merchant vessel, would be retained in the 
service of His Majesty ;: but that all American 
seamen who,should, be impressed from on board 
of Américan vessels, would, on application, ac- 
cotipaniéd by proof, be discharged. As this in- 
formation was received about the period of my 
application for the discharge of Stirling, I was 
led‘to conclude it stamped the nature of his im- 
pressment; and what confirmed it in my mind, 
was, that I received similar assurances to vari- 
ous applications made for American seamen, who 
had, under various circumstances, shipped on 
boatd of "British ships, and were from thence im- 
: pressed on board of His Majesty's ships of war, 
all of ‘which I hope the Admiral will. be please 


to take into consideration: for, to insist on the | 


sétvice of this man, I think will be a dereliction 
to the marked manner of his amiable endeavors 
‘to distinguish and relieve American seamen from 
duty on board the squadron under his command. 
I beg to enclose a note from. Mr. Meek, (the late 
Secretary,) rélative to my application for this 
man’s discharge, and to observe, that, if it is pos- 
sible, the proteetion may yet be found among the 
papers of the late Secretary, as it has not been 
usual to return me the protections of those men 
whose applications for discharge were not com- 
plied: with. 

" SI beg furthermore to observe, that there ap- 
pedis also to be on board His Majesty's schooner 
Decouverte, two other American seamen, viz: 
Joha Englefield and Richard Lauderkin, the for- 
mer of whom asserts, that he served his appren- 
ti&éship-to the trade of a cooper, at Boston, but 
has lost his protection; the latter declares him- 
self-to-be a-native of- Rhode Island, and that his 
protection has been destroyed by Mr. Oliver, 
cétimander of His Majesty's schooner Decou- 
verte, T shall not now animadvert on the im- 
propriety.of such a circumstance, but request, 
should the instances ‘here cited be found correct, 
that they may meet the attention of the Vice 
Admiral. l 

- T have the honor to be, sir, your obedient ser- 
vant, ; . . 

W. H. SAVAGE, 


E Late Agent, $c. 
`. Caxruss Siriruine, Jr., Esq. 


Extract of a letter from Vice Admiral Stirling’s Sec- 
retary to W. H. Savage, Esq., in answer to his of 
the 16th September, 1812. 

- Apmiraw’s Penn, Sept. 19, 1812. 
«I have just received your letter of the 16th 
instant, which I have laid before Vice Admiral 

Stirling, and Iam directed to acquaint you that 
Elijah Stirling, and other persons on board of 
His Majesty’s schooner Decouverte, said to be 
American seamen, have not, when called upon, 
produced proof of being subjects of the United 
States. "They do: not fall under the description 
of persons. which I informed you, in my letter of 
the 7th ultimo; were intended to be discharged 
from the King’s service, and to be detained on 
board the prison-ship until an exchange of pris- 
oners takes place with America. 

. * The note from Mr. Meek, dated the 21st Sep- 
tember, 1810, is returned herewith, and as it ap- 
pears thereby that Admiral Rowley thought the 
circumstances under which Elijah Stirling was 
impressed did not permit him to be discharged, 
Vice Admiral Stirling does not feel himself jus- 
tified in attending to the man’s wishes on a bare 
assertion. The protection you allude to is not to 
be found among Admiral Rowley’s papers left in 
this office.” . 


No. 3. 


Detention of Mariners as prisoners of war, who 
were in England at the time.the war was de- 
clared. 

J. W. Croker to Mr. Beasley. 
ADMIRALTY Orrics, Aug. 5, 1812. 
Sır : Having communicated to my Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty your letter of the 
31st ultimo, transmitting a list of men, said to be 

Americans, who have been impressed and de- 

tained on board His Majesty’s ships, and request- 

ing their discharge, I have their Lordships’ com- 
mands to acquaint you, that, under present cir- 
cumstances, they will defer the consideration of 


this request. I am, &c. 
J. W. CROKER. 
R. G. Beasley, Esq. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Beasley to the Secretary 
f of State, dated 


Lonpon, Oct. 23, 1812. 


“I have informed you that I had addressed 
Lord Castlereagh on the subject of our citizens 
who have been impressed, and are now held in 
the British naval service. I demanded their re- 
lease, and complained of the treatment which 
some had received on offering to give themselves 
up as prisoners, or refusing to serve when they 
heard of the war. In reply, I have received à 
short note from Mr. Cookg, one of the under sec- 
retaries, stating that he was instructed to require 
of me the names of the men who had received 
the treatment complained of, and the vessels in 
which they were, which I immediately furnished, 
and urged a reply to the other part of my letter. 
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In an interview I have since had with Mr.| Jobn Davis, on board the Thistle, gave himself 


Cooke, I took occasion to remind him of it, when 
he intimated that the Government did not intend 
to answer me on that point; adding. that. Eng- 
land was fighting the battles of the world; we 
had chosen to go to war, and so aid the great en- 
emy, and that England had as much right to re- 
cruit her army and navy, in every possible man- 
ner, as France.” 


Mr. Beasley to Lord Castlereagh. 


WiwPoLE Street, Oct. 12, 1812. 

M Lon»: In consequence of the war unhap- 
pily existing between the United States and 
Great Britain, it has become my duty to call 
your Lordship’s attention to the situation of the 
great number of American seamen who have 
been impressed, and are now held in the ships of 
war of His Britannic Majesty. In addition to 
the wrong which is done to the United States by 
this detention of their seamen, I regret to state 
that some of these unfortunate persons, having 
heard of the war, 2nd offered to give themselves 
up às prisoners, have, for so doing, or for refusing 
to do service, been punished. 
. To putan end toa proceeding and a state of 
things so revolting to humanity, and so contrary 
to the law and usage of civilized nations, I per- 
suade myself it is only necessary to present them 
to the view of the British Government ; and I 
therefore trust that effectual measures will be 
immediately taken to restore these injured men 
to liberty and to their country. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

R. G. BEASLEY. 


E. Cooke to R. G. Beasley. 


Foreien Orrice Oct. 19, 1812. 
“In consequence of your letter to Lord Castle- 
reagh of the 12th instant, I am directed by his 
Lordship to desire that you will furnish me with 
the names of the American sailors who have 
been so punished, and of the ship they are on 
board.” 


Mr. Beasley to E. Cooke. 
Wimpote STREET, Oct, 21, 1812. 

Sir: Agreeably to the request contained in 
your letter of the 19th instant, I now transmit to 
you a list of impressed American seamen on 
board British ships of war, who, having heard of 
the war, offered to give themselves up as prison- 
ers, and for so doing, or for refusing to do ser- 
vice have been punished. 

I beg you to remind Lord Castlereagh, that the 
other part of my letter of the 12th instant, request- 
ing the release of the American seamen detained 
in the British service, is still unanswered. 

Iam, sir, &c. R. G. BEASLEY. 


The list referred to iff the preceding letter states 
the cases of the following persons: 

John Ballard, on board the Zenobia, offered him- 
self a prisoner, refused, and was put in irons for 
one night. 


up as a prisoner, and refused further service, for 
which he was flogged. 

Ephraim Covell, on board La Hogue, gave him- 
self up as a prisoner, and refused further service, 
in consequence of which he was kept seven days 
in irons. . 

John Hosman, on board La Hogue, gave him- 
self up as a prisoner, and refused further service, 
was put in irons, still kept therein, and was threat- 
ened by the commander with further punishment. 

Russell Brainard,on board La Hogue, gavehim- 
self up as a prisoner, was put in irons, and still 
kept therein. $5 ; 

Thomas W. Marshall, Peter Lazette, Edward 
Whittle Banks, and Levi Younger, on board the 
Royal William, gave themselves up as prisoners, 
and were in consequence thereof put into close 
confinement for eight days. 


. OcToszn 12, 1812. 
Mr. Beasley requests Lord Castlereagh to cause 
the necessary passports to be furnished for the 
American ship William and Eliza, Captain How- 
land, to proceed to the United States with Amer- 
ican citizens. : 


OCTOBER 21, 1812. 


Mr. Cooke acquaints Mr. Beasley that there 
will be no objection to granting a license to a car- 
tel for carrying to the United States such Ameri- 
can citizens (non-combatants) as may wish to 
return to their country. He requests Mr. Beas- 
ley to inform him of the situation of the Ameri- 
can ship William and Eliza. 


Mr. Beasley to Mr. Cooke. 
Wimpo.e Street, Oct. 23,1812, . 


Sin: I have now the honor to repeat to you 
what I stated in conversation this morning, that 
the persons for whose return to the United States 
I requested the necessary passports, are, for the 
most part, American masters and mariners; that 
some of them, in consequence of the loss of their 
vessels abroad, have come here on their way to 
America; that others of them, having been em- 
ployed in British ships, are now desirous of 
returning home; that others, through the deten- 
tion or condemnation of their vessels under Brit- 
ish Orders. in Council, and others, through all the 
casualties to which this class of men is always 
exposed, are left without the means of convey- 
ance. None of these persons have been, in any 
way, engaged in hostilities against Great Britain. 
They are almost wholly destitute, and, for some 
time, have been chiefly supported at the expense 
of the United States. There are also, I believe, 
some American merchants and supercargoes, who 
are anxious of availing themselves of the same 
opportunity of returning to their country. _ 

You are, I presume, aware, that the American 
Government has afforded every facility to the de- 
parture of those British subjeets in the United 
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States who were under similar circumstances with 
the persons included in my request. 

With regard to the ship William and Eliza, in 
which these persons are to embark, I beg to ob- 
serve, that I am well assured by those who have 
charge of her, that there is no impediment to her 
departure. 

i Iam, &c. 
R.. G. BEASLEY. 


Mr. Cooke to Mr. Beasley. 

; Forsan Orrics, Oct. 28, 1812. 

Sır: Having laid before Lord Castlereagh your 
letter requesting that you may be allowed to send 
a cartel to, America, with citizens of the United 
States who wish to return to their country, I am 
directed by his Lordship to express his consent 
to this proposition, and am to desire you will con- 
fer with the commissioners for prisoners of war 
with regard to the account you are to give for such 
parts of the crew as shall appear to be comba- 
tants, and on that principle must be exchanged. 


Tam, &e. 
E. COOKE. 


OCTOBER 29, 1812. 


Mr. Beasley states to J. W. Croker, of the Ad- 
miralty Office, that Lord Castlereagh had referred 
him to the commissioners for prisoners of war; 
that he had accordingly applied to them, and 
learnt that the instructions which that board had 
received from the Lords of the Admiralty were 
not sufficiently explicit to enable them to proceed 
in the matter. Mr. Beasley requests that their 
Lordships would be pleased to give such further 
directions to the "Transport Board as might be 
found necessary. 


OcTOBER 30, 1812. 
John Barrow, of the Admiralty Office, informs 
Mr. Beasley, that his letter of the 29th of October 
had been laid before the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty, and that the business had been 
referred to the Transport Board. 


Occonzzn 29, 1812. 


Mr. Beasley informs Alexander McLeay, of the 
Ttansport Office, that he had requested the Lords 
of the Admiralty would be pleased to give the 
further instructions necessary ; and, presuming 
that these instructions would be immediately 


' given, requests Mr. McLeay to inform him at what 


time it will be convenient for the commissioners 
that he should confer with them on the subject. 


Ocroser 30, 1812. i 


Alexander McLeay informs Mr. Beasley that 
he is directed to desire that Mr. B. would trans- 
mit to the Transport Office a list of all the persons 
whom Mr. Beasley proposed to send to America, 
stating their several qualities, and when and how 
they respectively came to Great Britain. 


Novemser 3, 1812. 


Mr. Beasley transmits to Alexander McLeay, 
of the Transport Office, a list of American citizens 
whom it is proposed to send to the United States 
in the ship William and Eliza, stating their sev- 
eral quatities, and when and how they respect- 
ively came into Great Britain. This list con- 
tains one hundred and ten names. To these are 
added a list of six persons, being other passengers 
in the same vessel. Mr. Beasley remarks to Mr. 
McLeay, “I am weil informed that many per- 
sons of the description and under the circumstan- 
ces of those mentioned in the first of these lists, 
(being seamen,) who were awaiting the result of 
my late application to Lord Castlereagh for a 
cartel for their conveyance to America, have, 
within a few days past, been seized by the impress 
officers, and taken on board the tender off the 
Tower; and I beg to know what are the inten- 
tions of the British Government respecting them.” 


Novemser 6, 1812. 
Alexander McLeay informs Mr. Beasley that 
he had received and laid before the commission- 
ers for the transport service, the list of persons 
roposed to be sent to the United States in the 
illiam and Eliza cartel, and adds: “In return, 
I am directed to request that you will inform the 
board whether you will engage that the above- 
mentioned persons, on their arrival in the United 
States, shall be exchanged for an equivalent num- 
ber of British subjects, who may have fallen into 
the bands of the Americans. lam at the same 
time to acquaint you, that the prisoners above 
alluded to must sign engagements not to serve 
against this country or its allies until regularly 
exchanged." 


Mr. Beasley to Mr. McLeay. 


NovEMBER 7, 1812. 


I have to inform the board that Iam willing 
to engage that the American citizens whom [ pro- 
pose to send to the United States on board the 
William and Eliza cartel, shall, on their arrival 
there, be exchanged for an equivalent number 
of British subjects of the same description, who 
may have fallen into the hands of the United 
States under similar circumstances; and that the 
men themselves shall sign engagements for the 
performance of any conditions similar to those 
which may have been exacted of such British 
subjects in the United States; it being understood, 
that, if it be found that British subjects, under 
any such circumstances, have been suffered freely 
to depart from the United States, then these en- 
gagements, so far as regards the corresponding 
class of American citizens, shall he void. If, 
however, it be more satisfactory to the board, that 
the return or exchange of these men should be 
regulated by the principles recognised by the two 
Governments in the cartel which, I am informed, 
has been lately concluded at Washington, I am 
ready to enter into an engagement to that effect. 


avi 
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‘Mr. McLeay to Mr. Beasley. 
Eo a NovEmBER 13; 1812. 

I-am directed to acquaint you that the prison- 
ers mentioned in the list transmitted by you will 
be released, upon your entering into an uncondi- 
tional engagement that they shall be exchanged 
for British prisoners now in America, or who may 
be hereafter taken. 


Mr. Beasley to Mr. McLeay. 


NovEMBER 16, 1812. 

‘For those American citizens who composed 
the crews of ships taken in war, I am at all times 
ready to enter into any engagement which the 
law:and usage of nations require. But, for those 
whom your laws have invited, or whom misfor- 
tune has thrown into your country—whiom acci- 
dent,and not the fortune of war, has placed within 
-your. power, I must still urge my request, that 
they be allowed to depart the Kingdom on the 
conditions proposed in my letter of the 7th inst.” 
But, *if the board: will enter into an uncondi- 
tional engagement, that all British subjects who 
have been permitted to leave the United States 
since the declaration of war, or who may be per- 
mitted to depart therefrom, shall be exchanged 
for American prisoners of war, Í will, in like man- 
ner, engage for those American citizens agreea- 
bly to your letter.” Mr. Beasley adds: “ This 
arrangement, however, I would make with great | 
reluctance; because it would not be in unison with 
that spirit of liberal warfare entertained by the 
Government of the United States, and because it 
would bring within the influence of the war those 
who might, without detriment to either party, be 
exempt from its operation.” 


Mr. Beasley to Mr. Hamilton, of the Foreign Office. 


NovEMBER 23, 1812. 

I must beg leave to state, that that part of my 
note of the 12th ultimo, addressed to Lord Cas- 
tlereagh, relative to American citizens who have 
been impressed, and are now held in His Majes- 
ty’s naval sercice, remains unanswered. To the 
reasons already urged for the discharge of these 
men, may be added that of compelling them to 
-fight against their country; and I need scarcely 
add, that, as they were forcibly detained before 
the commencement of hostilities, it would be very 
unjust to discharge them merely to make them 
prisoners. Of the number of those unfortunate 
persons, many must be in vessels on foreign sta- 
tions at a great distance. It is a subject of much 
public interest in the United States,and one which 
involves the domestic comfort and happiness of 
many families. 


i i A ——— 


Mr. McLeay writes to Mr. Beasley, and, after some 
preliminary reasoning, says : 
i NovEmBeER 24, 1812. 
The Commissioners (of the Transport Office) | 
are instructed (by the Lords Commissioners of the. 
Admiralty) to continue to require from you an 
unconditional receipt, as prisoners of war, for all4 


persons of this description, previous to their being 
permitted to return to Ámerica. 


Mr. McLeay to Mr. Beasley. 


DECEMBER 23, 1812. 

I have received and laid before the Commis- 
sioners for the Transport Service, &c., your letter 
of the 15th instant, and in return am directed to 
acquaint you that, at present, they are only author- 
ized to deliver up to you the Americans mentioned 
in the list transmitted by you on the 3d of No- 
vember. 


Mr. Beasley to Alexander McLeay. 
Decemper 24, 1812. 


“After so longa time spent in discussing the 
principles and conditions of an exchange of pris- 
oners between the United States and Great Brit- 
ain, I perceive, with some surprise, by your let- 
ter of yesterday, that the only persons whom the 
board are authorized to deliver up to me, are 
those mentioned in the list transmitted to you on 
the 3d November, who, though so long known to 
the board as being at large in this city, have 
never been detained as prisoners, and who have, 
ever since their arrival, been maintained at the 
charge of the United States. During this in- 
terval those persons have been partially dis- 
persed; some have been taken up as prisoners, 
some have been impressed, and some have other- 
wise disappeared. Others, however, under sim- 
ilar circumstances, have since been added, and 
there now remain about one hundred persons. 
Of these men, as I understand the tenor of our 
correspondence, those who belonged to vessels 
detained or taken in war, are to be suffered. to 
proceed to the United States on my entering 
into the engagement which accompanied your 
letter of the 14th instant; but that, for the others, 
no engagement is required. In order to avoid 
any farther misunderstanding, I beg to knew 
whether this recapitulation is correct.” 


Alexander McLeay to R. G. Beasley. 


Transport Orrice, Dec. 26,1812. 

Sin: l have received and laid before the com- 
missioners for the Transport Service, &c. your let- 
ter of the 24th instant; aud, in return, 1 am di- 
rected to acquaint you that it is the intention of 
His Majesty’s Government that such of the Amer- 
icans, named in the list which accompanied your 
letter of the 3d of last month; as belonged to ves- 
sels detained or taken, and as are consequently 
prisoners of war, shall be suffered to proceed to 
the United States upon your entering into the 
engagement which accompanied my letter of the 
14th instant; but that, for Americans who were 
resident or travelling in this country, or resorting 
hither for commercial purposes, not as mariners, 
no such engagement will be required. 


Tam, &c. 
ALEXANDER M’LEAY. 
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to be considered as prisoners of war; and the 
same having been referred to the Right Honorable 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, lam 
directed by the Board to transmit to you the 
enclosed copy of a letter which they have re- 
ceived from their Lordship’s secretary, in answer 
thereto. Iam, &c. 
ALEXANDER McLEAY. 


Mr. ‘Beasley to Alexander McLeay. 


DECEMBER 28, 1812. 

“On referring to that list (which accompanied 
my letter of the 3d ultimo) you will perceive 
another class of persons, namely, mariners, who 
did not belong to vessels detained or.taken; and 
as your omitting to notice these men in your 
letter might leave room for some doubt respect- 
ing them, I lose no time in requesting to be in- 
formed on what terms the Board understand that 
they are to be suffered to return to the United 
States.” 


John Barrow to the Transport Board. 
ADMIRALTY Orrice, Feb. 25, 1813. 

GENTLEMEN: Having laid before my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty your letter of 
the 18th instant, enelosing a copy of a letter, to- 
gether with. the documents therein referred to, 
from Mr. Beasley, the American agent for prison- 
ers of war in this country, on the subject of cer- 
tain alleged citizens of the United States detained 
in his Majesty's serviee, I have it in command to 
signify their Lordships’ directions to you to ac- 
quaint Mr. Beasley, that neither now, in war, nor 
before, during peace, is, or was, the British Gov- 
ernment desirous of having American seamen in 
its service; and that their Lordships will now 
discharge, as prisoners of war, as they formerly 
did as neutrals, those persons who can adduce 
any sufficient proof of their being Americans. 

You will further inform Mr. Beasley, that all 
the cases stated by him have received, or are under 
accurate examination, and that such persons who 
may appear to be Americans, will be immediately 
sent to prison, as many: have been already. 
Tam, &c. JOHN BARROW. 


Alexander McLeay to Mr. Beasley. 
E Decemner 29, 1812, 

* By a reference to my letter of the 26th in- 
stant, you will observe that mariners are ex- 
pressly excepted from the description of persons 


ceipt for all the mariners named in the list trans- 
mitted by you.” 


Mr. Beasley to Mr. McLeay. 


Feproary 17, 1813. 
“In your reply, of the 9th instant, communi- 


the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, rela- 


men claiming to be Americans, in the British 
service, in consequence of their having requested 
te be considered as prisoners of war, as repre- 
sented in my letter to Lord Castlereagh of the 
12th. October, I have to observe, that, although 
the statement of those persons, and that contained 


Alexander McLeay to Mr. Beasley. 


Transport Orrice, March 6, 1813. 
Sir: Iam directed by the Commissioners for 
the Transport Service, &c. to inform you, that, 
upon the receipt of the printed letters which were 
transmitted by you to this office, for the purpose 
of being forwarded to certain seamen on board of 
His Majesty's ships of war, they considered it 
their duty to submit the same to the considera- 
tion of the Right Honorable the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, and to request their 
Lordships’ directions on the subject; and the 
Board having, this day, received a letter from 
their Lordships’ secretary, of which the enclosed 
is a copy, I have their directions to acquaint you 
accordingly, that the letters in question will not 
be forwarded, and that you cannot be permitted 
to maintain any correspondence with the sea- 
men on board His Majesty’s fleet. 
lam, &c. ALEXANDER M'LEAY. 


this ill treatment, it does appear that some sever- 


and without any proper investigation of their 
claim of American citizenship, which, if estab- 
lished, should have exempted them not only from 
punishment, but from service. As it may be in- 
ferred, however, from your letter, that if proof be 
produced to support their claim, their request 
will yet be complied with, I have to inform you, 
that evidence to that effect was long since trans- 
mitted to the Lords of the Admiralty in behalf 
of several of these persons." [Here follows the 
names of persons, and a recitation of the proof of 
citizenship, &c.] Mr. Beasley proceeds, “I cannot 
avoid expressing my disappointment and regret 
that no notice has been taken of the request made 
to Lord Castlereagh in my letter of the 12th of 
October, for the general release of the American 
seamen detained in the British service.” 


John Barrow to the Transport Board. 


ADMIRALTY Orrice, March 5, 1813. 

GENTLEMEN: In reply to your letter of the 16th 
of last month, enclosing a letter addressed by 
Mr. Beasley to a seaman on board His Majesty’s 
ship Porcupine, and requesting to be informed if 
lettersof a similar description should be forwarded 
to the persons to whom they are addressed, I am 
commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the 


Alexander McLeay, to R. G. Beasley. 
Transport Orrics, Feb. 26, 1813. 
. Sir: I have received, and laid before the Com- 
missioners for the Transport Service, &c., your 
letter of the 7th of this month, with its enclosure, 


seamen, claiming to be Americans, in the British 
Service, in consequence of their having requested 
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Admiralty, to signify their direction to you not to 
forward any such letters, and to acquaint Mr. 
Beasley that he cannot be permitted to maintain 
‘any correspondence with the seamen on board 
His Majesty’s fleet; observing to him, at the same 
time, that the printed letter in question, contains 
a statement unfounded in fact, for that, neither 
since the war with America, nor before, have 
their Lordships declined to release American sea- 
men, admitted or proved to be such, though they 
have, and still do refuse to release persons as- 
suming, without any proof or document, that 


character. Iam, &c. 
JOHN BARROW. 


Copy of a printed circular letter addressed to American 
seamen in British ships of war. 


Lonpon, , 1813. 
In answer to your letter of the —— ; 
have to inform you, that the Lords Commission- 
ers of the Admiralty having, in consequence of 
ihe war between the United States and Great 
Britain, declined to release those American citi- 
zens who have been impressed, and are held in 
the British service, there appears to be no other 
coürse for you to pursue, than to give yourself up 
as a prisoner of war, to the commander of the ship 
in which you are detained. 


U. S. Agent for prisoners of war. 


Extracts of a letter from Mr. Beasley to Alexander 
McLeay, dated 13th March, 1813. 

“Tn the letter of their Lordships’ secretary of 
the 5th instant, the Board are directed to observe 
to me, that the printed letter which I addressed 
to certain American seamen detained in the Brit- 
ish navy, “contains a statement unfounded in 
fact; for that, neither since the war with Amer- 
ica, nor before, have their Lordships declined to 
release American seamen, admitted or proved to 
be such.” It is not necessary to my present pur- 
pose to enter upon an examination of their Lord- 
ships’ conduct on this matter, before the war; 
although my own official observation, in numer- 
ous cases, when I held the office of Consul, would 
authorize me to dispute even that part of their 
secretary’s assertion. But, with reference to their 
Lordships’ conduct since the war, I beg to re- 
mind them of their letter'of the 5th August, soon 
after the commencement of the war, in answer 
to arequest made on the 31st July, for the release 
of certain impressed American seamen, in which 
their Lordships, going beyond the mere declining 
to release the men, stated “that, under the pre- 
sent circumstances, they will defer the considera- 
tion of the request for their release ;? or, in other 
words, that they will not, at present, war being 
commenced, even think on the subject of their 
release. If further proof be necessary of their 
Lordships’ having, as I stated in my printed let- 
ter, declined the release of such seamen in con- 
sequence of the war, I will call to their recollec- 
tion a letter written by their secretary, on the 
25th of August, in answer to an application for 


the release of William Wilson, an impressed 
American, detained on board the Cordelia, in 
which they state that this man, being an alien 
enemy, must continue to serve, or go to prison, 
Should other corroboration be wanted, it may be 
found in the long and marked silence of the Brit- 
ish Government to my numerous applications, 
again and again repeated, for the release of 
these men; seeing that it was not until the 25th 
of February, nearly seven months after their 
Lordships had informed me of their having de- 
ferred the consideration of the subject, and nearly 
five months after my formal demand made. to 
Lord Castlereagh, that they directed the Board to 
inform me of their intention to treat them as 
prisoners of war. And even this was not done 
until eight days after my printed letter in ques- 
tion appears to have beenon their table. Surely 
it was in utter forgetfulness of all these circum- 
stances, that their Lordships declared my state- 
ment unfounded in fact ; for it appears impossible 
that they can, in the mind of any person, bear a 
different interpretation from that which I have 
given them. But how do these facts bear on 
their Lordships’ statement? How, I ask, does 
their determination, that Wilson, proved and ad- 
mitted to be an American, must continue to serve 
or go to prison, support the assertion, that their 
Lordships have not declined to release American 
seamen when admitted or proved to be such ? 
But, perhaps, in their Lordships’ view, to send 
them from service and detention in ships of war, 
to confinement in prisons, is to release them. If 
so, it is unnecessary to pursue the subject further, 
and Í will content myself with having vindicated 
the correctness of my own statement.” 

“I come now to the consideration of their Lord- 
i ships’ purpose, as expressed in their secretary’s 
| letter of the 25th ultimo, to treat as prisoners of 


" — ŘŮĖ—— 


war the American seamen who have been im- 
pressed, and are held in the British service. Tak. 
| ing into view the manner in which these unfor- 
tunate persons came into the power of the British 
Government; that their own rights and inclina- 
tions, the rights of their country, the law of na- 
tions, and every principle of justice, were violated 
in the very aet. by which each of these men was 
brought within its*power, and that this wrong 
accumulates so long as any of them remain in its 
power, I do maintain that they are, on every 
ground, entitled to, and the British Government 
is bound to grant, their immediate and complete 
release. It acquired them only as the spoils of 
unlawful violence; how then can it retain them 
j as the fruits of lawful war? Its right of control 
over them can only arise from the lawfulness o 
their detention ; but that which was unlawfully 
taken cannot be rightfully held ; and to acknowl- 
edge the pretension to such control as their Lord- 
ships’ purpose implies, would be to legitimatise 
the act by which they came into their power. 
The British Government disclaims all right and 
all intention to take them, and this disavowal is 
an acknowledgment of its obligation to restore 
them to the same condition, and to the same free- 
dom, from which they were taken. Upon what 
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ground is it, then, that they are to be treated as 
prisoners of war? Not many years have elapsed 
since all Europe resounded with the complaints 
of Great Britain against France, for retaining, as 
prisoners of war, certain British subjects, who, hav- 
ing entered the French territories, in time of peace, 
were found there at the breaking out of the war. 
But, if that were regarded in England as an out- 
rage, what will be thought of this detention, as 
prisoners of war, of American seamen, who, hav- 
ing been wrongfully taken on the high seas, and 
forcibly carried into the British service, in time 
of peace, are found therein at the breaking out of 
a war, doing her service, and fighting her battles ? 
The conduct of France was attempted to be jus- 
stifled by certain acts of England, which were 
alleged to be equally contrary to the law of na- 
tions. But what justification, what excuse, can 
be set up for this conduct of Great Britain’ to- 
wards the impressed American seamen? What 
infraction of the law of nations, what violence or 
injustice exercised towards British subjects, or 
what outrage is this cruel act to retaliate? It 
cannot be the free and spontaneous permission 
given by the United States, at the commencement 
of the war, for every British subject, of every class 
and description, found within their territories, or 
in their power, to return to his country, that this 
imprisonment of American seamen is to requite. 
And, surely, this cannot be the. indemnification 
which Great Britain offers these unfortunate men 
for the wrongs which she has inflicted on them, 


„or the reward which she bestows for the service 


she has received at their hands.. 

“To the unqualified prohibition of all corres- 
pondence between myself and the impressed 
American seamen in His Britannic Majesty’s 
fleet, so unreservedly stated in the letter of their 
Lordships’ secretary of the 6th instant, I must 
conform, whatever may be my sentiments and 
feelings respecting it. "The situation in which 
these unfortunate men and myself stood towards 
each other, appeared not only to invite, but to 
authorizea communication between us. On their 
part, the object of this correspondence was to ob- 
tain information and counsel as to the proper 
manner of conducting themselves under circum- 
stances the most difficult, and on an occasion the 
Most important and solemn, namely, how to act 
while forcibly held to service in ships of war be- 
longing to a State engaged in actual hostilities 


“against their country—a situation which their 


Own good sense and proper feelings taught them 
was alike incompatible with their rights and their 
duties. My part has been, after having waited 
five months, in vain, for a communication of their 
Lordships’ intentions, to recommend them, since 
there appeared no means of obtaining their re- 
lease, to give themselves up as prisoners of war— 
an evil comparatively light to that which they 
suffer. In other instances, their letters have re- 
lated the rejection of their offer, and the threats 
of punishment, and all contain complaints of the 
unexampled hardship of their situation.” 
R. G. BEASLEY. 

, A. MeLzav, Esq. 


Extract of a letter from Robert Montgomery, Consul 
of the United States at Alicante, dated the 4th of 
November, 1812, to the Secretary of State. 


“Herewith is a copy of a letter to Admiral 
Hallowell, with his reply. The man in question 
has declared, under oath, that he never signed 
any article or agreement whatever to serve on 
board the Indefatigable, nor any other British 
vessel, and he has now left her, losing what wages 
was due him.” 


AuicanTE, October 23, 1812. 
Sin: Philips,a mariner and citizen of the Uni- 
ted States, as appears by a regular protection, 
from the Collector of New York, informs me 
that, some time since since, he engaged himself 
on board the transport Indefatigable, for six 
months, at certain wages agreed for; that he has 
now been eight months in said vessel, and de- 
mands his discharge and wages, but the master 
having refused both, obliges me to request you 
will inform yourself of the fact, and if as the mari- 
ner states, order him to be paid off and discharged. 
Permit me to assure you, &c. 
ROBT. MONTGOMERY. 
Bensamin HaLLowELL, Esq., 
Admiral Royal Navy Great Britain. 


Admiral Hallowell to Mr. Montgomery. 


H. M/s Smr Matta, (Alicante Bay,) 
October 26, 1812. 

Sin: I find upon inquiry that there is on board 
the Indefatigable transport, the man mentioned 
in your letter of the 23d. As there is no objec- 
tion to a foreigner going in the station of mariner, 
on board a vessel of that description, and as he 
has signed articles of agreement to serve on board 
the Indefatigable, I shall not molest him while 
he continues in her; but the moment he gets his 
discharge, I shall deem it my duty to take hold of 
him, and put him in confinement, as a prisoner 
of war. I have the honor to be, &c., 


No. 4. 


Compulsory service of impressed Americans on 
board British ships of war. 


I, Beekman Verplanck Hoffman, of the town 
of Poughkeepsie, do certify, that I am a Lieuten- 
ant in the United States’ Navy; that Iwas a 
Lieutenant on board the Constitution frigate in 
the action and capture of the Guerriere; that 
after her surrender, I was sent on board; and 
after taking out the crew, fired and blew up the 
ship; that eight impressed American seamen 
were among the crew of the Guerriere, who were 
liberated at Boston. I was also on board the 
Constitution, in the action and capture of the 
Java, and was sent on board that vessel, and after 
the crew were removed, set her on fire and blew 
her up. Among the crew of the Java, thirteen 
impressed American seamen were found, three of 
whom had entered the British service, and were 
left, the other ten were liberated as Americans. 

B. V. HOFFMAN. 

PovenkEEEPsiE, April 16, 1813. 
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Dutcuess County, ss: 


Richard Thompson, being sworn, saith, that he 
is a native of New Paltz, opposite Poughkeepsie ; 
that he sailed from Wilmington, about the 28th 
of April, 1810, on board the brig Warren, Wil- 
liam Kelly, Captain, for Cork.. On the home- 
ward passage, in September following, he was 
impressed and taken on board the Peacock, a 
British sloop-of-war, and compelled to do duty. 
That, while on board that vessel, he made many 
unsuccessful attempts to write to his friends to 
inform them of his situation. He further saith, 
that, after he had heard of the war, himself and 
two other impressed American seamen, who were 
on board the Peacock, went aft to the Captain, 
and claimed to be considered as American prison- 
ers of war, and refused to do duty any longer. 
They were ordered off the quarter deck, and the 
Captain called for the master-at-arms, and ordered 
us.to be put in irons; we were then kept in irons 
about twenty-four hours, when we were taken 
out, brought to the gangway, stripped of our 
clothes, tied and whipped, each one dozen and a 
half lashes, and put to duty. 

He further saith, that he was kept on board the 
Peacock, and did duty, till the action with the 
Hornet; after the Hornet hoisted American colors, 
he, and the other impressed Americans, again 
went to the Captain of the Peacock, asked to be 
sent below, said it was an American ship, and 
that they did not wish to fight against their coun- 
try. The Captain ordered us to our quarters ; 
called Midshipman Stone to do his duty ; and if 
we did not do our duty, to blow our brains out. 
* Ay, ay ? was answered by Stone, who then 
held a pistol at my head, and ordered us to our 
places. We then continued at our pieces, and 
were compelled to fight till the Peacock struck ; 
and we were liberated after an impressment of 
about two years and eight months. 


his 
RICHARD 4- THOMPSON. 
mark 
Read over and signed in presence of 
JOSEPH HARRIS, 
JOHN S. FREAR. 


PoucnkEEPsiE, April 17, 1813. 


Dutcness Counry, ss: 

James Tompkins, being sworn, saith, that he 
is a native of Ulster county, opposite Poughkeep- 
sie; that he sailed out of New York, in the month 
of April, 1812, in the ship Minerva, bound to Ire- 
land; that, on her homeward hound passage; in 
July after, this deponent, with three other Ameri- 
can seamen, Samuel Davis, William Young, and 
John Brown, were impressed and taken on board 
the British ship Acteon, David Smith, Captain. 
We were taken on Saturday evening; on Mon- 
day morning we were brought to the gangway, 
and informed that we must enter on board the 
ship and live as other seamen, or we should live 
on oatmeal and water and receive five dozen 
lashes. This deponent says, himself and theother 


three impressed with him, did refuse to enter, 


and each of them were then whipped five dozeu 
lashes. On Wednesday following, we were again 
all brought up and had the same offer made to 
us, to enter, which we refused, and we were again 
whipped four dozen lashes, each. On Saturday 
after, the like offer was made to us, and on our 
refusal we were again whipped three dozen lashes. 
On Monday following, still refusing to enter, we 


were again whipped two dozen, each. On Wed- 
nesday following, we were again whipped one 


dozen each, and ordered to be taken below, and 
put in irons till we did enter; and the Captain 
said he would punish the damned Yankee raseals 
till they did enter. 
and laid in irons three months. 


We were then put in irons, 
j During the time 
of our impressment the ship had an action, and 


captured a French ship. Before this action we 


were taken out of irons and asked to fight, but 
we refused; and after the action we were again 
ironed, where we remained till the ship arrived 
at London. After arriving there we first heard 
of the war with America, and that the Guerriere 
was taken. 'This deponent took his shirt, and 
Samuel Davis and William Young took their 
handkerchiefs, made stripes and stars for the 
American colors, and hung it over a gun, and 
gave three cheers for the victory. The next 
morning at six o'elock we were brought up and 
whipped, two dozen lashes each, for huzzaing for 
the Yankee flag. Shortly after this, we were all 
released by the assistance of the American Con- 
sul and Captain Hall, who knew us. i 
This deponent further saith, that all had pro- 
tections, anà showed them, and claimed to be 
Americans, at the time they were impressed. 
JAMES TOMPKINS. 


Sworn before me this 17th day of April, 1813; 
at which time the said James Tompkins showed 
me his wrists, which, at his request, I examined, 
and there appeared to be marks on both of them, 
occasioned, as I suppose, from his having been 
in irons, : 
WM. W. BOGARDUS, 
Justice of the Peace. 


No. 5. 
Violation of Flags of Truce. 


MoxTREAL Prison, May 6, 1613. 


Sin: Laman unfortunate American, who was 
taken by the Indians on my way to Malden, with 
a flag of truce, from General Harrison, on the 
night of the 31st of January, and after a variety 
of indignities, too tedious to mention, I was 
brought here, and put in the dungeon for thirty- 
three days, and have been up on the centre floor a 
week. I wish to see you, if possible, and have 
your advice, &c. In haste, yours, &c., 
SAML. McKEEHAN, 
Surgeons Mate, 2d Reg. 2d Brig. 
Ohio Militia. 

Lieutenant Dupuey. 


2281 


APPENDIX. I 


2282 


Manner in which the War is waged by the Enemy. 


Monrreat Prison, May 9, 1813. 

Sır: Yesterday Sir George's Aid came and in- 
formed me that tlie nature of my confinement 
had been contrary to his orders, and Colonel Leth- 
bridge was required to restore me my liberty. I 
was also informed that you and myself would, 
probably, in a few days, be sent to the United 
States. Colonel Lethbridge told me he would 

„send for me at 3 o'clock, and take my parole. In 
less than one hour, Major Shackleton called, and 
said the Governor, after a more mature conside- 
ration, had concluded he could not let me have 
my liberty until he would hear from General 
Proctor. 

Two or three days after my imprisonment, 
Major Shackleton told me that General Proctor 
had promised, with the next despatches, to send 
all the papers relating to my case, and that then 
I would have a hearing. 

, So you may see punishment by torture is not 
yet abolished. ‘If they had drove a dagger through 
my heart, my punishment would have been much 
less, and their compassion much greater. 

|. Yours, &c., 

SAMUEL McKEEHAN. 

: Major Shackleton also told me that Colonel 
Baynes was unauthorized to tell me what he did. 
S. McK. 

Lieutenant Doprzvy. 


MonTnEaL Jatt, May 12, 1813. 

Sin: I am requested by Doctor McKeehan to 
inform you.of his present unpleasant situation. 
-He is at.this time so unwell as to be confined to 
liis bed, and has no chance of getting anything to 
make him comfortable. No person attends here 
to examine our situation; neither have we a 
chance to send out after any necessaries that we 
‘Want, 

Tam confident the Doctor's case requires some 
“very speedy aid, particularly as it respects his 
confined situation, lodging, &c. Yours, respect- 
fully, GEO. H. RODGERS, 

i United State? Army. 
Lieutenant DoprEy. 


Doctor McKeehan’s Narrative. 
Apany, May 24, 1813. 
On the 31st of January last I was ordered by 
General Harrison to proceed to the river Raisin, 
with a flag of truce, and from thence to Malden, 
if not stopped by the Indians. We arrived at the 
foot of the rapids of the Miami, at dark, and not 
finding a company of rangers as expected, we 
encamped in a cave, the horse and carryall be- 
fore the door, and the flag standing by them. 
About midnight the Indians fired in upon us, 
` killed Mr. Lemont, wounded myself in the foot, 
and made us prisoners. After despatching Mr. 
Lemont with the tomahawk, scalping and strip- 
ping him, they seized my horse, harness, great 
coat, blankets, and other clothing, and one hun- 
dred dollars in gold, which the General had sent 
to. procure necessaries for the wounded of Gene- 
tal Winchester’s army. 


That night I was made to walk more than 
twenty miles, to where Captain Elliot was sta- 
tioned with a party of Indians. The captain 
treated me politely, and sent me to Colonel Proc- 
tor. I was scatcely seated before the Colonel 
began to exclaim against General Harrison ; said 
he had been used to fight Indians and not Brit- 
ish; found fault with my instructions, and said 
the flag was only a pretext to cover a bad design. 
I rebutted his insinuations with indignation, 
which I believe has been the cause of all my 
troubles since. I was not recognised, in my offi- 
cial character, until the 5th of February, when I 
was informed by Proctor’s aid that I should at- 
tend on the wounded with Dr. Bower, and that 
I would be sent to the United States, but by a 
different route from that which I came. Doctor 
Bower in a few days was sent home and I de- 
tained. 

On the 2d of March, I was arrested, by order 
of Colonel Proctor, and accused of carrying on a 
private correspondence. On the 8th, without 
having any trial, ordered to Montreal, and hur- 
ried on from Fort George, night and day, al- 
though thinly clothed, and the weather very cold. 
From Kingston to Prescott, I was made to eat 
with the officers’ servants, This course of tor- 
ture being finished, on the 28th, when I arrived 
in Montreal, and without being asked any ques- 
tions, or suffered to ask any myself, I was put 
into the dungeon, eight or ten feet below the sur- 
face of the ground, where I had neither bed nor 
bedding, chair, bench, or stool; denied pen, ink, 
and paper, or even the use of a book, for two 
weeks. The only current of air that passed 
through my apartment came through the bowels 
of the privy! Here I was kept thirty-three days, 
when I was,to my great joy, put up with the 
American prisoners, and with them permitted to 
remain, until last Monday, when I was liberated 
by the intercession of Lieutenant Dudley, of the 
navy. Colonel Baynes, aid to the Governor, 
told me the outrage which had been committed 
on my person was contrary to his orders. 

I left fourteen American prisoners in jail, viz: 
George H. Rodgers, United States’ army; Wil- 
liam Hollenback, Onis Hooker, Philaster Jones, 
Harry Jones, Lewis Minor, Zebina Conkey, Phi- 
ney Conkey, Canton; Seth Barnes, Camden; 
Jared Witheril, John Campbell, Schoharie; Ma- 
jor Watson, Ogdensburg ; Alexander McGregor, 
Balston, who were kept in close confinement, 
notwithstanding Colonel Lethbridge and Major 
Shackelton had pledged their words to Captain 
Conkey, before he left Montreal for Quebec, that 
they should have the liberty of the town during 
the day. But the Captain was scarcely gone, 
when the pledge was either forgotten or disre- 
garded. The prisoners now are not permitted to 
procure such things as their small stock of money 
would provide. Sometimes they are half a day 
without water, and two or three days without 
wood ; and if they complain they are cursed and 
abused by the jailer, and told they are only al- 
lowed a quart of water in the day. I amre- 
quested to represent their situation to General 
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Dearborn, which I intend to do as soon as I ar- 
rive at Sackett’s Harbor. 

This is a sketch of the indignities I have had 
to put up with since the last of January. Iam, 
yours, &c. SAMUEL McKEEHAN, 

Surgeon's Mate 2d reg’t Ohio Militia. 


To his Excellency Major General Dearborn. 
Niagara CorrEE House, June 4, 1813. 

Sir: Without introduction or apology, I beg 
leave to state to your Excellency that, on the 31st 
of January last, I was ordered by General Harri- 
son to proceed to the river Raisin with a flag of 
trüce. I was required, in my instructions, if T 
met no British officer at that place, to proceed to 
Malden (if too great danger did not appear from 
the savages.) The same evening, thirty-three 
miles from the river Raisin, the Indians fired 
upón us and killed Mr. Lemont, (one of my at- 
tendants,) wounded myself in the foot, then con- 
véyed me to Captain Elliot, who took me to the 
river. Raisin, and from thence sent me to General 
Proctor, at headquarters,in Sand wich, who swore, 
by God, that the flag and papers which I gave 
him, was only a pretence to cover a dishonorable 
service. I rebutted his insinuations as moder- 
ately as my indignant feelings would permit. 
General Proctor made several observations on 
General Harrison’s ability as a commander; said 
he was used to fight Indians, but not British 
troops, &c. He kept my instructions; did not 
even inform the senior officer, Ensign Baker, of 
the American prisoners, that he had a letter for 
him. I was ordered to a tavern, under the charge 
of a French sergeant. I waited till the 4th of 
February before I wrote to General Proctor, de- 
manding in what character I was considered ; 
how long I would be detained, and the cause of 
my detention. 

‘The next day the General's aid informed me I 
was recognised as surgeon’s mate, and would at- 
tend with Doctor Bower on the American wound- 
ed prisoners. On the 12th I received a letter 
from General Proctor, in answer to one I had 
written the day before, of which the following is 
a copy:. 

Sanpwicu, February 12, 1813. 

Sır: In answer to your letter of the 11th in- 
stant, lam directed by Colonel Proctor, command- 
ing, to observe, that you were sent in for the pur- 
pose of attending on the sick and wounded of 
General Winchester’s army, for which purpose 
you are now detained; and beg leave further to 
observe, that, in the execution of your duty, you 
will render a most important service to your 
country. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your humble and 
most obedient servant, 

A. W. McLEAN, A. D. C. 


I continued to attend the wounded until the 2d 
of March, when A. D. C. MeLean informed me 
me that I was accused of carrying on a private 
correspondence, and that he was ordered to take 
me into custody and secure my papers ; which 


was accordingly done in the most uncivil man- 
ner. On the 8th of March, I was taken by a 
guard to Fort George, without trial or hearing, 
although I had written to General Proctor re- 
peatedly, requesting an investigation, to which T 
received no answer of any kind. From Fort 
George I was sent to Montreal, and hurried on 
night and day, although thinly clothed (having 
been robbed and stripped by the Indians) and the 
weather very cold. On my arrival at Montreal, 
I was, without being asked any questions, or per- 
mitted to ask any myself, put into a dungeon eight 
or ten feet below the surface of the ground, in 
dark and solitary confinement, and there kept 
thirty-three days, after which time I was put up 
with the American prisoners. A few days after 
my elevation, Lieutenant Dudley became ac- 
quainted with my situation, and made such rep- 
resentations to Governor Prevost as induced his 
Excellency to send his aid, Colonel Baynes, who 
said he was directed by the Governor to inform 
me that the outrage which had been committed 
cn my person was contrary to his orders, and told 
Colonel Lethbridge to take my parole and libe- 
rate me immediately. The Colonel, not having 
materials for writing at hand, said he would send 
for me at three o’clock. In less than one hour, 
the town major came, and informed me that the 
Governor, on more mature consideration, thought 
he could not liberate me until he got despatches 
from General Proctor. On the 17th May, eight 
or ten days after, I was taken from prison, and, 
in company with Lieutenant Dudley, sent to the 
United States. I may here observe, that the 
apartment in which I wasconfined did not contain 
either chair, bench, or stool, or any bedding what- 
ever, for the space of two weeks. Fresh beef was 
furnished, but no salt. I was denied pen, ink, and 
paper, and treated uniformly with the utmost 
contempt by the sergeant, whom 1 had the honor 
of seeing once every day for a few minutes. By 
the request of fourteen American prisoners, now 
in Montreal jail, whose names are hereunto an- 
nexed, I beg leaveto state to your Excellency, 
that they are kept in close confinement, sometimes 
halfa day without water, and frequently two or 


i three days without wood to cook with ; and when 


they complained, the jailer's curses were freely 
lavished upon them. They have not the privi- 
lege of procuring some little necessaries, which 
the benevolence of some humane persons enabled 
them to do by giving them a little money. Sir 
George Prevost has told them that their confiue- 
ment is owing to the bad faith of their own Gov- 
ernment, &c. 

I would have stated to your Excellency the 
knowledge I had, through the report of others, 
of the outrages and cruelties exercised on the 
American prisoners taken at General Winches- 
ter’s defeat, but must refer your Excellency to 
Mr. Ruland, who had a command in the Michi- 
gan militia last Summer, and who was, after hav- 
ing been dispossessed of all his property, sent to 
Fort George with me, who no doubt, had many 
opportunities of hearing such things triumphantly 
spoken of among British officers and subjects. 
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Ihave the honor to be, your Excellency’s most 
humble and obedient servant, 
SAMUEL McKEEHAN. 
Surgeon's Mate 2d Beg't Ohio Militia. 


List of persons left in Montreal jail.—George 
H. Rodgers, U. S. Army, Gaines Hooker, Jared 
Witherall, Lewis Minor, Pliny Conkey, Wm. 
Hollenback, Philaster Jones, Major Watson, John 
Campbell, David Johnson, Seth Barns, Danny 
Jones, Alexander McGregor, Zebina Conkey. 


] No. 6. 
Ransom of American prisoners from Indians in 
the British service. 
Extract of a letter from Mr. Woodward to the Secre- 
tary of State. 


ALBANY, March 22, 1813. 

“A few days previous to the 31st of January, 
1813, I transmitted some letters addressed to the 
friend$ and families of a few of the prisoners 
whom we had been able to ransom out of the 
hands of the savages. 

“On the 31st of January I addressed you a let- 
ter covering similar information for twelve other 
families.” 


No. 7. 

Pillage and destruction of private. property on 
the Chesapeake Bay, AA in the neighboring 
country. 7 
"William Sears, of Talbot county, in Maryland, 

states, that about the —— day of April last, whilst 

the British squadron, commanded, as he under- 
stood, by Admiral Warren, lay about Sharp’s 
island, in the Chesapeake Day, he being on the 
island called Poplar island, his place of residence, 
observed some tenders and barges coming off from 
the squadron in a direction towards the said island. 

The relater was then in the act of removing his 

furniture and other property from the island, and 

hastened therein from seeing the apparent ap- 

roach of the enemy ; but thesaid tenders and 
barges, whilst this relater was crosssing to the 
main with his scows and batteaux laden with his 
property, and in tow of his two schooners, ap- 
peared suddenly to put back to their ships. The 
relater afterwards, in the afternoon and evening 
of the same day, made two other trips to the 
island, and succeeded in getting off all his bacon. 

On the succeeding day, as this relater thinks it 

was, heagain went on the island and got off forty 

or fifty barrels of his corn and some other articles, 
without any interruption from the enemy. The 
relater having, in his first trip, got off his family 
and slaves, he now watched the movements of 
the enemy from his farm on the main. On Sun- 
day morning the —— he saw two tenders come 
to at Poplar island and go ashore in barges, 
and, after some length of time, he saw them de- 
part from the island. The relater, in the after- 
noon of the last mentioned day, in company with 
several of his neighbors, went to see what the 
enemy had done on the island, and found that 
they had injured nothing, nor taken anything 


a 


away except some cider from the cellar. The 
relater then took off with him as many of his 


| hogs and other articles as he could, and was hur- 


ried off by seeing the enemy put off from the 
squadron with several barges in tow of their ten- 
ders, -The enemy, on that evening, took posses- 
sion of the island, and remained that night and a 
part of the next day, as well as this relater recol- 
lects; and, on the last mentioned day, left the 
island and followed the squadron, which, in the 
meantime, had moved up the bay. "The relater, 
seeing this, on the next or the second day after, 
again went on the island, and there found that the 
enemy had taken and killed about thirty head of 
black cattle, eighty-six head of old sheep and be- 
tween twenty and thirty lambs; that they had 
killed three hundred breeding sows in their beds, 
whose pigs were found dead ; and that they had 
taken off almost all of his poultry, all he supposes 
they could catch. From his house (where he 
had left some of his worst furniture) they took 
off an old looking glass, worth about four dollars, 
and some newspapers in a file. They broke sev- 
eral locks and one door, and threw many things 
about the house. In a house on the island, which 
had been occupied by James Sears, they broke 
his desk to pieces and threw about his furniture 
and other things; but the relater does not now 
recollect that anything was taken away. f 

In testimony whereof the said William Sears 
hath hereunto set his hand, this 22d day of June, 
1813. WILLIAM SEARS. 


Maryann, Talbot County, ss: 

Be it remembered, that, on this 22d day of June, 
1813, William Sears, Esq., of Talbot county, per- 
sonally appears before me, the subscriber, one of 
the justices of the peace of the State of Maryland, 
in and for Talbot county, duly commissioned and 
qualified, and made oath on the Holy Evange- 
lists, that the statement of facts herein contained 
is substantially true, to the best of his knowledge, 


recollection, and belief. 
S worn before me, PETER DENNY. 


STATE of Maryann, Talbot County, to wit: 


I hereby certify, that Peter Denny, Esq., before 
whom the above affidavit appears to have been 
made, and who has thereto subscribed his name, 
was, at the time of taking and signing the same, 
aud still is, one of the State of Maryland's jus- 
tices of the peace, in and for the county aforesaid, 
duly commissioned and qualified. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereto set my 

hand, and affixed the seal of my office, 
[u. s.] this twenty-fourth day of June, Anno 
Domini 1813. 
JACOB LOOCKERMAN, 
Clerk Talbot County Court. 


STATE or Maryann, Cecil County: 

Personally appeared before me, the subscriber, 
one of the justices of the peace for the county and 
State aforesaid, Frisby Henderson, and made oath 
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on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, that, 
on the 29th day of April, 1813, about seven o'clock 
A. M., a considerable British force, . distributed 
into thirteen barges, commenced a hostile attack 
on a landing called Frenchtown, the property of 
this deponent, in the county aforesaid ; that, some 
days previous thereto, a battery for five guns had 
been commenced on the wharf, but was in an un- 
finished state ; that, on the approach of the British 
force, eight or ten men collected, and commenced 
firing from the battery, and stopped the advance 
of the barges for some time. The ammunition 
being expended, the barges then came on, and a 
firing from them commenced. of cannon shot at 
the battery, and also at the dwelling houses in 
Frenchtown. The British then landed on the 
wharf, and immediately set fire to a new store- 
house on the wharf, which at that time contained 
nothing but a large quantity of oats, the property 
of this deponent ; and also a fishery adjoining the 
wharf was set on fire at the same time. After 
burning the said store-house and fishery, a force 
of about two hundred and fifty marines was 
marched from the wharf, through Frenchtown, 
and up the river shore, to the dwelling-house of 
‘this deponent, and demanded the way to the town 
of Elkton ; that, finding the river must be crossed 
on that direction to get to Elkton, the whole force 
returned to Frenchtown, broke open the upper 
store-house, which was at that time full of goods, 

art of which was the property of the United 

tates, and the remainder for different merchants 
of Baltimore, to the amount, probably, of fifty or 
sixty thousand dollars; and plundered and car- 
ried off part of the goods, and set fire to the house 
‘and burnt it with the remainder of the goods. 
This deponent saith, that, by the destruction of 
the two store-houses and fishery, together with 
the oats and other property he had in the upper 
store-house, burned by the British as aforesaid, 
he has sustained a loss of about three thousand 
dollars, 

Sworn before me, the subscriber, on this 12th 
day of June, 1813. ALEX. KINKEAD. 


Sworn before me, the subscriber, the 12th day 


of June, 1813. - 
; ALEXANDER KINKEAD. 


Strate or ManvLAND, Cecil County: 


Personally appeared before me, the subscriber, 
one of the justices of the peace for the county 
aforesaid, Delia Penington, and made oath on the 
Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, that she saw 
the British, on the 29th of April, 1813, land on 
the wharf at Frenchtown, and immediately set 
fire to and burn down the store-house and fishery. 
That, after the store-house was on fire, the ma- 
rines were marched up: from the wharf; and, at 
the time of the plundering and burning the upper 
store-house, the marines were formed in the road 
opposite her mother’s house. The officer com- 
manding the marines, who informed this depo- 
nent his name was Wybourne, said their orders 
were to burn the stage stable and destroy the 
stage coaches. That, on this deponent’s soliciting 
of him not to burn the stables and stages, the offi- 
cer replied, the question they generally asked 
when they went to any place was, how they voted 
at the elections, and inquired of this deponent it 
her uncle, meaning Mr. Henderson, voted for 
the war. 

S worn before me, the subscriber, this 12th day 
of June, 1813. ` 

ALEXANDER KINKEAD. 


I do hereby certify, that, on the morning of the 
6th of May last, I was impressed at my house at 
Turner’s Creek, by the British forces, as they 
passed up the river Sassafras to Frederick and 
George towns, and was forced to accompany them 
to the above places. On our way up, we were 
met by two mulatto men in a batteau. Captain 
Byng, (the name, I believe, of the officer,) in 
whose boat I was, took a white handkerchief, 
fastened it on his espontoon, and was about to en- 
ter the batteau with the negroes, in order to pro- 
ceed up the river, to inform the officer command- 
ing there that, if he would not fire upon their 
barges, they would not destroy the town, when 
he was ordered by the Admiral not to do so, who 


STATE or Maryann, Cecil County: 


Personally appeared before me, the subscriber, 
one of the justices of the peace for the county 
aforesaid, Cordelia Penington, living in French- 
town, and made oath on the Holy Evangelists of 
Almighty God, that she saw the British, on the 
29th of April, 1813, land on the wharf at French- 
town, and immediately set fire to and burnt the 
store-house and fishery. "That, on the British 
breaking open the upper store-house, this depo- 
nent went down to the store-house, and solicited 
the commanding officer not to burn the house; he 
replied, that he came for the purpose of burning 
the store-houses ; that they were public property; 
that this deponent replied, the store-houses were 
private property, and belonged to her brother; the 
Officer said there was publie property in it, and 
should be burnt, and ordered the house set on fire, 
and burnt it with all the goods they did not carry 
away. 


with the message; that, as they were known to 
the people in the fort above, he expected that 
they would believe what they told them.” We 
were then opposite to Mr. Wicke’s farm, which I 
think must be about a mile below the fort. The 
batteau with the negroes went to the fort as di- 
rected, and the British forces soon after followed. 
I was in the foremost boat, and continued in said 
boat until their return down the river, after burn- 
ing the towns, when I was landed on Mr. With- 
ered's shore; and most positively declare, that 
there was no white flag ever hoisted in her or any 
of the other boats, to my knowledge; nor did I 
ever hear any of the British officers or privates 
say they had ever hoisted a flag, or that one ever 
had been fired on. 

The captain, on his return down the river, de- 
elared, that “if he could catch Colonel Veazey, 


observed, ^that he would only send the negroes: 
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.who commanded at the fort above, he would 


quarter him, and give me part of his quarter for 
steaks, for that the fire he had received was one 
of Washington’s rounds.” 

I can’t say positively what number of men 
they lost, as they would only acknowledge five 
wounded, but thiak they have sustained greater 
injury. : ] 

Given under my hand, this 9th day of June, 1813. 

JOHN STAVELY. 


Subscribed and sworn to before— 
SAMUEL BOYER. 


I certify, that I was at the battery on Pearce’s 
Point, on the 6th of May, when a squadron of 
British barges visited Georgetown; that I had a 
full view of all the barges until they got posses- 
sion of the battery on the Cecil shore, and that I 
saw no white flag displayed from either of the 


barges. 
a! W. SPENCER. 
Jone 9, 1813. 


- We, the undersigned, certify that, on the 6th 
of May last, at the time Admiral Cockburn, with 
a considerable armed force, attacked and destroy- 
ed Frederick and George towns, on Sassafras 
river, in the State of Maryland, were in or near 
the breastwork below Fredericktown, under the 
command of Colonel Thomas W. Veazey. From 

„Gur position, we had a full and perfect view of 
the enemy’s hostile armament, and saw nothing 
with it, or preceded or followed it, that indicated 
or had the appearance of a flag of truce, according 
to the established usage of civilized nations. 

. . We understand à flag of truce to be a mission 


` for a pacific purpose, accompanied by men with- 


‘out arms, and unprotected by a naval or military 
force. 

“The barges moved up the river in close and 
compact order; the leading boat, a few yards 
ahead of the rest, said to be Admiral Cockburn’s, 
„carried a colored flag, and was escorted by not 
less than fifteen armed barges, and full of armed 

‘frien, immediately in its rear, and evidently ap- 
proached in a menacing manner, and with hostile 
intentions. 


Given under our hands, this 10th day of June, 
1813. 


Joshua Ward, 
John W. Etherington, 
Dela F. Heath, 
:John V. Price, 
` Henry E. Coalman, 
Samuel Dixon, 
. Joshua Greenwood, 
‘Robert H. Maxwell, 
. William Etherington, 
» We saw no flag of any description. 
- Joseph Davis, J. Conly, his x mark, 
William Roberts, N. T. Franks, his x mark, 
“Dormer Oakes, Joshua Haffington, . 


oM. Kendrick, his x mark, N. Farrow, his x mark. 


John Loftis, 

John Duffoy, 

John Etherington, 
Moses N. Carson, 

H. Dowlin, his x mark, 
James 8. Price, 

Elias See, 

George Beaster. 


STATE or Maryann, Cecil County, ss: 

On the 10th day of June, Anno Domini 1813, 
personally appeared each and every person whose 
names are subscribed to the foregoing certificate, 
before the subscriber, a justice of the peace for 
the county and State aforesaid, and made oath 
on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, that 
the facts detailed in the foregoing certificate are 
true, to the best of their knowledge and belief. 

Sworn before H. B. PENINGTON. 


I do hereby certify, that I was at the breastwork 
near Fredericktown, on the 6th ultimo, when the 
British came up the river in their barges, and that 
I did not see a flag of truce, nor do I believe that 
the commanding officer at the breastwork knew 
or supposed there was any such thing in or 
among the barges. As witness my hand, this 
12th day of June, 1813. 

JAMES SCANLAN. 

S worn to before the subscriber, a justice of the 
peace for Cecil county, and State of Maryland, 
the day and year above mentioned. 

H. B. PENINGTON. 


The deposition of Richard Barnaby, of Fredericktown, 
in Cecil county, Maryland, aged about forty-eight 
years. 

Being duly sworn, deposeth and saitb, that, on 
the morning of the 5th of May, after the engage- 
ment took place at the fort below this town, that 
he went a short distance out of town to see some 
females to a place of safety, and, on his return, he 
met about twenty of the British troops armed, 
commanded by an officer, who observed, on meet- 
ing of him, here is one of the damned rascals from 
the fort; and then inquired where the damned 
rascals which were at the fort had run to, and’ 
ordered him to go with him and show them to 
him. The deponent observing he did not know 
where they were, the officer swore he was a liar, 
and drew his sword, and threatened to kill him; 
one of the men presented a bayonet, and another 
drew a dirk, and swore if he did not go he would 
run it through him. He afterwards went with 
them as far as Captain Francis B. Chandler's 
house, at which time Francis B. Chandler was 
going towards his house; and, on their hearing 
some person call him captain, the officer ordered 
his men to take him ; the Admiral coming up at 
the time, inquired the reason that house was set 
on fire. Afterwards, this deponent returned to 
his own house with the Admiral, and requested 
of him not to have it set on fire. The Admiral 
promised it should not be burnt if he would fur- 
nish him with thirty fowls, which he promised 
he would do. He furnished them with about 
thirteen fowls. They then took away and de- 
stroyed nearly the whele of his furniture which 
was in the house, and his provisions,and left him 

Given under my hand, this 12th June, 1813. 

2 RICHARD BARNABY. 

S worn to and subscribed before me, a justice 
of the peace for Cecil county, the day and year 
above written. H. B. PENINGTON. 
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The deposition of Francis B. Chandler, of Frederick- 
town, Cecil county, Maryland, aged about thirty- 
nine years. 

Being duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that, on 
the morning of the 6th of May last, just as he re- 
turned from the fort, he was standing near his 
house, and saw a British party, consisting of 
about fifty persons, armed and headed by an offi- 
cer, said to be a post captain, running up to his 
house; that he, this deponent, stepped upon the 
steps of the house, and requested the officer not 
to enter; that he caught him by the breast, and 
called him a damned rascal, and pulled him from 
off the steps, and then entered the house, with the 
whole of the party,and gave three cheers, and 
ordered the men to go to work, and called for fire; 
that they immediately commenced cutting the 
staircase, window-sash, and breaking the glass, 
and set the house on fire in three places; that, at 
this time, Admiral Cockburn arrived, and he, this 
deponent, begged him to have the fire put out 
‘until he would reason the case with him, and the 
Admiral asked him what he could do; if he could 
furnish thirty bullocks in half an hour; that if he 
could not, the house should be burnt; and asked 
him if he would try to get them; and upon this 
deponent replying in the affirmative, ordered the 


fire to be put out for the present; that he, this. 


deponent, got upon his horse, and rode about half 
a mile, when he fell in with Colonel Veazey, and 
informed him what he was after; and that the 
Colonel told him to go back and inform the Ad- 
miral that he should not have them ; that he re- 
turned and informed the Admiral of it, who then 
asked him what else he could do; and if he had 
a good deal of poultry ; and upon replying yes, 
told him he must have it, and ordered his men to 
, catch it; which was done, and carried off; that 
then, by the great persuasion and entreaty of this 
deponent's wife and sister, the house was ordered 
not to be burnt; but the sister of this deponent 
was much abused by one of their inferior officers, 
for her exertions in endeavoring to save the prop- 
erty ; that this deponent had his warehouse burnt 
by them, with a considerable quantity of goods in 
it, and that he himself was a prisoner with them 
for about three hours. 
Given under my hand, this 12th June, 1813. 
FRANCIS B. CHANDLER. 


S worn to and subscribed before me, a justice 
of the peace for Cecil county, the day and year 


above written. ; 
H. B. PENINGTON. 


On this 12th day of June, 1813, personally ap- 
peared Jonathan Greenwood, aged thirty years, 
and being first sworn on the Holy Evangelists of 
Almighty God, did declare, and say: that, on the 
moruing of the 6th of May last, upon the landing 
of the British forcesat Fredericktown, where this 
deponent resides, an officer and two sailors came 
to said deponent’s house, and swore that, if they 
had not found him without arms, they would have 
thrust him through with their bayonets; they then 
retired, fell in with some other forces, which soon 


after came to deponent’s house, broke it open, took 
whatever they conveniently could carry away, and 
destroyed the rest, with their cutlasses and dirks, 
and burned it, with his dwelling-house, store- 
house, and kitchen. The officers appeared to be 
most aetive in the destruction of his property. 
The houses in the town were, soon after, gener- 
ally, set on fire and destroyed. 
JONATHAN GREEN WOOD. 


Sworn to and subscribed, before me, a justice 
of the peace for Cecil county, on the day and year 
above written. H. B. PENINGTON. — 


The deposition of Captain John Allen, of Frederick- 
town, Cecil county, Maryland, aged about fifty-one 
years. 

Being duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that. on 
the morning of the 6th May last, when the Brit- 
ish forces landed, on the beach of Fredericktown, 
and marched up through the streets, they fell in 
with this deponent at his brother James Allen’s 
house. 'The troops were headed by their com- 
manding officer, (Admiral Cockburn, as this de- 
ponent was informed by one of the men,) and 
observed, who the damnation are these that kept 
such a firing upon us—are they regulars? This 
deponent answered no, they were militia ; he then 
asked where they were gone, and was told he did 
not know ; he then asked, where are all the men 
of the town ? and was informed they were moved 
out; he said he had sent word to the shore that, 
if he was not fired upon, he would not destroy 
any property, and turned round and observed, to 
a black boy standing by, you black son-of-a-bitch 
was one of the persons f sent word by; which the 
boy denied. He then ordered the men to go on 
and burn and destroy, which they executed with 
fidelity. "This deponent then begged the Admiral 
to spare his house, (meaning the house,of James 
Allen,) as his brother's wife was confined up stairs, 
ina very delicate situation, with an infant only 
two days old. He then ordered her to be cleared 
out; Mrs. McDonnah, his wife's mother, run out, 
clasping her hands, and begged for God's sake to 
spare her child, for if she was removed her life 
would belost. He then ordered, spare this house. 
He now marched off after the men that had been 
gone for some little time, and shortly after returned 
on horseback. This deponent then requested the 
Admiral to spare bim one house, that he might 
collect his family together in, after it should please 
Providence to restore peace between the two na- 
tions. He then directed this deponent to get him 
some fowls, who informed him he had none; he 
damned him, and asked if he could not get them, 
and was told no; immediately afterwards a fire was 
made in the storehouse, and consumed. While 
George and Frederick towns were in flames, the 
Admiral, in the presence of this deponent, ob- 
served to his officers, well, my lads, this looks 
well; to which no reply was made, and he or- 
dered all hands on board of the boats. That this 
deponent saw the British, two-and-a-half miles.off, 
coming up, and saw no flag of truce, or anything 
like it. "That this deponent was of opinion the 
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defence made by Colonel Veazey, and the men 
under his command, was such as to entitle them 
to much credit, and justified by every circum- 
stance within his knowledge; though himself and 
brother are sufferers to nearly one-half of the prop- 
erty in Fredericktown. JOHN ALLEN. 
Sworn to and subscribed, before me, this 12th 
day of June, 1813, a justice of the peace for Cecil 
county. H. B. PENINGTON. 


The deposition of Joshua Ward, living about one mile 
from Fredericktown, in Cecil county, aged forty-four. 

Being duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that, from 
the best information he could obtain, from those 
persons that were left at his house, that a party of 
British, consisting of between thirty and forty 
men, commanded by an officer, said to be a post 
captain, on the 6th of May last, went to his house, 
and immediately placed a guard around it, inquired 
articularly for him, and searched every part of the 
Tous, swearing they would sacrifice him; being 
disappointed in finding me, they then began to 
destroy the tables, chairs, looking glasses, &c.; 
when they had completed the destruction of such 
furniture as they could not take off with them, the 
officer himself took down a pair of handsome look- 
ing glasses, and others of the party took as much 
of the best bedding, clothing, plate, window cur- 
tains, &c., as they could conveniently carry with 
them ; my little boy's clothes they carried off on 
the point of their bayonets; before they.left the 
house, they put powder in every room below stairs, 
an officer got fire himself from the kitchen, and 
had it kindled in the different rooms, and a bed 
put in the cellar with a part of the broken chairs, 
tables, &c., and a fire kindled; they then left the 
house, but continued in the yard until the fire was 
bursting from the windows, and swore, that, if 
there was an attempt to extinguish the fire, they 
would put the person to death ; that they intended 
to return and burn everything on the farm; they 
fired at one of my sons, not twelve years of age, 

as he was driving off a flock of sheep. 

` JOSHUA WARD. 


Sworn to and subscribed, before me, a justice 
of the peace for Cecil county, Maryland, this 14th 
June, 1813. H. B. PENINGTON. 


The deposition of Toilus Robertson, aged about thirty- 
four years, who did live within about one mile of 
Fredericktown, Cecil county, Maryland. 


This deponent states, that, on the morning of 
the 6th of May, he was at the breastwork near 
Fredericktown, at the time the British armament 
eame up the Sassafras river; that he saw no flag 
of truce; that, after the militia were obliged to 
retreat, he returned home, and in a very short 
time saw a party of the British coming towards 
his house, and he and his family left their house, 
except two black women anda black man, who 
state that the British took the deponent’s house- 
hold furniture, and piled it up in the yard before 


the house door, and set them on fire, which com- 
munieated to the house, and consumed it also; 


the barn, which stood about one hundred yards 
from the house, was set on fire and consumed. 
This deponent lost all his household goods and 
provisions. He saw Fredericktown in flames, 
previous to his leaving his house, which alarmed 
himself and family to that degree, that he aban- 
doned his house for their safety. 
Witness my hand, 
TOILUS ROBERTSON. 


Sworn and subscribed to, before the subscriber, 
a justice of the peace for Cecil county, Maryland, 
this fourteenth day of June, 1813. 
H. B. PENINGTON. 


The deposition of Moses N. Cannon, aged about thirty- 
two, who lives within about one-half mile of Frederick- 
town, in Cecil county, Maryland. 


This deponent states that he was at the breast- 
work, near Fredericktown, on tbe 6th of May last, 
when the British armament came up the Sassa- 
fras river; that he saw no flag of truce; that, 
after the militia were obliged to retreat, he re- 
turned home, and was occupied in turning horses 
out of his wheat field, when a party of the Brit- 
ish came to his house; he rode up to them, and 
they informed him that he was their prisoner ; 
and on his observing that he was in their power, 
they inquired of him if he had anything to drink, 
and he answering in the negative, they told him 
they had got something to eat, and asked him if 
he wanted his house burnt; and he answering in 
the negátive, they told him to go then to the 
captain, that he was in the house, and would set 
fire to it; and on his going towards the house he 
met the person whom they called the captain, 
with another person with him, loaded with his, 
this deponent’s, bed clothes, a pair of boots, and a 
number of other articles, carrying them towards 
his men, who were formed outside the yard ; at 
the time, an officer on horseback rode up and in- 
quired of the deponent where the damned militia 
were; observed to him that they had retreated, 
pointing at the same time towards a wood ; he 
observed he must burn the deponent's house, and 
on the deponent expostulating with him, and 
stating the disadvantage he would labor under, 
in case his house was burnt, he then inquired of 
him the road to the mouth of Elk river, and if he, 
the officer, could march his men there, and the 
deponent observed that his Government would 
not permit him to give him any instruction ; and 
the officer observed that he knew that as well as 
the deponent, but that he might trusta British 
officer, and smiled, and turned his horse, and 
ordered his men to march, and they went off, 
without burning the house or asking any more 
questions. The deponent then went to a neigh- 
boring house to see about a part of his family, 
and on his return back towards his house, he was 
fired on by a party of the British, stationed in 
the public road, about one hundred and fifty 
yards from the deponent’s house; he then re- 
treated across the field, and abandoned his house; 
he saw, after riding from the party who fired on 
him, a party going towards his house, who, as he 
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‘supposes, destroyed, or took away, the residue of 
his household goods, and broke the window glass 
sash, doors, and did considerable damage to his 
house. Fredericktown was on fire about the time 
the first party of the British came to the deponent’s 
house. Witness my hand. 

MOSES N. CANNON. 


Sworn to and subscribed, before me, a justice 
of the peace for Cecil county, Maryland, this 
fourteenth day of June, 1813. 

H. B. PENINGTON. 


Sassafras Necx,Cecil Co., June 28, 1813. 


I do hereby certify, that, being in the fort at 
Fredericktown, on Sassafras river, on the morn- 


ing of the 6th of May last, when a battle took 
place with the British and the militia, under the 
command of Colonel Thomas W. Veazey, I dis- 
tinctly saw the enemy, from the time they first 
came in view, and discerned no flag of truce, or 
anything resembling one. The enemy, after some 
resistance, landed, burned Frederick and George 
towns, and destroyed a great deal of other private 
property. My house, about eight miles on the 
tiver from the fort, was plundered by them on 
their way down the river. 


JOHN T. VEASY. 


Sworn before 


H. B. PENINGTON. 
Justice of the Peace. 


Valuation of Property destroyed in Fredericktown. 


Owners’ Names. | 
— j 
Captain John Allen -  - 


« | Small house- - 
Small do. - . 


Granary  - as 


Richard Barnaby - 


Furniture and apparel 
John Barnaby - 


House and kitchen 
House and kitchen 


John H. Brown - - - 


Wearing apparel 
Captain Frs. B. Chandler - 


Granary on wharf 


Jonathan Greenwood - - 
Merchandise - 


Mrs. Ann Moore - - | Dwelling house - 


Furniture, &e. - 


House - - 
House - - 


Joseph Jarvis - - 
Elizabeth McClannan 
James Mitchell - 
Moses Cannon - 
Toilus Robertson 
James Williamson 
Joshua Ward - 


John Ward, senr. - 2 


Tenant’s house - 


Dwelling house, kitchen, and meat house 


Stable and carriage house 


Granary and shed, near bank - - - - 


Dwelling house, kitchen, and store house -~ - 


Dwelling house, kitchen, and meat house 
Furniture, apparel, &c. - . - 

Furniture, apparel, &c. - $ 
Furniture, apparel, &c. - - 
Dwelling house and kitchen - 
| Furniture, apparel, &c. - = 


Species of Property. Amount. . 
- - $1,200 00 
- =- - = - 20000 
- s. 3 - - - 300 00 
- - - = - 100 00 
E - oe - - =- 1,000 00 
———— | $2,800 00 
z - - - - "E 411 00 
- - - T c - 350 00 b e 
- + - - - - 500 00 
850 00 
z xs xs - 2 lj; PE 4T 00 
1,000 00 
. - -~ - - = 250 00 : 
1,250 00 
2,018 37] 


1,200 00 
447 00 


1,647 00 
50 00 
100 00 
300 00 
250 00 
208 00 
153 25 


OO as 


5,936 45 
450 00 


fe 
Sum total . «| $15,871 075 
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Property destroyed in Georgetown. 


Owners’ names. Species of property. Amount. 
Ann Bagwell - - - | Furniture,&ce. - - - e 7 =. € c1 2 $156 00 
Smith Bagwell's heirs - - | Shoemaker's shop - - - < = " " 209 00 
Margaret Downs - - - | Dwelling house and kitchen - - = Š à > - 150 00 
Denis Donlevy -  -  -| Household furniture, apparel, musical instruments, books, pro- 
vision, &c.  - . - - - - - - - 3,744 15 
Thomas Dollis - - - | Furniture, apparel, carpenter’s tools, &c. — - = - . 110 00 
Margaret Jackson - + | Houses, furniture, apparel, money, tools, &c. - > 2 1,865 75 
Arthur Nicholson's heirs - | Dwelling house, &c.. -  - - > - 2 2 - 350 00 
Mary Nicholson -  - - | Furniture, apparel, &c. - MD = -= č = 150 00 
Joseph Jarvis — - — - ^ -| Furniture, apparel, &c. -2 = =- -e č e č =- : 67 124 
Archibald McNeill - - | House - - - - - - - - E š " 200 00 
Fanny McNeill - - - | Furniture, apparel, &c. - - * 5 ra " " 109 874 
Philip F. Rasin - - Granary - - - - a - - - $300 00 
, Furniture, apparel, &e. - - 2 6 - 4128 75 
` 428 T 
Isabella Faggert - - - | Furniture, apparel, &c. - - - - - < P 134 56 
Robert Usilton .- — - — -| Furniture, apparel, &c. D LLILLLLLL 119 60 
Mrs. Wilson - - - | Dwelling house, kitchen, and two out-houses " A 1,800 00 
William Inland -~ - - | Dwelling house, kitchen, stable, and carriage house - - 850 00 
Mrs. Pearer - - - | Dwelling house, brick, kitchen, stable, and carriage house — - 850 00 
Mrs. Mary Everitt - - | Carriage house - . - - - - - - - 80 00 
Jacob Roads - . - | Old house - - - - - - - - - - 40 00 
Heirs of William Pope - | Tavern house, granary, two story stable, and carriage house - 1,000 00 
Miss Stengises -~ - - | Good brick dwelling house and kitchen - - - - - 2,500 00 
Arthur Nicholson'sheirs -~ |- - - - =- c . e = č =< Z = č = 200 00 
Isabella Freeman - - | Dwelling house, kitchen, stable, and carriage house . . 800 00 
Mrs. Mary Henry - - | Storehouse - - - -~ - - - - - . 250 00 
Robert Elliott - — - - | Dwelling house, kitchen, and stable — - - 2-2; . 800 00 
Stepney Congo -  - - | Dwelling house -  - T > - - 1 -> 150 00 
Ann Peare- - -~  -|Dmweling house and kitchen - - =- = - = = 150 00 
William Jackson -  .| Dwelling house, kitchen, storehouse, and granary - -+ — - 500 00 
InoisSpuran -  -  -| Dwelling house and kitchen - . 1 c] ee 1,000 00 
Heirs of Alex’r Williamson - | Dwelling house, kitchen, &c. - - - . - E 1,500 00 
Sum total, Georgetown  - . - $19,755 81 
Ditto Fredericktown - - 15,871 07$ 


The within is an inventory of property burned, | 


otherwise destroyed, or taken away, on the sixth 
day of May last, by the British forces command- 
ed by Rear Admiral Cockburn, in Frederick aud 
Georgetown, and the vicinity thereof, situated 
on Sassafras river, Eastern: Shore, State of Ma- 
tyland, taken by the subscribers, on oath, when 
they had a competent knowledge thereof; but 
when they had not a satisfactory knowledge of 
the property destroyed as aforesaid, schedules 
thereof were taken from the owners upon oath. 
The subscribers have sufficient reasons to believe, 
indeed, that property toa very considerableamount 
has been destroyed or taken away by the afore- 
said British forces, from the abovementioned 
places, which they can obtain no correct or satis- 


factory account of. 
JOHN J. COX, 
JOHN MAXWELL, 
JOHN BLACKISTON. 
Juv 28, 1813, 


Whole amount $35,626 884 


| 
= 


LD 


Eastern Snore, (Mp.,) 
Marenco, July 18, 1813. 
Sin: Multiplied engagements and forgetful- 
ness, succeeding each other, have prevented my 
forwarding to you this statement of the depreda- 
tions committed on my property at Sharp's Island, 
by the enemy, while in the Chesapeake, On the 
12th of April, while I was in the act of removing 
my stock, &c., they landed upwards of a hundred 
men, and prevented my removing anything. 
They detained me on the island until the 17th, 
in which time they were principally engaged in 
getting water. Declarations were made by Ad- 
miral Warren and the other officers, that every- 
thing of the stock or grain kind taken away, 
should be paid for at a fair price. Admiral Cock- 
burn was, as I am informed, at this time sent up 
the bay with the advance detachment of the fleet. 
Admiral Warren's ship and a few tenders only 
remained about the island. At that time they 
took twenty-eight hogs, four sheep, twelve cattle, 
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thirteen bushels of Indian corn, and informed me 
that they should allow the following prices for 
them: Hogs $24, sheep $24, cattle $13 a piece, 
corn $1 per bushel. On my return to the island 
some weeks afterwards, the accounts were made 
out to the amount of $247, bills on their Govern- 
ment for the amount, except about $54 in specie. 
Before I returned to the island the fleet had all 
gone down the bay. I understood from the in- 
habitants, living in sight of the island, that the 
enemy had paid the island another visit, and had 
made a general sweep of the stock. On my ar 
rival at the island I found it too true. They had 
taken all my sheep, in number 91; sixty-five of 
whieh were one-half and three-fourths blood me- 
rinoes, and one full blood ram which cost me $95, 
eighteen head of cattle, and about twenty hogs. 
They left a bill on their Government for $133, 
and cash to the amount of $40. "They took all 
poultry, shot in a wanton manner one of the finest 
boars which this country could produce, and 
which was much admired by Admiral Warren 
for his uncommon beauty and breed, and who 
forbid, as a favor to me, that he should be disturb- 
ed. They bayoneted others, which they left 
wounded, and which would have been lost had 
my overseer not saved a part by killing them. 
They left nothing for the sheep, only a promise’ 
of $2 per head. I have estimated my loss, aris- 
ing principally from this last visit, at $1,203, as 
will appear by the following statement: 


18 catie, at $13. - - - - $234 00 
20 hogs, at $4 - - - - 80 00 
55 $ and 4 blood lambs, at $10 - 550 00 
36 common stock, with fleece, at $6 216 00 
4 taken at the first visit, merinoes, 
atio S x 40 00 
$1,120 00 
Deduct $24 paid for the first four - 10 00 
1110 00 
1 full blòoded merinoram -  - 95 00 
1,205 00 
Bills and cash left - - - e 173 00 
1,032 00 
Trouble and expense of reinstating 
stock - - - - - 100 00 
$132 00 


T will give those prices to any person who will 
reinstate the same number of stock and kine at 
the close of the war, or deliver them at any of my 
farms, the ram excepted, as I have raised others 
of the same kind. The injury done me by break- 
ing up the flock of sheep is far beyond the prices 
stated, as they cannot be reinstated for several 
years. The destruction of theram was a wanton 
outrage, as he was not fit to be eaten. He was 
bayoneted, and I believe left on the island. This, 
I presume, was aimed at our manufactures. 

- There will be a loss of at least 20 per cent. upon 
the bills if sold here, and probably a total loss if 


I wait for the British Government to pay them. 
Add this to the amount above given, makes the 
total loss $1,203. Your friend and servant, 
JACOB GIBSON.. 
James Nana, Esq., near Easton. 


TALBOT COUNTY, sct: : 

On the 20th July, 1813, came Jaeob Gibson 
esquire, before me, one of the Justices of the Peace 
for the State of Maryland, and for Talbot county 
aforesaid, and made oath, on the Holy Evangel- 
ists of Almighty God, that what is contained in 
the within instrument of writing is justand true, 
as stated, as near as he can ascertain. 


WM. HARRISON, Ja. 


Unirep STATES! FRIGATE ADAMS, 
July 24, 1813. 
Sir: I have the honor to enclose the copy of a 
letter from Lieutenant Reed, giving the particu- 
lars of the loss of the schooner Asp, arid the in- 
human conduct of the enemy to her commander, 
Mr. Segourney. Another letter from Lieutenant 
Reed, of the same date, mentions, that no part of 


the enemy’s force were then above Blackstone's . 


Island. He further states, that, in their attempts 
to land on the Virginia shore, they have been in- 
variably repulsed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


C. MORRIS. 
Hon. WiLLiAM Jones, : 
Sec’ry of the Navy, Washington. 


UNITED STATES! CUTTER Scorpion, 
Potomac, July 23, 1813, . 
Sir: It is with much pain I have to inform 
you of the death of poor Segourney, who was 
killed a few days ago, (I cannot say when,) gal- 
lantly defending his vessel. He was attacked 
whilst lying in Kinsale creek, by three launches, 
and after a gallant contest beat them off. They, 
however, on gaining the mouth of the creek, were 
reinforced by two more, and again renewed the 
conflict. About this time Mr. Segourney got 
wounded through the body. The crew, on see- 
ing him fall, having no officer capable of leading 
them, jumped overboard and gained the shore; 
when the enemy, who by this time succeeded in 
getting on board, finding the colors still flying and 
Segourney sitting up, barbarously knocked his 
brains out with the butt end of a musket. 
At the commencement of the action Mr. Se- 
gourney, thinking them too strong for bim, had 
ran the schooner on shore, in which situation the 
enemy found her, and, not being able to get her 
off, set her on fire. The militia, however, (who 
must have been slow in collecting,) by this time 
got down and beat them off, retook the schooner, 
and extinguished the flames. They have since 
buried Mr. Segourney with the honors of war. 
I have not heard anything of the crew. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, &c. 
GEO. C. REED. 
Captain Cuas. Morris, 
United States’ Frigate Adams. 
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Extract of a letter from Midshipman H. M. McClin- 
. tock, dated Kinsale, July 19th, 1813, to the Secre- 
tary of the Navy Department. 
_. We were attacked by five boats; we contin- 
ued doing the same as before, but having so few 
men we were unable to repel the enemy; when 
they boarded us they refused giving any quarter ; 
there were upwards of fifty men on our decks, 
which compelled us to leave the vessel, as the 
enemy had possession; they set her on fire and 
retreated.” 


Extract of a letter from John Tuberville, Major of the 
2d brigade, 111th regiment of the Virginia militia, 
dated 

Kinsace, July 20, 1813. 


. * I arrived myself at the place of capture before 
thecolors were lowered, and am confident that, 
even at that time, their numbers, amounting to 
between sixty and seventy, might have been re- 
duced one-half before they could make their escape, 
could I have commanded twenty determined 
men. The gallant commandant fell before the 
enemy boarded him, by a ball which passed 
through his body, but continued to fight to the 
lást extremity. When there were forty or fifty 
of the enemy on deck, one of the schooner’s crew 
. “asked for quarter, which was denied him. At 
| — fhis instant the few remaining men made their 
escape by swimming to the shore, and Mr. Se- 
gourney was instantly shot through the head. 
The vessel was shortly set on fire, and the barges 
moved off. The officers fought bravely, and Mr. 
McClintock defended the vessel with much credit 
to. himself, after the commanding officer was 
wounded.” 
Hon. WiLLIAM JONES, 
Sec’ry of the Navy, Washington. 


Newsern, July 19, 1813. 


Sm: On Sunday night, the 11th instant, an 
English fleet, consisting of one seventy-four, three 
frigates, one brig, and three schooners, anchored 
about one mile from Ocracock bar; about day- 
break we were informed of it at Portsmouth, by 
persons from Ocracock. I immediately got up 
and ordered the cutter to get underweigh, and rua 
up to Newbern and give the alarm, which she 
did, but made a very narrow escape from the 
-barges, as she was obliged to beat over the swash 
against wind and tide, while they could row a 
straight course. I believe Admiral Cockburn had 
intended to have visited Newbern for the purpose 
of robbing the banks, but was prevented by the cut- 
ter making her escape to give the alarm. Indeed 
he said such was his intention, and was very much 
exasperated because the barges did not take her. I 
believe there were as many as twenty-five barges 
that crossed the bar, and I think there could not 
‘have been less than three thousand regulars, ma- 
rines, and sailors in them: they captured the pri- 
vateer brig Anaconda, of New York. and the let- 
ter of marque schooner Atlas, of Philadelphia, 
both valuable fast-sailing vessels; they then land- 


ed on Portsmouth and Oeracock, atd such a cruel 
wanton destruction of property was scarcely ever 


witnessed ; they broke in pieces almost every spe- 


cies of furniture, cut open beds, and scattered the 
feathers, and even carried their villany to such 
a length as to rob many women of their child- — 
ren’s clothes, without leaving them a second suit 


to their backs. The officers pretended there should 
be no depredations committed; and when com- 
plaints were made to them they would say, 
“ point out the fellow and he shall be corrected,” 
well knowing that it would be impossible to iden- 
tify any one of them among such a number of 
strangers. "They took off of the two places two 
hundred cattle, four hundred sheep, and sixteen 
hundred fowls, for which they pretended to pay 
the inhabitants, some of whom I believe received 
more than compensation, and others received no- 
thing: in short, they have ruined almost all on 


the places. I had time to send my trunk, with 
what bonds and money there are belonging to the 
United States, on board the cutter, which escaped ; 
I also had time to bring a few of the most valua- 
ble papers belonging to the office; it is well I did, 
for they destroyed my office entirely, every paper 
in it, both public and private; they destroyed my 
library and all other property of mine they could 
find, about eight hundred dollars’ worth, and then 
sent me on board the seventy-four, where they 


detained me two days, until they had embarked 
and ready for sail. Í was on shore two days be- 
fore they discovered I was a publie officer ; I pre- 
sume they sent me on board to prevent observa- 
tion. After they had kept me until they were 


ready: to start, they tarned me adrift in the ocean 


in a small boat with four Spaniards, not one of 
whom was acquainted with the bar more than 


myself, in consequence of which we got into ihe 


breakers, and very narrowly escaped being all lost. 
All these things were transacted under the direc- 
tions of the humane Admiral Cockburn. [I be- 
lieve, from the conversation I overheard, that 
they intend to visit Beaufort, then Wilmington, 


and so on to the south ward. 


My returns will be made as soon as I can get 
what remain in some kind of order. 
Very respectfully; your obedient servant, 
THOS. S. SINGLETON, 
Hon. WILLIAM JONES, Collector. 


Act’g Sec’y of the Treasury. 


On the morning of the 3d May, the day the 
British, under the command of Admiral Cockburn 
made the attack on the town of Havre-de-Grace, 
on my return from the commons where I had de- 
posited some ammunition, I observed an officer on 
the horse of Mr. James Wood of this place, a few 
paces in a Southwest direction of the church. 
At first sight I was of the opinion it was one of 
our own Officers, which I thought to be Adju- 
tant McKinna, having heard but a few moments 
before the voice of John O'Neill crying out in 
words to this effect: “damn it men, return; we 
can certainly beat the rascals off.” I was, how- 
ever, deceived, as this officer was the person who 
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took O'Neill prisoner while in the act of entreat- 
ing the militia to return, Not knowing at the 
time that O'Neill was taken by him, I advanced 
in a direction towards the church on my way to 
the magazine, to assist in carrying off more am- 
munition, when I discovered in the front of the 
church a file of marines. To the best of my rec- 
ollection I was then at a distance of from 100 to 
150 yards from the officer on horseback, and I 
think about the same from three militia men, 
when this officer (said to be Lieutenant Westfall) 
with a drawn sword in his hand, it being the only 
flag he carried, cried out two or three times— 
* will you surrender ?? One of the militia men 
made answer, but what it was I could not dis- 
tinctly hear, and immediately fired on him, and 
itis said wounded him in the hand. Finding it 
impossible to reach the magazine, the marines 
being then round the chureb, which was contig- 
uous to it, I bent my course towardsiMrs. Sears’s 
tavern, in hopes of finding some of the British 
officers there, and by entreaty to save some of the 
private property, which I was fearful would be 
destroyed. On reaching Mrs. Sears's sign post, I 
found the first division of boats had just reached 
the wharf, and two large guns were fired, one of 
which threw a ball on the roof and knocked off 
some shingles; the firing then ceased, aud two 
other gentlemen with myself advanced on the 
wharf and asked for the commander of that divi- 
sion of boats. A person, whom I supposed to be 
a midshipman from his appearance, answered, 
“Captain Lawrance will be here directly ;” he 
then asked a number of questions, such as, “have 
you any newspapers? how many militia have 
you, and where are they stationed ? where is your 
post-office?” &c., to all of which we carefully 
avoided giving any direct answer. Some of the 
barges then warped up alongside of the wharf, 
when I thought it most prudent to leave them, 
being fearful that I should be made a prisoner. 
I then walked up towards the ferry-house, follow- 
ed by the two gentlemen who went with me on 
the wharf; we were met by an officer, who im- 
mediately ordered us back. After reaching the 
lower end of the wharf, the midshipman before 
mentioned said, “sir, this is Captain Lawrance,” 
pointing to the officer; Lawrance then addressed 
us in words to this amouat: * what have you got 
to say for yourselves; where is your mayor or 
chief magistrate?” He was told we had no mayor, 
and that there was no magistrate in the place. 
He then asked, “are you prepared to ransom the 
town?” Iasked him what sum he demanded; 
he said about $20,000. We told him no such sum 
could be raised. “ Why, then,” he replied, “did 
you fire on us? had you not done that, and hung 
out a flag, we would have treated you better.” I 
then asked him what was their intention in com- 
ing, and in what mauner they would have acted 
had a flag been hung out on their approach? To 
the first question he gave no answer, but after a 
short pause observed, *about one-half the sum 
now demanded would have been taken.” He was 
then told, small as that might appear to him, it 
could not have been raised. “Then,” says he, 


turning hastily round, “in three-quarters of an 
hour. your town shall be in flames; you shall now 
feel the effects of war.” The said Captain Law- 
rance then went into the tavern of Mrs. Sears, 
and with two or three men brought out a bale or 
box of goods, (which was said to have been lodged 
there the night before, belonging to a lady in 
Georgetown,)and placed it a few paces in front of 
the house; another officer (name unknown) en- 
tered afterwards, and brought out a second. box, 
and placed it near the first. Captain Lawrance 
then turned to him and said “sir, I have placed 
a guard here; we must now attend to other busi- 
ness; we will see to this (pointing to the goods) 
to-night.” The order to fire the house was then 
given, and Captain Lawrance walked down street 
and entered the store of S. Hogg & Co., the door 
of which had been previously broken open, anda 
few men were in theact of taking off wearing ap- 
parel, &c.; others had got to the counting-room 
desk in search of money, scattering the papers, 
&c., on the floor. The shameful act of pilfering 
the goods was, however, reserved for the redoubt- 
able Captain Lawrance; he it was who first be- 
gan the shameful scene, so disgraceful to an offi- 
cer, by taking down knives, forks, &c., saying, 
“hal the very thing we want;” and, turning 
round, called in a fresh set of plunderers, and 
said, “boys, here is fine plunder:” the men did 
not wait a second invitation, butset in with their 
wortby leader, and in a short time emptied the 
store, excepting some articles which were of little 


value. 
WM. T. KILLPATRICK. 


P. S. When I found that Captain Lawrance 
ordered his men in the store, and gave the order 
to plunder, I remonstrated with him on the im- 
propriety of such proceeding, and observed, that, 
with civilized nations at war, private property 
had always been respected, He replied, in a hasty 
manner, * you ought to be more particular in your 
choice of representatives; you wanted war, and 
you shall now feel the effects." 

W. T. K. 


S worn to, this twenty-fifth day of June, 1813, 
before. 
ELIJAH DAVIS. . 


Personally came James Wood, of Havre de 
Grace, before me, the subscriber, one of the jus- 
tices of the peace for Harford country, and made 
oath, according to law, that, on Monday morning, 
the 3d of May, 1813, between daylight and sun- 
rise, as he was riding in the town of Havre de 
Grace, he discovered some men in the act of haul- 
ing up the shore a piece of artillery that had been 
mounted on the battery, and from their dress and 
the dulness of the morning he took them to be 
Americans, nor did he discover his mistake until 
he was taken prisoner and compelled to dismount ; 
upon which the officer commanding the British 
immediately mounted his horse. A short period 
after, he was ordered on board of a barge in com- 
pany with some other prisoners, which barge was 
moved up to Mrs. Sears's wharf, in company Wit 
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other barges. Some short time after, he discov- 
ered a house at some distance from the water to 
bé on fire, which excited some surprise, (the house 
belonged to Mr. John Tucker.) He observed to 
the coxswain of the boat, there was a house on 
fire, and asked him if he did not suppose it to be 
set on fire by a rocket; he replied, “ perhaps it 
might" Direetly after, I saw the British kindling 
a fire in the yard of Mrs. Sears, and asked them 
for what that was intended. The coxswain 
answered, “to set that house on fire.” I then 
asked them, “ why, you are not going to burn the 
building?" The reply from an officer on board 
the same barge (and who, I believe, had not been 
on shore) was, “ yes, sir, we shalllay your town in 
ashes ;” and ina few minutes I saw a general 
conflagration of the greater part of the best build- 
ings, during the time I remained on board, which 
was until a very short time before they left the 
place. I saw the officers as well as the men in 
small squads bringing on board the barges, as they 
‘Jay at the wharf, plundered property ofalmost every 
description, and depositing it. During the time, 
an officer brought on board a large trunk or box, 
and calling to one of the men, said, “I will give 
you two dollars to take care of this for me ; this 


held in my arms, had, and carried it away ; they 
more than once put fire tothe house, but from 
the exertions of some of my neigbbors it was as 
often put out. 

She further declares that she never saw any 
flag of truce held out by the British, nor doth she 
believe there was any. 

ROXANA MOORE. 


S worn to, this twenty-fifth day of June, 1813, 
before 
ELIJAH DAVIS. 


Personally came Richard Mansfield, a citizen 
of Havre de Grace, before the subscriber, one of 
the justices of the peace for Harford county, Ma- 
ryland, and made oath according to law, that on 
Monday morning, the 3d of May, 1813, being in 
his own house about sunrise, and viewing the 
British bargesas they came up the river, the 
keeping up a continual firing into the town, until 

they reached Mrs. Sears's wharf, being about two 
| hundred yards below this deponenUs when the 
| firing ceased ; they then landed, and, as well as he 
: could discover at the distance from which he 
stood, immediately launched a 24 pounder on 
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is my own plunder; this was a stage passen- | bvarda ferry boat, which bilged her, as she began to 
ger's property, and therefore is mine.” He fur- | Settle ia the water as soon as they moved her out, 
ther declares that he has no knowledge of any and in a few minutes went down; during this time, 


flag of truce being held out by the British, nor does | 'W° of the barges kept moving slowly up towards 

; z | this deponent’s, and as soon as landed, a petty offi- 

j one Believe thers wariany: i cer ran to this deponent’s ferry boat and called 
(d i : i . i . š s 

2200 . JAMES WOOD 3 | out, ^ there is nothing in her ;” “cast her off,” was 

ae to, this twenty-fifth day of June, 1813, | the reply, mu aoea dune This a. 

ponent and his son being at this time on the 

` ELIJAH DAVIS. | wharf, discovered a British officer on horseback 

with several of his men at his heels, making to 


- Personally came Roxana Moore, before me, the | his house, upon which he returned and met them 
subscriber, one of the justices of Harford county, | 4 few yards iu front of his house. This offi- 
State of Maryland, and made oath, according to | cet, (whose name this deponent since learned 
law, that on Monday morning, the 3d of May, in | was Lieutenant Westfall, and who was wounded 
consequence of the firing of the British into the | through the hand) immediately ordered the house 
town of Havre de Grace, I fled for safety (my | to be set on fire. This deponent remonstrated . 
husband being from home) into the cellar of the | against such procedure, urging its being unpre- 
house in which I lived; that, upon the firing hav- cedented among civilized nations at war, to burn 
ing stopped, I came up, and meeting an officer on jand destroy private property ; that when nations 
horseback, and who was wounded in the hand, | Were at war all public property became fair ob- 
I applied to him for protection, fearing injury | jects of destruction, but that private property had 
from some of the men. He replied, I will not | heretofore been respected, except such as might 
hurt you, nor shall my men, but I will burn your | unfortunately be injured by the usual and cus- 
house.” I answered him that I could not get out | mary mode of warfare, or that might be taken 
of it with my little children. He replied, “then I | 45 provisions, His reply was, “ by G—d it should 
will burn your house’ with you and your-children | be burnt? This deponent and a Mr. King, who 
init? They proceeded a little further, and, after | Came with the officer, solicited for the moveable 
having set fire to my neighbor Richard Mansfield’s | Property that was in the house, it being furniture, 
tavern house,a number of them returned and en- | Stating to him that that was this deponent’s only 
tered my house, and began to pillage and plunder, | dependence, and wasall hehad. He replied i 
Fhey took the whole of my bed clothes, my own | erally, by ordering his men to burn. qu this 
clothes, and all my children's even to my young- | conversation the men were in the house breaking 
est child's, a baby not two months old, together | and destroying everything a or Mr. Kug 
with my cradle furniture. Upon my soliciting Í then begged the officer for one hour, saying that 
them to spare me some few things, one replied, | whatever could not be saved in n time pan go. 
“I will take every everything I can, it’s what we | The officer’s reply was, “ one eee P —d, 
came for," and immediately seized a shawl from | not five minutes; burn that mee d 
around my neck, and which was at that time | ately they MA dep hoe na 1 the dwe ing 
nearly all the covering my little baby, whom Ij house on fire in four different places in a few 


13th Con. 2d Szss.—73 


2307 


APPENDIX. - | 


Manner in which the War is waged by the Enemy. 


minutes. This deponent, together with Mr. King, 
continued to solicit:for permission to save some 
urniture: after some time, Lieutenant Westfall 
observed, “you may save what you ean, and 
what you can save shall not be disturbed.” Ex- 
ertions were then made by this deponent, his son, 
and Mr. King, to save from the devouring flames, 
which proved successful for a short time; but a 
few minutes convinced us what little dependence 
was to be placed on the word of a British officer, 
as the men, aided by officers, carried off what had 
been, by great exertions and considerable risk, 
saved from the flames. The enemy had been 
busily employed breaking, destroying, and carry- 
ing away, until the flames got to such height as 
to render it unsáfe to go within the walls. "They 
then commenced upon such property as this de- 
ponent had saved, carrying off every portable ar- 
ticle, until their barges were stowed; ripping up 
beds, throwing the feathers to the air, cutting up 
thairs, breaking open desks, &c. The officer 
who made the attack on a walnut desk, refused 
to have it unlocked, but, after breaking open the 
lid, discovered the inner door, exultingly exclaim- 
ed, * ah! T am used to such things,” or, “I am ac- 
quainted with opening desks,” or some expression 
to that amount, and immediately broke it open; 
and continued his search as if for money. After 
having destroyed and carried off nearly the whole 
of this deponent’s property, and seeing the build- 
ings burnt down, they moved down to Mrs. Sears’s 
wharf, and joined the other barges. This depo- 
nent wasthen advised by some of his friends to 
apply to some of the officers and endeavor to get 
some of his property back, which he did, but 
found such obstacles in the way that, after getting 
a looking glass, and some two or three articles of 
small value, he gave it up; but meeting the Ad- 
miral in person, he renewed his application, and 
after some time, was directed to go on board and 
get what he could; this deponent then stated the 
impossibility of succeeding without an officer to 
accompany him. An officer was sent, but after 
repeated attempts to get some of his property, he 
was, from the abuse and threats of being run 
through with a sword from an officer of marines, 
for claiming his property, compelled to decline 
any further exertions, after getting another look- 
ing glass, and a few more very trifling articles. 
This deponent’s observations being confined 
to his own house, and its immediate neighbor- 
hood, which was at the upper end of the village, 
he was not an eye-witness to their savage-like 
conduct generally. One dwelling-house and 
grocery store, the property of Mr. George Bar- 
toll, which stood a few rods below, and in front 
of this deponent’s, he saw the enemy plundering, 
and breaking everything to pieces, and ending by 
setting it on fire and burning it down; a number 
of houses were set on fire that were not con- 


sumed; a number they only robbed and broke | 


the doors and windows; among the latter was 
the church, in. which not one solitary window 
wasleft whole. During the time this deponent 
was on Mrs. Sears’s wharf, and on board the barges, 
he solicited for the prisoners, citizens of the town, 


to be set at liberty, naming those that he imme. 
diately saw and knew, among whom was James’ 


Sears, a youth of about seventeen, and John QX ` 


Neal, a naturalized Irishman, both of whom 
were, in a most positive manner, refused; and, 
as soon as O’Neal’s name was mentioned, the 
officer, to whom the application was made, re- 


plied, “No!”—swearing he would have O'Neal 


hung if he could. 


O'Neal has since been dis- 
charged on parole. 


This deponent declares that 
he has no knowledge of any flag of truce being 
sent by the British, nor does he believe there was 
j any. 
R. MANSFIELD. 
S worn to, this twenty-fifth day of June, 1813, 
ELIJAH DAVIS. 


before 


No. 8. 


Massacre and burning of American prisoners sup- 
rendered to officers of Great Britain, by Indians in 
the British service—Abandonment of the remaine of 
Americans killed in battle, or murdered after the 
surrender to the British—The pillage and shooting 
of American citizens, and the burning of their 
houses after surrender to the British, wnder-the 
guarantee of protection. uer 

Extract of a letter. from Augustus B. Woodward, 

j Esquire, to General Proctor. F 

| Derrott, Feb. 2, 1813» 

“They [the inhabitants of Michigan] have 
entertained a constant apprehension that, when 
| the American forces approach the Territory, and 

‘when an engagement has taken place, the fury 

| of the savage mind at the sight of, blood, and in 

| reflecting on the dead they lose, and, perhaps, on 
the retaliatory treatment of prisoners, or of the 
dead, which their cruel mode of warfare is al- 
| ways likely to produce, might drive them to an 
| ignoble revenge on the prisoners they find in the 
country, and the inhabitants of it, who are Ameri- 
can citizens. They, therefore, pressed the sub- 
ject on your attention previous to the battle of 

i the 22d of January, 1813; and felt satistied with 

your assurance ibat you considered your own 

honor pledged for their effectual protection. 

* Since the result of that battle, facts are before 
their faces which they cannot shut their eyes 
upon. Some of them are, perhaps, unknown to 
‘yourself, I will enumerate some which I believe 
| there will be no difficulty in establishing beyond 
| the reach of contradiction. . 

“First. Some of the prisoners, after the capit- 
ulation of the 22d of January, 1813, have been 

| tomahawked by thè savages. i 

i “Second. Some of the prisoners, after that 

capitulation, have been shot by the savages. 
“Third. Some of the prisoners, after that ca- 
pitulation, have been burnt by the savages. 

| “Fourth. Some of the inhabitants of the Ter- 

ritory of Michigan, citizens of the United States 

‘of America, after the capitulation, have been 

| shot by the savages, "n 

“Fifth. The houses of some of the inhabitants 
of the Territory, American citizens, after the ca- 
pitulation, have been burnt by the savages. 


| 


a ait ial all alll 


' one party cannot transfer his allegiance to the 
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:“ Sixth. Some of the inhabitants, American 
citizens, after the capitulation, have been pillaged 
by the savages.” 


A. W. McLean, Esq., to Mr. Woodward. 


Sanvwicn, Feb. 9, 1813. 


Sır: You will have the goodness to appoint a 
day for the purpose of adducing, before Colonel 
Proctor, such proofs as you may have, to sub- 
stantiate the assertions in your letter to him, rel- 
ative to the slaughter of the enemy’s sick and 
wounded, on the 22d of January last. 

. I have the honor to be, &c. 


A. W. MeLEAN, Aid-de-camp. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Woodward to General 
Proctor. 


Sanpwicu, February 10, 1813. 


“T bad the honor to-receive, on the third day 
of this month, a verbal message from you, com- 
municated to me by Major Muir, requesting me 
to procure some evidence of the massacre of the 
daa prisoners on the 23d day of January 
ast. 

8 I met with only a few persons at Detroit who 
are inhabitants of the river Raisin, nor was it 
altogether a pleasant task to those to relate, in 
these times, the scenes they have beheld. Some 
of them, however, appeared before a magistrate, 
and I send you copies of what they have stated. 
It will occur to you, sir, immediately, that what 
any of them state on the information of others, 
though not direct-evidence in itself, leads to the 
source where it may be obtained. 

* In eommunicating your message, Major Muir 
added something having relation to American 
eitizens who might be willing to take the oath to 
the King. 

“Tt will be obvious to you, sir, that, in a state 
‘of open and declared war, a subject or citizen of 


other party without incurring the penalties of 
treason ; and while nothing can excuse his guilt, 
so neither are those innocent who lay temptation 
before him. 

“The principles adopted by the United States 
‘on the subject of expatriation are liberal, but are 
perfectly inapplicable to a public enemy in time 
of war — 

“Some of the French inhabitants of the Ter- 
ritory of Michigan, citizens of the United States 
of America, have been much urged on this sub- 
ject, and are apprehensive of being still further 
troubled. 

“J had the further honor of receiving, on the 
Sth instant, your verbal message, by your aid-de- 
camp, Mr. McLean, acquainting me that there 
was no capitulation on the 22d of January, and 
that the prisoners surrendered at discretion. 

. “I therefore, beg pardon for that mistake. 
. “The principles, however, of the law of na- 
tions, impose an obligation almost equally strong.” 


—Ó——M——MM M——— M MÀ À—ÀÀÀ 


No. X XV.—TRANSLATION. 


TERRITORY or MICHIGAN, 
District of Detroit, ss: 

Personally appeared before me, the under- 
signed, one of the justices of the peace in the 
district of Detroit, Joseph Robert, an inhabitant 
on the river aux Raisins, who, being duly sworn 
on the Holy Evangelists, deposes and says, that, 
on the next day after the battle on the said river 
Raisin, a short time after sunrise, he saw the In- 
dians kill the American prisoners with their tom- 
ahawks, and that they shot several, to wit, three; 
that the Indians set the house on fire, and that, in 
going out, the prisoners were massacred and killed 
as aforesaid, that is to say: three were shot, the 
others were killed in the houses, and burnt with 
the houses. The Indians burnt first the house of 
Jean Baptiste Jereaume, and afterwards that of 
Gabriel Godfroy, Jr. The deponent has been in- 
formed that there were about forty-eight or forty- 
nine prisoners in the two houses. The deponent 
has seen dead bodies on the highway which the 
hogs were tearing and eating. Mr. Brunot told 
the deponent that the Indians had killed those of 
the prisoners who were least wounded, and that 
the others were burnt alive. 

Antoine Cuiellarie and Alexis Salliot, inhabi- 
tants of river Ecorces, told the deponent that two 
prisoners had been burnt in the house of Grand- 
on, on the river aux Sables. The deponent has 
heard that the Indians had torn out the hearts of 
the prisoners, and had brought them still smok- 
ing into the houses, but did not recollect the 
names of the informants ; he believes, however, 
they were men worthy of credit. 

The deponent says further, that, after the first 
action on the river Raisin, the Indians fired on 
one named Solo, son-in-law to Stephen Labeau, 
an inhabitant on the river aux Sables, when re- 
turning from the house of Grandon to his father- 
in-law. On hisarrival, he hallooed to his father- 
in-law to open the door, saying that he was mor- 
tally wounded. Stephen Labeau opened the 
door, and told his son-in-law to throw himself on 
his bed ; but that, in trying to move, he fell dead. 
An Indian knocked at the door, and Labeau, hav- 
ing opened it, received a ball in his breast, and 
fell dead. The son of Labeau made his escape; 
the Indians fired several shots at bim, which did 
not reach him. 


The deponent says further, that Baptiste Cou- 
teur was killed near the house of the deponent, 
on the day of the second battle on the river Rai- 
sin, a little after sunrise. ; 

The deponent says further, that the Indians 
have often threatened to burn his house and barn, 
if he did not march with them against the Ameri- 
cans. The deponent says, that he is an Ameri- 
can citizen. 

The deponent says that several of his neigh- 
bors have told him that they have received the 
same threat. Other settlements have been threat- 
ened with fire. The mills and houses on the 
river aux Roches were burnt in the month of 
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September last, after the capitulation of Detroit. 
And further this deponent saith not. 
JOSEPH ROBERT. 
Sworn and subscribed before me, the 4th Feb- 


ruary, 1813. 
"Woo PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. 


No. XXVI. 


TERRITORY OF MICHIGAN, 
District of Detroit, ss: 


caught hold of the tomahawk and held it for 


some time; that the said Bowers advised tlie. 


said Searles to submit to his fate; with that the 
Indian gave him a second blow on the head, 
killed, sealped, and stripped him; during this 
time the said Bowers and Bradford were person- 
ally present, and being apprehensive for their 
own safety, that he, Bowers, ran and came up to 
the old chief (who sold him to this deponent and 
others) who took him under his protection, and 


. Be it remembered that, on this day, February | was very kind to him while he remained with 


.the fourth, A. D. one thousand eight hundred 
and thirteen, personally came before the under- 
signed, a justice of the peace for the distriet 
aforesaid, viz: John McDonell, an inhabitant of 
the.city of Detroit, who, after being duly sworn 
upon the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, de- 
poseth and saith, that a few days after the bat- 
tle of the 22d January last, (at the river Raisin,) 
-he was. personally present at the house of James 
May, Esquire, when he heard the said James 
:May.ask Mr. William Jones, the acting agent for 
the: Jadian Department, if there would be any 
‘impropriety in purchasing the prisoners from the 
‘Indians; and that he heard the said William 
Jones say, “that he thought there would be no 
impropriety in purchasing them, but would not 
undertake to authorize any person to do so ;? that 
in consequence of which, this deponent purchsed 
three or four of the prisoners; among the num- 
ber was one by the name of Hamilton, a 
private in the Kentucky volunteers, who deelared 
to this deponent, that, on the first or second day 
after the battleat river Raisin, ou 22d January 
last, as he and some of his fellow-prisoners were 
‘marching with the Indians between this place 
and the river Raisin, they came up to where one 
of the prisoners was burnt, the life just expiring, 
and an Indian kicking the ashes off his back, 
‘saying “damned son of a bitch.” 
.. "This deponent also further deposeth, as afore- 
said, that Doctor Bowers, a surgeon's mate of 
the Kentucky volunteers, who was purchased by 
him and some other gentlemen, stated to this 
deponent *that he was left to take care of the 
wounded after the battle, but felt rather timid on 
'account of the savages, but that he received such 
assurances from Captain or Colouel Elliott of 
the safety of himself as well as the remaining 
prisoners, he concluded to stay, as sleighs were 
promised to be sent to fetch them away the next 
morning ; that near about daylight of the morn- 
ing following the day of the battle, the Indians 
'eame into the house where said Bowers was 
with the other prisoners, and proceeded to plun- 
der and tomahawk such as could not walk, and 
stripping the said Bowers and the wounded pris- 
oners of all their clothes; that while the said 
Bowers and two other prisoners, named Searles 
and Bradford, as near as this deponent can recol- 
lect, were sitting by the fire in the Indian camp, 
an Indian came up who appeared to be drunk, 
and called the said Searles, as near as this depo- 
nent can recollect, a Madison or Washington, 
then took up a tomahawk and struck the said 
Searles on the shoulder; that the said Searles 


‘him. 


This deponent further deposeth, that he 
has reason to believe the aforesaid Bowers and 
Hamilton are now at Sandwich, and if applied 
to, they could give more ample information rela- 
tive to the particulars of the aforesaid. And fur- 
ther this deponent saith not. 

J. McDONELL. 


Sworn and subscribed at my chambers, in the 
city of Detroit, the day and year before written. 
JAMES MAY, J. P. D. D. 


Arporrenances TO No. XXVI. 
No. 1. 
Note from Mr. John McDonell to James May, Esq. 


.DerRorr, February 4, 1813. 

Dear Sir: I had. a conversation with Mr, 
Smart, after leaving your house to-day, who had 
a conversation with Bowers and Bradford. He 
observes that I have made several material errors 
in my affidavit before you thisday. He says the 
prisoner killed was of the name of Blythe, instead 
of Searles; and mentioned some other errors 
that differ widely from what I had sworn to, so 
that I think it is a pity that Bowers’s and Brad- 
ford’s own affidavits could not be had, instead of 


mine. Yours, 
J. McDONELL. 
James May, Esq. v. o. 3 


No. 2. 
Note from Mr. McDonell to Mr. Lyons, his Clerk. 


I wish you to mention to Judge Woodward 
that application is made for me by a friend on 
the other side to remain until the navigation 
opens. On that account, [ hope that he will keep 
back the deposition that I have made regarding 
the murders committed by the savages on the 
river Raisin, as he has much better testimony. to 
substantiate facts than what I have sworn to on 
hearsay; and,as I am sure, if the Colonel was 
even disposed to hear my application, that affida- 
vit will be enough to send me off; or, else, i 
was allowed to remain, Elliott would set the In- 
dians on me. 


No. XXVIL—TRANSLATION. 


TERRITORY OF MICHIGAN, 
District of Detroit, ss: 

Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, 
one of the justices of the peace in the district of 
Detroit, Antoine Boulard, of the river aux Rais- 
ins, who, being sworn on the Holy Evangelists, 
deposeth and says, that, on the next day after the 
last battle on river aux Raisins, he saw the In- 
dians kill the Secretary of the American General, 
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who was on- the horse of the Indian who had 
taken him prisoner, with a rifle shot; that the 
prisoner fell on one side, and an Indian came for- 
ward with a sabre, finished him, scalped him, 
stripped him, and carried away his clothes. The 
` body remained two days on the highway, before 
the door of the deponent, and was part eat up by 
the hogs. Afterwards, the deponent, together 
with François Las Lasselle, Hubert Lacroix, 
Charles Chovin, and Louis Lajoye, took up the 
corpse at dusk of the evening, and carried it intoa 
field near the woods, where the hogs did not go. 
They dared not bury it, for fear of being surprised 
by the Indians. And further this deponent saith 


not. 
ANTOINE BOULARD. 


Sworn and subscribed in my presence, the 5th 
of February, 1813. 
PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. D. D. 


No. XXVIII. 


I hereby certify, that the next day after the last 
battle on the river aux Raisins, the Secretary of 
the American General was taken, near the door of 
the deponent, was wounded, and placed on a horse; 
that seven or eight Indians were near the house, 
one of whom shot him in the head with a rifle; 
that he did not fall off his horse until another In- 
dian, drawing a sabre, struck him on the head 
several times, and then he fell to the ground, was 
scalped, and stripped of his clothes, and left on the 
road, where he remained one day and a half. I, 
the deponent, with Frangojs Lasselle, Hubert 
Lacroix, and Lewis Chovin, on the evening of 
thesecond day, took up the body, carried it to the 
skirts of the woods, and covered it with a few 
branches, but could not stay to bury it for fear of 
the Indians that were in the neighborhood ; and, 
on the next day after the last battle, I was near 
the house of Gabriel Godfroy, junior, and the 
house of Jean Batiste Jereaume, where a great 
. number of prisoners were collected; and that I 
heard the screaming of the prisoners whom the 
Indians were tomahawking; that the savages set 
the houses on fire, and went off. 

; LOUIS BERNARD dit Lajoye. 

Derrorr, February 5, 1813. 


No. XXIX. 


I certify, that the bodies of the Americans 
killed at the battle of la Riviére aux Raisins, of 
the 22d of January last, remain unburied, and 
that I have seen the hogs and dogs eating them. 
The hogs appeared to be rendered mad by so pro- 
fuse a diet of Christian flesh. Isaw the houses 
of Mr. Jerome and Mr. Godfroy on fire, and have 
heard that there were prisoners in them. The 
inhabitants did not dare to bury the dead, on ac- 
count of the Indians. 

The inhabitants have been threatened by the 
Indians, if they did not take up arms against the 
Americans. 

ALEXIS LABADIE. 

Micuiean, February 6, 1813. 


No. XXX. 


This is to certify, that on or about the 28th day 
of January last past, an Indian woman came to 
my dwelling-house, on the river Rouge, and in- 
formed me that, on the morning of that day, an 
American prisoner had been killed in the Indian 
camp, and the reason she assigned for killing him 
was, because he had expressed a hatred for the 


Indians. 
ROBERT ABBOTT. 
Detroit, February 8, 1813. . 


No. XXXI. 


TERRITORY oF MICHIGAN, 
District of Detroit, ss: 

Personally appeared before the subscriber, one 
of the justices of the peace in the said district, 
Aaron Thomas, and Agnes Thomas, his wife 
who both made oath, on the Holy Evangelists of 
Almighty God, that the Indians have taken from 
the house of Mr. Attwater, on the 16th of August, 
1812, one chintz gown, valued seven and a half 
dollars; one calico gown, valued three dollars 
and seventy-five cents; one calimanco petticoat, 
value four dollars; one pair of cotton stockings, one 
dollar and fifty cents; one pair of woollen stockings, 
seventy-five cents; one pair of silk gloves, one 
dollar and fifty cents; one new small trunk, two 
dollars; one pocket book, two dollars; thread, 
one dollar ; needles, fifty cents: one shawl, one 
dollar; one cambric handkerchief, seventy-five 
cents; one cotton ditto, sixty-two and one-half 
cents; one shift, one dollar; three-fourths of a 
pane of pepper, fifty cents; one eake of choco- 
ate, twenty-five cents; one fan, fifty cents; one 
blanket, three dollars; one cloak, ten dollars; 
three yards of check cotton, ninety-three and 
three-fourth cents; one shawl, one dollar; one 
flannel loose gown, three dollars. On the 12th of 
September, taken on river Rouge, one chesnut 
sorrel horse, fifty dollars; saddle and bridle, ten 
dollars. On Friday, the 11th of September, taken 
on river Rouge, one other saddle, eight dollars; 
one pair leather leading lines, two dollars and 
fifty cents; leading lines, seventy-five cents; one 
axe, two dollars and fifty cents; chintz patches, 
two dollars. 

S worn before me, at my chamber, 17th of Sep- 
tember, 1812. 

PETER AUDRAIN, J. P. D. D. 


No. X XXII. 
Letter from the Indians to the inhabitants of the river 
Raisin, not dated. 

The Hurons and the other tribes of Indians, as- 
sembled at the Miami rapids, to the inhabitants 
of the river Raisin: 

FniENDS, LisTEN! You have always told us you 
would give us any assistance in your power. 

We, therefore, as the enemy is approaching us, 
within twenty-five miles, call upon you all to rise 
up,andeome hereimmediately bringing your arms 
along with you. 

Should you fail at this time, we will not con- 
sider you in future as friends, and the conse- 
quences may be very unpleasant. 
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"We are all convinced you have no writing for- 
bidding you to assist us. 
‘We are all your friends at present. 
ROUND HEAD, 
(by an emblem resembling a horse.) 
WALK-IN-THE-W ATER, 
(by an emblem resembling a turtle.) 


No. XXXIII.—TnaAxusLATION. 
Lettér of the inhabitants of the river Raisin, dated 
. Riviers aux Raisins, 
November 13, 1812. 
Sır: In the embarrassment in which we find 
ourselves at present on the subject of a letter ad- 
dressed to Colonel Navar, on the part of the Hu- 
rons and other savage tribes, we depute him to 
you to represent to you the situation of the in- 
abitants of the river Raisin, praying you to as- 
sist him with your advice in so delicate a matter, 
liaving,at all times, had great confidence in your 
great knowledge. 
' We have the honor to be, with profound re- 
spéct, your obedient servants, 
ne JAQUES LASSELLE, 
JEAN B. JEROME, 
JEAN B. BEAUGRAND, 
FRANCOIS LASSELLE, 
DUNCAN REID, | 
JEAN B. LASSELLE. 
Hon. Junar Woopwanp, Detroit. 


Extract from the report of Ensign Isaac L. Baker, 


Agent for the prisoners taken after the battle of 


Frenchtown, January 22, 1813, to Brigadier Gen- 

_ eral Winchester, dated 
“Britisa Nracara, Feb. 26, 1813. 

* For the greatest number of our unfortunate 
fellow-soldiers being sent from Detroit we are 
indebted to the exertions of our prisoner fellow- 
citizens there, who, with an unexampled generos- 
ity, when they saw their countrymen driven 
through the streets like sheep to a market, lav- 
ished their wealth for their ransom. Nor was 
the procuration of our liberty all, We had been 
almost entirely stripped by the Indians. Clothes, 
such as the exigency of the occasion permitted 
to be prepared, were furnished us. 

& On the 8th instant, Colonel Proctor ordered 
me to make out a return of all the prisoners who 
were killed by the Indians in battle, agreeable to 
the best information I could collect. The en- 
closed return, marked B, was produced by this 
order. I might have added the gallant Captain 
Nathaniel Gray; S. Hart, deputy inspector gen- 
eral; Captain Virgil MeCrackin, of Colonel Al- 
len’s regiment ; Captain John H. Woolfolk, your 
secretary ; Ensign Levi Wells, of the 7th United 
States’ infantry ; and a number of privates, whom 
I find, by subsequent information, have been mas- 
sacred. 

“The memory of past services rendered me by 
Captain Hart’s family made me particularly anx- 
ious toascertain his fate. I flattered myself he was 
alive, and every information I could get for some 


Captain was certainly massacred. He was so 
badly wounded as to prevent him from walking. 
The Indians took him some distance on a horse, 


but at length took him off and tomahawked him: 


“About the 10th instant, an Indian brought 
Captain McCrackin’s commission to Sandwich; 
the paper was bloody. The fellow said he took 
the Captain unhurt, but some time after, when 
stripping and examining him, he found an Indian 
scalp in his bosom, which induced him to kill 
him. This, you cannot but be assured, is a hum- 
bug of the fellow’s own making, to sereen him- 
self from the odium of barbarity. The Captain’s 
character, and the danger that attended his carry- 
ing such furniture in a disastrous battle, give it 
the lie. ; 

* Captain Woolfolk, after having been wounded 
in two places, by some means had got refuge in 
one of the French houses on the Raisin. He was 
discovered nextday, and dragged from hisasylum. 
He was taken to the house of a Mr. Lasselle, where 


he said he would give one thousand dollars toany | 


one who would purchase him. Mr. Lasselle said. 
it was out of Ais power, but he had no doubt his 
brother would do it, who lived at hand. He di- 
rected his owners to the house of his brother, but 
as they were on their way, an Indian from a 
waste-house shot him through the head. 

* Ensign Wells was taken by my side unhurt. 
I considered him as alive, until, on my arrival at 
this place, Captain Nags tells me he was killed 
na Pottawatatamy Indian, not long after he was 
taken. 

* Many fresh scalps have been brought in since 
the battle, and dead bodies seen through the 
country, which prove that others have been 
killed, whose names I have not been able to find 
out, independent of those reported to Colonel 
Proctor. 

* This, sir, is all the information I have been 
able to collect concerning those who were massa- 
cred. "The fifteen or eighteen mentioned in the 
remarks to the return made to Colonel Proctor, 
whose names do not appear, were not known by 
those who saw them killed. l 

* Major Graves, of the fifth regiment of Ken- 
tucky volunteers, I have been able to get no in- 
formation of, further than that he was brought to 
the river Rouge, on the 25th or 26th of January. 
ina sleigh. I fear, from our having heard noth- 
ing of him since, that he is no more, and that 
valuable officer forever lost to his country. 

“The dead of our army are still denied the 
rites of sepulture. At the time I left Sandwich, 
I was told the hogs were eating them. A gentle- 
man told me. he had seen them running about 
with skulls, arms, legs, and other parts of the hu- 
man system, in their mouths, The French peo- 
ple on the Raisin buried Captains Hart, Wool- 
folk, and some others, but it was more than their 
lives were worth to have been caught paying 


| this last customed tribute to mortality. 


_ “ T several times agitated the subject of bury- 
ing the dead, when in company with the British 


time flattered my hopes. But one of the last} officers, but they always answered, that the In- 
prisoners who was brought in, told me that the) dians would not suffer it.” 
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B. 
A return of the American prisoners who were toma- 
. hawked by the Indians subsequent to the battle at 
‘Frenchtown, January 22, 1813. 


J. Pascal Hickman, Captain, 1st Kentucky 
volunteer rifle, January 23, in Frenchtown. 

2. James E. Blythe, private, Hart’s company, 
5th Kentucky volunteer infantry, January 23, in 
Frenchtown. i 

3. Charles Gerles, private, Hart’s company, 5th 
Kentucky volunteer infantry, January 23, Sandy 
Creek. 

4, Thomas 8. Crow, private, Seabree’s com- 
pany, lst Kentucky volunteer infantry, January 
23, three miles from Frenchtown. 

5. Daniel Darnell, private, Williams’ company, 
5th Kentucky volunteer infantry, January 23, be- 
tween Sandy Creek and Frenchtown. 

6. Thomas Ward, private, Redding’s company, 
1st Kentucky volunteer infantry, January 23, be- 
tween Sandy Creek and Frenchtown. 

7. William Butler, private, Sanghorne’s com- 
pany, 1st Kentucky. rifle, January 23, between 
Sandy Creek and Frenchtown. 

8. Henry Downy, private, Edwards’ company, 
17th United States’ infantry, January 24, near 
Brownstown. 

9. John P. Sidney, Sergeant, Martin's com- 
pany, 15th Kentucky volunteer infantry, January 
25, River Rouge. 


-Remarxs.—In addition to the above number, 
I-saw two others tomahawked at Sandy Creek 
myself, and find that the prisoners, now in the 
hospital in Sandwich, saw, say fifteen or eighteen 
others, treated in the same manner. Two men 
tell me they saw one who had the appearance of 
having been burned to death. Those men who 
saw Henry Downy and William Butler killed, tell 
me that the Indians left them without scalping. 
ISAAC L. BAKER, 
Ensign 2d United States’ Infantry. 


Colonel H. PROCTOR. 


Extract of a letter from Major General Harrison to the 
Secretary of War, dated at the Miami Rapids, Feb- 
ruary 11, 1813. 

“I have the honor to enclose to you the depo- 
sition of Medard Labbadie, who was at the 
river Raisin on the 22d ultimo, and remained 
there till the 6th instant. Hisaccount of the loss 
of the enemy in the action is corroborated by seve- 
ral others, nor is there the least reason to doubt 
his statement, as it regards the horrible fate of 
our wounded men. There is another circum- 
stance which plainly shows that the British have 
no intention to conduet the war (at least in this 
quarter) upon those principles which have been 
held sacred by all civilized nations. On the 30th 
ultimo, I despatched Doctor McKeehan, a sur- 
geon’s mate in the militia, with a flag, to ascer- 
tain the situation of our wounded. He was at- 
tended by one of our militiamen and a French- 
man. On the night after their departure, they 
halted near this place for the purpose of taking a 


few hours’ sleep, in a vaeant cabin upon the bank 
of theriver. The carryallin which they travelled 
was left at the door with the flag set up in it. 
They were discovered by a party of Indians (ae- 
companied, it is said, by a British officer) and 
attacked in the manner described in the deposi- 
tion. The militiaman was killed and scalped, 
the Doctor and the Frenchman taken. Doctor 
McKeehan was furnished with a letter, addressed 
to any British officer whom he might meet, de- 
scribing the character in which he went, and the 
object for which he was sent, an open letter to 
General Winchester, and written instructions to 
himself, all of which he was directed to show to 
the first officer he met with. He was also sup- 
plied with one hundred dollars in gold to procare 
necessaries for the prisoners.” 


The affidavit of Medard Labbadie, late resident near 
the river Raisin, in the Michigan Territory. 

He being sworn, saith, he was in his house 
when he heard the guns at the commencement 
of the action at the river Raisin, on the 22d Jan- 
uary, 1813, between the American forces under 
General Winchester, and the British, Canadian, 
and Indian forces, said to be commanded by Col. 
St. George. After some little time, he heard that 
the Indians were killing the inhabitants as well 
as the Americans, upon which he went towards 
the scene of action, in order to save his family. 
As he went on, he was, with one other inhabi- 
tant, taken prisoner by two Wyandot Indians, 
and carried prisoner to the Indian lines, from 
which he saw great part of the action. The right 
wing of the Americans had given way before he 
gota sight of the action. It terminated after the 
sun was some hours high, not far from 11 o'clock, 
A. M., by the surrender of the American forces 
that then remained on the ground. He saw the 
flag hoisted by the British sent to the American 
forces, and saw it pass three times to the Ameri- 
cans before the surrender. He could not under- 
stand English, but understood that General Win- 
chester was taken prisoner before he got to the 
lines of his own men ; that he was compelled to 
carry the flag to his own forces after he was taken; 
that he understood the reason of the (lag passing 
so often, was, that the Americans refused to sur- 
render upon any other terms than that the 
wounded should be taken care of, the dead buried, 
and the inhabitants protected in their property. 
That the British first refused to agree to these 
terms, but finally did agree to them. He also 
understood that the loss of the British and Indians 
in the action was about four hundred killed. He 
also understood that the loss of the Americans in 
the action was about one hundred and eighty 
killed. : 

He knows that, on the day of the action, all 
the prisoners who were able to march, were 
marched off towards Malden, the wounded, about 
sixty or eighty in number, left in two houses, with- 
out any of their friends, or a physician, to take care 
of them, and without any British officer or men. 
About ten Indians remained behind upon the 
ground ; the balance of the Indians went off with 
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ihe British, and he was told by some of the Ca- 
hadian militia, that the British had promised the 
Indians a frolic that night, at Stony Creek, about 
six miles from the river Raisin. 

He was liberated after the line of march was 
formed for Malden. The next morning he was in 
the houses where the wounded were. That morn- 
ing about fifty Indians returned; they brought 
whiskey with them; they drank some, and gave 
some to the Indians there, and between 9 and 10 
o'clock, A. M., commenced killing the wounded, 
then set fire to the houses the wounded were in, 
and consumed them. He was at his father’s, on 
this side of Detroit river, about seven days after 
the action, and saw across the river the prisoners 
marched off for Niagara, from Malden. 

He saith that he saw taken by his house, by 
Captain Elliott, and nine Wyandot Indians, two 
men that he understood had been sent by General 
Harrison with a flag to the British. One of the 
men (Mr. Tessier) he knew, the other he did not 
know, but understood he was a doctor. He had 
not an opportunity of eonversing with them, but 
understood from an inhabitant, to whom Mr. Tes- 
sief. communicated it, that they stopped for the 
night and left the flag hoisted on the carryall ; 
that the flag was taken away unknown to them, 
and that the Indians fired on them; that he, Tes- 
sier, told them they were Frenchmen, and sur- 
rendered, upon which the Indians ceased firing, 
and took them. They then mentioned they were 
sent with a flag. The Indians said they were 
liars, and took them off. 

‘Mr. Tessier was set at liberty at the river Rai- 
sin, and remained two days expecting the doctor 
to return ; at the end of which time, Tessier was 
sent for by the British, and taken to Malden. He 
understood that the doctor was sent off imme- 
diately to Niagara; the doctor was wounded in 
the ankle. He understood the British charged 
the doctor and 'Tessier with being spies. And 
further he saith not. M. LABBADIE. 

Witness, C. GRATIOT, 

Captain of Engineers, and Interpreter. 


Sworn to, before me, this 11th day of February, 
1813. Camp, foot of the Miami Rapids. 
C. S. TODD, Dis. Judge Ad. 
R. GRAHAM, Aid-de-camp. 


His Masesty’s Sauipe San Domingo, 
Chesapeake, May 10, 1813. 

Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 8th instant, respecting a man named 
O'Neale, taken by the detachment from the 
squadron under the orders of Rear Admiral Cock- 
burn. This man has been released upon the ap- 
plication of the magistrates of Havre de Grace, 
on parole. 

I was not informed of this man being an Irish- 
man, or he would certainly have been detained 
to account to his sovereign and country for being 
in arms against the British colors. I have, &c. 

JOHN BORLASE WARREN. 

Brigadier General MILLER, 

Comm’g the U.S. forces, §-c., Baltimore, 


NicHOLASVILLE, Ky., April 24, 1813, 
Sır: Yours of the 5th instant, requesting me 


to give you a statement respecting the late disas- - 


ter at Frenchtown, was duly received. Rest as: 
sured, sir, that it is with sensations the most un- 
pleasant that 1 undertake to recount the infamous 
and barbarous conduct of the British and Indians 
after the battle of the 22d January. The blood 
runs cold in my veins when I think of it. : 

On the morning of the 23d, shortly after light, 
six or eight Indians came to the house of Jean 
Baptiste Jereaume, where l was, in company 
with Major Graves, Captains Hart and Hickman 
Doetor Todd, and fifteen or twenty private volun- 
teers, belonging to different corps. They did not 
molest any person or thing on their first approach, 
but kept sauntering about until there were a large 
number collected, (say one or two huudred,) at 
which time they commenced plundering the 
houses of the inhabitants, and the massacre of 
the wounded prisoners. I was one among the 
first that was taken prisoner, and was taken toa 
horse about twenty paces from the house, after 
being divested of a part of my clothing, and com- 
manded by signs there to remain for further or- 
ders. Shortly after being there, I saw them knock 
down Captain Hickman at the door, together with 
several others with whom I was not acquainted. 
Supposing a general massacre had commenced, I 
made an effort to get to a house about one hun- 
dred yards distant, which contained a number 
of wounded, but, on reaching the house, to.my 
great mortification, found it surrounded by.In- 
dians, which precluded the possibility of my giv- 
ing notice to the unfortunate victims of savage 
barbarity. An Indian chief of the Tawa tribe, 
by the name of McCarty, gave me possession of 
his horse and blanket, telling me, by signs, to lead 
the horse to the house which I had just before 
left. The Indian that first took me, by this time 
came up and manifested a hostile disposition to- 
wards me, by raising his tomahawk as if to give 
the fatal blow, which was prevented by my very ` 
good friend MeCarty. On my reaching the house 
which I had first started from, I saw the Indians 
take off several prisoners, which I afterwards saw 
in the road in a most mangled condition, and en- 
tirely stripped of their clothing. 

Messrs. Bradford, Searls, Turner, and Blythe, 
were collected around a carryall, which contained 
articles taken by the Indians from the citizens. 
We had all been placed there, by our respective 
captors, except Blythe, who eame where we Were, 
entreating an Indian to convey him to Malden, 
promising to give him forty or fifty dollars, and 
whilst in the act of pleading for mercy, an Indian, 
more savage than the other, stepped up behind, 
tomahawked, stripped, and scalped him. The 
next that attracted my attention, was the houses 
on fire that contained several wounded, whom Í 
knew were not able to get out. After the houses 
were nearly consumed, we received marching or- 
ders, and after arriving at Sandy Creek, the In- 
dians called a halt, and commenced cooking; 
after preparing and eating a little sweetened gruel 
Messrs. Bradford, Searls, Turner, and myself, re 
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ceived some, and were eating, when an Indian 
, came up and proposed exchanging his moecasins 
for Mr. Searls’ shoes, which he readily complied 
with.. They then exchanged hats, after which 
the Indian inquired how many men Harrison had 
with him, and, at the same time, calling Searls a 
Washington or Madison, then raised his toma- 
hawk and struck him on the shoulder, which cut 
into the cavity of the body. Searls then caught 
hold of the tomahawk and appeared to resist, and 
upon my telling him that his fate was inevitable, 
he closed his eyes and received the savage blow 
which terminated his existence. I was near 
enough to him to receive the brains and blood, 
after the fatal blow, on my blanket. A short 
time after the death of Searls, I saw three others 
share a similar fate. We then set out for Browns- 
town, which place we reached about twelve or 
one o'elock at night. After being exposed to 
several. hours incessant rain in reaching that 
place, we were put into the couneil house, the 
floor of which was partly covered with water, at 
which place we remained until the next morn- 
ing, when we again received marching orders for 
their village on the river Rouge, which place we 
. . made that.day, where I was kept six days, then 
' taken to Detroit and sold. For a more detailed 
account of the proceedings, I take the liberty of 
referring you to a publication which appeared in 
the public prints, signed by Ensign J. L. Baker, 
and to the publication of Judge Woodward, both 
of which I have particularly examined, and find 
them to be literally correct, so far as eame under 
my notice. 

- I am, sir, with due regard, your fellow-citizen, 

GUSTAVUS M. BOWER. 

Surgeons Mate 5th Reg. Kentucky Vol. 


. Jesse BLEpsor, Esq., Lexington. 


Jessamine CouwrY, to wit: 

This day Gustavus M. Bower personally came 
before me, John Metcalf, one of the Common- 
wealth’s Justices of the Peace, in and for said 
county, and made oath to the truth of assertions 
before stated by the said Bower. Given under 
my hand this 24th day of April, 1813. 

JOHN METCALF. 


Lexineton, Muy 2, 1813. 


Sin: I received your letter sometime since, rela- 

` tive to the disastrous affair of Frenchtown, of 22d 
and 23d January last. For the particulars of the 
action, and the terms of capitulation, I refer you 
to the official report of General Winchester, 
which is correct as far as came within my know- 
ledge. After the capitulation, I was introduced 
to Colonel Proctor, the commander of the British 
forces and Indians, as one of the surviving sur- 
geons, and by him was requested to attend to our 
wounded who were left oa the ground where the 
action was fought. I willingly acquiesced, and 
Doctor Bowers, my mate, remained with me: at 
the same time I informed Colonel Proctor of my 
apprehensions for the safety of the wounded and 
the. surgeons; he replied, “be under no appre- 


hensions, you will be perfectly safe, I will place 
you under the special care of the chiefs until 
morning, and very early I will send conveyances 
for the wounded and yourself to Amherstburg.” 
Shortly after, I was requested to ascertain the 
number and rank of the wounded, and in so do- 
ing was assisted by a British officer, (whose name 
I did not know,) to whom I likewise communi- 
cated my apprehensions of safety ; he manifested. 
some irritation at my doubts of British honor and 
magnanimity, and assured me protection would 
be afforded me. While engaged in this business, 
one of the rooms occupied by the wounded was 
crowded with the Indians who were peaceable, 
but one of them, who could speak English, ad- 
monished the British officer of the propriety of 
stationing interpreters in the houses. Upon my 
return from this business to the room I occupied, 
and which was set apart for the wounded officers, 
I met, and was made acquainted with, Captain 
Elliott, at present a British officer, who had 
visited Captain Hart, then wounded. Captain 
Hart was solicitous to be removed that evening, 
and Captain Elliott replied, if it was possible 
(and every exertion should be made) he should, 
and if it could not be effected that evening, early 
in the morning he would call for him in his own 
train (sleigh) and convey him to his own house 
in Amherstburg, where he should remain until 
recovered, assuring him repeatedly no danger 
was to be apprehended, and, if possible, he would 
remain with him that night. 

In the afternoon Captain Elliott and every Brit- 
ish officer left the encampment, leaving behind 
three interpreters, F'rom the repeated assurances 
my apprehensions were quieted; for who could 
doubt? About one hour before daylight (for my 
duties required my attention neatly all the night) 
the interpreters suddenly disappeared. Aboutan 
hour after daylight the Indians began to collect 
in the town, and cemmenced plundering the 
houses in which the wounded were placed, and 
then stripped them and myself of our clothing. 
At this time the room I had occupied was so 
crowded with Indians, and Captain Hart's wound, 
already painful, being injured by them, I convey- 
ed him to an adjoining house which had heen 
plundered and was empty, where I met the In- 
dian, (who, on the preceding day, had requested 
that interpreters should ve left,) and he knew my 
rank. He inquired why the surgeons were left, 
and why the wounded were left? I replied, it 
was the wish of Colonel Proctor we should re- 
main until he could send for us; and Captain 
Hart informed him Captain Elliott was a friend 
of his, and was to call for him that morning. He 
shook his head significantly, and replied they 
were damned rascals, or we would have been 
taken off the preceding day. The Indian inform- 
ed me every individual would be killed, and re- 
quested me to be quiet, for the chiefs were then 
in council, and “may be” only the wounded 
would be killed. Captain Hart offered him $100 
to take him to Malden. He replied, you are too 
badly wounded. While we were conversing, one 
of the wounded was tomahawked at our feet. 
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Shortly after the Indian returned and told me I 
was a prisoner, and must go. I was taken by the 
Indian to the house [ had left, and there discover- 
ed that Captain Hickman and two others had, in 
my absence, been tomahawked, scalped, and strip- 
ed. I was tied and taken by this Indian towards 
Malden about four miles, when I came to the en- 
campment of the British wounded, and met with 
Captain Elliott and the surgeon of the 41st regi- 
ment. Captain Elliott immediately recognised 
me, and inquired the cause of my situation. I 
informed him what had taken place, and request- 
ed him to send back immediately; that some 
who were badly wounded might still be alive, and 
could be saved, and particularly named Captain 
Hart, for whom he manifested much friendship. 
Captain Elliott replied, it is now too late; you 
may rest assured that those who are once taken 
by the Indians are safe, and will be taken to 
Malden, and those who are badly wounded are 
killed ’ere this. I replied, many are unable to 
walk,and some will be killed after making an 
effort, and walking several miles, who might be 
saved. .'To which he replied, charity begins at 
home ;my own wounded are to be conveyed first, 
and if any sleighs remain they shall be sent back 
for your wounded. My anxiety to get some per- 
son to return, in hopes of saving some of the 
prisoners, induced me at length to make an ap- 
peal to their avarice. The surgical instruments 
of the detachment were left in the room I occu- 
pied, and I informed the surgeon of their value 
and importance at that time; he immediately 
despatched an interpreter for them, who returned 
with the information that they were destroyed 
in the burning of the house, and gave additional 
confirmation of the massacre of the wounded. I 
was released from the Indians by Captain Elliott 
and the surgeon. At this time my brother, who 
was wounded, and several others, were in posses- 
sion of the Indians, who were taking them to- 
wards Malden. I requested their release, and 
permission for them to accompany me on foot 
under British protection. Captain Elliott told 
me it was impossible, and to be under no fears, 
they were safe; for he knew the fidelity of the 
Indians with whom they were. When the intel- 
ligence of the massacre was by me communicated 
to Captain Elliott and the surgeon, they appeared 
much exasperated, and declared it was impossible 
to restrain the savages. The cause he then as- 
signed to me was, that when the Indians discov- 
ered their loss in killed and wounded, and that of 
- the British, they started off towards our wound- 
ed, declaring: they would have satisfaction, and, 
he, continued, I was fearful of the event. During 
the plunder and the massacre our wounded con- 
dueted themselves with the utmost composure 
and resignation, and made no resistance, which 
ae knew would be fruitless, and destruction 
to all. 

It was asserted by Colonel Proctor, in a con- 
versation at Amherstburg, that the Indians had 
£otsome whiskey in the house where we were 
stationed, and had become intoxicated. That the 
Indians may have had some whiskey 1 shall not 


deny; but I think I can safely say, that they did 


not procure it there, and that was not the cause - 


of the massacre; for, on the preceding days, and 
subsequent to the action of the 18th, I wanted 
some spirits, and made application to the house- 
keeper, who assured me there was none about the 
house, for it was all consumed by the British and 
Indians, who had quartered in the house prior to 
the action of the 18th ; besides, the Indians show- 
ed no manifestation of drunkenness; their delib- 
erate pilfering, and their orderly conduct through- 
out, was not such as would be expected from 
drunken Indians. 

Upon my arrival at Malden, I was again soli- 
cited to take charge of the wounded ; the surgery 
was opened to me, and I had the use of the med- 
icines and dressings necessary, and they had as 
comfortable rooms as could be procured. During 
our stay in Malden some eight or ten of the 
wounded were brought in by the Indians; several 
made their escape who were doomed to massacre, 
and found protection with the inhabitants of the 
Territory, who brought them into Malden; and 
several made their escape, wandered in, and de- 
livered themselves up at the fort. Prior to our 
leaving Malden one poor fellow was brought in 
sealped alive by the Indians, and delivered up to 
the British; but before I reached him death put 
an end to his sufferings.. I frequently, and on 
every occasion, urged the British officers to exert 
themselves and procure the release of the wound- 
ed from the Indians, urging the necessity of hav- 
ing their wounds dressed. In a conversation on 
this subject with Captain Elliott, and while urg- 
ing it, he replied, the Indians are excellent sur- 
geons. The prisoners were all marched off to 
Sandwich, after remaining a few days at Mal- 
den, and I was called upon to know how many 
from their wounds were unable to march, who 
had sleighs furnished them, which was the case 
during the march to Fort George. Before I con- 
clude, I must say, that the terms of capitulation 
were violated in every particular by the enemy. 
The wounded were not protected ;. private prop- 
erty was not held sacred; and our side arms were 
notrestored. With a few exceptions, I was treated 
respectfully by the British officers, save the abuse 
which was lavished on my Government, and that 
was by no means sparingly bestowed. 

I am, respectfully, yours, &c. 
JOHN TODD, M. D, . 
Late surg. 5th regt Kentucky vol. militia. 
Hon. Jesse BLEDSOE. ; 


Tae COMMONWEALTH or KENTUCKY, 
Fayette County, ss: 
This day Doctor John Todd came before me, 
John H. Morton, a Justice of the Peace for said 
county, and made oath, that the facts stated in the 
foregoing letter are substantially true, to the best 
of hts knowledge. JOHN H. MORTON. 


State or KENTUCKY, 
Pendleton County, in town of Falmouth: 


On the 21st day of April, 1813, I, John Daw- 
son, an orderly sergeant in Captain Glave's com- 
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pany of the-first regiment Kentuck 
militia, being detailed off, and attached to Cap- 
tain Wriél Seabrees’ company, and was in the 
battle of the 18th of January, and did not receive 
` a wound, but onthe 22d, about 9 o’clock, received 
* a shot under the right arm, which lodged between 
` the ribs. After the capitulation of our troops, 
there came a paymaster of the British army in 
the house where I was, to take the number of 
wounded that was in the house. I asked, what 
was to be done with us? he replied, “don’t make 
yourself uneasy about that, you shall be protected 
this night by a strong guard which shall be left 
with you.” . But, to my sad misfortune, I found 
there were but three interpreters left, and in the 
night an officer took two of them away, and in 
the morning the other one said he could not talk 
Indian. So when the Indians came in the morn- 
ing they broke open the doors of the houses, be- 
; gan to tomahawk, scalp, and plunder, then set fire 
|; tothe houses which contained the prisoners; with 
this I got up, put on my great coat, put up my 
knapsack, and went.out of doors, I bad not been 
out more than one minute before an [ndian came 
‘up to me and took the coat off my back; also 
another Indian told me to put my knapsack in 
his sled. At this time Major Graves and Captain 
Hart were out in the yard. I heard Captain Hart 
make a bargain with an Indian to take him to 
‘Malden, which the Indian agreed so to do, for 
the sum of one hundred dollars. I saw the Indian 
m a pair of socks on Hart, and put him on a 
10rse; this was the last I saw of Hart. I then 
saw a man riding, whom I thought was a British 
officer. I made up to him, but found that he was 
an Indian who was aid-de-camp to General Round- 
head; he had with him, when I came up, twelve 
men. It was at the mouth of a lane where I 
overtook him, where there were two Indians 
scalping two men; he hallooed to them to give 
way; they did so. After this we went on; and 
on Sandy Creek, about three miles from the bat- 
tle ground, I saw Major Graves in an Indian 
sleigh ; this is the last account of him that I could 
ascertain. We went on that night to Browns- 
town, and in the morning of the 24th a man gave 
out walking, with the rheumatic pains, who was 
by the name of Downey. The Indians toma- 
hawked him, and then stripped him. We then 
marched on above Detroit, on the river Rouge. 
Istaid with them seven days. They then took 
me into Detroit, (leaving a young man in the 
camp by the name of John Davenport,) and sold 
me to Major Muir, who commands Fort Detroit. 
I then was sent over to Sandwich ; there I stayed 
until the 8th of February ; they marched me to 
Fort George, and —— me on the 19th of Febru- 
ary, 1813. . The above is a true statement, as far 
as I saw, though I saw numbers massacred that I 
did not know. 

During my confinement with the Indians, 
whilst at their camps, they showed more human- 
ity than the British. 

Given under my hand, this 21st day of April, 
13. -— 


1813 
JOHN DAWSON. 


| 


y volunteer | PENDLETON COUNTY, ss: 


I, William Mountjoy, one of the Common- 
wealth’s Justices of the Peace for the State of 
Kentucky, in and for said county, do certify, that 
the foregoing certificate of John Dawson was 
written, subscribed, and sworn to before me. 

Given under my hand, this 21st day of April, 


1813. 
WILLIAM MOUNTJOY. 


STATE or KENTUCKY, 
Pendleton County, in town of Falmouth: 

On the 21st day of April, 1813, I, Thomas Pol- 
lard, a private of Captain Glave's company, of 
the first regiment of Kentucky volunteer militia, 
was in battles, fought with the British and Indian 
army on the 18th and 22d of January last, at the 
River Raisin, and after the surrender of our army 
as prisoners of war on the 22d, upon the assuran- 
ces of the British officers, promising protection to 
my wounded fellow-soldiers, and that they would 
send carryalls for them the next day. Although 
I had received no injury in either of the actions 
fought cn the 18th and 22d, I voluntarily stayed to 
assist and comfort my messmates, John Dawson, 
Albert Ammerman, and Jesse Green, all of whom 
had received wounds by balls. 

I have first examined the statement made and 
sworn to by John Dawson, hereto annexed, and 
witnessed every cireumstance therein stated to be 
truly stated, within my own knowledge. The In- 
dian who bargained with Captain Hart to take 
him to Fort Malden for one hundred dollars, and 
took charge of him, put him on a horse and start- 
ed on his way, spoke good enough the English 
tongue for us to understand the contract, 

THOMAS POLLARD. 
PENDLETON Country, ss: 

I, William Mountjoy, one of the Common- 
wealth’s Justices of the Peace for the State of 
Kentucky, in and for said county, do certify, that 
the foregoing certificate of Thomas Pollard was 
subscribed and sworn to before me. 

WM. MOUNTJOY. 


STATE or KENTUCKY, 
Pendleton County, in town of Falmouth ; 


On the 21st day of April, 1813, I, Albert Am- 
merman, a private of Captain Glave’s company, 
of the first regiment of Kentucky volunteer mili- 
tia, being wounded in the battle of the 18th Jan- 
uary last, at the River Raisin, by a ball in the 
flesh of the thigh; and from the window of the 
house which was appropriated for an hospital, 
was a witness to the battle of the 22d of the same 
month. And after the surrender, I being but 
slightly wounded, proposed marching with the 
rest of the prisoners, and was prevented by the 
order of a British officer, who said that a guard 
would be left to take care of the wounded, and 
carryalls would be sent for them to ride into Mal- 
den on the next morning. But to my astonish- 
ment no guard was left, and, about sunrise on the 
morning of the 23d, a party of Indians returned 
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to the hospital, and the first Indian that came to 
the room I was lodged in could speak the English 
language. He was asked by one of the wounded, 
what was to be done with the wounded. He re- 
plied they were all to be killed that could not 
walk; and shortly after a general massacre com- 
menced. I instantly put on my knapsack and 
went out of the house; my knapsack was de- 
manded by an Indian at the door, to whom I gave 
it. He conducted me to a log some little distance 
from the house, on which I sat down, where I 
witnessed the butchery of many of my fellow- 
citizens, sufferers by the tomahawk and scalping 
knife, and, to finish the scene, set fire to the houses 
occupied by the wounded prisoners; many of 
them, struggling in the arms of death, put their 
heads out of the windows whilst enveloped in 
smoke and flames. After this bloody work was 
finished, I was marched off in the direction to- 
wards Brownstown, by an Indian, and when 
about half a mile from Frenchtown on our way, 
was overtaken by two Indians who had Captain 
Hart in custody, mounted ona horse. As they 
approached nearly to us, I noticed they were 
speaking loud and animated as if in a quarrel, 
but, not understanding their language, did not 
understand what passed between them, but think 
it was probable that the quarrel was occasioned 
respecting one hundred dollars which I under- 
stood Captain Hart had given to one of the In- 
dians aforesaid to convey him to Fort Malden. 
The quarrel appeared to grow very warm, so 
much so, that the Indians took aim at each other 
with their guns; and, as if to settle the dispute, 
it appeared to me as if they had mutually agreed 
to kill Captain Hart, and plunder him of the rest 
of his money and effects, which they did, by tak- 
ing him off his horse, then knocked him down 
with a war club, scalped and tomahawked him, 
and stripped him naked, leaving his body on the 
ground. I was gratified in observing that, dur- 
ing this scene of trial, Captain Hart refrained 
from supplication or entreaty, but appeared per- 
fectly calm and collected. He met his fate with 
that firmness which was his particular character- 
istic. No other prisoner of our army of the United 
States was present to witness this melancholy 
scene—the death of Captain Hart. During my 
captivity with the Indians, five days only, I was 
treated with more hospitality than 1 had any rea- 
son to expect; much more so than I experienced 
from.the British, after I was ransomed at Detroit, 
by Mr. Benjamin Chittenden, who will ever be 
entitled to my utmost gratitude; by him I was 
humanely treated, and also by some of the French 
Canadians. 


his 
ALBERT + AMMERMAM. 


mark. 


PENDLETON COUNTY, ss: 

I, William Mountjoy, one of the Common- 
wealth’s Justices of the Peace for the State of 
Kentucky, in and for said county, do certify, that 
the foregoing certificate of Albert Ammerman 
was subscribed and sworn to before me. 


— 


Given under my hand, this 21st day of April 
1813. 


H 


Lexineton, April 13, 1813, , 


Sin: You request of me a statement of facts, 
within my own knowledge, concerning the mur- 
der of our men after the battle and surrender at 
Frenchtown. 

I was one of those who was taken by the In- 
dians on the retreat, about one and a half miles 
from where the action first commenced. Just 
before we were taken, with the assistance of 
Lieutenant Chinn, belonging to the militia, I 
formed between fifteen and twenty men. I then 
discovered the Indians running upon us on each 
side and in front, about sixty in number, with 
their arms at a trail. I discovered there was no 
chance to repel them. I ordered the men to 
ground their arms, which was done; the In- 
dians then came up and secured the arms of our 
men, and shot them, including the Lieutenant 
before mentioned. I was the only one saved. I 
was taken and delivered up to Captain Elliott, a 
British officer. ‘ 

As to the murder of the wounded, I know 
nothing of my own knowledge. 


Your obedient servant, 
A. GARRETT. 

Hon. Jesse BLEDSOE. y 
FAYETTE COUNTY, ss: ; 

This day, Lieutenant Ashton Garrett, of the 
17th regiment United States? infantry, came be-. 
fore me, and made oath, that the foregoing state- 
ment is just and true to the best of his knowledge 
and belief. TN 

Given under my hand, this 13th day of April, 
1813. JOHN H. MORTON, J. P. 


State or KENTUCKY, 
` Fayette County, ss: 

Personally appeared before me, a justice of the 
peace for the county aforesaid, Charles Bradford, 
an inhabitant of the town of Lexington, State of 
Kentucky, who, being duly sworn on the Holy 
Evangelists, deposeth and saith, that he was 1n 
the actions at the river Raisin, on the 18th and 
22d January last; that he was wounded in the 
right hip, and remained at Frenchtown after the 
capitulation; that, on the 22d, before the prisoners 
(who were able to walk) were marched for Mal- 
den, he saw Captain William Elliott, with whom 
he had been formerly acquainted, and of whom 
he inquired, personally, what would be done with 
the wounded prisoners? whether they would be 
taken to Malden that evening with the other 
prisoners, or not? He said they would not be 
laken to Malden that evening, but a strong guard 
would be left to protect them against any outrage 
the Indians might be disposed to commit. Elliott 
had a similar conversation with Major Graves, 
Captains Hart and Hickman, and Doctors Todd 
and Bowers, in the presence of this deponent. 
He, Elliott, further stated that sleighs would be: 
sent to convey the wounded to Malden the next 
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inorning. This deponent further says, that the | Sworn and subscribed to before me, this 29th 
: British marched away ; no guard was left to pro- | day of April, 1812. 

. teet'the wounded ; and that Captain Elliott, when | OLIVER KIEN, J. P. 
‘asked the reason, observed that some interpreters | n 
were left whose influence among the Indians was į ; 
greater, and that they were better able to protect | Umrrep States Surp Mapison, 

us than a guard. About two or three o'clock in | Sackett’s Harbor, June 4, 1813. 
the. morning of the 23d January, this deponent| , SiR: I have the honor to present you, by the 
discovered that the interpreters had left the house | hands of Lieutenant Dudley, the British standard 


in which he was, and he never saw them after- | taken at York on the 27th of April last, accompa- 


wards; that between day-light and sun rise, on | eu the mace over which was hung a human 


the 23d, he saw a large number of Indians come | A ; 
"eh loue; they burst open the don and in a Puer ales were saken fom the Parliament 
se dida dis Dihderog ThE ahi pa The sal I Aa to be Dieselted to General 
: ; toma g 
uk Ophis depouent lett the Robs d ki Dearborn, who I believe still has it in his posses- 
possible, and went into the yard, where a number | 3102... I also send, by the same gentleman, one of 
. of. his fellow-prisoners had assembled. He was | the British flags taken at Fort George on the 27th 
. there claimed as a prisoner. by an Indian, who pr Mar: ihe bonor to be: verv desséettullv. sis 
; gave pim on aul to as Whist ne plun- | your mosrubedical humtie p cttully, sir, 
‘dered more. ‘At this time he was standing with ! ’ : 
Doctor Bowers, and James E. Blythe, when an | ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 
‘Indian, without any’ provocation, tomahawked 


Hon. W. Jones, 


"Blythe, and scalped him. Shortly after, they (the Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 

. Indians) set fire to the houses in which the wound- | _ A true copy from the original filed in the Navy 
ed had been quartered, and burnt them down, | Department, July 22, 1813. W. JONES, 
with the bodies of those whom they had mur- | ——— 

‘dered. This deponent was then taken by thej No. 9 

Indians, in company with Doctor Bowers, Charles | ees 2d a 

Searls, Julius Turner, and several others, to Sandy Outrages at Hampton, in Virginia. 
"Creek ; that on the way he saw a number of the | Extract of a letter from General Taylor to Admiral 
prisoners who had been tomahawked ; that, whilst Warren, dated 

at Sandy Creek, they murdered Charles Searls, Heapavarrers, Nonrorx, June 29, 1813. 


' "Thomas S. Crow, and three or four others. Thar “I have heard with grief and astonishment of 
this deponent was then packed with forty or fifty | the excesses, both to property and persons, com- 
pounds weight, and taken to the river Rouge, | mitted by the land troops who took possession of 
‘where the Indians had encamped ; that, whilst he i Hampton. The respect I entertain for your per- 
was there, he inquired of an Indian whether he; sonal character leads me to make known these 
would take him to Malden, as he wished to be} excesses, It would not become me to suggest 
given to Captain Elliott. The Indian said, if | what course of inquiry and punishment is due to 
Captain Elliott told him to do so he would, as} the honor of your arms. But the world will sup- 
they always did as he requested them. This de- | pose those acts to have been approved, if not ex- 
ponent was six days with the Indians before they | cited, which are passed over with impunity. I 
took him to Detroit, where he was purchased by | do not, however, deprecate any measures you 
Stephen Mack and Oliver W. Miller, for eighty | may think necessary or proper, but am prepared 
dollars, Thatthe British officer commanding at | for any species of warfare which you may be dis- 
Detroit (Major Muir) again claimed him as a| posed to prosecute. It is for the sake of humanity 
British prisoner, notwithstanding his having just | I enter this protest. 
been ransomed from their allies (by his own| “We are, in this part of the country, merely in 
countrymen) and sent him to Sandwich, where | the noviciate of our warfare. The character it 
he remained until the 9th or 10th February, when | will hereafter assume, whether of mildness or 
he was sent to Fort George, and there paroled. | ferocity, will materially depend on the first opera- 
This deponent states, that, while a prisoner tions of our arms, and on the personal character 


d Sandwich, he was several times treated insulting- | and dispositions of the respective commanders. 

io ly by the British officers, and by one John Mc-| “For myself, I assure you most solemaly, that 

Gregor; that the citizens, generally, treated the | I neither have authorized, nor will sanction, any 

prisoners with kindness and attention as far as 

was in their power. 

` This being the first opportunity the deponent 

has had of expressing his gratitude to the Ameri- 

, Can citizens who treated the prisoners with so 
much friendship and humanity at Detroit, cannot 
refrain from so doing ; and, as long as he lives, 

the names of Messrs. Mack, Miller, Smart, Wood- 

ward, Williams, McDonald, Hunt, Mays, &c., 

shall never be forgotten. C. BRADFORD. 


outrage on humanity or the laws of civil warfare. 
On the contrary, I think it due, no less to my 
personal honor than to that of my country, to re- 
press and punish every excess. I hope that these 
sentiments will be reciprocated. It will depend 
on you whether the evils inseparable from a state 
of war shall, in our operations, be tempered by 
the mildness of civilized life, or, under your au- 
thority, be aggravated by all the fiend-like pas- 
sions which can be instilled into them. 
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H. B. M. Sure San Dominao, 
Hampton Roads, June 29, 1813. 

Sır: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of this day, stating that you had communi- 
cated to your Government the proposal of an ex- 
change of prisoners, and, also, that some excesses 
had been committed by the troops in the late 
affair at Hampton. I have communicated to my 
friend, Sir Sidney Beckwith, the commander of 
His Majesty’s forces on shore, this part of your 
letter, and he will have the honor of writing to 
you upon the points to which it alludes. 

I beg leave to assure you that it is my wish to 
alleviate the misfortunes of the war commenced 
against my country, by every means in my power; 
at the same time, I am prepared to meet any re- 
sult that may ensue between the two nations. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient 
faithfal humble servant, 

- JOHN BORLASE WARREN, 

Eas Admiral of the Blue, $c. 

"Brigadier General TAYLOR, 

Commanding U. S. forces at Hampton. 

A true copy. 

neh ` JAMES MAURICE, 

Major, Acting A. A. G. 


H. M. Sure San Domineo, 
June 29, 1813. 


Sig: Admiral Sir John B. Warren having 


communicated to me the contents of your letter, 
I lose no time in assuring you that your wish 
cannot exceed mine to carry on war with every 
attention to the unfortunate individuals in whose 
immediate vicinity military operations may take 
place. In this spirit I shall vie with you to the 
utmost. At the same time, I ought to state to 
you that the excesses of which you complain at 
Hampton were occasioned by a proceeding of so 
extraordinary a nature, that, if I had not been an 
eye-witness, | could not have credited it, At the 
recent attempt on Craney island, the troops ina 
barge sunk by the fire of your guns, clung to the 
wreck of the boat. Several Americans, I assure 
you most solemnly, waded off from the island, 
and, in the presence of all engaged, fired upon 
and shot these poor fellows. With a feeling 
natural to such a proceeding, the men of that 
corps landed at Hampton. 

That occurrences of that kind may never occur 
again, and that the troops of each nation may be 
guided by sentiments of honor and humanity, is 
the earnest wish of, sir, your very obedient servant, 

SIDNEY BECK WITH, 
Quarter Master General. 


To Brigadier General TAYLOR, 
Commanding U. S. Troops, Norfolk. 


A true copy. 
JAMES MAURICE, 
Major, Acting A. A. G. 


Heavavarrers, Nonrorg, July 1, 1813. 


‘lon war with every attention to the. unfortunate 


individuals in whose immediate vicinity military 
operations may take place." Such sentiments 


honor on military skill. Worthless is the laurel 
steeped in female tears, and joyless the conquests 
which have inflicted needless woe on the peace- 
ful and unresisting. The frankness with which 
you admit the excesses at Hampton is a guaran- 
tee against the. repetition. oh 

I cannot doubt, sir, your conviction that the 
scene described by you at Craney island was 
really acted; but, the very reason it appeared to 
you incredible and inhuman, it should have been 
unauthorized. Your own perception of propri- 
ety shall decide, if facts should not have been as- 
certained, and redress demanded, before retaliation 
was resorted to—a retaliation, too, extravagant 
in its measure, applying not to the perpetrators 
of the alleged offence, or their comrades, but to 
the innocent and helpless. I have reason to think 
that you are mistaken in your impressions of the 
conduet of our troops at Craney island. That 
they waded into the water on the sinking of your 
boat is true; but I learn that it was for the pur- 
pose of securing their conquest, and assisting the 
perishing. One person (perhaps more) was shot, 
but it was only for a continued effort to escape, 
after repeated offers of safety on surrender: such 
at least, is the representation made to me. f 
however, your yielding troops have been. butch- 
ered, it is due to the honor of our arms to diselaim 
and punish the enormity. The fame of my.coun- 
try shal! never be tarnished by such conduet in 
the troops under my command. I have to-day 
ordered an inquiry into the facts, by a board. -of 
field officers. Proper measures shall be taken to 
punish whatsoever of impropriety may have been 
committed. 1 flatter myself you will perceive in 
these measures a disposition to afford no cause o 
reproach in any future conflict. When we meet, 
let us combat as soldiers, jealous of the honor of 
our respective countries, anxious Lo surpass each 
other as well in magnanimity as in courage. | 

Accept, sir, the assurance of my consideration 
and respect. ROBT. B. TAYLOR, 

Brig. Gen. Comm’s- 
Sir Siwney BECKWITH, 
Quartermaster General, §c. 


A copy. JOHN MYERS, Aid-de-Cump. 


Extract of a letter from Brigadier General Taylor to 
the Secretary of War, dated ! 
Nonrozx, July 2, 1813.. 

I enclose, as was promised yesterday, copies o 
the letters written to Admiral Warren and Gen- 
eral Beckwith. My aid, who carried them down, 
yesterday, brought back a letter from Admiral 
Warren, of whieh a copy is enclosed, and has 
made a statement of what occurred in his confer- 
ence with the General. ae 

The letter of the Admiral, though polite,1s cet- 
tainly not responsive to anything which has oc- 


Sin: It affords me the highest satisfaction to | curred, and the eonversation with the General, 
receive your assurance that you wish “to carry | though equally civil, is obviously designed to 


can alone give splendor to courage, and eonfer: 


i 
i 


escalate Vna: HARÉ Seri 
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prevent any further discussion of the subject. 


From the.report of prisoners and deserters, there 


too much reason to believe that, before the at- 
daek oti Craney island, the cupidity of the troops 
bad been excited by a promise of the pillage of 
Norfolk. To inflame their resentment, after their 
failure, and to keep alive the hope of plunder 
at Norfolk, there is much reason to fear that our 


troops have unmeritedly been charged with mis- 


conduct at Craney island, and that made a pre- 
text for their excesses and their conduct at Hamp- 
ton. lentertain no doubt of the justification of 


the honor and magnanimity of our men, by the 
reports of the board of officers. 


inflamed.’ : 


Notes for Captain Myers in his interview with Admi- 
. i ral Warren. 

-~ A defenceless and unresisting town has been 
iven up to indiscriminate pillage, though civil- 

Jzed war tolerates this only as to fortified places, 
carried by assault, and after summons. 


*:IÍndividuals have been stripped naked; a sick 


maw stabbed twice in the hospital; a sick man 


shot; at Pembroke, in his bed, and in the arms of 


_ his wife, long after the defeat of the troops; his 
' wife also shot at, and- wounded—a Mr. and Mrs. 
Kirby. 

Females have been not only assaulted, and per- 
sonally abused and struck, but even violated. 

-If oceasion offers, notice may be immediately 
made of the information, given by prisoners and 
deserters, of the promise to plunder Norfolk. 

As to the imputation of our troops at Craney 
island, if Admiral Warren should mention it, de- 
~ ny the fact, and state the actual conduct of our 
` troops, in going into the water to assist their men. 
and then giving them refreshments as soon as they 
entered the fort. Refer to the conduct of all our 
prisoners, particularly those taken from the boats 


of the Victorious. 
JOHN MYERS, 
Captain and Aid-de-Camp. 


‘“Heavauarters, Norroux, July 2, 1813. 
Sin: In obedience to your orders I proceeded, 
yesterday, with a flag of truce, to Admiral War- 
ren, in Hampton Roads, to whom I handed both 
the despatch for himself and that for Sir Sidney 
Beckwith. The Admiral received me with civ- 
ility, and with. many acknowledgments for the 
terms of your letter. Sir Sidney was on shore 
at Old Poiat Comfort, Feeling some difficulty 
about the propriety of delaying on board for his 
arrival, I was about to depart, but Admiral War- 
ren expressed a wish that I would remain, saying 

that he would desire, no doubt, to give a reply. 
. Sir Sidney did not arrive till 8 o'elock. He 


Ido not mean 
that the subject shall drop, but when I communi- 
cate the report, I shall leave the British comman- 
der the alternative, either of adopting similar 
measures in his own army, or remaining under 
the imputation of having excited their troops to 
commit. these excesses. Our troops are highly 


expressed great respect for the motives that had 

actuated you, sir, in the measures which you 

were pursuing. They were more than he de-- 
sired. It was sufficient, he said, if your own mind 

was satisfied. Heexpressed regret at the trouble 

you had taken, and much deference for your char- 

acter, with a resolution to vie with you in efforts 

t6 confine future operations within the bounds of 
humanity, and the usages of war. He said, in 

allusion to the pretended conduct of our men at 

Craney island, that it proceeded no doubt froma 

few of the more disorderly. I denied the charge 

altogether, as I had done in my previous inter- 

view, when it was made the justification of their 

outrages at Hampton, on the ground of retalia- 

tion. 

I found that it was not his intention to give to 
your despatch a written reply. By the light man- 
ner in which he glanced at the subject of your 
investigation, I could perceive that it was pressed 
further than was desirable to him. It was my 
wish, however, to be able to report to you the 
probability of a like course of inquiry on his part, 
and I enumerated the catalogue of abuses and 
violence at Hampton. I mentioned the pillage 
of the town, and the wanton destruction of med- 
icine; that individuals had been stripped naked ; 
a sick man stabbed twice, who was in the hospi- 
tal; a sick man shot in his bed,at Pembroke, and 
in the arms of his wife, who was also shot at, and 
wounded, long after the defeat of the troops--a 
Mr. and Mrs. Kirby ; and finally, the assault on 
females, their being struck, and personally abused, 


and even violated. 


At the mention of the murder of Kirby, and 
the wound given to his wife, Sir Sidney distinetly 
admitted it; the others he appeared not to be ac- 
quainted with the particulars of, and expressed 
some concern at it. He said that he had, how- 
ever, on coming to a knowledge of their conduct, 
immediately ordered the embarkation of the troops 
that were concerned, with a determination that 
they should not again land; and that, while he 
was unable to control a past event, the responsi- 
bility of a recurrence should rest on himself; that 
the troops under his command were strangers'to 
him, on his arrival here, and appealing: to my 
knowledge of the nature of the war in Spain, in 
Which these men (meaning the French corps) he 
said had been trained, told me they could not be 
restrained. 

Thus far he thought he could not give a more 
convincing proof of the sincerity of his profes- 
sions, than in the withdrawal of these troops, and 
that he had, moreover, just been employed in find- 
ing a new watering place on Back river, in order 
to remove from Hampton, and to quiet the minds 
of the inhabitants. 

He assured me that in making such a pledge, 
as he was doing, it should not be lightly regarded. 
That he would either send away these troops, or 
wait the arrival of others, for new operations. 
He concluded by expressing a hope that you, sir, 
would in future use no reserve in communicating 
any subject of impropriety ; and, on his part, that 
he should certainly do so, with due regard to the 
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liberality of your conduct. He hoped the subject 
was at rest. I took my leave. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 


most obedient servant, 
JOHN MYERS, 
Captain and Aid-de-Camp. 
Brig. Gen. Rosert B. Tavron, Norfolk. 


Extracts of a letter from General Taylor to Sir Sidney 
Beckwith, Quartermaster General, commanding the 
land forces of his Britannic Majesty, at Hampton 
Roads, dated . 

Heapavarters, July 5, 1813. 

“J have now the honor to transmit to you the 
proceedings of the board of officers convened to 
inquire into the transactions at Craney island. 
They doubtless will convince you that, in that 
affair, the American troops merited no censure ; 
that their conduct was distinguished by humanity 
. and magnanimity ; and that the distance to which 
-¥ou-were removed from the scene, by rendering 
it impossible that you could be informed of the 
motives of their conduct, unhappily led you to 
draw conclusions equally mistaken and unmerited. 

“You bave done me the justice to declare that 
the measures pursued by me evince a disposition 
to permit, in my troops, no abuses on humanity. 
or the laws of authorized war. AsI cannot doubt 
the existence of similar sentiments with you, I 
havea right to expect, on your part, measures 
equally decisive and unambiguous. If I have 
deemed it needful to forbid openly, to my whole 
army, all acts of impropriety, and to direct a pub- 
lic investigation of charges believed to be unmer- 
ited, but having the sanction of your imputation, 
I put it to your candor to determine, if excesses 
in your troops, admitted by yourself, and some 
of them of the most atrocious character, should 
pass unnoticed. My conduct, and your declara- 
tions, give me a claim to ask that these excesses 
be punished. Your army will then learn the ab- 
horrence you feel for such acts, and be restrained, 
by the fear of your indignation, from similar out- 
rages, . But if these admitted excesses are passed 
by, the impunity of the past will be construed, by 
your troops, into an encouragement of future 
outrages, and your own humane intentions be 
completely defeated. Neither can you be un- 
mindful of the propriety of taking, from my army 
the pretexts for impropriety, by a knowledge of 
effectual restraints on yours. 

“I am fully impressed with the liberality of 
your conduct in promising to. remove the troops 
who committed the outrages of Hampton from 
the opportunity of repeating these enormities. 
But, besides that my confidence in the gallantry 
of the American troops forbids me to desire any 
diminution of your force, and such a measure 
being liable to misconception, by our own troops, 
might not attain your object. The rank and file 
of an army seidom reason very profoundly, and 
however erroneously, might ascribe their with- 
drawal to the desertions which have, on every 
opportunity, taken place in that corps, and in 
their unwillingness, if any should have been dis- 


played, to fire on the American troops. If this 
should unfortunately be the case, your force will - 
be diminished, without securing the great ends 


of discipline and humanity for which you had, ` 


with so much liberality, made the sacrifice. I 
am the more pressing on this subject, because I 
have reason to believe that, even since your as- 
surance, though unquestionably against your 
wishes, very improper acts have been committed 
by the troops on James river. The domestic 
property of peaceable private citizens, respected 
by all civilized nations, has been pillaged, and 
what furnished no allurements to cupidity has 
been wantonly defaced and destroyed. : 

“Tf such acts are either directed, or sanctioned, 
it is important to us, and to the world, to know 
what species of warfare the arms of Great Brit- 
ain mean to wage. If authorized, it will be of 
little practical avail to know, that the director of 
these arms entertains the most liberal personal 
dispositions, while these dispositions remain dor- 
mant and inoperative. 

“Tf Tam troublesome on this subject, charge 
it to my anxious desire that nothing may occur 
to embitter our own feelings, and those ‘of our 
respective nations. In the progress of the war, - 
charges of inhumanity have unhappily been fre- 
quent and reciprocal. Iam not indifferent to the 
infamy which such a charge fixes on the officer, 
who either encourages or permits it. I derive the 
highest satisfaction from. the assurances you have 
given of similar sentiments. We have, sir, be- 
come enemies, by the sacred obligations we owe 


our respective countries. But, on the great and . - 


expanded subject of human happiness, we should 
be friends by the sympathy of our feelings. Let 
us then cordially unite, and exercising effectually 
the powers with which our Governments have 
invested us, give to our warfare a character of 
magnanimity, conferring equal honor on our- 
selves, and on our countries.” eos NE 


Extract from General Orders. 


Nonrorx, July 1st, 1813. 
Assistant Adjutant General's Office. 


The General commanding has deemed it proper 
to remonstrate against the excesses committed by 
the British troops who took possession of Hamp- 
ton. It-has been attempted to justify, or palliate, 
these excesses, on the ground of inhumanity in 
some of the troops at Craney island, who are 
charged with ‘having waded into the river, and 
shot at the unresisting and yielding foe, who 
clung to the wréck'ef a boat which had been 
sunk by the fire of our guus. 

Humanity and mercy are inseparable from true 
courage, and the General knows too well the 
charaeter of the troops under his command to 
doubt their magnanimity towards an unresisting 
foe. Itis equally due to the honor of the troops 
engaged, and to the hitherto unquestioned fame 
of the American arms, for honor and clemency, 
that the imputation: should be investigated. i 
the charge be well founded, the army must be . : 
purified by punishment for this abomination. If, 


BT “APPENDIX, 9888 


Manner in which the War is waged by the Enemy. 


..as the commander hopes and believes, the conduet | General Taylor for his polite communication, and 
of our troops has: been misconceived, the world | to repeat his earnest wish that military operations 
hould have an authentic record to repel the im- | should be carried on with all the liberality and 
sputatibn. Er. humanity which becomes the respective nations, 
“~He, therefore, directs that a board of officers, | Any infringement of the established usages of 
.to consist of Colonel Freeman, President, Lieu- | war will instantly be noticed and punished. 

- tenant Colonels Boykin, Mason, and Read, do 


-convene the day after to-morrow, at a place to | p AN : 
` pe appointed by the President, for the purpose of | ^ xt**t of po ooa i Saat Fi ad Taylor to 


; investigating these charges, and report accord- i : 
ingly. JAMES’ MAURICE, Norroux. July 7, 1813. 
Major, Act. Ast. Ad. Gen. | “The Board of officers convened to examine 


i the charge brought against our troops in the af- 
| fair at Craney island have made such a report as 
|an American could desire. I enclosed a copy 
"ion; do pronounce the following opinion: j ens e British ora AD a let- 
< Yħat it appears, from the testimony adduced, ! uu esatek PRS pei a fa iie. een of 
“that; om the 22d of last month, in the action at | which Loomer the des d ER B af n 2 
"Craney island, two of the enenty's boats, in front | after returned with an shear of WhIEh cont 
of their line, were sunk by the fire of our batte- | i, also enclosed. I fear, from the generality of 
fies; the soldiers and sailors who were in those | its terms, that little amelioration of the s sstem 
‘boats were consequently afloat, and in danger of | hitherto practised, is be to expected ; bur some. 
drowning ; and being in front of the boats which thing is chided by placiag the Teny so decidedly 
$ dio uy to disable these, our guns were | in the wrong, that the world cannot doubt to 
necessarily ired in a direction of the men in the ; whom is to be ascribed any excesses which here- 
‘water, but with no intention whatever to do them | after may be committed on either side.” 
‘further harm, but, on the contrary, orders were ! y ' 
given.to prevent this by ceasing to fire grape, and i y P 
‘only to fire round shot. It also is substantiated, | Extract of an official letter, addressed by Major 
that one of the enemy, who had apparently sur- | Crutchfield to Governor Barbour, dated 
"Téndered, advanced towards the shore, about one | Yorx County, Hatr-way House, 
‘hundred yards, when he suddenly turned to his | f . June 20, 1813. 
tight, 2nd endeavored to make his eseape toa “To give you, sir, an idea of the savage-like 
‘body of the enemy who had landed above the | disposition of the enemy, on their getting pos- 
‘island, and who were then in view; then, and not | session of the neighborhood, would be but a vain 
till then, was he fired upon, to bring him back, | attempt. Although Sir Sidney Beckwith assur- 
5 ich had ihe desired effect;and he was taken | ed n pu e might ne s in relation 
‘unhurt to the island. to the unfortunate Americans, the fact is, that, 
Tt further appears, that the troops on the island | on yesterday, there were several dead bodies ly- 
erted themselves in acts of hospitality and kind- | ing unburied, and the wounded not even assisted 
less to the unresisting and yielding foe. . i Into town, although observed to be crawling 
“Therefore, the Board do, with great satisfac- | towards a cold and inhospitable protection. The 
tion, declare, as their unbiassed opinion, that the! unfortunate females of Hampton, who could not 
charge alleged against the troops Is unsupported, leave town, were suffered to be abused in the 
and that the character of the American soldiery, | most shameful manner, not only by the venal 
for humanity arid magnanimity, has not been com- | savage foe, but by the unfortunate and infatuated 
, aad ir confirmed.? blacks, Ao RETE Tee by them n their 
; , ANT FREEMAN excesses, ey pillaged, and encouraged every 
Colonel Artillery, President. | act of murder and rapine—killing a poor man 
ARMISTEAD T. MASON, by the name of Kirby, who had been lying on 
Lieut. Colt rotnandi 5th Reg. Inf. | his E RS pomt ee six 
. FRA M. BOYKIN weeks; shooting his wife in the hip at the same 
` -Lieut. Colonel, commanding 3d Reg. Inf. time, and killing his faithful dog while lying un- 
THOMAS READ. Jon.. | der his feet. The murdered. Kirby was lying, 
"Lieut. Colonel, commanding. Artillery. last night, weltering in his bed.” 
. >- JOHN BARBER, Recorder. 
"A true and correct copy. 
JAMES MAURICE, 
Major, Act. Ast. Ad. Gen. 


The evidence having been gone through, the 
- Board, after deliberate and "mature considera- 


| 
| Extract of a letter from Captain Cooper of the Cavalry, 
i to Charles K. Mallory, Esq. Lieutenant Governor 
| of Virginia. 

“I was yesterday in Hampton with my troop; 


that place having been evacuated in the morn- 
ing by the British. "My blood ran cold at what 
Isaw and heard. The few distressed inhabitants 
running up in every direction to congratulate us ; 
tears were shedding in every corner, "The in- 


© Copy of a note from Sir Sidney Beckwith to General 
Ho lor, dated, His Majesty’s ship San Domingo, July 
<18, 1813. "e - 
-Quartermaster General Sir Sidney Beckwith 
. begs leave to return his best acknowledgments to 
13th Cox. 2d Sess.—74 
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famous scoundrels, monsters, destroyed every- | 

-thing but the houses, and (my pen is almost un- 

. willing to describe it) the women were ravished 
by the abandoned ruffians ! Great God! my dear 

- friend, can you figure to yourself our Hampton 
females seized and treated with violence by those 
monsters, and not a solitary American arm pres- 
ent to avenge their wrongs? But enough; I can 

' no more of this. 

“They have received a reinforcement of two 
thousand, in all six thousand men; and Norfolk 
or Richmond is their immediate aim. Protect 
yourselves from such scenes as we have witness- 
ed. They retired in great confusion, leaving be- 
-hind three thousand weight of beef, muskets, 
ammunition, canteens, &c., and some of their 
men, which we took. It is supposed that they 
apprehended an immediate attack from six thou- 
sand of our men, which caused them to retreat 
'so precipitately. My friend, rest assured of one 

` thing, they cannot conquer Americans; they 

‘cannot stand them: if we had had one thousand 

two hundred men, we should have killed or taken 
the greater part of them. 


From the same to the same, dated 


ARMISTEAD’s MILL, NEAR HAMPTON, 
July 10, 1813. 

“Dear Frienp: Your favor of the 7th has just 
been received through the politeness of Major 
Crutchfield, who had it forwarded to me at this 
place. I am surprised to hear that you have 
among you a man who would endeavor to apolo- 
gize for the unprecedented villany and brutal con- 
duct of the enemy in Hampton. Be assured of 
one fact, that that which I informed you of in my 
last was strictly true. 

“You request me to make known to you a few 
of the distressing particulars, in a way which will 
force conviction upon the minds of the incredu- 
lous. I will attend to it, my friend, that you may 
be enabled to confound such with positive proofs. 
At present you must content yourself with the 
following, and believe it as religiously as any fact 
beyond denial. 

“Mrs. Turnbull was pursued up to her waist 
in the water, and dragged on shore by ten or 
twelve of these ruffians, who satiated their brutal 
desires upon her, after pulling off her clothes, 
stockings, shoes, &c. This was seen by your 
nephew Keith, and many others. Another case— 
a married woman, her name unknown to me, 
with her infant child in her arms, (the child for- 
cibly dragged from her) shared the same fate. 
Two young women, well known to many, whose 
names will not be revealed at this time, suffered 
in like manner. * Doctor Colton, Parson Holson, 


* The former of these gentlemen acted as surgeon 
to the detachment lately stationed at Hampton, and is 
a young gentleman of the first respectability. The 
latter is president of the academy at that place, and 
stands deservedly high in public estimation. Mrs. Hop- 
kins, also, is a lady of very high respectability, and of 
the most unquestionable veracity. — . $ 


and Mrs. Hopkins, have informed me of ‘these j 
particulars. Another, in the presence of old Mr, ` 


Hope, had her gown, &c. cut off with a sword, 
and violence offered in his presense, ‘which he 
endeavored to prevent, but had to quit thé'róóm, 


leaving the unfortunate victim in their possession, - 


who, no doubt, was- abused in the same way, 
Oid Mr. Hope* himself was stripped naked, 
pricked with a bayonet in the arm, and slapped 
in the face; and were I to mention a hundred 
cases in addition to the above, I do not know that 
I should exaggerate.” 


Extract from a report made to Major Crutchfield by | 


Thomas Griffin and Robert Lively, Esqrs. dated 


York, 4th July, 1813. 
“Upon reaching Hampton, a scene of desola- 


tion and destruction presented itself. Thefew : 


inhabitants we found in town seemed not yet to 
have recovered from their alarm: dismay and 


consternation sat on every countenance: reports 1 


had reached us of the violence and uncontrolled | 


fury of the enemy after they obtained possession 
of the place; their conduct, in some cases, being 


represented sueh as would have disgraced, the li 
Our feelings were much | 


days of Vandalism. 
excited, and we deemed it our duty to pursue the’. 
inquiry as far as practicable, and are sorry to'say, 
that, from all the information we could procure, 
from sources too respectable to permit us to doubt, 


we are compelled to believe that acts of violence 47" 
have been perpetrated, which have disgraced the 3 


age in which welive. The sex, hithertoguarded 
by the soldier’s honor, escaped not the rude as- 


saults of superior force; nor could disease disarm | 


the foe of his ferocity. The apology, that these 
atrocities were committed by French soldiers 
attached to the British forces now in our waters, 


appears to us no justification of those who em- ; 


ployed them, believing, as we do, that an. officer 
is, or should be, ever responsible for the conduct 
of the troops under his command.” 


To the Editor of the Enquirer. 
Sır: Having just returned from Hampton, 


where I made myself acquainted with all the js 


particulars of British outrage, whilst that place 


was in their possession, I am requested, by many 1 
persons, to communicate, through you, to the ;! 


publie, the information I have given them. Ido 
this with no hope or expectation of satisfying 
those who required other testimony than Major. 
Crutchfield’s or Captain Coopers. L too well 
know there are those among us, who will still 
doubt, or pretend to doubt. Batas I believe, this 
class to be few in number, and insignificant 


*This worthy old gentleman is bowing beneath the j 
pressure of age, being near 70, or older: has a/nume, 3» 


rous family, most of them sons, now in the service of 3 
their country. : 


in 
the public estimation; as I firmly believe that | 
a large majority of all political persuasions are jm 
open to conviction, and feelingly alive to their R 


Li setae [ane aS od 
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* trunks of the inhabitants, were broken open, and 
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, country's wrongs; I cannot withhold from them 
sthe facts, whose simple recital will, according to 
„their different temperaments, inflame them with 
"rage, or fill them with horror. 

My name you are at liberty to give the public, 
or only to those who may inquire for it, as you 
think proper. I have reason to believe that those 
who knew me, whether Federal or Republican, 
will know and acknowledge that I am incapable 
of publishing a falsehood ; and I aver, that every 
statement inconsistent with the following, no mat- 

-ter on whose authority it is made, is untrue; in 
proof of which I solemnly undertake, before the 
world, to establish every fact contained in it, pro- 
vided any gentleman will,sign his name to a de- 
nial of either of them. 

I went to Hampton with the determination 
of inquiring minutely into the truth of reports, 
which I hoped, for the honor of a soldiers pro- 
fession, and of human nature, to have found ex- 
aggerated. In the investigation, I resolved to 
depend on the second hand relation of no one, 
‘where I could mount to the original source of evi- 
, dence; but since, in some cases, this was imprac- 
ticable, I feel it a duty carefully to distinguish 
the one class from the other. 

That the town and country adjacent was given 
.up to the indiscriminate plunder of a licentious 
soldiery, except, perhaps, the house where the 
- headquarters were fixed, is an undeniable truth. 
. Every article of valuable property was taken 
„from it. In many houses not even a knife, a fork, 
-or plate was left, British officers were seen by 
Dr. Colton in the act of plundering a Mr. Jones’s 
- store. His house, although he remained in town, 
was rifled, and his medicine thrown into the 
publie street, just opposite where many officers 
‘took up their quarters, who must have been eye- 
- Witnesses of the scene. ‘The church was pillaged, 
‘and the plate belonging to it taken away, al- 
‘though inscribed with the donor’s name. The 
windmills in the neighborhood were stripped of 
their sails. The closets, private drawers, and 


scarcely anything seemed to be too trifling an 
object to excite the cupidity of these robbers. 
. Beveral gentlemen informed me that much of 
`- their plunder was brought into the back yard of 
Mrs. West wood’s house, where Sir Sidney Beck- 
with and Admiral Cockburn resided. But I had 
no opportunity of seeing this lady, who, it was 
. Said, would testify to the fact. In short, Hampton 
‘exhibits a dreary and desolate appearance, which 
. Do American can, witness unmoved. Doctor 
-Wardlaw and Mr. Joha G. Smith, of this city, 
visited it in company with me; and their indig- 
nation was equal. They, and every one who 
saw and heard what I have stated, united in ex- 
, crating the monsters who perpetrated these enor- 
ities ; and political distinctions, if any existed, 
were lost in the nobler feelings of pity for the 
sufferers, and a generous ardor to avenge their 
wrongs. 
Here it may be necessary to notice a publica- 
tion I have this moment read in the Alexandria 
Gazette of the 12th, where, 


it is said. on the authority of a “ gentleman who 
was in Hampton the day after the evacuation by 
the enemy,” that it was believed there “that 
nearly all the plundering was committed by 
the negroes ;” and that he saw many “articles 
brought to the magistrates which had been se- 
creted in the negro houses.” That some plan- 
dering may have been committed by the negroes, 
who, as I was told, were embodied and paraded 
through the streets, is probable enough; that the 
expression of such an opinion may have been 
heard in Hampton is likewise probable; but I do 
utterly deny, that it is believed there, by any per- 
son worthy of credit, that “ nearly all the plun- 
dering was committed by them.” Let the gen- 
tileman, then, who gives this account, state from 
whom he derived his information. Let him give 
the names of the magistrates who received the 
plunder thus found, and his own; and let him 
declare what were the main articles he saw 
broughtin. I will not directly hazard the asser- 
tion but I am very much inclined to believe, 
there were no magistrates in the town at the time 
spoken of, unless Parson Holson, Dr. Colton, or 

aptain Wills, are magistrates; and with all 
these gentlemen I conversed, and heard not a 
whisper countenancing the statement in the Alex- 
andria paper. How it is known that the negroes 
“had the address,” first to impose on the British 
commanders, and then on the American troops, 
which “induced them to retreat to York,” and 
leave Hampton to be plundered by these artful 
rogues, that gentleman is left to say; but that 
the American troops did not retire to York, in 
consequence of such information, is undoubtedly 
true. Nor is it less true that Captain Cooper's 
troop arrived in time to prevent any plundering 
of the least consequence, after the evacuation ; 
and in time to prevent, what many gentlemen 
there believed to have been a plan concerted be- 
tween the black and white allies—the firing of 
the town. 

That “Admiral Warren expressed his regret 
that the inhabitants of Hampton had not all 
remained, as in that case no plundering would 
have happened, is probable enough; and is con- 
formable with the answer given to Captain Willis, 
who complained to Cockburn and Beckwith of 
the destruction of his private property. “Why 
did you quit your house?" said these honorable 
men. “I remained in my house,” answered 
Doctor Colton, “and have found no better treat- 
ment.” 

That Kirby, who, for seven weeks or more, 
had been confined to his bed, and whose death 
the savages only a little hastened, was shot in 
the arms of his wife, is not denied. Those who 
wish for further confirmation may go and take 
him from his grave, and weep, if they can feel 
for an American citizen, over his mangled body. 
They may go to his wounded wife, and hear her 
heart-rending tale, and then they may turn, to 
the account of the gentleman, and derive consola- 
tion from the excuse (which I never heard) “that 
it was doue in revenge for the refusal of the mil- 


among other things, | itia to give quarter to some Frenchmen, who 
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‘were on. board a barge that was sunk by our 
: troops, who continued to fire on the almost drown- 
ing men, when making for the shore.” This vile 
. slander on our troops will, I have no doubt, be 
met, in the proper manner, by the. gallant officer 
who commands them at Norfolk. But the worst 
- js to come. 
* [eonversed with a lady whose name is men- 
tioned in Captain Cooper’s letter, in company 
with Parson Holson, Doctor Colton, and Captain 
Willis. Her story was too shocking in its details 
-to meet the public eye. When I bad convinced 
her of. the-object I had in view in visiting her— 
that it was dictated by no impertinent curiosity, 
-but a desire to know the whole truth, to enable 
me, on the one hand, to do justice even to an 
enemy, or, on. the other, to electrify my country- 
men with the recital of her sufferings, she dis- 
covered everything which her convulsive strug- 
gles between shame and desire to expose her 
brutal assailants would permit. This woman 
was seized by five or six ruffians, some of them 
dressed in red and speaking correctly the English 
language, and stripped naked. Her cries and her 
prayers were disregarded, and her body became 
the subject of the most abominable indecencies. 
She at one time made her escape, and ran into 
a creek hard by, followed by a young daughter; 
whence she was dragged -by the monsters in hu- 
man shape, to experience new and aggravated 
suffering. In this situation she was kept the 
whole night, whilst her screams were heard at 
intervals by some of the Americans in town, who 
could only clasp their bands in hopeless agony. 

Virginian! American! Friend or enemy of 
the administration, or of the war! go, as I have 
done, to this woman's house and hear and see 
her. See too her young daughter on the bed of 
sickness, in consequence of the abuses of that 
night! and your-heart, if it be made of “ penetra- 
ble stuff? will throb with indignation, and a thirst 
for revenge, and your hand instinctively grasp 
the weapon for inflicting it. 

`A Mrs. Briggs related to us, that a woman 
who-had come to Hampton, to visit her husband, 
who was in the militia, was taken forcibly from 
-her side by four soldiers in green, and with her 
‘young child, which one of them snatched from 
her arms, borne to the hospital, in spite of her 
screams. They had previously robbed them of 
‘their rings, and attempted to tear open their 
bosoms. A Mrs. Hopkins; who was not in town 
when I was there, obtained the assistance of an 
officer, and rescued the woman from her ravish- 
ers, but not until one of them -had gratified his 
abominable desires. 1 was told by the gentleman 
who accompanied me, that Mrs. Hopkins con-: 
firmed this statement, and would swear toat least 
two other cases of a similar kind, without, how- 
ever, giving up the names of the young and re- 
spectable women who suffered. 

"Doctor Colton and Captain Mills, assisted by 
an officer, rescued another lady from the greatest 
of all calamities. 

Old Mr. Hope, aged, as he told Major Crutch- 
field, (in my presence) sixty-four or five years, 


was seized by these wretches and stripped of all 


his clothing, even of his shoes and his shirt; A 
bayonet was run a little way into his arm. behind, 
as if in cruel sport; while several were ‘held to 
his breast. In this situation he was kept fora 
considerable time,and would probably have been 
another victim of their rage, if their attention had 
not been diverted to a woman, who -had- sought 
refuge in his house. They followed her into the 
kitchen, whither she had run for safety. Mr. 
Hope made off amidst her agonizing screams, and 
when he returned to his house, he was told by 
his domestics that their horrid purposes were.ac- 
complished. This I had from him. 

How far this violation extended will never be 
known. Women will not publish what they con- 
sider their own shame, and the men in town were 
carefully watched and guarded. But enough is 
known to induce the belief of the existence of 
many other cases, and enough to fire every manly 
bosom with the irrepressible desire of revenge. 

Iam not disposed to tire the public patience, 


or I could tell of enormities little inferior to the. ; 


above. But the enemy are convicted of robbery, 
rape, and murder, and it is unnecessary to:add to 
the eatalogue of their erimes. 


Men of Virginia! will you permit all this? - 


Fathers, and brothers, and husbands, will you 
fold your arms in apathy, and only curse your 
despoilers? No, you will fly with generous em- 
ulation to the unfurled standard of your country. 
You will imitate the example of those generous 
spirits who are, even now; in crowds, tendering 


their services to the Commander-in-Chief; who | 


are pouring from their native mountains, and so- 
liciting to be led against the enemy wherever he 
dares to show his face. You will prove your- 
selves worthy of the immortal honor that the:en- 
emy has conferred upon you in selecting you-as 
the object of his vengeance. You will neglect, 
for a time, all civil pursuits and occupatións,and 
devote yourselves to the art, a knowledge of: which 
the enemy has made necessary. You will learn 
to command; and, with “Hampton” as your 
watch-word—to conquer. 
Ez 


Y onx, July 4, 1814. 


- Sır + Anxious to effect, as early as possible, the 
objects of the flag intrusted to us by you.on the 
1st instant, we proceeded, immediately-after re- 
ceiving your despatches for Admiral Warren and 
General Taylor, to Hampton. On our arrival at 
the latter place, some difficulty arose in procuring 
a vessel to convey us to the British fleet; and- 
after some delay, we were compelled to embark 
ia a small, open, four-oared boat, the only one, it 
seemed, which the fury of the enemy had lef: 
capable of floating. We proceeded to the fleet of 
the enemy with the utmost despatch which our 


little skiff, and the excessive heat of the day, -i 


would permit; and when distant from the 


* Believed, upon good authority, to be Colonel Ricli- a 


ard E. Parker, of Westmoreland county, Virginia- 
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miral’s ship about a half mile, were met and hailed 
by a. barge of the enemy, the officer of which was: 
informed we had despatches for Admiral Warren. 
We;were invited into the barge, which invitation 
was accepted, as well to relieve ourselves from 
the confinement on board our little vessel, to 
lighten as much as possible the burden of our 
oarsmen; and: proeeed with as much expedition 
as practicable to obtain theobjects of our mission: 
On our arrival at the Admiral’s ship (the San 
Domingo) we were directed to proceed to the 
* Sceptre,” a line of battle ship. on which we 
were informed Admiral Cockburn had recently 
hoisted his flag. Arriving alongside of this ship 
‚we were desired by the officer of the barge to as- 
cend the ship, Upon our reaching the deck, we 
found a large assemblage of officers—certainly 
a greater number ‘than could be necessarily at- 
tached to a single ship. : In the space of ten min- 
utes the two Admirals, Warren and Cockburn, 
approached; to the former, we delivered your 
despatches, who, upon perusal, evinced embar- 
rassment,'and after a short pause, said, that the 
principal object of the flag appeared to be to pro- 
cure supplies for your hospital. He was answered 
in the affirmative. Could not these supplies have 
been as easily and early procured from Richmond 
as from Norfolk? We thought not. The Ad- 
. miral then said he would reflect upon the subject, 
, and return us an answer soon, and retired with 
Admiral ‘Cockburn to the cabin of the ship. 

A’ period of about fifteen minutes then elapsed, 
when Admiral Cockburn advanced, and address- 
ing Major Griffin, informed him, that the Admi- 
ral would ‘see him in -the cabia. Upon Major 
Griffin’s reaching the cabin, the two Admirals 
only with him, Admiral Warren again repeated 
the opinion, that the hospital supplies could be as 
expeditiously procured from Richmond, as from 
` Norfolk, saying, it was contrary to their regula- 
tions to permit even a flag to go to Norfolk; 
that it was their intention to land Mr. King, who 
went with the flag, at Seawell’s point, and jointly 
. with Admiral Cockburn, expressed an unwilling- 
ness to permit the flag to proceed. They were 
answered, that if the flag was permitted to pro- 
ceed; the supplies could be procured sooner than 
if the flag was compelled to return, certainly in 
the course of the following day ; that if compelled 


(^ to resort to Richmond, three days, probably more, 


would pass before the stores could reach Hamp- 
ton; that our wounded and sick were suffering 
for medicines and necessaries; that all the med- 
icine, private as well as publie property, had been 
wautonly destroyed by the troops who lately cap- 
-tured Hampton; and that the supplies absolutely 
required for the use of the hospital could not be 
pracuted in Hampton. The Admiral said he had 

eard that the hospitals had received some sup- 
` plies. He was asked from whence, and assured 
it was not the case. Finding the Admiral still 
hesitating, Major Griffin said, “ that the reputed 
humanity of “Admiral Warren forbid Major 
4, Crutchfield to doubt that the application for the 
j| passage of a flag to Norfolk would be refused.” 
: After a short pause. Major Griffin was informed 


that the flag might proceed, upon condition of 
returning along-side the ship, in the same vessel, 
with the same persons, and with no increase of 
persons. - The restriction to the same vessel was 
eombatted, on the ground that, in the event of 
much wind, the boat was too small to navigate 
the roads, and thus the object of the flag would 
be defeated. But finding no relaxation in the 
condition probable, it was determined, upon con- 
sultation with Lieutenant Lively, to proceed, 
Upon the subject of prisoners, Admiral Warren 
acknowledged one only to be in the fleet, taken 
at Hampton. He declined all arrangement, and ~ 
avoided all discussion on this topic, saying he had 
opened a correspondence with General Taylor, 
but nothing was decided. Relative to the officers? 
baggage captured in Hampton, the Admiral said 
that such articles as had been found had been re- 
stored, and mentioned the papers of Captain 
Pryor, which had been placed in the care of Cap- 
tain Myers of Norfolk, and assured Major Griffin 
that he would direct Sir Sidney Beckwith to in- 
quire farther, and if they should be discovered it 
would be made known to us on our return. We 
were then informed we might proceed, which we 
immediately did, and reaching Norfolk after 3 
P. M. repaired to General Taylor's quarters, who 
directed the supplies written for by the surgeons. 
Returning on the second, we were, as customary. 
again met by.a barge of the enemy, and desired 
to call on board the Admiral’s ship ; we entered 
the ship with the officers of the barge, and were 
received by the Captain, who inquired if we had 
despatches from the Admiral. . Being informed 
we were the returning flag that had proceeded to 
Norfolk the day before, the Captain retired to the 
cabin, and shortly returned with information that 
we might proceed when we pleased ; this we did, - 
and deposited with Doctor Colton the medieal 
and hospital supplies sent from Norfolk. 7 

Upon our reaching Hampton a scene of deso- 
lation and destruction presented itself. The few 
inhabitants we found in town seemed not yet.to 
have recovered from their alarm; dismay and 
consternation sat onevery countenance. Reports 
had reached us of the violence and uncontrolled 
fury of the enemy after they obtained possession 
of the place; their conduct, in some cases, being 
represented such as would have disgraced the 
days of Vandalism. Our feelings were much ex- 
cited, and we deemed it our duty to pursue the 
inquiry as far as practicable, and are sorry to say, 
that, from all the information we could procure, 
from sources too respectable to permit us to doubt, 
we are compelled to believe that acts of violeace 
have been perpetrated, which have disgraced the 
age in which welive. The sex, hitherto guarded 
by the soldier’s honor, escaped not the rude as- 
saults of superior force; nor could disease disarm 
the foe of his ferocity. The apology that. these 
atrocities were committed by the French soldiers 
attached to the British forces now in our waters 
appeared to us no justification of those who em- 
ployed them, believing, as we do, that an officer 
Is, or should be, ever responsible for the conduct 
of the troops under his command. 
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We have the honor to be, your humble ser-| Another circumstance took place. on board, 
vants, THOMAS GRIFFIN. which entirely escaped my memory until this mo- 
ROBERT LIVELY. ment. Several of the officers had money taken 


To Major Caurcurieup, Comm’nt, York. from them which they had received from the. 


Chesapeake as prize money. Mr. Higinbotham, 
as nearly as I can recollect, had upwards of one 


Addenda. hundred and thirty dollars. 
Wasainoton City, July 30, 1813. W. BERRY. 
From William Berry, Midshipmen in the Frigate| ` i 
Chesapeake. i 
Sim: I consider myself bound tolay before you GEORGETOWN, July 30, 1813. 


what came under my knowledge while on board | Sig; Having perused a letter of yours to Mr. . 


the Chesapeake, as well as on board the Shannon. | Berry, requesting information respecting the treat- 


After the enemy had complete possession of | ment of the American officers and seamen of the . 


the ship, Midshipmen Randolph and Flushman | Jate Chesapeake, I consider myself bound, sir, to 
were ordered from the fore and main top. In lay before you what came under my knowledge. 
coming down the shrouds Lieutenant Faulkner | My havingbeen wounded,and remaining on board 
(the British officer) said to his men, kill those | the Chesapeake, might not give me that scope for’ 


damned rascals. "Then,andimmediately,several| observation which others possessed; but, I am - 


muskets were discharged at them, but without | sorry to say, many things transpired disgraceful 
effect; My station was in the mizzen top, where | to the character ofa brave enemy. Whilst un- 
Ihadan opportunity of seeing their actions. I | dressing myself in the steerage, after the Ameri- 
was. looking on deck when! saw one of the Chesa- | cans were driven below or had surrendered, and 
peake’s men crawling along, attempting to get | after resistance had ceased, I believe entirely, 
below, with one of his legs off. One of the en- | several muskets and pistols were at once pointed 
guy appead up to him with his cutlass, and im- | down the hatchway, and discharged in the direc- 
mediately put an end to his existence.  Lieuten- | tion of the cockpit; and as the steerage and cock- 
ant Faulkner looked up in the mizzen top ; point- | pit were filled with the wounded, in all probability 
ing at me, said he to his men, go up three of you | some were killed outright. It was Midshipman 
and throw that damned Yankee overboard. They | Hopewell, and not Livingston, who was so inhu- 
immediately rushed up seizing me by the collar; | manly treated, as described in the public prints. 
now, said they, you damned Yankee, you shall | [t has been the custom in our navy to take the 
swim for it, attempting to throw me overboard; | side-arms of officers, (prisoners) but to restore 


but I got within the rigging, when one of them | them on their leaving the ship. Ours were taken; . 


kicked me in the breast, which was the cause of 
my falling ; being stunned by the fall, I lay some 
time senseless, and when I came to, T was cut 
over the head with a cutlass, which nearly termi- 
nated my existence. Eleven of our midshipmen 
were confined in a small place, nine feet by six, 
with an old sail to lay on, and a guard at the door, 
until a day or two before our arrival at Halifax ; 
and, likewise, eleven of us upon five rations, and 
some days only one meal. Our clothes were 
taken on board of the Shannon; Lieutenant 
Wallis, the commanding officer on board, would 
not let us take our clothes below with us, but 


worn, and never restored, together with what 
nautieal instruments they could lay their hands 


on the subject, the answer was, such things were 
free plunder. A day or two after the action, I 
was conversing with. Lieutenant Budd and Mr. 
Nicholls, near the tafferel, respecting the engage- 
ment, when it was observed some of the Shan- 
non’s men were listening to our conversation, 
Immediately after, Lieutenant Faulkner, the 
commanding officer, ordered sentinels to be placed 
at the mizen mast; and, said he to them, if you 
: see any of the Chesapeake’s men abaft the mizen 
pledged his word and honor as an officer, We | mast, eut them down ; if you see them conver- 
should receive our clothes. But we discovered, | sing together, cut them down without hesitation. 
next morning, that their midshipmen had on our | It will be remembered the three officers who 
clothes and side arms. We were conversing t0- | caused this order were all severely wounded. 
gether respecting our clothes—one of their mid- | We received no caution and overheard it by ac- 
shipmen overheard our cenversation, and made a | cident, So great was the rage for plunder, that 
report to the Lieutenant commanding. He then | Captain Lawrence, before-his death, could not 
sent word to us that if we said anything moreabout | obtain a bottle of wine from his private sea stores, 
the clothes, he would put us in the fore-hold with | without a note from the doctor to the Lieutenant 
the men. We expected to receive our clothes | commanding. I pass over the ‘robbing of the 
when we arrived in port, but, I assure you, sir, | midshipmen on board the Shannon, as it did not 
' nothing was ever restored. Other rascally things | come under my immediate notice. If your re- 
occurred, which our officers will, when they re- | quest could have been made earlier, I should. 
turn, make known to the public, disgraceful to a | have felt gratified in making a fuller statement. 
civilized nation. Ifyour requestcouldhavebeen| f have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, 
made sooner, I should have felt gratified in mak- your obedient servant, i 
ing a fuller statement. Ihave, &c. WM. A. WEAVER. 


WILLIAM BERRY. . 
Hon. L. Conpict, Washington. Hon. Lewis Conpict, Washington. 
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ADDITIONAL FORTIFICATIONS, AND AN 
: INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 


iu 


[Communicated to the Senate, August 1, 1813.] 


COMMITTEE CHAMBER, 
Monday, May 30, 1813. 


Sır: I am directed by the committee of the 
. Senate to whom was referred so much of* the 
Message of the President as relates to the Mili- 
tary Establishment, to inquire of you what pro- 
vision has been made, by your Department, for the 
protection and defence of the seaboard of the Uni- 
ted States; whether the protection authorized by 
law is deemed sufficient ; if not, what further or 
other provision is considered necessary ; whether 
any, and if any, what, modification of the Mili- 
tary Establishment, or extension thereof, is deem- 
. ed expedient. Iam also directed to ask you to 
give the committee such information, in relation 
to any other specific objects in your Department, 
, as you may deem proper to be communicated, or } 


` which may require legislative provision. | f 


Accept assurances of my high respect. 
J. ANDERSON, Chairman. 
To the SEcRETARY or WAR. 


War DEPARTMENT, June 10, 1813. 


Sia: I have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letter of the 30th ultimo, written 
by direction of the Committee of the Senate “ to 
whom was referred so much of the Message of 
` the President as relates to the Military Establish- 
ment ;? and inquiring 

What provision bad been made by the War 
Department for the protection of the seaboard ? 

Whether the protection authorized by law be 
deemed sufficient? And, if not, what further or 
other provision be considered necessary ? ! 
Whether any, and, if any, what modification 


—————M——————— 


or extension of the Military Establishment be 
deemed expedient; and 

What other specific objeets within my Depart- 
ment may require legislative provision ? 

'To these questions I beg leave to reply: 

1st. That, so far as the defence of the seaboard 
. depends on troops, the statement I had the honor 
to make to you yesterday will be found to con- 
tain an appropriate answer to the first question. 
'" It but remains, therefore, to present a table of the 
posts, the number and caliber of the cannon, and 
of the quantity of ammunition at each of these. 
* "This will be found in the documents enclosed, 
i numbered 1, 2, 3.* 

. 9d. That, in my opinion, the present protec- 
tion of the seaboard is not sufficient, and that the 
measures to be taken for its better defence are of 
two kinds—additional fortifications, and an in- 
creased number of regular troops. 

Under the former of these heads, it is proposed 
lo erect a work, of earth, or of more durable ma- 
terials, if found advisable, on a small island of the 
Delaware, called the Pea Patch. The plan and 


——À 


* Not on file. 


extent of the work will be adapted to the relation 
which the island bears to the shores and channel 
of the Delaware; and, from the survey made, it 
is believed that the work will completely cover 
both. The situation of the island is eight miles 
below New Castle. 

A work of the same description at Hawkins’s 
Point, near Baltimore. ` 

A work on Maryland Point, or on that called 
Cedar Shoal Point, on the Potomac. It cannot 
be doubted but that the seat of the National Gov- 
ernment should be placed, not merely beyond in- 
jury, but beyond disturbance, from an enemy. 

A work on Craney island, for the better pro- 
tection of Norfolk, has been commenced, and is 
mentioned here but from a belief that the impor- 
tance of the position will be found to justify an 
extension of the present plan. 

At Charleston, or its dependencies, some cov- 
ering works have been projected, but a want of 
funds has hitherto prevented their execution. 
Savannah is believed to bea position which, ' 
rom various causes, is more exposed than any 
other, and upon the defence of which, few expen- 
ditures of public money have been made. It is, 
therefore, proposed to protect it by a chain of 
redans on three of its sides, and, on the fourth, 
which is understood to be the most vulnerable, 
by a few redoubts, connected by a ditch and par- 
apet, &c. 

No additional work at New Orleans is thought 
necessary. One, of regular form and of consid- 
erable extent, has been recently erected on the 
eastern bank of the Mississippi, at the Detour 
Anglais, and a second has been projected for 
commanding the entrance from the sea into Lake 
Pontchartrain. When these are finished, the de- 
fence of New Orleans from exterior attacks, and 
by means of fixed batteries, may be considered as 
complete. 

Under the second general provision, (an in- 
creased number of regular troops,) I offer the fol- 
lowing arrangement of permanent garrisons, viz: 


To districts No. 1 and 2 - - 2,000 men. 
To do. do.3and4 - - 3,000 
To do. do.5 - - - 3,000 
To do do.6 - - - 2,000 
To do. do.7 - - - 3,000 


3d. In fulfilling the arrangement stated in the 
preceding article, it will be necessary to organize 
the whole number of the twenty regiments au- 
thorized to be raised during the last session of 
Congress. Of these regiments fifteen have been 
already set on foot, including ten companies of 
rangers, intended for the defence of the Territories 
of Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri. It is respect- 
fully proposed that the remaining five be also 
raised expressly for the defence of other and par- 
ticular points, and that their service be made 
commensurate with the war. Corps of this de- 
scription may be promptly obtained, and made to 
take a very efficient character. "This is the only 
modification of the present Military Establish- 
ment which is believed to be necessary, An ex- 
tension of it, called for as well by justice as by 
policy, is the establishment of an invalid corps. 
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Instances of partial decrepitude have been much | in those of. position. . A corps of great efficiency, 
multiplied by the events of the last and present | might be formed out of these men, and on terms 
campaigns, and can best. be relieved by an estab- | much more economical than those necessary to 
- lishment which but demands from the sufferer a | obtain soldiers of the line. 

seryice proportioned to his physical ability, and | Their term of service need not exceed eight 
which, while it gives occupation, guaranties months in each year, viz: from the month of 


against want. March to that of December. They may be had 
Áth. Some minor and insulated subjects re- | at the rate of twelve dollars per month, (if sub- 
quire legislative notice and provision. sisted,) and without expense on account of cloth-.. 


i. The law creating the Ordnance department | ing. : 
provides for four deputy commissaries. Itispro-| 1,000 sea fencibles, at $12 per month, each, is 


osed to authorize the President to add five other; per month  - - - $12,000. 

eputies. This will enable the head of that de- f ] ——— 
partment to assign to each military district one} 8 months, at $12,000 per month, is - 96,000 .. 
deputy, who shall establish and superintend a| Subsistence for term aforesaid, is - 36,000. 
laboratory within the same, and thus do away Pay and subsistence of officers, viz : i 
the expense and risk of transmitting fixed ammu- | 10 captains, 10 first lieutenants, 10 sec- 
nition from one district to another. ond lieutenants, and 10 third lieuten- 

2, Aids-de-camp are now taken from the line | ants, is - -~ - - ~- = = 12,052 
of the army in all cases, as are assistant adjutants —— 
and inspectors general, and, in many cases, their Total LL LL C $145,552. 


Principals; ‘and, also, the paymasters of districts. 

hese multiplied draughts upon the line are 

- found to have a bad effect, and the moreso, as 
officers of the greatest intelligence are generally 
elected to fill these appointments. It is, there- | 
fore proposed that general officers be permitted 
to select their aids from the mass of citizens, and 
that the rank, pay, and emoluments, of a captain 
of cavalry be given to each aid-de-camp, so long 
as he be continued as such. 


3. No provision is made by law for paying 
money to officers of light dragoons and light ar- 
tillery, in lieu of forage, when not drawn in kind. 
4. The provisions of the act of the 6th of July, 
1812, in relation to the price to be allowed in 
lieu of forage not drawn in kind, by officers of 
certain grades, appear to be contradictory. 

5. The United States possess, in fee simple, 
sundry lots of ground in Pittsburg. It is under- 
stood that, if these were divided into smaller lots, 
and_sold at public sale, they would bring not less 
than forty thousand dollars—a sum which would 
be competent to establish a laboratory near that 
place, on a scale proportioned to all the demands 
of the West, Southwest, and Northwest. A law 
will be necessary to make such sale. 

- I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, 
your most obedient, humble servant, 
j JOHN ARMSTRONG. 

Hon. J. Anerson, Chairman, $c. 


I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, 
your most obedient, humble servant, i 
JOHN: ARMSTRONG. 


Hon. J. Anperson, Chairman, $c. 


Wan Department, July.12, 1813, 

Sir: In reply to the inquiry of the honorable 
the Senate, viz: “ What preparations. have been... 
made, and are now in readiness, for the defence... 
of the navy yard and other public property in the 
City of Washington, in case it should be assailed . 
by the enemy?” I have the honor to report that,. 
on the water line, the means of defence are pf 
two kinds, naval and military; that there are of, 
the former, one frigate, two schooners, and three 
gunboats, so stationed as to co-operate with Fort. 
Washington; that this fort and its covering 
work have been recently put into a state, of thor- 
ough repair, are well equipped with heavy can- 
non, furnaces, &c., and are now occupied by a 
competent garrison of United States’ artillerists ; 
that, to any attempts on the land side, we. can 
oppose the 10th, 36th, 38th, and a detachment 
from the 5th, regiments of infantry, and one bat- 
talion of militia; the whole amounting to one 
thousand six hundred effeetives, Thatthenavy . 
yard and marine establishment can furnish an. 
additional defence of nearly one battalion; that. 
two companies of light artillery have been organ- 
ized, under an officer of much experience, and 
are supplied with cannon, caissons, &c,; that - 
several uniformed corps are in weekly drill, and. , 
ready for service the moment that a call upon 
them shall become necessary; that, within. the .. 
District alone, we may count on an additional. 
force of nearly twelve hundred effective militia, 
and that a competent supply, of arms, and o 
fixed and loose ammunition, has been, placed 
within their reach. 

J have the honor to be, with great respect, sit, 
your most obedient humble servant, uj 

JOHN ARMSTRONG. | 


CHAIRMAN MILITARY COMMITTEE, fc. + 


War DEPARTMENT, June 18, 1813. 

Sin: The following report, additional to that 
made on the 10th instant, on the subject of an 
increased seaboard defence, is respectfully sub- 
mitted to the committee to whom was referred 
so much of the President’s Message as relates to 
the Military Establishment. 

Our Atlantic towns and cities furnish, respect- 
ively, a large number of seafaring men, who, 
from their hardihood and habits of lifc, might be 
very usefully employed in the defence of the sea- 
board, particularly in the management of great 
guns, whether in fixed or in floating batteries, or 
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oe Wan DEPARTMENT, July. 26, 1813. 
Sig: I beg leave to submit to the consideration 
of the Military Commiitee of the Senate,.a copy 
of a letter from Commodore Chauncey to the 
Secretary of the Navy, having. relation to the 
© subject submitted in my letter of the 19th inst. 
` Mr..Stacey has been discharged, on the ground 

that a citizen cannot be considered as a spy. 
I have, &c. J. ARMSTRONG. 


Hon. Mr, AnpERson, Chairman, 4c. 


U. S. Sar Manpison, 
Sackett's Harbor, July 4, 1813. 
- Sin: On the Ist instant I caused Mr. Samuel 

Stacey to be apprehended asa spy. Mr. Stacey 

lives upon the St. Lawrence, a few miles below 

Ogdensburg, and I have the most positive infor- 

mation that he has been in the habit of convey- 

ing. information to the enemy for many months. 

He: visited this place a few days before the Brit- 

ish miade' the attack on the 29th of May, and I 

have no doubt but that he is the person that gave 

the information that most of the troops had been 
sent to Niagara. I had information from the per- 
son that I employ, on the other side, that this 

‘man would visit the harbor about the last of 

June. He was accordingly watched. When he 

left-Ogdensburg, he said he was going to Utica 
^ upon important business. He told others that he 

* , was going into the Western country to collect 

^ money, instead of which he came to the harbor, 
without any ostensible business, and made a great 
many: inquiries respecting the fleet:. when they 

. would'sail? and the force of the new ship? &c. 
I, therefore, thought it my duty to detain this 

. màn for'trial. I can prove his frequent inter- 

' course with the enemy. At any rate I shall de- 

. prive the enemy of the information which he 
could have conveyed to him, which is all impor- 
tant at this time. : 

It would be very desirable to hang this traitor 
to his country, as he is considered respectable in 
thé-country in which he lives, and I think that 
At is full time to make an example of some of our 
countrymen, who are so base and degenerate as 
to betray their country by becoming the spies 
and informers of our enemy. I hope the steps 
which I have taken with respect to Mr. Stacey 
will meet with your approbation. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 

Hon. W. Jones, Secretary of the. Navy. 


; CAUSES OF THE FAILURE -OF THE ARMY 
“ON. THE, NORTHERN FRONTIER. . 


[Communicated to the House, February 2, 1814.] 
To the. House of Representatives ... 

: . of ihe United States : 

I transmit to the House of Representatives a 
report of the Secretary of War, complying with 
their resolution of the 31st of December last. 

: JAMES MADISON. 

January 31st, 1814. 


War DEPARTMENT, Jan, 25, 1814. 
Sin: In compliance with the resolution of the, 
House of Representatives of the 31st of December 
last, requesting such information (not improper 
to be communicated). as may tend to explain the 
causes of the failure of the arms of the United 
States on the Northern frontier, I have the honor | 
to submit the. following documents, and to offer > 
to you, sir, the assurance of the very high respect 
with which I am, 
Your most obedient and very humble servant, 
f JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
. The PRESIDENT. 


Correspondence between the Secretary.of War and 
Major General Dearborn, $c. 


Note presented to the. Cabinet, on the 8th February, 
: 1813, by the Secretary of War. 


, The enemy’s force at Montreal and its depen- 


| dencies has been stated at 16,000 effectives. It 


more probably does not exceed 10 or 12,000, The 

militia. part of it may amount to one sixth of the 

whole. Is it probable that we shall be able to 

open the campaign on Lake Champlain, with a 

force competent to meet and dislodge this army 

before the 15th of May? I put the question on 
this date, because it is not to be doubted but that 
the enemy will then be reinforced, and, of course, 

that new relations, in point of strength, will he 

established between us. Our present regular force, 

on both sides of Lake Champlain, does not ex- 

ceed 2,400 men. The addition made to it must, 
necessarily, consist of recruits, who, for a time, 

will not.be better than militia; and when we 

cousider that the recruiting service is but begin- 

ning, and that we now approach the .middle of 
February, the conclusion is, I think, safe, that we 

cannot. move in this direction, and thus -early, 

(say 1st of May.) with effect. 

It then remains to choose between a course of 
entire inaction, because incompetent to the main 
attack, or one having a secondary, but still an 
important object; such would be the reduction 
of that part of Upper Canada lying between the 
town of Prescott, on the St. Lawrence and Lake 
Erie, including the towns of Kingston and York, 
and the Forts George and Erie. 

On this line of frontier the enemy have, 


At Prescott - - - - - - 300 
At Kingston? - - - E - 600 
At George and Erie, &c. - - - -1200 


Making a total.(of regular troops) of. — 2,100 


Kingston and Prescott, and the destruction of 
the British ships at the former, would present the 
first object; York, and the frigates said to be. 
building there, the second; George and Erie, the. 
third.: : 

The force to be employed on this service should 
not be less than 6,000 effective regular troops, be- 
eause,in this first enterprise of a second cam- 
paign, nothing must, if possible, be left to chance. 

The time for. giving execution to this plan is 
clearly indicated by the following facts: 


s 
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1st. The river St. Lawrence is not open to the | etts Harbor isin danger, and that the principal 
purposes of navigation before the 15th of May; | effort will be made on the Niagara, in co-opera- 


and : tion with General Harrison. As the route to - 
2d. Lake Ontario is free from all obstruction, | Sackett’s Harbor, and to Niagara, is, for a con- 
arising from ice, by the 1st day of April. siderable distance, the same, it may be well to in- 


Under these circumstances we shall have six | timate, even in orders, that the latter is the desti- 
` weeks for the expedition before it be possible for | nation of the two brigades now at Lake Cham- ` 
Sir George Prevost to give it any disturbance. | plain.” ; 
Should this outline be approved, the details for 
the service can be made and expedited in forty- 
eight hours. 


ALBANY, February 18, 1813. 
Sir: Your despatches of the 10th were recei- 
ved lastevening. Nothing shall be omitted, on 
Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to Major : part, in endeavoring to carry into effect the 


General Dearborn, dated expedition proposed. 4 
War Department, Feb. 10, 1813. I fear the very Jarge magazines of provisions 
up have the Presidente orders t iate | 92 Lake Champlain will be unsafe, unless a con- 
a resident's orders to communicate | siderable partis removed at some distance from the 
to you, as expeditiously as possible, the outline store, or considerable force is assembled at Bur- . 
of a campaign, which you will immediately in- | ington, and vicinity, by the time the two brig- 
stitute and pursue against Upper Canada. ades shall move. Another motive for having a 
Epis A500 troops will be assembled at Sack- | jarge force on that lake will be, that of pre- 
"d Un al venting the enemy from sending almost his whole 
diste ) will be brought together at Buffalo, | force from Lower Canada to Kingston, as soon 
anc an The fy E th il b as our intentions shall be so far known as to 
. the former oi these corps will be em- | afford satisfactory evidence of our intentions in 
barked and transported, under convoy of the fleet, | relation to the conquest of Upper Canada; and 
to Kingston, where they will be landed. Kings- | unless an imposing force shall menace Lower Can- 
ston, its garrison, and the British ships wintering | ada, the enemy’s whole force may be concentra- 
in the harbor ar he place. VE pe its first "em ted in Upper Canada, and require as large a force — 
Jets ts P Cd di ject will be York, (the capital | to operate against them as would be necessary to 
of Upper Canada,) the stores collected, and the | operate towards Montreal. It may be advisable. 
two frigates building there. Its third object, Forts | to draw out a body of New Hampshire militia to 
George and Erie, and their dependencies. In the | Serve. for a short time, in Vermont. You will 
attainment of this last there will be a co-opera- | judge of the expediency of such a measure; but E. 
we eanl nits corps. The composition of | qo not believe that there will be a sufficient body - 
These Wh be us i0 owe: of new raised troops in season for taking the place 


1st. Bloomfield's brigade - - 1436 | of the two brigades. : 
2d. Chandler's do. -  -  - 1044 I this day received a letter from Colonel Porter, 
3d. Philadelphia detachment - 400  |in which he informs me that General Winchester 
4th. Baltimore do. - 300 | had arrived at Niagara, with such of his troops as 
5th. Carlisle do. - 200 i 


had escaped the tomahawk, and that they were 
crossing over on parole. He states that,at the close 
of the action, all those who, by wounds or other 
causes, were unable to march, were indiscrimi- 
nately put to death. Such outrageous conduct 
will require serious attention, especially when 
the command of Col. Porter, British troops are concerned in the action. 

and the recruits belonging I am, sir, your obedient servant, 


thereto OM i aes Se 00 H. DEARBORN. 


400 
250 


6th. Greenbush do. - 
7th. Sackett’s Harbor do. - 


4,030 
8th. Several corps at Buffalo, under 


Total - - 7.030 Hon. J. Armstrona, Sec'ry of War. 


War DEPARTMENT, Feb. 24, 1813. 


Sin: Before I left New York, and till very re- 
cently since my arrival here, I was informed, 
through varions channels, thata Winter or Spring 
attack upon Kingston was not practicable, on ac- 
count of the snow which generally lays to the 
‘depth of two, and sometimes three feet, over 
all that Northern region during those seasons. 
Henee it is, that in the plan recently communi- 
cated, it was thought safest and best to make the 
attack by a combination of naval and military. 
means, and to approach our object, not by di- 
rectly crossing the St. Lawrence on the ice, but 
by setting out from Sackett’s Harbor, in concert 


“The time for executing the enterprise will be 
governed by the opening of Lake Ontario, which 
usually takes place about the first of April. 

The Adjutant General has orders to put the 
more Southern detachments in march as expe- 
ditiously as possible. The two brigades on Lake 
Champlain you will move so as to give them full 
time to reach their place of destination by the 25th 
of March. The route by Elizabeth will, I think, 
be the shortest and best. They will be replaced 
by some new raised regiments from the East. 

“You will put into your movements as much 
privacy as may be compatible with their execu- 
tion. They may be masked by reports that Sack- 
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. with, and under convoy of, the fleet. Later in- 
‘formation differs from that on which this plan 
was founded; and the fortunate issue of Major 
Forsyth’s last expedition shows that small enter- 
^, prises, at least, may be successfully executed at 
the present season. "The advice given in your 
letter of the —— instant, has a bearing also on 
the same point and to the same effect. If the 
enemy. be really weak at Kingston, and approach- 
able by land and ice, Pike (who will be a brigadier 
in a day or two) may be put into motion from 
Lake Champlain, by the Chateauge route, (in 
^ sleighs) and, with the two bridges, cross the St. 
. "Lawrence where it may be thought best, destroy 
the armed ships, and seize and hold Kingston, 
` untilyou can join him with the other corps des- 
tined for the future objects of the expedition ; and, 
. if pressed by Prevost, before such junction can 
be effected, he may withdraw himself to Sack- 
‘ets Harbor, or other place of security on our 
side of theline. This would be much the shorter 
road to the object, and perhaps the safer one, as 
the St Lawrence is now evéry where well bridged, 
and offers no obstruetion to either attack or re- 
treat. Such a movement will, no doubt, be soon 
known to Prevost, and cannot but disquiet him. 
The dilemma it presents will be serious. Either 
„he must give up his western posts, or, to save 
them, he must carry himself in force, and promptly, 
to Upper Canada. In the latter case, he will be 
embarrassed for subsistence. His convoys of pro- 
vision will be open-to our attacks, on a line of 
“nearly one hundred miles, and his position at 
Montreal much weakened. Another decided ad- 
vantage will be, to let us into the secret of his 
real strength. If he be able to make heavy de- 
tachments to cover, or to recover Kingston, and 
to protect his supplies, and after all, maintain 
himself at Montreal and on Lake Champlain, he 
is stronger than I imagined, or than any well au- 
thenticated reports make him to be. 

With regard to our magazines, my belief is, 
that we have nothing to fear; because, as stated 
above, Prevost’s attention must be given to the 
Western posts, and to our movements against 
them. He will not dare to advance Southwardly 
while a heavy corps is operating on his flank, and 
menacing his line of communication. But, on 
the other supposition, they (the magazines) may 
be easily secured ; first, by taking them to Wills- 
borough; or, second, to Burlington ; or, third, by 
a militia call, to protect them where they are. 
Orders are given for the march of the Hastern 


companies of axe-men, sent to open the route to 
the Chaudiere. 

The Southern detachments will be much 
stronger than I had supposed; that from Phila- 
delphia will mount up nearly to 1,000 effectives. 

With great respect, dear General, I am, &c., 

JOHN ARMSTRONG. 

Gen. DEARBORN. 


` 


, Heapaquartens, ALBANY, Feb. 25, 14. 
Bin: I this day received, by express, from Col. 
Macomb, the enclosed account from Major For- 
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volunteers, excepting Ulmer's regiment and two | 


syth. His known zeal for a small partisan war- 
fare has induced me to give him repeated caution 
against such measures, on his part, as would prob- 
ably produce such retaliating strokes as he would 
be unable to resist; but I fear my advice has not 
been as fully attended to as could have been 
wished. He is an excellent officer, and, under 
suitable circumstances, would be of important 
service. : 

Ihave requested the Governor to order Gene- 
ral Brown out with threeor four hundred of such 
militia as he can soonest assemble to join For- 
syth ; and I have ordered Colonel Pike, with four 
hundred of his command, to proceed, in sleighs, 
by what is considered the shortest and best route, 
to the neighborhood of Ogdensburg, or to Sack- 
etts Harbor. On hisarrival at Pottsdam, or Can-: 
ton, or Russel, he will be able to communicate 
with Brown or Forsyth, or both, and aet with 
them as circumstances may require. 

The affair at Ogdensburg will be a fair excuse 
for moving troops in that direction ; and, by this 
movement, it will be ascertained "whether the 
same route will be the best in future; the distance 
by that route from Plattsburg to Sackett’s Har- 
bor is but little more than one-half of what it 
would be by the route proposed, and I am assured 
by a gentleman whom I can confide in, that there 
will be no difficulty by that route. 

Chauncey has not returned from New York. 
Iam satisfied that, if he had arrived as soon as I 
had expected him, we might have made a stroke 
at Kingston on the ice ; but his presence was ne- 
cessary for having the aid of the seamen and 
marines. 

From‘a letter received this day from Colonel 
Porter, at Niagara, it appears that the enemy 
were preparing to strike at Black Rock. Ican 
give him no assistance. 

Iam, sir, with respect and esteem, your obedi- 
ent humble servant, H. DEARBORN 

Hon J. Anmstrona, Sec’ry of War. 


Fesruary 22, 1813. 

Sin: I have only time to inform that the en- 
emy, with a very superior force, succeeded intak- 
ing Ogdensburg this morning about nine o'clock. 
They had about two men to our one, exclusive 
of Indians. Numbers of the enemy are dead on 
thefield. Notmore than twenty of our men killed 
and wounded; Lieutenant Beard is among the . 
latter. 

I have made a saving retreat of about eight or 
nine miles. I could not get all the wounded-off. 

We have killed two of the enemy to one of 
ours killed by them. We want ammunition and 
some provisions sent on to us, also sleighs for the 
wounded. 

If you can send me three hundred men all shall 
be retaken, and Prescott too, or I will lose my 
lifein the attempt. I shall write you more par- 
tieularly to-day. Yours, with due respect, 

: BENJAMIN FORSYTH, 
Capt. Rifle Reg., Commanding. 

Col. Macoms, Sackett’s Harbor. 
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Extract of a letter from General Dearborn to the Sec- 
E E retary of War, dated . 


ALsnANY, February 26, 1813. 


“ Having received information that Sir George 
Prevost was moving towards Upper Canada, with 
considerable force, but not such as can be fully 
relied on, I have, however, ordered four hundred 
more of Pike’s command to follow the first de- 
tachment without delay.” 


HEADQUARTERS, SackeT?’s HARBOR, - 
March 3, 1813. 
Sin: Having been informed that Sir George 
Prevost had adjourned the Legislature at Quebec, 
assigning as the motive that. His Majesty's ser- 


vice required his presence in Upper Canada, and- 


having received certain information of his pass- 
ing Montreal and having arrived at Kingston, I 
set out immediately for this place, having ordered 
the force at Greenbush, and part of Colonel Pike’s 
command, in sleighs, for this place. I arrived 
here in fifty-two hours. I am now satisfied, from 
such information as is entitled to full credit, that 
a force has been collected from Quebec, Montre- 
al, and Upper Canada, of from six to eight thou- 
sand men, at Kingston, and that we may expect 
an attack within forty-eight hours, and perhaps 
sooner.. 

The militia have been called in, and every ef- 
‘fort will, I trust, be made to defend the post; but 
I fear neither the troops from Greenbush nor 
Plattsburg will arrive in season to afford their 
aid. I have sent expresses to have them hur- 
ried on. 

Commodore Cbauncey has not arrived; he 
will be here to-morrow. The armed vessels have 
not been placed in the positions intended by the 
Commodore. 

Our,total force may be estimated at nearly three: 
thousand of all descriptions. 

Sir George Prevost is represented to be deter- 
mined to effect his object at all events, and will 
undoubtedly make every effort in his power for 
the purpose. 

We shall,.I trust, give him a warm reception ; 
but, if his force is such as is expected, and should 
make an attack before our troops arrive from 
Greenbush and Plattsburg at Sackett’s Harbor, 
the result may at least be doubtful. 

I have the honor, sir, to be, &c. 

l : H. DEARBORN. 

Hon. Jons ARMSTRONG, 

Secretary of War. 


è 


Sacxerr’s Hanson, March 9, 1813. 


Sin: I have not yet had the honor of a visit 
from Sir George Prevost. His whole force is 
concentrated at Kingston, probably amounting to 
six or seven thousand ; about three thousand of 
them regular troops. The ice is good, and we 
expect him every day ; and every measure for 
preventing a surprise is in constantaetivity. The 
troops from Greenbush (upwards of 400) have 
arrived. I have heard nothing. from Pike; he 


should have been. here yesterday. I have-sent:. 
three expresses to meet him; neither has returned 
I have suspicions of the express employed dy. th 
Quartermaster General. to convey the orders, to. 
Pike; the earliest measures were taken for con- . 
veying a duplicate of his orders. I hope to hear. 
from him to-day. His arrival, with eight :hun-. 
dred good troops, would be very important at this. 
time. The enemy are apprized.of his maye- 
ment. 

I begin to entertain some doubts whether. Sir 
George will venture to attack us, but shall; not 
relax in being prepared to give him a decent re-.. 
ception. 

I should.:feel easier if Pike should arrive in. 
season. I am in want of officers of experience. . 
My whole force, exclusive of seamen and marines, .. 
who will be confined to the vessels, and haveno : 
share in the action, until my force shall be worst-. 
ed, amounts to nearly 3,000, exclusive of 450 mi- 
litia at Brownville, and on the road leading from... 
Kingston, by land. Within. two or three days. 
I may. have 300 more militia from. Rome and .: 
Utica. 

The ice will not probably be passsable-more-. 
than from six to ten days longer; it is not usu-. 
ally passable after the 15th of March. This.un-.. 
expected movement of the enemy will effectually .. 
oppose the movements contemplated on our part, 
and I shall not think it advisable to order General - 
Chandler to move at. present. As soon as the fall. 
of this place shall be decided, we shall be able.to : 
determine on other measures. If we hold this- 
place, we. will command the lake, and be able-to : 
act in concert with the troops at Niagara, while. 
Chandler's brigade, with such other troops as may : 
assemble in Vermont, may induce a return of a : 
considerable part of those troops that. have left . 
Lower Canada. 

When I ordered Pike to move, I directed Gen- 
eral Chandler to have the provision at F lattaburg ; 
moved to Burlington. There was but a small 
proportion of our magazines at Plattsburg ; they ~ 
are principally at Burlington and White Hall... 

Yours, with respect and esteem, . 

H. DEARBORN. 

Hon. Joun ARMSTRONG. 


Extract of a letter from Major General Dearborn to 
the Secretary of War, dated 


Marcu 14, 1813.. 


* From the most recent and probable informa-: 
tion I have obtained, I am induced to believe that: 
Sir George Prevost has concluded that it is too 
late to attack this place. He undoubtedly medi- 
tated a coup-de-main against the shipping here. 
All the apprehension is now.at Kingston. Sir 
George has visited York and Niagara, and re- - 
turned to Montreal. Several bodies of troops 
have lately passed up from Montreal ; but such 
precautions have been taken to prevent their. num- 
ber being ascertained, as to render it impossible to 
form any accurate opinion of their forces, or even 
to imagine very nearly what they amount to. 
From various sources, I am perfectly satisfied :.: 
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'as"it'regards the contiguous posts of. Kingston 


‘and Sackett’s Harbor, cannot be estimated at less | 


‘than three or four thousand men, arising from 


the circumstance of militia acting merely on the 
I have ordered General Chandler 


defensive. 
-with the 9th, 21st, and 25th regiments, to march 
»forthis place; Clark's regiment, and a company 
"of.artillery, to be left at Burlington for the pres- 


. »entzwhere the regiment will:be filled in a few 


"weeks. I-have ordered the recruits for the three 


‘regiments: that will march for this place to. be 
= sentto Greenbush, and Colonel Larned is ordered 


there: to receive them with Backus’s dismount- 
ed dragoons, and other detachments from Pitts- 
field? 


' Extract of a letter from Major General Dearborn to 
the Secretary of War, dated, 

._. ; BackETT's HARBOR, March 16, 1813. 
: “f It was yesterday unanimously determined, in 
".@ eouncil of the principal officers, including Com- 
amodore Chauncey, that we ought not, under ex- 
sisting circumstances, to make an attempt on 
"Kingston, before the naval force can act. The 
harbors in-thisJake will not probably be open so 
.as to:admit of.the vessels being moved until about 
" the 15th of April.” 


7 s Ertráctof a letter from. Major General Dearborn to the 

Secretary of War, without date, proposing to pass 

: by Kingston, and attack York, &c. 

* To take or destroy the armed vessels at York 
will give us the complete-command of the Lake. 
Commodore Chauncey- ean take with him ten or 
twelve hundred troops, to be commanded by 
Pike; take York, from thence proceed to Niaga- 
ra, and attack Fort George by land and water, 
while the troops at Buffalo cross over and carry 
Forts Erie and Chippewa, and join those at 

Fort George,and then collect our whole force for 
‘ah attack on Kingston. After the most mature 
‘deliberation, the: above was.considered ‘by Com- 
-modore Chauncey and myself as the most eertain 
of ultimate: success.” 


. /Exttect of a letter from the Secretary of War to Ma- 
jor General Dearborn, dated 
“War Department, March 29, 1813. 

t Your despatches of the 11th and 14th instant 
from: Sackett's Harbor; and one of the 22d, from 
Albany; have:been received. The correspond- 
-ence between you and Major Murray, in relation 
*o:an: exchange of prisoners, has been referred to 
the Department of State. ^ The alteration in the 
plan of campaign, so as to make Kingston the 


last object, instead of making it the first, would 


: that they^are not in sufficierit force to venture an 
attack ön -this place, knowing, as’ they do, that 
*x*ehave collected.a fine body of troopsfrom Green- 
“bush and Plattsburg, and that the militia have 
been called in. .We are prohably just strong 
enough on-each side to defend; but not in suffi- 
cient force to hazard an offensive movement. 
Fhe difference of attacking and being attacked, 


J| of his enemies. 


appear to be necessary. or at least proper ; but the 
force assigned to the attack of the upper posts, is 
believed to be too small. 

* Accident may prevent a co-operation of the 
corps at Buffalo. That sent from Sackett’s Har- 
bor should. have in itself the power of reducing 
Forts George and Erie, and holding in check the 
militia who may be sent to support them. "Fhe 
ships can give little aid in the business, except 
merely in covering the landing. Doublethe num- 
ber you propose sending would not be too many. 
Various considerations recommend the employ- 
ment of a large and decisive force, and none, that 
I ean think of, dissuade from it. If our first step 
in the campaign, and in the quarter from which 
most is expected, should fail, the disgrace of our 
arms. will be complete. The publie will lose-all 
confidence in us, and we shall even cease to-have 
any in ourselves. The party who first opens a 
campaign has many advantages over his antago- 
nist ; all of which, however, are the result of his 
being able to carry his whole force against a part 
Washington carried his whole 
force against the. Hessians, in New Jersey, and 
beating them, recovered that moral strength; that 
self-confidence, which he had lost by many pre- 
ceding disasters. We are now in that state of 
prostration that he was in, after he crossed the 
Delaware; but, like him, we may soon get on 
our legs.again, if we are able to give some hard 
blows at the opening of the campaign. In this 
we cannot fail, provided: the force we employ 
against his Western posts be sufficiently heavy. 

hey must stand or fall by their own strength. 
They are perfectly isolated, and out of the reach 
of reinforcements ; send, therefore, a force that 
shall overwhelm them—that shall leave nothing 
to chance. If I had not another motive, E would 
carry my whole strength, merely that their first 
service should be a successful one. The good 
effects of this will be felt throughout the cam- 
paigu. 

“JI have hastened to give you these thoughts, 
under a full conviction of their usefulness; and 
shall only add, that there is no drawback upon 
this policy. When the fleet and army are gone, 
we have nothing at Sackett’s Harbor to guard, 
nor will the place presentan object to the enemy. 

* How then would it read that we had lost our 
objeet on the Niagara, while we had another 
brigade at-Sackett’s Harbor doing nothing ?” 


Extract of a letter from Major General Dearborn, to 
the Secretary of War, dated 
ALBANY, April 5, 1813. 

5 T- have this day been honored with your letter 
of the 29th ultimo. As troops cannot, with safe- 
ty, be transported from Sackett’s Harbor to York, 
or Niagara, in’ batteaux or flat-bottomed boats, I 
must depend on Commodore Chauncey’s armed 
vessels, with one or two other sloops, for the trans- 
portation of our troops; and it was considered 
doubtful, whether more than twelve hundred men 
could be so conveyed, which number I considered 
amply sufficient for the two first objects contem- 


* 2363 


APPENDIX. 


2364 


Failure of the Northern Army. 


` plated, but as many as can be transported with 
-safety shall be sent. The co-operation of the 
troops under General Lewis may be relied on. 
` Boyd and Winder are with him, and nothing but 
outrageous gales of wind can prevent success. 
“u The troops from Maryland and Pennsylvania 
arrived last evening. "They, with the other de- 
"fachments at Greenbush, will proceed towards 
* Lake Ontario within two or three days. As soon 
as practicable, after sending off the troops, I shall 
move Westward.” 


War Department, April 19, 1813. 


Sin: Taking for granted that General Prevost 
has not been able or willing to reinforce Malden, 
Erie, and George, and that he has assembled at 
Kingston a force of “ six or eight thousand men,” 

; as stated by you, we must conclude that he means 
"to hazard his more western posts, shorten his 
“sline of defence, and place his right flank on Lake 
Ontario. ` i 
~io This arrangement is, no doubt, in consequence 
- of our preparations at Sackett’s Harbor. These 
ave him reason to fear that we meant to cut 
is line of communication at that point, which, 
so long as he has a hope of keeping the com- 
mand of the lake, is one of infinite importance to 
his views. 

The danger, however, now is, that, in the event 
of the success of our present expedition, hé may 
lose this hope, abandon Kingston, and concen- 
trate bis forces at Montreal. 

This event is, in my opinion, so probable, as to 
render necessary a communication of the views 

- of the President, in relation to the movements 
on your part, (which shall be subsequent to those 
: now making,) on two suppositions : 

lst. That the enemy will keep his ground at 
Kingston; and, 

2d. That.he will abandon that ground and 
withdraw from Montreal. 

On the first supposition, there is no difficulty 
in either selecting our object, or the means of 
pursuiog it. We ought to destroy the commu- 
nieation between Kingston and Montreal, by in- 
terposing a competent force between the two, 
and assailing the former by a joint operation of 
: military and naval means. 

Local circumstances favor this project. A 
few armed boats on Lake St. Francis stops all 
intercourse by water; in which case, cannon, 
military stores, and articles of subsistence in 
bulk, cannot be conveyed between Montreal and 
Kingston. 

From Lake Ontario to Ogdensburg we com- 
mand the navigation of the St. Lawrence by our 
armed vessels, and, under their protection, our 
army can be passed over and established on the 
Canada. side, at the point deemed most proper 
for attack. 

On the other supposition, that the British gar- 
rison is withdrawn from Kingston to Montreal, 
the old question of approaching him by Lake 
Champlain, or by the St. Lawrence, recurs, and 
ought now to be settled, so that there shonld be 


no unnecessary pause in our operations at a later 
and more momentous period of the campaign.: 

The circumstances in favor of the St. Law- 
rence route are these— : 

1st. Our force is now upon it. 

2d. It furnishes a conveyance by water the 
whole distance. 

3d. The enemy is not fortified on the St. Law- 
rence side, and has on it no strong outposts, 
which must be forced, in order to secure our 
flanks and rear, while engaged in the main at- 
tack ; and, : 

4th. By approaching his flank (as this route 


'enables you to do) instead of his front, we com- 


pel him to change his position, in which case he 
must do one of four things; either he must oc- 
cupy the north side of the river, and give up the 
south, or he must occupy the south side and give 
up the north, or he must confine himself to the 
island, and give up both sides, or lastly, he must 
occupy both sides, and in this case expose him- 
self to be beaten in detail. — * 

None of these advantages are to be found in 
approaching him by the other route. Our troops 
are not upon it; we cannot move by water; his 
outposts are fortified, and must be carried by as- 
sault; his front is the only assailable point, and 
that is covered by the St. Lawrence; our attack 
must be made exactly where he wishes it to be 
made; all his arrangements and defences are, of 
course, in full operation, nor is he compelled to 
disturb them in the smallest degree. In a word, 
we must fight him on Ais previous dispositions 
and plans, and not on any of our own. 

These reasons are deemed conclusive for pre- 
ferring the route of the St. Lawrence, and your 
measures (subsequent to your present expedition) 
will, therefore, be conformed to this view of the 
subject. l s 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient ser- 


vant, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Major General DEARBORN. 


Extract of a letter from Major General Dearborn to 
the Secretary of War, dated 


SacKeETT’s Hanzon, April 23, 1813. 


* The troops embarked yesterday. Every ves- 
sel is crowded with as many men as possible; 
the total number, 1600, of the best men. I trust 
we shall sail within one or two hours. If the 
sails for a new vessel arrive within a day or two, 
and a small sloop from Oswego, which ought to 
have been here five days since, one hundred and 
fifty more men will goin them. The ice did not 
move out until the 19th; I arrived on the 20th.” 


HEADQUARTERS, Yonk, UPPER CANADA, 
April 28, 1813. 
Sir: After a detention of some days, by ad- 
verse winds, we arrived here yesterday morning, 
and at eight o'clock commenced landing our 
troops about three miles westward of the town, 
and one and a half from the enemy’s works. 
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The wind was high and in an unfavorable direc- 
.tion for our boats, which prevented the troops 
landing at a clear field, (the ancient site of the 
‘French fort Tarento.) The unfavorable wind 
prevented as many of the armed vessels from 


-our landing as they otherwise would have done; 

. but everything that could be done was effected. 

l Our riflemen under Major Forsyth first landed 
}  ,undera heavy fire from Indians and other troops. 
General Sheaffe commanded in person. He had 
collected his whole force in the woods near where 

. the wind obliged our troops to land, consisting 

€: of about seven hundred regulars and militia, and 
'^ one hundred Indians. Major Forsyth was sup- 
` portes, as promptly as possible, with other troops ; 

~ but the contest was sharp and severe for near 
 .halfan hour. The enemy was repulsed by a far 
less number than their own, and as soon as Gen- 

~ eral Pike landed with seven or: eight hundred 
men, and the remainder of the troops were push- 
“ing for the shore, the enemy retreated to their 
works; and as soon as the wliole of the troops 

` had landed and formed on the clear ground in- 
: tended for the first landing, they advanced through 
a thick wood to the open ground near the ene- 
-yiny’s works, and after carrying one battery by 
; assault, were moving on in columns towards the 
<” main works: when the head of the columns was 
„within about sixty rods of the enemy, a tremen- 
| dous explosion occurred from a large magazine 
- prepared for the purpose, which discharged such 
2 immense quantities of stone as to produce a most 
, unfortunate effect on our troops. I have not yet 
7." been able to collect the returns of our killed and 
; Wounded, but our loss by the explosion must, I 
fear, exceed one hundred; and among them I 
: have to lament the loss of the brave and excel- 
lent officer Brigadier General Pike, who received 

. such a contusion from a large stone as termina- 
'ted his valuable life within a few hours. His 
loss wilk be severely felt. Previous to the ex- 
plosion, the enemy had retired into town, except- 
ing a party of regular troops, which did not re- 
.tire early enough to avoid the shock; it is said 
that upwards of forty of them were destroyed. 
General Sheaffe moved off with the regular 

| — :troops, and left directions with the commanding 
2 officer of the militia to make the best terms he 
' could. In the meantime, all further resistance 
om the part of the enemy ceased, and the out- 

. „lines of a capitulation were agreed on. As soon 

-, -as I was informed of General Pike's being wound- 
~ed, I went on shore. I had been induced to con- 

‘ fide the immediate command of the troops in 

_ -action to General Pike from a conviction that he 
fully expected it, and would be much mortified 
-at being deprived of the honor, which he highly 
vappreciated. Every movement was under my 
View. Our troops behaved with great firmness, 
“and: deserve much applause, especially those who 
.2were first engaged, uuder circumstances that 
‘would have tried the firmness of veterans. Our 

:. "loss in the action in the morning, and in carry- 
“cing the.first battery, was not great, probably 
"^Bboüt.fifty killed and wounded; among them 


à 


P 
. taking such positions as would effectually cover | 


were a full proportion of officers ; and although 
the enemy had a decided advantage in point of 
numbers and position at the commencement, 
their loss was greater than ours, particularly in 
officers. 
It was with the greatest exertion that the small 
vessels of the fleet could work into the harbor 
against a gale of wind directly ahead; but as 
soon as they got in contact with the batteries a 
tremendous cannonade commenced from 24 and 
32-pounders, and was kept up without intermis- 
sion under a heavy fire from two batteries, until 
the enemy’s batteries were carried or blown up 
hy the explosion, which undoubtedly had a pow- 
erful effect on the enemy. I am under the great- 
est obligations to Commodore Chauncey for his 
able and indefatigable exertions in every possible , 
manner that could give facility and effect to the 
expedition. He is equally estimable for deliber- 
ate, sound judgment, bravery, and industry. The 
Government could not have made a more fortu- 
nate selection for the important trust he holds. - 
Unfortunately, the enemy's armed ship, the 
“Prince Regent,” left this place for Kingston 
four days before we arrived. A large ship on - 
the stocks, and nearly planked up, with a large 
stock of naval stores, was set on fire by the ene- 
my soon after the explosion of the magazine. 
There are no vessels fit for use in the harbor. A 
considerable quantity of military stores.and pro- 
visions remained. Weshall not possess the means 
f transporting the prisoners from this place, and 
must of course leave them on parole. I hope we 
shall so far complete the necessary measures at 
this place in the eourse of this day as to be able 
to sail to-morrow for Niagara, by which route I ° 
send this by a small vessel, with notice to Gene- 
ral Lewis of our approach. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
H. DEARBORN. 
Hon. J. Armstrona, Sec’ry of War. 


Heapavarters, Niagara, May 3, 1813. 

Sin: I arrived at this place last evening with 
Commodore Chauncey in his fast-sailing sehooner 
the Lady of the Lake: we left the fleet with the 
troops on board in York road. The wind has 
been so unfavorable as to render it impracticable 
to come to this place with any prospect of effect- 
ing a landing. 

I have had a conference with Generals Lewis, 
Boyd, and Winder, at which Commodore Chaun- 
cey was present. I did not find the preparations 
at this place as complete as could have been ex- 
pected ; but as soon as the wind will permit, we 
shall make a descent. Commodore Chauncey 
has returned to the fleet, and will sail for this 
place as soon as he shall judge the wind favora- 
ble for erossing and landing the troops, In the 
meantime we shall be preparing to act in con- 
cert, General Boyd will take command of the 
brigade lately commanded by General Pike. We 
find the weather on this lake at this season of the 
year such as to render naval operations extreme- 
ly tedious and uncertain, especially when we 
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-have to debark troops on the shore of the lake 
: Where there are no harbors. Westerly winds 
are necessary; we have none but easterly. I 
-have no doubt. of ultimate success, unless har- 
assed and dispersed by the elements. 
;- Tenclose a return of the killed and wounded. 
- You will observe the loss was very small except- 
ing that produced by the explosion. As nearly 
as I have been able to ascertain, the loss of the 
enemy amounted from ninety to one hundred 
killed, two :hundred wounded, and upwards of 
: three hundred prisoners. I have not been able 
to ascertain precisely the number of the militia 
-put on their parole; I presume it could not be 
less than five hundred. There was an immense 
depot of naval and military stores. York was 
‘the principal depot for Niagara and Detroit; 
and, notwithstanding the immense amount which 
: .was destroyed by them, we found more than we 
could bring off. General Sheaffe’s baggage and 
papers fell into my hands. These papers are a 
. valuable acquisition ; I have not had time for a 
full examination of them, A scalp was found in 
. the Executive and Legislative Chamber, ` sus- 
;pelided near the Speakers chair, in company 
with thé-mace and other emblems of royalty. I 
‘Intend sending it to you with a correct account 
of the facts relative to the place and situation in 
‘which it was found. 
With great respect, I have the honor to be, sir, 


your most obedient servant, 
f H. DEARBORN. 
Hon. J. Armstrone, Sec'ry of War. 


— Heapavarters, Nracara, May 13, 1813. 

Sin: Commodore Chauncey, with the fleet 
and troops, arrived here on the evening of the 
8th, and in the course of the night the troops 
were debarked in a very sickly or depressed state. 
A large proportion of the officers and men were 
siekly and debilitated. It was deemed expedi- 
ent to give them time to reeruit their health and 
spirits, ‘and in the meantime for the fleet to re- 
‘turn to Sackett’s Harbor, and take on board one 
thousand additional troops; and orders were de- 
spatched to Utica, Rome, and Oswego, to have 
the troops at those places forwarded here in hoats 
from.Oswego. Backus’s corps of light dragoons, 
about four hundred, principally dismounted, and 
five hundred of the 11th regiment from Burling- 
ton, have been ordered to Sacket/s Harbor. 
These, with three hundred volunteers, and a full 
company of artillery; are to form a garrison at 
that place. Additional cannon will be mounted. 
General Brown of the militia has been requested 
to hold three or four hundred men of the imme- 
diate vicinity in readiness to aid the garrison, in 
the event of any attack. My intention is to col- 
leet the main body of the troops at this place, 
and as soon as Commodore Chauncey returns, 
and the forces from Oswego arrive, to commence 
- Operations in as spirited and effectual a manner 
as practicable. This change in the proposed 
System of operations has been rendered necessary 
by along series of the most unfortunate winds 


and weather that could have occurred at this 
season, and such as could not have - been eotitéin- 
plated. l . f 

Colonel Scott reached this yesterday’ in boats 
| from Oswego, with three hundred men. He was 
seven days wind bound in different places; and 
narrowly eseaped the loss of his boats and mén. 
Thad expected him on the 3d. I had almost 
given him up for lost. 

General Harrison is invested; and presuming 
on the uncertainty of events, I shall make: calèu- 
lation of a reinforcement to the enemy of British 
and Indians from Detroit. We shall be prepared 


of their force rather as a fortunate circumstance 
than otherwise. 

I observed in a former letter, that, on my arri- 
val here on the evening of the 2d, the prepara- 
tions for an immediate co-operation were ‘not as 
complete as could have been expected. General 
Lewis was at fourteen miles distance. Winder, 
with his command, was at Black Rock. The 
boats had not been transported from Sehlosser; 
not one of the scows completed ; the heavy guns 
and mortars not placed in the batteries; two 18 
and two 12-pounders not mounted ; but, with all 
these defects, we should have made an attack‘on 
the 4th or 5th, if the fleet had arrived with the 
troops in health, on the 3d, as was expected. 

I have the’ honor to be, sir, most respectfally, 
your obedient and humble servant, 

H. DEARBORN, 

Hon. J. Armstrone, See’ry of War. 


ec LER E EE A AEQ S. RE NU NE 


HEADQUARTERS, Fort GEORGE, 
Uprsr Canana, May 27, 1813. 

Sin: The light troops under the command of 
Colonel Scott and Major Forsyth landed this 
morning at 9 o’clock. Major General Lewis’s 
division, with Colonel Porter's command of light 
artillery, supported them... General Boyd’s bri- 
gade landed immediately after the light troops, 
and Generals Winder and Chandler followed in 
quick succession. The landing-was warmly and 
obstinately disputed: by the British forces; but 
the coolness and intrepidity of our: troops soon 
compelled them to give ground in every direc- 
tion. General Chandler, with the reserve, (cóm- 
posed of his brigade and Colonel Macomb’s ar- 
tillery,) covered the whole. Commodore Chaun- 
cey had made the most judicious arrangements 
for silencing the enemy’s batteries near the point 
of landing. The Army is under the greatest ob- 
ligation to that able naval commander for‘his 
indefatigable exertions, in ‘co-operation in all-its 
important movements, and especially in ‘its oper- 
ations this day. Our batteries succeeded in ren- 
dering Fort George untenable; and when the 
enemy had been beaten from his position, and 
found it necessary to re-enter it, after firing a 
few guns, and setting fire to the magazines, which 
soon exploded, moved off rapidly by different 
routes, Our light troops pursued them several 
miles. The troops having been under arms from 
one o'clock in the morning were too much ex- 
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hausted for any further pursuit. We are now in, 
possession of Fort George and its immediate de- 
pendencies ; to-morrow we shall proceed further 
dn The behaviour of our troops, both officers 
and men, entitles them to the highest praise; 
and. the difference in our loss with that of the 
enemy, when we consider the advantages his 
positions afforded him, is astonishing. We had 
seventeen killed and forty-five wounded. The 
enemy had ninety killed and one hundred and 
sixty wounded of the regular troops. We have 
taken one hundred prisoners, exclusive of the 
wounded. Colonel Meyers, of the 49th, was 
wounded and taken prisoner. Of ours only one 
commissioned officer was killed, Lieutenant Ho- 
c batt; of the light artillery. Enclosed is the report 
>. of Major General Lewis. 

,lhave the honor to be, sir, with great consid- 
|, eration and respect, your most obedient servant,- 
H. DEARBORN. 

Hon. JonN ARMSTRONG, . 
j - Secretary of War. 


On THE FIELD, ONE o'cLock, 
May 27, 1813. 
Dear Sir: Fort George and its dependencies ! 
are ours. The enemy, beaten at all points, has 


a M MÀ 


p « blown up his magazines and retired. It is impos- 
P. sible at this moment to say anything of individual 


allantry.^ There was no man who did not per- 
form his duty in a manner which did honor to 
himself and his country. Scott and Forsyth’s 
commands, supported by Boyd’s and Winder's 
brigades, sustained the brunt of the action. Our 
' loss is trifling; perhaps not more than twenty 
killed, and twice that number wounded. The; 
“enemy left in the hospital one hundred and twenty- | 
four, and I sent several on board the fleet. We 
,have also made about one hundred prisoners of 
the regular forces. 
I am, dear sir, your obedient servant, 
MORGAN LEWIS. 
Maj. Gen. DEARBORN, 
.Commander-in- Chief Northern Army. 


Heapauarrers, Forr GEORGE, 
May 29, 1813. 

Sm: General Lewis was ordered to march yes- 
terday morning with Chandler’s and Winder's 
i; brigades, the light artillery, dragoons, light in- 
fantry, and riflemen, in pursuit of the enemy, by 
` the way of Queenstown. I had received satis- 
` factory information that the: enemy had made a 
stand-on the mountain, at a place called the Bea- 
: ver Dams, where he had a deposite of provisions 
and stores, and that he had been joined by three 
Handred regulars from Kingston, landed from 
mall vessels near the head of the Lake. I had 
ascertained that he was calling in the militia, 
and had presumed that he would confide in the 
; Strength of his position, and venture an action, by 
^. which an opportunity would be afforded to cut off 
: his retreat, : 
I have been disappointed. Although the troops 
; from Fort Erie and Chippewa had joined the 
13th Con. 2d Suss.—75 


main body at the Beaver Dams, he broke up yes- 
terday precipitately, continued his route along. 
the mountain, and will reach the head of the 
Lake by that route. Lieutenant Colonel Preston 
took possession of Fort Erie and its dependencies 
last evening. The fort had been abandoned, and 
the magazines blown up. I have ordered Gen- 
eral Lewis to return without delay to this place, 
and, if the winds favor us, we may yet cut off the 
enemy's retreat at York; but, unfortunately, we — 
have plenty of rain but no wind; it may, how- 
ever, change for the better ina few hours. Ishall: 
afford Commodore Chauncey every facility in my 
power in his preparations for commanding Lake 
Erie. He is very anxious to return to Sackett’s 
Harbor; for. until his other ship is fitted, it is not 
certain that he can continue in the command of 
Lake Ontario. I was.the last evening honored 
with your despatches of the 15th instant. Ihave 
taken measures in relation to the twenty-three 
prisoners who are to be put in close confinement. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with high consider- 
ation and respect, your obedient servant, 

H. DEARBORN. 
Hon. JonN ARMSTRONG, 
Secretary of War. 


Extract of a letter from Major General Dearborn to the 
Secretary of War, dated 


Newark, Upper Canana, June 4, 1813. 
“Chandler and Winder are in pursuit of the’ 
enemy, who has halted about fifty-five miles from 
here. I am still very feeble, and gain strength 
but slowly.” 


HEADQUARTERS, Fort GEORGE, je 


June. 6, 1813. 


Sin: I have received an express from the head’ 
of the Lake this evening, with the intelligence 
that our troops were attacked, at two o'clock this 
morning, by the whole British force and Indians; 
and, by some strange fatality, though our loss in 
numbers was small, and the enemy was com» 
pletely routed and driven from the field, both 
Brigadier Generals Chandler and Winder were 
taken prisoners. They had advanced to ascer- 
tain the situation of a company of artillery when 
the attack commenced. General Chandler had 
his horse shot under him, and was bruised by the 
fall. General Vincent, their commander, is sup- 
posed to have been killed. Colonel Clark was 
mortally wounded, and fell into our hands with 
sixty prisoners of the 49th. The command de- 
volved on Colonel Burn, who has retired to the 
Forty Mile creek. If either of the general offi- 
cers had remained in command, the enemy would 
have been pursued and cut up, or if Colonel Burn 
had been an officer of infantry. The loss of the 
enemy in killed, wounded, and prisoners, must 
exceed two hundred and fifty. The enemy sent: 
in a flag next morning, with a request to bury 
their dead. Generals Lewis and Boyd set off 
immediately to join the advanced army. J never 
so severely felt the want of health as at present, 
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at a time when my services might, perhaps, be | produced on the Indians, who are now principally 
most useful. I hope General Hampton will re- | quiet for fear of losing their valuable tract of land 


pair here as soon as possible. on Grand river. I had authorized the civil ma- 
With great respect, I have the honor to be, sir, | gistrates to combine in the due exercise of-their 
your most obedient servant, funetions, and cannot, with propriety, revoke this 


H. DEARBORN. | authority, unless specially directed. 
i The whole of our troops, officers, and men, in 
the action of the 27th, discovered a degree of 
Jone 8, 1813. | ardor and readiness for action, which evinced -a 
; determination to do bonor to themselves and. 
country. The animating exam ple set by Colonel j 
Scott and General Boyd, in landing and repulsing: 4 
the enemy, deserves particular mention. I am — | 
greatly indebted to Colonel Porter, Major Armis- | ú 
tead, and Captain Totten, for their judicious ar-. — | à 
rangements and skilful execution in demolishing — : Y 
r 
a 


Hon. Joun ARMSTRONG, | 
Secretary of War. 


There was a mistake in the arrival of the ex- 
press mail. Since writing the above, the enemy’s 
fleet has passed, consisting of two large ships 
and four heavy schooners. I have, consequently, 
deemed it prudent to concentrate the forces at 
this point. H. D. 


the enemy’s forts and batteries, and to the officers 
of the artillery generally, who had the direction . 
of the guns. © d 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your. ii 
most obedient servant, al 


HEADQUARTERS, Fort GEORGE, 
. . June 8, 1813. 
: Sır: I have been honored with your letters of 
, the. 26th and 27th ultimo, and a duplicate of one 


of the 19th of April. My ill state of health ren- H. DEARBORN. g D 
dutiés;. and, unléss my health improves soon, I Secretary of War. : ET 
fear I shall be compelled to retire to some place ü 

a 


where my mind may be more at ease for a short 
time. Colonel Macomb proceeded with two hun- 
dred men, with the Commodore, to Sackett’s 
Harbor. Lieutenant Colonel Ripley has also 

one, by the way of Oswego, to the harbor, with 

is regiment, where he will be joined by several 
hundred recruits; he took charge of the provis- 
ions to Oswego. The Commodore will not prob- 
ably venture out until his new ship is fit for sea. 
The enemy has now the command of the Lake, 
and,as long as that is the case, any offensive 
operations below this must be suspended. I had 
intended placing a small garrison at Fort Erie, 
and a stronger one at Fort George; but, as you 
have directed otherwise, I shall select Fort George, 
as guarding the only harbor on the southern shore 
ofthe Lake. Detroit will be the safest harbor on 
Lake Erie. I have, by the request of Commo- 
dore Chauncey, detached two hundred men to 
aid Captain Perry in removing his armed vessels 
from Black Rock to Presque Isle. Commodore 
Chauncey is unwilling to approach Malden, un- 
less he can have a reinforcement to General Har- 


Extract of a letter from Major General Morgan. Lewis 
to the Secretary of War, dated p^ sn 


NiacAnRA, June 14, 1813. 


“You will perceive, by the enclosed copy of 
orders, marked 1, that General Dearborn, from 
indisposition, has resigned the command, not oaly 
of the Niagara army, but of the distriet. I have 
doubts whether he will ever again be fit for ser- 
vice. He has been repeatedly in a state of con- 
valescence, but relapses on the least agitation of 
mind. : 

“In my last, I mentioned the unfortunate cir- 
cumstance of tbe capture of our two Brigadiers, 
Chandler and Winder. The particulars are de-. 
tailed in the report of Colonel Burn, marked 2, 
whieh he gives from the best information he 
could collect. His corpslay a considerable dis- 
tance from the scene of active operation, as you 
will perceive by the enclosed diagram. Thelight 
corps spoken of, were Captains Hindman’s, Nich- 
olas’s, and Biddle's companies, of the 2d artillery, 
serving as infantry. These three gentlemen, and 
rison.of our regulars. As my command does not | Captains Archer and Towson, of the same regi- 
extend to Malden, I ask your directions on this | ment, and Leonard of the light artillery, are sol- 
subjeet. The Commodore is anxious that his | diers who would honor any service. Their: gal- 
fleet on Lake Erie should proceed with troops to | lantry, and that of their companies, was equally’ 
Michilimackinac and St. Joseph,as soon as the conspicuous on this occasion as in the: affair of 
business shall be decided at Detroit. On taking | the 27th ultimo. A view of General Chandler's 
possession of this place, the inhabitants came in | encampment will be sufficient to show that-his 
in numbers, and gave their paroles. I have prom- | disaster was owing to its arrangement; its centre. 
ised them protection. A large majority are friend- | being its weakest point, and that being discovered 
ly to the United States, and fixed in their hatred | by the enemy in the evening, received the com" 
against the Government of Great Britan. If they | bined attack of his whole force, and his line was 
should generally be made prisoners of war, and | completely cut. It is said, though I cannot vouch 
taken from their families, it would have a most | for its truth, that General Winder saw this, and - 
unfavorable effect on our military operations in | remonstrated against it. The gallantry of the. 
the provinces. The whole country would be | 5th, 25th, and part of the 23d, and light troops. 
driven to a state of desperation, and satisfy them, | saved the army ; of the 5th, it is said, that, when 
beyond a doubt, that we had no intention of hold- | the day broke, not a-man was missing; and that 
ing the provinces. The same effect would be! a part of the 23d, under Major Armstrong, was 
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ders it extremely ‘painful to attend to the : Hon. JOHN ARMSTRONG, 


found sustaining its left flank. "Their fire was ir- 
registible, and the enemy was compelled to give 


“ing; his destruction was inevitable. He was dis- 


‘mile from the shore. Our boats, which trans- 


“I, atthe same time, sent Captain Totten, of the 


' front, and a powerful army on my flank, he, and 


was too ridiculous to merit a reply. No. 7 was 
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delivered to me at about six this morning. . Be- 
tween seven and eight o’clock, the few wagons 
we had being loaded, first with sick, and next 
with ammunition, &c., the residue of camp equi- 
page and baggage was put in the boats, and a de- 
tachment of two hundred men of the 6th- regi- 
ment detailed to proceed in them. Orders were 
prepared to be given them to defend the boats, 
and, if assailed by any of the enemy’s small ves- 
sels, to carry them by boarding. By some irreg- 
ularity which I have not been able to discover, 
the boats put off without the detachments, in- 
duced probably by the stillness of the morning. 
When they had progressed about three Miles, a 
breeze sprung up, and an armed schooner over- 
hauled them. Those who were enterprising kept 
oa and escaped ; others ran to the shore, and de- 
serted their boats. We have lost twelve of the 
number, principally containing the baggage of 
the officers and men. 

* At ten, T put the army in motion on our re- 
turn to this place. The savages and incorporated 
militia hung on our flanks and rear throughout 
the march, and picked up a few stragglers. On 
our retiring, the British army advanced, and now 
occupies the ground we left.? 


. Could he have been pressed the next morn- 


pérsed in every direction, and even his command- 
ing General was missing, without his hat or horse. 
I understand he was found the next evening, 
almost famished, at a distance of four miles from 
thé scene of action. 

* Lieutenant McChesney’s gallantry recovered 
a piece of artillery, and prevented the capture of 
others. He merits promotion for it. 

“On the-evening of the sixth of June, I received 
the order No. 4, and joined the army at five in 
the afternoon of the 7th. I found it at the Forty 
Mile creek, ten miles in the rear of the ground on 
which it had been attacked, encamped on a plain 
of about a mile in width, with its right flank on 
the Lake, and its left on the creek, which skirts 
the base of a perpendicular mountain of consider- 
able height. On my route, I received Nos. 5 and | 
6, enclosed, l 
`“ At 6 in the evening, the hostile fleet hove in 
sight, though its character could not be ascer- 
tained with precision. We lay on our arms all 
night. At dawn of day struck our tents, and de- 
seried the hostile squadron abreast of us, about a 


Papers referred to by General Lewis. 


Heapauarrers, Niagara, June 6, 1813, 
Dear GENERAL: You will please to proceed, 
with as little delay as may be, and take command 
of the advanced army. Brigadier Generals Boyd 
and Swartwout, and Colonel Scott, will accom- 
pany you. I have ordered an additional escort 
of light artillery, to be equipped as cavalry, to 
attend you. You will attack the enemy as soon 
as practicable; your force will insure success. 
Every possible effort should be made for prevent- 
ing the enemy’s escape. 
May success and glory attend you. 
Yours, with esteem, 
H. DEARBORN. 


potted the principal part of our baggage and camp 
equipage, lay on the beach; it was a dead calm; 
and, about six, the enemy towed in a large schoon- 
er, which opened her fire on our boats. As soon 
as she stood for shore, her object being evident, I 
ordered down Archers and Towson’s companies, 
with four pieces of artillery, to resist her attempts. 


engineers, (a most valuable officer,) to construct 
a temporary furnace for heating shot, which was 
Prepared and in operation in less than thirty 
minutes, Her fire was returned with a vivacity 
and effect (excelled by no artillery in the universe) 
which soon compelled her to retire. A party of 
Savages now made their appearance on the brow 
of the mountain, ( which, being perfectly bald, ex- 
hibited them to view,) and commenced a fire on 
our camp. I ordered Colonel Chrystie to dislodge 
them, who entered on the service with alacrity, 
but found himself anticipated by Lieutenant El- 
dridge, the adjutant of the regiment, who, with a 
promptness and gallantry highly honorable to that 
young officer, had already gained the summit of 
the mountain with a party of volunteers, and 
routed the barbarian allies of the Defender of the 
Christian Faith. This young man merits the no- 
tice of Government. 

€ These little affairs cost us not a man. Sir 
James L. Yeo, being disappointed of a tragedy, 
next determined, in true dramatic style, to amuse 
Us with a farce, An officer with a flag was sent 
to me from his ship, advising me that, as I was 
invested with savages in my rear, a fleet in my 


Major General Lewis. 


Niagara, June 6, 1813. 


Dear GENERAL: A ship having appeared this 
morning steering towards the head of the Lake, 
which is undoubtedly one of the enemy’s ships, 
(others are appearing,) you will please to return 
with the troops to this place as soon as possible. 

Yours, with esteem, 
H. DEARBORN. 


P. S. The object of the enemy's fleet must be 
intended to cover the retreat of their troops, or to 
bring on a reinforcement. H. D. 

Major General Lewis. 


Jone 6, 1813. 

It is possible the fleet in sight may be our own ; 

a few hours will probably enable you to determine 
and ag accordingly. H. DEARBORN. 
Getféral Lewis. 


the officers commanding His Britannic Majesty’s 
land forces, thought ita duty to demand a sur- 
render of my army. [ answered that the message 


2875 


APPENDIX. 


Failure of the Northern Army. 


——. 


. Bear Generac: Iam induced to suspect that 
thé enemy’s fleet have an intention on this place. 
wo small schooners have been examining the 
shore very minutely for three or four hours this 
afternoon. They have gone on towards the head 
of the Lake, and their ships appear to have taken 
the same course. They may take on board addi- 
tional troops near the head of the Lake, and be 
here before you reach this place. You will please 
to send Milton’s detachment, and 500 of Chand- 
lér’s brigade, and Colonel Burn’s light dragoons, 
with all possible despatch ; they ought, if possible, 
io be here sometime to-morrow forenoon. You 
: will follow with the remainder of the troops as 
soon as practicable. It will be necessary to take 
care that your boats are not taken or lost. Gen- 
eral Swartwout and Colonel Scott should return 
as soon as they can. 
Í Yours, with esteem, if: 
e H. DEARBORN. 
. General Lewis. 


HEADQUARTERS, Fort GEORGE, 
June 10, 1813. 


By reason of the temporary indisposition of 
Major General Dearborn, the command of the 
troops on this frontier, and of the ninth military 
deparunent of the United States, devolves on 
Major General Lewis. All persons concerned 
are notified accordingly. 

By command. 
W. SCOTT, Adj. General. 


Extract of a letter from Colonel James Burn, 2d light 
dragoons, to Major General Dearborn. 


“In the afternoon of the 5th, our advance guard, 
consisting of the light infantry, under the com- 
mand of Captains Hindman, Biddle, and Nicho- 
las, a part of the rifle corps, under Captain Lytle, 
and a detachment of the 2d dragoons, under Capt. 
Selden, commenced a sharp skirmish with the 
advance of the enemy, said to be a detachment 
of the 49th regiment, which soon retreated, cov- 
ered by a thick woods, having, however, several 
wounded on both sides, and one dragoon horse 
killed. In the evening, our advance returned 
behind Stony creek, where the army took a po- 
sition for thenight. The lightinfantry, and part 
of the rifle corps on the right of the 25th regi- 
ment, formed the right wing, The artillery, un- 

. der Captains Towson and L. Leonard, the centre. 
The 5th, 16th, 23d, and some riflemen, the left 
wing, and the cavalry in the rear. A strong picket 
guard was posted some distance in front, also 
strong flank and rear guards, in such manner as 
to surround the whole encampment with senti- 
nels; the troops lay under arms, without any 
covering. Our numbers in the field did not ex- 
ceed one thousand—three hundred effectives of 
the 13th and 14th regiments having encamped 
on the borders of the Lake. about three miles dis- 
tant, for the protection of the boats. The enemy 
forced our picket, and attacked us, abogy two 
o’clock in the morning, (which was very dark,) 


with their army and Indians, expecting, no doubt, 
to throw us into confusion. Their views were, 
in this instance, however, completely frustrati? ] 
and, when the day dawned, none were to be seen, 
except their killed and wounded, who covered the: 
field of battle. The attack began on our right, 
and was gallantly repelled by the fire of the light 
troops and 25th regiment, commanded by Major 
Smith. Ina few minutes, it became general along 
the whole line, and was nobly returned by the 
artillery of the centre, commanded by Captains 
Towson and L. Leonard, and again by the troops 
of the left wing, viz: the 5th, under Lieutenant 
Colonel Milton, the 23d, commanded by Major 
Armstrong, and the 16th. The fire continued, 
with little intermission, for one hour, during which 
time, the enemy attempted, by frequent charges, 
to break our line, but without effect, being obliged 
to give way by the well-directed fire of our brave’ 
troops. 

“The 13th and 14th regiments (which had been 
detached the preceding evening) were active in 
making prisoners, and advanced with much ardor 
to the field, in hopes of sharing, with the gallant. 
5th, and 25th, 23d, and light troops, the glory of 
another combat. But the unfortunate capture of 
Brigadier Generals Chandler and Winder, who 
were taken in the action, unknown to any part of 
the army, and hurried into the enemy’s lines, prë- 
vented the future operations from being carried 
into effect with the promptitude which would as- 
suredly have taken place had either of those offi- 
cers been present to command. 

“ You will be surprised to find our loss so small; 
that of the enemy exceeds ours much; they lost 
in killed about sixty, many wounded, and upwards 
of seventy prisoners, all regulars, and principally 
of the 49th regiment. Several of their officers 
were killed, wounded, and missing. A flag was 
sent by Colonel Hervey, asking permission. to 
make inquiries for them ; also, to be allowed to 
send a surgeon to attend their own wounded, 
which I readily granted. On the return of day- 
light, I found the command of the army had de- 
volved on me, and, being at a loss what steps to 
pursue in the unpleasant dilemma, occasioned by 
the capture of our Generals, finding the ammu- 
nition of many of the troops nearly expended, I 
had recourse to a council of the field officers pre- 
sent, of whom a majority coincided in opinion 
with me, that we ought to retire to our former 
position at the Forty Mile creek, where we could 
be supplied with ammunition and provisions, and 
either advance or remain, until further orders. 

* Every aid was afforded by the staff. Theas- 
sistant Adjutant General, Major Johnston, and 
Brigade Majors Jones and Wartenby, exerted 
themselves in rendering all the assistance in thelr 
power. . "DR. 

“The army, on this occasion, has proved its 
firmness and bravery, by keeping its position ina 
night attack, in which the yells of the Indians, 
mingled with the roaring of cannon and müs- 
ketry, were calculated to intimidate. The enemy 
charged repeatedly, and so dark was the night, 
that our army could not distinguish friend fróm 
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the 5th and 25th regiments.” 


^. Bees Monrreat, June 18, 1813. 

_ Sm: I deem it my duty to improve the earliest 
opportunity possible to give you a more detailed 
account of the affair of the 6th instant, near Stony 
creek, than I have before had it in my power to do. 


Mile creek. Thedetachment under Gen. Winder 
"was then under marching orders for Stony creek. 
‘After a short halt, the whole marched for that 
place, and arrived there between five and six 
@élock P. M., at which place a small picket of 
¿the enemy was posted, but retired on our ap- 
„proach. The advanced guard pursued, and soon 
Til in with a picket of about one hundred strong, 
ander Colonel Williams. A skirmish ensued. I 
: hastened the main body. Williams retreated, and 
#uradvance pursued. The pursuit-was continued 
"rather longer than I could have wished, but re- 
-turned to their proper position in the line of 
"march, not far from sunset. I had ordered the 
8th and 14th, who were in the rear, to take a 
spesition for the night near the mouth of the creek, 
-t0:cover the boats, (should they arrive,) which 
would be on the route which I intended to pursue 
fhe next morning; and, a favorable position pre- 
-senting itself, I encamped with the residue of the 
‘troops (except Captain Archer’s company of ar- 
tillery) which accompanied the 13th and 14th on 
‘the spot where we had halted, with an advanced 
‘picket from half to three-quarters of a mile in 
‘front, with express orders for them to keep out 
-enstantly a patrol. A right and left flank guard 
‘and a rear guard were also posted. I gave posi- 
‘tive orders for the troops to lay on their arms. 
‘Contrary to my orders, fires were kindled; but 
there are doubts whether this operated for or 
against us, as the fires of the 25th, which were 
in front, and by-my orders had been abandoned, 
; enabled us to see a small part of the enemy, while 
i. the-fires.on our left enabled the enemy to see our 
: ine. On the whole, I think it operated against 
MS., I did expect the enemy would attack us that 
sBight, if he intended to fight; but, perhaps, this 
«Was not expected by all. Ehad my horse confined 
“pear me,arid directed that the harness should not 
tbe, taken. from the artillery horses. I directed 
. Where and how the line should. be formed, in case 
vaf attack. About an hour before daylight, on the 
-Worning of. the 6th, the alarm was given. I was 
instantly up, and -the :25th, which: Tay near me, 
as almóst. as instantly, formed, as well as the 
. bh and 234,-whieh were on the. left, under the 


. On the morning of the 5th, I arrived at Forty. 
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immediate eye of General Winder. Owing to 
the neglect of the front picket, or some other 
cause, the British officers say that they were not 
hailed, nor an alarm given, until they were with- 
in three hundred yards of our line. The extreme 
darkness prevented us from seeing or knowing 
at what point they intended to attack us, until 
an attack was made on our right. A well-di- . 
rected fire was opened upon them from the 25th, 
and from nearly the whole line. Aftera few 
minutes, I heard several muskets in our rear, in 
the direction of the rear guard, and then expected 
that the enemy had gained our rear by some path 
unknown to me, and were about to attack us in 
rear. I instantly ordered Colonel Milton, with 
the 5th, to form in our rear near the woods, to 
meet such circumstances as might take place, 
knowing that I could call him to any other:point, 
if necessary, at any moment. I had observed 
that the artillery was not covered, and directed 
General Winder to cause the 23d to be formed 
so far to the right that their right should cover 
the artillery. At this moment, I heard a new 
burst of fire from the enemy’s left on our right, 
and, not able to see anything which took place, I 
set out full speed towards the right to take meas- 
ures to prevent my right flank from being turned, 
which I expected was the object of the enemy. 
I had proceeded but a few yards, before my-horse 
fell under me, by which fall I received a serious 
injury. Here was a time when I have no recol- 
lection of what passed, but I presume it was not 
long. As soonas I recovered, I recollected what : 
my object was, and made my way to the right, 
and gave Major Smith such direetionsas I thought 
proper to prevent his right from being turned by 
surprise. I was then returning toward the centre, 


and, when near the artillery, heard men, who, by 


the noise, appeared to be in confusion, it bein 
the point at which I expected the 23d to be 


formed. I expected it was that regiment. I ap- 
proached them, and, as soon as I was near enough, 


I saw a body of men, who I thought to be the 


23d, in rear of the artillery, broken. I hobbled 


in amongst them, and began to rally them, and 


directed them to form ; but I soon found my mis- 
take ; it was the British 49th, who had pushed 
forward to the head of their column, and gained 
the rear of the artillery. 
armed, and conveyed down thecolumn to its rear. 
It was not yet day, and the extreme darkness of 
the night, to which was added the smoke of the 
fire, put it totally out of our power to see the sit- 


I was immediately dis- 


uation of the enemy. ‘This was all that saved 
their columns from sure and total destruction, of 
which some of their officers are aware. After 
seeing the situation of the column as I passed, E 
did hope and expect that General Winder, on the 


first dawn of light, would see their situation, and 


bring Colonel Milton with the 5th (who I had 
still kept in reserve, until I could have daylight 
to discern their situation) to attack this column, 
which, I am.sure, he would-have done to advan- 
tage; but, to my mortifieation, I soon learned 
that he had fallen into the same mistake with 
myself; and, by endeavoring to learn what was 
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' taking place in the centre, he was also taken, as 


well as Major Van De Venter. To the extreme 
darkness of the night, the enemy’s knowledge of 
his intended point of attack, and our not knowing 
at what point to expect him, must be attributed 
his partial success, and not to a want of strength 
or bravery in our troops, who generally behaved 
remarkably well under all the circumstances ; 
and, however unfortunate the event, as it relates 
to myself, I only ask that all the circumstances 
may be taken into consideration in making up 
your opinion upon the conduct of Gen. Winder 
and myself in this affair, which I am sure you 


will do, and I flatter myself you will see no cause 


of censure. I regret that my decrepit situation, 
‘and the rapidity with which we have been brought 
to this place, has put it out of my power to give 
you a detailed account of the affair earlier. I 
am now able to walk some with the aid of a cane, 
‘and hope I shall continue to recover. 
: Y have the honor to be, &c. 
JOHN CHANDLER, 
i Brigadier General. 


HEADQUARTERS, Fort GEORGE, 
June 12, 1813. 

Sır: As the General is unable to write, I am 
directed by him to inform you, that, in addition 
to the debility and fever he has been afflicted 
with, he has, within the last twenty-four hours, 
experienced a violent spasmodic attack on his 
breast, which has obliged him to relinquish busi- 
ness altogether, and the command is given over 
to Major General Lewis, who will, in future, 
make the necessary communications to the De- 
partment of War. The British fleet still rides 
triumphant in this section of the lake. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect 
and consideration, your obedient and humble ser- 
vant, SAMUEL S. CONNER, 

. A. D. C. to Gen. Dearborn. 

Hon. Gen. Anmstrona, Sec’ry of War. 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to Major 
General Dearborn, dated 


War DEPARTMENT, June 19, 1813. 

* Your letters of the 6th and 8th instant have 
been received. There is, indeed, some strange 
fatality attending our efforts. I cannot disguise 
from you the surprise occasioned by the two es- 
capes of a beaten enemy: first, on the 27th ultimo, 
and again on the ist instant. Battles are not 
gained when an inferior and broken enemy is not 
destroyed. Nothing is done, while anything that 
might have been done is omitted. This maxim 
is as old as the profession of arms, and in no walk 
of life applies with as much force as in that of. a 
soldier. 

“Should Proctor have retired from Malden, 
and been able to effect a junction with Vincents 
corps at the head of the Lake, it has been done 
for one of two purposes: either to. dispute with 
you the possession of the peninsula, or more se- 


curely to effect the general retreat to Kingston. 
The latter is the more probable conjecture of the 
two, and is strengthened by the appearance of Yeo 
on the upper part of the Lake, and by the positidn- 
which Vincent has taken there.” ; 


Extract, dated 


HEADQUARTERS, Fort GEORGE, 
June 20, 1813. 


“Sir: I have been so reduced in strength as 
to be incapable of any command. Brigadier 
General Boyd is the only general officer present ; 
and, from resignations, sickness, and other con- 
tingencies, the number of regimental officers pres- 
ent, fit for düty, are far below what the service 
requires. A considerable proportion of our army 
being composed of new recruits, and the weather 
having been extremely unfavorable to health, the 


sick have become so numerous, in addition to the : 


wounded, as to reduce the effective force far be- 
low what could have been contemplated ; but if 
the weather should become favorable, which 
ought to be expected, a great part of the sick will 
probably be fit for duty in a short time. The 
enemy have been reinforced at the head of the 
Lake with about 500 men of the 104th regiment. 
A vessel carrying ammunition and other muni- 
tions of war, bound to the head of the Lake, was 
captured, four days since, by one of Commodore 
Chauncey's schooners, from which I conclude, 
that the enemy will endeavor to keep up such a 
force at or near the head of the Lake, as to pre- 
vent any part of our force in this quarter from 
joining, or proceeding to Sacket's Harbor, for 
the purpose of attacking Kingston; and such is 
the state of the roads in this flat country, in con- 
sequence of continual rains, as to render any op- 
erations against the enemy extremely difficult, 
without the aid of a fleet for the transportation 
of provisions, ammunition, and other necessary 
supplies, The enemy would probably retreat on 
our approach, and keep out of our reach, being 
covered by one or more armed vessels, which re- 
main on this part of the Lake. The whole of 
these embarrassments have resulted from a tem- 
porary loss of the command of the Lake. ‘The 
enemy has availed himself of the advantage, and 
forwarded reinforcements and supplies.” 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to Major 
General Dearborn, dated 


War Department, July 1, 1813. 


* The leisure you now have offers a fine oppor- 
tunity for the adjutants and inspectors general to 
attend to their particular duties. Some of the 
parties of which you speak, from the enemy, may 
practise a trick on those who follow them. ‘These 
last ought to be very circumspect. Chauncey will, 
I hope, soon reappear on the Lake. ` A battle will 
then decide which of us shall be victor for the 
campaign. ‘I am afraid that we have all along 
acted on a belief, very pleasing, but ill founded, 
viz: that we were ahead of the enemy as to nata 
means and naval preparation on the Lakes. Are 
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"we sure that our calculations with regard to Lake 
"Erie have been better than those with regard to 
. Take Ontario? A week or two will decide this 
"gestion." 


HEADQUARTERS, Fort GEORGE, 
June 25, 1813. 


Sır: I have the mortification of informing you 
“of an unfortunate and unaccountable event, which 
‘occurred yesterday. On the 23d, at evening, 
Lieutenant Colonel Beerstler, with 570 men, in- 
fantry, artillery, cavalry, and riflemen, in due 
proportion, was ordered to march, by the way of 
Queenstown, to a place called the Beaver Dams, 
on the high ground, about eight or nine miles 
‘from Queenstown, to attack and disperse a body 
of the enemy collected there for the purpose of 
procuring provisions, and harassing those inhabi- 
tants who are considered friendly to the United 
‘States. Their force was, from the most direct 
information, composed of one company of the 
104th regiment, above 80 strong; from 150 to 
200 militia; and from 50 to 60 Indians. At eight 
‘o'clock yesterday morning, when within about 
two miles of the Beaver Dams, our detachment 
was attacked from an ambuscade, but soon drove 
the enemy some distance into the woods, and 
then retired to a clear field, and sent an express 
for a reinforcement, saying he would maintain 
his position until reinforced. A reinforcement 
of 300 men marched immediately, under the com- 
mand of Colonel Chrystie; but on arriving at 
Queenstown, Colonel Chrystie received authentic 
information that Lieutenant Colonel Beerstler, 
with his command, had surrendered to the enemy, 
and the reinforcement returned to camp. A man 
who belonged to a small corps of mounted volun- 
teer riflemen came in this morning, who states 
that the enemy surrounded our detachment in 

the woods, and towards twelve o'clock com- 
.menced a general attack; that our troops fought 
“more than two hours, until the artillery had ex- 
.pended the whole of its ammunition, and then 
surrendered; and at the time of the surrender, 
the informant made his escape. Why it should 
.have been deemed proper to remain several hours 
in a position surrounded with woods, without 
either risking a decisive action, or effecting a re- 
treat, remains to be accounted for, as well as the 
.ptoject of waiting for a reinforcement from a dis- 
tance of fifteen or sixteen miles. 

No informatiou has been received of the killed 
or wounded. The enemy's fleet has again ar- 
rived in our neighborhood. 

With respect and esteem, 1 am, &c., 


H. DEARBORN. 


Hon. Joun ARMSTRONG, 
Secretary of. War. 


Wan Department, July 6, 1813. 
Sin: I have the. Presidents orders to express 
‘to you his decision that you retire from the com- 
mand of district No. 9; and of. the troops within 


the same, until your health be re-established, and 
until farther orders. 
I have the honor to be, &c., 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Major General Henry DEARBORN. 


Correspondence between the Secretary of War 
and Brigadier General Boyd. 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to Brig- 
í adier General Boyd, dated 


War DEPARTMENT, July 30, 1813. 


“ The restriction put upon you with regard to 
the enemy was but commensurate with their 
command of the Lake. So long as they had 
wings, and you had only feet, so long as they 
could be transported, supplied, and reinforced, by 
water, and at will, common sense, as well as mili- 
tary principles, put you on the defensive. "These 
cireumstances chauged, the reason of the rule 
chances with them ; and it now becomes your 
business, in concert with the fleet, to harass and 
destroy the enemy, wherever you can find him. 
Of the competency of your force there can be no 
doubt, provided your estimate of his be but toler- 
ably correct.” 


War DEPARTMENT, July 30, 1813. 


Sir: I have this moment received information 
that Fort Meigs is again attacked, and by a con- 
siderable regular force. This must have been 
drawn from De Rottenberg’s corps. His late in- 
solence in pushing his small attacks to the ver 
outline of your works has been intended to ak 
the weakness produced by this detachment. If, 
as you say, you can beat him, do it without de- 
lay ; and remember, that, if you beat, you must 
destroy him. There is no excuse for a General 
who permits a beaten enemy to escape and to 
rally. These remarks grow out of some recent 
events in your quarter, and require no explana- 
tion. lt is the President's wish that you should 
communieate fully and freely with Brigadier 
General Williams. It is only by this kind of 
iniercourse that the efforts of all can be united 
in promoting the public good. . 

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient 


humble servant, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Brig. Gen. Boyn, Fort George. 


Extract of a letter from Brigadier General John P. 
Boyd to the Secretary of War, dated 


HEADQUARTERS, Fort GEORGE, 
July 27, 1813. 


&I had the honor to address you last on the 
24th instant. On the 22d instant, General Lewis 
and Commodore Chauncey were advised by me 
that, from intelligence received from Major Cha- 
pin and deserters, most of the enemy’s captured 
ordnance, and their principal depot of ammuni- 
tion, stores, &c., are at the head of the Lake. Tt 
was suggested that a small force might surprise, 
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take, destroy, or bring them off, if part of the force on the heights, independent of the rein- 
forcement above mentioned, was nearly equal to`: 


fleet might be allowed to assist in moving our 
troops. 

* Yesterday the Lady of the Lake brought me 
a letter from Commodore Chauncey, stating that 
he approved of the enterprise, and would go him- 
self with his fleet to the head of the Lake, and re- 
quested guides, information, &c. I have deemed 
it proper to detail a number of troops, under the 
command of Colonel Scott, which will embark 
on board the Lady of the Lake, with directions 
to join the squadron, which is believed to be now 
somewhere near Little York.” 


Extract of a letter from Brigadier General Boyd to the 
: Secretary of War, dated 


Fort GEORGE, July 31, 1813. 


"iD had the honor to address you on the 27th 
instant. Agreeably to the plan therein suggested, 
‘Commodore Chauneey arrived here on the 28th 
itistant, and received on board the fleet a body of 
$aen under the command of Colonel Scott. Light 
atid contrary winds retard their progress up the 
Lake, but ere this the attack has probably been 
tiyade on the head of the Lake. No information 
has as yet been received. 

“The enemy has lately kept his Indians so 
constantly scouring the woods of our vicinity, 
that we gain no deserters nor intelligence of his 
movements.” 


Colonel Scott’s Report. 
Fort Georae, August 3, 1813. 


"Big : I have the honor to report that, in obedi- 
ence to your orders, I proceeded on board the fleet 
with the detachment of troops under my com- 
mand, destined to act against the enemy’s post at 
the head of Little Lake, or Burlington bay; in 
sight of which place I arrived late in the evening 
of the 30th ultimo, the fleet having been greatly 
delayed by the almost constant calm which has 
prevailed since we sailed. 

This delay of forty-eight hours, after our des- 
tination became obvious to the enemy, enabled 
him to anticipate our arrival by a reinforcement 
of 200 men from the nearest posts on this side of 
the Lake, of which we were early apprized. 
Nevertheless, Commodore Chauncey, with my 
concurrence, thought it advisable to land the de- 
tachment from the army, together with about! 
250 marines and seamen from the fleet, (making | 
a total force of about 500 men.) The better to 
enable us to ascertain the exact force and posi- | 
tion of the enemy's camp, the landing was made 
on the neck of land which nearly cuts off the 
Little Lake from Lake Ontario. From this point 
we could plainly discover the enemy's position 
on Burlington heights, surrounded on three sides 
by a creek, and in front of an entrenchment and 
a battery of seven pieces of cannon. The Little 
Lake or bay is, between those two points, six or 
seven miles across. 

Perceiving the strength of the enemy’s posi- 
tion, and learning from the inhabitants that the 


du 


our own, the Commodore determined not to risk 


an attack, especially as our boats would. have - 
been greatly annoyed in the ascent towards the | 


head of the bay by a small schooner of the ene- 
my’s, having on board one 18 pound carronade. 
The channel connecting the two Lakes did not 
afford water for the passage of either of our 
schooners. In the above opinion I fully con- 
curred with the Commodore. It may be added, 
that the enemy received a further reinforcement 
of 400 men the same evening, by land, from 
Kingston. f 

On our return to this harbor, the fleet put into 
York, at which place we burnt the barracks and 
public stores, and brought off one piece of ord- 
nance, (24 pounder,) eleven batteaux, and about 
400 barrels of flour and hard bread. The bar- 
racks and stores had been repaired since the 27th 
May. Thirty or forty sick and wounded in hos- 
pital were paroled, and four prisoners (regulars) 
brought off. There had been no garrison at the 
place for the few days previous. 

I have the honor to be, &c., : 

W. SCOTT, 


Colonel commanding detachment. 
Brig. Gen. Boyn, Commanding, $c. 


Extract of a letter from Brigadier General John P. 
Boyd to the Secretary of War, dated 


Heapavarters, Fort Grores, U.C. ` 
j August 8, 1813. 

“By Tuesday’s mail [ had the honor to receive 
your commands of the 30th instant, and yesterday 
a number of letters enclosed, which were deliv- 
ered as directed. 

“ Conceiving myself at liberty to act offensively 
on the arrival of the fleet, an expedition was im- 
mediately concerted against the enemy, and ac- 
ceded to by Commodore Chauncey. One thousand 
was to embark on board the fleet, under the com- 
mand of Brigadier General Williams, to land at 
the head of the Lake. The army at this place 
was to move in two columns against the enemy’s 
front, while General Williams assailed his rear, 
and cut off his retreat. Yesterday morning, the 
time when the troops were to have embarked, the 
enemy’s fleet were discovered off this place. 

“Commodore Chauncey weighed anchor, ap- 
proached him, and by every indication that a lee- 
ward position would admit, offered to engage.” 


HEADQUARTERS, FORT GEORGE, 
August 12, 1813. 

Sır: I had the honor to address you the 8th 
instant. Unfavorable winds continued to thwart 
the wishes of Commodore Chauncey to bring the 
enemy to action; and about the 9th instant he 
was so unfortunate as to lose, in a squall, two 
small schooners, which upset. On the night o 
the 10th a severe cannonade was heard on the 
Lake, which we ascertained, in the morning, re- 
sulted in the loss of two of our smallest schoon- 
ers. Undiscouraged by these slight disasters 
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Commodore Chauncey is still in pursuit of the 
enemy, resolved to bring him to a general en- 
gement. These circumstances have necessarily 
iyed the attack upon the enemy, which was 
contemplated in my last letter. General Porter 
~ „is assembling a body of volunteers and Indians at 
. Buffalo, with a view to co-operate in this enter- 
, prise. He will probably join us soon. Anything 
which can be done without the co-operation of 
tlie fleet shall be attempted. To attack the ene- 
my, without being able to cut off his retreat, 

would be only beating without capturing him. 

Ihave the honor to be, &c. 
JOHN P. BOYD, 
Brigadier Genl Commanding. 


Hon. Joun AnMsTRONG, Sec’ry. of War. 


HEADQUARTERS, FORT GEORGE, 
: , August 15, 1813. 

SiR: I had the honor to address you on the 
A2th instant; since which time nothiag of im- 
portance has occurred. Commodore Chauncey 
has left this part of the Lake, and the enemy have 
now so far the ascendency as to render the pro- 
posed enterprise against his land force impracti- 
cable. Yesterday General Porter arrived at this 
‘place with a body of volunteers and Indians, 
"Which had been previously assembled at Buffalo. 
Fu the event of such an attack as was contem- 
plated, this force would be of infinite serviee. At 
present they can only be employed to harass the 
'enemy. | 
` 55 Ihave the honor to be, &c. 
JOHN P. BOYD, 
Brigadier Gen'l Commanding. 


Hon. Joan Armstrong, Sec’ry of War. 


Letters from the Secretary of War to General 
Lewis, commanding at Sackett's Harbor. 


Extracts of a letter from the Secretary of War to Major 
General Lewis, dated 


War DEPARTMENT, July 9, 1813. 


“An order was expedited to General Dearborn, 
yesterday, permitting him to retire from the com- 
‘mand of the army and district. Another was sent 
to Boyd, forbidding him to engage in any affair 
with the enemy that could be avoided, and sub- 
Jecting him to the orders of Major General Hamp- 
ton and of yourself. This last (for Hampton is 
now the oldest officer in the district) was intend- 
ed to meet the contingency suggested in my last 
letter, viz: that if we regained the command of 
the Lake, and Yeo retired under the guns at 
Kingston, that this moment of superiority must 
not be lost, and that, bringing down Boyd’s divis- 
ion, a blow might be struck at that place. To 
"favor this enterprise, orders will be sent to Gene- 
Tal Hampton to push his headquarters to the po- 
“sition held by our army-the last campaign on 
:Lake Champlain ; and a requisition for ten thous- 

nd militia from the States of New York and 

'ermont, in reinforcement of this part of the plan, 
- Will be superadded. 


“The moment Chauncey gets out, our stores 
along the South shore of the Lake should be 
brought down tothe harbor, and, in that case, 
your small posts (consisting of regular troops,) 
drawn into your main body.” 


War Department, July 3, 1813. 


Sin: It is not merely possible, but probable, 
that the British fleet in Lake Ontario may, upon 
the fitting out of the General Pike, refuse a bat- 
ue, and take shelter under the guns of Kingston, 
until their new brig shall restore to them the su- 
periority, A question of much importance arises 
on this supposed state of things. What will he 
the best possible employment of our force during 
the period we may be able to command the Lake? 
Shall we reinforce the troops at Fort George from 
Sackett’s Harbor, and cut.off Vincent, or shall we 
bring from Fort George the mass of the division : 
there, and, uniting them to your present com- 
mand, attack the enemy at Kingston? If the lat- 
ter part of the alternative be adopted, two things 
must be done. A heavy body of militia should 
be assembled at Ogdensburg, to draw to that point 
the enemy’s attention, and General Hampton 
should move rapidly and in force against Mon- 
treal. Our assembled force at Sackett’s Harbor 
would amount to seven thousand men, independ- 
ently of thenaval means; Theenemy's land force 
at Kingston is about four thousand. Could a suc- 
cessful attack be made here, the fate of the.cam- 
paign is decided—perhaps that of the war. The 
object is great; but, in proportion as it is so, the 
means of effecting it ought to be well considered. 
From the sketches I have been able to procure of 
Kingston, and its vieinity, I have no doubt but 
that the attack should be made on the works 
which cover the battery on Navy Point. These 
gained, town, battery, and harbor, are all at your 
disereuon, Beware of dividing your attack ; con- 
fine it toa single point, but let that point bea 
commanding one. 

Believe me, General, very respectfully, &c. 

JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


Major Gen. Lewis, Sackett’s Harbor. 


Correspondence between the Secretary of War and 
Major General Harrison. 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to Gen. 
William H. Harrison, dated 


War Deeartment, March 5, 1813. 


“I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your despatches of the 11th and 20th ultimo. 

“ The suspension of your movement in advance 
appears to have been necessary; but, though this 
may be the case, your demonstrations against 
Malden should not cease. These you will make 
in such way as shall be best calculated to keep 
up the enemy’s alarm for the safety of that post, 
and of the ships of war wintering there. You 
will be more able to appreciate the value of this 
policy when I state, that we shall very soon be in 
motion on the Niagara and St. Lawrence. 
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“You did well in stopping the march of the 
two regiments from Ohio. To have added to 
your force, so long as your object is restricted to 
ihe maintenance of your present position, would 
have been a very useless expenditure of both pub- 
lic spirit and public money. 

“As your campaign is now at an end, and yet 
nearly approached to that which is coming, it 
may be proper to communicate to you the Presi- 

- dent's views in relation to your subsequent move- 
ments. 

“Tt would appear that Malden can only be suc- 
-cessfully approached by the route you are now 
"upon, at two seasons of the year—mid-Winter 
-and mid-Summer. The former is gone, and to 
` wait for the latter would be hardly less disastrous 
than defeat itself. What remains for us to do is, 
-to keep our present. ground till the Lake opens, 
-and then to approach our object by water, and 
. under convoy of the vessels of war building at 
- Presque Isle. These will be afloat and ready to 
. operate by the middle of May. By the same time 
beats for the transportation of the troops, a train 
‘of artillery; baggage, &c., may be constructed. 
‘Cleveland is believed to be the place best fitted 

for this purpose. It will also be made the depót 
for the troops to be employed on the expedition, 
which will be the 24th regiment now at Massac; 
and three of the twenty new regiments provided 
by an act of the session of Congress which closed 
yesterday. Two of these will be raised in the 
‘State of Ohio, and the third in that of Kentucky. 

“Whatever these troops may fall short of the 

. number and strength contemplated by the laws 
under which they shall be raised, must necessa- 
rily -be made up from militia and volunteers; 
whence wili arise the necessity of strictly attend- 

: ing to the progress of enlistments, so that, in the 

event of their failure, which may be readily fore- 
seen, time may be left for resorting to the other 
expedient.? 


War Department, March 7, 1813. 


Sm: Your letter of the 18th of February was, 
from some cause, delayed much beyond the usual 
course of the mail, and even some days after the 
receipt of your despatch of the 20th. 

You will find, by my letter of the 5th instant, 
the plan prescribed for your part of the ensuing 

.campaign ; and, to prevent any ill effect arising 
from its miscarriage, a second copy is herewith 
enclosed. It is probable that Colonels McArthur 
‘and Cass will both be promoted to the rank of 
Brigadier, and will be assigned to the command 
of the two brigades intended to form your division 
of the army. In the enumeration of corps mak- 
ing parts-of this division, I did not mention the 
two regiments of theline, the 17th and 19th, parts 
of which are already with you. The filling up of 
these would be an important service, and you are 
requested to promote it. If you are at ease with 
regard to the safety of your present post, against 
the attacks of the enemy, and have secured to 
yourseif the means of subsisting it, there can be 
no motive for either reinforcing it by new draughts 


from the militia, or retiring from it. If, on the $ 


other hand, your force should be so reduced as t 
make your stay perilous, without a further rein 
forcement, you may employ the two régiments 
raised in Ohio, or so many of them as may bene- 


cessary to ‘your object. If, again, the policy of © 


adding to your force be forbidden, by the diffeul- 
ty of subsisting it, and there arises a combination 
of both facts, viz: a want. of force to maintain 
your present position, and a want of means to 
subsist a larger one, in that case, and in that 
alone, you will retire to the frontier settlements, 
and interpose the wilderness between you and the 
enemy. 

These directions have not grown out of any sug- 
gestions to be found in your letters, but have been 
produced by a circumspection which it is always 
proper to extend beyond the mere limits of exist- 
ing circumstances. : 

I am, sir, with great respect, &e. 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 

Major Gen. W. H. Harrison; ^ 

Franklinton, Ohio. 


War Department, March 9, 1813, 

Sin: The Government have the intention of 
building a number of boats on Lake Erie, for the 
purpose of transporting troops on that Lake. 
Cleveland is the point farthest West, where any 
portion of these can be made with sufficient ex- 
pedition. If the whole could be made there the 
better. These boats will be of the kind known 
by the name of Schenectady boats, narrow, and 
sharp ahead, and flat-bottomed. They will carry 


from forty to fifty men each, with their baggage, . 


arms, and accoutrements, and provision for the 
voyage. It is proposed to commit the superin- 
tendence of this service to you, and to bestow 
upon you, pro hac vice, the staff appointment of 
Deputy Quartermaster General. If workmen 
cannot be found at Cleveland, and other places 
on the Lake, you will take them from Pittsburg. 
Such materials as you may want, other than those 
produced by the country itself, you will provide 
at Pittsburg, and have sent on without delay. 
Fands for this purpose will be put under your 
control, and you will be careful to make reports, 
weekly, of your progress. . 
Very respectfully, I am, sir, &c. 

JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Captain Jesur, Washington. : 


Extract of a letter from Major General William H. 
Harrison to the Secretary of Wer, dated 
HEADQUARTERS, CHILICOTHE, 

March 17, 1813. 
“The known candor of your character 15 a 

sufficient security for my receiving your par n 

for the liberty I take in making objections j^ "s 

plan of operations communicated in your ʻe 


of the 5th instant. If there is a positive certainty | 


of our getting the command of Lake Erie, àn 
having a regular force of sree 
hundred, or even three thousand, well discipli sh 
men, the proposed plan of setting out from U'e 
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." fand, and landing on the Northern shore, below 
. Malden, would, perhaps, be the one by which that 
place and its dependencies could be most easily 
redueed. Iam unacquainted with the extent of 
tlie preparations that are making to obtain the 
naval superiority upon Lake Erie; but should 
they fail, and the troops be assembled at Cleve- 
land, it would be difficult to get again upon the 

roper track for making the attack round the 
fread of the Lake. The attempt to cross the Lake 
from Cleveland should not be made with any 
other than well disciplined troops. A compara- 
‘tively smaller number of men of this description 
could effect the object, and for those the means 
of conveyance might be obtained; but the means 
‘of transporting such an army as would be requir- 
ed, of militia, or undisciplined regulars, could not 
be procured. T can see no reason why Cleveland 
should be preferred as the point of embarcation 
for the troops, or the deposite of provisions and 
‘stores. These are already accumulated at the 
rapids of Miami, or in situations to be easily sent 
thither, to an amount nearly equal to the con- 
sumption of a protracted campaign. Although 
the expense and difficulty of transporting the pro- 
visions, artillery, and stores for an army, rouod 
‘the head of the Lake, would be very considera- 
ble, the Lake being possessed by our ships, and 
` the heavy baggage taken in boats along its mar- 
‘gin, the troops would find no difficulty in the land 
route. The force contemplated in your letter is, 
in my opinion, not sufficient to secure success. 
Admitting that the whole should be raised by the 
time pointed out, they would be very little supe- 
rior to militia; the officers having, with scarcely 
an exception, to learn their duty before they could 
instruct their men; we have, therefore, no alter- 
mative, but to make up by numbers the deficiency 
in discipline. 

"I am well aware of the intolerable expense 
which attends the employment of a large militia 
force. Weare now, however, in a situation to 
‘avoid those errors which made that of the last 
campaign so peculiarly heavy. Our supplies are 
procured, and so deposited that the period for the 
march of the army from the advanced posts can 
be ascertained to an hour, and of course the 
troops need not be called out until the moment 
they are to act. Experience has convinced me 
that militia are more efficient in the early than 
in the latter part of their service. Upon the 
‘whole, it is my decided opinion that the rapids 
-of Miami should be the point of rendezvous for 
‘the troops, as well as the principal depot. fn- 
deed it must necessarily be the first deposite ; 
the provisions for the army being so placed that 
they ean be taken to the Lake in no other way. 
The artillery and a considerable supply of am- 
munition are already there. Boats and pirouges 
; have been built in considerable numbers on the 
` Aüglaize and St. Mary's rivers, and every exer- 
tion is now making to increase them, intended 
for the double purpose of taking down the pro- 
Visions to the rapids, and for coasting the Lake 
. With the baggage of the army in its advance. I 
had calculated upon being able partially to use 


this mode of transportation, even if the enemy 
should continue their naval superiority on the 
Lake; but, with this advantage on our side, the 
whole baggage of the army could be safely and 
expeditiously carried along the coast in the boats 
and pirouges, which could be taken into the strait 
to transport the army to the Canada shore. 

*As I have before observed, the army, unen- 
eumbered with heavy baggage, would find no 
difficulty in marching round the Lake at any sea- 
son, but what the enemy would create, and we 
have the means of subsistiag a force that would 
be irresistible. 

“The objections to proceeding this way, stated 
in my letter to Colonel Monroe, arose from the 
time that would be necessary to construct boats 
after we should have arrived at the strait; but 
this objection is entirely obviated by our obtain- 
ing the command of the Lake, as the boats and 
pirouges built upon the Miami will answer the - 
purpose. With regard to the quantum of force, 
my opinion is, that not only the regular troops 
designated in your letter, but a large. auxiliary 
corps of militia should be employed. The only 
objection arises from the expensiveness of troops 
of that description. This, however, could not 
be an object, considering the very short time that 
it would be necessary to employ them. Let the 
moment for the commencement of the march 
from the rapids be fixed, and the militia might 
be taken to that point, proceed and accomplish 
the object, and return home in two months. 

*Among the reasons which make it necessary 
to employ a large force, I am sorry to mention 
the dismay and disinclination tothe service which 
appears to prevail in the Western country ; num- 
bers must give that confidence which ought to be 
produced by conscious valor and intrepidity, 
Which never existed in any army in a superior 
degree than among the greater part of the militia 
which were with me through the Winter. "The 
new draughts from this State are entirely of an- 
other character, and are not to be depended upon. 
I have no doubt, however, but a sufficient num- 
ber of good men can be procured, and should 
they be allowed to serve on horseback, Kentucky 
would furnish some regiments that would be not 
inferior to those that fought at the river Raisin, 
aud they were, in my opinion, superior to any 
militia that ever took the field in modern times. 
Eight troops of cavalry have been formed in 
Kentucky to offer me their service; and several 
of them were intended for twelve months’ vol- 
unteers, Governor Shelby has some thoughts 
of taking the field in person—a number of good 
men will follow him. He thinks that an address 
from me to the people of the State would pro- 
duce a good effect. I have strong objections to 
those addresses, but will, nevertheless, have re- 
course to one, should other means fail of bring- 
ing forward a sufficient force. 

“Every exertion shall, in the meantime, be 
used, to forward the recruiting service; for a few 
weeks Í think that my services would be more 
useful in that than any other employment.” 

W. H. HARRISON. 
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War Department, April 4, 1813. 


Sır: Your despatch of the 17th ultimo, from 
Chillicothe, has been received, and I hasten to 
` repeat to you the views of the President, in rela- 
tion to the next campaign, and the injunctions 
growing out of these with regard to the employ- 
ment of militia, &c. 
. Our first object is to get a command of the 
Lakes. Means to accomplish this object have 
been taken, and we have the fullest assurance 
that, by the first day of June, it will be accom- 
plished. 

This fact assumed, there can be no longer a 
doubt by what means, or by what route, the divi- 
sion of the army assigned to you, ought to ap- 
proach Malden. A passage by water will carry 
you directly to the fortress you would attack, 
without impairing your strength by fatigue, or 
diminishing it by battle. A passage by land will, 
on the other hand, call for great efforts, and ex- 
pose you to great losses, which, if they do not 

stroy, will at least cripple you. The former 

will be easy, safe, and economical; the latter dif- 
ficult, dangerous, and enormously expensive. 

On the other supposition, that we fail to obtain 
the command of the Lake, a new question. will 
arise: whether the campaign shall take an offen- 
sive or defensive character? Be this question 
determined as it may, the utmost extent which 
can be given to the force employed, will be seven 
thousand effectives. 

Various reasons determine this point. The 
enemy have never had in the field, for the de- 
fence of Malden, more than two thousand men. 

Their number has, no doubt, been hitherto 
limited by their means of subsistence, and this 
cause is not likely to suffer any very material 
change in their favor during ihe ensuing cam- 
paign. More than seven thousand men, there- 
fore, would be unnecessary on our part. Again: 
to maintain a greater number would be imprac- 
ticable in the present state of the Treasury. 

It now remains only to signify to you, clearly 
and distinctly, the kind of force the Government 
mean hereafter to employ, in offensive operations, 
if it can be obtained. 

When the Legislature, at their last session, 
adopted the measure of augmenting the Army to 
fifty-two regiments of the line, it was expressly 
in the view of superseding, hereafter, the neces- 
sity of employing militia, excepting in moments 
of actual invasion. In obedience to this policy, 
the President assigned to the eighth military dis- 
trict of the United States four of these new regi- 
ments, which, if filled, and superadded to the two 
regiments of the line now in that district, and 
the 24th, in march for it, will givea total of seven 
regiments, or seven thousand men. This num- 
ber forbids the belief that any employment of 
militia draughts will be neeessary, when it shall 
have been collected. Till, however, this be done, 
or, at least, till time be given for the experiment, 
so many militia only are.to be called out as shall 
be necessary for the defence of your posts on the 
Miami, and of your depots of provision on the 
Lake. And, should the recruiting service go on 


less fortunately in the patriotic States of Ke 
tucky and Ohio than in other parts of the Uni 
you are, in that case, and in that case only, 
thorized to cal out so many militia draü 
will make good the deficiency, and, orga 
these, under the rules alrgady prescribed, await 


the further orders of the President in your camp . j 


at the Rapids. > 

To these orders I have to add, that you will 
regard it as your duty to keep this Department 
regularly and frequently informed of the actual 
condition of the troops under your command; as 
well in regard to equipment and supplies of pro- 
vision and ammunition, as to number, discipline, 
and health; and that your weekly and monthly 
reports shall include, also, the state of the ord- 
nance and quartermaster’s departments, noting 
particularly the number of horses and oxen em- 
ployed by both. You will readily perceive the 
necessity for giving this order, when I state that 


no return of any description, from your division: 


of the army, has ever been received at the Adju- 
tant General's office. 
new staff has been given to you. Captain Ad- 
ams has been appointed Assistant Adjutant Gen- 
eral, and Mr. Bartlett, Deputy Quartermaster 
General of your division. The Brigadier Gen- 
erals McArthur and Cass are employed in super- 
intending the recruiting service. A letter from 
the latter gives reason to believe that this 
go on well in the State of Ohio. 


I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedi- 


ent servant, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Major General HARRISON, p 
Commanding the 8th Military District. 


Extracts of a letter from Major General Harrison to 
the Secretary of War, dated 
Heapavarters, Camp Meigs, 
April 21, 1813. 

“ The plan for future operations, as laid down 
in your letter of the 4th, is, no doubt, the -best 
that could have been devised in the event. of the 
promised naval success, and a prosperous issue to 
the recruiting business. My measures will, there- 
fore be entirely directed to the prosecution of the 
campaign in that way. 


“There is nothing to be feared as to the ulte- 
g 


rior operations of the campaign. : 
* [ shall cause the movements of the enemy to 
be narrowly watched; but, in the event of their 


landing at Lower Sandusky, that post cannot be 


saved. I will direct it, in such an event, to be 
evacuated. The stores there are not of much 
consequence, excepting about five hundred stands 
of arms, which I will cause to be removed as 
soon as the roads are practicable; at present it 15 
impossible." 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to Ma- 
jor General William H. Harrison, dated 
War DerartmenT, May 8, 1812. 
“Your letters of the 21st and 25th ultimo.bave 
been received. I never meant that you, or your 
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aitillery, or stores for the campaign, now col- 
Jected at Fort Meigs, should be brought back to 
. Glexeland for embarcation. My intention was, 

that:the boats built there should move along the 
coast, in the wake of the fleet, to Sandusky, or 
to the very foot of the rapids, if that were prac- 
ticable and expedient, taking in, on. the route, 
what was wanted. The boats building and built 
by Major Jesup are not decked, but strong and 
high-sided, and very competent to the navigation 
of the Lake, particularly hetween the chain of 
islands and the west shore.” 


Extract of a letter from the same to the same. 
War Department, May 21, 1813. 


"Your future requisitions for ordnance stores 
will be governed by the quantity on hand at 
Fort Meigs and Franklinton, and by the number 
and calibers of the pieces you propose to take 
with you against Malden. Your whole train, if 
Iam well informed, amounts to thirty-five pieces, 
of which nine are eighteen pounders. 

«The 24th regiment was, on the 10th instant, 
at Lexington, (Kentucky,) on their way to Cleve- 
land. You will give it any other point of ren- 
dézvous you may think proper, and adopt such 
méans to assemble the other parts of your divis- 
ion as will be most advisable. On this head, 1 
would but suggest, that the arrangement which 
shall best mask your real design, and most im- 
press the enemy with a belief that your march 
to Malden will be by land, will be the best. 

“Clothing for the 26th, 27th, and 28th regi- 
ments, has been forwarded from Philadelphia. 

“The last accounts of the boats preparing by 
Major Jesup were favorable. That officer will, 
netessarily, report to you, and take your orders.” 


Extract of a letter from the same to the same. 
War DEPARTMENT, July 14, 1813. 


; “Orders have been sent to Captain Perry to 
communicate to you the naval movements, and 
to concert with you the necessary co-operations. 
Qf the militia, you are authorized to take 
what, in your judgment, will be necessary. Such 
: of the Kentucky militia as are in service would 
be better than a new draught. There is (of the 
`f Pennsylvania militia) one regiment at Erie, 
i armed, equipped, &c. These are subjected to 
your. command.” 


. War DEPARTMENT, Aug. 5, 1813. 
“Sir: The best interpretation of the late move- 
* ments of the enemy in your quarter, is, that De 
, Rottenberg has detached to the aid of Proctor 
~ between four and five hundred men, and that, 
With these, he is attempting to save Malden by 
attacking Fort Meigs. If this conjecture be well 
founded, it suggests the true policy on our part, 
* provided the flotilla was over the bar. Godi- 
E reetlj to Malden, and leave Mr. Proctor to amuse 
UE himself with Fort Meigs. There is no objection 
*E to your appointing the sergeants to other offices, 


pro tempore. Captain Butler has been appointed 
Major of the 32d regiment, and Lieutenant Mc- 
Gee, Captain in the 42d. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedi- 


ent servant, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Major General Harrison. 


Extract of a letter from Major General William H. 
Harrison, to the Secretary of War, dated 
HEADQUARTERS, SENECA Town, 

August 22, 1813. 

“I am exerting every nerve to complete my 

preparations for crossing the Lake as soon as I 

am reinforced by two thousand of the Kentucky 

militia. That number is indispensable, from the 

sickly state of the regular troops, of whom I 

shall think myself fortunate to take with me two- 

fifths of the aggregate amount.” 


Extract of a letter from Major General Harrison to the 
Secretary of War, dated 


HEADQUARTERS, SENECA Town, 
August 29, 1813. 

* I shall be able to embark, some day between 
the 10th and 15th proximo, with upwards of 
2,000 regular troops, and 3,000 militia. Every 
exertion has been, and is continued to be made, 
to prepare for the contemplated offensive opera- 
tions; but, as we could not navigate the lake until 
ourflotilla came up, noraccumulate at any point on 
its margin the stores that were at Upper Sandusky 
and Fort Winchester, during Proctor's late inva- 
sion, it will take the time I have mentioned be- 
fore the embarcation can be effected. It might be 
facilitated by moving the troops that are here, 
immediately to the lake, and then waiting for the 
Kentucky militia. But so extremely unhealthy 
is the whole of the Southern shore, from Huron to 
theriver Raisin, that the most fatal effects would 
follow the keeping the troops upon it, even for a 
few days. You can form a correct estimate of 
tbe dreadful effects of the immense body of stag- 
nant water, with which the vicinity of the Lakes 
abounds, from the state of the troops at Lower 
Sandusky. Upwards of ninety are reported on 
the sick list, out of about two hundred and twenty. 
Those at Fort Meigs are not much better.” 


Extract of a letter from Major General William H. 
Harrison to the Secretary of War, dated 
Heapauarters, Bass IsLAND, 
September 22, 1813. 
“The greater part of the troops are here with 
me, and the whole will, I believe, be up by twelve 
o'clock. Ishall proceed as far as the Middle Sis- 
ter, in the course of to-night and to-morrow, and, 
in the following night get so near the enemy’s 
coast as to land two or three miles below Malden, 
by eight o’clock in the morning. These pros- 
pects may, however, be retarded by adverse winds. 
Commodore Perry gives me every assistance in 
his power, but his crews were so much cul up in 
the late action, that he cannot navigate his vessels 
without the aid of my men.” 
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“War DEPARTMENT, SACKETT'S HARBOR, 
September 22, 1813. 

Sin : Information has reached me, through va- 

rious but unofficial channels, that Commodore 
- Perry had captured the whole of the British fleet 

on Lake Erie. 
much personal and public eongratulation. It en- 
ables you to make sure of Malden, and, as a sub- 
sequent measure, to carry your main body down 
to the lake, and by throwing yourself into De Rot- 
tenberg's rear, to compel him to quit his new po- 
sitions before Fort George. After General Wil- 
kinson shall have left that place, there will be 
found on the two sides of the Niagara a force 
amounting to three thousand men, who will be 
subjected to your orders. By giving this new 
direction to your operations, you will readily per- 
ceive of how much importance it is, in the upin- 
ion of the Executive, to be able to expel the ene- 
my from the country lying between the two lakes, 
Erie and Ontario, than to pursue the Indians into 
their woody and distant recesses. A few days 
will put us in motion from this point. 

Accept my best wishes, &c. 

^ JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
General Harrison. 


HEADQUARTERS, AMHERSTBURGH, 
September 21,.1813. 
Sir: D have the honor to inform you, that I 
landed the army under my command about three 
miles below this place, at three o'clock this even- 


ing, without opposition, and took possession of 


the town iu an hour after. General Proctor has 
retreated to Sandwich, with his regular troops 
and Indians, having previously burned the fort, 
navy yard, barracks, and public store houses. 
The two latter were very extensive, covering 
several acres of ground. I will pursue the enemy 
to-morrow, although there is no probability of 
overtaking him, as he has upwards of 1,000 horses, 
and we have not one in the army. I shall think 
myself fortunate to be able to collect a sufficiency 
io mount the general officers. It is supposed 
here that General Proctor intends to establish 
himself upon the river French, forty miles from 
Malden. 
I have the honor to be, &e. 
WM. HENRY HARRISON. 
Joun Armstrong, Esq., Secry War. 


Extract of a letter from Major General William H. 
Harrison to the Secretary of War, dated 


HEADQUARTERS, MORAVIAN TOWN, 
on the river Thames, Oct. 5, 1814. 

“I have the honor to inform you that, by the 
blessing of Providence, the army under my com- 
mand has, this evening, obtained a complete vic- 
tory over the combined Indian and British forces, 
under the command of General Proctor. I be- 
lieve that nearly the whole of the enemy's regu- 
lars are taken or killed; amongst the former are 
all the superior officers, except General Proctor. 
My mounted men are now in pursuit of him. 
Our loss is very trifling." 


Extract of a letter from Major General Harrison to th 


mand of Brigadier General McArthur, has been: 
for some days waiting at this place for the neces~ . 
sary provisions to proceed to Lake Michigan. I: 

am sorry to inform you, however, that, from the 
effects of a violent storm, there is now no pros- . iE 
pect of accomplishing that desirable object, the 
reduction of Michilimackinae, this season. It 
with the greatest regret I inform you, that it is 
almost reduced to a certainty, that two of our 
schooners have been lost on Lake Erie, the Chip- 
pewa and Ohio; the former loaded with the 
baggage of the troops from Bass Island, the latter 
with flour and salt provisions from Cleveland.” - 


If this be true, it is a matter of? 


Secretary of War, dated : 


HEADQUARTERS, Detroit, Oct. 16, 4813, 
“A detachment of the army, under the com- 


“Upon a consultation with the two Brigadiérs, 


and Commodore Perry and Captain Elliot, it E 


was unanimously determined that the season is 
too far advanced to attempt. an expedition to 


Mackinack, if it were not commenced in twoor $ 
three days, and there was no hopes of supplies . 


being obtained in that time. 

“Tt is generally believed here, that General 
Proctor despatched an order to the commanding 
officer at Mackinack, to destroy the post, and re- ^ 
treat by the way of Grand River. 
it is not a matter of much importance to have 


that place in our possession during fhe Winter, - 4 


cut off as it is from a communication with the 
rest of the world.” 


SackeTT's Hanzon, Oct. 20, 1813. 

Sin: The enemy’s corps before Fort George 
broke up their cantonments on the 9th, and. 
marched rapidly for Burlington Bay, which he 
reached on the 1lth. By taking this route he 
may intend to reinforce Proctor on the river 
French, or Kingston, at the head of the St. Law- 
rence. He was apprized of the abandonment of .. 
Malden on the fifth. . 

We are, perhaps, too remote to profit by each 
other’s suggestions ; but it does not appear to me 
that Sandwich is the point at which Proctor will 
stop, if you pursue him. From Point aux Pins, 
on Lake Erie, there is a good road, to Chatham, 
on the Thames; the distance is not more than 
twenty-four miles. Were this gained, and tra- 
velled back to Sandwich, the enemy’s means for 


'| subsistence might be destroyed, and himself com- 


pelled to surrender. But of the practicability of 
this, you are the best judge. My opinion is sug- 
gested by the map. 
The first division of this army sailed two days 
ago. The second and the reserve follow to-day. 
Yours, with great respect, i 
J. ARMSTRONG. 
Major General Harrison. 


| Extract of a letter from Major General Harrison to the. 


Secretary of War, dated 
Heavavanters, Enis, Pa., Oct. 21, 1813. 
* Soon after my letter to you of the 16th in- 
stant was written, I was informed that a special 


At any rate; ‘ifp 


w 


` 9897. 


APPENDIX. 


2398. 


Failure of the Northern Army. 


messenger, with despatches from you, had left 
Bass Island in the schooner Chippewa, which had 
been driven from the mouth of the Detroit river 
in 3.viólent storm; and from the circumstance 
of a quantity of baggage, belonging to the officers, 
which was known to be on board, being found on 
the lake shore, she was believed to have been lost. 
As I had nearly eompleted the arrangement fora 
suspension of hostilities with the Indians, although 
I had no information as to the movement of the 
army on Lake Ontario, I determined to embark 
General McArthur’s brigade, and the battalion of 
the United States’ riflemen, and proceed with 
them down the lake, until I could receive some 
certain information of the movements of thearmy 
under General Wilkinson, and what was expect- 
ed from me. Larrived here this morning, with 
Commodore Perry, in the Ariel, having left the 
remainder of the fleet at Bass Island. It is pro- 
bable they will be here this evening, when we 
shall immediately proceed to Buffalo." 


Extract of a letter from Major General Harrison to the 
Secretary of War, dated ; 

|: Heapavarrers, BurraLo, Oct. 24, 1813. 

'* T have this moment landed at this place, from 
on board the schooner Ariel, which is one of the 
seven vessels with which I left Detroit, having 
on board the greater part of McArthur’s brigade, 
and the detachment of United States’ rifle regi- 
ment, under Colonel Smith. The other vessels 
are all, I believe, in sight, and will be up in a 
.' short time. The aggregate number of troops 
with me is about thirteen hundred, but not more. 
than one thousand fit for duty. Before this 
reaches you, you no doubt will be informed of 
the loss of your messenger, Captain Brown, with 
the despatches that were intrusted with him. 
Not having received your directions, and being 
entirely ignorant of the state of our military ope- 
rations in this quarter, I was much at a loss to 
know how to proceed; but believing that Gene- 
ral Cass with his brigade would be able to secure 
Detroit, and our adjacent conquests, after having 
concluded an armistice with a greater part of the 
hostile tribes, I concluded that I could not do bet- 
ter than to move down the lake with the remain- 
ing part of the troops. A part of McArthur's 
brigade is still at Bass Island, where they were 
left for the want of means of conveyance; and a 
considerable portion of their baggage was also 
lett from thesame cause. Means, however, have 
been taken to collect, and bring them on. 

“I shall move down the troops immediately to 
Fort George, where I shall await your orders un- 
less-an opportunity should previously occur of 
striking at the enemy. The information I bave 
received here of the situation and movements of 
the enemy, on the head of Lake Ontario, is vague 
and contradictory.” l 


* 
War Department, WirNA, Oct. 30, 1813. 
Sin: LE have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letters of the fifth and of the twenty- 
fourth instant. — 


The despateh by Captain Brown,,and which 
with him was lost in Lake Erie, suggested, as 
an ulterior movement, the coming down to the 
Niagara river, putting yourself on the right and 
rear of De Rottenberg’s position before Fort 
George; while General McClure, with his brig- 
ade of militia, volunteers, and Indians, should 
approach them in front. The enemy seems to 
have been aware of this, or of some similar move- 
ment, as he began his retreat on the ninth, and 
did not stop until he had gained the head of Bur- 
lington Bay, where I understand, by report, he: 
yetis. This is his last strong hold in the pen- 
insula. Routed from this, he must surrender, or 
make his way down Lake Ontario to Kingston. 
His force is estimated at twelve or fifteen hun- 
dred effectives. The capture or destruction of 
this corps would be a glorious finale to your cam- 
paign. Our operations in this quarter are but 
beginning, at a time when they ought to have 
ended. 

I shall go on slowly towards Utica, wüere Í 
may have the pleasure of seeing Adjutant Gen- 
eral Gaines. 

I am, sir, very respectful, your obedient 


servant. 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to Gen- 
eral Harrison, dated 


BoowsviLLE, November 3, 1813. 


* [ have fortunately met Colonel Gaines on the 
way to his regiment. The deputy paymaster 
shall have orders to attend to the brigade you 
have brought with you. Captain Butler will act 
as your Assistant Adjutant General, and shall re- 
ceive an appointment as such. The officers of- 
the several corps composing your division, (as 
well those at Fort George as of General Cass's 
brigade) not indispensable to the command of 
the troops now ia the field, should be immedi- 
ately despatched on the recruiting service. I need 
not invoke your attention to a subject so impor- 
tant to the early and successful opening of the 
next campaign, and to the extent and character 
of your particular command. Will the whole of 
Cass’s brigade be wanted to the Westward? In 
the event of a peace with the savages, a less force 
will be sufficient; and to hasten and secure this 
event, the present impressions must be seized. 
Of the warriors suing for peace, one or more 
should be sent by the nearest route, and by the. 
most expeditious mode, to the Creek Nation. 
The story of their defeat by you, and subsequent 
abandonment by the British, communicated by 
themselves, would probably have a decided effect 
on their red brethren of the South, and save us 
the trouble and expense of beating them into a 
sense of their own interest. When I wrote to 
you from Wilna, it was doubtful whether our 
attack would be made directly upon Kingston or 
upon Montreal. Reasons exist for our preferring 
the latter course, and have probably determined 
General Wilkinson to go down the St. Lawrence. 
In this case, the enemy will have, at Kingston, 
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besides his fleet, a garrison of twelve to fourteen 
“hundred men. Had we nota corps in the neigh- 
borhood, these might do mischief, and even render 
insecure the Winter station of our fleet. To pre- 
vent this it is deemed advisable to draw together, 
at Sacketw’s Harbor, a considerable military force. 
There are now at that post between four and five 
hundred men of all deseriptions—sick, convales- 
cent, and effective. Colonel Scotts detachment 
(about seven hundred) are on their march thither; 
and it is barely possible that Colonel Randolph’s 
(not arriving in time to move with the army) 
may be there also. This does not exceed three 
hundred and fifty. McArthur’s brigade added to 
these, will make a force entirely competent to our 
object. To bring this brigade down the lake you 
must have the aid of the fleet, which will be 
readily given by Commodore Chauncey. On 
this point I shall write to him, and suggest a com- 
munication with you in relation to it. 

."'This new disposition will render necessary 
tlie employment of so many of the militia and 
volunteers, now in service under General Mc- 
Clure,.as you may deem competent to the safe- 
kéeping of Forts George and Niagara, and their 
dependencies." 


HEADQUARTERS, Newark, 
November 16, 1813. 


Sin: Commodore Chauncey, with the fleet, 
arrived here yesterday morning, and informed 
me that he was ready to receive the troops to 
convey them down the Lake; and that the sea- 
son Was so far advanced, rendering the naviga- 
tion dangerous to the smaller vessels, that it was 
desirable they should be embarked as expedi- 
tiously as possible. Asa very small part of the 
militia and volunteers iad arrived, and the situ- 
ation of Sackett’s Harbor appearing to me to re- 
quire immediate reinforcement, I did not think 
proper to take upon myself the responsibility of 
postponing the departure of the troops for the 
lower part of the lake, conformably to the diree- 
tions contained in your letter of the third instant. 

The information I received yesterday from 
two respectable citizens, that were taken near 
Fort Meigs, in June last, and who made their 
escape in an open boat from Burlington, con- 
firms me in the propriety of sending them off. 
These men state the troops were hurrying to 
Kingston from York as fast as possible. The 
regulars going down in boats, and the militia 
bringing the latter back. 

The troops are now all embarked, and under 
the eommand of Colonel Smith, who is an offi- 
cer in whose capacity and bravery the greatest 
reliance may be placed. 

I shall set out this evening for the seat of Gov- 
ernment. 

I have the honor to be, wita the highest con- 
sideration, sir, your humble servant, 


WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON. 


Hon. Joun ARMSTRONG, s 
Secretary of War. 


Correspondence with Governor Shelby in rela: 
tion to the Northwestern campaign, 
FRANKFORT, August 1, 1813, | 

Sır: A few days ago I was honored with a 
letter from General Harrison, under date o£ the 
20th ultimo, by his Aid-de-camp, Major Trimble. 
In it he says, that * he had just received a letter 
from the Secretary of War, authorizing him to 
call from the neighboring States such numbers of 
militia as he might deem requisite for the ensu- 
ing operations against Upper Canada.” In pur- 
suance of that power, he has made a requisition 
on the Government of Kentucky for reinforce- 
ments, and has referred me to Major Trimble for 
information, &c., and has, in warm terms, soli- 
cited my taking the field in person. Much delay 
would have been the inevitable consequence -of 
erdering out the militia as infantry, in the ordi- 
nary mode, by draught. As mounted volunteers, 
a competent force can, I feel confident, be easily: 
raised. I have, therefore, appointed the 3lst of 
this month, at Newport, in this State, for a gen- 
eral rendezvous of mounted volunteers. 

I have the honor of enclosing, for the informa- 
tion of the President, a copy of my address to 
the militia of this State on the occasion. A 

The prospect of acting efficiently against Up 
per Canada will, I have no doubt, call forth a 
large force to our standard, and they will be im- 
mediately marched to the headquarters of the 
Northwestern army, in such bodies as will best 
facilitate their movements; when there they can 
act as foot or mounted, as circumstances may 
require. i 

I shall take great pleasure to hear from the 
President on this subject, previous to my depar- 
ture from this place, and I request the favor of 
you to lay this letter immediately before him for 
his consideration, and that you will be pleased 
to apprize me of the result by the earliest con- 
veyance. E 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your 


obedient servant, 
ISAAC SHELBY. 


Hon. JOHN ARMSTRONG, 
Secretary of War. 


Rep Hook, Norra River, 
August 21, 1813. 


Sig: I had the honor of receiving your Ex- 
cellency’s letter of the 1st of August, by the 
Southern mail of yesterday, and of learning from 
the War Office that a copy of it had been for- 
warded to the President for his consideration and 
orders. These will be communicated to your 
Excellency as promptly as possible. ` 

I have the honor to be, &c. , 

JOHN ARMSTRONG. 

His Ex'cy the Governor or KENTUCKY. 

Norz.—lt is understood that it was not until the 
receipt of the above at the War Office, for transmis: 
sion to Kentucky, that Governor: Shelby’s lettet. was 
sent to the President. 
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ET "Wan Orrvice, September 27, 1813. | nance and fixed ammunition belonging to the’ 
|. Sin: In the absence of the Secretary of War, | artillery were only to leave Albany on the fifth, 
- [have the honor to inform your Execelleney that and the latter for the infantry Is not yet on its 

the President has been pleased to approve your | Way, notwithstanding my order to Major Bom- 
arrangements, in substituting volunteers for the ford, as early as the 12th or 15th of August ; and 
detached militia required by General Harrison. | Without it I shall be fifty rounds a man short, 
The term. of service for the detachment under | having now less than fifty, including those in the 
your. Excellency must depend on the arrange- | cartridge boxes. But what is worse than all, the 
ments of the commanding General, to whom you | Quartermaster General's arrangement for the 
ate referred for the necesssary information rela- land transportation is shaped to the 20th, and can-. 
tive to their duty, and the points where your | not be met at an earlier day. "m 
troops will be expected to operate. A descent by water, and direct attack on the 
It will be proper for your Excelleney to keep | Isle aux Noix, is out of the question. It isa 
up.a correspondence with General Harrison. place of immense strength, and cannot be. ap- 
This is rendered the more necessary, as the sev- proached but by a decided superiority of naval 
eral requisitions which have been made by him strength. This Commodore McDonough does 
for volunteers and militia have not been aceu- | Dot pretend to assume in the narrow waters. He 
rately reported: to the War Office; and it is pos- has this morning been explicitly consulted upon 
sible he may find it advisable to discharge a part | that point. Our approach must be by the Plains 
of your force before they reach the frontier. of Acadia. I have directed a monthly. return to 
. n the present critical period of the campaign, be enclosed. Our strength will ‘be less than 4,000 
it seems advisable to submit all further arrange- | effectives. Lane and Leonard’s regiments have 
` ments to General Harrison, under theinstructions | Comme on, with mumps and measles upon them, 


he-has received from the President through the : totally destitute of the least instruction. Too 
Seeretary of War. E must not be expected from us. All.ac- 


. With perfect respect, I have the honor to be, | Counts concur in representing the force of the 


" dient humb! t, enemy at more than 5,000, exclusive of three 
im preme "DANIEL PARKER, ' | battalions of incorporated militia (twelve months? 


men) stationed at the Cedars and Cascades, some 
distance up the St. Lawrence. If any bave 
gone to Kingston, they have been detaehed from 
these points. These battalions consist of 400 
men each. ; 

I shall expect information from you respecting 
the state of things above, but shall not wait 


C. C. War Department. 
. His Ex’ey Isaac Suecsy, 
Governor of Kentucky. 


Correspondence between the Secretary of Wag 
and Major General Hampton. 
l SEPTEMBER 1, 1813. 


Dear Sır: Prevost has gone up to the head of 
the-Lake; Yeo has followed him. The object 
is either to attack Boyd, or to draw Wilkinson to 
the West, and spin out the campaign, without 
either giving or receiving blows of decided char- | i 
aeter. In either case, his [Prevost’s]} rear is man- | 
ifestly neglected, and we must not lose the ad- 
vantage he presents for attacking it. Wilkinson 
has gone on to Fort George to baffle Prevost, (if 
the former be his object,) and to bring off the 
army, should the other be manifestly his inten- 
tion. If Chauncey beat Yeo, Sir George’s case 
will be desperate. This is the pivot on which 


moment for it after Iam ready. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
most obedient servant, E 
W. HAMPTON. 
Hon. JOHN ARMSTRONG, 
Secretary of War. 


SackETT's HARBOR, Sept. 13, 1813. 
Sır: Your letter of the 7th instant has been 
received. Chauncey probably fought a batile on 
the 11th instant. A heavy cannonade was dis- 
tinctly heard at this place for several hours, and 
a boat from Great Sodus states e an engage- 
n : ment between the fleets took place off Presque 
a rene eM RES C ` Isle, on the northern shore of AA Lake. (Presque 
; A : JOHN ARMSTRONG. | Isle is nearly opposite to Great Sodus.) We are 
anxiously looking forthe result. Had Chauncey 
x | been beaten, or so crippled as to make it neces- 
Camp, NEAR BURLINGTON, sary for him to go into port, we should have seen 
‘ September 7, 1813. | him here before to-day. His absence and his 
Sir: Your letter of the 1st instant came to | silence gives us, therefore, an assurance that what-. 
hand by express last evening. My dispositions | ever may have been the issue of the battle, it has 
fora movement had been shaped to meet the ar- | not disabled him from covering the intended 
rangement communicated in my letter of the | movement of the troops. f 
31st ultimo; but I called together the Heads of Our information differs widely from yours as 
epartments this morning to know how far it | to the strength of the enemy at Montreal and its 
-would be practicable to anticipate that which | dependencies. A deserter from a British de- 
you had indicated in your despatch of the 29th, | tachment of three hundred men, moving from 
and it was found impracticable. Montreal to Kingston, and who left them near 
Learned?s regiment has not arrived. The ord- | the head of the rapids, came to this post the day 
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before yesterday. He states that the whole reg- 
ular force near Montreal does not exceed one 
thousand effectives,and that but three hundred 
invalids have been left at Quebec. This agrees 
with information received through other chan- 
nels less direct, and perliaps less correct than 
yours. 

From General Wilkinson I have not heard a 
syllable since his arrival at Fort George, which 
was on the 4th instant, He must now be on the 
point of moving. : 

The 10th.and 32d regiments are in march for 
Plattsburg. The latter was destined for this 
place, but learning that it could not leave Phil- 
adelphia. before the 12th, I have given to it the 
shorter march and nearer scene of action. 

It is much to be regretted that our naval means 
on Lake Champlain should have fallen so far 
short of their object. To our operations an as- 
eendency in the narrow parts of the Lake is of 
infinite momeni. A well chosen position on the 
plains is the alternative of most promise. It 
may-keep the different corps of the enemy in a 
state of separation. 

With great respect, I am, sir, your most obedi- 
ent and very humble servant, 

: JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Major General Hamrron. 


HEADQUARTERS, CUMBERLAND HEAD, 
September 15, 1813. 
Sır: I have got my forces nearly concentrated 
at this point; and, with McDonough’s aid, have 
put a stopper on the lake, which insures tran- 
quillity while my operations are going on. All 
now depends on the Quartermaster General, and 
I believe he will surmount every obstacle. I 
shall soon be ready. Iam, &c. 
WADE HAMPTON. 
Hon. Secretary or WAR. 


Sacxerr’s HARBOR, Sept. 19, 1813. 
Dear Genera: Chauncey has chased’ Yeo 
round the lake, and obliged him to take shelter in 
Kingston. The Commodore has now gone up to 
Fort George to bring down the troops. We are 
ready at this point toembark. It may, perhaps, 
be the 30th before our forces will be assembled 
and in motion. Your movements may of course 

be somewhat delayed ; say to the 25th or 26th. 
-It is believed in Kingston that Sir George 
Prevost is about going to Quebec. Will he not 

stop at Montreal? Yours. faithfully, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
General Hampron. 


a a 


HEADQUARTERS, LITTLE Cuazey, 
September 22, 1813. 
Sin: At 60'clock, P. M., on the 19th, I dropped 
down with the army from Cumberland Head for 
the shore near this place; and landed at 12 o'clock 
at night, and an hour after had the light corps of 
the army in motion against the advanced posts of 


the-enemy—Snelling's command against a post 


a little over the line, on the lake shore, and Ham- 
ilton's against Odletown. The blow was.to have 
been struck at the dawn, and the corps were to 
unite at the latter place, twelve miles distant. 
Both corps were misled by their guides. Snel- 
ling finding himself out of his way for the first 
point, pushed for the second; and ag Hamilton 
had taken a circuit to get below it, Snelling ar- 
rived first and fell upon the picket in a house, 
which he killed or took, except two or three, and 
the main body escaped. 

Hamilton arrived soon after ; the army joined 
them a little after nine. A few desperate Indians 
continued to lurk about the distant bushes, and 
frequently crawled up and fired upon our sentries 
during the day and the succeeding night. 

One was killed.on his post in the dark, and two 
or three others wounded. They were frequently 
drove off and the thickets scoured, but they con- 
tinued to hover around as long as we staid. The 
army had on their backs five days’ provisions, 
and my intention was to push through the wood, 
remove all obstructions, and repair the roads for - 
our supplies, artillery, baggage, &c., which was 
to follow; but an insurmountable difficulty oc- 
curred, which at once defied all human exertion: 
the drought had been uncommon, and F had some 
doubts of the practicability -of procuring water 
for the troops, horses, and teams; but the points 
of Odletown, La Cole, and the river La Cadia, 
were represented to me as a sure resource. 

The troops, however, soon dried up the wells 
and springs of Odletown, and the beds of La Cole: 
and La Cadia are represented, from an authority’ 
not to be questioned, to be dry. The troops 
began to suffer extremely, and the few cavalry and 
artillery horses that arrived were obliged to be 
sent back to Champlain, a distance of four miles, 
for water. The difficulty began to produce effects 
the most to be dreaded. 

It was not a time to hesitate. "The general 
staff and commanding officers of the corps were 
called together, and there was but one voice. 

The Chataugay route was adopted. It was 
circuitous, but afforded water, and was practica- 
ble in less time, all obstructions in the other con- 
sidered. 

The army fell back in the afternoon of the 21st, 
and encamped at Champlain. 'The Chataugay 
road takes.off near this place, and the army will 
advance on it seven miles this afternoon. "The 
baggage is now advancing on it. I hope to arrive 
at Chataugay on the evening of the 24th.. I can 
from thence join you at any point you may ad- 
vise on the St. Lawrence. My object is Cog- 
nawaga, opposite to La Chine, about forty miles 
from Chataugay, and ten from Montreal. Ihave 
my guides, and information I can rely upon. This’ 
position will present three points. If I do not: 
hear from you I can take either, or hold fast, as: 
circumstances shall indicate. Vb d 

My first movement was unexpected to the ene- 
my; must draw him into some confusion ; and 
will pass as a feint so soon as he hears of my route: 
to Chataugay. My force is less numerous than 
I expected. It is raw, and of a description that 
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will be forever falling off. All I ean say, is, it 


shall have all the capacity I can give it. ` 
` Ihave the honor to be, sir, 


your most obedient servant. 
: W. HAMPTON. 


. P.S. Since writing I find that all the corps 
before morning, and 
that it will be the 25th before we reach Chatau- 


eannot leave this ground 


gay. pO W.H. 
Hon. J. Armsrrone, Sec’ry of War. 


eh Sacxert’s HARBOR, Sept. 25, 1813. 
. Sin: Your letter of the 22d instant was deliver- 
ed to me last night. 
this place on the 18th, 


tion of the troops from 
twenty-first he had not arrived there; the effect, 
I suppose, of adverse winds. This circumstance 
will necessarily bring after it a delay in the exe- 
cution-of our joint operations, and will indicate 
the propriety of your not advancing beyond Ma- 
lone, ‘or the Four Corners, until you have advice 
of.our movement. The distance from this place 
to Malone is about one hundred and thirty miles. 
Am express ean reach you in thirty hours, and 
will, of course, enable you to gain the village of 
Cognawaga as early as may be proper. You will 
give such direction to the militia corps assembling 
or assembled at Plattsburg as you may think most 
advisable. ] 

Tam, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient 


servant, 
oe JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Major General Hampron. 


Heavauarrers, Pomeroy’s, 
13 miles from Chataugay, Sept. 25, 1813. 
Sin: I had this morning, at three o'clock, the 
honor to receive your letter of the 19th, and find- 
ing so much time on my hands, the idea has oc- 
curred, that a. great advantage may arise from a 
‘closer view of our means, and the clearest possible 
concert and understanding in their application. 
Of every matter and thing, relating to mine, 
Colonel Atkinson will give you as full an idea as 
if you had been with me for the last five days. 
When you shall have reflected fully upon them, 
my arrangements and ideas, your indications can 
be made with more precision and confidence. 
The perfect rawness of the troops, with the 
exception of not a single platoon, has been a 
source of much solicitude to the best informed 
among us. This solicitude has.not been removed 
by the first experiment. Everythng was done, 
to be sure, that ought to have been done; but not 
in that style which the example of a Snelling, a 
Hamilton, &c., ought to have inspired in the 
movements of even the light corps. We want a 
little more mereury, in the ranks, at least. Can 
you let me have the first dragoons, and one more 
veteran battalion? At all events let me have 
ane and Haig, that I may have their local as 
. Well as their constitutional ardor. 


very respectfully, 


Commodore Chauncey left 
in the intention of running 
up to Fort George, and covering the transporta- 


that point to this. On the | YOU real point of attack, than any other. 


But the great-object of this letter is, a full and 
distinct view and understanding on both sides. 
All I need say is, that whatever part shall'be ' 
assigned to me, in the general plan, shall be exe- 
cuted to the utmost extent of my ability and 
power. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient 


and very humble servant, 
W. HAMPTON. 
Hon. J. Armstrona, Sec’ry of War. 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to Major 
General Hampton, dated . 
Wan DEPARTMENT, Sept. 28, 1813. 

The position you have taken is betteicalcülated 
to keep up the enemy's doubts, with regard to 
Hold 
it fast till we approach you. In the present state 
of the campaign we ought to run no risks by sep- 
arate atack, when combined ones are practica- 
ble and sure. Had you been able to have broken 
down the head of their defences, and seized the 
banks of the St. Johns at the Rapids, you would 
have bothered his Knightship considerably ; but, 
on the whole, the Western movement is to be 
preferred, because in it there is safety and cons 
cert, and in the meantime enough to render his 
attention to different points necessary, and of 
course to keep his forces in a state of division. 

The moment the enemy left the upper parts of 
the Chesapeake, I ordered Pickens. with his bat- 
talion of the tenth, to join you. A battalion of 
the thirty-second-has similar orders. 


HEADQUARTERS, CHATAUGAY, 
October 4, 1813. 

Dear Sir: No change of importance in my 
affairs has occurred since my last, by Colonel At- 
kinson ; but, as there are several of minor consid- 
eration, I have judged that a detailed view of 
them might be of some use, at the moment of 
your arranging, with our commanding General, 
the main case of the proposed operations. 

The road to Plattsburg will be completed to- 
day, and is a perfect turnpike. The artillery, 
consisting of eight six-pounders, one twelve, and 
one howitzer, tolerably appointed and found, has 
arrived. Ihave buta small stock of provisions 
on hand, but have the most pointed assurance 
from Colonel Thomas, the Quartermaster Gen- 
eral, that a supply of sixty days of bread and flour 
will arrive, at once, in the course of three or four 
days. I have only from forty to fifty rounds of 
musket cartridges with me, but this convoy will 
make the supply an hundred, and give to the 
artillery all it requires in reserve. The supply 
of salted provisions will not exceed one fourth of 
the proportion of flour; but we have, and can 
have, an unlimited supply of good beef cattle, 
Brigadier General Parker is at Plattsburg, hast- 
ening my supplies, and presiding over some ar- 
rangements that were thought necessary, I have 
directed the commencement of a petty war, or 
invasion of the lines, atand near Lake Champlain, 


I by Colonel Clark, who has some volunteers, and 
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Brigadier General Fasset, (our colonel,) who has, 
at:miy instance, called out his brigade of militia. 
’ Phe latter, I understand, turn out but badly ; but 
-they will make together, I suppose, from six hun- 
dred to a thousand men. There has been incul- 
cated, by the artifices of the British, a shameful 
and eorrupt neutrality on the lines, for the pur- 
pose of gain. I have directed these officers to 
break:the truce; and, should other means fail, to 
act the part of the mischievous urchin, who, to 
et two peaceable tabbies at “making the fur 
fly,’ held them up together by the tails. To be 
serious, it is really time each individual shall take 
his side, and that traitors to either should meet 
their due reward. What Iam aiming at, how- 
ever, is tranquillity on the road, by kicking up a 
dust on the lines. It will also create a division 
at a proper point. Of Hopkins’s militia, but 
about two hundred and fifty have arrived, and 
not more than fifty or sixty of them have con- 
weüted to pass the line. Such as refused, General 
Patker was authorized to keep on the lines be- 
low, and to excite all the alarm he could, with 
themand the Vermonters. The change of habits 
has produced more sickness among my raw sol- 
diers than I expected. I believe the number has 
accumulated at this place to three hundred, and 
Yam afraid will increase. The enemy is in con- 
siderable force, about twelve or fourteen miles 
distant: He made an attack on one of my out- 
posts, with three or four hundred regulars, and as 
many Indians, on the afternoon of the first instant, 
but he fell into bad hands. He found Snelling 
well posted with his own and Wool’s corps. The 
attack was made with the Indians, and the regu- 
lars lay in ambush; but Snelling dashed upon 
them. with such rapidity upon their flanks, that 
they all scampered away together. Lieutenant 
Nash, of the thirty-third regiment, and one man, 
were killed, and one wounded. If the Indians lost 
any, they carried them off. 
` . The Indians still hover about us, aud shoot at 
Par senties. The St. Regis people are poor 
—1s. 
Ihave written in much haste, and have neither 
time for correction nor copying. You must take 


ference to individuals; but to the heart ‘of every 
man. The point and movement of our juaction 
is all important: and that, and not the moment 
of my departure from hence, ought to be indica» 
ted; because I ought to be the best judge of the 
time necessary to surmount the obstacles in the 
way. Between this and Cognawaga, much work 
on the road is necessary, and I ought to advance 
upon it two or three days earlier than might be 
judged necessary on a smooth and solid road. 
By seizing and holding strong positions in my 
front, the work could progress in my rear, with- 
out incurring risk, until I arrived within a strik- 
ing distance. You have said “hold fast,” and it 
might be considered precipitate to advance be- 
fore I hear, at least, that the Rubicon is passed 
above. These are points for your consideration, 
and those with you who guide the general move- 
ment. You have not sent me the two hundred 
mounted dragoons. "Their presence, on. ground 
the possession of which I do not despair of gain- 
ing, added to a force of four thousand effective 
infantry, and a well appointed train, oughtto in- 
spire you with some relianee upon our army, 
new as itis. ‘High pretensions.have been avoid- 
ed; but the moment has-arrived when itis, per- 
haps, necessary for us to be.estimated at as much 
as we are worth. A 

The tenth is at hand, and is included. in the 
estimate. It is believed the militia may. serve 
for escorts to what must follow us. 

Colonel Clark is carrying on his small war, on. 
the lines, with all the effect contemplated. The 
enemy’s motley force have every where. nearly 
disappeared. He is concentrating, no doubt, on 
points in my way, or on the river. à 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully 
and truly, your obedient servant, 

W. HAMPTON. 

Gen. ARMSTRONG, Sec’y of War. 

We had an intelligent deserter of the regiment 
of Canadian fencibles. He states the enemy’s 
force near us, at three thousand men; büt, when 
put to the detail, gave it as follows: 

Thirteenth regiment—two flank compan- 


k ! ies and part of a battalion -^ - - 300 
it for better or for worse. 1 will only entreat | Muron!s French regiment, two flank com- 
you to. regard it in any other light than that of | — panies i c. ew B08 
an official communication. You may, however, | Canadian fencibles, Colonel Robinson - 150 
no less rely upon all the information it conveys. | Colonel Shaburry’s command, voltigeurs 

l am, sir, very respectfully and truly, your! and Indians, and some fencibles . 700 


obedient humble servant, ` 


: E cd cuam m gn 
W. HAMPTON. Two battalions of incorporated militia 


—— 


"The whole commanded by Col. Williams — 2,110 


——— 


Hon. JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


Sir George had gone along to Montreal. He 
brought down thirty-six boats and about six hun- 
dred troops, included in the above. ` 


HEADQUARTERS, CHATAUGAY, 
October 12, 1813. 

Dear Sin: My solicitude to know your -pro- 
gress, and the real state of the grand army, is ex- 
treme. It is, perhaps, not less necessary for both, 
that I should be constantly informed. Implicit 
faith, cordiality, and concert, ought to unite our 
efforts; These have formed the basis of our ex- 
ertions so far, and promises, more than our num- 
bers, the result so much desired. I have no re- 


SackETT's Hanson, Oct. 16, 1813.. 
Dear GENERAL: Your favor of the twelfth ul- 
timo has been handed tome by Major Parker. The 
Niagara division has been slow in its movements. 
It has at length reached Henderson’s: harbor, and 
moves this day to Grenadier Island, whither the 
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division: hére. is'moving also. From this point 
Grenadier Island) we take our departure either 
or Kingston.or for Montreal. The enemy broke 
"up.bis positions before Fort George on: the ninth, 


.'' burned.his surplus stores, arms, &c., and moved 


rapidly for Burlington Bay, which he reached 
on the eleventh instant. Advices from the Bay 
of- Canti state, that he is coming down to Kings- 
^on, and that his sick and convalescent, to the 
nuraber of one thousand two hundred, had already 
arrived there. He will bring with him about one 
thousand five hundred effectives, and, thanks to 
: the storm and our snail-like movements down 
the lake, they will be there before we can reach it. 
The mancuvre intended is lost, so far as regards 
Kingston. What we now do against that place 
must be done by hard blows, and at some risk. 
The importance of the object may, however, 
justify theuneans, In the other case, (an imme- 
. diate descent of the St. Lawrence,) the army will 
make its way to the Isle Perott, whence we shall 

. immediately open a communication with you. 
Inder these circumstances you will approach the 
mouth. of the: Chateaugay, or other point which 


: ` Shallbetter favor our junction,and hold the enemy 


in.check. Your known vigilance and skill make 
it: unnecessary to suggest any measures of pre- 
caution against thé enterprises of the enemy, 
while you remain within stroke of him. The 
dragoons will pass the St. Lawrence near the 
Coteau de Lac. 
Puro Yours, &c. 
eo cox eo. JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
".. Major -General HAMPTON. 


‘Heapauarters, Four CORNERS, 
November 1, 1813. 

Sin: On the morning of the 21st ultimo the 
army commenced its movement down the Chat- 
.eaugay, for the purpose of placing itself in a siiua- 
tion which would enable it to fulfil its part of the 
-proposed combined operations on the St. Law- 
rence. 

An extensive wood of eleven or twelve miles 
‘in front, blocked up with felled timber, and cov- 
‘ered by the Indians and light troops of the enemy, 
‘Was a serious impediment to the arduous task of 
opening a road for the artillery and stores. Brig- 
-adier General Izard, with the light troops and 
-one regiment of the line, was detached early in 

the morning to turn these impediments in flank, 
and to seize on the more open country below, 
while the army, preceded by a strong working 
party, advanced on a more @ircuitous but practi- 
‘cable route for a road. The measure, as will be 
seen by the report of Brigadier General Izard, 
which I have the honor to enclose, completely 
'succeeded, and the main body of the army reached 
the advanced position on the evening of the 22d. 
The 23d and 24th were employed in completing 
the road and getting up the artillery and stores. 

I had arranged. àt my departure, under the di- 
»rection-of Major Parker, a line of communication 
«zs far up the St. Lawrence as Ogdensburg, for 

the purpose of hastening to. me the earliest notice 


of the progress of our army down. I had sur- 
mounted twenty-four miles of the most difficult 
part of the route, and had in advance of me seven 
miles of open country, but, at the end of that dis- 
tance, commenced a wood of some miles in-extent, 
which had been formed into an entire abbatis, and 
filled by a succession of wooden breastworks, the 
rearmost of which were supplied with ordnance. 
In front of these defences were placed the Indian 
force and light corps of the enemy, and in the 
rear all his disposable force. As the extent of 
this force depended upon his sense of danger on 
the St. Lawrenee, it was a cause of regret that 
all communication from yourself or Major Parker 
seemed to be atan end. As-it was, however, be- 
lieved that the enemy was hourly adding to his 
strength in this position, if free from apprehen- 
sion of danger from above, an effort was judged 
necessary to dislodge him, and, if it succeeded, we 
should be in possession of a position which we 
could hold as long as any doubts remained of 
what was passing above, and of the real‘ part 
to be assigned us. 

Our guides assured us of a shoal and practica- 
ble fording place, opposite the lower flank of the 
enemy’s defences, and that the wood on the op- 
posite side of the river, a distance of seven or 
eight miles, was practicable for the passage of 
the troops. Colonel Purdy, with the light corps, 
and a strong body of infantry of the line, was de- 
tached at an early hour of the night of the 25th, 
to gain this ford by the morning, and to commence 
his attack in réar, and that was to be the signal 
for the army to fall on in front, and it was believed 


the pass might be earried, before the enemy!s 


distant troops could be brought forward to its 
support us 

I had returned to my quarters from Purdy’s 
column, about nine o'clock at night, when I found 
a Mr. Baldwin, of the Quartermaster General's 
department, who put into my hand an open paper, 
containing instructions to him from the Quarter- 
master General, respecting the building of huts 
for the army in the Chateaugay, below the line. 
This paper sunk my hopes, and raised serious 


| doubts of receiving that efficacious support which 


had been anticipated. I would have recalled the 
column, but it was in motion, and the darkness 
of the night rendered it impracticable. *I could 
only go forward. The army was put in motion 
on the morning of the 26th, leaving its baggage, 
&c. on the ground of encampment. 

On advancing near the enemy, it was found 
that the column on the opposite side was not so 
far advanced as had been anticipated. "The guides 
had misled it, and finally failed in finding the 
ford. We could not communicate with it, but 
only waited theattack below. Abouttwo o'clock 
the firing commenced, and our troops advanced 
rapidly to the attack. The enemy's light troops 
commenced a sharp fire, but Brigadier General 
Izard advanced with his brigade, drove him every- 
where behind his defenees, and silenced the fire 
in his front. This brigade would have pushed 
forward as far as courage, skill, and perseverance, 
could have carried it; but, on advancing, it was 
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found that the firing. had commenced on the op- 
posite: side, and the ford had been gained. 
The enemy retired behind his defences, but a 
.  renewalofhis attack was expected, and the troops 
* remained some time in their position to meet it. 
‘The troops on the opposite.side were excessively 
fatigued. The enterprise had failed in its main 
point, and Colonel Purdy was ordered to with- 
draw his column. to a shoal four or five miles 
above, and cross over. The day was spent, and 
"General Izard was ordered to withdraw his brig- 
ade toa position three miles in the rear, to which 
place the baggage had been ordered forward. 
"Theslownessandorder with which General Izard 
retired with his brigade, could but have inspired 
the enemy with respect. They presumed not to 
venture a shot at him during his movement; but 
the unguardedness of some part of Purdy’s com- 
mand exposed him toarearattack from the Indians, 
"which was repeated after dark, and exposed him 
^tosomeloss. These attacks were always repelled, 
and must have cost the enemy as many lives as 
we lost. Our entire loss of killed, wounded, and 
missing, does not exceed fifty. In its new posi- 
tion, within three miles of the enemy's post, the 
army encamped on the night of the 26th, and re- 
mained until 12 o'clock of the 28th. All the de- 
serters, of whom there were four, having con- 
curred in the information that Sir George Prevost, 
with three other general officers, had arrived. with 
the whole of his disposable force. and lay in the 
rear of these defences, and a letter from Major 
Parker (by express, received on the evening of 
the 26th) having informed me that no movements 
‘of our army down the St. Lawrence had been 
heard of at Ogdensburg, and for some distance 
above, the following questions were submitted to 
the commanding officers of brigades, regiments, 
and corps, and the heads of the general staff, in 
.& council convened for the purpose: “Is it. advi- 
sible, under existing circumstances, to renew the 
attack on the enemy’s position, and, if not, what 
position is it advisable for the army to take, until 
it can receive advices of theadvanceiof the grand 
army down the St. Lawrence?" The opinion of 
the council was expressed in the following words: 
“Tt is the unanimous opinion of this council, 
that it is necessary, for the preservation of this 
army and the fulfilment of the ostensible views of 
the Government, that we immediately return by 
orderly marches to such a position (Chateaugay ) 
as will secure our communications with the Uni- 
ted States, either to retire into Winter quarters, 
or be ready to strike below." In pursuance of 
this opinion, the army has returned by slow 
marches to this place, and now awaits the orders 
of the Government. Its condition will be stated 
by the bearer, Colonel King, who can give you, 
upon every point, more full and perfect infor- 
meus than could be contained in a written de- 
tail. ; 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your 
obedient servant, 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ÁRMY, . .. 
District No. 9, Nov. 6, 1813, in the evening. 


Sir: I address you at the special instance of 
the Secretary of War, who, by bad roads, worse 
weather, and ill health, was diverted from meet- 
ing me near this place, and determined to tread 
back his steps to Washington from Antwerp on 
the 28th ultimo. - 

Iam destined to, and determined on the attack of 
Montreal, if not prevented by some act of God; 
and, to give security to the enterprise, the division 
under your command must co-operate with the 
corps under my immediate orders. The point of 
rendezvous is the circumstance of greatest in- 
terest to the issue of this operation, and the dis- 
tance which separates us, and my ignorance of 
the practicability of the direct or devious roads or 
routes on which you must march, make it neces- 
cessary that your own judgment should deter- 
mine that point. To assist you in forming the 
soundest determination, and to take the most 
prompt and effectual measures, I can only inform 
you of my intentions and situation in one or two 
respects of first importance. Ishall pass Prescott 
to night, because the stage of the season will not 
allow me three days to take it; I shall eross the 
cavalry at Hambledon, which will not require 
a day, and shall then press forward and break 
down every obstruction to the confluence of this 
river with Grand river, there to cross to the 
isle Perrot, and with my scows to bridge the 
narrow inner channel, and thus obtain a foot- 
hold on Montreal island, at about twenty miles 
from the city; after which, our artillery, bay- 
onets, and swords, must secure our anh 
or provide us honorable graves. Enclosed you 
have a memorandum of my field and batter- 
ing train, pretty well found in fixed ammunition, 
which may enable you to dismiss your own, but 
we are deficient in loose powder and musketfeart- 
ridges, and therefore hope you may be abundantl 
found. On the subject of provisions, I wish: 
could give as favorable information ; our whole 
stock of bread may be computed at about fifteen 
days,and our meat at twenty. In speaking on 
this subjeet to the Secretary of War, he informed 
me me that ample magazines were laid on Lake 
Champlain, and, therefore, I must request you 
to order forward two or three months! supply, by 
the safest route, in a direction to the proposed 
scene of action. I have submitted the state of 
our provisions to my general officers, who unani- 
mously agree that it should not prevent the pro- 
gress of the expedition, and they also agree in 
opinion that, if yoif are not in force to face the 
enemy, you should meet us at St. Regis or its 
vicinity. : 

I shall expect to hear from, if not to see you, at 
that place, on the 9th or 10th instant, - 

And have the honor to be, respectfully, &c. 

JAMES WILKINSON. 


To Major General W. HAMPTON, &c. 
P. S. I was preparing an express, which I should 


have despatched to-morrow, but for the fortunate 
call of Colonel King. 


W. HAMPTON. 
Hon. JOHN ARMSTRONG, 


Secretary of War. 


SAIS —— | .APPENDIX. |j 2414 
-Failure of the Northern Army. 


Heavavarters, Four Corners, | have reduced the stock of provisions-to eight or ten 
November 8, 1813. | days for the whole. The alternative was adopted 


2 Sm: I had the honor to receive, at a late hour | Under the impression of absolute necessity. 

- -last evening, by Colonel King, your communica- | The army has approached on this route to the 
tion of the 6th, and was deeply impressed with | r°ad leading to Chazey, a few miles from the lines, 
the sense of responsibility it imposed, of deciding | where I shall join it to-night. Ican only repeat 
upon the means of our co-operation. | what I said in my letter to General Wilkinson, 

"The idea, suggested as the opinion of your offi- | ^ that what can be accomplished by human ex- 
cers, of effecting the junction at St. Regis, was | ertion shall be attempted, to meet the objects of 
most pleasing, as being the most immediate, until | the campaign.” ButI should be uncandid not. 
I eame to the disclosure of the amount of your | t0 own that many circumstances are unpropitious. 
supplies of provision. Colonel Atkinson will ex- The force is dropping off by fatigue and sickness 
plain the reasons that would have rendered it im- | 0 4 most alarming extent. My returns yesterday 

~ possible for me to have brought more than each | report the effectives at little more than half their 
man could have carried upon his back; and, | Original state at Chateaugay ; and, what is more 
when [ reflected that, in throwing myself upon | discouraging, the officers, with a few honorable 

' your scanty means, I should be weakening you | exceptions, are. sunk as low as the soldiers, and 
in your most vulnerable point, I did not hesitate endure hardship and privation as badly. In a 

` to adopt thé opinion, after consulting the general | Word, since the show, produced by clothing, move- 
and -principal officers, that, by throwing myself | ments, &c., has worn off, all have assumed their 

* back on my main depot, where all the means of | Native rawness. Fatigue and suffering from the 
` transportation had gone, and falling upon the weather have deprived them of that spirit which 
étietdy's flank, and straining every effort to open a | constituted my best hopes. What confidence 
communication from Plattsburgh to Cognawaga, | can the best officer (and T have a few surpassed 
-or any other -point you may indicate on the St. by none) feel,under such circumstances? [t is 

. 3 Lawrence, I should more effectually contribute | painful to hold up to you this picture, but it is 
`: to your success than by the junction at St. Regis. | but too faithfully drawn. 

The way is, in many places, blockaded and ab- The Quartermaster General has been ordered 
batised, and the road impracticable for wheels | tO procure, on hire, four hundred wagons, and.I 
during Winter; but, by the employment of pack | Shall attempt to open a communication on the 
horses, if I am not overpowered, I hope to be able direct route from the town of Champlain. ; Suc- 
to prevent your starving. cess, under the circumstances I have mentioned 

My troops and other means will be described to | Must depend upon the efforts and force opposed 
you by Colonel Atkinson. Besides their rawness | to me. The demonstration, however, can but 

` and sickliness, they have endured fatigues, equal | Produce a partial good. 
to a Wihter campaign, in the latesnows and bad | Oa the route I took, the enemy burnt and cons 
weather, and are sadly dispirited, and fallen off; | sumed everything before him; and this I under- 
but, upon this subject, {must refer you to Colonel stand to be his general plan. If the same course 
Atkinson. precede the advance of General Wilkinson, and 

With these means, what can be accomplished |y feeble force should be foiled, the consequences 
by human exertion I will attempt, with a mind | are much to be dreaded. But the Rubicon is 
devoted to the general objects of the campaign. | DOW passed, and all that remains is to push for 

W. HAMPTON. |the Capital. 

To Major General WILKINSON. I have the honor to be, sir, yours, &c. 

A'copy. JOHN HOOMES. A. D. C. W. HAMPTON. 

Gen. ARMSTRONG, Secr'y of War. 


HEADQUARTERS, PLATTSBURG, 
November 12, 1813. | Extract of a letter from Major General Hampton to the 
Sin: I have the honor to enclose the copy of Secretary of War, dated 
. a letter I have received from General Wilkinson, 
and of my reply. The forage at Chateaugay had l Cuazey, November 15, 1813. 
been nearly consumed before the expedition down * I have the honor to enclose you the copy of a 
-the river; and, in the return of the army, enough | letter I received the last evening from General 
.only could be found to subsist the horses and | Wilkinson, by Colonel Atkinson, whom I had 
teams two or three days. All accounts concurred | sent to him for the purpose of settling the plan of 
.in the report, that General Wilkinson had not | our proposed joint operations. Of the consist- 
commenced his operations against Kingston, and | ency of this letter with that of the 6th instant, 
that no descent down the river was intended. and my answer, or of the insinuation it con- 
. Hence, the necessity for sending off the cavalry | tains, I shall say nothing. Upon so plain a case, 
artillery, and provision teams, to Plattsburg, for | and an attempt so unworthy the occasion, com- 
. subsistence; and hence, also, the impossibility of | mon sense will afford every explanation I could 
„a junction at St. Regis with no more provisions | wish. I shall make the necessary arrangements 
than must have been consumed on the march to | for placing the troops in Winter quarters, and 
.that place. General Wilkinson had no spare | commence my journey to the South ward.” 
transportation for us; and the junetion would “W. HAMPTON.” 
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"HgaApo?gs, NEAR Cornwatt, U.C. 
um j November 12, 1813. 
Sin: I this day had the honor to receive your 
letter of the 8th instant, by Colonel Atkinson, 
and want language to express my sorrow for your 
@etermination not to join the division under your 
-command with the troops under my immediate 
orders. : i 
As such resolution defeats the grand objects of 
-the campaign in this quarter, which, before the 
receipt of your letter, were thought to be com- 
pletely within our power, no suspicion being en- 
xertained that you would decline the junction 
directed, it will oblige us to take post atthe French 
‘Mills, on Salmon river, or in their vicinity, for 
‘the Winter. 
I have the honor to be, respectfully, &c. 
j J. WILKINSON. 
Major Gen. HAMPTON. 


“Correspondence between the Secretary of War 
| "and Major General Wilkinson. 


{Subinitted to the President by the Secretary of War, 
-on the 23d of July, and commmunicated to General 
Wilkinson on the 5th of August, 1813.] 


The time at which we have reason to ex- 
Pe an ascendeney on Lake Ontario. If our 
hopes on that head be fulfilled, though but for a 
short period, we must avail ourselves of the cir- 
‘eumstance, to give to the campaign a new and 
‘increased activity. 

‘For this purpose our forces on the Ontario 
should be concentrated, because neither section 
of them, as they are now divided, is competent to 
any great object. 

The point of concentration is more doubtful: 

1. If at Fort George, our utmost success can 
but giveus the command of the peninsula, whicb, 
if General Harrison succeeds against Malden, 
will be of diminished interest, both to us and to 
the enemy: to us, because Malden will more 
completely cover our Western frontier, and con- 
trol:the savages, than Forts George and Erie: to 
the enemy, because, Malden lost, our inroad upon 
the peninsula will but have the effect of shorten- 
ing, not of dividing, the enemy's line of opera- 
tions; in a word, success at this point will not 
give to the campaign a character of decisive ad- 
vantage. 

2. If on the other hand, we make Sackett’s 
‘Harbor the point of concentration, Kingston may 
become the object of our attack, which, by the 
way, will but be returning to the original plan of 
eampaign prescribed to General Dearborn. This 
place is of much importance to the enemy, and 
will no doubt be defended by him with great ob- 
stinacy, and with all the resources which can be 
safely drawn from other points. That it may be 
taken by a joint application of our naval and mil- 
itary means is not, however, to be questioned. 
The enclosed diagram will show the number and 
- character of the enemy's defences. His batteries 
on No.1 cannot be sustained but by his fleet. 
These carried, he is open to a descent at Nos. 2 


and 3. If he divides his force between both, we 
oppose one half of his strength with the whole of 
ours. If he concentrates at No. 2, we seize.No. 
3, and command both the town and the shipping. - 
If he concentrates at No. 3, we occupy No. 2, and 
with nearly the same results. 

Contemporary with this movement, another 
may be made on the side of Lake Champlain, 
indicating an intention of attacking Montreal and 
its dependencies, and really attacking them, if, to 
save Kingston, these posts have been materially 
weakened. 

3. Another and different operation, to which 
our means are competent, would be a movement 
from Sacket?s Harbor to Madrid, on the St. 
Lawrence. At this place the river may be most 
easily crossed. The ground opposite to it isa 
narrow bluff, skirted by the river on oneside, and 
a swamp of great extent and of difficult passage 
on the other. "This gained and fortified, our fleet 
continuing to command the water line from the 
head of the river to Ogdensburgh, and Lake St. 
Francis occupied with a few gunboats and barges, 
the army may march against Montreal, in con- 
cert with General Hampton. The only natural 
difficulty to the execution of this plan would be 
presented by a branch of the Grand river, which 
must be crossed ; but at this season, though deep, 
it is believed to be fordable. 

Under the preceding supposition it is respect- 
fully submitted, whether it will not be most ad- 
visable to make Sackett’s Harbor the point of 
concentration, and leave to the commanding 
General an election (to be determined by cireum- 
stances) between the two plans suggested under 
the second and third heads. WE 

JOHN ARMSTRONG. | 


Approved and adopted, July 23, 1813. 


Wasuineron, August 6, 1813, 

I have examined the projects of the campaign, 
intended for the past and ensuing stages of it, on 
the side of Canada, which you put into my hands 
yesterday. The novelty of the subject to me, 
and the pressure of time, will prevent the delib- 
erate consideration of it which its importance 
merits ; and therefore I shall confine myself to a 
few brief observations touching the project of the 
23d ult. 

1. If we command Lake Ontario (without 
which the project is impracticable) and our force 
be competent to carry Kingston, the incorpora- 
tion of our troops should take place at Sackett’s 
Harbor, and the attack be made as promptly as 
possible. ? ; 

2. On the contrary, should our combined dis- 
posable force be deemed incompetent to the eer- 
tain and speedy reduction of Kingston, then it 
may be preferable to strengthen our force at 
Fort George, cut up the British force in that 
quarter, destroy the Indian establishments, and 
(should General Harrison fail in his objects) 
march a detachment to capture Malden. , 

While these operations are pending, a bold feint 
or provisional attack on Montreal, by Major.Gen- 
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eral. Hampton, will certainly call Sir George 


„Prevost to that place; and it is presumable that, 
¿seeing our fMovements directed towards Erie, 


he may carry his best troops with him from 
Kingston. 

These suggestions spring from my desire to 
hazard as little as possible in the outset, and to 


„secure, infallibly, whatever may be attempted, 


with the intention to increase our own confidence, 
to diminish that of the enemy, and to popularise 


the war. : 


After our operations on the peninsula have 
been closed, we may raze the works there under 
your provision, leave our settlements on the strait 
in tranquillity, and like lightning must direct our 
whole ferce against Kingston; and having re- 
duced that place, and captured the shipping, we 


‘may descend the stream, and form a junction 


with the column of General Hampton in the 
neighborhood of Montreal, should the lateness of 
the season permit, by which all our movements, 
after the conquest of Upper Canada, must be 
governed. 

Togive General Hampton's movements a men- 


"acing aspect, and to enable him to profit by events, 
. heshould take with him a heavy train of batter- 
img cannon and mortar pieces, which will be 


found indispensable in the attack of Montreal ; 
and to weaken that place, and to favor a protract- 


` ed season, I would advise that a heavy column of 


militia:or volunteers, if engaged for three months 
only, should be put in -motion from the vicinity 
of Take Memphramagog, to descend the river 
St Francis, and take post on the right bank of 
Lake St. Petre, with a. battering train of travel- 
ling carriages, organized and equipped either to- 
-Keep post or retire when the season, or other cir- 


'tumstances, should render expedient. 


Before I close this letter, I will beg leave to call 
your attention to several specific points, on which 
Erequire information and authority, which I deem 
‘essential to the salutary discharge of the high and 
solemn trust about to devolve upon me. 

1. A copy of the instructions to Major General 
‘Hampton, for my government in the correspond- 
ence to ensue between us. 

_ 2. Shall I be allowed a private secretary, which 
as necessary, and of right belongs to the command 
‘on which I am about to enter ? 

3. I require permission to take for my Aids-de- 
Camp such officers as are best fitted to discharge 
the important duties of the station. 

4. Task authority (or it is understood that I 
possess it) to supply every defect of the muni- 
tons of war and transport, by land or water, by 
means of the authorized agents. A 
, '5..I entreat that-ample funds may be deposited 
18 proper hands, to give effect to the department 
of intelligence, without which the chief will find 
himself almost hoodwinked. 

6. I trust no order, of whatever nature, will be 


| Passed to any officer under my command, but 


tough my hands. This is not only necessary 


; 0 the regular conduct of the public service, but 
' A-is vitally essential to the preservation of sound 


Subordination, and is conformable to the rules of 


the service in all armies, inasmuch as he who 
i Seaponaibte for all should have the control of 
all. 

7. I hope I may be expressly authorized to de- 
tach from my command all persons who may 
manifest a temper or disposition to excite dis- 
contents, to generate factions, or embitter the ser- 
vice. This is indispensable to put down seditious 
spirits, and to harmonize the corps. 

8. Should we move against Kingston in the 
first instance, the withdrawal of our force from 
Fort George will enable the enemy to reoccupy 
that point, and, for a brief period, to harass our 
frontier on that strait. May not the militia, or a 
body of volunteers, be called forth to relieve the 
regular troops at that place, and prevent discon- 
tents and complaints ? 

9. For the maintenance of the necessary au- 
thority of the chief, it is hoped that the Secretary 
of War will decline and forbid all correspondence 
with his subordinate officers, except in cases of 
personal grievance. 

10. I beg to be advised of the means of commu- 
nication between our military positions, and parti- 
cularly from Sackett’s Harbor to Burlington, 
which should be rapid and infallible. ; 

11. I ask authority to equip the whole of our 
horse artillery, and to mount the whole of ‘our 
dragoons, because these arms will be found all 
important in every combat which may ensue. 

A serious impression of the dread responsibil- - 
ity which awaits me, and a correct sense of the 
public expectation which accompanies me, must 
be my apology for giving you so much trouble. 

With respect, I have the honor, &c. 

JA. WILKINSON. 

Hon. JOHN ARMSTRONG, 

Secretary of War. 


War DEPARTMENT, August 8, 1813. 

Sır: I have given to your observations of the 
sixth instant all the consideration they so justly 
merit. 

The main objection to any plan which shall 
carry our operations wide of Kingston and west- 
ward of it, is, that, in the event of its success, it 
leaves the strength of the enemy unbroken; it but 
wounds the tail of the lion, and of course is not 
calculated to basten the termination of the war, 
either by increasing our own vigor, or by dimin- 
ishing that of the enemy. Kingston is the great 
depot of his resources; and so long as he retains 
this, and keeps open his communication with the 
sea, he will not want the means of multiplying 
his naval and other defences, and of reinforcing 
or renewing the war in the West. Kingston, 
therefore, as well on grounds of policy as of mili- 
tary principle, presents the first and great object 
of the campaign. 

.Ihere are two ways of approaching this; by 
direct or by indirect attack: by breaking down 
the enemy’s battalions and forcing his works, or 
by seizing apd obstructing the line of his com- 
munication, and thus drying up the sources by 
which he is nourished and maintained. Circum- 


2419 


APPENDIX. 


Failure of the. Northern Army. 


stances must govern in choosing between these 
different modes. Were our assembled land and 
naval forces competent to the object, a direct at- 
tack would, no doubt, be the shorter and better 
way; but if, on the contrary, our strength be in- 
ferior, or hardly equal to that of the enemy, the 
- indirect attack must be preferred. These consid- 
. erations have suggested the third plan, to be found 
in my note of the 23d ultimo. To give execu- 
tion to this, I would collect my force at the head 
of the St, Lawrence, make every demonstration | 
of attacking Kingston, proceed rapidly down the | 
. river, seize the northern bank at the village of 
Hamilton, leave a corps to fortify and to hold it, 
march upon Montreal with the main body, effect 
- there a junction with Hampton, and take a posi- 
tion which shall enable you to secure what you 
.gain. On this plan the navy would perform its 
part by occupying the mouth of the river, and 
- preventing a pursuit by water; by clearing the 
river of the. armed boats of the enemy; by hold- 
ing with its own the passage of Hamilton, and 
- by giving support to that position. If the enemy 
- pursues, it must be by land, without subsistence, 
„excepting what he carries on his back, and with- 
out artillery. If he remains stationary, his situ- 
ation must. soon become even more serious, as the 
country in which he is cannot long subsist him. 
It will then but remain for him to fight his way 
to Quebec, to perish in the attempt, or to lay down 
his arms. After this exposition, it is unnecessary 
to add that, in conducting the present campaign, 
you will make Kingston your primary object, and 


that you will choose, as cireumstances may war- | 
rant, between a direct and indirect attack upon | 


that post. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Major Gen. WILKINSON, 
Commanding District No. 9. 


War DEPARTMENT, Aug, 9, 1813. 


Sır: In answer to that part of your letter of 
the 6th instant which calls for information, &c., 
on certain enumerated points, I have the honor to 
state : 

1. That General Hampton's instructions go 
only to assemble and organize his division at 
Burlington. It is intended that he shall operate 

- eontemporarily with you, and under your orders, 
in the prosecution of the plan of campaign which 
has been given to you. 

2. The senior Major General, commanding the 
principal army, is entitled to the services of a 
private secretary. 

3. The ordnance and other departments of sup- 
ply, within the distriet (No. 9) are subject of 
course to your orders. 

4. The Quartermaster General of the Army 
will supply the funds for secret service. 

. 5. All orders to subordinate officers pass from 
the War Department to the Adjutant General, 
` to be communicated by him to the General com- 
manding the district in which such subordinate 

: officer may serve. 


| 
| 
I. 


i 
| antagonist, Sir James Yeo, at Kingston. 


6. No specific permission is necessary for-re- i 


moving factious or disorderly men.. ‘All. such 


will probably become subjects of the confidential .: 
| In: To: detach ^ 
such men from one district to another is only . 
shifting the evil; the better way is to report them ` 


reports to be made by Inspectors, 


for dismission. 


7. If the corps at Fort George be recalled, the 
works should be razed, or occupied by a force. 


competent to hold it against an assault. There 
is a corps of militia and volunteers (to. whom 
the Six Nation Indians have associated them- 
selves) at Black Rock, which may be kept in 
service. They are commanded by General Por- 
ter and Mr. Parrish. . [See the confidential letter 
of General Porter, enclosed.] 5 

8. The Secretary of War will decline and for- 
bid all improper communications, and particu- 
larly such as may bear any color of insubordina- 
tion. f 

9. Besides the ordinary mode of communica- 


tion, by mail, expresses may be employed in ex- 


traordinary cases, 

10. The dragoon and 
be be made efficient. Horses may be bought for 
both. An officer from each corps should be di- 
rected to superintend the purchases. Price (aver- 
age) not to exceed one hundred twenty dollars, . 


I have the honor to be, with great respect, sit, | 


your most obedient servant, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 

Major General WILKINSON, 
Commanding the Northern Army. 


Sacxerr’s Hanson, Aug. 21, 1813. 
Sır: I arrived here yesterday : my machinery 
is in motion, and I have strong hopes of giving, 
the change to Sir George, which will lead di- 
reetly to the object of first importance. 


Commodore Chauncey is in port here, and his . 


In the 
late interviews between these naval commanders, 
the first has zealously sought a combat, which 
the latter has cautiously avoided ; the superiority 
on the Lake, therefore, remains ‘still to be set- 
ted; but I have Chauncey's assurance for it, and 
place much confidence in his word. It is obvi- 
ously Sir James’s plan to decline a conflict, but 
on what ground I cannot determine. 

Our schooner here will be equipped and manned 
by Wednesday, and I shall sail with the squad- 
ron for Fort George probably the day after; I 
am endeavoring to draw Sir George after me; 
but whether I succeed in this attempt or not, 


should our men and means answer report, and 4 
Heaven favor me, 1 will be in possession of King- : 
ston, or below that place, on the 26th proximo: . 3 


Major General Hampton must not budge unt 


everything is matured in this quarter, and we 4 
have either got possession of Kingston, or have - 


cut its communication with Montreal, of which 


I shall give him seasonable advice, via Plattsburg, ' % 


where Í shall calculate on his arrival, the 20th 0 


the ensuing month, completely equipped fora | 
forward movement, If he changes his position, ; 


light artillery corps shall. : 


facet al angan iiai a 


i ee Se 
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. until too late for any salutary effect. 

“The militia called forth by Governor Tomp- 
kins, of which, by the by, you gave me no infor- 
mation, should not be arrayed before he hears 
from me, at Fort George, because the assembly 
$. of.such a body would increase the alarm, and put 
FT all Canada in counter motion, while incidents, 
‘+ beyond the control of man. may intervene to pro- 
erastinate my movements, and thus baffle the ef- 
fects -of the proposed co-operation, on the side of 
Vermont : should a corps of militia be drawn from 
lf thence, no movement should be made by them 

until General Hampton has crossed Champlain. 

: It would be highly interesting to the public ser- 
vice, and extremely acceptable to me, to see you 
at Niagara, from whence, should I find it practi- 
cable, it is my intention to commence my move- 

. ment down the lake, about the 15th of the next 
month ; the best possible disposition for the safety 
: of that frontier, and for the security of the vast 
: mass of-ordnance and stores, which I must leave 
thére, may render your advice and authority in- 

^| dispensably necessary, to avert clamors, and pre- 

' yent any obstruction to my prompt movement. 
With high consideration and respect, I am, sir, 


||. your obedient servant, 
JA. WILKINSON. 
". Hon. J. AnMstRone, Sec'ry of War. 


Sacxerr’s Hannon, August 26, 1813. 
Sin: Chauncey will go out, he says, to-morrow 
‘or next day, to seek Sir James. I see the neces- 
-sity of settling the point of naval superiority be- 
fore we commit ourselves, and, therefore, the de- 
; cision cannot be had too soon. In the meantime 
‘the essential arrangements progress, and if the 
means can be mustered, they will insure the end. 
£ Ifear Yeo will avoid a contest, to spin out the 
; campaign, and gain time for reinforcements, and 
| the organization of militia; but if he will not 
‘come out, we must blockade him. I go for Ni- 
; agara the moment our arrangements are matured 
| here. Sir George has actually gone for the head 
of the lake with a reinforcement. To prevent 
his playing tricks with Boyd, I have seni him 
(Boyd) the note of which you have a copy. 
| On Saturday, the 21st, one hundred and sixty 
) ‘regular troops ascended by Ogdensburgh to Kings- 
; ton, and on the 23d and 24th, they were followed 
|: by five hundred Highlanders in their kilts; who 
“conducted up one hundred boats: thus we see 
` that this quarter attracts chief attention, All my 
‘efforts will be made to induce Sir George to draw 
after him a chief part of the garrison of Kingston, 
‘which must now be near five thousand strong. 
"The situation of Proctor and the irruption of our 
“Indians have gone far to excite these dispositions. 
cet me at Niagara, if possible, and for God's 
‘© press on the recruits from Albany and the 
uth ward, and send me Wadsworth, Swift, Fen- 
. Wick, and Izard. . All. thing go well here, and, 
‘thank God, the men are recovering rapidly. I 


gad shows his column west of the lake sooner, it | hear not a word from Hampton. . I hope he does 
` iay carry Sir George to Montreal, and produce | not mean to take the stud: but if so, we can do 
precautions which might otherwise be neglected | without him, and he should be sent home. 


Truly yours, JA. WILKINSON. 
Gen. ARMSTRONG, Sec’ry of War. 


Extract of a letter from Major General Wilkinson to 
the Secretary of War. 
Sacxett’s Harsor, Aug. 30, 1813. 

Sm: With every exertion he could make, it 
was not until the last evening Chauncey got 
under way, and the weather being calm, he must 
be now off this harbor. 

Agreeably to my information, Sir James Yeo 
sailed for the head of the lake, the 22d instant, 
with two captured schooners in addition to his 
squadron, no doubt to co-operate with Sir George, 
bur did not not get clear of the Ducks before the 
25th. 

Brigadier General Boyd is warned of this move- 
ment, and, being placed on his guard, he ought 
to baffle every enterprise of the enemy. What an 
awful crisis have I reached! If Sir George beats 
Boyd, and Sir James, Chauncey, my prospects 
are blasted ; and the campaign will, I fear, be lost. 
If Sir George beats Boyd, and Chauncey beats Sir 
James, Kingston yet may be ours; but should 
both the Knights be beaten, and our Quartermas- 
ter can find transports in season, (of which I have 
fears, as I found next to none here,) then we shall 
certainly winter in Montreal, if not discomfited 
by some act of God. If I could have mustered 
three thousand combatants on this ground, with 
transports to bear them, I would now have been . 
before Kingston, where Sir George has left only 
one thousand five hundred regular troops, and 
about five hundred militia; but our utmost force 
is short of two thousand five hundred, as you 
will perceive from the enclosed return ; and we 
could not have found boats to transport one 
thousand. 

The enemy having determined to change his 
system of operations, from defence to offence, is 
assembling his whole disposable force at the head 
of the lake, to attack Fort George ; thus plaeing 
himself at too great a distance from Montreal to 
give seasonable succor to that city : he certainly 
presumes on our imbecility, and we as certainly 
should take advantage of his presumption. 

The militia called for should, therefore, be im- 
mediately arrayed, and marched to this frontier, 
and Major General Hampton should, without 
delay, cross the Champlain, and commence his 
movement towards St. Johns, taking the Isle aux 
Noix in his route, or not, as circumstances may 
justify. 

Four thousand of the best appointed yeomanry 
should be ordered to rendezvous at Hamilton, on 
the St. Lawrence, for eventual operations with 
this division; and the residue may accompany 
or follow Hampton, to draw the militia of Mon- 
treal, and the disposable force of the lower coun- | 
try, to the east of the St. Lawrence, and thereby 
make the island an easy conquest from this 
quarter. 
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Sir George Prevost, it would seem, has taken 
his part, and, deluded by the hope of re-conquest, 
has abandoned his rear to our enterprise, and we 
might now, without the co-operation of our squad- 
ron, safely oceupy Madrid, and cut the commu- 
nication of the two provinces with this division 
only, if we had transport; but of this we are to- 
tally destitute, every boat we command here be- 
ing at this time absent, with a detachment of 
eight hundred men, ordered to make a feint to 
the westward, under pretence of reinforcing Ni- 
agara, before I was apprized of Sir George's 
movements. 


Sacxert’s HARBOR, Aug. 30, 1813, 
5 o'clock, P. M. 


Sır: I have commenced, barely, the arrange- 
ment of the department of intelligence; au in- 
telligencer left Kingston, or its vicinity, last eve- 
ning, to tell me that Sir George Prevost had 
commenced his operations against Boyd, and had 
driven in his pickets and taken sixty or seventy 
prisoners, but had been repulsed from his line 
of encampment. The militia of Montreal are at 
Kingston, and reinforcements, by single hundreds, 
are arriving frequently; four hundred men are 
expected in the course of the week. 

The force at Kingston is two thousand men 
(regulars fifteen hundred, militia five hundred.) 
Major General Darrach commands, and they are 
assiduously strengthening their works. Sir James 
Yeo sailed with six weeks? provisions, expressly 
to co-operate with Sir George at the head of the 
lake ; a double battle and a double victory offer a 
strong temptation ; but I will not be diverted from 
my course. 

I have written Governor Tompkins on the sub- 
ject of a draught of militia, for the strait of Ni- 
agara, to supply the absence of our troops of the 
line, and prevent clamor, but have not been so 
happy as to receive an acknowledgment of my 
letter. 

With perfect respect, your obedient servant. 

JA. WILKINSON. 

Hon. J. ARMSTRONG, Sec’ry of War. 


War DEPARTMENT, SackeTv’s HARBOR, 
September 6, 1813. 


Dear GENERAL: I arrived here yesterday. 
Nothing new, except that Prevost has returned to 
Kingston. General Hampton will go through 
the campaign cordially and vigorously, but will 
resign at the end of it. He will be ready to move 
by the 20th, with an effective regular force of 
four thousand, and a militia detachment of one 
thousand five hundred. On the supposition that 
Sir George had decidedly taken his part, and had 
chosen the peninsula as his champ de bataille, I 
had ordered Hampton to move immediately 
against the Isle aux Noix. Two thousand mili- 
tia will be promptly assembled at Champion, 
twenty-four miles from this place, and on the 
route to the St. Lawrence. The place was se- 
lected as offering two objects, and of course leav- 


| that Ishould have been enabled to address 


| 


| 
| 


ing his knightship to guess. To have pushed ! 
them directly to Ogdensburg would not havehad 
that advantage. A larger draught would have 
been difficult. Another view of the subject: is, 
that this part of the plan cannot be confided -to 
militia exclusively ; they must be propped bya ` 
regular corps, otherwise the back door may not 4 
be sufficiently elosed and barred. 

The battle on the lake! Sball we have one? | 
If Yeo fights and is beaten, all will be well. :If jj 
he does not fight, the result may also be favorable, 


Y ours, cordially, , 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
General WILKINSON. 


Extract of a letter from Major General Wilkinson to 
the Secretary of War, dated 


Fort GzoncE, September 11,1813. : 


“I have indulged the hope, for several days past, 
you.jo 
propria persona, but in this I have been bafiled y 
by a severe and unremitting malady, which 
obliges me to resort to the pen of a common iy 
friend. MD 
* I reached this place the evening of the fourth. jy 
Commodore Chauncey at that time occupied the 
harbor; and Sir James Yeo, with the British 
squadron, was vaporing in frontofit. 'Phisstate - 
of things continued, without any material change, je 
until the evening of the 7th, when a light land 
breeze gave to the Commodore an opportunity of | 
standing out to meet the enemy. The two 
squadrons were about two leagues asunder, of ' 
consequence an action appeared inevitable: yet ; 
so it has happened, that, since that period, until 
about five o'clock, yesterday, P. M., these twona- , 
val armaments have kept from four to eight miles à, 
distant, without having exchanged a single shot, 
or done to each other the smallest visible damage, 
the British uniformly on the retreat, and the |: 
American in pursuit. i | 
* General Peter B. Porter left me to-day, prop- 3, 
erly authorized and instructed to bring into oper- | 
ation a corps of the Six Nation Indians, which 
he proposes to increase to one thousand men, by 
volunteers from the militia, and is disposed to.be 
busy and active wherever he may be directed. 
“I hear nothing of Brigadier General McClure 
and the New York militia. I shall mature my | 


plans for embareation as rapidly as the difficulties i 
which may oppose me can be removed ; but we y 
are greatly deficient in transport, and have not '4 
received a single boat from Oswego or any ‘other m 
place. Strong shallops and slip-keels are neces” w 
sary to the transport of the heavy cannon, ord- y 
nance stores, ammunition, clothing, &c. n E 
“I am writing to Bomford for many things, 
which I was assured I should find here, and l| 
pray you to put him on the alert, or I may be h 


caught in the snow. 

“J dictate this under much depression of head ‘ 
and stomach, and am, with great respect and es- h 
teem, your most obedient servant, is M 
“JAMES WILKINSON.” i 
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Extract of a letter from General Wilkinson to the Sec- 
retary of War, dated 
l Fort GEorGe, September 16, 1813. 

- «I have escaped from my pallet, and with a 
| giddy head and trembling hand, will endeavor to 
| scrawl you a few lines, the first I have written 
| since my arrival here. 

` *With respect to the advance squadrons, we 
| are still without one word of authentic informa- 
tion, but we are entertained by daily rumors, as 
wild and extravagant as they are inconsistent and 
| contradictory. I hope we may soon have an end 
. of this state of uncertainty, which damps our ex- 
ertions, and retards our measures, 

“The removal of the maim body of the troops 

from this position is an operation of great deli- 
cacy and interest; and it was therefore your 
presence here would have been more important 
than elsewhere. 
“Tam not authorized te abandon this useless 
|. occupancy, and therefore it must be maintained 
against the united British force in its vicinity. 
Jo secure the end, and nothing must be hazarded, 
will require a serious drain from our best troops, 
which enfeebles our too feeble force for the main 
attack, The head of the militia under McClure 
has not yet shown itself; when it does, (if in any 
reasonable time,) and we have conferred, I shall 
, be better enabled to develop the intricate path be- 
foreme. But,in the mean time, alas! sir, the 
season will, I fear, be lost. 

“The Indians enter into eur views with great 
zeal, and I look for a corps of at least five hun- 
dred men in eight days; whether to relieve De 
‘Rottenberg of five or six hundred of his effective 
| men, before I turn my back on him, will be deter- 
mined by considerations of policy in relation to 
our red allies and the militia, and the fate of our 
squadron. "The enemy profess to-day a total ig- 
| norance of the occurrence of an action between 
the squadrons. 

“Tn the course of sixteen days, the enemy have 

| lost sixty-five men by desertion, we barely six. 
dl We count 4,600 on paper, and could show about 
"i 3400 combatants. The enemy, from the best in- 
bi formation we have, have about 3,000 men on 
Mf! paper, of whom 1,400 are sick. Shall I make a 
W sweep of them or not, at the hazard of our main 
" object? Not unless that main object is jeoparded 
p i 
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| by the fate of our squadrons—it would require an 
I! operation of three weeks; but my views are for- 
| } ward, and I shall not abandon the prospect while 
u®! aray of hope remains. 

eM] "[ have received your letters to the 6th, from 
WM] Sacket's Harbor, and thank you for them. For 
$^ | your comfort, the men here are gaining health, 
ri and, with their officers, breathe an ardent spirit 
| for combat.” 


i 

dei Extract of a letter from Major General Wilkinson to 
] the Secretary of War, dated 

í Fort George, September 18, 1813. 

joi ^ Dear GeneraL: Accident detained the express 
; last evening, and gives me an opportunity to drop 

y | You another line. 


Not a word more of Chauncey; what has be- 
come of him? £X pray you- to decide whether I 
am to move with or without any further know- 
ledge of the squadron. 

From the enclosed, No. 2, it would appear that 
the enemy expect tranquil Winter quarters in 
this neighborhood; for the number of barracks 
proposed to be built will not receive more than 
1400 or 1,600 men, including guards, ordinary 
and extraordinary, stow them as you can ; but, 
shall I have the enemy within four miles of this 
place, making a wide investiture of it from Queens- 
town to Four Mile creek; or shall I break him 
up? With our prospects the decision is embar- 
rassing ; change them, to the abandonment of the 
chief design, and our course is direct, viz : to take 
possession at Burlington Bay, and cut up or cap- 
ture the whole division in this quarter, which 
may be estimated at 3,000 regular troops. I pray 
you to deliberate on these points, and give me 
your advice without delay. 

I have despatched an express to ——, for Gen- 
eral McClure, of whom | have heard nothing 
since my last; but to supply the defect of his si- 
lence, the enclosed copy of a communication from 
a committee, of which P. B. Porter is chief, will 
fully suffice. I have responded in the most cour- 
teous terms, making reference to you for your de- 
termination on the momentous occasion, as you 
will perceive from my answer. Now, let me en- 
treat you to weigh these propositions, to take into 
consideration the possible failure of the militia; 
and the substitution in such case of these volun- 
teers; for, in the present crisis, we should, if pos- 
sible, render “ assuranee doubly sure.” The letter 
of David Rodman (a stranger) is also transmit- 
ted for consideration. Let me have your answer; 
and tell me how to act as speedily as possible; 
beseech. The boats from Oswego have not yet 
arrived. 

I am feeble to childhood, but shall look at the 
troops in battalion on Tuesday. 

Truly yours, 
JAMES WILKINSON. 

Hon. J. AnMsTRONG, Secr'y of War. 


Forr Georasz, September 18, 1813. 


Sig: 1 am ordered by General Wilkinson to 
forward the enclosed papers: one, a letter from a 
committee of three, of which P. B. Porter is the 
first; and the other a letter from Daniel Rodman, 
the organ of an association of residents in and 
near Canandaigua. : 

I have the honor to be, your most obedient 


servant, 
| H. LEE, JR. 
Major of Infantry, A. D. C. 


Hon. J. Anmstrona, Secr'y of War. 


Brack Rock, September 17, 1813. 
Sin : In eonsequence of encouragements from 
General Boyd, that a general and decisive move- 
ment was about to be made by the army, and that 
an additional force was desirable, we repaired to 


2427 


APPENDIX. ` > 


Failure of the: Northern Army. 


-— —— 


Fort George, about five weeks ago, with five hun- 
dred men, consisting of volunteers, militia, and 
Indians. Most of us remained therefor twelve 
or fourteen days, but our hopes not being realized, 
the men, continually dispersed and went home; 
not, however, without expectations, again encour- 
aged by Generals Boyd and Williams, that we 
should be shortly called on again to aid in opera- 
tions which the people in this part of the country, 
solong harassed by the calamities of war, feel 
so strong an interest in forwarding. Under sim- 
ilar expectations, many of our friends in the inte: 
rior have intimated to us their readiness to join 
with respectable reinforcements on the shortest 
notice; and we are informed that one company, 
about seventy strong, is actually on its march, 
and will arrive here to-day or to-morrow. 

We are at this moment much at a loss how to 
act, and our difficulty is increased by the various 
rumors and conjectures circulated by the different 
officers daily arriving from headquarters; some 
of whom represent that no offensive operations 
are to be undertaken on this frontier, but that the 
regular army is immediately to be marched, either 
to the East to attack Kingston, or to the West to 
join General Harrison. Others state, that an at- 
tack is to be made on the British forces in the 
vicinity of this place. 

Under these circumstances, we are induced to 
inquire of you, whether such a force as we have 
it in our power to raise is desired by you to effect- 
uate your plans; and, if so, in what numbers, and 
at what time? If your object be tosally out upon 
the enemy at Fort George, we could bring you a 
respectable force. But, on the contrary, if you 
meditate an attack at some other point, and the 
withdrawaloftheregulartroops from Fort George, 
and placing this frontier on the defensive only, by 
means of militia, we would observe that our pre- 
pared force is of such a character as could not be 
engaged in this service. 

Upon the supposition that you intend to with- 
draw the regular troops from this frontier, we 
beg leave to submit a proposition for your con- 
sideration. 

We believe we are not incorrect in saying that 
it would require nearly quite as great a force to 
defend this line of frontier against a given force 
of the enemy, as it would to attack and subdue 
that enemy. Sir George Prevost has ordered the 
militia of the upper province to be called out en 
masse. They are to assemble on Saturday next. 
And if, after your departure, the enemy opposite 
here should take it in his head to retain all his 
regular force, and play off his skill against the 
inexperience of our militia, we might have occa- 
sion to fear a repetition of former scenes in the 
present war. 

Our proposition (in ease of your leaving this 
place) is, that we be permitted to raise, between 
this and the first of October, a volunteer force of 
from 1,000 to 1,200 men, exclusive of Indians. 
That we add to it as many of the militia stationed 
on the lines as may be willing to join us. That 
we be furnished with a small train (say four 
pieces) of artillery, with experienced officers, and 


men to fight them; and that with this force we 
be authorized to invade the enemy’s country. 

Should you think proper to confer such an au- . 
thority on us, and direct that the volunteers shall — 
be furnished with arms, ammunition, provisions, 
&e., and receive pay while in actual service, we 
pledge our lives that, before the close of the sea- 
son, we will oecupy the whole of the valuable 
and populous peninsula, opposite this river, and 
either capture, destroy, or disperse, all the enemy's 
force in this quarter. 

You may, perhaps, make it convenient to send 
an answer by the bearer, Captain Hall. 

We are, sir, most respectfully, your obedient 


servants, 
PETER B. PORTER, 
CYRENIUS CHAPIN, 
JOSEPH McCLURE. 
Maj. Gen. WILKINSON. 


CANANDAIGUA, September 14, 1813. 

Sır: A large number of patriotic citizens of. - 
this and the adjacent towns, anxious to do their 
duty in a erisis so interesting to the nation in 
general, and to this part of the country in particu- 
lar, have associated themselves to volunteer their 
services to the United States for the residue of 
the campaign at least. 

In order to effectuate their intentions, however, 
it will be necessary that their movements' sliould 
receive your approbation and sanction, and that : 
they should be assured that the corps, whether a 


company, battalion, or (as is possible)a regiment, f 


should be received, organized, and countenáneéd" 
by your order and authority. The lateness of the 
season, and the anxiety of the members, induce 
us to request an early and authoritative reply, 
that the association may be equipped according 
to law, and be useful to their country this season. 
It may not be hardly decorous for us to say it, but 
we must observe that the subscribers will prove 
to be obedient and brave soldiers. 

In their behalf, I am, respectfully, your obe- 


dient servant, 
DANIEL RODMAN. 
Maj. Gen. WILKINSON, 
or officer commanding Fort George. 


FonT Gzonas, September 18, 1813. 
GENTLEMEN: Your letter of yesterday, which 
reached me last evening, gives you a claim to 
my acknowledgments, and to those of your coun- 
try. But, as Ï am altogether unauthorized, by 
law or instruction, to sanction your plan for the 
levy of a body of volunteers, and as your antict- 
pations, propositions, and suggestions embrace & 
range and a character upon which I have neither 
right nor authority to deliberate, I have consid- 
ered it my duty to transmit a copy of your letter 
to the Secretary of War, now at Sacket’s Har- 
bor, by express, for his deliberation and decision. 
I hope he may find it convenient and proper to 
meet your views, and have only to add, that you 
shall be advised of his answer, without a mo- 
ment’s delay, after it may reach my hands. 


E 
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With high consideration and respect, I have 
“the honor to be, gentlemen, your most obedient 


servant, 
EN JAMES WILKINSON. 
To Perer B. Porter, 
Major Cyrenius CnuariN, and 
Josepy McCrunx. 


SackETT's HARBOR, Sept. 18, 1813. 
Dear GENERAL: Our information from the 
other side of the lake amounts to this: Prevost 
goes to Montreal; the whole regular force in 
Kingston consists of ten companies of De Water- 
ville’s regiment; that at Prescott, of two compa- 
nies of the same corps and about forty artillerists. 
De Waterville’s regiment was made up in 
‘Spain, is composed of Poles, Germans, Spaniards, 
and Portuguese, and completely disaffected. What 
a. precious moment, my friend, is this ! 
‘The Commodore was brought back to us yes- 

terday by adverse winds. He goes this morning; 
-lét not the great objects of the campaign be haz- 
arded by running after Yeo; these accomplished, 
his race is run. Kingston, or the point below, 
seized, all above perishes, because the tree is thea 
girdled. 
` In speaking of your artillery, you do not in- 
clude the guns taken at Fort George, and which 
will be necessary for its defence. A small gar- 
rison will be sufficient against assault; siege we 
‘need not dread. It is already too late to live in 
‘trenches, Porter (of the artillery) would do well 
‘to.command the place. Tell him from me he is 
a Brigadier by brevet. 

„` The means of transportation are now with you; 
hasten your march, and may God bless you in ali 
. your enterprises. 

/- Yours, truly and always, 
e JOHN ARMSTRONG. 

General WILKINSON. 


Extracts of a letter from Major General Wilkinson to 
the Secretary of War, dated 
* SEPTEMBER 20, 1813. 

"Iam well again, and that’s a good thing; for 
Thave been, during my sickness, somewhat of a 
Smelfungus. 

" Now. indeed, would be a fine time to slip into 
the St. Lawrence, if Chauncey could keep Sir 
James blockaded above Kingston, and command 
the river below at the same time, and our prepa- 
tations were completely matured; but it is an 
herculean task to extract order from chaos. No 
me has, or shall be, lost on my part; but we 
cannot, when prepared at all points, control the 
‘Winds, It was last night, only, the transports 
from Oswego arrived; and, if I am not hardly 
Opposed by weather, I hope I shall have one 
thousand men afloat by the 26th, and complete 
my embarcation on the 30th; after which, until 
We reach Grenadier Island, I must look to our 
Squadron and the heavens for safety. 

_, Chauncey tells me he is liable to be blown off 
‘from his station, and, in such case, Sir James 
May slip out by him, but promises to follow him. 


It is material, to prevent the enemy from fol- 
lowing and cutting our rear, that some compe- 
tent force should take post on the St. Lawrence, 
below Kingston ; and I pray of you to make this 
arrangement with Chauncey. Before I left Sack- 
ets Harbor, I ordered a dozen slip-keeled boats, 
to carry fifty men each, and to row thirty oars, to 
be armed with a light cannon in their bow. This 
armament is to sweep the St. Lawrence of the 
enemy’s gunboats, and to take post in advance, 
when and wherever it may be advisable. 1 beg 
you, if necessary on your part, to give effect to 
this order. f 

“We have just received advice confirmatory 
of a naval combat on Lake Erie, in which it is 
said Perry has taken the whole British squadron, 
on the 10th instant, and brought the vessels into 
‘Putney harbor, at the islands, his own vessel, 
the Lawrence, barely capable of being floated. 
The action lasted six hours. This will cancel 
your news from our Commodore. The enclosed 
letter from General McClure breathes a good 
spirit, but he will not be up for several days. In 
the meantime I shall prepare his orders, to be 
ready to give him the command. 

* A body of horse, a small one, at that point 
where the fate of the island is to be decided by 
combat (for I believe not that we shall get pos- 
session of Montreal without a battle) will be in- 
valuable. Burn has been ordered hence, some- 
time before my arrival, to recruit his cavalry, 
and prepare them for action, and I shall order 
him by express to-morrow to incline by indirect 
dilatory marches towards Hamilton, there to look 
for further orders, somewhere about Antwerp, or 
that quarter. From Denmark or Champion he 
is to advise the commanding officer at Sackett's 
Harbor of his movements. 
© “De Rottenberg is under the full belief that I 
mean to attack him, and I shal! keep up the de- 
lusion as long as possible. 

“Tbe snail’s pace of the reinforcements ap- 
proaching this division, and, pardon me, their di- 
rection and route, occasion me surprise. Of what 
avail will be the detachments under Colonels 
Randolph and Coles,* which are, I learn, from 
Washington, on their march to this place, where 
they cannot, or will not. arrive before the 15th 
proximo? If these detachments had been ordered 
on by all the available water communications 
from Annapolis to Albany, they could have 
reached Sackett’s Harbor in season,and a column 
of eight hundred men would have been found an 
important desideratum in our impending opera- 
tions. Where, also, are the one thousand men 
reported to me by Colonel Duane as being ready 
for march, before I reached Philadelphia ? I must 
hope, near Sackett’s Harber. I put these ques- 
tions to you that I may apprize you of facts, that 
you, with whom it rests, may apply the remedy, 
for I find we possess little military subordination 
or respect, and that a chief of an army is obeyed 
more from courtesy than principle or professional 
obligations. 


* These corps arrived in time. 
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«I send this by the privateer Fox to Commo- 
dore Chauncey, with a request that he accelerate 
its progress to you. This place neither stops a 
gap, extends our possessions, nor covers or pro- 


move at dusk this day ; I say, at dusk, because: I 


am desirous to keep my neighbors under a deln-; 
sion as long as possible; they are perplexed:as.to. 


my intentions, and will.not be able to penetrate 


tects a country; it is good for naught, but to} them before they have discovered the course of 
command the ground it occupies, and, therefore, | my flotilla. 


I shall dismantle and abandon it.” 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to Major 
General Wilkinson, dated 


" SackETT's Hanson, Sept. 22, 1813. 


“Dear GENERAL: Your letters of the 16th, 17th, 
and 18th instants, have been this moment re- 
ceived; [ hasten to answer them. The main ob- 
ject must be prosecuted. Chauncey is not breken 
down; he can and will command the lake, and, 
while he does so, our position at Fort George may 
be maintained. If the enemy’s sick list amounts 
to one theusand four hundred out of three thou- 
sand, the enemy can undertake nothing with ef- 
fect. In this view of the subject, close with P. 
B. Porter’s proposition, made in the following 
words, viz: ‘Our proposition (in case of your 
leaving this place) is, that we be permitted to 
raise, between this and the 1st of October, a vol- 
unteer force of from one thousand to one thou- 
sand two hundred men, exclusive of Indians; 
that we add to it as many of the militia stationed 
on the lines as may be willing to join us; that 
we be furnished with a small train, (say four 
pieces of field artillery, with experienced officers 
and men to fight them,) and that with this force 
we be authorized to invade the enemy’s country.’ 

“Rodman’s corps may join Porter. Any vol- 
unteers you may have with the army, whose 
times are near expiring, and who are desirous of 
continuing in service, may do so, also. We will 
cover the whole by a requisition upon Governor 
Tompkins for additional militia. 

‘The enemy’s fleet have left the Chesapeake, 
I believe, for Halifax, whence the land troops are 
to be sent into Canada—another motive for quick 
movements. 

.* My last letters by Chauncey, of the 18th or 
19th, gave you all we yet know. Prevost has 
left Kingston, it is said for Quebec, more probably 
for Montreal. 

“Yours, faithfully and ever, 

“JOHN ARMSTRONG.” 


Nracara, Sept. 27, 1813, 6 o'clock, A. M. 


Dear Sir: I received, at eight o'clock last 
evening, your interesting letter of the 22d, and 
shall employ its authorizations to the best possi- 
ble effect. 

Fifteen hundred men were embarked, with 
orders to sail the day before yesterday, but a 
strong easterly wind has made it impossible to 
move. i 

The whole force (say three thousand com- 
batants, after deducting the garrisons of Forts 
George and Niagara) were ready for embarca- 
tion yesterday, and, as the weather is serene at 
this moment, I hope the whole may be able to 


I have authentic information from York the 
evening of the 24th instant. The brigade of 
militia in the vicinity were required to asseinble 
the 25th, and six hundred men of the 41st and 
49th regiments, second battalion, were daily ex- 
pected there on their route to this neighborhood. 
'Thisisgood; and still better, three spacious block 
houses are ordered by Sir George to be erected 
at York. 

But, sir, here is one drawback: the tantalizing 
Sir James Yeo was in shore with his fleet, on the 
evening of the 24th, (Friday,) about twenty- 
eight miles east of York. Where he is now we 
know not, for he has not since been heard of, and 
Chauncey is just sending out the Lady of the 
Lake and the Neptune to reconnoitre York, and 
the coast in that quarter. What may be the 
views of the Knight? To gasconade, to retard 
my movement, or to enable De Rottenberg to 
follow me, [am unable to divine; but will not be 
longer delayed, and, therefore, shall be twenty 
miles to the eastward before to-morrow morning, 
should the weather permit. If Sir James can-be 
discovered, Chauncey will seek him ; otherwise, 
he will sail with me to cover my left flank. 

As we have not a moment to lose, I shall pro- 
ceed directly to Grenadier* island, writing you, 
and sending orders to the commanding officer, by 
a despatch boat, en passant. 

After all, we are so straitened for transport that 
we shall not find room for more than fifteen days’ 
provisions; indeed, we have little more to spare 
from this position, and, therefore, our sole de- 
pendence must be on the magazines at Sackett’s 
Harbor, which the contractor should be person- 
ally advised. Heaven protect you! 

Truly yours, 
JAMES WILEINSON. 

Hon. Joun ARMSTRONG, 

Secretary of War. 


Forr Georas, Oct. 2, 1818. - 
Dear Sir: Since my last, of the 17th instant, 
I have had difficulties, perplexities, and anxieties, 
sufficient to discompose a saint. - 
Commodore Chauncey having ascertained that 
the British squadron was on the opposite coast, 
agreeably to the information I had given him, 
left port on the evening of the 27th to look for it; 


on the morning of the 28th we discovered our. 


squadron off this place about mid-channel, and 
standing for the York shore; about 12 o'clock, 
though very distant, we discovered it was warmly 
engaged—the enemy to leeward, and scarcely 
discernible; we could, with our glasses, distin- 
guish the Pike firing both her batteries, and fre- 


* I had determined on this point of rendezvous be- 
fore I heard from General Brown. 
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until yesterday morning, 


beating down the lake. 


was engaged with the whole. 


not look at smaller game. 


“answer this monnik 
“Early yesterday, before I had heard from the 
Commodore, the wind, for the first time, becoming 
favorable, I despatched all my batteaux ; and, as 
soon as I had ascertained Sir James Yeo’s situa- 
tion, our sail boats followed; but, alas! before 
one o'clock the wind again came round to the 
southeast, and several of our schooners returned, 


. batteaux, proceeded, and I hope reached Eighteen 
Mile ereek. 


. three hundred and fifty Indians, to whom I was 
` obliged to give an audience and a talk, and I 
* lodged in this place to see whether the enemy 
might look at it, and what would be the conduct 
ofthe garrison of six hundred and ninety militia, 
and eight hundred regular troops, under the com- 
mand of Colonel Scott. We have just had an 
alarm, and being myself among the first on pa- 
; rade, I have witnessed a scene by which I shall 
; profit Scott, before I leave him, which will be in 
a couple of hours, as, thank Almighty God, the 
wind again breezes, though it has rained all night, 
and still continues to rain. Oh! if it may please 
God to favor us with this breeze, we shall soon 
be near you; but it is in his power, by adverse 
Winds, to delay, and, by tempests, to destroy us. 
I move with about three thousand five hundred 
men. Farewell, and God preserve you! 


JAMES WILKINSON. 


Hon. Joun ARMSTRONG, 
Secretary of War. 


13th Con. 2d Srss.—77 


a Sir James, with the British force, assembled there, | sh ] 
and Chauncey into the hands of the enemy—he | force, destroy his resources, and place the division 
clawed off and came down to confer with me. 
He has my opinions in writing, and I expect his 


though a majority of them, and the whole of the | 


I have been detained by the arrival of about | 
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quently enveloped in smoke. The enemy were | Extract from the Journal of the Secretary of War. 
forced towards the head of the lake, and about 
3°oclock we lost sight of our sternmost vessel, 
thé'action still continuing. From that period, | George. 
I was kept in suspense | of War, 
as to the issue of the action; the wind blowing a | Brown, a 
gale from the southeast, and producing such a | monstrated freely and warmly against making an 
swell as made ‘it impossible for our privateers to 
keep the lake; and of course my flotilla was con- 
fined to port with the troops, either on board, or 
encamped on the beach. . The evening before the 
last, our whole fleet (alone) were discovered 
In the course of the night | 
they came to, off Four Mile creek, and yesterday 
morning the Commodore presented himself. Our 
observations on the action were in the main cor- 
rect, except that the battle was fought by the Secretary, and the opinion with which it closes 
Pike alone, (or next to it,) who, having earried | was adopted as that which should regulate the 
away Sir James's mizzen and main topmasts, his | movements of the army." 
squadron bore up to protect him. and Chauncey 
Unlucky fellow ! 
he eould have taken a schooner and a brig, but 
his eyes being fixed on the Commodore, he would 
Finally, Sir James, Í 
as usual, ran away; was chased to the head of | dred or one thousand, and demolish a strong hold 
the lake ; came to anchor close in shore; and the | of the enemy. 
gale and tremendous sea threatening, in case of a a t 
continued action, to put both squadrons on shore— | Zines of every species. 


“ 4th of October, 1813.—General Wilkinson ar- 
rived at Sackew’s Harbor on this day from Fort 
He immediately visited the Secretary 
in company with Generals Lewis and 
nd in the presence of these officers re- 


attack on Kingston, urging the propriety of pass- 
ing that post and of going directly to Montreal. 
|. “The Secretary of War differed from General 
Wilkinson in opinion, but thought his objections 
worthy of consideration, and proposed a meeting 
on the day following for that purpose. 
“The meeting took place accordingly, when 
General Wilkinson presented the paper marked 
i No.1. That marked No. 2 was presented by the 


No. 1. 


Reasons for attacking Kingston anterior to a 
descent upon Montreal. 
1st. We shall capture a garrison of eight hun- 


2d. We shall destroy his naval depot and maga- 
3d. We shall, by this operation, diminish his 


| at the head of the lake, under De Rottenberg, in 
great difficulty and distress; and 

4th. We shall destroy every naval resource, 
j and of consequence prevent the building, equip- 

ping, and even repairing, a single vessel, 

Against this attack it may be urged— 

Ist. That the reduction of the place may cost 
| more than we calculate on. 2 
| 2d. It may encumber us with wounded and 
| sick; and 

3d. It is possible the British squadron may, as 
heretofore, elude Commodore Chauneey, and find 
us before Kingston, or overtake us on the St. 
Lawrence. 

In the first place, from the lateness of the sea- 
‘son, the loss of a few days may expose us to the 
autumnal rains, and jeopard the chief object of 
thecampaign. In the second place, our own force 
will be diminished and our movements retarded ; 
and in the third place, the chief object of the 
campaign, the capture of Montreal, will be ut- 
terly defeated, and our own army subjected to 
great difficulties, losses, and perils. hi 

Submitted to the honorable Secretary of War. 

JAMES WILKINSON. 


No. 2. 


1st. The Niagara division will probably arrive 
here in a day or two. 

2d. The weather is yet good, and the lake navi- 
gable by scows and boats. 

3d. The enemy’s main force is in the neigh- 
borhood of Fort George, and his fleet at the head 
of the lake. 

4th. The garrison of Kingston does not exceed 
eight hundred or one thousand men. 
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5th. If we effect a landing at McPherson’s 
farm, on the eastern side of Kingston, a point 
may be seized which will command the town, 
the forts,and the harbor; and, within seven hours 
after the landing is effected, a sufficient battery 
may be erected and in operation. 

6th. Nine and twelve pounders will be sufficient 
for burning block-houses, &c., and may be drag- 
ged by the men. 

7th. The time necessary to reduce the place will 
not exceed a single day, and of course will not 
materially interfere, on that account, with our 
object below. 

8th. The loss we may sustain can only be con- 
jectured. Judging from that at Fort George, 


where the enemy were more numerous, it will be | 


inconsiderable. 

9th. The advantages of taking Kingston are 
two: you sever the enemy’s line of communica- 
tion, and you expel him from his only secure 
harbor. 

The premises assumed under the 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th, 
and 5th heads, may change, and our conclusions 
with them. The only safe decision therefore is, 
thatif the British fleet shall not escape Commo- 
dore Chauncey, and get into Kingston harbor; 
if the garrison of that place be not largely re- 
inforced ; and if the weather be such as will allow 
us to navigate the lake securely, Kingston shall 
be our first object, otherwise we shall go directly 
to Montreal. 

JOHN ARMSTRONG. 

SackETT's HARBOR, Oct. 5, 1813. 


War DzPARTMENT, Océ. 9, 1813. 

Dear GENERAL: Does there exist between you 
and the Commodore a clear and distinet under- 
standing on the subject of our plan of operations, 
and the kind and degree of assistance he will be 
able to give to its execution? Can he take a po- 
sition which shall have the effect of shutting in 
Yeo, and of covering our descent upon Kingston, 
and our subsequent movement down the St. Law- 
rence? Is it not probable that a part of the ene- 
my's fleet will, immediately on our appearance at 
Grenadier Island, occupy the passage of the river ? 
If we can be covered in going to our first object, 
and should attain that, we may be able to dis- 
pense with further naval assistance; but, should 
we fail, (a contingency whicb, being possible, 
ought to be regarded,) navalaid will be necessary 
to thegprosecution of the second part of the plan. 
As the fleet is wind-bound, and the Commodore 
here, explanations on these points may be readily 
and conveniently given. Let me know the re- 
sult, and believe me 

Truly yours, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Major Gen. WILKINSON. 


HEADQUARTERS, Sackeri’s HARBOR, 
October 9, 1813. 
Dear Sin: The Commodore and myself have 
hitherto understood each other perfectly, and I 
think weshall harmonize to the end. He isready 


to sail the moment the wind serves ; and you may 
rest assured that nothing essential to give effect 
to the operations of the army under my com- 
mand, and to accomplish the views of the Gov- 
ernment, has-been or shall be omitted. 
Respectfully and truly yours, 
JAMES WILKINSON. 
Hon. J. ArmsTRONG, Sec^ry of War. 


Extract of a letter from General Wilkinson to the Sec- 
retary of War, dated 


HEADQUARTERS, SAckETT's HARBOR, - 
October 18, 1813. 
“The diminution of our force, by disease and 
various casualties, and more especially the uncer- 
| tainty of the period of our movement against 
Monireal, render it necessary, in my judgment, 
that you should revoke the order of march you 
have given to Major General Hampton, and that 
he should be directed to march for Morrisville, 
as rapidly as may be consistent with the health 
of his troops. This proposition is founded on the 
presumption that we Aie s the reduction of Kings- - 
ton and the,conquests of the upper provinces the 
first objects of our operations." 


War Department, Oct. 19, 1813. 

Sin: [received your letter of yesterday, and 
should have answered it more promptly, but that: 
business of the South and West required my im- 
mediate attention. ` 

When, on the 4th instant, you returned from ` 
Fort George, we had the prospect of a speedy 
concentration of our forces at this point. The: 
Niagara division had sailed on the 30th ultimo; 
the enemy’s principal force occupied a'canton- 
ment between Lakes Erie and Ontario; his fleet 
was at the head of the lake, and his garrison at 
Kingston reduced. to seven or eight hundred men. 
Under these circumstances it was no doubt wise 
to decide as we did, that our first attack should 
be carried against that place; but do these cir- 
cumstances any longer exist? The expected con- 
centration is but now effected, (18th of October.) 
A reinforcement of one thousand five hundred 
men has been thrown into Kingston; the British 
fleet has got into port there, and our force, from 
disease and other casualties, is, according to your 
statement, diminished and diminishing. To re- 
instate and augment this, it is now proposed to 
order General Hampton from his present position 
at Chatauge, to Morrisville, on the St. Lawrence. 
These places are distant upwards of one hundred 
miles. A march of such length, at this season of 
the year, and in the present condition of the roads, 
loaded as he is with a train of artillery, with 
means of subsistence, and with tents and bag- 
gage, cannot be performed under fifteen days, to 
which must be added the time necessary for giv- 
ing the order for making the arrangements pre- 
liminary to such a movement, and for making 
also the subsequent one from Morrisville to the 
mouth of the Gaunanoqui river; all of which 
would probably protract the moment of junction 
till the 15th of November. 


` 
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Admonished, as we are, by the storms which 
have assailed us for ten days past,and which 
have not vet ceased, I cannot but think that a pe- 
riod so late would of itself be fatal to the pro- 


ject. 


Other circumstances lead to the same conelu- 
sion. Beginning our operations from the mouth 
a march 
of twenty-four miles to Kingston, and through a 

country covered with woods, destitute of inhab- 
‘itants, aud pervious only by two roads, which, 
without any interruption from the enemy, are 
represented as nearly impassable at present. This 
movement (unlike that originally projected*) 
cannot be made without the aid of horses, and a 
less number'of these than six hundred,f including 
the second regiment of dragoons, is, I understand, 
deemed insufficient, Now these must be fed, and 
their provender drawn from this place, as the 
country between Gravelly Point and Putneyville 
affords none, and interposes a swampy desert, 


of the Gaunanoqui river, we shall have 


which shuts us out from the supplies of Rossie and 
Rayville, &c. An important question arises here 
—can the necessary forage be obtained from this 
neighborhood? The Quartermaster General says 
“it cannot, that it must be carted from Lowville, 
(forty miles distant,) and transported hence by 
water.” These facts, on your plan, menace our 
operations against Kingston, with a delay which 
would probably surround us with all the embar- 
tassments of a Canadian Winter, and extinguish 
every hope of grasping the other—the safer and 
the greater object below. I call it the safer and 
greater object, because, at Montreal, you find the 
‘weaker place, and the smaller force to encounter: 
at Montreal, you meet a fresh, unexhausted, effi- 
cient reinforcement of four thousand men: at 
Montreal, you approach your own resources, and 
establish between you and them an easy and an 
expeditious intercourse: at Montreal, you occupy 
a point which must be gained in carrying your 
attacks home to the purposes of the war, and 
which, if seized now, will save one campaign: at 
Montreal, you hold a position which completely 
severs the enemy’s line of operations; which 
shuts up the Ottawa as well as the St, Lawrence 
against him; and which, while it restrains all be- 
low, withers and perishes all above itself. 


These, General, are the thoughts which present 
themselves on your proposition, and which I un- 
derstand as abandoning, for this campaign, the 
Proposed attack on Montreal. Iam entirely dis- 
posed to listen to all that can be said on the other 
side of the question, but, at present, the reasons 
assigned leave me no doubt of the policy of pur- 
suing, promptly and firmly,{ the plan already in- 
dicated, and which, besides the approbation of the 
— 

* A descent at McPherson’s farm, two miles and a 
half below Kingston. 

Tt Forage for this number was required by the 
General. 

This refers to the preceding plan, approved by the 
President on the 23d July, and communicated to Gen. 

ilkinson on the 5th of August. 


President, has received the sanction of a council 
of war.* 
I am very respectfully, &c. 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Major Gen’l Wirkixsox. 


HEADQUARTERS, Sackerr’s HARBOR, 
October 19, 1813. 

Dear Sta: I was about to embark for Grena- 
dier Island when I received your letter of this 
morning, which I will endeavor to answer; my 
very feeble condition, and the want of time for 
reflection, disqualify me from doing full justice 
to my opinions. 

You will recollect that, in my letter of the 6th 
of August, I proposed to take Kingston, as pre- 
liminary to an attack on Montreal; you offered 
a different opinion in your letter of the 8th, and, 
on my arrival here, I submitted the alternative to 
a council of war, which decided in favor of your 
plan to leave Kingston untouched, and proceed 
directly against Montreal; but ulterior consider- 
ations and informationt have induced me to ad- 
here to my original plan. . . 

Permit me, previous to the discussion of the 
grounds of my opinion, to submit a few incidental 
remarks. 

It is extremely doubtful what may be the pres- 
ent ferce of the enemy at Kingston, and very un- 
certain how much our own farce may have been 
diminished by disease, and the casualties attend- 
ing our movements. 

From the retreat of Proctor before General Har- 
rison, and the information received from Colonel 
Scott, I think it probable that De Rottenberg, 
with the effectives of his division, has goné to 
reinforce Proctor, and that the troops which have 
descended to Kingston consisted only of the sick 
of that division. 


*This council consisted of Generals Wilkinson, 
Lewis, Brown, and Swartwout, and Commodore 
Chauncey. The opinion was unanimous. 

Norz.—Before the Secretary of War left Sackett's 
Harbor, and while it was deemed practicable, and was 
intended to carry our attacks against both Kingston 
and Montreal, he had one or more conversations with 
Commodore Chauncey, on the general subject of naval 
co-operation. These had particular reference to two 
points—the place of landing, [in case Kingston was the 
object of attack,] and the degree of protection which 
the fleet could be able to render to the debarcation of 
the army. The places of descent indicated by the Sec- 
retary were three: 

lst. McPherson's farm, two miles and a half below 
Kingston. 

2d. The mouth of the Little Cataraqui, four or five 
miles above Kingston; and 

3d. The mouth of the Gaunanoqui river, twenty-four 
miles below Kingston. 

The Commodore's answer was substantially as fol- 
lows: that he would not take upon himself the respon- 
sibility of covering the landing of the army at the first 
of these points, but that he would cover its landing at 
either of the other two. 

T This ulterior arrangement was not communicated 
to the Secretary of War. 
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. My idea of recalling Genera] Hampton to re- 
inforce us, was produced by an alarm with respect 
to the insufficiency of our force, which I found 
spreading; and the direction which I suggested 
was founded on your own proposition* of the 13th 
instant, at which time I understood you to offer 
the opinion, that the march from Hampton's en- 
. eampment to Morrisville might be accomplished 
in six days, and my own opinion is, that, by dis- 
embarrassing himself of his artillery and attirail, 
pethaps he might be able to make the march in 
that time, or a few days more. 
“My reasons for preferring the attack of Kings- 
ton to that of Montreal, are these: 

By the reduction of that place we conquer a 
province, not only of great importance to the ene- 
my, but a valuable acquisition to ourselves; we 
capture or destroy four thousand of his best 
troops; we put an end to the Indian war; and, 
by the destruction of his naval force, establish our 
command of the lake, and permit a respectable 
part of our naval force to be employed elsewhere. 

‘On the contrary, leave Kingston, its garrison, 
and the British squadron in our rear, and proceed 
to Monweal, none of thoseimportant objects will 
be gained, The enemy will remain in undis- 
turbed possession of the province, at liberty to ex- 
ercise his enterprise against this frontier at disere- 
tion; for it is a fact, however opinions may vary, 
the resources of the province are adequate to the 
subsistence of his army. His naval superiority 
on the lake will be re-established by the opening 
of the Spring; the Indian depredations may be 
encouraged or continued; or, should he prefer it, 
he may, on the opening of the campaign, leaving 
Sir James Yeo triumphant on the lake, witha 
suitable garrison for the protection of Kingston, 
descend the St. Lawrence with his main force, 
and fall upon our rear, while we shall be engaged 
in front, admitting we succeed in establishing 
ourselves at Montreal. 

Having passed Kingston, the fortifications at 
Prescott may present such an obstacle to our fur- 
ther progress, as to compel us to land and reduce 
it by force—an operation which may consume 
more time than can be spared at this advanced 
season. I speak conjecturally; but, should we 
surmount every obstacle in descending the river, 
we shall advance upon Montreal ignorant of the 
force arrayed against us, and in case of misfor- 
tune, having no retreat, the army must surren- 
der at discretion. I will barely add,that, as the 
Winter commences at Montreal by the 20th of 
November, should we be delayed on the route by 
any untoward incidents, our embarrassments and 
perils will be greatly multiplied. 

I offer these results of my frail judgment with 
a conscientious regard for the public good. Iam 
bigoted to no project, and therefore am willing to 
yield my own judgment to that of others. 


* What is here called a proposition was but a ques- 
tion, whether the march could be performed in six 
days? General W. answered in the negative, and ad- 
vised that General Hampton should be ordered to go 
on to Cognawaga. 


Personal consideration would make me prefer 
a visit to Montreal to the attack of Kingston ; but. 
before I abandon this attack, which by my in- 
structions I am ordered to make, it is necessary 
to my justification that you should, by the au- 
thority of the President, direct the operations of 
the army under my command particularly against, . 
Montreal. 

With my earnest wishes for the successful issue. 
of whatever may be undertaken, I am, dear sir, 
with much respect and esteem, truly yours, 

l ' JA. WILKINSON. | 

Hon. J. ArmstRONG, Sec’ry of War. 

N. B. All the objections which apply to the 
landing below Kingston may be obviated by land- 
ing above it. My sole motive for suggesting the 
idea of landing below, was to prevent the garri- 
son’s escape. If there be a deficiency of forage 
on our part, it is the fault of the Quartermaster 
General, who was instructed as early as August 
to lay in a supply of twelve thousand bushels for 
the subsistence of the cavalry. 

JA. WILKINSON. 

Hon. J. ARMSTRONG, Sec’ry of War. 


Endorsement on the preceding letter by the Secretary 
of War. 

Nore.—lIf we look at the plan of campaign of 
the 23d of July, we find that it proposed an at- 
tack on Kingston, and even indicated the mode 
of that attack. If we examine General Wilkin- 
son's letter of the 6th of August, we find that he 
provisionally adopted that opinion ; and if we re- 
fer to the letter of the Secretary of War of the 
8th, so far from expressing a different opinion, 
we discover that it instructed the General to 
choose between a direct and an indirect attack 
on that post. It was not, therefore, any difference 
of opinion between the Secretary and the Gene- 
ral that was submitted to the.council of war, as 
stated in the preceding leiter, but the mere alter- 
native presented by the instructions of the letter; 
hee choice between the two modes of at- 
tack. ! 


War Department, Oct. 20, 1813. 

Sir: I received your letter of yesterday by 
Major Lee. You appear to have written it un- 
der animpression that your instructions of August 
last made a direct attack upon Kingston unavoid- 
able. A copy of these instructions is before me, 
and in the last paragraph of them we find asum- 
mary of their substance. It is as follows: “After 
this exposition, it is unnecessary to add, that, in. 
conducting the present campaign, you will make 
Kingston your principal object, and that you will 
choose, as circumstances may indicate, between 
a direct and an indirect attack on that post.”. 
Both modes of attack are slightly detailed in these 
orders, and a preference given to the latter, but 
without at all infringing your right of choice, or 
in any degree lessening your responsibility. Nor 
am Inow at liberty to change the ground of these 
instructions, since the only effect of this would 
be to substitute my opinion for yours. The former 


D141 


APPENDIX. 


2442 


Failure of the Northern Army. 


has not, however, been withheld; it has been given 
freely and fully, and is yet unshaken by any con- 
sideration presented to my mind. 

` As we are now about to part, it may be proper 
that I should subjoin to what I have said in favor 
of a movement on Montreal, a short statement of 
my objections to a direct attack on Kingston. 

^ 1st. If its garrison consists of four thousand 
of the best troops of the enemy, (as you suggest) 

rour attack will fail. 

2d. If your attack fails, your retreat is imprac- 
ticable. ` 

3d. Your descent must necessarily be made 
above or below the town, on the water’s edge, 
and within a short distance of your object. If 
made below the town, your fleet cannot cover it ;* 
if made above the town, it must be done in pres- 
ence of the enemy, and within stroke of his fleet, 
and that he will think the object sufficient to jus- 
tify the risk cannot be doubted. Besides, an ap- 
proach on this side, however successful, leaves to 
the enemy the means of escaping. 

Ath. The experiment already made of the lake 
navigation is not encouraging. Though pressed 
by no enemy other than the weather, the army 
has not been able to reach Grenadier island but 
in broken order, and with considerable loss. On 
your plan, they have eighteen other miles to go 
on the open lake, and much of this distance under 
the eye of the British fleet. Is it probable that 
our scows will be able to navigate this remaining 
distance (at a season and under circumstances so 
"ünfavorable) in better order, or with less loss? 

These are the best thoughts I can offer, and it 
only remains to add to them my best wishes for 
your army and for yourself. 

2 JOHN ARMSTRONG. 

Major General WILKINSON. 


LADY or THE LAKE, 
Off Sackett’s Harbor, Oct. 24, 1813. 


Sir: I was at Grenadier island the day before 
yesterday, and found the troops dropping in so 
slowly that I determined to return, hunt them up, 
and quicken their movement. My presence at 
the harbor was also necessary to have clothing 
selected to cover numbers of our naked men. 

I will say nothing of the horrid condition in 
Which that place was left. Colonel Coles has 
‘arrived with upwards of two hundred good men, 
and expects about eighty more to-day. Randolph 
and Scott are expected at Oswego, nine hundred 
Strong. I have contrived torig and send off ves- 
sels to bring upsix hundred of them in season for 
my movement from Grenadier island, which will 
not be delayed one instant unnecessarily. The 
people at Kingston appear to be much affrighted, 
firing their alarm guns on the slightest appear- 
ance. J. N. has returned, and if he may be cred- 
ited, De Rottenburg has not arrived, and all the 
foree they can spare is sent down the river to take 
— 


_ * Commodore Chauncey declared he would not take 
the responsibility of covering the descent of the army 
if made at McPherson’s farm, below the town. 


possession of, and fortify, some critical passes. 
My health continues, unfortunately, bad. ` 
I have the honor to be, most respeetfully, sir, 


your obedient servant, 
JA. WILKINSON. 


Extract of a letter from Major General Wilkinson to 
the Secretary of War, dated 


GRENADIER ÍstANU, Oct. 28, 1813. 


“I send you this by an extra Aid-de-Camp, 
Captain Nourse, to relieve the anxiety to which 
you must be subject, in the impending eventful 
moment. 

“The extent of the injuries to our craft, the 
clothing and arms of the men, and to our pro- 
visions, on the passage from Sacketts Harbor to 
this place, greatly exceeded our apprehensions, 
and has subjected us to the necessity of furnish- 
ing a supply of clothing, and of making repairs 
and equipments to our flotilla generally. In fact, 
all our hopes have been very nearly blasted ; but 
thanks to the same Providence which placed us 
in jeopardy, we are surmounting our difficulties, 
and, God willing, I shall pass Prescott on the 
night of the 1st or 2d proximo, if some unfore- 
seen obstacle does not present to forbid me. I 
shall expect to hear from you at Morrisville, 
where Colonel Swift is to meet me, and to guard 
against chance shots, I wish wagons would be 
held in readiness to receive our powder and field 
ammunition, at a suitable distance above Pres- 
cott. 

“I keep up the delusion here; and the enemy, 
about sixteen hundred strong, exclusive of five 
hundred militia, are in daily expectation of a visit 
at Kingston, yet they have taken post, I under- 
stand, at Cornwall and the Coteau de Lac. No 
matter ; once past Prescott, and our bayonetsand 
sabres shall remove all impediments. 

“ The inexorable winds and rains continue to 
oppose and embarrass our movements; but I am 
seizing on every moments interval, to slip into 
the St. Lawrence, corps and detachments, as they 
can begotready. Our rendezvous will be in Bush 
creek, about twenty miles below, and nearly op- 
posite to Gaunanoqui, which position menaces a 
descent on the opposite shore. [shall sail from 
that position at four o'clock of the morning, and 
will pass Prescott about the same time the ensu- 
ing morning. 

"We have had such a fluctuation of sick and 
well between this place and Sackett’s Harbor, 
that it is impossible to say in what force we shall 
move; but I calculate on 6,000 combatants, ex- 
clusive of Scott and Randolph, neither of whom 
will, I fear, be up in season, notwithstanding ail 
my arrangements and exertions to accelerate their 
march ; they are both under provisional orders for 
Ogdensburgh." , 


War DEPARTMENT, DENMARK, 
October 30, 9 o'clock P. M. 
Dear GENERAL: I this moment received your 
despatch by Captain Nourse. I rejoice that your 
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difficulties are so far surmounted as to enable you 
to say with assurance when you will pass Pres- 
cott. I should have met you there; but bad 
roads, worse weather, and a considerable degree 
of illness, admonish me against receding further 
from a point where my engagements call me 
about the 1st proximo. The resolution of tread- 
ing back my steps was taken at Antwerp, and 
communicated in a letter from that place by Maj. 
Lush. I wrote a single line to you to-day, giving 
the fortunate issue of Harrison’s business, and his 
arrival at Fort George with MeArthur's brigade. 
1f Vincent be within the peninsula, Harrison will 
root him out. It remains with you to sweep the 
rest of theline before you. Montreal taken, what 
are Prescott and Kingston? Give Hampton time- 
ly notice of your approach, and of the place and 

hour of junction. 
Yours, sincerely, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 

Major General WILKINSON. 


Extracts of a letter from Major General Wilkinson to 
the Secretary of War, dated 


GnENADIER IsLanp, Nov. 1, 1813. 


“ You will perceive from the duplicate under 
cover (letter of the 28th of October) what were 
my calculations four days since; but the winds 
and waves and rains and snow still prevail, and 
we have made several fruitless attempts to turn 
Stony Point, one of them at great peril to three 
thousand men, whom I seasonably remanded to 
the harbor without the loss of a life. Our sick, 
one hundred and ninety-six in number, have not 
fared as well; they were embarked in stout com- 
fortable vessels, and sailed the day before yester- 
day morning for Sackett’s Harbor, but they were 
driven on shore by a storm, which continued with 
unremitting violence all night; and as no exer- 
tion could relieve them, I anticipated the loss of 
the whole; but the tempest having abated, and 
the wind shifted from southwest to northeast, 
boats were sent out yesterday morning, and Dr. 
Bull reports the loss of three men only. Other 
means of transport will be provided to-morrow, 
and these unfortunate men will be sent to the 
hospital at Sackett’s Harbor. 

* Brigadier Brown with his brigade, the light 
artillery, the riflemen, the volunteers, the gun- 
boats, Bissell’s regiment, and a part of Macomb's, 
are, I expect, safe at French creek, with the ar- 
tillery and ordnance stores, These corps have 
made the traverse of the arm of the lake under 
circumstances of great danger, though fortunately 
without the loss of a life, but at the expense of 
some boats. 

“J shall wait one day longer, and if the passage 
should still continue impracticable to the troops, 
I will land them on the opposite shore, march 
them across the country to the St. Lawrence, 
and send the empty boats round to a given ren- 
dezvous. 

“As Major General Hampton is under your or- 
ders, permit me to suggest to you what is worthy 
of reflection—whether he should take a position 


and wait the arrival of my command near the 
confluence of the St. Lawrence and Grand river, 
or whether he should move down the St. Law- ' 
rence and menace Chambly? If he is strong 
enough to meet Sir George, the latter will be the 
preferable plan, because it will have the effect to 
divide the enemy’s force; otherwise he should 
adopt the first idea, hazard nothing, and strength- 
en my hands. 

& The enclosed copy of a memorandum from 
Colonel Swift will show you what he is about, J 
flatter myself, to your satisfaction. The sole un- 
pleasant circumstance before me, is our total ig- 
norance of the preparations of Sir George, and 
what we may expect to meet on the island. I 
fear no consequences; but it must be painful to 
lead more than six thousand men to battle hood- 
winked; and yet all my efforts to procure intel- 
ligence from Montreal have proved fruitless.” | 


ln a a a a e 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to Gen- 
eral Wilkinson, dated 


War DgPanTMENT, Nov. 1, 1813. 

* Prevost will perhaps be found between the 
Coteau de Lac and the Isle Perrot. If wise, he 
will attempt to fight you before your junction 
with Hampton. Avoid this, and leave nothing 
to chance that you can settle on your own terms. 
A junction with Hampton enables you to give 
the law.” 


Extract of a letter from General Wilkinson to the Sec- 
retary of War, dated 


GRENADIER ÍSLAND, 
Nov. 3, 1813, 7 o'clock A. M. 

“The troops and squadron are at last in the 
river, excepting Macomb’s regiment, with which 
I shall join them by 10 o’clock, as the weather is 
propitious. Extreme illness, and the arrival of 
Colonel Randolph with two hundred and thirty 
men, kept me here last evening. We shall be 
encamped at French creek to-night; will take 
to-morrow for final organization and arrange- 
ment, and the next day pass or prepare to take 
Prescott ; by preference I shall not disturb the 
place, because I have not time to spare.” 


Et ME E en Ee 


ALBANY, November 12, 1813. 

Dear GENERAL: My accounts from and of you 
are of the same date. Neither come down lower 
than the 3d instant. These left you with the re- 

| serve at Grenadier island. 

General Hampton has made a movement to- 
wards the St. Lawrence. After feeling and skir- 
mishing with the enemy, he retired again to the 
Four Corners, until he had notice of your ap- 
proach. I hastened to inform him. by express 
(who would reach him in forty-eight hours) that 
you were in motion ; that on the 5th you would 
pass or take Prescott, and that on the 8th you 
would be at Hamilton, whence he might expect 
to hear from you; that he must put himself again 
in motion, and take a position which would ena- 
ble him to join you, or which should detain the 
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enemy onthe south side of the river. If Pre- 
yost; on learning your approach, quits his present 
position, aud re-occupies the north bank of the 
St. Lawrence, Hampton goes on and joins you. 
If he remains on the south bank, he abandons 
Montreal and even the road to his capital. In 
the fullness of my faith that you are in Montreal, 
and that you have both seen and seized on all the 
' advantages that theerrors of an enemy may have 
. given you, 

; Iam, dear General, cordially yours,  - 

RE J. ARMSTRONG. 

Major General WirxiNsox. 


letter from Major General Wilkinson to 
the Secretary of War, dated 


zs Frenca Milis, November 15, 1813. 
- ° Tt is a faq, for which I am authorized to 
‘pledge myself on the most confidential author- 
; ity, that, on the fourth of the present month, the 
British garrison of Montreal consisted solely of 
four hundred marines and two hundred sailors, 
; which had been sent up from Quebec. What a 
` golden, glorious opportunity, has been lost by 
the caprice of Major General Hampton.” 


Extract of a 


Heapauarters, FRENCH MiLLs, 

m A November 16, 1813. 

Sir: I beg leave to refer you to the journal 
which accompanies this letter, for the particulars 
of the. movement of the corps under my com- 
inand down the St. Lawrence, and will endeavor 
‘to exert my enfeebled mind to detail to you the 
i more striking and important incidents whieh 
have ensued my departure from Grenadier island, 
^ àt the foot of Lake Ontario, on the 3d instant. 
"The corps of the enemy from Kingston, which 
followed me, hung on my rear; and, in concert 
with a heavy galley and a few gunboats, seemed 
determined to retard my progress. I was strong- 
' ly tempted to halt, turn about, and put an end to 
his teasings; but.alas! I was confined to my 
bed. Major General Lewis was too ill for any 
active exertion; and, above all, I did not dare 
suffer myself to be diverted a single day from the 

tosecution of the views of the Government. I 
had written Major General Hampton on the 6th 
instant, by his Adjutant General, Colonel King, 
and had ordered him to form a junction with me 
on the St. Lawrence, which I expected would 
take place on the 9th or 10th. It would have 
been unpardonable had I lost sight of this object 
a moment, as I deemed it of vital importance to 
the issue of the campaign. 
_ The enemy deserve credit for their zeal and 
intelligence, which the active universal hostility 
of the male inhabitants of the country enable 
them to employ to the greatest advantage. Thus, 
while menaced by a respectable force in rear, 
the coast was lined by musketry in front at every 
. Critical pass of the river, which obliged me to 
"march a detachment, and this impeded my pro- 
gress, 

' On the evening of the 9th instant, the army 
halted a few miles from the head of the Longue 


Saut. In the morning of the 10th, the enclosed 
order was issued. General Brown marched agree- 
ably to order, and about noon we were apprized, 
by the report of his artillery, that he was engaged 
some distance below us. At the same time the 
enemy were observed in our rear, and their gal- 
ley and gunboats approached our flotilla and 
opened a fire on us, which obliged me to order a 
battery of eighteen pounders to be planted, anda 
shot from it compelled the vessels of the enemy 
to retire, together with their troops, after some 
firing between the advanced parties. But, by 
this time, in consequence of disembarking and 
re-embarking the heavy guns, the day was so far 
spent, that our pilots did not enter the Saut, 
(eight miles a continued rapid,) and, therefore, 
we fell down about two miles, and came to for 
the night. Early the next morning everything 
was in readiness for motion; but having received 
no intelligence from General Brown, I was still 
delayed, as sound caution prescribed I should 
learn the rcsult of his affair before I committed 
the flotilla to the Saut. At half past ten o'clock, 
A.M., an officer of dragoons arrived with a let- 
ter, in which the General informed me he had 
forced the enemy, and would reach the foot of 
the Saut early in the day. Orders were imme- 


‘| diately given for the flotilla to sail, at which in- 


stant the enemy’s gunboats appeared, and began 
to throw shot among us. Information was brought 
me at the same time, from Brigadier General 
Boyd, that the enemy's troops were advancing in 
column. I immediately sent orders to him to 
attack them. This report was soon contradicted. 
Their gunboats, however, continued to watch us, 
and a variety of reports of their movements and 
counter-movements were brought to me in suc- 
cession, which conviaced me of their determina- 
tion to hazard an attack when it could be done 
to the greatest advantage, and, therefore, I de- 
termined to anticipate them. Directions were 
accordingly sent by that distinguished officer, 
Colonel Swift, of the Engineers, to Brigadier Gen- 
eral Boyd, to throw the detachment of his com- 
mand, assigned to him in the order of the pre- 
ceding day. and composed of men from his own, 
Covington’s and Swartwout’s brigades, into three 
columns, to march upon the enemy, out flank 
them, if possible, and take their artillery. The 
action soon after commenced with the advanced 
body of the enemy, and beeame extremely sharp 
and galling; and, with occasional pauses, was 
sustained with great vivacity, in open space and 
fair combat, for upwards of two and a half hours, 
the adverse lines alternately yielding and advan- 
cing. It is impossible to say with accuracy what 
was our number on the field, because it consisted 
of indefinite detachments taken from the boats 
to render safer the passage of the Saut. Briga- 
dier Generals Covington and Swartwout volun- 
tarily took part in the action at the head of the 
detachments from their respective brigades, and 
exhibited the same courage that was displayed by 
Brigadier General Boyd, who happened to be the 
senior officer on the ground. Our force engaged 
might have reached sixteen or seventeen hun- 
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hundred. That of the enemy was estimated at 
from twelve hundred to two thousand, but prob- 
ably did not amount to more than fifteen or six- 
teen hundred, consisting, as I am informed, of 
detachments from the 49th, 84th, and 104th regi- 
ments of the line, with three companies of the 
voltigeur and Glengary corps, and the militia of 
ihe country, who are not included in the esti- 
mate. — 

. It would be presumptuous in me to attempt to 
give you a detailed account of this affair, which 
certainly reflects bigh honor on the American 
soldier, as no example can be produced of undis- 
eiplined men, with inexperienced officers, braving 
a fire of two hours and a half, without quitting 
the field, or yielding to their antagonists. But, 
sir, the information I now give you is derived 
from officers of my confidence, who touk active 
parts. in this conflict ; for, though I was enabled 
io order the attack, it was my hard fortune not 
to, be able to lead the troops I commanded ; the 
disease with which I was assailed on the 2d of 
September, on my journey to Fort George, hav- 
ing, with a few short intervals of convalescence, 
preyed on me ever since; and, at the moment of 
this action, I was confined to my bed, and ema- 
ciated almost to a skeleton, unable to set my 
horse, or to move ten paces without assistance, 

I must, however, be pardoned for trespassing 
on your time a few remarks in relation to the 
affair. T'he objects of the British and American 
commanders were precisely opposed ; the last 
being bound by the instructions of his Govern- 
ment, and the most solemn obligations of duty, 
to precipitate his descent of the St. Lawrence by 
every practicable means; because, this being ef- 
fected, one of the greatest difficulties opposed to 
the American Army would be surmounted : and 
the first, by duties equally imperious, to retard, 
and, if possible, prevent such descent—he is to be 
accounted victorious who effected his purpose. 
The British commander, having failed to gain 
either of his objects, can lay no claim to the honor 
of the day. The battle fluctuated, and triumph 
seemed, at different times, inclined to the contend- 
ing corps. The front of the enemy was at first 
forced back more than a mile, and, though they 
never regained the ground thus lost, their stand 
was permanent, and their charges resolute. 
Amidst these charges, and near the close of the 
contest, we lost a field piece by the fall of the 
officer, who was serving it, with the same cool- 
ness as if he had been ata parade or review ; this 
was Lieutenant Smith of the light artillery, wlio, 
in point of merit, stood at the head of his grade, 

The enemy having halted, and our troops being 
again formed in battalia, front to front, and the 
firing ceased on both sides, we resumed our posi- 
tion on the bank of the river, and the infantry 
being much fatigued,the whole werere-embarked, 
and proceeded down the river, without further 
annoyance from the enemy or their gunboats, 
„while the dragoons, with five pieces of light ar- 

tilery, marched down the Canada shore without 
n. 


dred men, but certainly did not exceed eighteen 


It is due to his rank, to his worth, and to: his 
services, that I should make particular mention of 
Brigadier General Covington, who received..a 
mortal wound directly through the body, while 
animating his men, and leading them: on tq the 
charge. He fell where he fought, at the head of 
his men, and survived but two days. 

The next morning the flotilla: passed through 
the Saut, and joined that excellent officer, Brig- 
adier General Brown, at Barnharts, near Corn- 
wall, where he had been instructed to take post 
and wait "my arrival; and where I confidently 
expected to hear of Major General Hampton’s 
arrival on the opposite shore. But, immediately 
after I halted, Colonel Atkinson, the Inspector 
General of the division under Major General 
Hampton, waited on me with a letter from that 
officer, in which, to my unspeakable mortification 
and surprise, he declined the junction ordered, 
and informed me he was marching towards Lake 
Champlain, by way of co-operating in the propo- 
sed attack on Montreal. 

This letter, together with a copy of that to 
which it is an answer, were immediately sub- 
mitted to a council of war, composed of my gen- 
eral officers, and the Colonel commanding the 
elite, the Chief Engineer, and the Adjutant Gen- 


-eral, who unanimously gave it as their opinion, 


that“ the attack on Montreal should be abandoned 
for the present season, and the army, then near 
Cornwall, should be immediately crossed to the 
American shore for taking up Winter quarters, 
and that this place afforded an eligible position 
for such quarters.” 

I acquiesced in these opinions, not from the 
shortness of the stock of provisions, (which had 
been reduced by the acts of God) because that of 
our meat had been increased five days, and our 
bread had been reduced only two days, and be- 
cause we could, in case of extremity, have lived 
on the enemy; but beeause the loss of the divi- 
sion under Major General Hampton weakened 
my force too sensibly to justify the attempt. In 
all my measures aad movements of moment, I 
have taken the opinions of my general officers, 
which have been in accord with my own. 

I remained on the Canada shore until the next 
day, without seeing or hearing from the “ power- 
ful force" of the enemy in our neighborhood,.and 
the same day reached this position with the ar- 
tillery and infantry. The dragoons have been 
ordered to Utica, and its vicinity, and I expect are 
fifty or sixty miles on the march. 

You have, under cover, a summary abstract of 
the killed and wounded in the affair of the 11th in- 
stant, which shall soon be followed by a particular 
return, in which a just regard will be paid to in- 
dividual merits. The dead rest in honor,and the 
wounded bled for their country and deserve its 
gratitude. 

With perfect respect, I have the honor to be, 
sir, your obedient servant, 


JAMES WILKINSON. 


The Hon. J. ARMsTRONG, 
Secretary of War. 


j 
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of the Army of the United States, descending the 
it, Lawrence, under the command of Major General 
ames Wilkinson, in an action fought at Williams- 
;"burgh, in Upper Canada, on the 11th of November, 
i 1813. E ý 

. Killed.—Subalterns 3, sergeants 7, corporals 3, 
musician 1, privates 88.— Total 102. 

S Wounded.—Brigadier general 1, assistant ad- 
jutant general 1, aid-de-camp 1, colonel 1, major 
1, captains 5, subalterns 6, sergeants 9, corporals 
13, musician 1, privates 108.—Total 237. 


We UN UTR MEA P ETE RN HI idi, ad 


Names of the Commissioned Officers killed and 
: 3 wounded. 
' — Killed.—Lieutenant William W. Smith, ofthe 
| light artillery; Lieutenant David Hunter, of the 
‘12th regiment infantry; Lieutenant Edward Olm- 
stead, of the 16th regiment infantry. 

‘Wounded.—Brigadier General Leonard Cov- 
ington, mortally, (since dead;) Major Talbot 
Chambers, Assistant Adjutant General, slightly ; 
Major Darby Noon, Aid-de-camp to Brigadier 
General Swartwout, slighly; Colonel James P. 
Preston, of the 23d regiment infantry, severely, 
his right thigh fractured; Major William Cum- 
mings, of the 8th regiment infantry, severely ; 
Captain Edmund Foster, of the 9th regiment in- 
' fantry, slightly ; Captain David S. Townsend, of 
the 9th regiment infantry, severely—taken pris- 
öner; Captain Mordecai Myers, of the 13th regi- 
; tent infantry, severely ; Captain John Campbell, 
of the 13th regiment infantry, slightly ; Captain 
John B. Murdoch, of the 25th regiment infantry ; 
Tiieutenant William S. Heaton, of the 11th regi- 
‘ment infantry, severely; Lieutenant John Wil- 
: Hams, of the 13th regiment infantry, slightly ; 
Lieutenant John Lynch, of the 14th regiment in- 
fantry, severely—taken prisoner; Lieutenant 
. Peter Pelham, of the 21st regiment infantry, se- 
. vetely—taken prisoner; Lieutenant James D. 
Brown, of the 25th regiment infantry, slightly ; 
Lieutenant Archibald C. Crary, of the 25th regi- 
ment infantry, severely, in the skirmish the day 
before the action. 
. ÅDJUTANT GeneRAL’s OFFICE, 
Frencu Mitts, November, 1813. 

J.B. WALBACH, 
Adjutant General. 


: N. B.—Colonel Preston commanded the 13th 
regiment of infantry during theaction; and Major 
Cummings did duty with the 16th regiment of 
infantry in the action. 


Journal referred to in the foregoing letter of Major 
Et General Wilkinson. — 

October 21st. Boisterous weather ; left Sack- 
etts Harbor; at night arrived off Grenadier 
-island. . . 

October 22d. Called for a return of the troops 
on the island; found a large body to be still in 
the rear, wrecked or stranded ; returned in quest 
of. them, and to order from the harbor a supply 
of. Winter clothing and shoes for the troops on 


Return of the Killed and Wonnded of a Detachment | 


the island, who were nearly destitüte ; observed 
at night, on our way up, many fires on different 
points of the coast; wind so high could not call 
at them; reached the harbor at midnight. 

October 23d. Orders given for the shipment of 
the clothing; many stragglers picked, up and 
embarked for Grenadier island; Colonel Coles 
arrived with two hundred men of the 12th regi- 
ment, and sailed for the same place ; the Growler 
equipped, manned, furnished with a skipper, and 
sent to Oswego for Colonels Randolph and Scott 
(who were expected at that place) and as many 
men as she could carry. We sailed for Grenadier 
island; arrived about eight o’clock at night on 
the island; weather blustering, with frequent 
rain. All this time the General’s illness contin- 
ued without abatement. 

October 24th. Hard rains with heavy gales. 
Still at anchor off the island. 

October 25th. The General landed, and meas- 
‘ures were immediately taken to seize every pause 
of the prevailing storms to slip the flotilla into 
the St. Lawrence by smal! detachments. In 
these deceitful momentary calms we found it im- 
possible to traverse in safety the arm of the lake 
to Gravelly point, though distant only nine miles. 
In the several attempts made, many boats were 
driven ashore, and much provision and clothing 
lost. French creek, nearly opposite the point 
where the enemy expected we should land to 
attack Kingston, was made the ‘general rendez- 
vous of the troops, and Brigadier General Brown 
ordered on to take the chief command. ‘The ex- 
pedition of the Growler was so far successful, 
that, on the 31st. Colonel Randolph, after a peril- 
ous voyage, reached Grenadier island with two 
hundred and thirty men of the 20th regiment. 
On the 2d November, Commodore Chauncey, by 
concert, entered the St. Lawrence, fell down 
nearly to French creek, and took a position to 
command the north and south channels. In the 
evening of the 1st November our vigilant enemy 
having observed, even amid the storms, our move- 
ment and position at French creek, attacked the 
detachment at that place, under General Brown, 
about sunset, with a squadron of two brigs and 
two schooners, with many boats loaded with in- 
fantry for landing, should their cannonade make 
a sufficient impression. Very soon Captain Mc- 
Pherson, of the light artillery, erected a battery 
of three eighteen pounders, and returned their 
fire with such spirit and effect that they fell down 
to a harbor below, beyond its range. Next morn- 
ing the attack was renewed and repelled, and one 
of the brigs was, with great difficulty, towed off 
by the squadron, which put into Kingston chan- 
nel, behind Grand island. We lost two killed 
and four wounded. The enemy were supposed 
to have suffered severely from the evident disa- 
bled state of their brig, and the deliberate and 
well directed fire of the gallant Captain Mc- 
Pherson. 

November 3d. The rear of the army, with the 
General more and more sick, sailed for the gen- 
eral rendezvous, where the chief part arrived in 
the evening. T'he General was carried on shore, 
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and lodged in a tent, his malady increasing in 
violence. | 

November Ath. This day was devoted to final 
arrangements for the sailing of the flotilla. Wea- 
ther moderating. 

November 5th. Charming day. The flotilla 
got under way, and, without accident, fell down 
and landed early in the night below Morrisville. 
The General, suspecting he would be followed by 
the enemy, as in the morning his course had 
been discovered by three of their look-out gun- 
boats and a gig, and knowing that two of their 
armed schooners could jeopard his movement, 
gave orders for the flotilla to pass Prescott, then 
seven miles below him, in the course of the night. 
But some confusion occurred, arising from the 
novelty of the movement, and the order was 
countermanded. 

November 6th. This morning the health of 
the General appeared better; he ordered the flo- 
tilla to descend toa point within three miles of 
Prescott ; and the day being fine, got into his gig, 
and proceeded to reconnoitre the place. In the 
meantime,the powder and fixed ammunition were 
debarked and placed in carts, to be transported 
by land, under cover of the night, beyond the 
enemy’s batteries. As soon as the General re- 
turned, orders were issued for the debarcation of 
every man (except so many as were necessary to 
navigate the boats) who were directed to march, 
under cover of the night, to save useless exposure 
to the enemy's cannon, to a bay two miles below 
Prescott; and arrangements were made, at the 
same time, for the passage of the flotilla by that 
place, the superintendency of which devolved on 
Brigadier General Brown, the general officer of 
the day, About eight o'clock, P. M., we had so 
heavy a fog, that it was believed we could pass 
the British fortress unobserved, and orders were 
accordingly given for the army to march and the 
flotilla to get under way. "The General. in his 
gig, proceeded ahead, followed by his passage- 
boat and family; but a sudden change of the 
atmosphere exposed his passage-boat to the garri- 
son of the enemy, aud near fifty twenty-four 
pound shot were fired at her without effect, while 
the column on land, discovered by the gleam of 
their arms, were assailed with shot and shells, 
without injury. General Brown, on hearing the 
firing, judiciously halted the flotilla until the moon 
had set, when it got in motion, but was perceived 
by the enemy, who opened upon it, and continued 
their fire, from front to rear, for the space of three 
hours; and yet, out of more than three hundred 
boats, not one was touched, and only one man 
was killed, and two were wounded ; and before 
ten next morning the whole of the flotilla (except 
two vessels) reached the place of rendezvous. 
About noon, this day, Colonel King, Adjutant 
General of the army of General Hampton, ar- 
rived, and waited on the*Commander-in-Chief, 
whom he informed that he had been to Sackett's 
Harbor with a despatch from General Hampton 
tothe Secretary of War; that he had no com- 
Munication, written or verbal, from Major Gen- 
eral Hampton to him (the Commander-in-Chief) 


but that, not finding the Secretary: af War at. 


Sackett’s Harbor, he had thought proper; on his 
return, to call for any communication he-(Gen- 
eral Wilkinson) might have to make to General 


Hampton. The General had intended, in the . 


course of this day, to send an express to General 
Hampton, with an order to him to form a june- 
tion of his division with the eorps descending 
the St. Lawrence, and availed himself of: the 
opportunity presented by Colonel King; to send 
the order. ` ; : E 

November 7th. The General having been ex- 
posed to the open air all last night, in eonsequence 
found himself ill. In passing Prescott, two of 
our largest vessels, loaded with provisions, artil- 
lery, and ordnance stores, either through cow- 
ardice or treachery, had been run into the river 
near Ogdensburg, and opposite Prescott. The 
enemy kept up so constant a eannonade on them, 
that we found it difficult, and lost half a day, to 
get them out. We perceived the militia in arms 
at Johnson, directly opposite us, and several 
pieces of field artillery in motion. Unsderstand- 
ing that the coast below was lined with posts of 
musketry and artillery at every narrow pass of 
the river, Colonel Macomb was detached, about 
one o’clock, with the elite corps, of about one 
thousand two hundred men, to remove these ob- 
structions, and the General got under way about 
half-past three o'clock. Four or five miles below 
we entered the first rapids of the river, and,soon 
after passing them, two pieces of light artillety, 
which had not been observed by Col. Macomb, 
opened a sharp fire upon the General's passage- 
boat, but without any further effect than cutting 
away some of the rigging. Lieut. Col, Eustis, 
with a part of our light gun barges, came within 
shot of the pieces of the enemy, and a cannonade 
ensued, without injury on either side. In the 
mean time Major Forsyth, who was in the rear of 
the elite of Colonel Macomb, landed his riflemen, 
advanced upon the enemy’s guns, and had his fire 
drawn by a couple of videttes, posted in his route, 
on which their pieces were precipitately carried 
off. The General came to at dusk, about six 
miles below the town of Hamilton, where he re- 
ceived a report from Colonel Macomb, who had 
routed a party at a block-house, about two miles 
below, and captured an officer. 

November 8th. This morning the flotilla fell 
down to a contraction of the river, at a point 
called the * White House," where the dragoons 
were assembled to be crossed. Brigadier Gene- 
ral Brown was ordered this morning to reinfotce 
Colonel Macomb with his brigade, and to take 
the command ; and the whole day and following 
night were devoted to transporting the dragoons. 
About noon this day we received advice that two 
armed schooners, and a body of the enemy in 
batteaux, estimated at one thousand or fifteen hun- 
dred men, had descended the river from King- 
ston, and landed at Prescott; that they had 
immediately sent a flag across the river to Og- 
densburg, and demanded the delivery of all pub- 
lie property there, under penalty of burning the 
town, Not long after, information was receive 
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that the enemy had re-embarked at Prescott in 
- þatteaux, and were following us with seven 
boats. 

November 9th. This morning, very early, the 
my menaced our rear, and a slight skirmish 
)k place between our riflemen and a party of 
their militia and Indians, in which we had one 
man killed, and the enemy were driven back. 
he cavalry, with four pieces of light artillery, 
under the command of Captain McPherson, were 
attached to the command of Brigadier General 
Brown, and he was ordered to march to clear 
the coast below us as far as a point near the head 
of the Longue Saut. The rapidity of the current 
obliged us to halt the flotilla several hours, to 
enable General Brown to make good his march 
in time to cover our movement. During this 
period: the enemy frequently threatened our rear, 
‘put. never indicated an intention to make a seri- 
attack. About three o'clock, P. M., the flo- 
tilla got under way, and came to, about five 
clock, at the Yellow House, having floated 
nearly eleven miles in two hours, where we en- 
'camped for the night. 

November 10th. This morning the following 
-order was issued : 


* Morning General Orders. 
“HEADQUARTERS, TUTTLE’s Bay, 
US . November 10, 1813. 
"General Brown will prosecute his march with 
lié troops yesterday under his command, except- 
ingtwo pieces of artillery and the second dra- 
goons, who; with all the well men of the other 
figades, except a sufficient number to: navigate 
“the boats, are to march under the orders of Briga- 
General Boyd. This precaution is enjoined 
gard to the safety of the men in passing the 
ngue Saut ; and as this rapid is long and dan- 
&étous, the General earnestly requests the com- 
manding officers of regiments and corps to exam- 
ine.the boats, and see them properly fitted, in 
rder.to avoid accidents as much as possible. 
Brigadier General Boyd will take the necessary 
precaution to prevent the enemy, who hangs on 
our rear, from making an advantageous attack, 
and, if attacked, is to turn about and beat them. 
The boats are to resume the station assigned 
them in the original order respecting the flotilla, 
and for this the commanding officers of regiments 
and brigades will be held responsible. The move- 
Ment of yesterday was a reproach to the service. 
The flotilla will come to to-day at Barnhart’s, near 
Crab Island, and two guns from the front will be 
‘the signal for landing. In case of an attack in 
Orte beyond all expectation, the corps under 
Brigadier Generals Boyd and Brown are to co- 
Operate with each other, promptly and with de- 
ion. The General officer of the day will strict- 
attend and see that the flotilla puts off and 
ves in the prescribed order, and will arrest any 
fficer who presumes to deviate therefrom.” 
., Btigadier General Brown marched, and about 
| was.engaged by a party of the enemy near 
ck-house on the Saut, erected to harass our 


illain its descent. About the same time the ! 


enemy were observed to be advancing on our 
rear, and their galley and gunboats hove in sight, 
approached our flotilla, then at shore, and began 
to cannonade it. The slender structure of our 
gun barges made it impossible for them to resist 
the long twenty-four pounder of the enemy's 
galley; this obliged the General to order two 
eighteen pounders to be run on shore and formed 
in battery, a single shot from which gave such an 
alarm to the enemy’s vessels, that they retired up 
the river, accompanied by their troops. But these 
slight operations so far wasted the day, that our 
pilots were afraid to enter the Saut (a continued 
rapid of eight miles) with the flotilla; we, there- 
fore, fell down within two or three miles of the 
head of it, and came to for the night. By this 
time the General had become so extremely ill as 
to be unable to sit up, and was confined to his 
bed in a small berth under the quarter deck of 
his passage boat. 

November 11th. Having heard the firing of 
the cannon yesterday between General Brown 
and the enemy, being still unapprized of the re- 
sult, it became necessary that we should hear 
from him before we committed ourselves to the 
Saut, which allows no retreat, no turning to the 
right or left, but where the impetuosity of the 
current impels. About ten or eleven o'clock, A. 
M., the Commander-in-Chief received advice 
from General Brown that he had forced the en- 
emy to retire before him, and had arrived near 
the foot of the Saut. Orders were immediately 
given for the flotilla to prepare to sail, and for 
General Boyd and his command to commence 
their march, when some firing took place from 
the gunboats, and a report was brought to the 
Commander-in-Chief that the enemy was ad- 
vancing in column; on this he ordered General 
Boyd to attack them, and the flotilla was directed 
not to leave the shore. But the report was soon 
after contradicted. A variety of reports respect- 
ing their movements and counter movements 
were, after this, successively brought to the Gen- 
eral, which impressed him with the conviction 
that the enemy had determined to attack his rear, - 
as soon as the flotilla should put off and the troops 
commence their march. He resolved to antici- 
pate them; he, therefore, sent Colonel Swift, of 
the engineers, with instructions to Brigadier Gen- 
eral Boyd, who had been directed by the order of 
the preceding day to take command of the de- 
tachment on shore, to form that detachment into 
three columns, to advance upon the enemy, to 
endeavor to outflank them, and to take their artil- 
lery. Soon after this the action commenced, and 
for the numbers engaged was extremely warm and 
bloody for upwards of two hours, during which 
time, in open space and fair combat, the raw un- 
disciplined troops of the United States braved, 
and frequently drove, the best troops of the Brit- 
ish army. Descriptions of battles have become 
too subservient to the gratification of personal 
vanity, and the acquisition of popular applause ; 
yet every man who has taken part in a great action 
must know that there is nothing more difficult 
than to do justice to the merits of a battle in all 
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ts parts, where it is hard to find two officers, un- 
léss fighting side by side, who agree in opinion 
as to the propriety of measures and the conduct 
of men. The fortunes of this day were various; 
sometimes one line, sometimes the other, giving 
way. Unfortunately, during theshiftings of theac- 
tion, by the death of Lieut. Smith, a young officer 
‘of the highest promise, the enemy got possession 
of.a field-piece, the only trophy they obtained. 
It is difficult to speak of the precise numbers en- 
gaged on either side, because the detachment 
under General Boyd consisted of an indefinite 
number of his own, Covington’s, and Swartwout’s 
brigades, ordered from on board the boats to 
lighten them, and save the hazard of the men’s 
‘lives in descending the Saut. Neither Coving- 
ton nor Swartwout were obliged to take part in 
the action with this detachment; yet they both 
entered the field, taking command of that part of 
.it which belonged to their respective brigades, 
"where they exhibited the same courageous con- 
duct which distinguished General Boyd on the 
field ; and, to the great loss of the service, Briga- 
dier General Covington received a mortal wound 
when encouraging and leading on his detach- 
‘ment. The numbers engaged on our side could 
not have exceeded sixteen or seventeen hundred 
men, while those of the enemy are reckoned, by 
spectators, at from one to two thousand ; but it 
is probable did not exceed fifteen hundred, con- 
sisting, as we are informed, of detachments of the 
49th, 84th, and 104th, the voltiguers, and Glen- 
garian regiment. 
” With respect to the courage displayed by our 
officers, it would be useless to enter into details, 
since they all manifested in their respective sta- 
tions equal intrepidity. "The names of the mer- 
itorious dead and wounded will be recorded in 
another place. The firing ceased, by common 
consent, about four o'clock, P. M.; our troops 
were formed in battalia in front of the enemy, 
who were also in line, and they separated, the 
enemy to their camp, and weto our boats. The 
troops being much exhausted, it was considered 
most convenient that they should embark, and 
that the dragoons, with the artillery, should pro- 
ceed by land. The embarcation took place with- 
out the smallest molestation from the enemy, 
and the flotilla made a harbor near the head of 
the Saut, on the opposite shore. ‘The views of 
the American and British commanders were, on 
this occasion, precisely opposed. The first being 
bound by the instructions of his Government, and 
the most solemn obligations of duty, to precipi- 
iate his descent of the St. Lawrence by every 
practicable means, and the last by duties equally 
imperious to retard, and, if possible, to prevent 
such descent. If, then, he found himself victo- 
rious on this day, it was certainly in his power 
io have effected the one or the other object ; and 
as he made no attempt to effect either, it follows, 
incontestably, that he had no fair ground on 
which to claim a victory. 
November 12th. The flotilla sailed early this 
morning, and passed down the Saut without dis- 
covering either the boats or troops of the en- 
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emy, and arrived, in the course of the fore 
at Barnhart’s, where the commandiüg Ge 
received a letter from Major General Hd f 
by the hands of Colonel Atkinson, his Inspeċtor 
General, which blasted all his hopes, and déstroy- 
ed every prospect of the campaign. A’ council - 
of war was called upon the receipt of this commu- 
nication, which was submitted to their considera- 
tion, whereupon the council determined that the 
conduct of Major General Hampton, in refusing 
to join his division to the troops descending the 
St. Lawrence to carry an attack against Mon: 
treal, rendered it expedient to leave the left bank 
of the St. Lawrence, and to remove tlie troops to 
French Mills, on Salmon river; and the thir- 
teenth of November this recommendation was 
accordingly carried into effect, ample time hav- 
ing been given to the enemy to have tried a set- 
ond action, if they had dared to run the hazard: 
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Extract of a lettter from Major General Wilkinson to 
the Secretary of War, dated. i 


Faenca Mires, Nov. 17, 1812." 


* After what has passed between us, yóu'ean 
perhaps conceive my amazement and chagrin at 
the conduct of Major General Hampton. . The 


game was in view, and, had he performed the 
junction directed, would have been ours in eight 
or ten days. But he chose to recede, in order to 
co-operate, and my dawning hopes, and the hopes 


and honor of the army, were blasted.” ed 
Extract from the General Order of General Wilkinson, w 
of November 13. ! | 48 
“The troops are to embark without loss of A 
time, yet are not to be hurried in leaving theCa-  % 
nadian shore, from whence the Commander-in- Sy 
Chief is compelled to retire by the extraordinary, Jy 
unexampled, and, it appears, unwarrantable con- jy, 
duct of Major General Hampton, in refusing to d 
join this army with a division of four thousand — 4 
men, under his command, agreeably to positive k 
orders from the Commander-in-Chief, and, as he i 
has been assured by the Secretary of War; of m 
explicit instructions from the War Department. — 5 
“Thus deprived of a large portion of his pro- he 


mised force, the Commander-in-Chief feels him- 
self bound, by a sense of regard to this merito- 
rious corps, and of sacred duty to the United 


wa 

States, to spare the lives of brave men; and not 1 
to hazard the character or interest of the nation ‘a 
by an unequal conflict. He, with lively regret, g 
and the deepest mortification, suspends the at- — 
tack on Montreal; but-he assures the army that I" 
it is not abandoned." E a 
| (og 

Colonel Purdy’s report to Major General Wilkinson, — i 
of the action at Chateaugay, &c., transmitted by — i 
the General to the Secretary of War. cà % 
Larrived at Cumberland Head September 16th, — 3 


1813, and on the 18th took command of the 4th 
regiment of infantry, stationed at that place. 
The army, consisting of about four thousand 
men, was composed ptineipally of recruits who 


& 
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had been but a short time in service, and had not | 


exercised with that rigid discipline so essen- 

r necessary to constitute the soldier. They 

indeed, been taught various evolutions, but 
.asspirit of subordination was foreign to their 
views. On the 19th, orders were issued for the 
whole army, except a squadron of horse and the 
artillery, to embark in batteaux. "The army got 
under way, preceded by ihe light corps, and 
flanked on the right by the navy, and arrived at 
Chazy at 12 o'clock at night, lay on their arms, 
embarked again soon after sunrise the next morn- 
ing; proceeded down the lake as far as Cham- 
plain; and up Champlain river the distance of 
four miles, where we landed, and immediately 


moved down the road in front... We commenced 
the march at sundown, and by sunrise the next 
morning had gained only six miles. Here we 
| were discovered by the enemy, and fired om from 
the opposite side of the river. During that night 
we were repeatedly misled by the guides, who 
knew nothing of the country, having never been 
that way, and at the time we were attacked, they 
had led us into a thick cedar growth or swamp 
on the banks of the river, and immediately op- 
posite the enemy’s position, and knew not how 
to extricate us. Incredible as it may appear, 
| General Hampton intrusted nearly one-half of 
yale army, and those his best troops, to the gui- 
dance of men, each of whom repeatedly assured 


marched to Odletown. The light corps, which | him that they were not acquainted with the 
yeceded the other troops some hours, surprised | country, and were not competent to direct such 
and defeated a guard of the enemy at that place. ; an expedition. At the same time General Hamp- 
We.remained at Odletown until the middle of | ton told me he had a man by the name of Smith, 
the next day, during which time a want of sys- | who had a perfect knowledge of the country, and 
* tem in the management of the army was readily | whom he pfomised to send me, but which he ne- 


discovered by every military man, that led to ap- 
prehensions for the safety of the troops, should 
the enemy oppose with any considerable force. 
The army returned to Champlain the 21st, to 
Chazy the 22d, and the day following commenced 
the. route to Chateaugay. The whole of this 
| march, a distance of more than seventy miles, 
' was very disagreeable ; the officers were not per- 
mitted to take with them the necessaries, much 
less the conveniences of life, and were compelled 
to abandon clothing and other things essentially 
necessary to preserve the body in health. We 
forebore complaint, endured every privation, pre- 
sùming the commanding officer had sufficient 
reasons for his conduct, and concluding it was 
pro bono publico. The scene has passed, and 
time’ sufficient has elapsed to have discovered 


glected todo. The defeat of the expedition was 
the consequence of this neglect of the Major 
General. About two o’clock, while receiving an 
order from Colonel King, Adjutant General, upon 
the opposite side of the river, to march back four 
miles, and then ford the river and join the 2d 
brigade, the enemy made a furious attack on the 
{column by a great discharge of musketry, ac- 
i companied by the yells of the savages. Unfor- 
tunately the word “retreat” was heard, which, 
for a short time, spread confusion among the sev- 
eral corps. A sufficient number, however, re- 
mained tirm, and the enemy was soon compelled 
to retire. Towards sundown I sent General 
Hampton a request that a regiment might be or- 
dered down to cover my landing on the opposite 
side of the river; but Judge my surprise, on re- 


those reasons, had they existed; none have been j ceiving intelligence that he had retreated with 
found; on the contrary, circumstances have de- | the second brigade nearly three miles. Thus 
monstrated that it was a useless and unnecessary | was I deserted, without the smallest guard to 
sacrifice of both public and private property. | cover my landing. To what cause shall it be 
The army remained at Chateaugay twenty-six | attributed, that ‘the General ordered a retreat, 


days, and on the 2ist October commenced an ex- 
cursion into the enemy's country. The first brig- 
ade followed the course of the Chateaugay river 
to- Spear's, the distance of eighteen miles and 
upward, and there met the second brigade, which 
had taken a nearer and more convenient route. 
The march was very fatiguing, equalled only. by 


aa another that soon followed. Credit is due to both 


E the officers and soldiers for their orderly conduct, 
; patience, and perseverance, in surmounting the 
ineredible obstacles the, enemy threw in their 
Way. On the 25th, a difficult and very fatiguing 
expedition was planned, and the execution of it 
assigned to the first brigade, which had been for 
some time previous, and still remained, under my 
command. The design was to cut off the retreat 
ofa body of the enemy, supposed to be en- 
camped on the banks of the Chateaugay. six 
miles distant. With this intention the first brig- 
-d ade was ordered to cross the river at night, march’ 

F silendy down, and recross at a ford two miles 
below the enemy, and attack them in rear, giving 
a preconcerted signal, while the second brigade 


and that, too, at the moment when the presence 
of the second brigade was required, or could be 
' useful, as soon afterwards he declared “he should 
be willing to compound with the first brigade for 
five hundred men.? 'The wounded had previ- 
ously been conveyed across on rafts, which made 
a removal of my brigade absolutely necessary for 
their protection. An attempt was accordingly 
made, and a floating bridge soon constructed of 
hausted by the excessive exertions of the preced- 
ing night, and weary with the fatigues of the 
| day, not having had a moment either for rest or 
refreshment, were compelled to endure the priva- 
tion of sleep another night. We retired two or 
three miles and took a position. At about 12 
o'clock the enemy came up and made an attack 


old logs, found on the margin of the river. The 
upon us, but were soon routed. - The men at this 


enemy discovering our disposition, commenced a 
firing from the opposite side, and killed several 
while erossing. Major Snelling, with about one 
hundred men, effected a landing, and joined the 
main body. The remainder of my force, ex- 
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dime were formed, and lying on the ground they 
‘Were to occupy in case of an attack, and were 
ordered. to, and did immediately rise, seize their 
arms,and remain under them the residue of the 

` night.” An excessively heavy rain prevented the 
firing both of the enemy and ourselves, except 
occasionally a single gun from the former. Our 
troops were ordered not to fire, but, in case of a 
repetition of attack, to charge bayonets; this was 
accordingly done. The enemy charged several 
ümes,and as often were put to flight. It is ob- 
servable in this place, that, so greatly were the 
men overpowered by fatigue, though in a situation 
every way dangerous, and in which they had 
every reason to believe they should be sallied 
upon by the enemy every moment, many were 
unable to conquer their disposition to sleep, and 
it was not in the power of the officers to keep 
them awake. It was on the morning of this last 
attack that the General expressed his apprehen- 
sions for tbe first brigade, and made the declara- 
tion above quoted. ‘The next morning we crossed 
the river, and joined General Hampton; on the 
28ih the army retreated four miles, and on the 
30th: and 31st marched back to Chateaugay. 
The troops, at the time of the attack, were not 
in a situation to endure further fatigue; and it is 
an indubitable fact, that many of them were so 
debilitated they were unable to proceed with the 
brigade on its march from the place of its last 
attack, and actually did not reach the main body 
until the day after the brigade had joined it, and 
some not even until the army had reached the 
F'our Corners of Chateaugay. 

Never, to my knowledge, during our march 
into Canada, and while we remained at the Four 
Corners, a term of twenty-six days, did General 
Hampton ever send off a scouting or reconnoit- 
ing party, (except in one or two cases at Spear’s, 
in Canada, when he detached a few dragoons for 
this duty,) nor did he, from the time we com- 
menced our march from Cumberland Head, to 
our arrival at Plattsburg, ever order a front, flank, 
or rear guard to be kept up, though a great part 
of the time we were in situations which evidently 
required it. True it is, these guards were occa- 
sionally sent out, not however by his order, but 
by the orders of the officers commanding brigades. 

By a general order, dated Chateaugay, Novem- 
ber 5, the General says he has paid the first at- 
tention to the sick, and has granted them indul- 

'gences, which created murmurings on the part of 
some officers at their posts. It is only necessary 
here to observe, that every officer of the army 
ean testify that the sick were very much ne- 
glected as far as regards comfortable quarters and 
transportation, and that they were strewed along 
the roads through which we marched without 
care or attendance; and it is presumable that 
many have died in consequence of this who 
might have been saved to themselves if not to 
the service. The General, indeed, at the time 
this order was issued, which was after our return 
to the Four Corners, did order transportation for 
the sick to Burlington, but this is the only in- 
stance to my knowledge. 


` The Commissary’s Department is worthy of 
notice. . My order for provision was not suffi 
cient; nor could J obtain any but by special 
license of General Hampton. The Commissary 
of Issues has been constantly in the habit of sell 
ing the livers, &c., of the beeves to officers; and 
though I represented this to General Hampton as 
unusual and improper, he refused to take any 
other notice of it than saying, *the Commissary 


is accountable for all parts of the beef, even toa 


pound or ounce of tallow;" nor did he take any: 
notice of another piece.of misconduct. of the 
Commissary, that of acting in the capacity. of 
sutler, but sanctioned it by purchasing of him. 
The common practices with General Hamp- 
ton of arresting officers and releasing them with- 


out their consent; of releasing arrested ófficers : 


without the knowledge or consent of the officers 
by whom they were arrested. (the case of Lieu- 


tenant Morris of the 33d regiment, who was ar-: - 


rested by me on the charge of cowardice and mis- 
conduct before the enemy on the 26th October; 
1813, the time of the skirmish with the enemy 


at Ormstown, or Chateaugay river, being an in- ° 


stance;) of refusing to arrest officers whom I 
reported to him as having deserted their posts in 
time of action ; of daily issuing orders and coun- 
termanding them, and of interfering in an im- 
proper manner with the subordinate commands 


of the army, asa reference to the orders issued. .  ; 


by him will show, mark very strongly the capri- 
ciousness of his conduct and the total want of 
steadiness in his intentions. "E 

Such has been the General's conduet on some 


occasions, that I have, in common with other . 


officers, been induced to believe that he was un- 


der the influence of a too free use of spirituous | 


liquors. ' 

.I must, in justice to General Hampton, say, 
that the expedition he planned, and which I have: 
called “difficult and fatiguing,” did, at the time 
it was suggested to me by him, meet my full ap- 
probation, and that I have since seen no reason 
for changing my opinion of its practicability or. 
usefulness; but I must also say that it required 
competent guides; and these (as I said before) 
he promised to furnish me, but did not. 
ROBERT PURDY, 

Colonel 4th Infantry. 
R. H. McPHERSON, 
Captain and. Secretary. 


A true copy. 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of War to Major 
General Wilkinson. 


Ausany, November 18, 1813. 


“My last advices from you are of the 3d inst., 
Report says that the garrisons of Kingston and 
Prescott have found means to overtake your rear, 
to bring it to action, to handle it roughly, and to 
compel it to retreat to the main body. To thisI 
give no credit: 

* 1st. Because, moving with the celerity neces- 
sary to your objects, it is highly improbable that 
they could by any exertion have been able to 
overtake you; and 
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ing the main action of the 


and destroy it. 
for this purpose, 


was won.” 


= the Secretary of War, dated 
Frencu Mitts, Nov. 24, 1813. 


the 17th. 


‘punished, it will establish a 


; taty institutions exclusively depend. 
E 


harges, since we left Sacketw’s Harbor, I think 
jè shall not be able to show you more than six 
thóusand men at this point, exclusive of the dra- 
goons, who have been ordered to Greenbush and 
ittsfield, for convenience and economy.” 


War DzpanTMENT, Nov. 25, 1813. 


your infantry and artillery into complete regi- 
mts or as nearly so as possible, for the Win- 
ter, retaining a full complement of your most 
efficient officers to command them, and detach- 
ing all surplus officers immediately on the re- 
cruiting service, and to the several districts indi- 
tated by the rules and regulations. Thisregulation 
should extend to General Hampton’s division. | 

An immediate inquiry into the terms of enlist- 
ment of the men composing your army should be 
instituted, and endeavors should be made to re- 
enlist all those whose terms of service are about 
expiring. 

-The most severe attention to discipline must 
be begun, and the slightest departures from it, 
Whether in officer or soldier, notieed and pun- 
ished. Clerks to the several companies must be 
appointed, and company books kept, showing ev- 
erything received by the soldier, and charging 
him therewith. If, on the next, or any future 
!Uspection, it be found that any article of his 
clothing, or of his arms, has been lost or sold, the 
. article is to be supplied, and the price deducted 


d. Because it is quite incredible that, find- 
: in your reat a heavy corps capable of dis- 
i campaign, you 
üld not have taken effectual measures to beat 
If 1,600 men were not sufficient! 
6,000 were so ; and the garrisons 
of Kingston and Prescott destroyed (though we 
failed of getting to Montreal) the upper province 


Extract of a letter from Major General Wilkinson to 


“I have had the honor to receive your letter of 
"the 15th instant from Albany, and hope my de- 
spatches have reached you which left this on 


~ “With respect to the unfortunate issue of the 
campaign, I disclaim the shadow of blame, be- 
"eduse | know I have done my duty, and more 
than my duty, and so do those with whom I have 
acted. To General Hampton's outrage of every 
principle of subordination and discipline may be 
© ascribed the failure of the expedition; and that I 
ave not yet arrested him must be attributed to 
my. respect for you, and my desire that the arrest 
should proceed from the highest authority; for 
ifthis act bé suffered to pass unnoticed and un- 
precedent to justify 
‘disobedience and subvert those obligations of 
blind obedience on which the efficiency of mili- 


After our losses by deaths, desertions, and dis- 


: Sim: It is recommended to you to consolidate’ 


from his wages. With regard to clothing and 
arms, there have been. the most shocking abuses. 
Confidential reports are provided by the rules, 
and must be made agreeably thereto. The in- 
spector who neglects or refuses to perform this 
duty shall be dismissed the service. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient 


servant, 
. JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Major General WILKINSON. 


| Extract of a letter from Major General Wilkinson to 


the Secretary of War, dated 


HEADQUARTERS, MALONE, 
Military District No. 9, Dec. 6, 1813. 


“Your three letters of the 25th ultimo cameto 
hand on the 30th; and I am happy to find that I 
had anticipated the views communicated in those 
letters, as far as respects the security of our flanks 
and centre. When I ordered Major Gen. Hamp- 
ton to reinforce the post of the Four Corners, it 
wa8 under the impression that Cumberland Head 
was guarded ; but the moment I was undeceived, 
and apprized of the exposed situation of our de- 
pot at Plattsburg, the order was countermanded, 
as you have seen from the documents which I 
have transmited you. You must also have per- 
ceived, from those documents, that I was not in- 
sensible of the importance of condensing our 
force, and that I had made a propositien respect- 
ing quarters preparatory to such event.” 

JAMES WILKINSON. 

Hon. J. ARMSTRONG. 


Abstract from the report of the Adjutant General of 
General Wilkinson’s army, showing the whole num- 
ber of non-commissioned officers, musicians, and 
artificers, of the several regiments and corps, on De- 
cember 1, 1813. 


Light artillery ' - 2 = = = 472 
2d regiment artillery - = 5 c 117 
3d do. do. - - - - - 675 
5th regiment infantry - + -  - 495 
6th do do - - - . 549 

11th do. do. s - - - - - 454 

12th do. do. - - - - - 500 

13th do do - - |. = = 591 

14th do. do - - - - - 295 

15th do do - - - . - 648 

20h do do - - - - . 336 

21st do. do. - - - - - 841 

22d do. do. - - - E - 455 

25th do. do. - S - x - 578 

Rilemu - - - - - . = 263 

Total - - - - - -8143 


Abs. AND Insp. Gen’s OFFICE, 
January 27. 1814. 
A. Y. NICOLL, Znsp. Gen. 


Norz.—The two regiments of light dragoons, which 
had made part of Gen. Wilkinson’s force in descend- 
ing the St. Lawrence, are not included in this return ; 
theso corps having been detached to Utica. 
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Extract.of a letter from Major General Wilkinson to 
i the Secretary of War, dated 


Ma ons, December 8, 1813. 


"The unavoidable delay of the express (as no 
reliance can be placed in the mail from this place) 
enables me to send you the copy of-a letter from 
General Izard, dated the 6th instant, which exhib- 
its additional expositions of the pernicious and 
unwarrantable conduct of Major General Hamp- 
ton. I will not charge this man with traitorous 
designs, but I apprehend, in any other Govern- 
ment, a military officer who first defeated the 
object of a campaign by disobedience of orders, 
and then, without authority, furloughed all the 
efficient officers of the division he commanded on 
a national frontier, in the vicinity of an enemy, 
would incur heavy penalties. : 


Extract of a letter from Brigadier General Izard to 

" * ' Major General Wilkinson, dated 

RR s PLarTSBURG, Dec. 6, 1813. 

" 'fhereisan unavoidable delay in the returns of 
the regiments of this division, proceeding from 
the extreme: inexperience of the officers of all 
grades, now with them. Almost every efficient 
officer is either sick or was furloughed by Major 
General Hampton, at the moment of his own de- 
parture. Those that remain, are barely enough 
to perform the routine of duty in this eantonment. 


Extract of a letter from Major General Wilkinson to 
the Secretary of War, dated 


Matone, December 24, 1813. 


I believe I have not hitherto transmitted to you 
a copy of acommunication which took place be- 
tween Commodore Chauncey and myself, the 
day before I sailed from French Creck; and I do 
it now to-show you what were my anticipations 
of the movements of the enemy left behind me, 
and how delusive were all the promises made to 
me that my rear should be protected. 


FnENcH Creek. Nov. 4, 1813. 


Dear Sir: I was so ill yesterday 1 could not 
call to see you, and | now send up to say that I 
shall sail this evening; and if I am not obstructed 
by the enemy’s armed vessels, which may have 
slipped down the other channel, I shall pass Pres- 
cott to-morrow night, or land the next morning 
to take the place, if I cannot pass it without too 
great hazard. As this operation may require 
three or four days, it is not improbable the ene- 
my’s squadron may make some attempts to de- 
stroy my boats; and therefore I must entreat you 
to watch his every motion, and to give my flotilla 
every protection in your power. 

We area match for the gunboats of the enemy, 
but inferior to armed schooners; and, therefore, 
could you consistentiy spare us the Pert, or some 
armed vessel, to run down to the vicinity of Og- 
densburg, and immediately return, it would add 
security to our movements. 

Major Johnson will have the honor to deliver 


you this; and I will thank you for. aüy infotina- ; 


tion you can give me respecting the’ moveinert 
of the enemy. . E 
I wish very much to say farewell to yo : 
Iam sensible of the delicacy of your situation’; 
and my disease having changed into a violent 
inflammation of the breast, I dare not get wet. 
If, then, it is destined that we are not to meet 
again, I will leave with you my prayers for long 
life and laurels in this world, and everlasting hap- 
piness in that which is to come. | . . 
Farewell, my friend, and may your country 
understand your skill and valor as well as does 
. JAMES WILKINSON. 
Commodore CHAUNCEY. 


U. S. SHIP GENERAL Pigg, 
At anchor off East end of Long Island, 
River St. Lawrence, Nov. 4, 1813. | 


Dear Sir; Your favor of this day's date has. - 


this moment been handed to me by Major John- 
son. r 

From the best information that I can get, the 
enemy’s fleet is at or in the vicinity of Kingston ; 
and I think that you have nothing to apprehend 
from them, as T am in a situation to watch both 
chaünels. : "a 

I should deem it unsafe to separate any part of 
my squadron as long as the enemy remains àbove 


me. In fact, am in hourly expectation of being. 
attacked by Sir James, down the south channel. — . ; 


In that case, I shall require all my force, as he 
has added a number of gunboats to his fleet. `. If, 


fleet down the north channel, I will send a suffi- 


cient force down to oppose him. Ea 

I will remain in my present situation until you 
pass Prescott, but am anxious for that event to. 
take place at as early a day as possible, as the 
fleet cannot move out of this river except with a 
fair wind. It is to be apprehended, that, after a 
few days,a spell of westwardly winds will set in, 
which will detain us until the ice makes, which 


would endanger the safety of the fleet, and prob-. 


ably lead to its final destruction. If it is possible 
for you to communicate to me,in any way, when 
you pass Prescott, I would esteem it as a partie- 
ular favor. ; 

May your present enterprise be crowned with 
all the suecess that you yourself can wish ; and: 
that your eminent services may be duly appreci- 
ciated by your country is the prayer of, dear sir, 
your friend and humble servant, 

ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 
Maj. Gen. J. WILKINSON, 
Commander in-Chief, ¢c. 


Correspondence between the Secretary of War and 
Colonel Porter and General McClure, c. _ 
War DzraAnTMENT, Feb. 23, 1813. 
Sin: As the enemy’s force and defences on the, 
Canada side of the Niagara river are understoo 
to be weak; as your force is respectable, and sup- 
| posed to be competent to a successful attack of 


however, Sir James should detach any part of his- 
| 
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` these; and the season has now furnished you 
‘with a bridge, as well for retreat as for advance; 
itis thought advisable that you do not permit cir- 
ieumstances so favorable to escape, without mak- 
ing a stroke on such points of the enemy’s line 
‘as may be most within your reach. If, after feel- 
ing the enemy at Fort Erie, you should find your- 
‘self able to extend your attack to Fort George, it 
will be desirable; but of this you can judge best 
after your first experiment. To an old soldier, 
like yourself, it is unnecessary to go more into 
. detail. You know what you ought to do, and 
you will doit. Communicate this letter to Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Boerstler, and accept the assuran- 
ces of my respect and good wishes. 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Col. Porter, Light Artillery, 
Commanding on Niagara River. 


Extract of a letter from Major General Dearborn to the 
Secretary of War, dated 
Axzany, March 25, 1813. 
" Colonel Porter informs me that he had com- 
menced the necessary preparations for an attack 
. on Fort Erie, but the desertion of a sergeant pre- 
vented his carrying his intended attack into oper- 
„aion. Two officers, with six men, pursued the 
sergeant so far as to be surrounded on the ice, 
and were made prisoners. Fort Erie was imme- 
| diately reinforced, and he had given over any 
: immediate movement. 


: Letter from Colonel Scott (third Artillery Regiment) 
to Major General Wilkinson. 


Fort George, Monday, 7 P. M., 
October 11, 1813. 


"Bm: Within the last five minutes I have had 


ihe honor to receive your despatch by the Lady 
. of the Lake. 


continued in his old positions until Saturday last, 
(the 9th,) when he took up his retreat on Bur- 
lington heights, and has abandoned this whole 
peninsula. Two causes are assigned for this pre- 
cipitate movement: the succor of Proctor, who 
1s reported to have been entirely defeated, if not 
taken ; the other, the safety of Kingston, endan- 
gered by your movement. 

We have had from the enemy many deserters, 
most of whom concur in the latter supposition. 

The British burnt everything in store in this 
: neighborhood—three thousand blankets, many 
' hundred stand of arms; also the blankets in the 
‘ men’s packs, and every article of clothing not in 
‘actual use. 

‘They are supposed to have reached Burlington 
heights last evening, from the rate of their march 
the night before. I have information of their 

aving passed “the 40,” by several inhabitants 
who have come down. They add to what was 
Stated by the deserters, that two officers of the 
orty-first had joined General Vincent from Proc- 
tor’s army, with the information that Proctor was 

13th Con, 2d Szss.—78 


defeated eighteen miles this side of Malden. I 
cannot get particulars. 

From the same sources of intelligence, it appears 
that the 49th, a part of the 100th, and the volti- 
geurs, moved from our neighborhood the day 
after our flotilla left this, (the 3d instant,) but with 
what destination is not certainly known. 

It was first reported—I mean in the British 
camp—that these regiments had marched to sup- 
port Proctor, who, it is said, wrote that he would 
be compelled to surrender if not supported. 

Iam pretty sure, however, that they are gone 
| below. The movement of our army below seems 
| to have been known in the British lines as early 
{as the 3d instant, together with the immediate 
| objects in view; hence, I have no difficulty in 

concluding that all the movements of the enemy 
will concentrate at Kingston. 

Chapin, who has been commissioned Lieuten- 
ant Colonel, marched late last evening up the 
lake, with about one hundred volunteers under 
his command, and was followed this morning by 
Generals MeClure and Porter, with about one 
thousand men, Indians and militia included. 
There is no danger of their coming up with the 
enemy, or they would be in great danger of a total 
annihilation. 

Vincent took hence with him about a thousand 
or eleven hundred regulars, Many of the mili- 
tia left this with the avowed design of plunder ; 
but I fear, from reports, that the British have left 
the miserable inhabitants without anything to be 
ravished. I expect General McClure back to- 
morrow evening, as he only took with him sup- 
plies for two days. He will probably go as far 

| as “the 20.” 

On the 8th, Chapin went out with a small party 

j and attacked one of the enemy's pickets, which 


! brought on a skirmish, in which many of Colo- 


| nel Swifts regiment participated. After a great 
| waste of ammunition, the parties retired to their 
| respective camps with little loss on either side. 


The enemy has treated me with neglect. He | We made and lost a prisoner; had two Indians 


killed, and two other men wounded. We hear 
the enemy had five men wounded. 

] had this morning made an arrangement, on 
application of General McClure, to be relieved in 
the command of this post on the morning of the 
13th instant, with an intention of taking up my 
line of march for Sackett’s Harbor, according to 
the diseretion allowed me in the instructions I 
had the honor to receive from you at this place. 


| My situation. has become truly iusupportable, 


without the possibility of an attack at this post, 
and without the possibility of reaching you time 


| enough to share in the glory of impending opera- 


tions below. Jam, nevertheless, flattered with 
the assurance that transport will be forwarded 
for my removal; and, to favor that intention, I 
propose taking up my line of march on the morn- 
ing of the 13th, for the mouth of the Genesee 
river, and there await the arrival of the vessels 
you are good enough to promise me. By this 
| movement, Captain Mix thinks with me that I 
shall hasten my arrival at Sackett’s Harbor five, 
possibly ten days. Captain Camp hasa sufficient 
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-number of wagons to take me thither. I can 
easily make that place by the evening of the 15th. 
I hope I shall have your approbation, and every- 
‘thing is arranged with Brigadier McClure. 

Knowing your wishes respecting the invalids 

` or subjects for discharge, and fearing that water 

' transport might not be had till the season was too 
far advanced for their removal, I have ventured 
to send Lieutenant Archer (paymaster of the 

20th, who was left here without orders) on com- 
mand to Greenbush, with one hundred men of 
this description. It was a measure approved of 
by Captain Mann, and I hope not contrary to your 

. wishes and intentions. Doctor Hugo, Surgeon's 

^ Mate of the 14th, (also left here without orders) 

. accompanied the detachment. The Quarter- 
master's department furnished eight wagons, on 

'my requisition. 

The sick list of the garrison is much reduced 

since your departure, (I have the honor to enclose 

‘my report of this morning,) and Doctor Mann has 

discharged many patients from his hospital; I 

‘also. enclose you his last report. Those marked 

' “subjects for discharge," are part of the number 
sent off from Greenbush. 

,.: Doctor Mann and Doctor Camp have conclu- 
ded to remove the general hospital to “ the Eleven 
Mile Creek,” near Buffalo, the barracks at which 
‘place will be sufficient for the reception of the 
whole of the sick, with some trifling repairs. — . 

From the morning report, enclosed, you will 

. find seven hundred and ninety-four the “total,” 
&c. present of the regulars of this garrison, in- 
cluding officers, &c. Transport will be necessary 
for about eight hundred and fifty persons. I wish 
also to take with me four iron 6’s, one 53 inch 
howitzer, and two caissons, the whole on field 

` carriages. This train will form no impedimeat 
in my march to the mouth of Genesee river, as 
I have horses belonging to the regiment sufficient 
to draw it. If it meet your approbation, I ean 
send the horses thence to Sackett’s Harbor by 
land. : 

I have, by working almost night and day, great- 
ly improved the defences of this post, and nearly 
filled up the idea of the engineer. I flatter my- 
self that I have also improved the garrison in 
discipline. s 

I must apologise for the haste in which this is 
written, but Captain Mix proposes to sail imme- 

: diately, and I fear to detain him a moment. I 
think I shall certainly be at the mouth of the 
Genesee by the 15th instant. 

Ihave the honor to he, sir, with the highest 
respect, your most obedient servant, 

W. SCOTT, Col. commanding. 

Maj. Gen. WiLkinson, Commanding, $c. 


Extract of a a letter from Colonel Winfield Scott to 
the Secretary of War, dated 


GzronaETown, (Cor.) Dec. 31, 1813. 
* At your desire, I have the honor to make the 
following report: 
“T left Fort George on the 13th of October last, 
by order of Major General Wilkinson, with the 


whole of the regular troops of that, garrison, an 
was relieved by Brigadier General MéClure; wit 
a body ofthe New York detached militia, | 
“Fort George, as a field work, might-be.con 
sidered as complete at that period. It w 
nished with ten pieces ofartillery, (which miinber | 
might easily have been increased from the.spare 


ordnance of the opposite fort) with an. ample «4 


supply of fixed ammunition, &c., as the enclosed 
receipt for these articles will exhibit. i 
* Fort Niagara, on the 14th October, was under 
the immediate command of Captain Leonard, 
first artillery, who, besides hisown company, had 
Captain Read’s, of the same regiment, together 
with such of Brigadier General McClure’s brig- 
ade as had refused to cross the river. Lieutenant 
Colonels Fleming; Bloom, and Dobbins, of. the 
militia, had successively been in the command of 
this fort, by order of the Brigadier General, but 
I think neither of them- was present at the above 
period. Major General Wilkinson, in his order 
to me for the removal of the regular troops 
on that frontier, excepted the two companies of 
the first artillery then at Fort Niagara. And, 
under the supposition that I should meet water 
transport for my detachment at the mouth of the | 
Genesee river, I had his orders to take with me į 
the whole of the convalescents left in the different 
hospitals by the regiments which had accom- 
panied him. -This order I complied with.” 
Norz—By the arrangements of the War Department, | : 
Brigadier General Porter of the United States’ Army, 
was designated for command on the Niagara frontier, 
and particularly for that of Fort George. In the latter 
trust, General Wilkinson substituted for him Colonel 
Scott, of the third regiment of artillery, with provisional 
orders to join the army at Sackett’s Harbor. 


‘War Orrice, Feb. 8, 1813. 
Ordered, That Captain Leonard, (first -regi- 
ment of artillery) be arrested, and his‘place be 
supplied by Captain Armistead, of the same regi- 
ment. JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Adj. Gen, Cusine. 


Extract of a letter from Adjutant General Thomas H. 
Cushing to Captain George K. Armistead, dated at 
this Office, February 9, 1813. 

“You will please to proceed to Niagara, id the 
State of New York, and relieve Captain Nathan- 
iel Leonard in the command of the company of 
artillerists now at that post; which company 1s 
to be returned and mustered in your name, from 
and after the day on which you receive the com- 
mand of it; and Captain Leonard will be in- 
structed to deliver the said company to you, with 
books, papers, clothing, and everything appertain- 
ing to it. 

* You will call on Major General Dearborn at 
Albany, and receive his orders.” 


ApJ. AND INsPECTOR GENS OFFICE, 
Washington, Jan. 22, 1814. 
The above is a true copy from the original as 
recorded in this office. . 
J. B. WALBACH, Adj. Gen. 
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_ Extract of s letter from Adjutant General Thomas H. | intention of the enemy to send the greater part 

ushing-to Major General Henry Dearborn, dated | of the troops which they have at Burlington and 
‘at this office, February 8, 1813. York to Kingston, and to make York the right 
‘The conduct of Captain Leonard at Niagara | of their line. They may, however, have a small 
has been represented in a very unfavorable light | command at Burlington, and those may be so se- 
to the Secretary ofÜWar, who has instructed me | curely posted as to render them safe from any 
“to send Captain George Armistead to relieve him | desultory expedition you may set on foot; but it 
in the command of the company at that post; | is desirable to have any supplies which they may 
and Ihave instructed Captain Armistead to pro- | have collected in the neighborhood destroyed; 
* ceed on his journey immediately, and to wait on | and should the success below be not such as to 
“you for any instructions you may think proper to | promise possession of the whole of the upper prov- 
give. Captain Leonard must not exercise com- | Ince, may be destroyed. . 
` mand until his conduct has been inquired into.” Captains Leonard and Reed, or either of them, 
B ADIT AND INsPEoTOR Gen’s OFFICE, are appointed to muster your troops when and 


auth where you think proper. 
Washington, Jan. 22, 1814. In closing this communication, [ should not do 


justice to my feelings, if I were not to acknowl- 
edge the zeal and talents with which you have 
managed your command. ‘Your conduct appears 
to me to have been extremely judicious and pro- 
+ - Extract of a letter to the Secretary of War from Major | per throughout, and your troops exhibit a state 
EPIS ' . George Armistead. of improvement and subordination which is at 
Fort McHenry, January 19, 1814. once honorable to your officers and themselves, 

“Captain Leonard was not arrested or brought | — 1 am, very sincerely, your friend and obedient 


to trial during my stay on the frontier; nor was | Servant, 

„she ever instructed, to my knowledge, to give me | WILLIAM H. HARRISON. 
1 
i 


‘The above is a true copy from the original as ! 
recorded in this office. 
J. B. WALBACH, Adj. Gen. 


. „Mhe command of his company.” Brig. Gen. Georce McCrunr. 


Wax DEPARTMENT, October 4, 1813. Fort Gronaz, Nov. 10, 1813. 


[ . Sin: Understanding that the defence of the} Dear Sır: Major General Harrison embarked 
„post committed to your charge may render it | with his troops yesterday, on board the fleet des- 
poper to destroy the town of Newark, you are | tined for Sackett’s Harbor, leaving the command 
hereby directed to apprize its inhabitants of this | once more in my hands. Owing to continued 
A: circumstance, and to iavite them to remove them- opposing winds, the fleet has not yet gotten out 
E selves and their effects to some place of greater | of sight. 
f safety. Tam, &c. A correspondence which took place between 


JOHN ARMSTRONG. | the General and myself, copies of which are here- 
Brig. Gen. McCure, with sent, will at once explain to you my views 
or officer com’g Fort George, U. C. | and feelings relative to the operations proposed 


| to have been effected on this frontier. Iam con- 
fident that the expressions of regret made by Gen- 
eral Harrison are equally sincere with mine, 
Heavauarrers, NEWARK, though we both acquiesce in the necessity which 
November 15, 1813. | dictated his abandonment of the projected expe- 

Dear Sir: Being ordered to return to the west- | dition against Burlington. 
|. Ward, you will be pleased to resume thecommand| About four hundred volunteers have repaired 
fi which you received previous to my arrival at | to this post under my late call, made in conform- 
j this place. ity with General Harrison's wishes and request. 
| Theorders which you heretofore have received | A few are stillcoming in. I shall take care that 
| Will govern you. It will be necessary that you | they shall not be unemployed. Iam this moment 
y deep a vigilant eye over the disaffected part of | sending out a detachment of two hundred mounted 
einhabitants ; and I recommend that you make | volunteers, with directions to penetrate the en- 


General Harrison’s orders to General McClure. 


emy’s lines as far as practicable with safety. In 
the meantime, Iam making preparations for mov- 
ing in force against them, unless the intelligence 
: expected from this excursion should be such as 
inhabitants, It will, however, Tam persuaded, | to make it improper. 

è your wish, asitis your duty, to guard the latter} Accounts of the enemy's force still vary much. 
as much as possible from oppressioa. | A deserter came in to-day, who represents their 
The volunteers which were lately called out, | foree to be one thousand five hundred regulars, 
will be retained as long as you consider their ser- jand eight hundred Indians, at Burlington and 
Vices necessary ; the draughted militia, until fur- | Stoney creek. The former I think is magnified. 
» ther orders are received from the Secretary of | It is impossible to form a correct opinion of 
var their intended movements. At one time they 
: There can be little doubt of its being the appear to be sending down their stores and de- 


i 
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"tachments of troops to York. At this time, it is 
‘said they are reinforcing, fortifying. and building 
barracks. 

The term of service of my troops will expire 
on the 9th December. It ean hardly be expected 
that many will willingly continue in service a 
longer time. Your Excellency will at once see 
the necessity of prompt arrangements being made 
to supply their place, if it be contemplated to re- 
tain this garrison. — ' 

I enclose herein my late address, made under 
the sanction of General Harrison. 

I have the honor to be, your Excellency’s obe- 
dient humble servant. 

GEORGE McCLURE, 
Brigadier General. 
His Ex’cy J. Anmsrrone, Sec’ry of War. 


Fort Georce, November 15, 1813. 


Dear Sia: The subject of our conversation 
` this morning has occupied my most serious reflec- 
‘tions. The deadly blow heretofore given to the 

patriotism of our citizens on this frontier has 
prepared them for murmurs and complaints; those 
who are not on their march have left their homes 
and their business under great sacrifices, with 
the moral certainty of being brought into action. 
The last address which I issued under your direc- 
tions, and which, I am happy to find, has met your | 
approbation, gives them reason for indulging the 
expectation of service, and they are anxious to 
drive the enemy from their borders forever. The 
high character of General Harrison, combined 
with these circumstances, has excited strong in- 
terest in the public mind relative to our operations. 
In this peculiar situation of affairs, I feel it to 
be due to the gallant volunteers and militia, who | 
are assembled and collecting, and to my own | 
reputation, most respectfully to solicit, that, if | 
it is not incompatible with your instructions and | 
your better judgment, you will not abandon our | 
projected expedition against Burlington heights; 
such is the anxious wish of the militia, and I have | 
no doubt the soldiers under your command are 
equally, if not more, desirous of the employment. 
My anxiety on the subject I trust will excuse 
the appearance of any disrespect, in making this 
communication, which is certainly far from my ! 
feelings. My confidence in the valor, ability, and | 
prudence, of General Harrison, will dispose me 
most cheerfully to submit to any arrangements 
he may be bound to make, however great may 
be my disappointment in their result. 

I have the honor to be, with the utmost respect, | 
your obedient servant, i 

GEORGE McCLURE. | 
"Major General Harrison. 


HEADQUARTERS, NEWARK, | 
November 15, 1813. 
Dear Siz: Your letter to me of this morning 
has been received. I feel most severely the 
weight of the reasons which you urge for the 
Prosecution of the intended expedition to Burling- 


ton. The disappointment, however, to the brave 
and patriotic men, who have turned out under the 
expectation of serving their country effectually ` 
in the field, at this inclement season, is the most ` ij 
painful circumstance attegding it, as I am well: ^ 
convinced, from the information received this ' 
morning and last evening, that the enemy are re- 
moving as fast as possible from the head of the 
lake to Kingston, which has been left with a very 
small part of the force that was lately there; and 
it is more than probable that, should we advance 
in force, the enemy having now none but effec- 
tive men at Burlington, would destroy the stores 
which they have remaining there, and retreat too 
rapidly to be overtaken. "Thereare considerations, 
however, which would make it extremely desir- : 
able to make an expedition of force in that quarter, 
but the orders T have received from the Secretary 
of War leave me no alternative. 

Commodore Chauncey is extremely pressing 
that the troops should immediately embark, de- 
claring that the navigation, at this season, to small 
vessels, is very dangerous. 'The force at Sack- 
ett’s Harbor is ——. The troops at York are all 
hastening down to Kingston. 

Sackett’s Harbor may be endangered by even 
a delay of a few days; and should the troops that 
are here not get down before the lake is frozen, ‘gy 
our fleet may be destroyed for the want of theiraid. a 
I cannot, therefore, take upon myself the respon- . .; 
sibility of delaying their going down, even a day. 4 
Will you be so good, at a proper time, as to ex- j 

lain the above circumstances to the patriots who ; 
eft their homes with the intention of assisting me 
to drive the enemy far from our borders, and as- 
sure them that I shall ever recollect, with the 
warmest gratitude, the partiality they have been 
pleased to express for me, and their preference of. 
serving under my command. ntl 

I will direct payment to be made to the volun- if 
teers for rations and forage in coming out. Br 

Accept my best wishes for your health and hap- sk 
piness, and believe me, sincerely, your friend, * 

WM. HENRY HARRISON. 

General MeCrunz. 


Extractof a letter from Brigadier General McClure, to : 
the Secretary of War, dated. E 
Fort Gzones, Nov. 21, 1813. ' | 
“My mounted men have returned from the yf 
head of the lake, having progressed within sight 
of the enemy’s pickets at Stoney creek. Colonel 
Wilcocks, who commanded, reports that, from `, 
the best information he could collect, the enemy’s ,* 
force consists of from twelve to fifteen hundred Hs 
regulars, and nine hundred Indian warriors. They E 
have discharged their teams, and, apparently, in- | 
tend wintering there and at Burlington. ; n 
‘It would be very desirable to dislodge them $E 
from their position, but I fear my force is 10- ; 
sufficient for that object. At this inclement sea- | 
son it might be attended with serious consequences m 
to attempt anything more than desultory excur- 2 
sions. The volunteers who have lately come in 
must, however, be actively employed, or they. : 
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will return to their homes. 


; "Should I move with my troops towards the 
. head of the lake, the greatest advantage I can 
: promise myself will be to destroy some contiguous 
mills, and to bring off a quantity of flour, which 
is becoming scarce with us.” 


ALBANY, November 25, 1813. 


Sin: Your letter of the 17th instant has been 
: received, and I hasten to inform you that a requi- 
; sition for one thousand militia, to take the places 
of those now with you, has been made, and will 
be complied with as promptly as possible by the 
Governor. 
You say nothing of the volunteer corps which 
"General Porter engaged tó raise, and which was 
‘long since authorized by me. If, in this effort, 
| hehas failed, what are you to expect from militia 
i draughts, with their constitutional seruples? On 
I. the other hand, should he have succeeded, and 
should General Harrison’s opinion of the inten- 
tions and movements of the enemy be well 
our force will be competent to some- 


In the application of your present force, and in 
the means you take to enlarge and continue it 
throughout the Winter, you will be guided by the 
Orders received from the commanding General, at 
; the time he left you, and by such others as he may 
‘f give to you hereafter. 
Tam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient ser- 
` vant, JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Brigadier General McCLunr. 


fi 


~ Extract of a letter from Mr. Parker, Chief Clerk of 
‘© the War Department, to General McClure, dated 
War Orrice, November 27, 1813. 

“In the absence of the Secretary of War, I 
have had the honor to lay before the President 
your letters of the 19th and 21st instant, with their 
enclosures, The measures which you have adop- 
ted to increase your command on the Niagara 
fontier are approved by the President. 

. Should the men, whose term of service ex- 
pires in December, withdraw from the frontier, 
there can be no impropriety in on anlak the 
officers who compose the court martial, until they 
discharge that duty. 

“Although there is no law authorizing the 


| 


in tents at this inclement season, add 


President to give a bounty to such militia as will 
remain in service after their time expires, still, as it 
would render your force more efficient than a 
new draught, (even if the men could be obtained,) 
I have no hesitation in recommending that you 
adopt such further measures as will insure the 
protection of Fort George and the Niagara fron- 
tier, until other means of defence can be provided. 

* For this purpose the Paymasters serving with 
your troops, may be required to make such pay- 
ments or advances as you shall think proper to 
order.” 


Extract of a letter from Brigadier General McClure, 

(New York militia) to the Secretary of War, dated 

Niacara, December 10, 1813. 

“ This day found Fort George left to be de- 
fended by only sixty effective regular troops, 
under Captains Rodgers and Hampton, of the 
24th regiment of United States’ infantry, and 
probably forty volunteers. Within the last three 
days the term of service of the militia has been 
expiring, and they have re-crossed the river al- 
most to a man. F'oreseeing the defenceless situ- 
ation in which the fort was left, I had authorized 
some of my most active subalterns to raise volun- 
teer companies for two months, and offered a 
bounty, in addition to the month’s pay. Itiswith 
regret Í have to say that this expedient failed of 
producing the desired effect. A very inconsider- 
able number indeed were willing to engage for 
a further term of service, on any conditions. 

“ From the most indubitable information, I learn 
that the enemy are advancing in force. This 
day a scouting party of Colonel Wilcocks’s vole 
unteers came in contact with their advance at 
Twelve Mile creek, lost four prisoners and one 
killed; one of the former they gave up to the sav- 
ages. This movement determined me in calling 
a council of the principal regular and militia 
officers left at Fort George this morning. They 
all accorded in opinion that the fort was not ten- 
able with tlie remnant of force left in it. I, in 
consequence, gave orders for evacuating the fort 
since dusk, and, with but three boats, have brought 
over all the light artillery, and most of the arms, 
equipage, ammunition, &c.. and shall doubtless 

he heavy cannon before 


have time to dispose of t 
the enemy makes his appearance. The village 
of Newark is now in flames; the few remaining 
inhabitants in it, having been notified of our in- 
tention, were enabled to remove their property. 
The houses were, generally, vacant long before. 
This step has not been taken without counsel, 
and is in conformity with the views of your Ex- 
cellency, disclosed to me in a former communica- 
tion. 

“The enemy are now completely shut out from 
any hopes or means of wintering in the vicinity 
of Fort George. It is truly mortifying to me that 


a part of the militia at least could not have been 


prevailed on to continue in service 


ice for a longer 
term; but the circumstance of their h 


aving tolive 

x ed to that of 

the Paymaster’s coming on only prepared to fur- 
y g p 
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nish them with one, out of three months’ pay, bas 
had all the bad effects that can be imagined. 
The best and most subordinate militia that have 
yet been on this frontier, finding that their wages 
‘were not ready for them, became, with some 
meritorious exceptions, a disaffected and ungov- 
ernable multitude. 

* December 11.—1 have this moment received 
a communication from the Governor of this State, 
covering a requisition on Major General Hall for 
one thousand men. It is probable that not more 
than six or seven hundred will rendezvous on this 
frontier, which will, in my humble opinion, be 
not more than competent to its proper protection, 
as some will have to be stationed at Black Rock, 
Schlosser, and Lewistown. 

“I have written to General P. B. Porter, de- 
siring him to employ the Indians for the protec- 
sion of Buffalo, until the detachment arrives. 
Our shipping is in danger. No exertion will be 
wanting, within the pale of our limited means, 
to afford the protection contemplated.” 


Detter from the Secretary of War to Major Lee, of the 
16th regiment of Infantry, Deputy Paymaster of the 
Arniy at Utica. 

SneLpER's November, 4, 1813. 
Sm: You will immediately take measures to 
pay off the brigade of McArthur (1,300 men) at 
ort George, and the militia, volunteers, and 

Indians, under General McClure. Send an as- 

sistant, without loss of time, on this business. 


Iam, &c. 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


Extract of a letter from Brigadier General George 
McClure to the Secretary of War, dated 


HEADQUARTERS, NIAGARA, 
December 13, 1813. 


“Since I last had the honor of writing you the 
enemy has appeared in considerable force on the 
opposite shore; but having deprived them of a 
shelter, they are marching up to Queenstown, 
and appear to be fortifying on the heights. Sev- 
eral hundred Indians have appeared. I have pre- 
vailed on Lieutenant Colonel Greaves, and about 
one hundred of his regimentof artillerists, to re- 
main in the service one month longer, until the 
detachment of militia which I have ordered ar- 
rives here. I have directed the Colonel, with 
two pieces of artillery, to Lewistown, to open a 
hot shot on Queenstown, and deprive them of 
quarters also. You will observe from my des- 
patch of yesterday that every building in Newark 
is reduced to ashes. "The enemy is much exas- 
perated, and will make a descent on this frontier, 
if possible; but I shall watch them close with 
my handful of men, until a reinforcement of mil- 
itia and volunteers arrive, when I shall endeavor 
to repossess myself of Fort George, and drive 
them back to Burlington. I am not a little ap- 
prehensive that the enemy will take advantage 
of the exposed situation of Buffalo, and our ship- 
ping there; My whole effective force on this ex- 


tensive frontier, including the garrison at’ Fort 


Niagara, does not exceed two hundred and fifty 


men. I have sent an express to Mr. Gra: 
the Indian Agent, tocall out the Indians; af 


hibition of two or three hundred of them:will: 


strike more terror in the British than one ‘thou-' 
sand militia. Permit me to observe to you, sir, 
that it is all important that payment should be 
made punctually to the Indians every month, at: 
the expiration of the term they may volunteer for: 
They are a people that cannot be made to under- 
stand the difficulty of having funds here at all' 
times for that purpose. 
that Mr. Granger has interested himself warmly: 


in support of the Government, by his endeavors’ | 


to have the Indians join us on every occasion, 
and accompanied me himself on my late expe- 
dition to the twenty—-—. i f 
“This day I start to Buffalo, which place I. 
shall make my headquarters. I will reinforce’ 


this garrison as soon as possible. In the mean” 


time, nothing shall be wanted on my part to pro- 
mote the views of the Government, and protect 
the defenceless inhabitants of this frontier.” 


HEADQUARTERS, BUFFALO, 
December 


Sin: I regret to be under the necessity ` 
nouncing to you the mortifying intellige 


the loss of Fort Niagara. On the morning of n. 


18th instant, about four o'clock, the enemy crossed. 
the river at Five Mile Meadows, in great: force, 
consisting of regulars and Indians, who ma 


Ea 


I beg leave to mention’ 


22,1813." 


detheir" 
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way undiscovered to the garrison, which, from. 


the most correct information I can collect, was" 
Our men were nearly all. 
asleep in their tents; the enemy rushed in and 
Such as; 


completely surprised. 


commenced a most horrible slaughter. 
escaped the fury of the first onset, retired to the 
old messhouse, where they kept up a destructive. 
fire on the enemy, until a want of ammunition 
compelled them to surrender. 
Although our force was very inferior, and com- 
paratively very small indeed, I am induced to 


think that the disaster is not attributable to any” 


want of troops, but to gross neglect in the com- 
manding officer of the fort, (Captain Leonatd,) 
in not preparing, being ready, and looking out for 
the expected attack. 

J have not been able to ascertain correctly the: 
number of killed and wounded. About, twenty 
regulars have escaped out of the fort—some badly 
wounded. Lieutenant Peck, 24th regiment, 1s 
killed, and it is said three others. " 

You will perceive, sir, by the enclosed general 
orders, that I apprehended an attack, and made 
the necessary arrangements to meet it, but have. 
reason to believe, from information received by 
those who have made their escape, that the com 
mandant did not in any way comply with those 
orders. efe Erie 

On the same morning a detachment of militis; 
under Major Bennet, stationed at Lewisowi, 
heights, was attacked by a party of savagei m 
the Major and his little corps, by making ades- 
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perate charge, effected. their retreat, after being | given himself up; that heand family are now on 
ounded by several. hundred, with the loss of | the Canadian side of the strait. It was not with- 
or-eight, who doubtless were killed, among | out some reluctance that I left him in immediate 
oin were two sons of Captain Jones, Indian command of the fort; but there was no alterna- 
interpreter. The villages of Ycungstown, Lew- tive, as he outranked every other officer. His 
istown, Manchester, and the Indian Tuscarora | uniform attachment to British men and meas- 
village, were reduced to ashes, and the inoffensive ures, added to the circumstance of his not effect- 
inhabitants who could not escape were, without ing his escape when in his power, strengthens me 
regard to age or sex, inhumanly butchered by in a suspicion that there was a secret understand- 


savages, headed by British officers painted. A | ing with regard to this disgraceful transaction. 
British officer, who is taken prisoner, avows that] “Permit me to suggest to you, sir, that, unless 
many small children were murdered by the In- | regular troops are sent to this frontier immedi- 
didns. Major Mallory, who was stationed at ately, the enemy will penetrate into the interior 
Schlosser with about forty Canadian volunteers, | of our country, and lay waste all before them. 
` advanced to Lewistown heights, and compelled | The militia will do to act with regulars, but not: 
the advanced guard of the enemy to fall back to without them. In spite of all my exertions to- 
the foot of the mountain. The Major is a meri- | insure subordination, my late detachment ulti- 
torious officer. He fought the enemy two days, | mately proved to be very little better than an in- 
and contended every inch of ground to the Tan- | furiated mob. It was not, however, the fault of 
tawanty creek. In theseactions Lieutenant Lowe, | the privates, but of such officers as were seeking 
23d regiment United States? Army, and eight of popularity, and who, on that account, were afraid’ 
the Canadian volunteers, were killed. I had my- | of enforcing subordination, and introducing strict 
self, three days previous to the attack on Niagara, | discipline. 
left it with a view of providing for the defence| “Thave collected, from the different recruiting. 
of:this place, Black Rock, and the other villages | rendezvous, about one hundred and twenty sol- 
on this frontier. I came here without troops, and | diers, and put them under the command of Lieu- 
have called out the militia-of Genesee, Niagara, | tenant Riddle, of the 15th United States? infana 
and:Chateaugay. counties, en masse. try, an excellent and deserving officer. . 
i) This place was then thought to be in most im-| «T cannot conclude this communication with- 
E. misent danger, as well.as the shipping, but I have | out reporting the conduct of Doctor Cyrenius 
< noidoubt is now perfectly secure. Volunteers are Chapin, (late Lieutenant Colonel of volunteers.’ 
| coming in in great numbers. They are, however, | To him, in a great measure, ought all our disas- 
a:species of troops that cannot be expected to | ters to be imputed. His publications in the Buf- 
continue in service for a long time. In a few | falo Gazette, that the enemy had abandoned Bur- 
days.1,000 detached militia, lately draughted, will lington, I fear had the desired effect. Ihave found 
be.on. him an unprincipled disorganizer. Since dismiss- 
I have the honor to be, &c. ing him and his marauding corps, he has been 
GEO. McCLURE, guilty of the most outrageous acts of mutiny, if 
Brigadier General, commanding. | not of treason. When I came to Buffalo, accom- 
"Hon. J. Armsrrone, Secryof War. panied only by my suite, he headed a mob for the 
' purpose of doing violence to my feelings and per- 
son ; and when marching to the Rock, at the time 
of an alarm, five or six guns were discharged at 
me by his men.” 
| 
| 


Abstract of the Morning Report of the garrison of Fort 
^ Niagara, commanded by Captain Leonard. 


December 15, 1813. 
Captain Leonard’s comp’y, total present 74 absent 19 


Captain Hampton’s do. do. 88 do. 17 | Extracts of a letter from General Lewis Cass to the 
Lieutenant Peck’s do. do. 118 do 9 Secretary of War, dated Williamsville, eleven miles 
Lieut. Frederick’s do. do. 44 East of Buffalo, January 12, 1814, 


* I passed this day the ruins of Buffalo. It ex- 
hibits a scene of distress and destruction such as 
I have never before witnessed. 

“ The events which have recently transpired in 

this quarter have been so astonishing and unex- 

: LOOMIS, . pected, that I have been induced to make some 
Lieutenant, and Acting Adjutant, inquiry into their causes and progress; and doubt- 

JOHN pales Major ing whether you have received any correct infor- 
mga 7?* | mation upon the subject, I now trouble you with 


; the detail. 
Extract of a letter from. General George McClure to “The "fall of Nia 


the Secretary of War, dated 

: |^. Baravia, December 25; 1813. 
“It is a notorious faet, that, on the night on 

whith Fort Niagara was captured, Capt. Leonard 

Was much intoxicated, and left the fort about 11 

Clock, P. M. Tam assured that he has since 


Total present — 324 absent 45 


Aggregate 369 


gara has been owing to the 
most criminal negligence. The force in it was 
fully competent to its defence. The command- 
ing officer, Captain Leonard, it is confidently said, 
was at his own house, three miles from the fort, 
and all the officers appear to have rested in as 
much security as though no enemy was near 
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them. Captain Rodgers and Captain Hampton, 
both of the 24th, had companies in the fort. Both 
of them were absent from it. Their conduct 
ought to be strictly investigated. Iam also told 
that Major Wallace of the 5th was in the fort. 
He escaped, and is now at Erie. 

“The circumstances attending the destruction 
of Buffalo you will have learned before this 
reaches you. But the force of the enemy has 
been greatly magnified. From the most careful 
examination, I am satisfied that not more than 
six hundred and fifty men, of regulars, militia, 
and Indians, landed at Black Rock. To oppose 
these, we had from two thousand five hundred to 
three thousand militia. All, except very few of 
them, behaved in the most cowardly manner. 
They fled without discharging a musket. The 
enemy continued on this side of the river till Sat- 
urday. All their movements betrayed symptoms 
of apprehension. A vast quantity of property 
was left in the town uninjured, and the Ariel, 
which lies four miles above upon the beach, is 
safe. Since the ist instant they have made no 

' movement. They continue in the possession of 
Niagara, and probably will retain it until a force 
Competent to its reduction arrives in its vicinity.” 


Robert Lee, late of Lewistown, in the county 
of Niagara, and State of New York, gentleman, 
of the age of forty-two years, being sworn on the 
Holy Evangelists, deposeth and saith, that, some 
seven weeks immediately preceding the 19th of 
December last, he, this deponent, resided in Fort 
Niagara, for the purpose of attending to private 
business; that, about four o'clock in the morning 
of the 19th, the said fort was attacked or entered 
by the British. The garrison was not alarmed 
when the enemy entered the gates of the fort. 
Some firing took place after they entered the 
works, particularly between the guard at the 
Southeast block-house, and the sick in the hos- 
pital at the red barracks, on the part of the Amer- 
leans, with the enemy. This deponent is positive 
that there were about four hundred men of all de- 
scriptions in the fort immediately before taken, 
and that three hundred and fifty of that number 
were capable and willing to bear arms in that 
way, viz: firing on the enemy from the block- 
houses, &c. "The principal resistance the enemy 
met with was from the sick in the red barracks, 
and the guard at the Southeast block-house, be- 
forementioned. The sick in the red barracks, as 
this deponent is informed, and from what he saw 
he believes, were nearly all slaughtered. The 
British force that took possession of the fort were 
in number about four hundred, commanded by 
Colcnel Murray, who was wounded in the arm 
in entering the gate, and was succeeded in com- 
mand by Colonel Hamilton. From the British 
order of congratulation, that issued on the same 
morning, it appeared that the Americans had lost 
sixty-five killed and fifteen wounded, which 
wounds were principally by the bayonet, as ex- 
pressed in the order; but the above order issued 
very soon after they took possession of the fort, 


and did not include a number that were aftey- 
wards found bayoneted in the cellars of. the 
houses, 
killed in the whole amounted at least to eighty. 
It was a matter of frequent conversation and ex- 
ultation among the British non-commissioned 
officers and soldiers, while this deponent was 
under guard, that they bayoneted the Americans, 
notwithstanding their crying out for quarter. A 
subaltern officer and about twenty privates made 
their escape from the fort by sealing the pickets. 
Captain Leonard, the American commander, was, 
at the time the fort was taken, at his farm, about 
two miles distant, and, hearing the attack, made 
towards the fort, and at no great distance from it 
was made prisoner by the enemy, and was kept 
in close confinement for two days and a half, and 
how much longer this deponent does not know. 
The American soldiers were kept two days in 
close and miserable confinement, without the use 
of provisions, and with a very scanty supply of 
wood and water; at the expiration of: which the 
citizens and soldiers were crossed over the, river, 
and lodged in a part of what had been the British 
magazine at Fort George, the residue in open 
plank and board huts; in both situations it was 
impossible to lay down. The magazine was so 
filthy that many of the prisoners became infested 
with vermin, and in that situation remained seven 
days. The citizens were then removed toa brick 
building up near Queenstown, where they were 
so much crowded that no kind of comfort was to 
be taken either by day or night. The supply of 
provisions was not only scanty, but of the ver 
worst kind ; beef of the most inferior and repul- 
sive quality, and bread, the quality of which can- 
not be described. The water that they used, both 
there and at the magazine, they had to purchase. 
This deponent believes that, through the influ- 
ence of an individual in Upper Canada, himself, 
together with ten other American citizens, were 
permitted, on the 13th instant, to: cross to the 
United States. The residue of the citizens, to the 
amount of about seventy, were marched, on the 
12th, under a strong guard, to Burlington heights ; 
and this deponent was informed that from thence 
they would be sent to Kingston. ‘The women 
and children taken at and near Lewistown were 
stripped of their clothing, and taken across the 
river. And further this deponent saith not. 
ROBERT LEE. 


Sworn to and subscribed this 18th day of Jan- 


uary, 1814, before me, 
J. HARRISON, 
Master in Chancery. 


ON THE MANNER IN WHICH THE WAR 
HAS BEEN CONDUCTED. 


[Communicated to the House, February 21, 1814.) 
Wyras, Va., Feb. 8, 1814: 
Sin : For the information of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, or any committee of that House who 
may have under consideration either the manner 
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Manner in which the War has been conducted. 


n which the war has been conducted, or my con- 
uct as an officer of the Army of the United 
States, I enclose to you some documents, mostly 


ginals, numbered from one to sixty-one in- 


"elusive. 


Should those papers be necessary to me, for 


any purpose, at any time, no doubt they will be 
safe among the archives of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and delivered on application to me or 
my order. 

„I have the honor to be, &c., 

ALEXANDER SMYTH. 
Hon. L. Curves, _ 
Speaker House of Representatives. 


No. 1. 
General Orders. 


Heapavarrers, Green Bosa, 
September 13, 1813. 


Brigadier General Alexander Smyth will pro- 
céed to Niagara and take the command of the 
brigade composed of the fifth, twelfth, thirteenth, 
fourteenth, and twentieth regiments of infantry, 
as they arrive at, or near, Niagara, and he will 
be Eines and obeyed accordingly. On his 
arrival at Niagara, or in the vicinity of Major 
General Van Rensselaer’s headquarters, he will 
report himself to that officer. 

"By order of Major General Dearborn. 
E. BEEBE, 
Acting Deputy Adjutant General. 


No. 2. 


HEADQUARTERS, GREENBUSH, 
October 4, 1812. 


“Sir: Your letter of the 27th, by Captain Dox, 
has been received. Before this reaches you, I 
trust the reinforcements will generally have ar- 
rived. I have made every effort in my power to 
have sufficient quantities of ammunition, cloth- 
ing, medicine, arms, &c., forwarded, but not with 
all the success I could have wished. I shall con- 
tinue to send on until I am satisfied there will be 
an ample supply. It rests with you to determine 
the proper time for acting offensively. You will, 

owever, perceive the expediency of consulting 
the principal officers. 

I am apprehensive that the enemy might at- 
tempt a stroke at the naval armament preparing 
at Sackett’s Harbor, and it being of the first im- 
portance that no interruption should retard the 
Progress of those operations, J doubt the expe- 
diency of withdrawing any part of the force from 
that place at present. When the troops destined 
for your post shall have arrived, your total force 
must exceed 7,000 men, which, I presume, will 

sufficient for all contemplated purposes. 

I confidently calculate on a co-operation by the 
way of Detroit, and on important aid from the 
naval department. [t will be advisable to strike 
at Kingston from Sackett’s Harbor, or its vicinity, 

r at least to attract the attention of the enemy 
Ah that direction, by such movement as will 


threaten a blow. If we should be so fortunate as 
to obtain the command of the lake, Kingston and 
the country about it may be taken possession of, 
and all the supplies in that direction may be cut 
off. You should have as many flat boats (and. 
scows, if possible) as will be sufficient to transport 
5,000 men, with field pieces and artillery horses, 
at once, with the aid of such other vessels as can 
be readily procured. 

The contractor should be reminded of the ne- 
cessity of having a sufficient stock of provisions 
on hand for two months, exclusive of the current 
issues. 

It will be proper that a correspondence bekept 
up by expresses, between you and General Har- 
rison, which will enable you to ascertain his 
movements; butif we should be fortunate enough 
to command Lake Ontario, we ought to possess 
ourselvess of that part of Canada bordering on 
the lake, including the vicinity of Niagara, whe- 
ther Harrison succeeds or not. 

I enclose to you a copy of General Amherst’s 
order at Fort Edward, on the 12th of July, 1759. 
The authority must be respected by every Brit- 
ish officer. It will be expedient for you to have 
such an order published, with such alterations 
only as the change in circumstances, in a national 
view, has rendered necessary; and it might be 
well to quote the authority referred to. 

have considered it fortunate to find such an 
order from so respectable a source. It is con- 
tained in the “Historical Journal of the Cam- 
paigns in North America, in the years 1757, ’58, 
*59, and ’60, by Captain John Knox," published 
in England in 1769. 
With high consideration, 1 am, sir, your obe- 


dient servant, 
H. DEARBORN. 

Major General Van RENSSELAER. 

P. S. I am just informed that General Harri- 
son will be at Detroit by the 15th of this month 
at thefarthest. Forts Harrison and Wayne have 
been relieved, and the Indians dispersed. 


hd 
No. 3. 
Inspector’s Report of the Twelfth Regiment of Infantry 
commanded by Colonel Thomas Parker. 

Officers, non-commissioned Officers, and Pri- 
vates.—' he character of Colonel Parker is too 
well known at the War Office to require com- 
ment. Major Campbell will doubtless make a 
most valuable officer. The company officers are 
yet very ignorant of their duty; but they gene- 
rally appear to be very intelligent young men, 
and gentlemen. The non-commissioned officers 
and privates are, with scarcely an exception, ex- 
cellent recruits. 

Arms, Accoutrements, and Ammunition.—The 
muskets are good, but some few of them out of 
repair. No gun slings have been furnished; nei- 
ther has there been a sufficiency of screw-drivers, 
worms, picks, or brushes, supplied. The knap- 
sacks are very bad, as are likewise the canteens. 
The regiment has only about twenty-three rounds 
of ball cartridge, and not two flints per man; and 
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there is no ammunition in store at this place. 
The cartridges are many of them very bad. 
Clothing and Pay.—Though the month of Oc- 
tober is partly gone, yet, strange to tell, this regi- 
ment has not received a single article of woollen 
clothing. All the men are without coats, and 
have ‘been obliged to mount guard, during the 
cold and stormy weather which we have had for 
a week past, in their linen jackets and overalls. 
Unless immediate steps are taken to furnish 
proper clothing, the men must all fall vietims to 
the neglect. Paid up to the 31st of August. 
Camp Equipage, Stationery Hospital Stores, 
§c—The tents are very bad. Camp kettles and 
tim pans, good and complete. Axes and spades, 
bad and incomplete. No stationery. 
TheSurgeon complains that he is without medi- 
cine, hospital stores, or surgical instruments. 
Provisions.—Colonel Parker states that he re- 
ceives good provisions for his regiment. 
Discipline.—Captains Sangster’s and Page's 
companies are very raw, and ignorant of their 
duty;:: Taking into consideration that the men 
are recruits, and have just come off a long and 
fatiguing march, the state of Captain Morgan’s 
company ‘does him honor, but its discipline is 


still very imperfect. 
WILL. KING, 
Capt. and Assist. Insp. U. S. Army. 
Camp near BurraLo; N.Y., Oct. 5, 1812. 


No. 4. 


"Inspector's Report on the state of the Fourteenth Regi- 
ment of Infantry, commanded by Colonel William 
H. Winder. 

Officers, non-commissioned Officers, and Pri- 
vates.—The Colonel and Lieutenant Colonel ap- 
pear to have taken great pains to acquire a know- 
ledge of the duties of their stations. The com- 
pany officers are almost as ignorant of their duty 
as when they entered service. "The non-com- 
missioned officers and privates are gen erally only 
tolerably good recruits. 

Arms, Accoutrements, and Ammunition.—The 
arms of this regiment are in infamously bad order. 
They appear to be old muskets that have proba- 
bly been bought up at reduced prices by the con- 


tractors or other public agents, and are now: 


placed in the hands of men who are almost within 
gunshot of the enemy. The Inspector has no 
hesitation in giving it as his opinion, that at least 
one-fifth of them are unfit for service; and he be- 
lieves, were they to undergo a critical inspection, 
a. much larger proportion of them would be con- 
demned. The cartridge boxes, bayonet scabbards, 
and belts, are good; the knapsacks are very bad. 
Neither gun slings, picks, nor brushes, have been 
furnished ; nor has a sufficient number of screw- 
drivers and worms been supplied. This regiment 
has a large supply of ball cartridges, powder, and 
lead, but a considerable proportion of it is very 
bad; some of the cartridges are said to have been 
made up in 1794. There isa scarcity of flints. 
Camp Equipage, Hospital Stores, $c.— The 


tents never were good; and have been so much: 
abused on the march to this place, that they afford: : 
Camp kettles: 


little protection from the weather. 
and tin pans, good and complete; axes and spades, 
very bad. No supply of stationery. "The sur- 
geon states he is without medicine, hospital stores, 
and surgical instruments. 

Clothing and Pay.—Though the month of Oc- 
tober is partly gone, yet, strange to tell, this regi- 


ment has not received a single article of woollen: 


clothing. All the men are without coats, and 
many without shoes or stockings ; and have been 
obliged to mount guard, during. the cold and 
stormy weather which we have had for a week 
past, barefooted, and in their linen jackets and 


i overalls. Unless immediate steps are taken to 


supply proper clothing, the men must all fall vic- 
tims to the neglect. Paid up to the 31st of July. 

Provisions.—'The Lieutenant Colonel states 
that the regiment is supplied with very bad pro- 
visions. 


Discipline.— The regiment is composed entirely . 
of recruits; they appear to be almost as ignorant. 
of their duty as if they had never seen a camp. 
and scarcely know on which shoulder to carry. 


the musket. They are mere militia, and, if pos- 
sible, even worse; and if taken into action in 


their present state, will prove more dangerous to, 


themselves than to their enemy. 
WILL. KING, | 
Capt. and Assist. Insp. Gen. U. S. A. 


Camp near BurraLo, N.Y., Oct. 5, 1812. 


No. 5. 
Colonel P. P. Schuyler to General Smyth, dated 
Ocroszn 9, 1812, 11 o'clock, P. M. 
Sir: The brig Adams has been on fire about 


twenty minutes, and will soon be consumed. We. 
have saved some property that was on board, and. 
taken three prisoners. Milton is now crossing to . 


our shore. Brock has arrived opposite, with. a 
very superior force. I wait your orders. 
Respectfully, 
P. P. SCHUYLER, Colonel. 


—— 


No. 6. 
Major General Hall to Brigadier General Smyth. 


BurrALo, October 12, 1812. 
Sin: Will you have the goodness to inform 
me what time you will meet General Van Rens- 
selaer, agreeably to his request, at Niagara? 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. HALL. 


N.B. I was at the Rock this morning, and: 


there was a good deal of firing from the British 
shore. It was said that some troops were march- 


ing up on the other side of the river. Lieutenant 


Elliot was apprehensive they might get artillery 
on the island, and destroy his vessels, unless men- 
were placed on the island to prevent a landing. 
You will be able to judge the necessary forces- 
Yours, A. He 
Brigadier General Suy TH. 
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No. 7. 


Brigadier: General Smith to Major General Van Rens- 
oes selaer. 


Camp near BurraLo, Oct. 12, 1812. 


Sin: I have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letterat 10 o'clock, P.M: The bad- 
ness of the weather and roads harassed the troops 
yesterday more than can well be conceived; to- 
morrow, I expect their clothing, and they will 
wash. Next day, they might march, to the num- 
ber of twelve hundred effective men, but imper- 
fectly disciplined. : 

It is said the enemy are in considerable force 
opposite to Black Rock ; and as Lieutenant Colo- 
nels Scott and Chrystie have arrived with you, 
the time for attack is favorable; and may you 
conquer is my prayer. 

I have the honor to: be, &c., 

ALEXANDER SMYTH, 
= Brigadier General. 
: Maj. Gen. Van RENSSELAER. 


No. 8. 


Extract of a letter from General Smyth to General 
Sheafe, dated 
. Ocroser 18, 1812. 
“ As I am averse to. taking a single life, or oc- 
easioning a single calamity, without an object, I 


ropose a further continuance of the armistice, | 


indefinitely, each party to have a right to termi- 
nate it; giving thirty hours notice to the other 
party; the armistice to extend along the frontier 
rom Lake Erie to Lake Ontario.” 


CAMP on THE MOUNTAIN, 

October 19, 1812, 6 o'clock, A. M. 

Str: I shall immediately proceed to Schlosser, 
to'await your further orders. It would be pleas- 
ing to me to be ordered to proceed to our ultimate 
destination before the weather becomes more in- 
clement. 

I will thank you to give an order on the Quar- 
termaster for eighty blankets, and thread to make 
watch coats for my regiment. Indeed, if in your 
opinion it could be justified, I could wish that 
every man could be furnished with one. "Those 


I now ask for are intended for the use of the’ 


guards. : ; 
With the highest regard and respect, I am, sir, 
your obedient servant, 
THOMAS PARKER, 
Colonel 12th Infantry. 


= No. 9. 
Brigadier General Smyth to the Secretary of War. 
Near BorraALo, October 20, 1812. 

Sik: On the 16th instant, General Van Rens- 
selaer,-by a general order, invested me with the 
command of the troops between the Lakes Erie 
and Ontario, with power to order general courts 
martial, and exercise the authority of commander 
of a great military district. . 

Or tlie 18th instant, I ordered Colonel Winder 


(an admirable officer) to Fort Niagara; on the 
19th I broké üp thé camp at Lewistown, ordered 
the militia, such as had not deserted, and except- 
ing the artillery, to Schlosser; the artillery were 
put under Colonel Winder's command, and would: 
most of them take post on the mountain opposite 
Queenstown. Colonel Parker, with the detach- 
ments of the 12th and 20th, will take post on: a 
small ereek near Black Rock, and collect the 
boats. Colonel Schuyler, with the detachments 
of the’ 5th and 13th, will take a position near 
him. The volunteers will encamp near Buffalo. 

In the small creek I mention, I wish to have 
one hundred boats that will carry across: at once 
four thousand men, and twenty or thirty scows 
or flats, to take over artillery or cavalry. And 
if you will inerease my force to eight thousand 
men, with twenty pieces of light and field artil- 
lery, and some troops of cavalry, I will enter Can- 
ada, and leave the rest to Heaven. 

Place no confidence in detached militia. They : 
have disgraced the nation. Do not rely on the 
contractor for provisions. He has no salt meat, 
and only damaged flour. If you have any com- 
passion on the service, send money either to 
Lieutenant Allison, my brigade quartermaster, or 
to some publie agent under my orders. Without 
it we cannot supply the contractors deficiencies ; 
we cannot get transportation by land, build boats, 
procure forage, or anything’else, wanted by tlie 
army. 

Give me here a clear stage, men, and money, 
and I will retrieve your affairs or perish. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 


most obedient, 
ALEXANDER SMYTH. 


No. 10. 
The Secretary of War to Brigadier General Smyth. 


War Department, Not. 4, 1812. 

Sir: Your letter of October 20th has been re- 
ceived. On the 21st of October Major General 
Dearborn reported to this Department that he 
had granted General Van Rensselaer’s request to 
retire from his command ; that he had directed 
him to give over his command to you; and that 
he had written you “in a particular and explicit 
manner.” You are too well acquainted with ser- 
vice to require to be informed that all communi- 
cations respecting your command should be di- 
rected to that officer. A copy of your letter has 
been enclosed to General Dearborn. 

Such ordnance as he may assign to Niagara 
must be sent from Albany. Transportation, 
whether by boats or wagons, is furnished by the: 
Quartermaster’s department; and in case of fail- 
ure or deficiency in rations, purchases should be 
made aceording to the provisions of the contract, 
for which purpose bills may be drawn on this 
Department, properly advised, that the contractor 
may be made accountable. 

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant 

W. EUSTIS. 

Brigadier General A. SMYTH, 

Buffalo, New York. 
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: No. 11. 
Colonel Parker’s Report to Brigadier General Smyth. 

Colonel Parker has the honor to report to Gen- 
eral Smyth that, agreeably to his orders, he has 
caused to be collected all the boats that could be 
found last evening, and had them carried up the 
creek to an old field about a mile above the bridge, 

- where they are left under a small guard. 

- He has also obtained a promise from Lieuten- 
ant Angus, of the Navy, to send out a party of 
sailors to colleet all the boats he can find on the 
coast, and convey them to the same place. 

Colonel Parker would beg leave to suggest to 
the General, the propriety of placing these boats 
under the charge of a careful officer ; and, as 
many of them are leaky and scarce of oars, have 
them carefully prepared for service. 

From report, Colonel Parker is of opinion that 
the Secretary of War will probably urge a de- 
scent on Canada this Fall; but he supposes that 
a discretionary power will eertainly be given to 
the commanding officer on the lines. From the 
present state of the Quartermaster’s and Com- 
missary’s departments; from the almost total 
want of discipline in the regular troops; and 
from the little confidence that can be placed in 
the militia force; it would appear that a suc- 
cessful issue could hardly be expected, and de- 
feat might prove highly injurious to our country. 
If the General’s attention should be entirely turned 
to the discipline of the troops, even to the 10th of 
next month, it is feared that, after that period, it 
would be too late to put the troops under a com- 
fortable cover before the Winter sets in, which 
might be attended with the most fatal conse- 
quences. Would it not, therefore, be better to 
detail six or eight men, best qualified for the ser- 
vice, from each company, to commence the build- 
mg ie huts while the residue are employed on 
drill ? 

While Colonel Parker has taken the liberty of 
making the foregoing observations, he begs leave 
to assure the General of his entire submission to 
his better judgment, and of his determination to 
promote his views by every exertion that his fee- 
ble health and abilities will permit. 

OcTonzR 22, 1812. 


No. 12. 
Major General Dearborn to Brigadier General Smyth. 


HEADQUARTERS, GREENBUSH, 
October 21, 1812. 

Sin: Major General Van Rensselaer having 
communicated a wish to retire from his com- 
mand, I have acquiesced in his request, and 
have desired him to give over the command 
which he held to you, and to give you copies of 
my last two or three letters to him, and such in- 
formation in relation to the enemy, his means of 
obtaining information, and the state of the troops, 
stores, &c., as he may possess. The unfortunate 
affair at Queenstown, on the 13th, is most seri- 
ously to be lamented; but we must endeavor, by 
redoubled efforts, to retrieve the state of our af- 
fairs. I have ordered Colonel Porter, of the ar- 


tillery, to Niagara, to take command of the whole 
of the light and heavy artillery at that post. You 
will find in him all the requisite practical infor- 
mation and industry in his line. A fine company 
of light artillery, all mounted, will proceed as 
rapidly as possible to replace such as have been 
lost. On their arrival, it will, I presume, be ex- 
pedient to send the greatest number of horses back 
to some place where forage may be conveniently 
obtained. I shall order Colonel McClure, with 
his battalion of uniform volunteers, to march from 
Onondaga to Niagara ; and I yet hope that, when 
the troops shall have been concentrated, and put 
into a state of organization, that you will be able 
to pass into Canada, and secure good Winter quar- 
ters. T had directed General Van Rensselaer to 
call on the contractor for a deposite of provisions 
for at least two months, exclusive of the current 
issues. It will be expedient for you to repeat the 
requisition on the contractor. Captain Thomas, 
the Deputy Quartermaster General, will join you 
with stores and funds for that department; and 
I trust you will find in him an active and atten- 
tive officer. It will be proper to give Colonel 
Parker the command of a brigade. In all im- 
portant movements you will, 1 presume, consider 
it advisable to consult some of your principal of- 
ficers. Every means in your power should be 
exerted to procure a sufficient number of boats 
and scows for transporting the troops. You 
should, if possible, be prepared for crossing with 
three thousand men, with artillery, at once. 
Faithful and experienced boatmen should be se- 
leeted for managing the whole of the boats, and 
there should be a surplus in each boat as a pro- 
vision to meet accidents. The greatest precau- 
tion should be observed in the arrangement for 
embareation and debarcation. You will pardon 
me for being thus particular. The most import- 
ant consideration will be that of ascertaining and 
agreeing on the best and surest points for cross- 
ing; much will depend on a judicious selection 
of the principal landing places. Your informa- 
tion will enable you, with the advice of your prin- 
cipal officers, to decide on these subjects in the 
most judicious manner. That you may be so 
fortunate as to succeed in retrieving and melior- 
ating the state of our affairs, is my most ardent 
wish. You will, by all practicable means, en- 
deavor to correspond with General Harrison, , 
who, I presume, is now at Detroit, with a very 
respectable force. I need not impress you with 
the necessity of cultivating a spirit of harmony 
and good understanding among all the corps un- 
der your command ; on whieh the success of your 
operations will materially depend. I have been 
establishing a line of expresses between this place 
and Niagara, by which despatches may pass in 
about forty-four hours. You will direct where 
the non-commissioned officers of the express will 
be stationed near your quarters, The line will, I 
trust, be completed within two or three days after 
this reaches you. 

With esteem and consideration, your obedient 


and humble servant, 
H. DEARBORN. 
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No. 13. 


^: Brigadier General Alexander Smyth to Major General 
zn Dearborn. 

Camp near BurraLo, Oct. 24, 1812. 
Sır : I bave had the honor to receive your let- 
. ter of the 2ist instant, and shall fail in nothing 
ia my power to retrieve the state of our affairs. 
`, The affair of Queenstown probably diminished 
‘our force 2,000 men; one-half of which were 
killed, wounded, and prisoners, and the other half 
deserted, or were discharged in consequence of 
_ some battalions being greatly reduced. 

General Van Rensselaer transferred to me the 
‘command on the 15th, and on the 16th I broke 
up the camp at Lewistown; sent the 14th in- 
fantry, under Colonel Winder, to Niagara; the 

‘militia artillery to a battery opposite the heights 
' of Queenstown; the militia infantry and riflemen 
to Schlosser ; and I returned with the 5th, 13th, 
“42th, and 20th, to my camp near Buffalo; the 

Pu of the light and 2d artillery areat Black 

Rock. ' 

In a creek at Black Rock I am collecting boats; 
and there I propose to cross. The Canadian shore 
is easy of access from Erie to Chippewa. There 

_ are some batteries opposite Black Rock that I can 
` have carried when I please. 
.. Boats are wanting. I havesent to have those 
. Which Chrystie brought to Niagara carried to 
Schlosser; this will be a difficult work. Scows 
are wanting aud essential. As yet I have no 
. funds. 

"The reinforcement you mention I hope will 

encourage those under my command. It is said 

500 soldiers have arrived at Fort George since the 
` battle ; that the Indians have gone home to gather 
` their corn; aud that three-fourths of the militia 

are called into serviee. As the enemy's regular 
troops and flankers amount to 3,000 men, their 
"militia, if ealled out, as said, may swell their 
' force to 10,000 men. 
` It has seemed to me, sir, that the three armies 
should strike on the same day. If not; the com- 
mand of the Lakes will enable the enemy to beat 
us in detail. : 

The sailors here will furnish me with excellent 
boatmen. I shall take the opinions of a few of 
my most enlightened officers at times, but I will 
decide. . 

There is some difficulty in. giving Colonel 

' Parker a brigade, as Schuyler contests his right 
to rank. Winder is an officer of the first class. 

In consequence of the loss of five companies of 
the 13th, I consolidated the 5th and 13th, as was 
done by the Adjutant General in the case of the 
l2thand20th. In consequence, Milton asked and 
obtained a furlough. His regiment was badly 
governed, and I found I had nothing to expect 
from him. 

. donot expect the contractor to supply us with 

provisions. [ received a number of returns at 

Lewistown, “unfit for duty for want of provis- 

ions,” 

We much want some cannon of large calibre 
for the fort of Niagara, and the batteries of Black 
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Rock, A powerful battery at the latter place 
would protect our landing at noon day.- 

The ship carpenters have gone off, which I 
mueh regret. 

, Colonel Porter will doubtless be of great ser- 
vice to us ; but I should have preferred his com- 
ing to Black Rock. 

I shall keep yon advised of our progress. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect 
and esteem, your most obedient, l 

ALEXANDER SMYTH, 
Brigadier General. 
Major General DeARBoRN. 


No. 14. 
Camp NEAR BurraLo, Oct. 25, 1812. 

A hospital will be immediately established at 
Buffalo. Houses shall be rented, and Doctor 
Hays will take charge of, and regulate it. 

To that hospital the sick and wounded in camp 
and its vicinity will be removed. Doctor Hays 
will make requisitions for such articles as are ne- 
cessary for their comfort, and matrons and nurses 
will be employed. 

By order: H. SMYTH, 
Lieut. 3d Artillery, and A. D. C. 


No. 15. 
HEADQUARTERS, NEAR BUFFALO, ' 

Oct. 27, 1812. 
Captain Allison will to-day vacate the court- 
house, to be used asa hospital. He will take pos- 
session of the barracks in which Capt. Harris’s 

company of militia has been stationed. 
ALEXANDER SMYTH, 
Brigadier General commanding. 


No. 16. 
Major General Dearbon to Brigadier General Smyth. 


HEADQUARTERS, GREENBUSH, 
October, 28, 1812. 

Sir: Your letters of the 22d and 24th were re- 
ceived at 5 o'clock P. M. yesterday. This will 
leave here to-morrow morning at 7 o'elock. I 
have this day received information from General 
Bloomfield that about 800 men, with several field 
pieces, left Montreal for your neighborhood on 
the 14th instant; of course the sooner you are 
prepared to strike the better. From the accounts 
I have received from Fort George, I am induced 
to believe that, exclusive of Fort Erie and its 
immediate dependencies, the whole force on the 
British side of the river does not amount to more 
than twelve or fourteen hundred, including the 
militia which were in service at the time of the 
unfortunate partial attack; and the derangement 
the death of General Brock must have occasioned 
in relation to the militia and Indians must have 
a considerable effect on their measures of defence, 
if they are not allowed too long a time for pro- 
curing reinforcements, and forming a new organ- 
ization. I expect that General Bloomfield will 
move immediately towards Montreal, and I cal- 
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' eulate on his being able to beat up the several | pected in camp, and some of the volunteers and 


posts between his camp and the river St. Law- 
rence. You should be explicit and positive in 
` your orders to the contractor for having at least 
„two months’ deposite of provisions on hand, ex- 
“elusive of the current issues. If you should de- 
termine on crossing from the vieinity of Black 
Rock with your main force, will not the enemy 
have it in his power to destroy the bridge over 
Chippewa creek, and render your passage diffi- 
cult? You. will, I presume; think it advisable 


to. make one.or more feints at other points, while | 


your main body crosses at the place decided on. 

I am induced to suspect that the actual benefit 
of heavy ordnance, in facilitating a landing, has 
been overrated. Some twelve pounders in scows 
would,in my:opinion, be of more service in cover- 

. ing a landing than the fire of heavy pieces at long 
Shots. And when a footing is secured on the 
‘Canada shore, the ordnance in their batteries 
,must undoubtedly fall into your hands. Neither 
_,General Van Rensselaer nor yourself have said 
‘anything in relation to the arrival of the Pennsyl- 
-vania militia. I presume they must have arrived, 
ot that you will have sent in quest of them, with 
orders to hurry on as quick as possible. An addi- 
tional supply of. powder, balls, paper, &c., has been 
ordered to your post. Colonel Porter left this place 
on the 24th with 109 light artillerists, all mounted, 
and well appointed in every respect. He will 
proceed in the stage to Canandaigua, and from 
thence to. your quarters as rapidly as possible. 
- You will perceive the propriety and necessity of 
a return being made of all the troops under your 
command, which has been too long delayed. 

With esteem and consideration, I am, sir, your 
obedient servant, ' 

H. DEARBORN. 

Brigadier General SMYTHE. 


f No. 17. 
Extract of a letter from James Selden, Jr., of Troy, to 
:, General Smyth, dated 
NovemsBer 27, 1812. 
“Tam informed, from an undoubted source, 
. that the British have received a reinforcement of 
` 800 regulars at Fort George; that is, they are not 
. ,€xactly at Fort George, but have encamped about 
one anda half miles up Chippewa creek, where the 
enemy have been building barracks. A cousin 
of mine brought me this information, who was in 
the British militia service, and deserted.” 
The new barracks erected in the vicinity of 
Fort George and Chippewa have, from the pre- 
cipitancy of the enemy’s flight, escaped being 


burnt. 
E. BAYNES, Adj. General N. A. 


No. 18. 
Colonel Thomas Parker to General Smyth. 
Camp, Oct, 30, 1812. 
Sin: You did me the honor last evening to 
consult me about the propriety of forming a bri- 
gade, to be composed of the regular troops ex- 


militia now on the lines. 


Ihave been made acquainted, from -differént ` 


sources, with the disposition of the troops at Baf- 
falo and Colonel Swifts regiment, and I think 
there is only one company amongst them. that 
would not corrupt any regular troops that they 
might be associated with. And even that com- 
pany would not be willing to be subjected to 
regular discipline. What may be the disposition 
of the volunteer Irish Greens I do not know ;: but, 
upon the whole, I should think it best to keep 
the regulars entirely distinct from. them, ; 

I would beg leave tọ recommend that the, mil- 
itia and volunteers be formed into a distinct, bri- 
gade, and put under strict drill. If they will 
not bear this, they had better be at home. 

I must beg leave, sir, to call your attention to 
the requisition made for. flannel, as it will -be of 
infinite service to our men. m 

Ihave the honor to be, with much respect and 
esteem, sir, your obedent servant 

HOMAS PARKER, 
Colonel 12th. Infantry. 


No. 19. 

Brigadier General Alexander Smyth to Major General 

Dearborn. » 

Camp, NEAR BurraLo, Oct, 30, 1812. 
Sm: I have had the honor to receive, to.day, 
at four o'clock P. M., your letter of the 28th inst. 
We may, in a few days, have together seventy 
boats, that would carry over three thousand five 
hundred men; but we have no scows. I have 
set all the carpenters, and some citizens, to build- 
ing of scows. We want tools. and materials. 
The Deputy Quartermaster gives it as his opin- 
ion that we can have ten scows in twenty days. 


without them, it would be injustice to the:nation 
and myself to attempt it. I must not be defeated. 

The New York Greens, and a troop of volun- 
teer cavalry have arrived. "The twenty-third 
regiment, the Pennsylvania volunteers, and those 
from Baltimore, have not arrived. 

The Deputy Quartermaster has. brought on 
checks instead of money; and he is unable to 
make payments. His letter to the Quartermas- 
ter General is enclosed; and I request that mo- 
ney may be sent to him immediately. : 

If I can beat the enemy on the plains of: Erie, 
and take that place, I will find, means to get to 
Fort George, whatever may become of the bridge 
of Chippewa. 

Ihave the honor to be, with. perfect respect, 

| your most obedient servant, 
ALEXANDER SMYTH, 
Brigadier General. 


No. 20. : 
Winder to Brigadier General 
Smyth. 

Fort NiAcaRA, Oct, 30, 1812. 
Sin: Captain Archer, of the 2d artillery, arrived 


Colonel! William H. 


I would eross in three days, if 1 had the means; . 
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- “at this post this morning; he has with him about 
“sixty men and two six pounders. His instruc- 
“tions were to report himself to Lieutenant Colonel 
"&Seott, at this place. 
:,* Under the circumstances, I have deemed it ad- 
`. visable to recommend his waiting your orders 
“Kere; which he will do. I send this by an express. 
` In a letter, which I addressed you by Mr. 
“Suchet, I suggested the propriety of retaining 
^ten or twelve boats on this end of the line; a 
knowledge of your wishes on this subject might 
revent the labor and troüble of bringing them 
ack from Schlosser. 
. The movement of troops and boats from this 
end of the line has occasioned a considerable 
.movement of men, from the other side of the 
river, towards Erie. They have been principally, 
if not altogether, militia. The number expected, 
"by the cavalry stationed between this and Lewis, 
‘as passing up, are from four to five hundred. 
This morning the armed ship Earl Moira has ar- 
‘rived, accompanied by a small unarmed schooner, 
^ . having a number of men on her deck; but how 
|^ * many there are cannot yet be ascertained, as they 


“have not landed. 
. : I shall gather all.the force I can, and parade 
7;them near here to-morrow; my object will be to 
, prevent the accumulation of force against. your 
"end of the line, by making a display here; should 
‘your movements render it necessary, I can send 
them on to that end of the line by a fleet. 
: .; ‘Should not Captain Archer be necessary to you 
. he will be of important service here. 
|o Lam, sir, your obedient servant, 

i WM. H. WINDER, 

Colonel Commanding. 
. Brig. Gen. ALEXANDER, SuyTH, 
| Commanding Centre Army. 


. No. 21. 


H. Winder to Brigadier General 
Alexander Smyth. 


b Fort Niagara, November 3, 1812. 

"j«BiR: I avail myself of the opportunity, by 
ieutenant Totten, of the Engineers, to write you. 
You will-find him a useful and valuable officer 
"In his professional line, and an estimable private 
man. 

I shall send the clothing for the fifth, which is 
one barrel only, and a quantity of stockings, by 
Quartermaster Állisqn. I also enclose you a re- 
turn:of clothing at this place, made to me by 

Captain Leonard. This list is exclusive of twenty- 
three tierces, sent on to the fourteenth, which con- 

tain coats, pantaloons, and vests, only of winter 
Clothing. 

. Another vessel arrived at Fort George yester- 
day evening. It was near dark, and no accurate 
Observations could be made from here. Captain 
, Archer was at the Salt battery, directly opposite 

Fort George, and will be able to inform you 
more particularly; Ihave not seen him. It is 
said that a body of Indians landed from her, say 
' One hundred. Every one of their brethren that 
We can raise should cross to meet them. I suse 


Colonel William 


pect the enemy relies very much upon his savage 
ally. As many militia riflemen as can in any 
sort be relied on, and can be got to cross, would 
be important. . x 

Should your plans permit a notice of twenty; 
four hours to be given to me before I move from 
here, I might make some movements to. draw 
them toward this end of the line. By selecting 
the twilight, of morning or evening, I might give 
my force the appearance of a thousand men, and 
make some indications of crossing. 

My whole force is applied to the requisite labor 
of the. garrison and batteries. I shall turn to 
drilling at every movement. 

I am, with very great respect, your obedient 


servant, ` 
WM. H. WINDER, Colonel. 
Brig Gen. ALEXANDER SMYTH, 
: Commanding Centre Army. 


No. 22. 


Lieutenant Colonel Livingston to General Alexander 
Smyth. 


BurrALo, Nov. 4, 1812. 


Sır: Ihave the honor to report the result of 
my inspection, as far as was in my power, of 
General Miller's brigade of militia, and the or- 
ganization of the same, as contemplated by your 
order of the 29th ultimo. I regret I am not ena- 
bled to make a favorable report, but the state of 
the brigade is such as to be little better than an 
undisciplined rabble, and it may be a question 
whether they are not of more disservice than of 
use; the total want of order no doubt proceeds 
from the ignorance of the officers, and the great 
familiarity that exists between them. and their 
men ; that this can be remedied, perhaps is impos- 
sible, while such materials are employed for offi- 
cers. Ihave endeavored to select and retain in 
service the best, and such as Iam told will not 
shrink from duty. 

After waiting two days for the different re- 
turns, I found it impossible to obtain them, al- 
though I applied to the General and his Brigade 
Major, whose duty I presume it was to furnish 
them. This circumstance prevents my giving a 
statement of the exact number of men, arms, am- 
munition, &c. The arms in use are good, al- 
though not kept (with a few exceptions) in such 
order as they ought to be. Iam informed there 
are about seven hundred and fifty men, of which 
four hundred and twenty were under arms on 
the day of inspection. On Saturday evening one 
hundred deserted, and no measures taken to bring 
them back; a spirit of mutiny seems to pervade 
the camp. 

I shall leave this to-morrow for Geneva, and 
will take charge of any communication for his 
Excellency the Governor, or any other you may 
wish to forward. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

J. W. LIVINGSTON. 

General ALEXANDER SMYTR, 

Comm’g U. S. Army on the N. Frontier. 
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No. 23. 


Captain Benjamin Wallace to Brigadier General Alex- 
ander Smyth. 


CAMP, NEAR THE Navy YARD, 
below Black Rock Nov. 5, 1812. 


Sin : If Captain Thomas intends that the boats 
and scows should be built in any reasonable time, 
he ought to furnish a sufficient quantity of tools 
for the men under my command to work with; 
at present, more than one-half of them have not 
proper tools to work; narrow axes are much 
wanted; the augers, chisels, saws, &c., were all 
to be put in order, and will be of little use for 

'some days. I have selected three men to build 
a scow, agreeably to my own directions, and to 
see what time it takes to make one. 
Iam, sir, with respect, 
BENJAMIN WALLACE, 
Capt. 5th United States’ Infantry. 
Brig. Gen. ALEXANDER SMYTH. 


i No. 24. 
Major General Dearborn to Brigadier General Smyth. 


HEADQUARTERS, GREENBUSH, 
November 8, 1812. 

Sin: Your letter of the 30th was duly received. 
I have sent an additional supply of cartridges and 
stockings. I trust the Pennsylvania militia have 
joined you. 1 have sent Colonel Macomb, with 
upwards of four hundred men, to co-operate with 
Commodore Chauncey, who has informed me 
that he shall be ready on the 15th instant to look 
for and attack the British force on Lake Ontario, 
and probably attack. Kingston, if I should send 
him a body of troops that he could rely on to aid 
him. If he should succeed, I have requested him 
to send a part of his force to Niagara as soon as 
practicable. I hope you will be ready to strike 
as soon as he will. A movement will probably 
be made by that time towards Montreal ; and, at 
the same time, I trust General Harrison will be 
in operation at Detroit. The campaign may still 
be closed with success. I shall set off this day 
for Lake Champlain. If you succeed at Niagara, 
York and Kingston will demand your early atten- 
tion. That you may succeed, and cover your- 
self and the troops under your command with 
glory, is the ardent wish of your friend and hum- 
ble servant, H. DEARBORN. 

Brigadier General Suv7n. 


No. 25. 
Brigadier General Smyth to Major General Dearborn. 
Camp NEAR BurraLo, Nov. 9, 1812. 

Sir: Colonel McFeely arrived on the Ist inst. 
with about one hundred and eighty men of the 
22d. Captain Archers company of artillery ar- 
rived on the 4th instant; and to-day Col. Brown, 
with one hundred and ninety infantry ; and also 
tlie light artillery arrived. 

I have sent an officer to meet the Pennsylva- 
nians. He had gone as far as Erie, when I last 
heard of him, without meeting them. They are 


volunteers to supply that State's quota of militia, 
Can the 
they will refuse. E 

One of the Aids of the Governor of New York 
has been at Schlosser in the capacity of Deputy 
Adjutant General, making a new organization of 
the militia there. I caused them to encamp by 
themselves—not a soldier within ten miles of 
them. One hundred of them deserted the next 
night after the Governor's Aid left them. 

What most disturbs me is the il! health of the 
troops. The measles has affected many ; and the 
want of salt meat, of ovens, and exposure to cold— 
until lately without winter clothing—have pro- 
duced dysentery and other diseases. Our hospi- 
tals are filled with sick and wounded, and new 
cases of diseases are occurring daily. 

Colonel Winder, with the 14th, is coming to 
this place from Niagara. I shall trust the defence 
of it to two companies of artillery, and Lieuten- 
ant Colonel McFeely’s corps of infantry, which 
will march to-morrow. 

The contractors have failed to supply, and I 
have ordered purchases of provisions for Fort 
Niagara. 

Between the 20th and 30th instant I shall be 
ready to cross the river with about thirteen hun- 
dred regular infantry, three hundred artillery, six 
hundred volunteers, and seventy cavalry—if you 
will allow me Captain Morgan’s troop. In this 
estimate is not included the Pennsylvania and 
New York militia. 

Two regiments will proceed, on to-morrow, to 
commence building huts. If we cannot stay on 
the other side, we shall have a shelter ready for 
the sick and wounded. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with the highest 
esteem, your most obedient, 

ALEX’R SMYTH, Brig. Gen. 

Major General DEARBORN. 


P. S.—A District Paymaster, with money, is 
necessary. The volunteers cannot be retained in 
service unless paid. Lieutenant Gansevoort, of 
the artillery, who states that he was appointed 
District Paymaster, was ordered to Albany more 
than three weeks since to procure funds. I have 
heard that he is sick. Colonel Brown's regiment 
mutinied at Manlius on account of their pay. 


No. 26. 


General Smyth conceives the following facts 
should be known and considered by the Secretary | 
of War: 

1. Thatthe 5th regiment, at Utica, on its march, 
did mutiny for want of their pay. - 

2. That the 23d regiment, at Manlius, did mu- 
tiny on account of their pay, which is still due. 

3. That a company of volunteers, at Buffalo, 
did mutiny on account of their pay and clothing. 

4, That the Captain of another volunteer com- 
pany, the best in service, has stated that he be- 
lieves his men will not cross into Canada without 
their pay and allowance for clothing.] 


* Phillips’s. + Allison's. 


be forced to cross the line? Iam told E 


` 


APPENDIX. 


2498: 


Manner in which the War has been conducted. 


55 That the Deputy Quartermaster states him- 
| self to be without money. 
» 6. That there is no District Paymaster at Nia- 
sara supplied with money. 
_ 7. That Colonel Winder, commanding at Fort 
' Niagara, reports, “ We are literally starving on 
^ this end of the line for bread. fn consequence 
of which the Deputy Quartermaster has been or- 
" dered to purchase provisions. 
8. That eighteen hundred Pennsylvania vol- 
* unteers will arrive next week. 

9. That General Smyth will be ready in fifteen 
days to cross into Canada. 


——— 


No. 27. 

Speech to Indians. 

BnornBzns: I thank you for the tender of your 

services in the defence of the United States, which 

ou have made, and in their name accept them, 

in ease the troops and the Indians of the British 

King should invade the United States; which I 
expect they will not dare to attempt. 

"It is the desire of your Great Father, the Pres- 
ident, that you should take no part in the war be- | 
tween the United States and Great Britain, but 
remain at peace, and take care of your wives and 
children. 

"The British nation is not able to maintain the 
í, contest against the United States on this great 
F island, without help. They ask the Indians for 
; help who have given it, and will be ruined by 
doing so. * We are able to beat the British with- 
; outhelp. And,although we understand that you 
are willing to help us if we ask it, yet we do not 
ask it. The quarrel is ours, and not yours; and | 
we will fight our own battles. | 
Brothers: Hold fast the chain of friendship be- 


tween you and the United States, who are great, 
powerful, just, and good, and will vanquish all 
their enemies, and protect all their friends. 


f No. 28. 
' "Colonel Winder to Brigadier General Smyth. 


Camp, wear Navy Yarn, Nov. 20, 1812. 
Sig: Iam informed that blankets have been 
Supplied to the brigade for the purpose of making 
great coats. They are certainly necessary, or 
some substitute. I presume it would be impossi- 
le to make them up now, before a movement 
13th Cox. 2d 3rss.—79 


| 


| across the river will take place. Iam informed 
| that a quantity of great coats came up from Nia- 
| gara, and I believe they will never be better dis- 
posed of than by distributing them to the soldiers 
now. The enclosed return, handed you by the - 
Quartermaster of the 14th, will supply my regi- 
ment, with what I have already had made. 
pray you, therefore, if you deem it not absolutely 
inadmissible, to order the issue agreeably to the 
return. 

Should you not feel at liberty to order the pea- 
coats to be issued, we must be satisfied with 
blankets, and do the best we can under existing 
circumstances ; at all events, as many great coats 
as are necessary for guard duty may issue as a 
matter of course. I have drawn returns for either 
alternative, which the Quartermaster will pre- 
sent you. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, &c. 
WM. H. WINDER, 
Colonel 14th Infantry, U. S. A. 
Brig. Gen. A. Smytu, Commanding. 


No. 29. 
Brigadier General Smyth to General Tannehill. 


HEADQUARTERS, CAMP NEAR BUFFALO, 
November 21, 1812. 
Sir: Will you be pleased to ascertain whether 
there are any companies of your brigade who will 
refuse to serve the United States in Canada. 
I deem it essential that we should know on 
whom we may rely with confidence. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, &c. 
ALEXANDER SMYTH, 
Brig. Gen. Cong. 


No. 30. 
Brigadier General T'annehill to General Smyth. 
Camp, Granaer’s Farm, Nov. 22, 1812. 
Str: To enable me to answer your note of yes- 
terday, I convened my field officers in camp. The 
prevailing opinion appears to be that, if an effi- 
cient force can be had to cross into Canada, a 
very general embarcation of my brigade may be 
expected ; if on the contrary, it is difficult for me 
to say what number may be calculated on. 
l am, with sentiments of respect, &c. 
A. TANNEHILL, 
Brig. Gen. 1st brigade, Pa. volunteers. 
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Return. of the Officers and Privates of the First Brigade of Pennsylvania Volunteers, under the command of: 
oe c Adamson Tannehill, who have volunteered to cross the boundary line into. the Provine 
‘of Ipper Canada, to assist in establishing the American standard in that Province. 


No..31. _ 


Regiments. 


First regiment rifle- 
men, commanded 
by Lieut. Colonel 
Irwin. 


Secohd regiment ri- 
flemen, command- 
ed by Lieutenant 
Colonel Piper. 


First regiment in- 
fantry, command- 
ed by Lieutenant 
Colonel Snyder. 


Second . regiment 
of infantry, com- 
manded by Lieu- 
tenant Col. Pur- 
viance. 


Companies and parts 
of companies. 


Capt. Blue's 


Capt. Dean's 
Capt. Alter’s - 
Capt. McGuire’ 
Capt. Long's - 
Capt. Hayss - 
Capt. O'Kes's - 


Capt. Patterson's 

Capt. Thompson’s 
Capt. Sparks's - 
Capt. Vance’s- - 
Capt. McGuire’s - 
Capt. Gibson's  - 
Capt. Road's - - 


Capt. Regis's - - 
Capt. Cannon’s - 


Capt. Hunters - 
Capt. Harper’ s 


| Capt. M’ Clintock’s s 
Capt. Alexander’s 


Capt. Coopers - 


Capt. Lithgow’s - 
Capt. Turbitt’s - 
Capt. Withrow’s - 
Do. 

Capt. Heron’s - 
Capt. Steuart’s 
Capt. Brinker’s 
Capt. Jordan’s 

Capt. Story's - 


Officers. 


Captain, lieuten- 
ant, and ensign 


Captain- - - - 
Lieut. and ensign 

Lieutenant- - - 
Captain- - - - 


Lieutenant - - - 


09 03 03 S 990 
eons 
eerie 


Captain, lieuten- 
ant, and ensign - 
Do - - - = 


Do. - - - - 


Captain - 


Captain and lieut. | 


Rev. Mr. Jones. 


MEL A O a aE a ead 


Number 
of men. Remarks. i 
37 | Unconditional. H 
1 Do. : 
0 Do. 
8 Do. 
10 Do. 
22 Do. 
1 Do. 
| 79 Recapitulation. 
= 1 lieutenant colonel, 
2 majors, 
3 captains, 
| 4 lieutenants, 
| 2 ensigns, 
1 surgeon, 
79 privates, 
— . . - - - 92 
45 
3 Provided they are officered,: 
25 furnished in clothing, arms, 
7 &c., as their commmander 
1 may think necessary. 
l 
Recapitulation. 
133 7 captains, 
133 privates, 
1 lieutenant colonel, à 
! — - - - - -Mbo 
5 | Unconditional. es 
15 | Provided they go under their. d 
officers. A 
8 | Provided they are commanded., 
by their present officers. 
2 | Unconditional. 3 
3 0. 
2 Do. 
35 - - - - - = 35 
29 | Unconditional. 
35 Do. 
25 Do. 
9 | Under their own officers. 
1 | To choose his own company. 
4. | Unconditional. 
4 Do. 
2 Do. 
7 Do. 
13 Do. 
| 129 Recapitulation. 
—— 1 lieutenant colonel, 
| | 2 majors, 
| 5 captains, 
4 lieutenants, 
| 3 ensigns, 
! 1 chaplain, 
ee privates; : , . . 145 
Total - -  -113 
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' ; No. 32. 
_ Paymaster Merchant to Brigadier General Smith. 
ye ArnaNy, November 23, 1812. 


Sin: Yesterday I received your letter of the 
10th instant, Iam not now, but daily expect to 
"be, in possession of funds. Ihave written, about 
a week since, to Mr. Brent, the Paymaster at 
Washington, for funds. Since the reception of 
« your letter, I have written again, stating the con- 
^. dition of the volunteers, and also recommending 
that paymasters be appointed, to those regiments 
that are without them, and that a proportionate 
^ number of assistant paymasters be appointed. 
|^ By this means the regiments and detachments 
—- ean be regularly paid. Ido not know which of 
the regiments along the frontiers have paymas- 
^ ters. To: those. regiments that have not, they 
will, without.doubt, be appointed, provided prop- 
<: er persons are selected and named to the Pay- 
"^" master at Washington, by the Colonels. of the 
. respective regiments.. In a letter to Lieutenant 
' Gansevoort, Assistant Paymaster, I requested 
` bim to notify to the regimental paymasters, to 
trafismait me estimates of such sums as would 
be wanted to pay off their respective regiments, 
and that he would himself make an estimate of 
money that would be required to pay those regi- 
“ments and detachments that are without pay- 
masters. I trust, sir, that some speedy and efl- 
ient provision will be made for the regular pay- 
ment of the troops along the frontiers. 
` Lam, sir, with sentiments of respect, your. obe- 


dient servant, . 
GEORGE MERCHANT, 
District Paymaster, U. S. Army. 


Brigadier General A. SmyTH. 


n No. 33. 
. Banxs or NIAGARA, 8 O'CLOCK AT NIGHT, 
DM November 25, 1812. 
Colonel Winder will pass over to the Canada 
shore, with the troops who are marched from 
‘camp this evening, and superintend the attack of 
théenemy's batteries and parties, distributing his 
force ih the following manner: 
' Lieutenant Colonel Boerstler, with the de- 
‘tachment of the 14th regiment, will attack the 
guard at the bridge opposite the upper point of 
Stanberry island. Lieutenant Colonel Coles, 
"with.the companies of Captain Sangster, Tay- 
"lor, Myers, and the company, late Branch’s, will 
Take the party at the Red House. Major Camp- 
"bell, with the companies. of Captains Buckner, 
Morgan, Stannard, and Page, will attack the 
guard house, opposite the lower point of Squaw 
island. Captain King, and Lieutenant Angus, of 
_ the navy, (who is.so good as to offer his services, 
and those of the seamen under his command,) will, 
with the companies of Captains Wool, Sproul, 
and Martin, attack the batteries opposite to Black 
Rock. Captain Bankhead, with the companies 
of Captains Brooks, Whartenby, Chambers, and 
Dorman, will attack the enemy’s batteries oppo- 
site.to Fort Gibson. 


Manner in which the. War has been conducted: 


The parties will support each other, as circum- 
stances may require, and as Colonel Winder may 
order. . 

The enemy's guns are to be spiked and dis- 
mounted; the bridge rendered impassable, all 
boats brought off, and as many prisoners as pos- 
sible taken. : 

Colonel Winder will bring off his detachment 
from the Canada shore by daylight to-morrow. 

ALEXANDER SMYTH, 
Brigadier General Commanding. 


No. 34, 
Colonel Winder to Brigadier General Smith. 

NoveMBER 25, 1812. 
Sin: The indisposition of the officers to cross 
is such, and the real difficulties, for want of a 
little preparatory arrangement, that I fear the 
issue will be disgraceful and fatal. [ would ven- 
ture to recommend a delay of the expedition. 

Yours, WM. H. WINDER, 
Colonel Commanding: 


No. 35. 
Major Campbell, field officer of the day, to Brigadier 
General Alexander Smyth. 
Camp, nich BurrALo, New York, 
November 27, 1812. 

Major Campbell, field officer of the day, re- 
ports to Brigadier General Alexander Smyth, 
commanding the United States’ army of the cen- 
tre, that he has received no guard report from 
Captain Mills, commanding the guard. 

‘Although it may not be strictly within the 
province of the officer of the day, yet he has 
been so forcibly strack with the melancholy and 
desponding state of the troops, that he feels it.a 
duty which he owes to the friendship of the com- 
manding General to make to him the following 
statement: 

He has received from several Captains reports 
or statements of the present state of their com- 
panies. 

Captain Stannard states that when he marched to 

Lewistown, he had - - . 82 


Since that time, he has lost by death — - 10 
Desertion- - - - - - 7 2 
Sick 2. = s 1. 2. 2. I 
— 42 
50 


= 


Leaving a company of fifty. strong. He fur- 
ther states, that many who are not reported sick, 
are unfit for duty, and that he is sure he will not 
be able to bring into the field more than thirty 


men. 


Captain Taylor reports. that he had ninety-five 
men. 'Tbey were the best looking men in the 
regiment, except Morgan’s - - 95 men. 

He has sick - - - - - 47 

Deserted - - - - - 2 

Absent without leave - — - - 1 

Unfit for service - - - -~ 2 
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Dead - - - - - - 3 
Waiters sick - - - - 4 
— 59 
36 men. 


Five of whom are are waiters, and two of the 
five are sick, leaving thirty-four men. 

Lieutenant Payton states that when they ar- 
rived at the present encampment, Captain Branch 
had eighty-seven able bodied effective men; 
now they have only thirty-eight, and six waiters, 
making forty-four. Forty-three, therefore, are 
either sick or dead. 

Captain Morgan arrived here with ninety-nine 
healthy, strong men, well calculated for fatigue. 

Since which have died 

Sick - 


- 28 
32 
Leaving sixty-seven for duty. But such is the 

situation of those reported for duty, that he does 

not calculate on marching more than fifty men. 

Captain Sangster's company is the mosthealthy. 
He will probably march seventy or eighty men. 
Captain Page about thirty. Our regiment will, 
then, when in the field, be about two hundred 
and sixty-four strong. From the information of 
the Surgeon, I am well persuaded none of those 
reported sick will be able to march. 

The Surgeon has now in the hospital tents at 
camp, about forty men, most of whom he is ap- 
prehensive will not survive. The balance of the 
sick he is obliged to permit to remain in their 
tents, having no room for them. Some have the 
measles, others a fever, which is becoming every 
day more alarming. 

The field officer of the day has also taken a 
view of the hospital tent of the 13th regiment. 
Five men were lying there dead. He was told 
they had been dead for twenty-four hours, and 
were not buried for want of coffins. The sides 
of the tent had been forced open by the wind, and 
the sick men were exposed to the weather. He 
made inquiries as to the state of the companies, 
and found them more distressing than those of 
the 12th regiment. 

The field officer of the day begs leaveto assure 
the General that he has no view of paralyzing 
the operations of the army, by making this report 
at this important period. He will only say, that, 
on this and every other occasion he will perform 


his duty. 
DAVID CAMPBELL, 
Major 12th Infantry, $c. 


No. 36. 


HEADQUARTERS, CAMP NEAR BUFFALO, 
November 27, 1812. 
The men for service in this camp, and those in 
the vicinity, will cook to-day two days’ provision, 
and have it in their haversacks at retreat. 
At reveillee to-morrow, every soldier will put 
on his knapsack, shoulder his musket, and, pre- 


pared for battle, with flints and cartridges, will 
march to the navy yard, on his way to Canada. 
The boats will be ready for the embarcation. 
The tents and sick will be left under the care 
of guards of invalids, until a convenient time. 
Friends of your country! Ye who have “the 
will to do, the heart to dare,” the moment ye 
have wished for has arrived. "Think on your 
country’s honors torn; her rights trampled on; 
her sons enslaved; her infants perishing by the 
hatchet. Be strong! Be brave! And let the 
ruffian power of the British King cease on this 
continent. ALEX. SMYTH, 
Brigadier General, commanding. 


No. 37. 
Smyth to Colonel Winder. 


NovemeBer 27, 1812. 

Sm: Captain King will communicate the order 
for to-morrow. Lieutenant Colonel Boerstler, 
with the men fit for service of your regiment, 
will attack the guard at the bridge, take it, demol- 
ish the bridge, bring off or dismount any light 
artillery found, kill the horses, take the boats, 
and return to our shore. : 

The Lieutenant Colonel, with.his party, having 
done what is directed at the bridge, may próceed 
up the coast, his boats ascending the river, to the 
Red House to support Captain King and Lieu- 
tenant Angus, or act according to cireumstances. 

It is not intended to keep possession. That is 
not to be attempted. 

You will remain on the bank and gire direc- 
tions. ; 

Let the wounded be hid from the public eye 
to-morrow. 

Let a bright look-out be kept to-day, and allow 
no one to pass the bridge of Conajoquaty, towards 
Tonawanta, except an officer of the army. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

ALEXANDER SMYTH, 
Brigadier General commanding. 


Brigadier General 


A e MM 


Copy of an order from Brigadier General Alexander 
Smyth to Captain King and Lieutenant Angus. 
Heavavarters, Nov, 27, 1812. 
The detachment under Captain King and Lieu- 
tenant Angus will go against the enemy's batte- 
ries to-night, and render them useless: i 
It is not intended they should keep possession ; 
but they will return immediately, bringing off 
some prisoners, and taking or destroying some 
light artillery, and killing the horses, if possible. 
It is desirable the movement of the detachment, 
and that-under Lieutenant Colonel Boerstler, 
should be so timed that they might arrive at the 
same instant. ALEX. SMYTH, 
Brigadier General commanding. 


No. 38. à 
Capt. Wm. King to Brigadier General Alex: Smyth 


` Fort Gzonaz, Nov. 28, 1812. 
Dear GENERAL: At the very moment that the 
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, boats (probably coming to-my relief) made their 
. appearance yesterday morning, Major Ormsby, 

-at the head of the British army, arrived, and 
“halted in front of the house into which I had 
thrown myself, with an intention to defend it 
against any force not greatly superior; but, against 
the troops under his command, it would have been 
folly to resist, and I surrendered myself and thirty 
men prisoners. 

To Captains Morgan and Sproul, and Lieu- 
tenant Houston, (the only three ‘officers who re- 
mained with me,) I refer you for an account of 
my eonduct in the attempt on the batteries, as 
also of the partial success of the enterprise, which, 
when you receive, and take into consideration 
that the boats had carried off the implements for 
‘spiking the cannon and destroying the gun car- 
‘riages, I flatter myself you will be convinced I 

‘did my duty as far as circumstances rendered it 
possible. 

May I flatter myself you will exchange the 


-day ; but he supposes there were not less than five 
or six hundred. 


No. 40. 


Brigadier General Alexander Smyth to the Command- 
; ing Officer at Fort Erie. 
NovemsBer 28, 1812. 

Sır: You have seen a part of the hourly in- 
creasing force under my command. I propose to 
you the surrender of Fort Erie, to spare the effu- 
sion of blood. 

I take this opportunity to assure you that the 
devastations you have witnessed have been com- 
mitted by some sailors, not under my authority, 
and much against my will. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient, 

ALEXANDER SMYTH, 
Brigadier General. 


P. S. I request that Captain King may be 


prisoners of the forty-ninth I sent over, and which | sent over on his parole, aecording to treaty. 


exceeds in number those taken with me, for the 
men now here, the names of which I enclose you. 
For myself, Iam less interested; but could I be 
exchanged for the surgeon I sent over, it would 
be highly gratifying. : 
By releasing my prisoners, I could have made 
my eseape with all my men; but I deemed the 
. measure [ pursued more honorable, and, therefore, 


adopted it, and flatter myself it meets your ap- | 


- probation. 

I received a shot ín the foot at the Red House. 
The wound itself is trifling, but having been 
obliged to march the greater part of the way 


` . from where I was taken to Chippewa, it caused 


considerable swelling, and to-day is painful. I 
teceived a scratch on the cheek, but fear it is not 
even deep enough to leave a scar. 

A trip to Quebec, at this season of the year, 
under any circumstances, would be extremely 
disagreeable, but particularly asa prisoner of war; 
therefore, if possible, negotiate my exchange; 
but whatever you may do, my dear sir, let the 
men taken with me be released. 

Should any letters come for me, under cover to 
you, please keep them until you know what is to 
be my fate. 

Iam treated with a degree of politeness that 
entitles the officers of this garrison to my warm- 
est gratitude. 

With high esteem, I have the honor to be, your 

most obedient servant, 
ub WILLIAM KING, 

; Captain 5th Infantry. 
General SMYTH, 
Commanding the Army of the Centre. 


No. 39. 


Will Colonel Parker be so obliging as to state 
the number of the force shown by the enemy on 
Saturday ? 

It is impossible for Colonel Parker to state the 
force of the enemy opposite the troops on Satur- 


The Commannine Orricer at Fort Erie. 


No. 41. 
: Brigadier General Tannehill to Brigadier General 
Smyth. 
BurraLo, November 30, 1812. 


Sır: I am just informed by Major Mowry 
that you were told that I did not communicate 
your orders of yesterday to my brigade. Imme- 
diately after receiving them I had directed my 
Brigade Major to take them to camp, for the in- 
formation of the brigade, but, in a few minutes 
after I gave this order, several of the field officers 
who had been ordered to command the men who 
had volunteered to eross into Canada, eame into 
my quarters, who each, individually, read the 
orders. I ordered one of the field officers to the 
navy yard, to carry that part of your orders re- 
specting the boats, into effect. I beg leave to 
refer you to Major Douglass for a more minute 
detail. 

Iam, with due respect, your obedient servant, 
A. TANNEHILL, 
Brigadier General, 
Brig. Gen. SMYTH. 


No. 42. 
Heapavuarrers, Buack Rock, 
: November 30, 1812. 
The Deputy Quartermaster will have four days’ 
provisions for 2,500 men at the navy yard, this 
evening, by four o'clock. The liquor is not to 


be omitted. 
ALEXANDER SMYTH, 
Brigadier General commanding, 


Monpay, Nov. 30, 10% A. M. 
The contractor shall be called on. Transpor- 
tation is in readiness. No delay. 
JAMES THOMAS, 
Deputy Quartermaster. 
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No. 43, 
HEADQUARTERS, Buacx Rock, 
November 30, 1812. 

The camp at the plains near Mr. Granger’s 
will be broken. The sick and the camp equipage 
will be removed to Buffalo. 

The Deputy Quartermaster is charged with 
the execution of this order, and to provide quar- 
ters for the sick, whatever may be the expense. 

ALEXANDER SMYTH, 
Brigadier General commanding. 


No. 44. 
Colonel Schuyler to General Smyth. 
Camp NEAR BurrALo, Dec. 1, 1812. 
Sır: In conformity with your desire, commu- 
nicated-to me by the Brigade Major, I have the 
honor to state that I was not able yesterday morn- 


ing to parade more than two hundred and fifty 
men, exelusive of twenty-one men detailed the 


preceding night for guard. The number marched 
i two hundred and seventy-one. 


to the river was 
Lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. P. SCHUYLER, 


Gen. SMYTH. Colonel 13th Inf'try. 


No. 45. 
Camp NEAR BurraLo, Dec. 2, 1812. 

There were marched from this encampment, | 
on the morning of the 30th November, 1812, to | 
the river Niagara, the following force, belonging — | 
to the consolidated 12th and 20th of United States' | 
infantry, viz: 

1 Colonel, 1 Lieutenant Colonel, 1 Major, 1 
Adjutant, 1 Surgeon, 4 Captains, 3 First Lieu- 
tenants, 6 Second Lieutenants, 3 Ensigns, 12 Ser- 
geants, 21 Corporals, and 181 Privates. 

THOMAS PARKER, 
Colonel 12th U. S. Infantry. 

Rosert G. Hires, ve 

Adjutant 12th and 20th Infantry. | 
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No. 46. 
Return of Troops of Fourteenth Regiment, embarked on 29th November, 1812. 


| E 
| a | & 
gis 
& 5 
S 9 
NUMBER OF REGIMENT. 5 3 "n . 
a E 3 2 n 
E! 2 E = a 
= i "J & a 2 " 
o | & à is] R o a E 
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TWENTY-THIRD REGIMENT. 
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- 1 6 1 63 82 
RECAPITULATION. 
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Total officers and men - » ʻ a - 300 
December 1, 1812.—Fourteenth Regiment - - - - - = a - - 145 
Twenty-third Regiment - - - - - - - - «= 8 


Total officers and men - - - - - 227 


CHAS. G. BOERSTLER, Lieut. Col. 14th Infantry. 
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No. 49. 


- A Return of Men under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Me Clu, 
day, December 1, 1812. 
n» Captain Allison.—One lieutenant, thirty-nine non-commissioned officers and privates, To- 
tal, 40. : 
"Captain Moore.—One captain, one first lieutenant, ones 
- non-commissioned officers and privates. Total, 97. 
x Captain Mahar.—One captain, one first lieutenant, one second lieutenant, one ensign, forty non- 
commissioned officers and privates. "Total, 44. 
Captain Richardson.— Absent, and all his men. 
Captain Tate.—One captain, one lieutenant,six non-commissioned officers and privates, To- ' 
. ta}, 8. : 
/ Captain Walker.—One lieutenant and two privates. Total 3. 
Captain Powers.—Not embarked; he, in a short time after, returned for the purpose of em- 
^ barking. 
Cáptain Dillan.—Not embarked. 
Captain Collins.—One captain, one lieutenant, one ensign, forty-seven non-commissioned offi- 
cers and privates. Total 50. _ . 
Captain Philips.—One captain, one lieutenant, one ensign, thirty-seven non-commissioned offi- 
cers and privates. Total, 40. 


! Captain Marshall.—One captain, one lieutenant, twelve non-commissioned officers and privates. 
' Total, 14. ' 


re, who were embarked on Tues- 


econd lieutenant, one ensign, ninety-three 


Total, 20 commissioned officers, 


276 non-commissioned officers and privates. 
There are now a great number of men sick and unfit for duty. 


. FRANCIS McCLURE, 
Lieutenant Colonel United States? Volunteers. 
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No. 51. 
Lieutenant Colonel McFeely to General Smyth. 
Zu Fort Niagara, Dec. 1, 1812. 

Sin: I beg leave to inform you, by Ensign 
Culverson of my regiment, (who takes charge of 
six deserters, arrived here this morning from the 
Canada side, near the Thirty Mile creek,) of the 
situation of the force here. 

By the different reports of this morning, com- 
-pared with those of several mornings back, I find 
* that there has crept into this garrison a dreadful 
contagion, which, on an average, carries off be- 
‘tween three and five each day. 

I have, &c. GEO. McFEELY, 

Lieut. Col. 22d Infantry. 


No. 52. 
Colonel Winder to General Smyth. 


j Camp CANAJOQUATY CREEK, 
December 2, 1812. 

Sır: I have understood that the 12th and 20th 
regiments have obtained permission to retire to 
* the interior, for the purpose of taking up their 
- quarters for the Winter. If a permission of that 
kind can be granted to any of the corps, I pray 
| you to extend that indulgence to the 14th. They 
‘have encountered a series of fatigue and hard- 
| ship, so greatly beyond that of any other corps, 
| "hat they not only havea claim to be relieved, 
| ‘but the last eight or ten days have so shattered 
; thé regiment, both officers and men, that repose 

| and comfort are absolutely necessary to them. 

‘With respect to myself, if you should deem 
Amy services of importance, anywhere, I shall 
most cheerfully yield them; but I beseech you to 
“permit the balance of the regiment to retire to the 
‘terior, where vegetables and other food suited 
fo recruit them can be procured. 

I was extremely anxious to visit home this 
‘Winter, to have completed the adjustment of my 
private affairs, upon which, in the event of my 
"death, a family will depend for a very slender 
pittance. But if objects of public service can be 
More effectually accomplished by my remaining 
here, in your judgment, I shall with the utmost 
cheerfulness devote myself to the accomplishment 
of your wishes. 

What order will be taken with the 23d ? Ihave 
only understood that they were connected with 
my command in the field. 

Iealled at General Tannehill’s quarters after I 
saw you, but he was sick in bed, and no meeting 
"had or was to take place so far as I could hear. 
‘Lam, &c. WM..H. WINDER, 
Colonel 14th Infantry. 
‘Brig. Gen. Avex'r Smyra, 

f Commanding Centre Army. 


No. 53. 
Brigadier General Tannehill to Brigadier General 
Smyth. 
ATMn. Watson's, BurFALo, Dec. 7, 1812. 
Sin: I feel happy to inform you that my health 


| is greatly restored, although not sufficiently so as 


to venture much out of my quarters. Major 
Douglass waits on you with an inspection return 
of my late brigade; respectable a few days since, 
but now reduced by some unaccountable. fatality 
to less than a single regiment. You will discover, 
from the return, that the officers, as well as the 
privates, are infected with the same dishonorable 
contagion—desertion. I am at a loss how to ex- 
press my feelings on the present state of our lit- 
tle army. 

Tam ata loss to know what can, or ought to 
be done with the brigade staff, field and regi- 
mental staff, and company officers, who have be- 
come supernumerary. J await your special orders 
how Lar to act on the occasion generally. The 
expenses have been too great already, without 
any public benefits arising, and to hold them 
longer would only be an accumulation of the 
same evil. I am, with due respect, &c. 

A. TANNEHILL, Brig. Gen. 


No. 54. 


Heapa’rs, Cantonm’r WILLIAMSVILLE, 
December 8, 1812. 

By a return of the brigade of General Tanne- 
hill, of Pennsylvania volunteers, itappearsthat five 
captains, four lieutenants, eleven ensigns, eighty- 
three sergeants, eighty-nine corporals, twenty-five 
musicians, and nine hundred and thirty privates, 
had revolted and deserted, leaving for duty only 
two hundred and sixty-seven privates. 

In consequence thereof, General Tannehil! will 
be pleased to organize the remaining non-com- 
missioned officers, musicians, and privates, into a 
battalion, under the command of Major Harriett. 

A furlough for the residue of the time for which . 
he has been called into service is granted to Brig- 
adier General Tannehill and his brigade staff. 

A furlough for the residue of this month is 
granted to the field officers of General Tannehill’s 
brigade, except Major Harriett; from the expira- 
tion of which furlough they shall be considered 
as discharged the service of the United States. 

HAROLD SMYTH, 
Lieut. 3d artillery and A. D. C. 


No. 55. 
Probable situation of troops during the Winter, 1812, 
on the Niagara frontier, liable to vary by discharges, 
arrivals, and movements. 


Buffalo, about - - - - 600 
Black Rock, about - - - - 400 
Williamsville, about - -  - 1,300 
Fort Niagara, about - +. = 900 
Fort Grey, unknown. —— 
Total - - 2,600 
No. 56. 
Brigadier General Alexander Smyth to the Secretary 
of War. 


Wyrtar Court-Hotss, Feb. 3, 1813. 
Str: I received from General Dearborn leave 
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of absence from the army for seventy-five days; 
and.an order to report myself at the expiration of 
that time to the Secretary of War. I left the 
army on the 17th December, and the term will 
expire on the 1st of March. I have thought proper 
to inform you, that an order directed to this place 
will find me, and will be obeyed at any time. 

Although I have devoted myself to the service 
of the United States, and all my official acts have 
proceeded from an ardent wish to serve them 
faithfully, yet, not having hitherto succeeded, f 
would prefer not to appear at Washington until 
I ean deserve the applause of my superiors. 

] earnestly request that I may have the same 
command, during the ensuing campaign, I had 
last Autumn. 

If you deem necessary an inquiry into the 
eharges made against me, of misconduct on the 
28th November and 1st December last, I pray that 
it may be made, and the facts reported. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
ALEXANDER SMYTH, 
Brigadier General. 
Hon. Gen. ARMSTRONG. 


No. 57. 


Brigadier General Alexander Smyth to the Secretary 
of War. 


Wvrtue, May 11, 1813. 


Sig: [hope I shall not be considered as trou- 
blesome, in requesting that you will cause an 
answer to be given to the inquiry, whether Iam 
now considered as an officer of the Army of the 
United States or not? 

There may, I conceive, be several construc- 
tions of the law of the last session, relative to the 
General staff of the army, as it may affect myself. 
1. That I continue a Brigadier General of the 
line. 2. That Iam an Inspector General, with 
reduced rank. 3. That my appointment was a 
mere staff appointment, the rank only brevet 
rank, and, consequently, my commission as a 
Colonel of the army unaffected. 4. That my ap- 
pointment, although a mere staff appointment, 
vacated my commission as a Colonel in the line, 
and that, by the late act, I have been legislated 
out of office. 

Rank in the army, I conceive, is either—1. Rank 
in the line; 2. Brevet rank, or rank in the staff. 
Allrank that confers command is rank in the line. 
A promotion in the staff does not take away rank 
in the line. A promotion that takes away rank 
in the line must confer rank in the line. An offi- 
cer commissioned with the rank of a Brigadier 
General, is an officer in the line. General Greene, 
Quartermaster General, commanded as an officer 
of the line. General Steuben, Inspector General, 
did also. General Hamilton, Inspector General, 
commanded the whole army. 

The late act relative to the army staff expressly 
provides that the Quartermaster General shall 
have only brevet rank. It has the expression, 
“as heretofore ;” but this can have no retrospect- 
ive operation. It cannot make the rank held by 


General Hamilton mere brevet rank. I hay 
commanded, and been fully recognised by my su 
periors as an officer in the line. 
ond article Rules and Articles of War.) 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
ALEXANDER SMYTH. 
Hon. J. AnMsTRoxG, Sec’ry of War. ' 


No. 58. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Robert Smith, printer, of 
Pittsburg, to General Smyth, dated 


7 ArniL 3, 1813. 
*Thereis a number of cases combined against 


you, I am satisfied, that prevented you from act- . 


ing. 1st. The season was gone to, in the Win- 
ter. Had you have gone over you must have 
been defeated. They had collected all their force 
at this point; was stronger than you could have 
calculated. You have done better by acting the 
part—saving the troops for the Summer cam- 
paign. 
better trained; will aet better with raw. troops, 
who come forward the present Summer.” 


No. 59. 
Certificate of Lieutenant John G. Camp. 


I do certify that, for several days together, I - 


was unable to procure either flour or whiskey 
from the contractor, and from the 25th October 
till 15th December, I was unable to procure salt 
meat more than once or twice, notwithstanding 
a general order requiring salt provisions three 
days in a week. Soap, the contractor has been 
very deficient in, so much that there has been up- 
wards of three hundred pounds due to the 12th 
and 20th infantry at a time, not being able to get 
it. The kidney and suet has almost invariably 
been taken out before the beef was issued, and in 
no one instance have I beenableto procureany vin- 
egar in kind. Ina word, the contractor has never 
issued a complete ration to the 12th or 20th regi- 
ment since the 25th December; from which time 
I have been acting a Quartermaster. 

Given under my hand, at Williamsville, this 
1st February, 1813. i 

JOHN G. CAMP, 
First Lieutenant, $c. 


No. 60. 


Copies, extracts, and memorandums, relative to the 
purchase of provisions. 

October 24th.—Required of the contractor a de- 
posite of two months’ provisions (besides the 
current issues) for three thousand mea, at or 
within a mile of the encampment at Mr. Gran- 
ger’s; and of two months’ provisions for five 
hundred men (besides the current issues) at Fort 
Niagara. 
moment. 


Col. Winder to Gen. Smyth, 7th November, 1812. 


« We are literally starving on this end of the 
line for bread, and, unless the supply is more 


(See sixty-sec- 


m. woo vad dap es cues 


One thing, they and the officers will be ` 


xc 


To be done without the delay of a . 


P 
a 


consequences more fatal to their country than 
treason.” 
November 8th.—Notified General P. B. Porter 
of the above, and ordered the Deputy Quarter- 
master to purchase two months’ provisions for 
Fort Niagara, in ten days, for five hundred men. 
November 22d.—The requisition of October 
24th not being complied with, ordered the Dep- 
uty Quartermaster to purchase flour for five 
thousand troops, for two months, and deposite it 
at or near Buffalo. 


Major Armistead to General Smyth, dated 22d No- 
vember, 1812. 
. “But my greatest concern is the want of pro- 
visions, whicb, if not supplied, we will iuevita- 
bly have to evacuate the post.” (Meaning Fort 
Niagara.) 

November 24th.—Required rations for two thou- 
‘sand five hundred men, for four days, at the navy 
yard. 

* Captain Thomas, Deputy Quartermaster, to General 
| ‘Smyth, dated Nov, 30, 1812, 10 o'clock, P. M. 
“Immediately on the receipt of your order of 
this morning, for the furnishing of provisions at 
the navy yard this evening. I called on the con- 
tiàctor, who furnished me the pus and whiskey 
` yequired; thirty-five barrels of flour were all T 
4 7eould obtain, which is deposited at the navy 
FÉ yan? 

iN. B—Quantity required: ten barrels whis- 
IE. key; thirty-eight ditto pork; sixty ditto flour. 
"General Tannehill to General Smyth, Dec. 1, 1812. 


- “There is a complaint by the regimental quar- 
ermasters that there is no flour to be drawn.” 


te oe No. 61 a. 
rigadier General Smyth to General Peter B. Porter. 
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE CENTRE, 
Near Buffalo, October 24, 1819. 
Sr: Having the command of the army of the 
United States on this frontier, it becomes my 
uty to require of you a deposite of provision for 
hree thousand men for two months, (beside the 
urrent issues,) to be made within a mile of my 
resent encampment; and a deposite of provis- 
ons for five hundred men, for two months, (be- 
ide the current issues,) to be made at Fort Ni- 
gara. 
This is required to be done without the delay 
f a moment. 
am, sir, respectfully, your most obedient, 
ALEXANDER SMYTH, 
Brigadier General Commanding. 
he CONTRACTOR, &c. 
true copy. JAS. BANKHEAD, 
Captain and Brigade Major. 


1 No. 61 5. 
colonel W. H. Winder to Brigadier General Smyth. 


Fort NiaGARA, Nov. 7, 1812. 


Sm: I-wrote you yesterday at considerable 
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P Manner in which the War has been conducted. 
| abundant, the contraetors will be answerable for length by Quartermaster Allison. Major Arm- 


istead deems it necessary to go to Black Rock, 
to present to you his ideas of this place in a mili- 
tary point of view. 

The Major apprehends that there is risk of en- 
terprise against this place from the other side, 
and that there is danger of its succeeding, if at- 
tempted where the infantry are withdrawn; my 
opinion, you will recollect, has been, that the en- 
emy would not attempt anything against this end 
of the line; I am still of the same opinion. How 
far he might succeed, if he attempted it, would 
depend upon the force he employed, and the 
courage and firmness of the resistance here. My 
praetical knowledge of the defence of fortified 
places does not enable me to form an opinion 
upon the subject which would be entitled to 
much weight. Major Armistead is informed of 
my views of this place as detailed in my letter 
of the 17th October; but his views are derived 
more probably from his professional knowledge 
and skill than from general considerations. 

My own opinion is, that a successful effort on 
any part of the line will bea protection to this 
place equal to that of any force which might be 
thrown in here; because I believe the enemy, so 
far from thinking of attacking us, is exerting 
every nerve to evade a blow which they dread 
from us. - 

Three vessels are just arriving, one was here 
before; it is not yet perceived that they bring 
any force. 

We are literally starving on this end of the 
line for bread; and, unless the supply is more 
abundant, the contractors will be answerable for 
consequenees more fatal to their country than 
treason. 

I am, with very great respect, sir. your obedi- 


dient servant, 
W. H. WINDER, 
Colonel Commanding. 
Brigadier General SMYTH, 
Commanding Centre Army. 


No. 61 c. 


Brigadier General Alexander Smyth to Capt. Thomas, 
Deputy Quartermester. 


HEADQUARTERS, CAMP NEAR BUFFALO, 
November 8, 1812. 

Sin: You will proceed, on the day on which 
you receive this order, to purchase provisions for 
Fort Niagara; into which, within ten days, you 
will deliver rations for five hundred men for two 
months. 

Be pleased to consider this order as one of the 
most peremptory kind. Fort Niagara, if invested 
a week, must surrender from hunger. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient, 

ALEXANDER SMYTH, 
Brigadier General Commanding. 
Captain Tuomas, Deputy Quartermaster. 


JAS. BANKHEAD. 


A true copy. i 
Captain and Brigade Major. 


Trial. of General Hull. 


v No. 61 d. 
Brigadier General Smyth to General Peter B. Porter. 
Camp NEAR BurraLo, Nov. 8, 1812. 


Sin: I have just received, from the command- 
ing officer of Fort Niagara, a letter, in which he 
says: * We are literally starving on this end of 
the line for bread ; and, unless the supply is more 
abundant, the contractors will be answerable for 
consequences more fatal to their country than 
treason.” 

Very respectfully, your most obedient, 

ALEXANDER SMYTH, 
Brigadier General Commanding. 
General P. B. Porter. 
A true copy. JAS. BANKHEAD, 
Captain and Brigade Major. 


` No. 61 e. 
Brigadier General Smyth to Captain Thomas, Deputy 
Quartermaster. 
HEADQUARTERS, CAMP NEAR BUFFALO, 
November 22, 1812. 
Sir: You will proceed to purchase immedi- 
ately, and deposite at or near Buffalo, flour for 
five thousand troops for two months, besides the 
current issues. 
Respectfully, your most obedient, 
ALEXANDER SMYTH, 
Brigadier General Commanding. 


P. S.—You are not to hesitate about price. 
Capt. Thomas, Deputy Q M. 


A true copy. HAROLD SMYTH, 
Lieutenant Third Artillery. 


No. 61 f. 
Major Armistead to Brigadier General] Smyth. 
Lewistown, Nov. 22, 1812. 


Sin: I left Niagara with the intention of see- 
ing you, but finding my horse not able to proceed, 
Ihave declined going. My business was to get, 
if possible, some ammunition for the garrison, as 
we nearly expended all we had yesterday, and 
which did the enemy great damage—destroyed 
one of their best buildings, and did the town con- 
siderable damage ; sunk a schooner that was sent 
out of Genesee river, and dismounted several of 
their guns. 

It gives me extreme pleasure to inform you 
that the officers behaved themselves with the 
greatest degree of bravery. Captain Leonard 
was as conspicuous as to coolness and attention 
as [ have ever seen. We, on our part, lost five 
men—three from the bursting of a gun, and two 
from the enemy's fire; several wounded from 
careless loading. If possible, dear sir, send on 
ammunition for eighteen and six pounders, and 
fours; but my greatest concern is the want of 
provisions, which, if not supplied, we will inevi- 
tably have to evacuate the post. 

Tam, sir, your obedient servant, 

W. K. ARMISTEAD. 

General ALEXANDER SMYTH. 


Se 

No. 61 g. ty up in 

Deputy Quartermaster James Thomas to Brigadier 
General Smyth. i 


CAMP AT BLACK Roog; | 
November 30, 1812; 


Sir: Immediately on. the receipt of your-order: .: 


of this morning for the furnishing “of provisions. 
at the navy yard, this evening,” I called: on; the 
contractor, who furnished me the pork and whis- 
key required. Thirty-five barrels of flour. was 
all I could obtain, which is deposited àt the navy 
ard. 
4 Yours, respectfully, . ; 
JAMES THOMAS, D. Q. M. 
General ALEXANDER SMYTH. 


N. B.—Quantity required: 10 barrels whiskey, : 


38 barrels pork, and 60 barrels fiour. 


No. 61 h 


Brigadier General A. Tannehill to Brigadier General. 4 


Smyth. ! 

BurraLo, December 1, 1819. 
Sır: Agreeably to your note of yesterday, I 
have convened the commanding officers of my 
brigade, and consulted them on the posts yi 
denominated for my command—either Buffalo, 
Schlosser, or. Niagara; the result has been the 


choice of cantonment near Buffalo. I havedi-. |i 


rected the Quartermaster of the brigade, with. 
the assistance of five officers, to examine for sit-. 


uation, &c., which I expect will be near our pres- . 1i 


ent encampment. Yourapprobation.to this choice 
will relieve my men from much fatigue of march- 
ing to a more distant place, as also. from ancin- 
clement season. 

There is a complaint by the regimental Quar- 
termasters that there is no flour to be drawn. 

I am, sir, with much respect, your humble 


seryant, up 
A. TANNEHILL, 
Brigadier General 1st Brigade: 
Pennsylvania Volunteers. 


General ALEXANDER SMYTH. 


TRIAL OF BRIGADIER GENERAL HULL. 


ADJUTANT AND Inspector Gen’s OFFICE, 
Washington, April 25, 1814. 
GENERAL ORDER. a 

The proceedings of the court martial, in the case 
of William Hull, Brigadier General in the Army 
of the United. States, having been submitted to 
the President of the United States, and having 
been approved by him, the following extract there- 
from is ordered to be read at the head of each 
regiment of the army, and to be published in the 

National Intelligencer of this city. S 

By order: J. B. WALBACH, | 

Adjutant General, 


ou Ji 


dotés dict 
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Trial of General Hull. 


. Ata, General Court Martial (ordered by the Pres- 
: dent of the United. States) convened at Albany, 
|o. inthe State of New York, on the third day of 
* January, one thousand eight hundred and four- 
teen, and continued, by adjournments, to the 
idi de day of March following, Brigadier 
General William Hull, of the Army of the Uni- 
— ted States, was tried on the following charges | 
and specifications, viz: 


CHARGE L 


Treason against the United States, between the 
ninth of April and the seventeenth of August, one 
thousand eight hundred and twelve. 

First specification.—In this: That on the first 
day.of July, in the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and twelve, before that time and ever since, 
an. open and public war was, and is yet, carried on 
and prosecuted by and between the United States 
of America and their Territories, and the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and the 
dependencies thereof: and that William Hull, a. 
Brigadier General in the Army of the said United 
States, a citizen of the said United States, owing 
allegiance to the said United States, and late 
| Commander of the Northwestera Army of the 

-said United States, well knowing the premises, 
~ and. traiterously and unlawfully designing and 
> contriving to send and convey intelligence to 
|. "the said enemies of the said United States, touch- 
. "ing a declaration of war by the said United States, 
| , against the said United Kingdom of Great Britain 
j and Ireland, and thedependencies thereof; and also 

touching the expedition on which the said North- 
westera army under his command, as aforesaid, 
was employed; and also touching the numbers, 
slate. and; condition of the said Northwestern army; 
ja prosecution of the said traitorous and unlawful 
design, on the.said first day of July, in the year 
aforesaid, at the rapids of the river Miami of the 
"lake, in the Territory of Michigan, the said Wil- 
liam Hull (then and there being a Brigadier Gen- 
eral in the Army of the United States, and being 
then. and there commander of the said North- 
Western army as. aforesaid) did traitorously hire 
or eause to be hired, an unarmed vessel, with the 
pretended purpose of transporting tberein certain 
Sick: soldiers, and the principal part of the hospital 
steres belonging to. the said Northwestern army, 
from the said rapids of the river Miami of the 
lake, to Detroit in the said Territory of Michigan, 
; but, in truth, traitorously centriviag and intend- 
y Mg that the said unarmed vessel, together with 
, all persons, papers, and things put on board there- 
of, should-be captured by the enemies of the said 
United States, on the passage of the said un- 
armed vessel. from. the said rapids of the river 
Miami of the lake, to Detroit aforesaid, in the Ter- 
Tory of Michigan aforesaid; and that the said 
William Hull, in further prosecution of bis said 
traitorous and unlawful design and contrivance, 
(being then and there a Brigadier General in the 
my of the United States as aforesaid, and being 
then and there commander of the said Northwest- 
‘SEQ army as, aforesaid,) did then and there traitor- 
ously put, or traitorously cause to be put on board. 


of the said unarmed vessel, a trunk, containing 
(among other things) the official correspondence 
of the Secretary of the Department of War and 
the said Brigadier General William Hull, as well 
touching the expedition on which the said North- 
western army under his command as aforesaid 
was then employed, as touching a declaration of 
war by the said United States against the said 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and 
the dependencies thereof, and also certain official 
muster-rolls, reports, and returns of the numbers, 
state and condition of the said Northwestern 
army under his command as aforesaid: and that 
afterwards, to wit, on the second day of July, in 
the year aforesaid, the said vessel so as aforesaid 
traitorously hired or traitorously caused to be 
hired, by the said Brigadier General William 
Hull, on its passage from the said rapids of the 
river Miami of the lake to Detroit aforesaid, was 
captured by the said enemies of the United States, 
having on board thereof, at the time of the said 
capture, the-said trunk containing the said offi- 
cial correspondence, as well touching the said 
expedition, as the said declaration of war, and 
the said official muster-rolls, reports and returns 
of the numbers, state and condition of the said 
Northwestern army—together with certain sick 
soldiers, and the principal part of the hospital 
stores belonging to the said Northwestern army— 
and by means of the said capture, and in fulfil- 
ment of the said traitorous and unlawful design, 
contrivance, and intendment of the said Brigadier 
General William Hull, the said official corres- 
pondence, as well touching the said expedition, 
as the said declaration of war, and the said official 
muster-rolls, reports, and returns of the numbers, 
state and condition of the said Northwestern 
Army—together with certain sick soldiers, and 
the principal part of the hospital stores of the. 
said Northwestern army—came to the possession, 
knowledge, and use of the enemies of the said 
United States; giving information and intelli- 
gence to the enemies of the said United States, 
as well touching the said expedition as touching 
the said declaration of war; and also touching 
the numbers, state, and condition of the said North- 
western army of the said United States, then and 
there under the command of the said Brigadier 
General William Hull as aforesaid ; whereby the 
said William Hull, on the first day of July, in 
the year aforesaid, at the rapids of the river Mi- 
ami of the lake aforesaid, in the Territory of 
Michigan aforesaid, (being then and there a Briga- 
dier General in the Army of the United States, 
and being thea and there commander of the said 
Northwestern army as aforesaid, and being then 
and. there a citizen. of the said United States, 
owing allegiance to the said United States) did 
then and there traitorously and unlawfully hold 
correspondence with and give intelligence to the 
enemy, and did then and. there traitorously, by 
the means aforesaid, adhere to the enemies of the 
said United States, giving them aid and comfort. 

Second. specification.— And also in this: That 
afterwards and during the said war, so as afore- 
said carried on and prosecuted by and between 
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the:said United States of America and their Ter- 
Titories, and. the said United Kingdom cf Great 

Britain and Ireland,and the dependencies thereof, 
' the said Northwestern army of the said United 
States, under the command of the said Brigadier 
General William Hull as aforesaid, having entered 
the said British province of Upper Canada, and 
having established a military post at or near Sand- 
wich, in the said British province of Upper Can- 
ada, which it was the duty of the said Brigadier 
General William Hull to maintain and defend, in 
order that the said war might and should be ad- 
vantageously carried on and prosecuted, on behalf 
of: the said United States, and more especially 
thata certain British fort called Malden, otherwise 
called Amherstburg, in the said British province 
of: Upper Canada, occupied by the enemies of the 
said United States, might and should be advan- 
tageously attacked and taken by the said North- 
western army of the said United States, under 
the command of the said Brigadier General Wil- 
liam Hull as aforesaid, yet the said William Hull, 
(a Brigadier General in the Army of the said 
United States, a citizen of thesaid United States, 
owing allegiance to the United States, and com- 
mander of the said Northwestern army of the 
said United States as aforesaid,) well knowing 
the premises, on the eighth day of August, in 
the year one thousand eight hundred and twelve, 
at Sandwich aforesaid, in the British province 
of Upper Canada aforesaid, did then and there 
traitorously and unlawfully conspire and com- 
bine with certain enemies of the said United 
States, (whose names are unknown,) to quit and 
abandon to the enemies of the said United States 
the said military post established by the said 
Northwestern army of the said United States, at 
or near Sandwich aforesaid, in the British prov- 
ince of Upper Canada aforesaid, and to prevent 
the said British fort called Malden, otherwise 
called Amherstburg, from being attacked and re- 
duced, or an attempt being made to reduce the 
same, by the said Northwestern army of the said 
United States, under the command of the said 
Brigadier General William Hull as aforesaid ; 
and that the said William Hull (then and therea 
Brigadier General in the Army of the said United 
States, then and there being commander of the 
said Northwestern army of the said United States, 
and then and there being a citizen of the said 
United States, owing allegiance to the said Uni- 
ted States) in prosecution of the said traitorous 
conspiracy and combination, did then and there 
traitorously quit and abandon, and did then and 
there traitorously cause to be quitted and aban- 
doned, the said military post established by the 
said Northwestern army of the said United States 
as aforesaid, at or near Sandwich as aforesaid, in 
the British province of Upper Canada aforesaid, 
and did then and there traitorously neglect and 
omit to make the proper preparations for attack- 
ing and reducing, or attempting to reduce the 
said British fort called Malden, otherwise called 
Amherstburg, but on the contrary did then and 
there traitorously prevent the same from being 
attacked and reduced, and an attempt being made 


to reduce the same by the said North western army 
of the said United States, then and there urider 
his command as aforesaid ; and in further prose- ; 
cution of the said traitorous conspiracy and éor- 
bination, did then and there traitorously march, 
withdraw, and remove, and traitorously order to 
be marched, withdrawn and removed, the main 
body of the said North western army of thesaid Uni- 
ted States, from the said military post established 
by the said Northwestern army of the said United 
States, at or near Sandwich aforesaid, to a place 
out of the said British province of Upper Canada, | 
to wit: to Detroit aforesaid, in the Territory of | 
Michigan aforesaid; whereby the said William 
Hull, on the said eighth day of August, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and twelve: 
aforesaid, at Sandwich aforesaid, in the said Brit- 
ish province of Upper Canada, (being then and- ` 
there a Brigadier General in the Army of thesaid - 
United States, and being then and there com-- 
mander of thesaid Northwestern army of the said 
United States, and being then and therea eitizen' 
of the said United States, owing allegiance to the: | 
said United States) did then and there traitor- ^ | 
ously conspire, combine, and hold correspondence 
with the enemiesof the said United States, and did 
thenand theretraitorously and shamefully quitand 
abandon, and traitorously and shamefully cause 
to be quitted and abandoned, the said military 
post, so as aforesaid established by the said North- 
westera army of the said United States, at or 
near Sandwich aforesaid, in the British province . - 
of Upper Canada aforesaid, and did then and there: f 
traitorously neglect and omit to make the proper: 
preparations for attacking and reducing, or at- 
tempting to reduce the said fort called Malden, 
otherwise called Amherstburg, in the said British + 
province of Upper Canada, but did then and there: 
traitorously prevent the said British fort called. — f 
Malden, otherwise called Amherstburg, in the said ` : f 
British province of Upper Canada, from being: 
attacked and reduced, or an attempt being made: 
to reduce the same by the said North western army : 
of the said United States, under his command as 
aforesaid; ang by the means aforesaid, did then 
and there traitorously adhere to the enemies of the ` 
said United States, giving them aid and comfort. . 
Third specification.— And, also, in this: That’. 
afterwards and during the said war so as afore- 
said carried on and prosecuted, by and between the 
said United States of America and their Territories, 
and the said United Kingdom of Great Britain > 
and Ireland, and the dependencies thereof, to wit: . 
on the sixteenth day of August, in the year one : 
thousand eight hundred and twelve aforesaid, at- 
Detroit, in the Michigan Territory aforesaid, the 
said William Hull was then and there a citizen: 
of the said United States, owing allegiance to- . 
the said United States, and was then and there ` 
a Brigadier General in the Army of the said Uni- ` 
ted States, and was then and there commander’ 
of the Northwestern army of the United States, : 
and was then and there commander of a certam, 
fort, called Fort Detroit, and belonging to the said 
United States, erected at or near the town of' 
Detroit, upon a bank of the river Detroit, in the 
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„said Territory of Michigan; the works whereof, 
„and the guns and gun-carriages belonging thereto, 
‘then were, and long before had been decayed, di- 
lapidated, and out of repair. And that the said 
Brigadier General William Hull, then aud there 
did traitorously conspire and combine with certain 
enemies of the said United States, (whose names 
-are unknown,) then and there traitorously and 
shamefully to surrender and abandon to the ene- 
mies of the said United States, the said fort, called 
-Fort Detroit, belonging to the said United States, 
as aforesaid, and then and there, under the com- 
mand of the said Brigadier General William Hull 
as aforesaid, with all the troops, regulars as well 
-as-militia, then and there under the command of 
the said Brigadier General Hull as aforesaid, and 
all the publie stores and arms, and all public doc- 
uments, including everything else of a public na- 
ture, appertaining to the said fort, called Fort 
t Detroit, and tothe said Northwestern army of the 

-said United States, under the command of the 
said Brigadier General William Hull as aforesaid. 
And that in prosecution of the said traitorous 
-conspiracy and combination, the said Brigadier 
} General William Hull did then and there wil- 
| fully and traitorously neglect and omit to repair 
P and strengthen the works of the said fort, called 
| Fort Detroit, then and there under his command 
` as aforesaid, and to put the same, (together with 
-thesaid guns and gun-carriages belonging thereto) 
into a proper state and condition for resistance 
and defence against the approaches, attacks, and 
| assaults of the enemies of the said United States. 

. And did then and there "ir and traitorously 
neglect and omit to fortify the places and passes at 
[ and near to the said fort, called Fort Detroit, by 
fF and through which the troops of the enemies of 
the said United States might then and there rea- 


the said fort, called Fort Detroit, for the purpose 
of attacking and subduing the same. And did 
then and there traitorously neglect and omit to 
| Oppose, resist, repel, and defeat, and to attempt 
© torepel and defeat the troops of the enemies of | 
; the said United States, in their hostile prepara- 
F. tions, and approach to and towards the said 
ort, called Fort Detroit, for the purpose of at- 
‘lacking and subduing thesame. And that, in far- 
ther prosecution and completion of the said trai- 
; Vreuseonspiracy and combination, the said Brig- 
: adier General William Hull did then and there 
traitorously and shamefully abandon and surrender 
| the said fort, called Fort Detroit, then and there 
j,'WMder his command as aforesaid, (which it was 
[ his duty then and there to maintain and defeud,) 
| -together with all the troops, regulars as well as 
| militia, then and there in the said fort, called Fort 
"etroit, then and there belonging to the said Uni- 
ted States as aforesaid, and then and there under 
‘8 command as aforesaid, and all the public 
Stores and arms, and public documents, including 
Everything else of a public nature, in and apper- 
-taining to the said fort, called Fort Detroit, and 
40 the said Northwestern army of the said United 
‘States, then and there under his command as afore- 
Said, unto the enemies of the said United States, 
13th Cox. 2d Sgss.—80 


ada 
‘sonably be expected to approach, and did approach, | s 


to wit: to the British forces then and there under 
the command of Major General Brock ; whereby 
the said William Hull, on the said sixteenth day 
of August, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and twelve, aforesaid, at Detroit aforesaid, in the 
Territory of Michigan aforesaid, (being then and 
there a citizen of the said United States, owing 
allegiance to the said United States, and being 
then and there a Brigadier General in the Army 
of the said United States, and being then and 
there commander of the said Northwestern army 
of the said United States, and being then and there 
commander of the said fort, called Fort Detroit 
| belonging to the said United States as aforesaid, } 
did then and there traitorously and shamefully 
abandon and surrender the said fort, called Fort 
Detroit, to the enemies of the said United States, 
to wit: to the said British troops under the com- 
mand of Major General Brock, as aforesaid ; and 
did then and there by the means aforesaid traitor- 
ously adhere to the enemies of the said United 
States, giving them aid and comfort. 


Cares II. 


Cowardice at and in the neighborhood of De- 
troit, between the first day of July and the seven- 
teenth day of August, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and twelve. 


First specification.—lIn this: That during the 
said war soas aforesaid carried on and prosecuted 
by and between the said United States of Amer- 
ica and their Territories, andthesaid United King- 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, and the depen- 
dencies thereof, the said Brigadier General Wil- 
liam Hull, commandiog the Northwestern army 
of the said United States as aforesaid, having 
entered the said British province of Upper Can- 
in prosecution of the said war on behalf of 
the said United States, and being there in posses- 
sion of the town of Sandwich and the adjacent 
country, in the name aud on behalf of the said 
United States, and having declared and avowed 
the object and intention of attacking and subda- 
ingthe British fort called Malden, otherwise called 
Amberstburg, in thesaid British province of Upper 
Canada, and, generally, of maintaining and en- 
larging his position and possession in the said 
British province of Upper Canada, on the eighth 
day of August, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and twelve, at Sandwich aforesaid, in 
the British province of Upper Canada aforesaid, 
did then and there misbehave himself before the 
enemy, and shamefully manifest an undue fear, 
and apprehension of danger, by a course of conduct 
and conversation evincing personal alarm, agita- 
tion of mind and privation of judgment, by aban- 
doning the said object and design of attacking the 
said British fort called Malden, otherwise called 
Amherstburg, by quitting the position and posses- 
sion taken at the town of Sandwich and in the 
adjacent country, in the British province of Up- 
per Canada asaforesaid, and by retreating abruptly 
from and out of the said British provinee of b - 
per Canada to Detroit, in the Territory of Mich- 
igan aforesaid, without any cause for so doing, 
arising from the superior numbers, state, and 


295681 


2532. 


Trial of General Hull. 


~ čondition of the British forces which were then 
and there opposed to the said Army of the said 

United States, under the command of the said 

Brigadier General William Hull, and without 

any other just and sufficient cause whatsoever ; 

whereby the officers and soldiers of the said North- 
western army of the said United States then and 
` there under the command of the said Brigadier 

General William Hull, were induced to lose and 

did lose all confidence in the personal courage 

and military capacity of their said commander; 

the inhabitants of the said British province of 

. Upper Canada were taught to distrust the power 
and professions of the invading General ; a shade 
was cast upon the reputation of the American 
arms; and the service of the said United States, in 
the prosecution of the said war, suffered great 
‘detriment and disadvantage. 

Second specification.—And, also, in this: That 
during the said war so as aforesaid carried on and 
prosecuted by and between the said United States 
of America and their Territories, and the said 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
and the dependencies thereof, to wit: on the fif- 
“teenth day of August, in the year one thousand 
` eight hundred and twelve aforesaid, the enemy 

having raised certain batteries on the banks of 
the said river Detroit, in the said British province 
of Upper Canada, opposite the said fort Detroit, 
and certain American posts and batteries estab- 
lished and erected near the said fort Detroit, in 
the said Territory of Michigan, and a cannonade 
being commenced from the said batteries of the 
‘enemy against and upon the said fort Detroit and 
the said American posts and batteries established 
and erected near thereto, in the said Territory of 
Michigan, the said Brigadier General William 
Hull, on the said fifteenth day of August, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and twelve 
aforesaid, at Detroit aforesaid, in the Territory of 
Michigan aforesaid, (being then and there com- 
mander of the said fort Detroit, and of the said 
American posts and batteries established and 
erected near thereto, in the said Territory of 
Michigan, and being then and there commander 
of the said northwestern army of the said United 
States,) did then and there, during the continu- 
ance of the cannonade aforesaid, shamefully mis- 
behave himself before the enemy, and manifest 
great fear and apprehension of personal danger, 
by a course of conduct and conversation evincing 
personal alarm, agitation of mind, and privation 
of judgment, and particularly by various timid 
and cowardly actions and expressions then and 
there used and uttered in the presence of the offi- 
cers and soldiers then and there belonging to 
thesaid Northwestern army of the said United 
States, and then and there under his command 
as aforesaid, as well in the public streets of the 
town of Detroit as in places adjacent to the said 
fort of Detroit, and the said American posts and 
batteries established and erected near thereto, in 
the said Territory of Miehigan; whereby, a fatal 
encouragement was afforded for the hostile en- 
terprises of the enemy, a pernicious example (cal- 
culated to intimidaie and to disorganize) was 


given to the American troops, and the service of . 
the United States, in the prosecution of. the said 
war, was exposed to hazard, shame, and disap- 
pointment. 

Third specification.—And, also, in this: That 
during the sald war, carried on and prosecuted 
by and between the said United States of Amer- 
ica and their Territories, and the said United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and the 
dependencies thereof, to wit: on the sixteenth 
day of August, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and twelve aforesaid, the British forces 
under the command of Major General Brock 
having crossed the said river Detroit, having 
landed at a place called Spring Wells, otherwise 
called Spring Hill, in the said Territory of Mi- 
chigan, and having thence marched towards the 
said fort of Detroit with the desigu to attack the 
same, the said Brigadier General Hull, on the 
said sixteenth day of August, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and twelve aforesaid, at 
Detroit aforesaid, in the said "Territory of Michi- 
gan, (being then and there commander of the 
said fort of Detroit, and being then and there 
commander of thesaid Northwestern army of the 
said United States) did then and there, during 

all the time of the enemy's crossing the said tiver 

Detroit as aforesaid, landing at the said Spring - 

Wells, otherwise called Spring Hill as aforesaid, $ 

and marching towards the said Fort Detroit & 

as aforesaid, with the design to attack the same - 
as aforesaid, shamefully misbebave himself before 
the enemy, and manifest great fear and appre- 
hension of personal danger, by various timid and- 
cowardly actions and expressions then and there 
used and uttered in the presence of the officers 
and soldiers belonging to the said Northwestern 
army of the said United States, then and there 
under his command as aforesaid ; by avoiding all 
personal danger from making an attempt to pre- 
| vent the enemy’s crossing the said river Detroit 
| and landing at the said Spring Wells, other wise 
i called Spring Hill; by avoiding all personal dan- 
ger from reconnoitering and encountering the 
enemy in battle on the said march of the enemy 
| towards the said fort of Detroit; by hastily send- 
ing flags of truce to the enemy, with overtures 
for a capitulation; by anxiously withdrawing 
| his person from the American troops in the open 
Í field to a place of comparative safety, within the 
| walls of the said Fort Detroit; by an irresolute 
fluctuation of orders, sometimes inconsistent with 
each other, and sometimes incoherent in them- 
selves; by forbidding the American artillery to 
fire on the army on the said march of the enemy 
towards the said Fort Detroit; by calling the 
American troops from the field, and crowding 
them in the said Fort Detroit, while the enemy 
was on the said march towards the said Fort 
Detroit; by a precipitate declaration to the ene- 
my that he surrendered the said Fort Detroit and 
thé said Northwestern army of the said United 
States before terms of capitulation were signed 
or considered, or even suggested ; and, generally, 
by a course of conduct and conversation evinc- 
ing personal fear, agitation of mind, and priva- 
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; tion of judgment; whereby the said fort of De- 
“troit, and the said Northwestern army of the said 
"Wnited States, then and there under the com- 
mand of the said Brigadier General William 
„Hull, were then and there rendered an easy and 
'certain conquest to the approaching enemy; the 
officers and soldiers of a gallant army (compelled 
-by the obligations of military law to obey the 
orders of their commander) were exposed to un- 
merited mortification and reproach; and the ser- 
-vice of the said United States, in the prosecution 
of the said war, suffered great detriment and dis- 
_eredit. . 

Fourth specification.—And, also, in this: That 
during the said war so as aforesaid carried on 
and prosecuted by and between the said Uni- 
ted States of America and their Territories, 
and the said United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, and the dependencies thereof, to 
wit: on the sixteenth day of August, in the 
gear one thousand eight hundred and twelve 
‘aforesaid, at Detroit aforesaid, in the Territory of 
"Michigan aforesaid, the said Fort Detroit being 
then and there well garrisoned and supplied with 
cannon, ammunition, and provisions; the said 
Northwestern army of the said United States 
being then and there well supplied with arms, 
ammunition, and provisions; and the officers and 
Soldiers thereof being then and there in high 
| spirits, and eager to meet and encounter the ene- 
-mmy in battle; and a fine train of artillery being 
; :then and there subject to the orders and disposal 
of the said Brigadier General Hull, for the pur- 
pose of defence or attack, yet the said Brigadier 
General William Hull, (then and there being 
‘commander of the said fort of Detroit, and of the 
-the said Northwestern army of the said United 
‘States,) acting upon the impulse of personal fear 
-and apprehension, and contemplating, as the 
‘means of personal safety, a shameful abandon- 
‘ment and the surrender of the said Fort Detroit, 
"and of the said Northwestern army of the said 
United States, under his command as aforesaid, 
-to the approaching enemy, did then and there 
shamefally misbehave himself before the enemy, 
E^ -and did then and there enter into a disgraceful 
capitulation with the enemy, containing no con- 
į Solatory stipulation that the said garrison and 
j; army should march out of the said fort of De- 
troit with the honors of war; no just and hu- 
mane stipulation for the security and protection 
9f such of the inhabitants of the said British 
province of Upper Canada as had accepted the 
Said Brigadier General William Hull’s invitation 
to join the American standard; nor any reason- 
‘able stipulation for an opportunity of reporting 
0 the Secretary for the Department of War the 
‘¢ltcumstances of so unexpected and so important 
sal event; and did then and there shamefully 
abandon, surrender, and give up the said fort of 
etroit, together with all the troops, regulars as 
‘well as militia, then and there under his com- 
Mand as aforesaid, and all the public stores and 
ms, and all the public documents, including 
Verything else of a public nature belonging to 
^e said fort of Detroit, and to the said North- 


western army of the said United States, then and 
there under his command as aforesaid, to the said 
approaching enemy, to wit: to the British forces 
under the command of Major General Brock, 
without any cause for so doing, arising from the 
superior numbers, state, and condition of the said 
British forees; or from the actual want, or just 
expectation of sudden want, of arms, ammunition, 
and provisions for the said Fort Detroit, and the 
said Northwestern army of the said United States, 
and without any other adequate cause whatso- 
| ever; whereby the territorial sovereignty, rights, 
| and property of the said United States were 
| shamefully ceded to the enemy ; a brave and pa- 
triotic army was wantonly sacrificed by the per- 
sonal fears of the commander ; and the service of 
the said United States, in the prosecution of the 
said war, suffered a great and afflicting loss. 


Caarce lll. 

Neglect of duty and unofficerlike conduct, while 
commanding a separate army, between the ninth 
of April and the seventeenth of August, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and twelve. 


First specification.—In this: That before and 
during the said war, carried on and prosecuted as 
aforesaid, by and between the said United States 
of America and their Territories, and the said 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
and the dependencies thereof, the said Brigadier 
General William Hull, being duly appointed to 
command the Northwestern army of the said 
United States, did actually take and assume the 
command of the said army, on or about the 
twenty-fifth day of May, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and twelve, at or near Dayton, in 
the State of Ohio, and did thence constantly con- 
tinue in the actual command of the said army,as 
well on the march from Dayton aforesaid, to De- 
troit, in the Territory of Michigan, and at Detroit 
aforesaid, as in the British. province of Upper 
Canada, until his capitulation with the enemy, 
and the consequent surrender of Fort Detroit, in 
the said Michigan Territory, with all the troops, 
regulars, and militia under his command, to the 
British forces under the command of Major Gen- 
eral Brock, to wit: at Detroit aforesaid, in the 
Territory of Michigan aforesaid, on the sixteenth 
day of August, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and twelve aforesaid. And that the said 
Brigadier General William Hull, unmindful of 
the important trust reposed in him, during all the 
time aforesaid, and as well on the march of the 
said army from Dayton aforesaid, to Detroit afore- 
said, and at Detroit aforesaid, as in the British 
province of Upper Canada aforesaid, was guilty 
of neglect of duty and of unofficerlike conduct, 
by neglecting and omitting, with sufficient care 
and frequency, to inspect, train, exercise, review, 
and order, and to cause to be inspected, trained 
exercised, reviewed, and ordered, the said army 
under his command as aforesaid; and, also, by 
neglecting and omitting, in due form and time, to 
prepare an order of battle, and to make the same 
known to the said army on the march from Day- 
ton aforesaid, to Detroit aforesaid, in the Michigan 
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"Ferritory aforesaid, whereby the discipline of the 
troops under the command of the said Brigadier 
General William Hull as aforesaid, was in danger 
` of being relaxed; their comfort was liable to be 
impaired; their confidence in the military skill 
and dispositions of their commander was dimin- 
ished; and the said army was exposed to the 
hazard of disorder and defeat in the event of an 

attack being made thereon by the enemy. 
Second specification.— And also in this: That 
during the said war.so as aforesaid carried on 
and prosecuted by and between the said United 
‘States of America and their Territories, and the 
-said United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, and the dependencies thereof, to wit: on or 
about the first day of July, in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and twelve aforesaid, at the 
rapids of the river Miami, in the Territory of 
Michigan, the said Brigadier General William 
Hull, then and there commanding the said North- 
"western army of the said United States, on the 
march thereof from Dayton, in the State of Ohio, 
to Detroit aforesaid, in the Territory of Michigan 
aforesaid, then and there having sufficient cause 
tó know or to believe that war then existed be- 
tween the said United States and their Territo- 
ries, and the said United Kingdom of Great Brit- 
ain and Ireland, and the dependencies thereof, 
was guilty of neglect of duty and of unofficerlike 
eonduct, by then and there hiring, or causing to 
be hired, an unarmed vessel, and putting, or caus- 
ing to be put, on board thereof, to be transported 
by water-passage from the said rapids of the river 
Miami, of the lake, to Detroit aforesaid, (the said 
Brigadier General William Hull having sufficient 
cause to know or to believe the imminent danger 
‘of capture by the enemy to which the said un- 
armed vessel on the passage aforesaid would be 
exposed.) certain sick soldiers, and a great part of 
the hospital stores belonging to the said army. 
together with a trunk, containing (among other 
things) the papers hereinafter mentioned, which 
it was the duty of the said Brigadier General 
William Hull most carefully to keep and preserve 
from the knowledge and view of the enemy, that 
is to say: the official correspondence of the Sec- 
retary of the Department of War and the said 
Brigadier General William Hall, as well touch- 
ing the expedition on which the said Northwest- 
ern army under his command as aforesaid was 
then employed, as touching a declaration of war 
by the said United States of America against the 
said United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
, and the dependencies thereof; and, also, certain 
other official muster-rolls, reports, and returns of 
the numbers, state, and condition of the said army 
under his command as aforesaid. And the said 
unarmed vessel, on the passage aforesaid from the 
said rapids of the river Miami of the lake towards 
Detroit aforesaid, afterwards, to wit, on or about 
the second day of July, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and twelve aforesaid, was captured 
by the enemy, having on board thereof, at the 
time of such eapture, the said sick soldiers, the 
said hospital stores, and the said trunk, containing 
the said official correspondence, and also the said 


muster-rolls, reports, and returns of the numbers, 
state, and condition of the said army ; whereby 
the said sick soldiers were made prisoners of war: 
the said hospital stores were lost to the United : 
States; and the said official correspondence, and 
the said muster-rolls, reports, and returns of the. | 
number, state, and condition of the said army, . 3 
came to the possession, knowledge, and use of the: 
enemies of the United States, to the great injury 
of the said United States. : 
Third specification.— And also in this: That 
during the said war, so as aforesaid carried on and 
prosecuted by and between the said United States — * 
of America and their Territories, and the said 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
and the dependencies thereof, the said Brigadier ` 
General William Hull having arrived, with the 
said Northwestern army of the said United States 
under his command as aforesaid, at Detroit, in 
the Territory of Michigan, on the seventh day of 
July, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
twelve aforesaid; and having the possession and ` 
command of the said fort of Detroit from that 
time, constantly, until the abandonment and sur- 
render thereof to the British forces under the : 
command of Major General Brock, on the six- 
teenth day of August, in the year one thousand 4 
eight hundred and twelve aforesaid ; and finding, ; 
upon his said arrival at Detroit aforesaid, that the 
works of the said Fort Detroit were greatly dam- 
aged and dilapidated, and that the guns and gun- 
carriages belonging to the said fort of Detroit 
were also damaged and out of repair; and, more- 
over, wel! knowing the importance of the said 
Fort Detroit to the service of the said United 
States in the operations of the said war, and that 
the same (together with the said guns and gun- 
carriages) should be put and kept in proper order 
and repair, was guilty of neglect of duty by ne- 
glecting and omitting, during all the time of his 
possession and command as aforesaid, in a proper 
and sufficient manner to repair and strengthen, or 
cause to be repaired and strengthened, the works 
of the said Fort Detroit; by neglecting and omit- 
ting, in a proper and sufficient manner, and in due 
time for the service of the said United States, to 
repair, or cause to be repaired, the said guns and 
gun-carriages; and, generally, by neglecting and 
omitting to put, or cause to be put, the said fort of 
Detroit in a proper state and condition for resist- 
ance and defence in the event of an invasion 
attack by the enemy; whereby the said Fort De- 
troit was left an easy conquest to the enemy; the 
said guns and gun-carriages being afterwards re- 
quired for the service of the said United States, 
in the British province of Upper Canada, were - 
still found unfit for transportation and use; great 2 
time was consumed in preparing and fitting them... 
for the said service; and the operations of the #4 
war were fatally obstructed and suspended. ; 
Fourth specification.— And, also, in this: That; 
during the said war so as aforesaid earried onani 3 
prosecuted by and between the said United States 
of America and their Territories, and the sai 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
and the dependencies thereof, the said Brigadier . 
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General William Hull, declaring and avowing 
an intention and design, with the said Northwest- 
ern army of the said United States under his 
command as aforesaid, to invade and enter the 
British province of Upper Canada, to invest and 
attack the British fort called Malden, otherwise 
ealled Amherstburg in the said British province, 
aid to maintain and enlarge his position and pos- 
session in the said British provinee, and well 
knowing that expedition, resolution, and energy 
were indispensable to the prosecution and ac- 
complishment of such intention and design, and 
having arrived at Detroit aforesaid, in the Terri- 
tory of Michigan aforesaid, on the seventh day 
of July, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and twelve aforesaid, and having invaded the said 
British province of Upper Canada, on the twelfth 
day of July, in the year aforesaid, and therein 
taken possession of the town of Sandwich afore- 
said, and having with the main body of his said 
army evacuated the said British province of Up- 
per Canada on the eighth day of August, in the 
year aforesaid, was guilty of neglect of duty and 
uüofficerlike conduct, by not seasonably repair- 
ing, fitting, and transporting, or causing to be re- 
paired, fitted, and transported, the guns and gun 
cárriages which were necessary to the operations 
of the war in the said British province of Upper 
Canada, by an useless and injurious waste of time 
and opportunity at Sandwich aforesaid, in the 
said British provinee of Upper Canada, without 
making an attempt to reduce the said British fort 
called Malden, otherwise called Amherstburg, by 
aii unnecessary consumption of time, in projects 
to'conciliate the British inhabitants of the said 
British province of Upper Canada, and the neigh- 
| boring Indians, without resorting toa more ef- 
. fectual display of a military power, capacity, and 
disposition tq maintain the acquisitions of con- 
qüest, and to perform the promises of protection ; 
by postponing in the first instance, and by aban- 
dening 1n the next, an investment and attack up- 
on the said British fort called Malden, otherwise 
called Amherstburg, and by finally evacuating the 
said British province of Upper Canada, without 
having provided effectually, in any respect, for 
the safety of the inhabitants thereof, who had 
accepted the said Brigadier General William 
Hull’s invitation to join the American standard, 
. and without having, in any degree, accomplished 
the said intention and design of the said Brigadier 
: General William Hull, so as aforesaid declared 
, and avowed upon the invasion of the said British 
` province as aforesaid ; whereby an opportunity 
^ Was afforded to the enemy to bring into suspicion 
, and contempt the power and the conduct of the 

‘merican commander; to collect and combine 
the British forces; to seduce. intimidate, and en- 
: gage the Indians; to awe into submission the 
. Wavering inhabitants of the said British province 
; of Upper Canada ; to reinforce the said British 
. fort called Malden, otherwise called Amherst- 
: burg; and to prepare for investing and attacking 
: the said fort of Detroit, in the said Territory of 
. Michigan; while, on the other hand, the said 
‘|. atthy of the United States, under the command 


of the said Brigadier General William Hull, as 
aforesaid, diminished in effective numbers in con- 
sequence of sickness and other casualties; the 
officers and soldiers naturally became dissatisfied 
and disgusted with a scene of such inactivity, ir- 
resolution, and proerastination ; thehopeofsupport 
and co-operation, as well from the Indians as from 
the British inhabitants of the said British prov- 
ince of Upper Canada, was destroyed, and the 
general ardor of the troops in the prosecution of 
the war insensibly abated. 

Fifth specification.—And, also, in this: That 
during the continuance of the said war, carried 
on and prosecuted as aforesaid, by and between 
the said United States of America and their Ter- 
ritories, and the said United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, and the dependencies there- 
of, thesaid Brigadier General William Hull, with 
the said Northwestern army of the said United 
States under his command aforesaid, arrived at 
Detroit aforesaid, in the Territory of Michigan 
aforesaid, to wit: on the 7th day of July, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and twelve 
aforesaid; that with the said army under his 
command as aforesaid, he entered and invaded 
the said British province of Upper Canada, to 
wit: on the twelfth day of July, in the year 
aforesaid; that with the main body of the said 
army under his command as aforesaid, he evac- 
uated the said British province of Upper Canada 
on the eighth day of August, in the year afore- 
said, thence returning to Detroit aforesaid, in the 
said Territory of Michigan, and that he aban- 
doned, surrendered, and gave up the said Fort 
Detroit, with all the troops, regulars as well as 
militia, under his command as aforesaid, to the 
British forces under the command of Major Gen- 
eral Brock, to wit: on the sixteenth day of Au- 
gust, in the year aforesaid. And that during all 
the movements aforesaid, and during all the time 
aforesaid, to wit: from the said seventh day of 
July, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
twelve aforesaid, to and including the said six- 
teenth day of August, in the year aforesaid, it 
was of high importance to the security and sup- 
ply of the said Fort Detroit, and the said army 
of the United States, under the command of the 
said Brigadier General William Hull as aforesaid, 
thata free and open communication should be 
had and preserved between the said fort of De- 
troit and the said army of the said United States, 
under the command of the said Brigadier Gen- 
eral William Hull as aforesaid, and a certain 
American settlement and military post made and 
established at the river Raisin, in the said Terri- 
tory of Michigan; and that the said Brigadier 
General William Hull, well knowing the prem- 
ises, but unmindful of the trust reposed in him, 
was guilty of neglect of duty and unofficerlike 
conduct, by suffering the enemy to interrupt and 
cut off the said communication between the said 
fort of Detroitand the said army of the said Uni- 
ted States under his command as aforesaid, and 
the said American settlement and military post 
made and established at the river Raisin afore- 
said, in the Territory of Michigan aforesaid, to 
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wit: on the first day of August, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and twelve aforesaid, or 
on some other day of the said month of August, 
or on some day of the preceding month of July, 
in the year aforesaid ; also, by afterwards, to wit: 
on the fourth day of August, in the year afore- 
said, detaching Major Thomas B. Van Horne, 
of Colonel James Findley’s regiment of Ohio 
volunteers, with an inadequate force (the said 
Brigadier General William Hull having suffi- 
cient cause for knowing or believing the same 
to be inadequate) to attempt again to open 
the said communication between the said fort 
Detroit, and the said army of the said United 
States, under the command of the said Brigadier 
General William Hull as aforesaid, and the said 
American settlement and military post on the 
said river Raisin, in the Territory of Michigan 


or to believe that the said last mentioned detach- 
ment was in want of a further supply of provis- 
ions upon the service aforesaid, and that they 
could not prosecute and accomplish the said ser- 
vice unless such further supply was issued, fur- 
nished, and forwarded to them,) whereby the 
said detachment, under the said Major Thomas 
B. Van Horne, being encountered by the enemy 
with a superior force was defeated, and returned 
to Detroit aforesaid, without aecomplishing the 
service on which they were employed as afore- 
said; the said detachment under the said Lieu- 
tenant Colonel James Miller, having achieved a 
signal vietory over the enemy during the march 
on the service aforesaid, at or near Brownstown 
aforesaid, were nevertheless compelled, from the 
want of an adequate supply of provisions, to 
abandon the service on which they were em- 


aforesaid; also, by afterwards, to wit: on the| ployed as aforesaid, and to return to Detroit 
eighth day of August, in the year aforesaid, de- | aforesaid ; the said detachment under the said 
taching Lieutenant Colonel James Miller, of the | Colonel Duncan McArthur and the said Colonel 
5th regiment of United States infantry with the | Lewis Cass, from want of an adequate supply of 
number or about the number of five hundred | provisions were unable to prosecute and accom- 
men to attempt again to open the said communi- | plish the service on which they were employed 


cation between the said Fort of Detroit and the 
said army of the said United States, under the 
command of the said Brigadier General William 
Hull, and the said American settlement and mil- 
itary post at the said river Raisin, in the T'erri- 
tory of Michigan aforesaid, and neglecting to 
furnish and forward, or cause to be furnished and 
forwarded, the said last mentioned detachment | 
at or near Brownstown, in the said Territory of | 
Michigan, on its march aforesaid, upon the ser- 
vice aforesaid, an adequate supply of provision, 
(the said Brigadier General William Hull hav- 
ing sufficient cause to know or to believe that the 
said last mentioned detachment was at or near 
Brownstown aforesaid, on its march aforesaid, 
upon the service aforesaid, in want of provisions, 
and that they could not prosecute and accom- 
plish the said service unless an adequate supply | 
of provisions was furnished and forwarded to 
them at or near Brownstown aforesaid ;) and, 
also, by afterwards, to wit: on the fourteenth 
day of August, in the year aforesaid, detaching | 
Colonel Duncan McArthur, colonel of a regi- 
ment of Ohio volunteers, and Colonel Lewis 
Cass, colonel of another regiment of Ohio vol- 
unteers, with the number, or about the number of 
four hundred men, as well to attempt again to 
| 
| 


open the said communication between the said 
Fort Detroit and the said army of the said Uni- 
ted States, under the command of the said Brig- 
adier General William Hull as aforesaid, and the 
said American settlement and military post at 
the river Raisin aforesaid, in the Territory of; 
Michigan aforesaid, as to escort certain provis- | 
ions from the said American settlement and mil- 
itary post to Detroit aforesaid, without issuing, 
furnishing, and forwarding, or causing to be is- 
sued, furnished, and forwarded, to the said last 
mentioned detachment an adequate supply of 
provisions for the service on which they were 
employed as aforesaid, (the said Brigadier Gene- 
ral William Hull having sufficient cause to know 


as aforesaid, and were returning to Detroit afore- 
said, at the time of the abandonment and surren- 
der of the said Fort Detroitand the said army of 
the said United States to the British forces un- 
der the command of Major General Brock as 
aforesaid ; and finally, the said communication 
between the said Fort Detroit and the said army 
of the said United States, under the command of 
the said Brigadier General William Hull, and 
the said American settlement and military post 
at the said river Raisin, in the Territory of Mi- 
chigan aforesaid, by reason of the said neglects 
and omissions of the said Brigadier General 
William Hull as aforesaid, was and remained in- 
terrupted and totally cut off by the enemy, to 
wit: from the said first day of August, in the 
year aforesaid, or from some other day in the said 
month of August, or in the preceding month of 
July, in the year aforesaid, to and including the 
said sixteenth day of August, in the year afore- 
said. 

Sixth specification.— And, also, in this: That 
during the continuance of the said war, so as 
aforesaid carried on and prosecuted, by and be- 
tween the said United States of America and 
their Territories, and the said United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland and the dependencies 
thereof, the said Brigadier General William Hull, 
with the said Northwestern army of the said 
United States, under his command as aforesaid, 
having invaded and entered the said British prov- 
ince of Upper Canada as aforesaid, and having 
declared and avowed an intention and design of 
investing and attacking the said British fort 
called Malden, otherwise called Amherstburg, in 
the said British province of Upper Canada, and. 
a detachment of the said army under his com- 
mand aforesaid, led by the said Colonel Lewis 
Cass, and the said Lieutenant Colonel James 
Miller, having attacked jand repulsed the enemy, 
and seized upon a certain bridge over the rivet 
called the river Aux Canard, on the route from 
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Sandwich, in the said British province of Upper 
Canada, to the said British fort called Malden, 
otherwise called Amherstburg; yet the said Brig- 
adier General William Hull well knowing the 
premises, and unmindful of the trust reposed in 
him, to wit: on or about the eighteenth day of 
July, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
twelve aforesaid, at Sandwich aforesaid, in the 
British province of Upper Canada aforesaid, was 
guilty of neglect of duty and unofficerlike con- 
duet, by neglecting and omitting to advance with 
the said army under his command as aforesaid, 
to maintain or attempt to maintain the posses- 
sion of the said bridge over the said river, called 
the river Aux Canard, and by neglecting and 
omitting to proceed to the immediate investment 
and attack of the said British fort called Malden, 
otherwise called Amherstburg, in the said Brit- 
ish province of Upper Canada, whereby the ad- 
vantage of acquiring and keeping possession of 
the said bridge over the said river called the river 
Aux Canard, as aforesaid, was improvidently lost, 
and the prospect of a successful investment and 
attack upon the said British fort called Malden, 
otherwise called Amherstburg, speedily vanished. 

Seventh specification.— Aud, also, in this: That 
during the continuance of the said war, so as 
aforesaid carried on and prosecuted by and be- 
tween the said United States of America and 
their Territories, and the said United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland, and the dependen- 
cies thereof, the said Brigadier General William 
Hull, with the said Northwestern army of the 
said United States under his command as afore- 
said, having evacuated the said British province 
of Upper Canada, returning thence to Detroit 
aforesaid, in the Territory of Michigan afore- 
said, the enemy having afterwards taken posses- 
sion of the bank of the said river Detroit, oppo- 
site to Detroit aforesaid, and thereon erected bat- 
teries wherewith to attack and annoy as well the 
said fort of Detroit, and the American posts and 
batteries erected and established near theretoasthe 
town of Detroit, in thesaid Territory of Michigan, 
theenemy having also manifested an intentionand 
design to invade and enter the said Territory of 
Michigan, and to invest and attack the said Fort 
Detroit; and the enemy having also, afterwards, 
in pursuance of such intention and design, land- 
ed ata place called Spring Wells, otherwise called 
Spring Hill, in the neighborhood of the said Fort 
Detroit, in the Territory of Michigan aforesaid; 
yet the said Brigadier General William Hull, 
well knowing the premises, and unmindful of the 
trust reposed in him, to wit: from the eleventh 
day of August to and including the sixteenth 
day of August, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and twelve aforesaid, was guilty of ne- 
glect of duty and unofficerlike conduct, by ne- 
glecting and omitting to prevent, and to attempt 
lo prevent, the enemy from erecting the said bat- 
terles on the bank of the said river Detroit, op- 
posite to the said fort of Detroit aforesaid; by 
neglecting and omitting to fortify the landing 
place at the said Spring Wells, otherwise called 
Spring Hill, in the Territory of Michigan afore- 
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said; and by neglecting and omitting to annoy- 
and attack the enemy on and after his landing at 
Spring Wells, otherwise called Spring Hill afore- 
said, in the Territory of Michigan aforesaid ; 
whereby the enemy was enabled securely to 
erect the said batteries on the bank of the said 
river Detroit as aforesaid, for attacking and an- 
noying as well the said fort of Detroit and the 
American posts and batteries erected and estab- 
lished near thereto, as the said town of Detroit, 
to invade the said Territory of Michigan, with- 
out opposition or loss, and to approach the said 
Fort Detroit, with the air and confidence of a 


triumph. 
A. J. DALLAS, 
Judge Advocate. 


Weonespay, January 5. 


The court met at the Capitol, pursuant to ad- 
jourament. Present, all the members. 

General Hull having appeared, the charges and 
specifications were read to him by the Judge Ad- 
voeate; and being asked if he was ready to plead 
to them, answered that he was, and that he 
pleaded not guilty to all the charges and speeifi- 
cations. 


Fripay, March 25. 


All the evidence being read, (whether on the 
part of the prosecution or the detence,) applicable 
to the first charge, and the specifications attached 
to that charge, and after due deliberation had 
thereon, the court express the following opinion: 

The accused having, in his final defence, pro- 
tested against the jurisdiction of the court to try 
the charge of treason, and the opinion of the court 
beiug, that the objection would have been tenable 
if the same had been pleaded by the accused on 
his arraignment; and believing, also, that the 
court cannot acquire jurisdiction of the offence 
by the waiver or consent of the accused, they de- 
cline making any formal decision on that charge, 
The evidence on the subject having, however, 
been publicly given, the court deem it proper, in 
justice to the accused, to say that they do not be- 
lieve, from anything that his appeared before 
them, that Brigadier General William Hull has 
committed treason against the United States, 

On the second charge, and the specifications 
attached to that charge, (after hearing all the 
evidence and defence, and after due deliberation 
thereon,) the court find Brigadier General Wil- 
liam Hull guilty of the first, second, and fourth 
specifications under that charge; and also guilty 
of the third specification under that charge, except 
that part which charges the said Brigadier Gen- 
eral William Hull with “forbidding the Ameri- 
can artillery to fire on the enemy on their mareh 
towards the said Fort Detroit.” 

The court find the said Brigadier General Wil- 
liam Hull guilty of the second charge. 

On the third charge, the court, after having 
heard the evidence, (as well as the defence,) and 
after due deliberation, find the said Brigadier Gen- 
eral William Hull guilty of neglect of duty and 
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unofficerlike conduct, as charged in the first spe- 
cification under this charge, in omitting, with 
‘sufficient care and frequency, to inspect, train, ex- 
ercise, and order, and to cause to be trained, in- 
-spected, exercised, and ordered, the troops under 
his command, from the sixth day of July until 
the seventeenth day of August, 1812; and acquit 
him of the residue of the charge contained in that 
specification. 

The court acquit the said Brigadier General 
William Hull of the second and third specifica- 
tions of the same charge. 

The court find the said Brigadier General Wil- 
liam Hull guilty of the whole of the fourth speci- 
fication of that charge, except that part which 
charges him with not seasonably repairing, fit- 
ting, and transporting, or causing to be fitted, re- 
paired, and transported, the guns and gun-car- 
riages which were necessary to tlie operations of 
the war in the said British province of Upper 
Canada. 

The court find the said Brigadier General Wil- 
liam Hull guilty of so much of the fifth specifica- 
tion to that charge as relates to neglect of duty 
and unofficerlike conduct, in suffering his com- 
munication with the river Raisin and the State 
of Ohio to be cut off, and sending Major Van 
Horne to attempt to open the same with an inad- 
equate force; he, the said Brigadier General Wil- 
liam Hull, having reason to know or believe the 
same was insufficient; and the court acquit him 
of the residue of that specification. 

The court find the said Brigadier General Wil- 
liam. Hull guilty of the sixth and seventh specifi- 
cations of that charge. 

- The court find the said Brigadier General Wil- 
liam Hull guilty of the third charge. 


Saturpay, March 26. 


The court met pursuant to adjournment. Pres- 
ent, all the members. 

The court, in consequence of their determina- 
tion respecting the second and third charges, and 
the specifications under these charges, exhibited 
against the said Brigadier General William Hull, 
and after due consideration, do sentence him to 
be shot to death—two-thirds of the court concur- 
ring in the sentence. 

The court, in consideration of Brigadier Gen- 
eral Hull’s revolutionary services, and his ad- 
vanced age, earnestly recommend him to the 
mercy of the President of the United States. 


Monpay, March 28. 

The court met pursuant to adjournment. Pres- 
ent, all the members. 

The proceedings having been read over, and 
approved and signed by the President, the court 
then adjourned sine die. 

H. DEARBORN, 
President of the Court. 
M. VAN BUREN, 
Special Judge Advocate. 
PHILIP S. PARKER, 
Army Judge Advocate, ass’t. 


APniL 25, 1814. 
The sentence of the court is approved, and the 


execution of it remitted. . 
JAMES MADISON. 


By directions of the Court Martial, the Presi- 
dent gave the following directions to General 
Hull : 


* Arpany, March 28, 1814. 


“Sir: You will please return to your usual 
place of residence in Massachusetts, and there 
continue until you shall receive orders from the 
President of the United States. 

* Your humble servant, 

“H. DEARBORN, Maj. Gen’l, 
President of the Court Martial. 


“Brig. Gen. Wm. HULL.” 


Apbs’T AND INSPECTOR GEN'S OFFICE, 
Washington April 25, 1814. 


GENERAL ORDERS. 


The roll of the Army is not to be longer dis- 
honored by having upon it the name of Brigadier 
General William Hull. 

The General Court Martial, of which Major 
General Dearborn is President, is hereby dissolved. 

By order, J. B. WALBACH, 

Adjutant General. 


NAVAL GENERAL ORDER. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, July 29, 1813. 


The palpable and criminal intercourse held 
with the enemy’s forces, blockading and invading 
the waters and shores of the United States, is, in 
a military view, an offence of so deep a die as to 
call for the vigilant interposition of all the Naval 
officers of the United States. 

This intercourse is not only carried on by for- 
eigners, under the specious garb of friendly flags. 
who convey provisions, water, and succors of all 
kinds, (ostensibly destined for friendly ports, in 
the face, too, of a declared and rigorous blockade, ) 
direct to the fleets and stations of the enemy, with 
constant intelligence of our naval and military 
force and preparation, and the means of continu- 
ing and conducting the invasior, to the greatest 
possible annoyance of the country; but the same 
traffic, intercourse, and intelligence is carried on 
with great subtility and treachery by profligate 
citizens, who, in vessels ostensibly navigating our 
own waters, from port to port, under cover of 
night, or other cireumstances favoring their tur- 
pitude, find means to convey succors or intelli- 
gence to the enemy, and elude the penalty of the 
law. This lawless traffic and intercourse is also 
carried on to a great extent iu craft, whose ca- 
pacity exempts them from the regulations of the 
revenue laws, and from the vigilanee which ves- 
sels of greater capacity attraet. ] 

I am, therefore, commanded by the President 
of the United States to enjoin and direct all naval 
commanding officers to exercise the strictest vigi- 
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lancé, and to stop and detain all vessels or erafts 
whatsoever, proceeding, or apparently intending 
to proceed, towards the enemy’s vessels within 
the waters, or hovering about the harbors of the 
United States; or towards any station occupied 
by the enemy within the jurisdiction of the United 
States, from which vessels or craft the enemy 


might derive succors or intelligence. moment surrendered to the force under my com- 
W. JONES. mand, after a sharp conflict. 
To COMMANDING OFFICERS 


; Ih the h to b &e. 
- Of stations or vessels of U. S. Navy. erc dips H. PERRY. 
Hon. WiLLtAM Jones, 


Secretary of the Navy. 


U.S. erie Niacara, Laxe ERIE, 
September 10, 1813, 4, P. M: 
Sir: It has pleased the Almighty to give to 
the arms of the United States a signal victory 
over their enemies on this lake. 
The British squadron, consisting of two ships, 
two brigs, one sehooner, and one sloop, have this 


CAPTURE OF THE BRITISH FLEET ON LAKE | 
ERIE AND BRIG BOXER. 


U. S. SCHOONER ARIEL, 
Put-in- Bay, Sept. 13, 1813. 
Sig: [n my last, I informed you that we had 
| captured the enemy's fleet on this lake. I have 
Navy DEPARTMENT, | now the honor to give you the most important 
December 27, 1813. | particulars of the action. 

Sır: Agreeably to your request, I have the| On the morning of the 10th instant, at sunrise, 
honor to transmit copies of the official letter and | they were discovered from Put-in-Bay, where I 
documents narrating the splendid and decisive | lay at anchor with the squadron under my com- 
victory gained on the 10th of September, on Lake | mand. We got under way, the wind light at 
Erie, by the United States’ squadron under the | Southwest, and stood for them. At ten A.M. 
command of Captain Oliver Hazard Perry, over | the wind hauled to Southeast and brought us to 
a British squadron of superior force, commanded | windward; formed the line, and bore up. At 
by a distinguished veteran officer. | fifteen minutes before twelve, the enemy com- 

The effects of this victory are no less impor- | menced firing; at five minutes before twelve, the 
tant to the national interest and security, than | action commenced on our part. Finding their 
the unrivalled splendor of the achievement and | fire very destructive, owing to their long guns, 
generous sympathy of the victors is honorable to | and its being mostly directed at the Lawrence, I 
the national character. | made sail, and directed the other vessels to fol- 

| 


[Communicated to the Senate, December 31, 1813.] 


While the heroic commander of the American | low, for the purpose of closing with the enemy. 
squadron justly merits the highest honors which | Every brace and bowline being soon shot away, 
the expression of the National Councils can be- | she became unmanageable, notwithstanding the 
stow, the second in command on that eventful | great exertions of the sailingmaster. In this 
day appears to merit particular distinction, for | situation, she sustained the action upwards of two 
the important and decisive share he had in that | hours, within canister distance, until every gun 
glorious event ; and it is grateful in the highest | was rendered useless, and the greater part of her 
degree to reflect that every officer and man, on | crew either killed or wounded. Finding she could 
that trying occasion, discharged his duty to the | no longer annoy the enemy, I left her in charge 
nation with zeal, fidelity, and honor. of Lieutenant Yarnall, who, I was convinced, 

Ihave the honor also to enclose copies of the | from the bravery already displayed by him, would 
official accounts of the action between the United | do what would comport with the honor of the 
States’ brig Enterprise and the British sloop of | flag. At half past two, the wind springing up, 
war Boxer, which terminated in a victory, which, Captain Elliott was enabled to bring his vessel, 
for brilliancy and decision, it is believed, has | the Niagara, gallantly into close action, I imme- 
never been surpassed in single action. The force | diately went on board of her, when he anticipated 
of the enemy, in this case, was, if not actually | my wishes, by volunteering to bring the schoon- 
superior, at least equal to that of the Enterprise; | ers, which had been kept astern by the lightness 
but the comparative effect of the skill and fire of | of the wind, into closer action. It was with un- 
each proves that, had the enemy been greatly su- į speakable pain that I saw, soon after I got on 
perior in force, the result must have been the | board the Niagara, the flag of the Lawrence come 
same. In this action, the gallant commander of | down; although I was perfectly sensible that she 
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the Enterprise displayed the highest degree of 
skill and intrepidity, and died in the arms of vic- 
tory; but being mortally wounded early in the 


. action, was most ably succeeded by Lieutenant 
: McCall, whose conduct on that occasion it is 


impossible to appreciate too highly. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
; W. JONES. 
Hon. Joun GAILLARD, 
Chairman Naval Committee. 


had been defended to the last, and that, to have 
continued to make a show of resistance would 
have been a wanton sacrifice of the remains of 
her brave crew. But the enemy was not able to 
take possession of her, and circumstances soon 
permitted her flag again to be hoisted. At forty- 
five minutes past two the signal was made for 
“closer action.” The Niagara being very little 
injured, I determined to pass through the enemy’s 
line ; bore up, and passed ahead of their two ships 
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and a brig, giving a raking fire to them, from the 
starboard guns, and to a large schooner and sloop 
from the larboard side, at half pistol shot distance. 
The smaller vessels, at this time, having got with- 
in grape and canister distance, under the direc- 
tion of Captain Elliott, and keeping up a well 
directed fire, the two ships, a brig, and schooner, 
surrendered, a schooner and sloop making a vain 
attempt to escape. 

Those officers and men who were immediately 
under my observation, evinced the greatest gal- 
lantry ; and 1 have no doubt that all others con- 
ducted themselves as became American officers 
and seamen. 

Lieutenant Yarnall, first of the Lawrence, al- 
though several times wounded, refused to quit the 
deck. 

Midshipman Forrest, (doing duty as lieuten- 
ant,) and Sailingmaster Taylor, were of great 
assistance to me. 

I have great pain in stating to you the death of 
Lieutenant Brooks of tlie marines, and Midship- 
man Laub, both of the Lawrence, and Midship- 
man John Clark, of the Scorpion ; they were val- 
uable and promising officers. 

Mr. Hambleton, purser, who volunteered his 
services on deck, was severely wounded, late in 
the action; Midshipmen Claxton and Swart- 
wout, of the Lawrence, were severely wounded. 

On board the Niagara, Lieutenants Smith and 
Edwards, and Midshipman Webster, (doing duty 
as sailingmaster,) behaved in a very handsome 
manner. i 

Captain Brevoost, of the army, who acted as a | 
volunteer, in the capacity of a marine officer, on 
board that vessel, is an excellent and brave offi- 
cer, and with his musketry did great execution. 

Lieutenant Turner, commanding the Caledo- | 
nia, brought that vessel into action in the most 
able manner, and is an officer that, in all situa- 
tions, may be relied on, 

The Ariel, Lieutenant Packet, and Scorpion, | 
Sailingmaster Champlin, were enabled to get | 
early into action, and were of great service. 

Captain Elliott speaks in the highest terms of 
Mr. Magrath, purser, who had been despatched 
in a boat on service, previous to my getting on 
board the Niagara; and being a seaman, since the | 
action has rendered essential service in taking ! 
charge of one of the prizes. j 

Of Captain Elliott, already so well known to 
the Government, it would almost be superíluous 
to speak. In this action he evinced his charac- 
teristic bravery and judgment; and, since the 
close of the action, has given me the most able 
and essential assistance. 

I have the honor to enclose you a return of the 
killed and wounded, together with a statement of 
the relative force of the squadrons. The cap- : 
tain and first lieutenant of the Queen Char- 
lotte, and first lieutenant of the Detroit, were 
killed; Captain Barclay, senior officer, and the 
commander of the Lady Prevost, severely wound- 
ed. The commanders of the Hunter and Chip- 
pewa, slightly wounded. 

Their loss in killed and wounded I have not 


yet been able to ascertain ; it must, however, have 
been very great. 
Very respectfully, I have the honor to be, sir, 


your most obedient servant, 
0. H. PERRY. 


Hon. WiLLiam Jones, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


List of killed and wounded on board of the Uni- 
ted States squadron, under command of O. H, 
Perry, Ésq., in the action of 10th September, 
1813, viz: 

On board the Lawrence, killed. 


. John Brooks lieutenant marines. 

. Henry Laub, midshipman. 

. Christopher Mayliew, quartermaster. 

James W. Allen, seaman. 

Joseph Kennedy, seaman. 

John C. Kelly, private in the regiment. 

. John Smith, seaman. 

. William Cranston, ordinary seaman.. 

. Andrew Michael, seaman. 

10. John Hoffman, ordinary seaman. 

11. Charles Pohig, seaman, 

12. Nelson Peters, seaman. 

James Jones, seaman. 

. John Rose, seaman. 

15. James Carty, sailmaker’s mate. 

16. Thomas Butler, seaman. 

Wilson Mays, carpenter’s mate. 

18. James Brown, seaman. 

19. Ethelred Sykes, landsman. 

. Philip Sharbley, corporal of marines. 

21. Jesse Harland, private. 

22. Abner Williams, private. 

On board the Lawrence, wounded. 

1. John J. Yarnall, 1st lieutenant, slightly. 
2. Dulaney Forrest, 2d lieutenant, slightly. 
3. William N. Taylor, sailingmaster, slightly. 
4. Samuel Hambleton, purser, severely. 

5. Thomas Claxton, midshipman, severely. 

6 

7 

8 

9 
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. Augustus Swartwout, midshipman, sev. 
- Jonas Stone, carpenter, slightly. 
. William C. Keen, master-at-arms, slightly. 
- Francis Mason, quartermaster, severely. 
10. John Newen, ditto, severely. 
11. Joseph Lewis, ditto, slightly. 
12. Ezekiel Fowler, ditto, slightly. 
13. John E. Brown, quarter-gunner, severely. 
14. Henry Schroeder, ordinary seaman, sev. 
15. Benoni Price, seaman, severely. 
16. Thomas Robinson, seaman, severely. 
17. Peter Kinsley, seaman, severely. 
18. Nathan Chapman, seaman, severely. 
19. Thomas Hill, ordinary seaman, severely. 
. Barney McCain, ditto, severely. 
21. William Dawson, seaman, severely. 
22. Westerly Johnson, ordinary seaman, sev. 
. Samuel Spy wood, ditto, severely. 
. Robert Hill, seaman, slightly. 
. Francis Cummings, ordinary seaman, sev. 
26. 'Thomas Reed, ditto, severely. 
27. Wm. Johnson, boatswain’s mate, severely. 
. James Heian, ditto, slightly. : 
. George Cornell, carpenter's mate, slightly. 
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. Thomas Hammond, armorer, slightly. 
. William Thompson, seaman, severely. 
. George Varnum, seaman, severely. 

. James Moses, seaman, severely. 

. William Roe, seaman, severely. 

. Joseph Denning, seaman, severely. 

. William Daring, seaman, severely. 

. John Clay, seaman, severely. 

. Stephen Fairfield, seaman, severely. 

. George Williams, seaman, severely. 

, Lannon Huse, seaman, severely. 

. James Waddington, seaman, severely. 
. John Burnham, seaman, severely. 

. John Burdeen, seamen, severely. 

. Andrew Mattison, seaman. severely. 

. Jeremiah Eastbrook, ordinary seaman, sev. 
. Charles Vandyke, ditto, severely. 

. William Simpson, ditto, severely. 

. Jesse Williams, ditto, slightly. 

. James Hadley, ditto, slightly. 

. James Bird, marine, severely. 

. William Burnett, marine, severely. 

. William Baggs, marine, severely. 

. David Christie, marine, severely. 

. Henry Vanpoole, marine, severely. 

. Thomas Tuff, landsman, severely. 

. Elijah, Barlin, ditto, severely. 

. John Adams, ditto, slightly. 

. Charles Harrington, ditto, slightly. 

. William B. Perkins, ditto, slightly; 

. Nathaniel Wade, boy, severely. 

. Newport Hazard, boy, slightly. 


On the morning of the action, the sick list of 


the Lawrence contained thirty-one unfit for duty. 
On board the Niagara, killed. 
P. Morell, seaman; Isaac Hardy, ordinary do. 
On board the Niagara, wounded. 
John J. Edwards, lieutenant. 
. John L. Cummings, midshipman. 
Edward Martin, seaman, (since dead.) 
Wm. Davis, ordinary seaman, (since dead.) 
Joshua Trapnel, marine, (since dead.) 
. Ronvell Hall, ordinary seaman. 
. George Platt, seaman. 
. Elias Wiley, ordinary seaman. 
. Henry Davidson, seaman. 
. John M. Strebeck, ordinary seaman. 
. John Freeman, ordinary seaman. 
. James Sansford, seaman. 
. Thomas Wilson, seaman. 
Charles Davidson, seaman. 
. Daniel Bennet, seaman. 
. John Felton, boatswain's mate. 
. Sergeant Mason, marine. 
. Corporal Scott, marine. 
. Thomas Miller, marine. 
. John Rumas, marine. 
. George McManomy, marine. 
. George Scoffield, marine. 
23. Samuel Cochran, marine. i 
On the morning of the action, the sick list of 
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' the Niagara contained twenty-eight unfit for duty. 
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On board the Caledonia, wounded. 
James Artus, slightly; Isaac Perkins, slightly ; 
James Philips, slightly. 


On board the Somers, wounded. 

Charles Ordun and Godfrey Bowman. 

On board the Ariel, killed. 

John White, boatswain’s mate. 

Wounded.— William Sloss, ordinary seaman, 
slightly; Robert Wilson, seaman, slightly. John 
Lucas, landsman, slightly. 

On board the Trippe, Wounded. 

Isaac Green, soldier, 26th regiment, badly ; John 

Nailes, soldier, 17th regiment, slightly. 
On board the Porcupine. 

None killed or wounded. 

On board the Scorpion, killed. 

John Clark, midshipman; John Sylhamamer, 
landsman. 

On board the Tigress. 

None killed or wounded. 


T'wo days previous to action, the sick lists of 
the small vessels contained the names of fifty- 
seven men unfit for service. 


RECAPITULATION. 
Killed. Wounded, Total. 

Lawrence - - - - 22 61 83 
Niagara - - - - 2 28 25 
Caledonia - - - - 0 3 3 
Somers - - - - 0 2 2 
Ariel - - - - - 1 3 4 
Trippe - - - > 0 2 2 
Porcupine -  - - > 0 0 0 
Scorpion  - ~ - - 2 0 2 
Tigress - ~ - - 0 0 0 

Total - - - 27 94 121 


S. HAMBLETON, Purser. 
O. H. PERRY, 
Captain and Senior Officer. 


Statement of the force of the British squadron.— 
Detroit, ship, 19 guns, oneon pivot, and two how- 
itzers ; Queen Charlotte, ship, 17 guns, one on 
pivot; Lady Prevost, schooner, 13 guns, one on 
pivot; Hunter, brig, 10 guns; Little Belt, sloop, 
3 guns; Chippewa, schooner, 1 gun and two 
swivels.—63 guns. 

Note.— The Detroit is a new ship, very strongly 
built, and mounts long twenty-fours, eighteens, 
and twelves. 

Statement of the force of the United States 
squadron.—Lawrence, brig, 20 guns; Niagara, 
brig, 20 guns; Caledonia, brig, 3 guns; Ariel, 
schooner, 4 guns, (one burst early in action ;) 
Scorpion, schooner, 2 guns; Somers, schooner, 2 
guns; Trippe, sloop, 1 gun; Tigress, schooner, 1 
gun; Porcupine, schooner, 1 gun.—54 guns. 

The exact number of the enemy’s force has not 
been ascertained, but I have good reason to be- 
lieve that it exceeded ours by nearly one hundred 
men. 


Boston, September 7, 1813. 
Sin: The enclosed letters will give you the 
information of a brilliant victory gained by the 
United States’ brig Enterprise over His Britannic 
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Majesty’s brig Boxer, of considerable superiority 
of force. Nothing that I can say would add to 
the lustre of the gallant action, which so decidedly 
speaks for itself. But I cannot restrain my deep 
regret for the loss of so valuable an officer as the 
brave Lieutenant Burrows. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, 
your obedient servant, 

WM. BAINBRIDGE. 
Hon. WiLLIAM Jones, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


PORTLAND, September 7, 1813. 


Sin: I had the honor last evening to forward 
you by express, through the hands of Commodore 
Bainbridge, a letter received from Samuel Storer, 
Esq. Navy Agent at this place, detailing an ac- 
count of the capture of the British brig Boxer by 
the United States? brig Enterprise. 

Inow have to inform you that Left Portsmouth 
this morning, and have this moment arrived here, 
and as the mail is closing, I haveonly time to en- 
close you the report of Lieutenant McCall, of the 
Enterprise, and to assure you that a statement of 
the two vessels, as to the damage they have re- 
ceived, &c., shall be forwarded as soon as surveys 
can be made; the Boxer has received much dam- 
age in her hull, masts, and sails; indeed it was 
with difficulty that she could be kept afloat to get 
her in. The Enterprise is only injured in her 
masts and sails. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, 


your obedient servant, 
ISAAC HULL. 
Hon. WILLIAM JONES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


UNITED STATES! BRIG ENTERPRISE, 
Portland, September 7, 1813. 


Sır: In consequence of the unfortunate death 
of Lieutenant Commander William Burrows, late 
commander of this vessel, it devolves on me to 
acquaint you with the result of our cruise. 

After sailing from Portsmouth on the Ist in- 
stant, we steered to the eastward, and on the 
morning of the 3d, off Wood Island, discovered 
a schooner, which we chased into this harbor, 
where we anchored. 

On the morning of the 4th, weighed anchor, 
and swept out and continued our course to the 
eastward. Having received information of sev- 
eral privateers being off Monhegan, we stood for 
that place; and on the following morning, in the 
bay near Pemequid Point, discovered a brig get- 
ting under way, which appeared to be a vessel of 
war, and to which we immediately gave chase. 
She fired several guns and stood for us, having 
four ensigns hoisted. After reconnoitring and 
discovering her force, and the nation to which 
she belonged, we hauled upon a wind to stand 
out of the bay, and at 3 o'clock shortened sail, 
tacked, and ran down with an intention to bring 
her to close action. 

At twenty minutes after 3 P. M., when, within 


half pistol shot, the firing commenced from both! 
and after being warmly kept up, and with some 
manceuvring, the enemy hailed. and said they had 
surrendered, about 4 P. M. "Their colors being 
nailed to the masts could not be hauled down. 
She proved to be His Britannie Majesty’s late 
brig Boxer, of fourteen guns, Samuel Blythe, 
Esq., commander, who fell in the early part of 
the engagement, having received a cannon shot 
through the body. And I am sorry to add that 
Lieutenant Burrows, who had gallantly led us to 
action, fel! also about the same time, by a musket 
ball which.terminated his existence in eight hours. 

The Enterprise suffered much in spars and rig- 
ging, and the Boxer, both in spars, rigging, and 
hull, having many shot between wind and water. 

It would be doing injustice to the merit of Mr. 
Tillinghast, second Lieutenant, were I not to 
mention the able assistance I received from him 
during the remainder of the engagement, by bis 
strict attention to his own division and other de- 
partments. And the officers and crew, generally, 
Iam happy to add, from their cool and determined 
conduct, have my warmest approbation and ap- 
plause. 

As no muster roll that can be fully relied on 
has come into my possession, [ cannot exactly 
state the number killed on board the Boxer ; but 
from information received from the officers of 
that vessel, it appears there were between twenty 
and thirty-five killed, and fourteen wounded. En- 
closed is a list of the killed and wounded on board 
the Enterprise. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, 
your obedient servant, 

EDW. R. McCALL, Senior Officer. 

Isaac HuLL, Esq., Comm’g Naval Officer 

on the Eastern station, Portland. 


List of the killed and wounded on board the United 
States’ brig Enterprise,in the engagement with the 
British brig Boxer, on the 5th September, 1813. 
Killed.—Nathaniel Garren, ordinary seaman. 
Wounded.—Wiliam Burrows, commander, 

since dead; Kerwin Waters, midshipman, mor- 

tally; Elisha Blossom, carpenter’s mate, since 
dead; David Horton, quartermaster; Russell 

Coates, quartermaster; Thomas Orrings, quar- 

termaster ; Benjamin Gannon, boatswain's mate; 

Scuiler Bradley, seaman ; James Snow,seaman; 

Snow Jones, seaman; Peter Barnard, ordinary 

seaman; William "Thomas, 2d, seaman; John 

Fitzmen, marine. 


EDW. R. McCALL, Senior Officer. 


REMISSION OF PENALTIES AND 
FORFEITURES. 


[Communieated to the House, June 16, 1813.] 


The Acting Secretary of the Treasury, to 
whom was referred the memorial of Stephen 
Girard and others, owners of the ships Good 
Friends, United States, and Amazon, and their 
cargoes, respectfully reports: 


da) os 
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That the above named vessels, with their car- 
goes, consisting of merchandise of the growth, 
produce, or manufacture of Great Britain, having 
left ports in Great Britain in the months of Octo- 
ber and December, 1811, arrived at Amelia Isl- 
and, in East Florida, between the 22d of Decem- 
ber, 1811,and the 10th of February, 1812, and were 
lying in the port of Fernandina, in that island, on 
the 18th of March, 1812, on which day possession 
was taken of the island by George Mathews, 
under a pretended authority from the Govern- 
ment of the United States. Under the same 


out any intention to violate the provisions of the 
act of March Ist, 1809, commonly called the non- 
importation act. By the fifth section of that act, 
the lading of prohibited merchandise on board of 
any vessel in a foreign country, with an intent to 
import the same into the United States, is made 
penal, and subjects the merchandise, and the ves- 
sel on board of which it is laden, to forfeiture. 
But the memorialists represent, that, although 
the ultimate destination of the merchandise was 
for the United States, yet, that it was not their 
intention that it should at any time enter the 


authority, a local government was established by | United States in contravention of the laws; that 
him, and such officers appointed as he deemed | their property was withdrawn from England in 
necessary to administer it. The supercargoes and | the apprehension of its insecurity there from an 


agents for the property on board the vessels in 
question, deeming their situation insecure, and 
that the value of the cargoes would probably in- 
vite hostile or predatory attacks upon them if 
they remained in a port where, within three days, 
the public authority had been exercised under no 
less than three different jurisdictions, and consid- 
ering themselves as already, without their own 
agency or consent, placed, with the property in 
their charge, under the authority: of the United 
States, applied to General Mathews for permis- 
sion to proceed to Philadelphia, under such con- 
ditions and restrictions as might secure the prop- 
erty from the penalties and forfeitures to which, 
by the then existing laws of the United States, it 
would be exposed if imported into the United 
States. General Mathews granted this request, 
considering, as he himself expressed it, “ that the 
vessels and their cargoes were already under the 
protection of the flag of the United States, and 
within the waters of an integral part of our com- 
mon country ;? and that they would not therefore 
be subjected, by going to Philadelphia, to the 
prohibitions of the non-importation law. He 
directed that the vessels and cargoes should be 
delivered in charge to the collector of Philadel- 
phia, should so remain until the determination of 
the Government in relation to them should be 
known, and took bonds for the performance of 
this condition. The vessels left Amelia Island 
on the 10th of April, 1811, and arrived in the 
river Delaware, on their way to Philadelphia, on 
the 19th day of the same month, when they were 
seized by the collector of the district of Dela- 
ware, and were subsequently libelled in the dis- 
trict court of that district, as liable to forfeiture 
for an infringement of the non-importation act. 
The taking possession of Amelia Island by Gen. 
Mathews, in the manner in which it was done, 
and his subsequent acts at that place, being alto- 
gether unauthorized and illegal, the license, or 
permission which he gave for the vessels to pro- 
ceed to Philadelphia was entirely null, and they, 
with their cargoes, were, of course, on coming 
within the jurisdiction of the United States, sub- 
ject to forfeiture. 

These are the material facts in the cases repre- 
sented in the memorial. The grounds on which 
the memorialists ask for relief, are, 

lst. That the lading of the merchandise on 
board their ships, in the first instance, was with- 


approaching state of war; and that it was placed 
in a situation recommended by its supposed safe- 
ty, and by its proximity to the United States, to 
await the time when it might, by an expected 
act of the Government, be made lawful to intro- 
duce it into the United States. The intention of 
violating the law, which is what the act of 
March, 1809, must have contemplated when the 
lading of prohibited merchandise on board a ves- 
sel in a foreign country was made criminal, is 
disowned by the memorialists; and from all the 
circumstances, particularly in Mr. Girard’s case, 
from the application made by him to Congress, 
in the month of March, 1812, for permission by 
law to import the cargo of the ship Good Friends, 
thereby manifesting his disposition to respect the 
laws, and to avoid, in every particular, their in- 
fringement, appears not to have been entertained 
by them. 

2d. That the importation, when actually made, 
was supposed by the memorialists and by their 
agents not to be illegal. The powers which Gen. 
Mathews assumed to possess at Amelia Island, 
could not, from the nature of the case, be inves- 
tigated by the agents of the memorialists there 
present. He pretended to have authority for 
what he did; and exterior circumstances may, in 
some measure, have justified a belief, on their 
part, that his acts were directed, and would be 
sanctioned, by the Government. The vessels and 
their cargoes, on their arrival in Philadelphia, 
were to be put in pussession of the collector of 
the customs, and no intention of a clandestine or 
fraudulent introduction of any part of the mer- 
chandise can be supposed to have been enter- 
tained in the remotest manner by the memo- 
rialists. 

Under these views of the cases of the memo- 
rialists, they would appear to be entitled to relief. 
'The consideration that Congress has, by three 
acts, passed at their last session, directed the pen- 
alties and forfeitures incurred under the same pro- 
hibitory act, by three classes of importers of Brit- 
ish merchandise, to be remitted, strengthens and 
confirms this idea. Butit must be recollected 
that several cases of importations from Amelia 
Island, under circumstances similar to those stated 
in the present memorial, have already occurred 
and been acted on. Petitions for remission hav- 
ing been presented to the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, they were granted under the authority of the 
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general mitigating act of March, 1797, upon cer- 
tain conditions, the effect of which was, to sub- 
ject the merchandise to the payment of the 
double duties imposed by the act of July 1, 1812 ; 
and this upon the ground that, as the merchan- 
dise could not be legally admitted to entry till 
the remission took place, and as this was not 
granted till after the act of July 1, 1812, was in 
operation, it was equally consistent with equity, 
and with the law then in force, that the double 
duties should be made to attach to the merchan- 
dise. The principles which governed in those 
decisions were stated in the letter of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, of the Ist of Febru- 
ary last, of which a copy is annexed to this 
report. Those principles were sanctioned by the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and are under- 
stood to have been concurred in by the House. 
The same measure of justice or of indulgence is 
due to all those standing in the same situation; 
and it is respectfully suggested that the relief 
prayed for by the memorialists in the present case 
should be granted only on the payment of the 
double duties imposed by the act of July 1, 1812; 
or, in other words, on the payment of such duties 
as would be payable on the merchandise if im- 
ported at the time when the act by which the 
Importation already made is legalized, shall be 
passed. 
All which is respectfully submitted, 
W. JONES, 
Acting Sec’y of the Treasury. 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
June 15th, 1813. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States in Congress assembled : 


The memorial of Stephen Girard, of the city 
of Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsylvania, 
merchant, owner of the ship Good Friends, and 
her cargo; Thomson and Morris, of the same 
place, merchants, owners of the ship Amazon, 
and of part of her cargo; Bryan & Schlatter, 
Edward Wilson, Longstreth & Wilson, William 
S. Crothers, and John Vaughan, the legal repre- 
sentatives of Samuel Merrik, lately deceased, all 
of the same place, merchants, also respectively 
part owners of the cargo of the said ship Ama- 
zen; Luke Tiernan & Co., Henry Shroeder and 
Co.,and Levin Wetherill, of Baltimore, in the 
State of Maryland, merchants, also respectively 
part owners of the cargo of thesaid ship Amazon; 
and Jonathan Ogden, of the city of New York, 
merchant, also part owner of the cargo of the 
said ship Amazon ; and Rugan & Rhodes, of the 
city of Philadelphia, merchants, owners of the 
ship United States, and her cargo, respectfully 
showeth : 

That your memorialist, Stephen Girard, repre- 
sented to Congress, at their session in March, 
1812, the circumstances under which his ship the 
Good F'riends, Robert Thompson, master, with a 
value cargo of the manufactures of England, 
(belonging also to him,) had proceeded from Lon- 


don to Amelia Island ; and prayed, in contempla- 
tion of the impending war between the United 
States and Great Britain, that he migbt be per- 
mitted to rescue his property from the danger to 
Which it was exposed, by placing it, upon any 
terms that the wisdom of the Legislature should 
prescribe, within the protection of the United 
States; as will more particularly appear by a 
copy of the representation annexed to the present 
memorial, A. 

That your memorialists, the owners of the 
ships Amazon and the United States, and of their 
respective cargoes, influenced by motives similar 
to those which had actuated Mr. Girard, also re- 
moved their property from the immediate juris- 
diction and power of the British Government, 
and sent it to Amelia Island, as a situation of 
comparative safety, in the event of war. But, 
reposing perfect confidence in the impartiality, 
as well as in the liberality of Congress, they ab- 
stained from addressing your honorable body on 
the occasion ; since the principle of your decision 
on Mr. Girard’s memorial, would naturally be 
applied to all cases within the same reason for 
indulgence and relief. The ship Amazon sailed 
from Liverpool about the fourth of October, 1811, 
and arrived at Amelia Island about the 22d of 
December following. The ship United States 
sailed from Liverpool about the 25th of October, 
1811, and arrived at Amelia Island about the 25th 
of December following. 

That your memorialists, while the attention of 
Congress is again claimed upon this interesting 
subject, deem it proper, solemnly and explicitly 
to declare, that, although they were desirous to 
withdraw their respective funds from England, 
and to reap the emolument of a fair trade in the 
goods which they had respectively ordered, yet 


j that they never did intend to make the shipments 


in England, or to import the goods into any dis- 
trict of the United States, in violation of the 
laws of their country. True it is, that, at the 
time of the shipments, your memorialists antici- 
pated, either as a consequence of an adjustment 
of the differences subsisting between the United 
States and Great Britain, or as a consequence of 
a formal declaration of war, that an importation 
would, eventually, be rendered lawful; but they 
utterly deny that the shipments were made with 
a view to an importation, in peace or in war, at 
any period of time, or under any change of cir- 
cumstances, without the direct and positive sanc- 
tion of the American Government. 

That, in connexion, however, with this declar- 
ation, your memorialists respectfully remark, that 
notwithstanding the existence of the non-impor- 
tation act, the citizens of the United States 
might lawfully transport their property, consist- 
ing of British products or fabrics, from one Brit- 
ish port to another; or from a British port to the 
ports of any other foreign nation ; and an ulterior 
design to bring the property to their own home, 
Whenever that course might also be lawfully pur- 
sued, has never been denounced, and ean never 
be justly denounced, as a subject for prosecution 
and punishment: for, if upon a rigid interpretà- 
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tion of a doubtful expression, it has been alleged 
that a penalty is incurred, by the act of putting 

oods of British growth or manufacture, on 
board of any ship or vessel, with intention of im- 
porting them into the United States, “against the 
prohibition or the true intent and meaning of the 
law,” even before the goods have been brought 
within the jurisdiction of the United States, yet 
neither the spirit nor the language of the law can 
ever be so strained as to affix the same penalty 
to the act of putting such goods on board of any 
ship or vessel, with the qualified, contingent, and 
avowed intention of importing them, only when, 
and after, the legislative prohibition had ceased, 
and the intent and meaning of the law could not 
possibly be contravened. 

That your memorialists having, with these un- 
offending dispositions, transported their property 
from England to the port of Fernandina, in Ame- 
lia Island, were anxiously but submissively wait- 
ing the decision of Congress upon their case, 
when a political revolution suddenly occurred, 
which transferred the possession and jurisdiction 
of the Island from Spain to the United States. 
It appears, from the public documents of the 
time, that, in consequence of an insurrection of 
the neighboring inhabitants, the town of Fernan- 
dina surrendered to an armed party, calling them- 
selves “the Patriots? on the 17th of March, 
1812; that the Patriots, on the ensuing day, 
entered into capitulation with General George 
Mathews, at the head of the land and naval 
forces of the United States, ceding to him the 
town, the harbor, and the adjacent country, as 
the deputed Commissioner of the United States, 
to receive the cession; and that General Mathews 
took immediate possession of Fernandina, ap- 
pointed a judge, a collector, a harbor master, and 
a notary public; and exercised all the other fanc- 
tions of government, civil and military, in the 
name and on behalf of the United States. 

That your memorialist are aware of the disclo- 
Sure, at a period long subsequent, of the secret act 
of Congress, passed on the 15th of January, 1811, 
authorizing the President, upon the occurrence of 
certain events, to take possession of the territory 
lying east of the river Perdido, and south of the 
` State of Georgia, and the Mississippi Territory, of 
the commission and instructions issued to General 
Mathews and Colonel McKee, jointly and sever- 
ally, for carrying the provisions of the act into 
effect; and of the judgment of the President, that 
General Mathews, in accepting the cession of 
Fernandina, under the circumstances which have 
been stated, transgressed the limits of his commis- 
slon. But your memorialists, with great defer- 
ence, observe, that, in a transaction to which the 
Legislative and Executive Departments of the 

overnment had thus affixed the seal of secrecy 
and confidence, a knowledge of the lawcould not 
be acquired, by the ordinary means of informa- 
tion; and every citizen was obliged, every citi- 
zen was bound, to presume the competency and 

_ the validity of General Matthews’s authority, sim- 
.Ply because the authority was exercised. ‘The 
ommissioner might, therefore, be personally re- 


sponsible for his conduct; reparation might be 
come due, as for a violation of the territory and 
sovereignty of a foreign Power ; and individuals, 
upon the spot, might be involved in losses, for 
which no indemnity could be obtained: but it 
will be without precedent, as it is, most mani- 
festly, without principle, that the American Gov- 
ernment should take advantage of the honest de- 
lusion produced by the public conduct of an ac- 
credited agent, acting under color of a secret com- 
mission, to entangle its own citizens in the net 
of legal confiscation. 

That, as soon as the revolution of Fernandina 
appeared to be consummated, by the organization 
and establishment of a government under the 
authority of the United States, the masters of the 
ships, belonging, as before mentioned, to your 
memorialists, and the supereargoes charged with 
the care of the goods on board, saw that the dan- 
ger and the difficulty of their situation were 
greatly increased, without their participation in 
the cause. By an act performed in the name, 
and under the authority of the United States, 
Amelia Island had become an American posses- 
sion; the vessels and cargoes of your memori- 
alists, without their intention or knowledge, were 
subjected to the American jurisdiction ; the isl- 
and nolonger remaining a neutral asylum, seemed 
to present an attitude of defiance towards Eng- 
land, as well as Spain; and the rich accumu- 
lation of American property in the harbor of Fer- 
nandina, offered so strong a temptation, that any 
other inducement was scarcely wanting, to insure 
a predatory visit, under whatever pretext, from 
some of the belligerent cruisers or privateers. To 
remain, therefore, at Amelia Island, in this unex- 
pected change of circumstances, was thought a 
wilful sacrifice of the ships and cargoes. The 
alternative of seeking another safe and peaceful 
port, in a foreign country, was thought imprac- 
ticable: for, no voyage could be undertaken, with 
a hope of avoiding capture; no insurance could 
be effected, at any rate of premium; and, after all, 
what port was open for selection, to which the bel- 
ligerents, with hostile views, could not also resort ? 
In this dilemma, it was natural, it was proper, that 
the agents of your memorialists should apply 
for advice and assistance, to the Commissioner 
of the United States, whose public conduct (then 
deemed to be duly authorized) had contributed to 
embarrass them ; and let it be remarked, that, even 
if they had been disposed rather to place the pro- 
perty of your memorialists within the reach of 
their own Government, as an object of confisca- 
tion, than to expose it to the belligerents, as an 
object of pillage, the patriotism of the choice 
might serve, in the most unfavorable result, as 
some excuse for its imprudence. 

But your memorialists further respectfully rep- 
resent, that their agents, well knowing the nature 
and obligation of the instructions which they had 
received, felt no disposition, under any aspect of 
affairs, to enter the ports of the United States, in 
violation of thelaw. Of the authority of General 
Mathews to accept the cession of Fernandina, 
upon the terms of the capitulation, they never 
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conceived a doubt; of the Constitutional or legal 
effect of the cession to identify Amelia Island 
with the territory of the United States, they never 
presumed to form an opinion; of the public policy 
and lawfulness of removing the American prop- 
erty from Amelia Island, they believed General 
Mathews to bea competent judge; but, still, with 
respect to all these considerations, they referred 
their conduct implicitly to the order and guidance 
of the Commissioner, acting in the name and 
under the authority of the United States, as will 
more particularly appear by their address, and 
his answer, of which copies are annexed to this 
memorial, B, C. 

'Phat from these, and other documents now 
exhibited, your memorialists are confident that it 
will be satisfactorily proved to your honorable 
body, that the ships and cargoes belonging to them, 
as before stated, were not voluntarily brought by 
their agents from Amelia Island into the United 
States, with a design to contravene the prohibi- 
tion of the act of Congress respecting goods of 
British growth or manufacture; but that they 
were sent hither, under an apparently lawful 
license, upon motives of public policy, in a case 
of necessity, to be disposed of as the Government 
should be pleased, eventually, to direct: Thus, 

1. The agents of your memorialists, declaring 
that they did not wish to violate any law, and 
expressing a belief that General Mathews pos- 
sessed sufficient powers for the occasion, suggest- 
ed that permission might be granted to proceed 
from Amelia Island to Philadelphia, as a place of 
refuge and safety, under bonds to deliver the ships 
and eargoes into the hands of the collector, sub- 
ject to the orders of the President. 

2. General Mathews, acting upon a knowledge 
of his powers, and exercising his own judgment, 
adopted the suggestion ; considering the ships and 
cargoes to be under the protection of the capitu- 
lation, by which Amelia Island was ceded to the 
United States; considering, on motives of public 
policy, as well as of private justice, that the large 
amount of property, at Amelia Island, would be 
ap additional attraction to the belligerents, and, 
probably, lead to hostilities at that place ; consid- 
ering, that, in consequence of the cession, the 
vessels and cargoes were under the protection of 
the flag of the United States, in the waters of an 
integral part of the common country; and con- 
sidering that, for these reasons, the ships and 
cargoes could no longer be subject to the penalty 
of the non-importation law, upon entering a port 
of the United States, with the sanction of his 
license. 

3. But, at the moment of issuing the license, 
bonds were exacted from your memorialists, with 
a condition, “to produce, to the collector of the 
district of Amelia Island, within six months, a 
certificate that the cargoes had been delivered to 
the collector of Philadelphia, and to remain in 
his charge until the determination of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States should be known;” 
and, with these bonds, the ships and cargoes 
sailed, and were actually consigned to the col- 
lector of the port of Philadelphia, under the 


license of a letter, which Governor Mathews 
addressed to that officer, bearing date the 31st of 
March, 1812. (D.) 

That it is thus manifestly proved, that the 
ships and cargoes, belonging to your memorialists, 
as before stated, were sent, for safety, about the 
10th of April, 1812, from Amelia Island, into the 
waters of the United States, under a public li- 


cense, to be delivered (not to their respective . 


owners, but) to the officers of the Government in 
the port of Philadelphia; subject (not to the 
orders of their respective owners, but) to the 
orders of the President. The ships and cargoes, 
aecordingly, arrived in the Delaware, about the 
19th of April, in their passage to the port of 
Philadelphia; but, notwithstanding the peculiar 
circumstances under whieh they arrived, with a 
fair destination to the port of the owners, for de- 
livery to the collector there, by the order of Gen- 
eral Mathews, and, notwithstanding the certain 
and continued power of the Government over the 
property, in the port of Philadelphia, as well as 
elsewhere, within the territory of the United 


States, the ships and cargoes were seized, upon , 


an alleged breach of the non-importation law, in 
the district of Delaware, and carried to the port 
of Wilmington, for trial and-adjudication. And, 
by these proceedings, your memorialists (without 
indulging the useless language of complaint) have 
to lament that they are involved in a forfeiture 
of the bonds which have been given at Amelia 
Island; that they are deprived of the benefit of 
the decision of the Government, upon the ques- 
tion of admitting or excluding the ships and car- 
goes, for refuge and safety, if not for importa- 
tion and trade; that they have been compelled 
to obtain a restitution of their property, upon 
bonds, with sureties, for their respective interests, 
amounting to the aggregate sum of $645,731 22; 
of which the interest of one of your memorialists, 
alone, (Stephen Girard,) amounts to the sum of 
$303,488 S3; that they have been obliged to 
secure and to pay the duties of tonnage and im- 
post upon their ships and cargoes, (amounting at 
least to a sum of $94,338 11) even before the 
fate of the property is ascertained; and, finally, 
that they are constrained, at a crisis of such pub- 
lie importance, to obtrude upon the time and at- 
tention of Congress a respectful, but earnest, 
solicitation for relief from the prosecution which 
threatens them. 

And here your memorialists rest, with a confi- 
dence, which every consideration of the wisdom, 
the justice, and the impartiality of Congress is 
calculated to fortify and confirm. They have 
seen, with sentiments of unqualified approbation, 
a legislative interposition, to save from ruin of 
heavy penalties and forfeitures, a class of citizens, 
who, proceeding upon a sincere, though mistaken 
anticipation of the alleged revocation of the Brit- 
ish Orders in Council, in relation to the Ameri- 
can non-importation system, voluntarily and un- 
lawfully sent their vessels, and their cargoes, in 
a direct voyage from England to the United 
States. They now present a case, in which an 
importation into the United States was never 
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contemplated, pending the existence of the non- 
importation law; in which property has been 
placed within the jurisdiction of the United States 
by the force of events beyond the influence and 
control of its owners; in which the authority of 
the Government was employed (colorably at least) 
to produce those events; and in which the ships 
and cargoes of your memorialists, brought into 
the waters of the United States, under the license 
of a publie agent, for the purposes of refuge and 
safety, have been unjustly branded with the of- 
fence of an illicit importation for the purposes of 
trade. Does not the honor of the Government, 
then, equally with the innocence or the misfor- 
tune of your memorialists, seem, in such a case, 
to demand that the claim of confiscation should 
be effectually silenced? A court of law may 
construe the words of the prohibitory act so as to 
embrace, in its penal dispensations, a contingent 
and eventual intention, as well as a wilful and 
direct intention, to import. A judge may regard 
the defective authority of a publie agent as no 
authority to justify, or excuse, an acquiescence 
in its exercise. The equitable jurisdiction of the 
Treasury Department, also, may be deemed in- 
adequate to remit an imputed forfeiture of a na- 
ture so complex, and of a magnitude so great. 
But, in Congress, every power resides to display 
the honor, the justice, and the liberality of the 
nation, and to Congress your memorialists defini- 


tively appeal. 
STEPHEN GIRARD. 

Thomson & Morris, Longstreth & Wilson, 
Wm. S. Crothers, Bryam & Schlatter, 
Rugan & Rhodes, Edward Wilson, 

Jn. Vaughan, administrator of S. Merril. 

Jona. Ogden, by his attorney, E. Thompson. 
PuiLApDELPH1IA, May 28, 1813. 


A. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America, in Congress assembled, 
the memorial of Stephen Girard, of the city of 
Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsylvania, mer- 
chant, respectfully showeth : 

F That your memorialist, who has been engaged, 
. for many years, in the prosecution of an exten- 

_ Sive commerce, feels pride and pleasure in being 
able to affirm, that the operations of his personal 

ndustry, and pecuniary capital, have not, in any 

‘instance, been injurious to his country, nor dis- 

honorable to himself. And at the moment of 

; Soliciting your attention for the object of the pres- 

nt memorial he prays you to believe that he 

ims not, in any degree, to obstruct the policy of 
he Government, nor to obtain from legislative 

“favor an indulgence which is incompatible with 

egislative impartiality. 

hat your memorialist perceives, in the exist- 
hg system, prohibiting the importation of Brit- 
ce sh merchandise into the United States, a design 
to coerce the justice of a foreign Power, through 
he medium of its interest; but it cannot be pre- 

‘sumed that a system, calculated to vindicate the 

ational rights, will be allowed to impair the na- 

13th Cox. 2d Szss.—81 


tional resources; or that the means employed to 
redress the wrongs of an American citizen, shall 
be rendered the means more completeiy to im- 
poverish and oppress him. 

That, before the prohibitory system was adopted 
and enforced, there had been intrusted, either di- 
rectly or circuitously, to the care of British mer- 
chants, in Europe, a considerable portion of the 
commercial capital of the United States, which, 
upon the adoption of that system, it became oh- 
viously the interest of the nation at large, as well 
as of the individual proprietors, to withdraw. 
And although the immediate policy of our Gov- 
ernment prevented an investment in British pro- 
ducts or manufactures, the American capitalists 
were enabled, for a time, by fortuitous circum- 
stances, to make important returns in the public 
stock of the United States, and in the stock 
of the late Bank of the United States, as well as 
by bills of exchange. 

That the efficacy of the prohibitory system has 
been thought, so far, to require a general restraint ; 
but, upon principle, a clear and satisfactory dis- 
tinction has always existed, and must forever ex- 
ist, between the case of the merchant, who seeks 
to purchase with money, or on credit, British 
produce and manufactures, for the current pur- 
poses of trade, and that of the merchant who 
is forced into a similar investment, for the sole 
purpose of bringing home his pecuniary funds, 
which had previously accumulated in the hands 
of a foreign agent. In the former case, a new, 
source of encouragement may be opened to the 
British manufacturer; but, in the latter, the in- 
cidental consideration of British profit is lost, 
while we estimate the more important effect 
which adds the fruits of American enterprise to 
the active wealth of the country. 

That, connected with these views which the 
prohibitory system alone presents, your memo- 
rialist respectfully submits to the wisdom of Con- 
gress the considerations that arise from an ap- 
proaching war. In contemplation of war, every 
Government endeavors to preserve the property 
of its citizens from the grasp of an enemy; and. 
even few treaties are formed, without guarding 
against the violent effects of a sudden rupture, 
by an express stipulation, that, in such event, the 
citizens of the contracting parties inhabiting the 
territory of each other, shall enjoy a reasonable 
opportunity to remove themselves and their goods. 
The prohibitory system prevented the importation 
of British merchandise into the United States; 
but the strong and continued indications of an 
approaching war admonished every American 
citizen to remove his property, in any practicable 
mode, to any lawful place of deposite, out of the 
sphere of British seizureand confiscation. Hence, 
when it was no longer practicable, in the ordinary 
modes of remittance, by bills of exchange, or by 
purchases of American stock, to transfer pecuni- 
ary funds from England to America; when gold 
and silver were scarcely current, and could not 
be exported ; and when the depreciated state even 
of bank notes, forbade the voluntary acceptance 
of any payment for a debt, in the paper medium 
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of the Kingdom; the American saw no other 
prospect, to rescue his fortune from the impend- 
ing war, than in investment in British merchan- 
dise, which, without offending English or Ameri- 
can laws, he might transport to an asylum of 
temporary security, if not of ultimate emolument, 
in some neutral country. 

That, resting his hope upon these general 
foundations, your memorialist proceeds, with de- 
ference and respect, to represent the peculiar cir- 
cumstances of his own case, ina brief but dis- 
tinct narrative, which he is ready to verify, with 
all.the formalities of legal evidence. "Thus, it 
has been his course of trade for several years 
past, to send valuable cargoes, consisting of the 
produce of the United States, and of the produce 
and. fabric of the East and West Indies, in his 
own vessels, to the continent of Europe, where, 
the.cargoes being sold, the greater portion of the 
proceeds of the sales has been invested, from time 
to time, in Spanish milled dollars, and sent, in 
the same vessels, to the Isles of France and Bour- 
bon, Java, Madras, Calcutta, and Canton, to pro- 
cure return ‘cargoes for the port of Philadelphia. 
'T'he proceeds of sales, which were not thus em- 
ployed, were remitted to London; but, in the 
year 1807, when the embarrassments and dangers 
of neutral commerce had greatly increased, your 
memorialist deemed it expedient to abandon the 
scheme of circuitous voyages; his vessels were 
ordered to return immediately from Europe to 
America, and his consignees upon the Continent 
were instructed to remit the whole proceeds of 
his consignments to Messrs. Baring, Brothers, 
anj Co., of London, for his use. In consequence 
of these arrangements, it will appear, from a 
schedule annexed to this memorial, A, that, on 
the 31st of December, 1808, the balance in favor 
of your memorialist, in the hands of Messrs. Bar- 
ing, Brothers, and Co., amounted to £33,681 17s. 
sterling; that, during the year 1809, the sum of 
£131,003 5s. 9d. sterling, was remitted from the 
Continent to the London house; and the sum of 
£62,042 16s. 8d., was drawn for by your memo- 
rialist, leaving, on the 31st of December, 1809, a 
balance in his favor, amounting to £102,642 6s. 
ld. sterling; that, during the year 1810, the sum 
of £69,500 1s. 11d. sterling, was remitted from 
the Continent to the London house, and the sum 
of £45,440 15s. 7d. sterling was drawn for by 

our memorialist, leaving, on the 31st of Decem- 

er, 1810, a balance in his favor, amounting to 
£116,771 12s. 5d. sterling ; and that, during the 
year 1811, the sum of £77,794 1s. 4d. sterling, 
was remitted from the Continent to the London 
house, finally placing in their hands an aggregate 
amount of £154,495 13s. 9d. sterling, subject to 
the orders of your memorialist. 

That your memorialist here prays leave to re- 
mark, that this accumulation of funds in the 
hands of the London house did not arise from a 
course of English trade, nor was it designed for 
an investment in British merchandise. The fact 
is, that Messrs. Baring, Brothers, & Co. were con- 
stituted the European bankers of your memorial- 
ist, and were instructed to make remittances to 


him in American stock and bank shares, The 
commencement of the year 1811, however, ex- 
hibited a crisis the most alarming. On the one 
hand, the hope of obtaining satisfactory remit- 
tances from England vanished; while, on the 
other, the prospect of inevitable war seemed to 
put at hazard the property itself. In this situa- 
tion, your memorialist determined to close his 
European transactions, and to collect, at a point 
nearer to his home, his various pecuniary re- 
sources. In the fulfilment of this determination, 
he employed the proper agents, and the result has 
been the investment of a part of his funds in 
American stock, and bank shares; of another 
part in British merchandise ; and still leaving a 
balance of £40,639 4s. 2d. sterling, in his favor, 
in the hands of Baring, Brothers, & Co. 

That your memorialist, with a more particular 
view to the relief that he seeks, further repre- 
sents that the British merchandise thus procured 
and specified in the statement marked B, having 
not yet received the original invoices, was ship- 
ped on board his vessel called the Good Friends , 
Robert Thompson, master, which sailed about the 
4th of January, 1812, from the port of London, 
for Amelia Island, Rio Janeiro, and Philadelphia ; 
the last place being mentioned in the. clearance, 
because Captain Thompson had given bond to 
land certain articles there, viz: three anchors, 
twenty-five boxes of sheathing copper, and two 
barrels patent copper sheathing nails, intended for 
the use of my ships; that the vessel arrived at 
Amelia Island about the 9th of February, and 
that she there lies with her cargo, constituting, 
together, a property amounting, as per statement, 
to £66,943 19s. 1d. sterling, exposed to tempests 
and fire, to felonious depredations, and hostile 
capture. 

And now your memorialist, having shown the 
origin and progress of the present transaction, by 
which he has rescued his property from the pos- 
session of a contemplated enemy, at the eve of a 
public war, presumes most earnestly, though most. 
respectfully, to hope, that he may be permitted, al-. 
so, to rescue it from the existing danger, by placing 
it, upon any terms, within the jurisdiction, and.un- 
der the protection, of the United States. If, not- 
withstanding the peculiar circumstances of the 
case, it shall be deemed inexpedient to admit his 
vessel and cargo to a general entry, he concludes 
with praying that they may be admitted to take 
refuge in the possession of the revenue officers of 
any port of the United States, until a season of 
greater safety. 

PnuiLADELPHIA, March 9, 1812. 


Explanatory Statement, A. 

These several years past, I have been in the 
habit to ship, on my account, cargoes consisting 
of produce of the United States, and other arti- 
cles of India, West India, &c., to the continent 
of Europe. Those shipments have been disposed 
of, at their respective destinations, by the con- 
signees; and, in many instances, the greatest 
part of their proceeds were invested in Spanish 
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milled dollars, &¢., and shipped on board of my 

ships or vessels for the Isles of France and Bour- 
' bon, Java, Madras, Calcutta, and Canton, and 
back to this port. "The residue of the net pro- 
ceeds of the original cargoes was remitted, from 
time to time, to my London friends, until July, 
1807, when the increasing difficulties compelled 
me to order my ships back direct from said con- 
tinent of Europe to this port, and to request my 
consignees to remit my funds to Messrs. Baring, 
Brothers, & Co., merchants, of London, subject 
to my order, as it appears by the following state- 


ment, viz: 


On the 31st of December, 1808, balance in my 
favor in the hands of the London house £33,681 


17s. sterling. 


During the year 1809, £131,003 5s. 9d. sterling, 
were remitted from Amsterdam, &c., to the Lon- 
don house, and my bills, &c.. on said house, dur- 


ing that year, amounted to £62,042 16s. 8d. 


On the 31st December, 1809, balance in my 


favor, £102,642, 6s. 1d. 


In the year 1810, remittances from the Conti- 
nent, amounting to £59,500 1s. 11d. sterling, were 
made-on my account, and the amount of my bills, 


&c; during that year, £45,440 15s. 7d. 


Balance in my favor, on 31st December, 1810, 


£116,701 12s. 5d. sterling. 


The remittances made on my account, in the 
year 1811, by my consignees, on the continent of 
Baring, Brothers, & Co., 


Europe, to Messrs. 
amounted to £77,794 1s. 4d. 


The lowness of exchange on England, with the 


increasing danger and difficulties which our com- 
merce experienced in Europe, together with the 
apparent gradual depreciation of British sterling 
bank notes, and the rumors of war between this 
country and some of the belligerent Powers, ren- 
dered me very uneasy, particularly as I had not 
received those remittances which I had requested 
my London friends to make me in American 
stocks and in United States’ Bank shares. After 
meditating on these unfavorable prospects, in 
July last I decided to liquidate the unsettled bu- 
siness which I had on the continent of Europe, 
and to draw from there and from England all the 
funds which I had in those countries. For that 
purpose, I appointed two confidential agents; one 
is Mr. Charles N. Bancker, a competent judge of 
dry goods, whom I furnished with a letter of 
credit on Messrs. Baring, Brothers, & Co., of 
London, for £50,000 sterling, to be invested in 
British manufactures, to be shipped, on my ac- 
count, on board of my ship Good Friends. The 
other agent was Mr. Joseph Curwen, a merchant 
of this city, whom I invested with my general 
power of attorney to settle all my European busi- 
ness, and to remit me my funds as fast as practi- 
cable. That gentleman was also authorized to 
farnish Mr. Charles N. Bancker with an addi- 
tional sum of £10,000 sterling, to be also invested 
in British manufactures, if he should judge ad- 
visable. 

Mr. Charles N. Bancker went from New York, 
early in August, 1811, to England, where he at- 
tended the business allotted to him. Mr. Joseph 


Curwen sailed from the river Delaware, on or 
about the Ist of August last, in my ship Goud 
Friends, Robert Thompson, master, for Lisbon; 
there attended to the sales of that ship’s cargo, 
consisting of flour; went to Cadiz on business of 
his own; and from there proceeded to London, 
where he arrived in October last, superintending 
my interest, and investing funds, on my account, 
in American 6 per cent. stock, at 12 per cent. 
above par, and United States’ Bank shares at 
about £94 10s. per share, to the amount of £153,- 
856 9s. 7d. sterling, including £66,943 19s. 1d. 
sterling amount of British manufactures selected, 
purchased, and shipped, on my account, by Mr. 
Charies N. Bancker, &c., on board of the ship 
Good Friends, Robert Thompson, master. 

Qn or about the 20th of November last, Mr. 
Joseph Curwen went from England over to the 
continent of Europe, for the purpose of settling 
my concerns at Hamburg, Riga, and Sweden. 

Mr. Charles N. Bancker sailed from Ports- 
mouth, England, passenger on board of the ship 
Good Friends, on the 4th of January last. At his 
departure from the country, there was still a bal- 
ance in my favor of £40,639 4s. 2d. sterling in 
the hands of Messrs. Baring, Brothers, & Co. 

The funds which I had, and still have, in Eng- 
land, result altogether out of the proceeds of the 
shipments on my account, which I have con- 
signed to my agents on the continent of Europe, 
who, after having sold my goods, have remit- 
ted their proceeds to Messrs. Baring, Brothers, 
& Co. 

The foregoing statement of the yearly balance 
due me by Messrs. Baring, Brothers, & Co., of 
London, ever since the 31st of December, 1808, 
may, at all times, be proved by my books; also, 
by the accounts current which I have received 
from that house; thcir correspondence with me; 
and by the several accounts of sales, accounts 
current, and letters received from my agents and 
consignees, of my shipments to said continent of 
Europe. 

The ship Good Friends, Robert Thompson, 
master, with a cargo of British manufactures, 
amounting to £66,943 19s. 1d., including three 
anchors, sheathing copper, copper nails, bunting, 
and other articles, for the use of my ships, was 
cleared out in London, for Amelia Island, Rio 
Janeiro. and Philadelphia. Sailed from England 
on the 4th of January last, and arrived at Amelia 
Island on the 9th ultimo. Capt. Robert Thomp- 
son having been compelled to give a bond for the 
landing of the copper and anchors in a port of 
the United States, is, as E am informed, the cause 
which bas induced the collector of the British 
customs to insert Philadelphia in the clearance of 
said ship. . 

My ship Good Friends and cargo, at Amelia 
Island, being subject to loss by tempest, fire, cap- 
ture, &c., I am anxious to secure that valuable 
property in a. place of safety, by being permitted 
to order said ship, with her cargo, round to this 
port; here to enter said cargo for exportation, and 
to have the same landed and stored under the care 
of the custom-house, except the three anchors, the 


2567 


APPENDIX. 


2568 


Remission of Penalties and Forfeitures. 


sheathing copper, and copper nails, a small ball 
of bunting, four night glasses, with several charts, 
amounting to £1,563 18s. sterling, which, being 
intended for the use of my ships, part of them are 
now wanted for a new ship which Iam fitting 
out. 


Statement of Stephen Girard’s account with Messrs. 
4 Baring, Brothers, & Co., of London. 
1808, December 31. Balance in favor of Stephen Gi- 
rard- - - - - - £33,681 17 0 
1809. December 31. Remittances from 
the Continent, made them by Hope 
& Co, &c., on Stephen Girard’s 
account, during this year, together 131,003 5 9 
164,685 2 9 
Deduct for sundry of my drafts on 
them, and payments they made on e 
my account, during this year - 62,042 16 8 


Balance due Stephen Girard, 31st De- 
cember, 1809 - - - - 
1810. December 31. Remittances from 
the Continent, &c., made them on 
Stephen Girard’s account, during 
this year — - - - - - 


102,642 6 


>] 


59,500 1 11 
Deduct for sundry of my drafts on 
them, and payments made on my 


account, during this year — - - 45,440 15 7 


1811. January 1. Balance due Ste- 
phen Girard, 31st December, 1810 
December 31. Amount of remittances 
received by them on my account 
from the Continent, &c., during the 


116,701 19 5 


year 1811. - =- - + - 77,794 1 4 
194,495 13 9 
Deduct amount of my drafts on them, 
their remittances in bank and Uni- 
ted States stock, payments made 
to Mr. Charles N. Bancker, &c., du- 
ring the year 1811, and up to the 
8th January, 1812 - - - 153,856 9 7 
Balance due to Stephen Girard on the 
8th January, 1812 - - £40,639 4 2 


B. 


To General George Mathews, Commissioner 
United States. 


We, the undersigned, masters and supercar- 
goes of the following American vessels and their 
cargoes, viz: the ship United States, of Philadel- 
phia, James Girdon, master, George Rugan, agent 
for the owners; the ship Amazon, of New York, 
George R. Turner, master, and agent for con- 
signees and owners; the ship Good Friends, of 
Philadelphia, Robert Thompson, master, and 

. William Adgate, supereargo; being ander great 
apprehension for the safety of the vessels and 
property under their charge, are induced thus to 
Offer you a statement of their cases. 

The ship United States arrived at Amelia on 


of the 


the 25th of December, 1811, from Liverpool, with 
a cargo consisting of crates of earthenware and 
blankets, the property of Rugan and Rhodes, 
merchants and citizens of the United States, resi- 
dent in Philadelphia; the ship Amazon arrived 
at Amelia on the 22d of December, from Liver- 
pool, with a cargo of dry goods belonging to 
citizens of the United States, residing in Phila- 
delphia, New York, and Baltimore; the ship 
Good Friends arrived at Amelia on the 10th of 
February, from London, with a cargo of dry goods 
belonging to Mr. Stephen Girard, a citizen of 
the United States, and resident merchant in Phil- 
adelphia. 

The undersigned beg leave to state that, by 
reason of the non-importation law, they could not 
enter the waters of the United States. In conse- 
quence of which, they came here to wait until 
they could be legally admitted; having remained 
here from the dates above-mentioned, with all 
their cargoes on board, which will appear by the 
bills of lading, and other documents, until the 
late occurrences, which have placed our vessels 
and property under the protection of the United 
States. That they are fearful that, in the event 
of hostilities being commenced, and this being the 
seat of war, the property may not be safe in its 
present situation. Not wishing to violate any 
law, and deeming you authorized, we are induced, 
for the safety of the property in question, to re- 
quest permission from you to proceed to the port 
of Philadelphia, under such conditions and re- 
strictions as shall secure the property from the 

enalties which might arise out of the existing 
aws of the United States. Agreeably to your 
request, we lay before you the amount of the car- 
goes, as far as they can at present be ascertained, 
which we suppose will amount in all to about 
five hundred thousand dollars. 
JAMES GIRDON, 
GEORGE DUGAN, 
GEO. R. TURNER, | 
ROBERT THOMPSON, 
WILLIAM ADGATE. 


FERNANDINA, AMELIA, 
March 26, 1812. 


Bales 195, woollens, consisting of point blankets, com- 
mon cloths, and flannels, about - £15,000 0 0 
Cases 34, thicksets, velveteens, and 
cords - - - - - - 
Cases 50, dimities - - . - 
Fifty-two trunks one hundred and 
twenty-eight cases calicoes - - 
Cases 12, checks - - - - 
Cases 10, cotton counterpanes - * 
Trunks 20, cotton umbrellas - - 
Cases 28, cotton cassimeres, buff and 
blue nankeens - - - - 
Trunks 30, cotton hosiery - - 
Twenty-seven bales forty-eight cases 
cotton shirtings  - - - - 
One hundred and thirty-four cases 
thirty-two trunks colored muslins, 
ginghams, handkerchiefs, &c. - 


3,100 
4,200 


850 
480 


0 
0 
15000 ^0 
0 
0 
480 0 


1600 0 0 
1650 0 0 
6,565 5 


15460 0 0 


£64,335 5 4 
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Twenty mats wire ) 
Three casks wire 

Fifty barrels dry white lead - 
Fifty kegs dry, ground in oil 

Eight casks litharge 


£65,380 0 9 


Amount of copper, &c., purchased by 
William Adgate, about - - 5 


£66,943 19 1 


C. 
Fernanpina, March 27, 1812. 


GENTLEMEN: I have received your statement, 
and do not hesitate as to the justice and reason 
of your request; but wish, for your own interest, 
as well as for publie satisfaction, that the mode 
may be varied ; which may be done without mili- 


tating against the essential part of your petition. 


In your address to me I should prefer, to the 
. present form, your briefly stating the names of 


the ships, owners, amount of cargo, the port last 
from, and date they were riding at anchor in these 
waters, under the protection of the Spanish flag, 
when, on the 17th instant, the flag was changed 
by articles of capitulation with the late Patriots 
of this district, and their flag hoisted ; that, in the 
aforesaid articles, protection is afforded to ship- 
ping and merchandise of every description, and 
that, by the cession of the Patriots of this district, 
on the 18th, to the United States, through me, as 
United States’ Commissioner, I have, in my offi- 
cial capacity, guarantied the observance of the 
capitulation; that, unless my interference is af- 
forded in the way and manner you point out, you 


, expect the consequences you appear to, and I 


have no doubt really dread for. I fully concur 
in opinion with you, that the large amount of 
property here would be an additional incitement 
to the belligerents to visit this place, and am 
desirous to remove every source which, in ils con- 
sequences, might lead to hostilities. I shall, how- 
ever, require that a schedule of the property re- 
moved be given, and that you enter into bonds 
and seeurity to the President of the United States, 
that your ships and cargoes shall be under the di- 
rection and control of the collectors of the ports 
to which your ships may be destined, until fur- 
ther orders from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
or the Government of the ae PR. 

1 tlemen, your obedient servant, 

ee ee GEO. MATHEWS. 

Messrs, J. Ginpox, G. Ruean, G. R. Turner, 

R. Tuomrson, and W. Wingate. 


D. 
East FLonipa, March 31, 1812. 


Dear Sig: A revolution has lately been ef- 


fected in East Florida, and the late province, 


With the exception of the town and citadel of St. 
Augustine, ceded to the United States by the 
constituted local authorities, through me, as Uni- 


ted States Commissioner. 


1,044 15 5| delphia, 


1,563 18 4 


Previous to the cession, the ship Good Friends, 
owned by Stephen Girard, merchant, of -Phila- 
of which Robert Thompson is master, 
from London, was riding at anchor in the Span- 
ish waters of Amelia river, laden as per manifest 
enclosed will appear, when, on the 16th instant, 
the Patriots summoned the town of Fernandina 
to surrender. It capitulated on the 17th instant, 
and, on the 18th, the Patriots ceded an extensive 
district, including the town, waters, and islands, 
to the United States, through me, as United 
States’ Commissioner. In that capacity, by vir- 
tue of powers vested in me, I took possession, 
with a detachment of United States troops, to 
hold and defend the same for the United States, 
stipulating, in my acceptance of the cession, to 
observe inviolate the articles of capitulation of 
Fernandina, which affords protection to property 
of every description—a copy of which has been 
duly transmitted to the Secretary of the Treasury 
of the United States; and, at the same time, I 
forwarded, with others, a statement of the lead- 
ing circumstances that relate to this ship and 
cargo. Having a full conviction that neither 
the ship nor cargo will be subject to the penalties 
of the non-importation and non-intereourse laws, 
in consequence of her entering a port or ports of 
the United States, I have, for the following rea- 
sons and circumstances, thought proper to grant 
permission for her to proceed to the port of Phila- 
delphia. I consider her now to be under the pro- 
tection and flag of the United States, and in the 
waters of an integral part of our common country. 

I have taken bond and security for the amount 
of forty-six thousand six hundred and twenty 
dollars, that the vessel and the whole of the cargo 
shall be delivered in charge to the collector of the 
port of Philadelphia, until the determination of 
the Government of the United States be known, 
as relates to her case, and that the ship and cargo 
shall be subject to the direction of the collector. 

Besides the justice of the measure I have adopt- 
ed, in ordering her a clearance, I think good policy 
dictates the propriety of the measure at this crisis: 
for she, with others under exactly, and some un- 
der nearly, similar cireumstances, would probably, 
if they remained here, invite the attack of pirati- 
cal marauders, and perhaps the belligerents, the 
sooner to make this place the theatre of hostilities. 

I am, respectfully, dear sir, yours, &c., 

GEO. MATHEWS. 

To Joun STEELE, 


Collector of the port of Philadelphia. 


DIGEST OF MANUFACTURES. 


[Communicated to the Senate, January, 15, 1814. 


To the Senate of the United States : 

I transmit to the Senate a report of the Acting 
Secretary of the Treasury, complying with their 
resolution of the 11th instant. 

JAMES MADISON. 

January 15, 1814. 
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Treasury DEPARTMENT, Jan. 13, 1814. 


. Sin: In pursuance of the resolution of Con- 
gress, of the 19th of March, 1812, directing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to employ a person to 
digest, and reduce to such form as shall be most 
conducive to the interests of the United States, 
a statement of the number, nature, extent, situa- 
tion, and value of the arts and manufactures of 
the United States, &c., Tench Coxe, Esq., of Phil- 
adelphia, was employed for that purpose. Ihave 
now the honor to transmit, for the use of the Sen- 
ate, two series of tables, as prepared by him, ex- 
hibiting the several manufactures of the United 
States, as returned by the marshals, and secreta- 
ries of Territories, and their assistants, in the year 
1810, first by States and Territories, and secondly, 
in every county in the Union. 

These tables are accompanied by two essays, 
or collections of facts and observations, prepared 
also by Mr. Coxe, relating to the state of the manu- 

` factures of this country, and the motives which 
exist for affording encouragement and extension 
to them. I have the honor to be, &c. 
W. JONES, 
Acting Secretury of the Treasury. 
The Hon. the Prestpent of the U. S. 


PuiLApELPBIA, June 21, 1813. 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit to you the 
required copies of the statement of the arts and 
manufactures of the United States, which it has 
been my endeavor to render as correct, and as 
plain and conformable with the views of the Le- 
gislature, as the diversities and deficiencies, in the 
marshals and territorial secretaries’ returns, ren- 
dered practicable. 

I trust that the submission of the facts in Part 
I, which relates to manufactures, as connected 
with the general principles of political economy, 
and the further submission of the facts in Part H, 
relating to the proper economy of the arts and 
trades, both. which precede the digest of the re- 
turns, will not be deemed useless or improper. 
Considered as symptoms and as evidences, all 
pertinent facts appeared to be valuable, as indica- 
ting the true state of the body politic, in its va- 
rious members and operations. 

The small variation in the form of the state- 
ments, which was prepared in the beginning of 
last December, and the addition of the county 
returns, involved a transcription of the whole, and 
much additional clerkship, and have delayed the 
document until this time. The present form and 
substance are the best in which it has been in 
my power to present the authentic or official ma- 
terials. The entire portion of the work, which 
is of thenature of estimate, is exhibited separately 
from the digest of the returns of the marshals and 
territorial secretaries, in order that neither might 
obscure or injure, and that each might contribute 
to illuminate and support the other. 

Ihave the honor to be, &c. 
TENCH COXE. 
Wirum Jones, Esq. 

Acting Secretary of the. Treasury. 


A Statement of the Arts and Manufactures of the 
United States of America, exhibiting 

I. A collection of facts, evineing their benefac- 
tions to agriculture, commerce, navigation, and 
the fisheries, and their subserviency to the public 
defence, with an indication of certain existing 
modes of conducting them, peculiarly important 
to the United States. 

II. A collection of additional facts, tending to 
show the practical foundations, actual progress, 
condition, and establishment, of the American 
arts and manufactures, and their connexion with 
the wealth and strength of the United States. 

III. A series of tables of the several branches 
of American manufactures, exhibiting them by 
States, Territories, and Districts,so far as they 
are returned in the reports of the marshals, and 
of the secretaries of the Territories, and their re- 
spective assistants, in the Autumn of the year 
1810, together with similar returns of certain 
doubtful goods for productions of the soil, and ag- 
ricultural stock, as far as they have been received. 

IV. A series of tables of the several branches 
of American manufactures, exhibiting them in 
every county of the Union, so far as they were 
returned in the reports of the marshals, and of the 
secretaries of the Territories, and their respective 
assistants, in the Autumn of the year 1810, in ex- 
ecution of an instruction of Albert Gallatin, Esq. 
Secretary of the Treasury, given by him in obe- 
dience to a resolution of the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States, of the 19th day of March, 1812. 


Parr I. 


A collection of facts, evincing the benefactions of the 
Arts and Manufactures to Agriculture, Commerce, 
Navigation, andthe Fisheries, and their subserviency 
to the public defence, with an indication of certain 
existing modes of conducting them, peculiarly 
important to the United States. 

PHiLapELpata, December 8, 1812. 


Sin: I have already had the honor to acknowl- 
edge the receipt of your letter of the 26th day of 
June last, committing to me the preparation of a 
statement of the arts and manufactures of the 
United States, in pursuance of the joint resolution 
of the Senate and House of Representatives, ap- 
proved by the President on the 19th day of March, 
1812. 

The resolution of Congress is framed with a 
view so comprehensive, as to include all perti- 
nent information of an authentic character, while 
it allows the most convenient latitude as to the 
form and manner ; requiring, only, that the state- 
ments shall so exhibit the matter, as to be most 
conducive to the interests of the United States. 
As the tables, whieh will comprise the whole 
mass of the returns of the marshals, will exhibit 
many genuine parts of the entire body of our 
manufactures, as they existed in the year 1810, 
it appeared expedient that they should be pre- 
ceded by certain fundamental and relative facts, 
which may contribute more fully to display the 
objects of investigation, in their bases, commence- 


E 
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. ment, progress, and actual situation, and facili- 


tate publie and private measures in this branch 


: of the national industry, and in other branches, 


. heads and relations. 


to which manufactures have a great and perma- 
nent relation. 

As some of the facts are of a nature favorable 
to the landed interest, as some of them are bene- 
ficial to foreign commerce, and some of them are 
advantageous to the business of the fisheries, it is 
deemed most convenient, in this part of the expo- 
sition, to class them under those three several 
It has also appeared proper, 
separately and distinetly to present, in this first 
part, another class of facts, whieh shows the con- 
nexion of manufactures with the publie defence. 

It is considered as a very interesting and fun- 
damental truth, that manufactures facilitate the 


first struggles of the American settlers for decent 


comforts, thrifty profits, and farming establish- 
ment. 
- For the purpose of effectually testing the cor- 


-rectness of this allegation, two measures have 


been adopted. The first of these measures is an 


‘examination into the state of manufactures, in 


four several sparsely settled districts of our coun- 
try, which, in 1810, had been recently laid out, 
according to the nature of the places, for future 
establishments as counties. The inconsiderable 


"population, within these four intended counties, 


exhibits the infantine condition of their respect- 
ive settlements, in that year. 


À note of the persons of both sexes, within four of the 
districts of Pennsylvania, intended to be organized 
as counties, when sufficiently populated, and of the 
stock of animals, producing materials for manufac- 
tures, with the implements, &c., for the operations 
of manufactures, and the goods made in the year 
1810, so far as they are returned by the Marshal’s 
assistants. 


| 
1 


$|893 |g 
IN THE NORTHWESTERN | © E 3 a 
QUARTER OFTHE STATE. | & 5 E É 
9 t $ sS 
z i5 o0 
Men, women, and child- | 
ren - 2 -| 142 | 161, 875 | 827 
Common sheep  - - 7| 164| 590 | 495 
Neat cattle - — - -| 123 | 140| 641 ; 963 
Looms - - - - I 7 28 | 28 
Spinning wheels - — - 10 24 | 180 | 141 
and cards, pairs - — - 14 20 91} 94 
Woollen cloth, yards = - 52 | 200) - 160 
Flaxen cloth, yards: -| 125 | 1,318 |4300 |6549 
Cotton cloth, yards - 54 - {1,306 | 578 
Mixed cloth, and hemp- 
en, yards - - -| - . |1461 |1811 
L 


In these new and widely scattered settlements, 
where foreign consumers have yet no agents, the 


“Mere presence of a few sheep and cattle, supply- | 


ing wool, hides, skins, and horns, and tallow and 
other fat, as materials for manufacture, (that is 


sions the corresponding manufactures. In such 
places, profit, comfort, and necessity, appear to 
Invite, or rather to compel, the farmers and their 
families to that mode of industry. The returns 
of the assistant officers, necessarily everywhere 
defective in this first experiment, must be ex- 
tremely imperfect in settlements so widely sepa- 
rated. Carriage makers, blacksmiths, hatters, 
shoemakers, tailors, domestic makers of garments, 
and other manufacturers, known to exist among 
recent improvers and in old establishments, are 
omitted, or did not appear to the officers. Boards, 
pot ashes, and maple sugar, are also omitted by 
the marshal or his assistants. It is observed, that 
the surplus industry of these new settlements is 
applied to the manufacture of cotton from the 
Atlantic or the Mississippi. Thesecond measure 
of examination, to ascertain that manufactures 
commence with our first settlements, and aid their 
progress in its earliest stages, relates to the inte- 
rior State of Ohio, the youngest member of the 
Union in 1810. It will be remembered, that a 
number of the Revolutionary officers and soldiers 
commenced the settlement of that State, origin- 
ally a part of the Northwestern Territory, soon 
after the peace of 1783; that the French settle- 
ment at Sciota was made a few years later; and 
that these were followed by the settlements of 
emigrants from various States, and particularly, 
of a great number, who improved the tract-on 
Lake Erie, granted to Connecticut. The settle- 
ments in the State of Ohio were very much re- 
tarded and confined by the detention of the west- 
ern posts and by the Indians, till after the vietory 
of the Miami, under General Wayne, in the year 
1794. Within the fourteen years which prece- 
ded the taking of these accounts of manufactures, 
in the Autumn of 1810, the settlements in the 
State of Ohio were principally commenced. Its 
whole population. according to the census of that 
year. was 230,760 persons, whose comfortable 
condition and prosperous agriculture were occa- 
sioned, maintained, and manifested, by a number 
of manufactures, of which, and of the connected 
instruments and machinery for which, the follow- 
ing is the imperfect official summary: 
The whole number of looms in the State, actually 
returned is, 10.856— 1,943,433 yards of linen, 


woollen, and cotton goods, &c. - $999,538 
217 tanneries, making leather worth - — 153,581 
1,212,266 gallons distilled spirits, and 

35,140 gallons beer - - - 684,892 
Cut nails - - - Tc 64,723 
Iron made; machines for carding wool 

and spinning cotton ; fulling, paper, 

gunpowder, and oil, mills, - - 159,636 
3,023,806 pounds of maple sugar, 

(which may be deemed question- 

able,as to its classification asa man- 

ufacture) - - - - - 302,380 


$2,964,760 


Considerable as this amount is, the important 
fact will not escape notice, that shoes, boots, sad- 


to say, the presence of the raw materials,) occa- | dles, bridles, harness, fur and wool hats, common 
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smiths’ work, knit stockings, the making of gar- 
ments in shops and families, manufactures of 
wood, soap, candles, pot ash, wares of metal, (ex- 
ception,) watches and clocks, and various other 
things, actually made, are omitted. To subject 
the raw materials of the State of Ohio, wrought 
into these manufactures, to the expenses of trans- 
portation to the Atlantic ports of Canada, or the 
United States, and to import such substantial, 
large, and heavy supplies from the usual ports of 
Europe and Asia, and to transport them into those 
interior settlements, would discourage or deter 
all new migrators towards that young State; and 
would involve its present population in much dis- 
tress, if not in ruin. The domestic manufacture 
of cotton appears in counties of Ohio which do | 
not produce that raw material. 

In further evidence of the favorable effects of | 
manufactures upon our interior settlements, those 
of the county of Washington, on the western 
boundary of Pennsylvania, may be correctly ad- 
duced, Its whole population, in 1810, was 36,- 
289 persons. Its sheep, more numerous than those 
returned by any other county in the State, were 
47,206. Its spinning wheels, 8,763. Its looms, 
much the greater part of which are supposed to 
be worked by male weavers, regularly in the 
trade, 1,774, Itshand cards, 4,115 pairs. Its eard- 
ing machines, 6. Fulling mills, 12.  Distilleries, 
301. Blacksmiths’ shops, 146. Hatters’ 20. Sad- 
lere’ 19. Shoes and boots, 37,000 pairs. Coop- 
ers, 62. The yards of goods made, 570,773; and 
bricks, 913,000. These, with the goods made in 
its oil mills, saw mills, powder mills, tanneries, 
and other manufactures and works, exhibit a value 
of goods, exclusively of flour, of $1,630,000. As 
the boroughs, towns, and villages, of Washing- 
ton, in Pennsylvania, do not contain more than 
a twentieth of its population, the benefits of manu- 
factures, when conveniently or closely adjacent 
to agriculture and the landed interest, are clearly | 
displayed. Tracing this case to a national result, 


ty-seven thousand and seventy-three persons, man- 
ufactured an aggregate value, including flour, of 
$5,055,000. "Twelve other counties of the same 
State, from the head of the Ohio river, to the 
banks and county of Delaware, respectively, ex- 
hibit similar manufactures, exceeding, on a me- 
dium, one million of dollars. The manufactures 
of the limited but swarming county of Philadel- 
phia, exclusively of the incorporated or city part 
of the entire town,and deducting all the flour and 
meal, amount to $6,070,652. The manufactures 
of the city of Philadelphia, within the strict char- 
tered limits, (not including any of the suburbs or 
liberties,) containing, on twelve acres of land, 


| 53,722 persons, amount to $9,347,767. The man- 


ufactures of Pennsylvania, on twenty millions of 
acres of her settled lands, including her flour and 
meal,* and other doubtful articles, appear, by the 
return of the marshal, to amount to $44,292,093. 
This return is considered by that officer, and his 
most intelligent assistants, to be very considerably 
defective. it has been selected, however, for the 
preceding exhibition, because, in combination 
with the return of Ohio, it displays the state of 
manufactures through an extent of country ex- 
ceeding fifty millions of acres, commencing at 
the distance of 530 miles west of Philadelphia, 
where its very recent settlements are interspersed 
with Indian cabins, and terminating in the South- 
east with a great emporium of manufactures, 
navigation,domestic trade, and foreign commerce. 
A vast redundancy of land exists in this middle 
district; for the total population of Ohio and 
Pennsylvania, in 1810, was 1,048,808 persons, upon 
one-fifth of their joint soil. But this redundance 
vf land is accompanied by abundance of mill 
seats, of fossil and wood fuel, of mineral and cal- 
careous substances, of bark, dye-woods, sugar 
trees, clay, marble, building timber, and other nat- 
ural raw materials, ingredients, and necessaries 
for the manufactures. This redundance of land 
also furnishes, upon the cheapest terms, all that 


it will be found, that the whole population of the | belongs to sites for the establishments of the ope- 
United States, in 1810, combining agriculture, | rators, and for the farms of the growers of the 
the productions of nature, and manufactures, with | raw materials. Hence, we find the sheep of Penn- 
the same success, would have exhibited an aggre- | sylvania nearly 619,000; her neat cattle more 
gate value of manufactured goods, nearly amount- | than 612,000; her horses 255,000; her flour and 
ing to three hundred and twenty-five millions of | meal, and grain liquors, worth more than fifteen 
dollars.* The quantity of the manufactured meal; millions of dollars. Her manufactures of iron 
of Washington is greater than that of any other | and leather, nearly eleven millions in their joint 
county of Pennsylvania. Its number of horses is | amount. These facts, from the most consider- 
greater than that of any other, one excepted. Its! able return, are respectfully adduced and rendered 
number of neat cattle is greater than that of any | prominent, in order to evidence, by the relative 
other, except four. It has not one open or worked | truths, the actual and substantial benefits of man- 
mine of any metal, nor a furnace, nor a forge, on | ufactures, adjacent to agriculture, in our half set- 

the return of the marshal. | tled districts. i 
Pursuing the current of facts from this West-; The State of Vermont, though its straggling 
ern scene to the banks of the Susquehannah and i settlements were commenced under numerous 
Schuylkill, it is found, that the counties of Lan- | disadvantages, but a few years before the Revo- 
caster and Berks, with a joint population of nine- | lution, presents a body of manufactures, almost 
| exclusively from its own productions, of $4,325,- 


*Pinkerton, in one edition, states the total value of 


the manufactures of England at 63,200,000 pounds ster- 
ling, about 280,000,000 of dollars. In another edition 
he states them at 67,200,000 pounds sterling. They 
exclude some things, which we include. 


*'The flour and meal are worth, by the marshal’s re- 
port, 10,800,290 dollars. The unsettled lands of Penn- 
sylvania are supposed to amount to nearly 8,000,000 
acres. 
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824, effected by a population, on farms, in ham- 


‘Jets, and in villages, of no more than 217,805 per- 


sons. Its spinning-wheels, more than one-half 
of which are for wool, the most numerous in pro- 
portion on the returns, are 67,756; its looms 
14,801; its carding machines, 139; its woollen, 
goods, 1,207,976 yards; its flaxen goods, 1,859,931 
yards; its hats, 96,760; its shoes and boots, 304,- 
282 pairs; its maple sugar, 1,200,000 pounds. Its 
saddiery is valued at $127,840; its tanneries, at 
$386,500; its iron foundries, tilt hammers, and 
forges, are 104; its oil mills, 26; its paper mills, 
11; its fulling miils, 166; and its naileries, 67. 
The goods made in its smiths’ shops, printing 
offices, and pot-ash works, and by its bookbinders, 
brush makers, carriage makers, tallow chandlers, 
and soap boilers, coopers, clock and watch ma- 
kers, copper smiths, tin-plate workers, silver- 
smiths, and other existing manufacturers, are 
omitted in the return. They are certainly very 
considerable in value. 

The State of Kentucky, a recent establish- 
ment, and much later than Vermont, exhibits, on 
her return, $4,120,683, and Maine, with nearly 
as much land as the rest of the Eastern States, 
drawn, of course, from manufactures by agricul- 
ture, and by commerce, navigation, and the fish- 


. eries, returns home-made goods to the value of 


$2,137,781. In the reports from each of these 
States, numerous existing branches are entirely 
unnoticed. Similar omissions, great and evident, 
appear in many instances. Buta very impressive 
fact, evincing the real and natural connexion be- 
tween the planting and farming citizens, and the 


_Manufacturing branch of the national industry, is 


the possession and employment of about 122,719 
looms by Virginia, North Carolina, Kentueky, 
and Tennessee, which differ little from six-six- 
teenths of the whole number of looms in the United 
States. It appears, that, in the South, the pres- 
ence of the various raw materials, and still more 
the great redundancy of cotton, have excited in- 
numerable and valuable manufactures. It is be- 
lieved that it is to the exeitement produced by 
the presence of the finest marbles, more than to 
a peculiar eminence of genius, that the Greeks 
and Romans owe their possession of the beautiful 
and the grand fabrications from those materials. 
The invention of statuary occurred in Egypt, but 
it did not rise to any perfection, in a country des- 
titute of fine marble. 

It isa fact of great importance in this state- 


, Ment, and on the subject of the relation of manu- 


factures to the landed interest, that none of its 
produetions, whether of natural growth or the 
fruits of cultivation, in the Middle, Northern, and 
Eastern States, which can be considered as raw 
materials, are now exported, in an unmanufac- 
tured state, to foreign markets. The manufac- 
turers may be said to purchase and employ a quan- 
tity equal to the whole; for, if small parcels have 
been lately exported, much greater quantities of 
similar foreign articles have been introduced from 
abroad. The landed interests have no actual 
foreign purchasers for their wool, flax, hemp, 
hides, and skins of domestic animals, and various 


metals. The tables compiled from the marshals? 
returns, will display a very great value and variety 
of goods, made of those materials, and the returns 
of imports, and other documents, justify the alle- 
gation, that importations of similar foreign ma- 
terials, to the amount of forty or fifty millions of 
pounds weight, for the purpose of manufacture, 


"were made in each of several years preceding the 


season of the returns. The momentous fact is, 
therefore, satisfactorily established, that the Amer- 
ican manufacturer’s demand has greatly surpassed 
all the abilities of the planters, farmers, land hold- 
ers, and miners, to supply those five descriptions 
of raw materials. In the same situation, all our 
crude sugars and molasses, produced in Louisiana, 
if considered as materials for manufacture, are 
placed, by our refineries and distilleries. 

Cotton.—Until ihe late revolution in the culti- 
vation of cotton, by which it was converted, 
through the strenuous exertions of the friends of 
manufactures, from a petty object, in little fields 
and gardens, into an article of extensive cultiva- 
lion among the planters and farmers, there was 
n0 redundant raw material for the manufacture 
of cloths and stuffs for apparel and furniture in 
the United States. There is, at this time, no 
other redundant raw material. 

The green seed cotton was the best adapted to 
the general quality and situation, and to the cli- 
mate of the Southern States. But, its easy cul- 
tivation was very much restrained by the extra- 
ordinary difficulty of separating it from the seeds. 
This operation required so much manual industry 
as greatly to impede the manufacture, and of 
course, for the time, to prevent an extensive cul- 
tivation. In the year 1793, the invaluable saw 
gin was invented by a citizen of the United States, 
and was so improved and perfected as to render 
it easy, it is said, to separate the seeds from one 
hundred millions of pounds weight of cotton wool, 
by the employment of three or four hundred per- 
sons, although it is alleged that it would require 
three hundred thousand persons to effect the same 
by hand. The inventor of this gin states the dif- 
ference between its operation in common hands, 
andthe ordinary manualoperation,at one thousand 
to one. By the employment of this machinery, 
every vicinity can, easily and expeditiously, pre- 
pare its cotton for the manufacturing cards, and 
that, in the aggregate, to any extent that the 
world could require, were it to clothe itself en- 
tirely in cotton manufactures. Thus has there 
been added, by our own invention, to the machi- 
nery to facilitate the manufaetory of a staple 
production of our soil, a single improvement, 
moveable by water, steam, cattle, or hand, which 
has set loose those immense powers of agricul- 
ture, to produce cotton wool, which were before 
enchained. 

In pursuing the statement of faets which mani- 
fests the aids of manufactures to the landed in- 
terest, the next step, from the American saw gin, 
is, to the system of machinery, to make cotton 
yarn. . 

The water-spinners of cotton, in one of the 
States, have represented to the marshal that th e 
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cau make eighty-two pounds and one half of yarn, 
by each spindle, within every year. But the 
owners of other spinning mills deem it unsafe to 
calculate on more than fifty-two pounds of yarn, 
per annum, for each spindle. The quality of the 
yarn under consideration is said to be suitable for 
cotton cloth of twenty-seven inches in width, 
worth forty cents per yard. At the lowest of the 
rates, the United States, had they 1,160,000 spin- 
dles, could work up into yarn, the sixty-four mil- 
-lions of pounds weight of cotton, which are the 
maximum of our exportation in any one year. 
In a proportion, corresponding with the table in 
page 10 of your report in part, on the subject of 
manufactures, this number of spindles would re- 
quire a capital of nearly seventy millions of dol- 
lars. But this would be as well in real estate as 
in the cash, and other personal property, and loans, 
and purchases on credit. Sixty-four millions of 
pounds of cotton, in the proportion of the same 
table, in page 10, would produce about fifty mil- 
lions of pounds of cotton yarn, and with the labor, 
in the proportion of the same table, of about 58,000 
persons. Of these, no more than one eighth part 
ought to be adult males; the remaining seven- 
eighths might be women and children. This em- 
ployment of less than a hundredth part of our 
white population would be no inconvenience to 
agriculture or commerce. As the cotton spin- 
ning mills are increased in magnitude, a smaller 
proportion of capital will be required. 

The yarn thus manufactured, at a price twelve 
and a half per cent. less than that in the table of 
the report, page 10, (which appears to be one dol- 
lar and one-eighth per pound,) would amount to 
fifty millions of dollars—a sum exceeding the 
average value of all the exports of American 
articles, in the three most favorable years. This 
great production is from the water and steam 
manufactory of the exportable surplus of a cotton 
crop, worth, at twelve and one half cents per 
pound, eight millions of dollars.* 

But, if the weaving of this yarn be executed, as 
it may be, with perfect ease, by the employment 
of 100,000 women, (less than one-sixth of our 
adult females,) with the fly shuttle, during one- 
half of each working day in the year, the quantity 
of cloth, by the Rhode Island rule, of four yards 
for every pound, would amount to about two hun- 
dred millions of yards. This quantity of cotton 
cloth, at one-third of a dollar per yard, would be 
worth about sixty-seven millions of dollars. 

There is yet another operation, which van be 
effected by labor-saving means, and by a process 
superseding the labor of many hands. Machinery 
is now in actual operation, in the United States, 


* Cotton yarn, of No. 73, was worth, in England, 
A. D. 1787, 36s. 6d. sterling, or $8 11 per pound. 
Such yarn, in 1792, was reduced to 9s. 83d. sterling, 
or $2 16 per pound. In 1807, the same No. 73 was 
worth 4s. 4$d. sterling, or 97 cents per pound. Cot- 
.ton machinery was not generally extended, in Great 
Britain, till the year 1780, when it continued under a 
monopoly. We had not begun to raise cotton crops 
for exportation, nor invented the saw gin. 


for printing cotton and linen cloths, by engraved 
rollers of copper, moved by water. Ten thousand: 
yards have been printed with ease in a single day, 
by one man and two boys, with these rollers, 


printed in the same time by the same number of 
persons. Similar means are in constant use for 
staining or dying cotton and linen cloths of one 
color, in the same expeditious manner, so as to 
make them fit for a greater variety of apparel 
and furniture. Were these operations to be per- 
formed upon the whole quantity of cotton goods 
estimated in this statement, they would add seven 
or eight millions of dollars to their value, and 
would require but fifty or sixty thousand men 
and children. The aggregate value of our sur- 
plus cotton, (64,000,000 1bs.) even when thus 
simply manufactured by 210,000 persons, would 
be raised from eight or nine millions of dollars to 
seventy-five millions of dollars. The total addi- 
tion to the original value of our cotton crop alone 
would be at a rate far exceeding the value of our 
exports of American growth. 

To manifest the importance of such operations 
to the landed interest, it may be safely affirmed 
that sixty-four millions of pounds weight of clean 
cotton wool, freed from the seeds, can be pro- 
duced, on a low average, by half a million of 
acres of unmanured land. A quantity of cotton 
wool, equal to all that is now produced by the 
i civilized and uncivilized nations of the world, 
could be raised on a very small portion of our 
| Southern soil. 
| Such are the benefits which agriculture and 
| the country at large may derive from the manu- 
| facture of our only redundant raw material. The 
| States of Rhode Island and Massachusetts have 
| expelled all doubts about the practicability of the 
cotton operations. With the smallest territory in 
the United States, Rhode Island has already at- 
tained and introduced into her vicinity* a cotton 
branch of our manufactures, as valuable as the 
cotton branch of any country in Europe was, at 
the time of the formation of our present Consti- 
tution.] The neighboring States of Massachu- 
setts and Connecticut quickly followed Rhode 
Island; and the tables, which are annexed, im- 
perfect as they unavoidably are, manifest the 
universality and magnitude of the cotton manu- 
facture in 1810. If a very sober prudence shall 
estimate the value of the water spun and steam 
spun cotton yarns, at the prices for which they 
ean be imported, without profit, from Europe, 
there will remain an opportunity for much lucra- 
tive business in works, and very great accommo- 
dations and savings in private families, especially 
in the Southern and Western States and districts. 
This allegation will not be doubted, since the 


oe 


* Massachusetts is also great in the cotton branch. 

T The quantity of cloths and stuffs, for clothing and 
furniture, which could be made by the United States, 
in proportion to the population and manufactures of 
Rhode Island, in 1810, would be 243,000,000 of yards, 
according to the marshal’s return, which he considers 
as materially defective. 


Fifty thousand children’s handkerchiefs have been ` . 
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State of Georgia, with a white population of one 
hundred and forty-five thousand four. hundred 
.and fourteen persons, manufactured, at the date 
"of the last census, more yards of various cloths 

.and stuffs than Rhode Island. The difference. in 

favor of Georgia was one million five hundred 

and forty thousand yards. By the proportion of 
this frontier Southern agricultural State,* the 

. white population of our country might be proved 

to have been capable of manufacturing, in 1810, 
„assorted cloths.and stuffs, of the various raw ma- 
` terials, to the amount of one hundred and seventy- 
; two millions of yards. These facts illustrate the 
.state of manufactures in one of the most agricul- 

tural and in one of the least agricultural States, 

. . before the recent increase of the port duties upon 
foreign manufactures, and the voluntary or un- 
‘forced course, which those two dissimilar States 
‘have respectively taken, in manufacturing their 
cloths and stuffs, for furniture and apparel, out of 
he various productions of our own lands. 
^ Wool.—'T he. facts which will be presented in 
evidence of the present influence of the woollen 
manufacture upon the landed interest are nu- 
merous and important. 
. There does not occur to present recollection 
any raw material, in. which the hand of Provi- 
dence has made so great a diversity of quality 
and. value, as exists with respect to sheep’s wool. 
Each description has its proper uses and capaci- 
es. The climate in which the sheep is brought 
forth, raised, and maintained, is considered by 
many as a circumstance of the utmost importance. 
A standard by which to determine the corres- 
pondence of places in all those particulars which 
. constitute climate, appears therefore to bea great 
"desideratum, and is most likely to. be found in 
natural objects. Some vegetable production, of 
peculiar characteristics, indicating the same de- 
gree of temperature, wherever it is found, was 
presumed to be probably existent. It is believed 
= dat, until a more sure and more accurate stand- 
ard object can be thought of or discovered, the 
Aurantia Sinensis, or the China or Sweet Orange, 
May prove an useful natural instrument to ascer- 
tain a climaterial correspondence of a line of 
places, on the European and North American 
continents, from which we may safely begin to 
count the minutes and degrees of temperature, at 
* least for agricultural and manufacturing purposes. 
The vicinities of Lisbon, in the old world, and 
St. Augustine and New Orleans, in the new, pro- 
duce this delicate fruit in the highest perfection, 
and will be considered as justifying the temporary 
assumption, subject to correction, that the cli- 
Mates of places, in.the Atlantic States, corres- 
Pond in temperature with those of Europe, not 

eing insular, which are nine degrees of latitude 
more Northern. 
— 

, *In the year 1807, Georgia had only one-eighty- 
} fourth part of the tonnage of the ships and vessels of 
the United States. 

T The production of the sugar cane, and of the cot- 
fon shrub or tree, in Spain and America, may also be 
' Considered. 


An application of this guide to the production 
of wool, in the United States, gives the following 
results : 


The best wool in Great Britain, is in the Western 
Islands of Scotland, and is very fine. North Jatitude 
in Europe 58?— equal in America to 49°. 

The next quality is the wool of Herefordshire, Eng- 
land, and is very good. North latitude in Europe 52° 
20//—equal in America to 439 20”. 

Saxon wool, the best German, very fine. North 
latitude in Europe 51° 40"—equal in America to 
429 40". 

Rousillon, French wool, very fine. North latitude 
in Europe 42° 50/— equal in America to 339 50”, 

Spanish merino wool, from North latitude in Europe 
44 to 39°—equal in America from 35 to 30°. 

From the very fine quality of the Scottish 
Western Island wool, (which is said to be from 
the merino.breed of sheep, obtained accidentally 
so long ago as A. D. 1588.) from the excellency 
of the Scottish Shetland wool, and from similar 
qualities of the wool of Saxony and of the an- 
cient wool of Berri, and the modern wool. of 
Rousillon, in France, there is reason to believe 
that the climates of Europe, capable of producing 
undegenerate merino sheep, extend considerably 
beyond and to the North of Spain. But the clas- 
sification is given here with exactness; and cer- 
tain fine wools of Denmark and Sweden might 
beadded. Ifthe political disconnexion of France 
occasioned her not to possess the breed and the 
pastoral regimen, necessary to the production of 
the finest description of wool, the perfect freedom 
of agriculture, and the actual diffusion of all 
legitimate advantages in every mode of business, 
in the United States, will soon enable us to as- 
certain the extent in which we possess the proper 
Cis-Atlantic latitudes. There appears no reason 
to doubt that the precise temperatures of the most 
favorable and most esteemed sheep walks of Spain 
are to be found within our territory. 

It is considered that a dry air is very favorable 
to the health of sheep, and to the fineness and 
delicacy of their wool, and it is believed that the 
United States may entertain a just confidence in 
the success of their woollen manufacture, from 
their enjoying an atmosphere of this character. 
The most successful woollen manufacture in the 
world, is found in an insular and humid situa- 
tion. Our success may therefore become su- 
perior. 

It is considered that no part of our territory is 
too far South for healthful sheep and fine wool. 
This fact is worthy of particular estimation, be- 
cause it has been erroneously suggested, that the 
tropical climates convert the fleeces of sheep into 
hair. Since St. Augustine is of the temperature 
of Lisbon, our territory on the Gulf of Mexico 
must be more cool than the South of Spain, Bar- 
bary, the South of Italy, Greece, Egypt, the land 
of Canaan, and the greater part of Persia and 
Thibet, in which countries the most ancient his- 
tories and the most recent information concur to 
prove the abundance of sheep, and the excellence 
of the wool. Even in the ardent climate of Peru, 
there abound certain indigenous wool bearing 
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. animals,* one race of which produces fleeces of 
the finest quality. 

The breeds of sheep which have prevailed in 
the United States, till within a few years, have 
not been of the heavy fleeced character, except 
in a very few valuable instances. But,since the 
introduction of the Spanish merinoes, and the 
attraction of the publie attention to some of the 
breeds, whose fleeces were observed to be heavy, 
or which are adapted to the comb, numerous ex- 
periments afford the strongest reason to believe 
that sheep, in this country, will be great wool 
bearers, according to their respective breeds. The 
annual shearings and exhibitions display much 
detailed and satisfactory evidence on this point. 

Of the productions of agriculture and hus- 
bandry among the civilized nations, sheep em- 
ploy the smallest number of persons, according 
to their value. The raising and maintenance of 
sheep are, so far, peculiarly adapted to our cir- 
cumstances, as to extent of territory, and mode- 
rate population. Sheep are then a convenient ob- 
ject for the United States, as they employ more 
land than any other production, and we have 
more than we can cultivate or employ. Holland 
is forbidden, by her very limited soil, to be ex- 
tensive, though skilful in the woollen manufac- 
tory; and imports, by her canals, most of the flax 
and yarn of which she makes her linens. The 
United States, on the contrary, are capacitated 
and invited, by their extensive territory, to rise, 
with ease and singular rapidity, into eminence 
in the woollen branch. The sagacity and energy 
of Rhode Island have given her the first com- 
parative importance in cotton mills and estab- 
lishments; but the young settlements of Maine 
and Vermont, by means of their more extensive 
territories, have enabled each of them far to ex- 
ceed her in sheep, wool, and woollen manufac- 
tures. England and Wales, with only thirty- 
four millions of acres of land, and twenty-six to 
twenty-nine millions of sheep, have been said to 
produce one hundred and forty-five millions of 
pounds of wool, in every year,f and to sell to 
other nations more woollens than the rest of 
mankind exports. 'The English and Welsh pop- 
ulation is about ten millions; but their progress 
in the production of wool seems to be arrested 
by the want of soil for grain, cattle, horses, and 
plantationsoftrees. Britain imports all the wool 
she can purchase, and pays immense sums to 
Ireland and to foreign countries for bread and 
meat, wood and timber, iron, flax, hemp, and 
skins, for her European and foreign dominions, 
armies,navies,and manufactures. Scotland, with 
a very sagacious, econominal, and energetic pop- 
ulation, is the least favored of the civilized na- 
tions, as to the quality of her soil. She conse- 


* Lama, properly Runa, like a small Camel; Gu- 
anaca, and Vicuna; of which the Pacos is a species. 
See the skin of this animal, with its wool, hair, teeth, 
and hoofs, in Peale’s Philadelphia Museum. 

T Luecock, of Leeds, states the wool of England 
and Wales to have been, in 1805, about 94,500,000 
pounds. 


quently exports very few woollens from her'oi 
agriculture. It may be affirmed, then, in ‘safe 


contradiction to ancient opinions, of our own’ sid. 
of Europe, that the abundance of the soil of the | 
United States qualifies and irresistibly invites or ^. 


impels them to continue, improve, and extend 
the woollen manufacture. m 

The case of the Western Scottish islands, in 
which some stranded, captured, and fugitive ves- 
sels of the Spanish armada are believed to have 
left, in the year 1588, some Castilian sheep, estab- 


lishes the truth, that poor dry lands will preserve, | 
in a considerable degree, fine wool in a breed of ` 


sheep, even in a moist and rigorous climate, 
where the lightness of the soil has stunted the 


stock of the animals, and reduced the weight of ` 


the fleece ; for these Scottish sheep are very small, 
and bear little wool. The proper temperature, 
dry situations,the proper lightness of food, greater 


care of the fleeces, in the time of growth, and in- ` 
creasing skill in the important operations of the ' 


wool sorter, insure us a very rapid attainment of 
fine wool. It must soon be more than we càn 


want at home. But exportation takes off the ` 
woollens of a single European nation, from their ' 
own raw materials, to the amount of twenty mil- : 


lions of dollars, with a considerable addition from 
foreigh wool. 
The examples of all the fenny or marshy dis- 


tricts of Great Britain, establish the truth, that ` 


the unoccupied swamps of the United States, 
when they shall be properly drained, will support 
the heavy fleeced breeds of long woolled sheep, 
much of the fleeces of which is adapted to the 


comb, and is necessary for the “worsted” or ; 
* stuff" manufacture, for the ordinary hosiery, ; 


and for well coated blankets. 
At this moment we possess, unused, a supera- 


bundant quantity of fenny, marshy, boggy, or : 
swampy land, capable of sustaining more of the | 


long wooled or heavy fleeced sheep, than we can 
want for our own use, and promising to our mer- 
chants an export trade. The most notable quan- 
tities of these lands are in the maritime counties 
of North Carolina and Virginia.* "These large, 


heavy fleeced, and long wooled sheep, require to 


be wellfed. Mixing the long wooled and other 
breeds, and a right management, produce great 
benefits to the farmer, and to the hosier class of 
manufacturers. — $ 

It is considered that there were at least thirteen 
or fourteen millions of pounds of wool sheared in 
the United States, in the year 1810; and that the 


growth of wool in the year 1812 has been twenty | 


to twenty-two millions of pounds. There are 
some who believe the quantities to be rather 
greater, because the increase is in a large com- 


pound ratio. One-half of the young are females, ` 


and the males are wool bearers, till they are ex- 
ported or consumed. Much more care of sheep 
is generally observable. P 
ing, is better kept. There is much more care an 


opportunity for choiceas to breeders. Themerino | 


* Romney marsh, in England, maintains above four 
sheep, for each acre, on a medium.—Lauccock. 


The fleece, while grow- “i 
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fleece is heavier, as well as finer, than the country 
breeds. The embargoes, foreign restrictions, spo- 
liatious, war, and high freights, have diminished 
exportation; and rendering other meat and fish 
more difficult to sell, and combining with other 
causes, have doubiless affected the consumption 
of mutton. There has been at the same time a 
considerable importation of wool, and a great im- 
portation of fine wooled and heavy fleeced sheep. 
It is probable that no country has ever effected so 
great changes in the valueand extent of its stock 
of sheep, as the United States, within a few years. 
"There is the strongest encouragement to persevere 
in the preservation, multiplication, and improve- 
ment, of these animals. 

Theimprovements in the manufacture of wool, 
and in the means of conducting it, have been very 
considerable, Cardiag machines have been in- 
troduced, to the number of 413, ia the single 
State of New York. The wool picking machine 
also saves labor. The manufactory of hats, con- 
suming more wool, with few hands, than any 
other of the ancient modes, is carried to the ex- 
tent of our consumption. We begin to export 
hats. The European improvements to save labor, 
in spinning wool, have been brought into exten- 
siveuse. Fulling, a labor saving process, is greatly 
increased. It was formerly, as in hatting, a man- 
ual operation. More, than formerly, of our wool 
is used in those manufactures, which do not re- 
quire regular fulling, such as flannels, and goods 
made of combed wool. Dying is much improved 
by the modern aids of chemistry. The fly shuttle, 
which saves labor, is constantly multiplied. The 
loom and the weaver are much improved. Fe- 
male aid in manufactures, which prevents the 
diversion of men and boys from agriculture, has 
greatly increased. Children are employed as well 
as the infirm and the crippled. The asylums of 
the poor and unfortunate, and the penitentiaries 
of indiscretion and immorality, are improved and 
aided by the employment and profits ot manufac- 
tures. In the section of the Union occupied in 
part by colored laborers, decent and comfortable 
hospitals have been established upon some of the 
planters’ estates, in which children, convalescents, 
aged persons, and married females, for a proper 
time before and after puerperal occasions, have 
been employed with humanity aud advantage, in 
manufacturing cloths and stuffs, for apparel and 
furniture, 

Modern improvements in the stocking loom, 
and in the shearing of woollen cloths, have been 
introduced into the United States, and there can 
be no doubt that the current of acquisition of the 
means of the woollen manufacture has fully 
equalled the great and manifest increase of the 
raw material. Indeed, it may be safely affirmed, 
that the manufacturer's demand has continued to 
exceed the farmer’s ability to supply the various 
descriptions of wool. The sheep were formerly 
a mere object of domestie economy and conve- 
nience, and have at length become a great and 
universal object of agricultural profit and wealth. 
Besides the inerease in the number of sheep, and 
the goodness of wool, the price of the three estab- 


lished qualities has sustained an addition of fifty 
per centum. 

Jron.—In the iron branch, the consumption of 
that most useful natural production takes place 
in a. manner yielding an accumulation of benefits 
to the landed interest. "This is displayed in vari- 
ous labor-saviog nail mills, the improvements in 
the easy operation of casting iron and steel, the 
very rapid progress in the wire manufactory, the 
sudden ereation of private armories and military 
foundries, the multiplication of the rolling and 
slitting mill, the boring . mill, the grinding mill, 
the polishing and metal turning machinery, the 
tilt or trip hammer, the wool card making ma- 
chinery, the nailed shoe, the manufactories of 
surgical instruments, of cannon ball and shells, 
the machinery for making screws, the saw, file, 
and edge tool manufactories, the multiplication 
of steel and common furnaces, bloomeries, and 
forges, the innumerable black and white smiths? 
shops, for every iron implement and necessary of 
farming, planting, manufacture, and navigation. 
The benefits to the landed interest, from the con- 
sumption of so great a quantity of iron, fuel, food, 
forage, and building materials, and the employ- 
ment of so many cattle and mill seats as the iron 
manufacturers require, are great and evident ; but 
the aid to agriculture, from the abundant, cheap, 
sure, and adjacent supply of iron work, for every 
purpose of the garden, the field, and the family, 
is incalculable and indispensable. Not a build- 
ing for man, for cattle, nor for the safe keeping 
of produce or merchandise—not a plough,a mill, 
a loom, a wheel, a spindle, a carding machine, a 
fire arm, a sword, a wagon, or a ship, can be 
provided, without the manufactures of the iron 
branch. 

Leather.—The manufactures of hides and skins 
are of great importance to agriculture. The coats 
of animals, nearly excluded, by the introduction 
and improvements of the cloth manufacture, from 
their original uses in making garments, would be- 
come a mere offal, but for their present employ- 
ment in leathern goods. Bark, abounding every 
where in Ámerica, is redundant in new settle- 
ments, where the tanning business facilitates the 
destruction of the forests, which obstruct agri- 
culture. This manufacture has an additional 
value in producing a market for lime. A meth- 
od of splitting skins has been invented, and. an 
improvement in making shoes, which saves four- 
fifths of the workmanship, has been discovered. 
The uses of leather are of the utmost importance 
to health, the facilitation of industry, the diffu- 
sion of knowledge, and the military operations of 
the United States, by land and sea. The shoes, 
boots, and slippers, manufactured in 1812, un- 
doubtedly exceeded the value of all the manufac- 
tures imported in the first year of the present 
Government, which, by the actual return of No- 
vember 30, 1791, were worth here only 15,205,638 
dollars. The shoemakers’ wares of the entire 
State of Massachusetts, through the production 
of handicraft, are equal, in their total value, to 
its proportion, according to its population, of one 
moiety of the exports of goods of our growth, pro- 
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duce, and manufacture, in the most favorable year. 
Were shoes, boots, and slippers, manufactured in 
the same proportion to numbers in all the States, 
they would be equal in value to twenty-four mill- 
ions and sixty-seven thousand dollars. The cord- 
wainers’ purchases are the greatest support of the 
leather branch. Upon an examination of the 
number of shoes, boots, and slippers, saddles and 
bridles, harness, carriages, (many of which have 
leathern boots, tops, curtains, and aprons, ) drums, 
gloves, leathern breeches, rigging, and other hides 
for ships and vessels, bound books, manufacturing 
cards and carding machines, military equipments, 
and other leathern goods, there will appear no rea- 
son to doubt, that a value of leathern manufac- 
tures is annually made in the United States, fully 
equal to that of half our exports of our own pro- 
ductions and manufactures. These are real ne- 
cessaries or plain conveniences. The Americans 
consuming more animal food than any other peo- 
ple, in proportion to our numbers, being near to 
the greatest foreign sources of unmanufactured 
hides, and being invited to sheep, swine, and cattle 
farming, by our own redundant soil, with cheaper 
water and land, proper oils, lime, and bark, for 
the leather making business, than any other coun- 
try, our leathern branch must continue to be very 
considerable, and rapidly to extend and improve. 
It is not doubted that it is at present equal in value 
to the same branch in any other country, in pro- 
portion to the population, if the same qualities of 
goods be estimated at the same prices. These 
facts, in relation to the leather branch, are of pe- 
culiar importance, as it is a manufacture by hand 
and not by machinery. They proveour capacity 
even in the handicraft branches. 

Flaz.—'The manufactures of flax, existing in 
every part of the United States, afford conclusive 
evidence of the universal ability to produce this 
raw material. Agriculture might, therefore, be 
more considerably supported by it, if there were 
occasion. But the easier production and manu- 
facture of cotton occasions a small and proper de- 
gree of attention to flax in the greater part of the 
southern section of this country. As flax requires 
but a small quantity of land, especially where a 
great stock of farmer's animals produces abun- 
dance of manure, its cultivation and manufacture 
are particularly convenient and important to the 
fully settled districts which do not yield cotton. 
Our climate is favorable to bleaching. In Con- 
nectieut, though much advanced in cotton spin- 
ning, there is returned a diffused manufacture of 
various linen cloths, (besides sewing thread, linen 
chain for mixed goods, tapes, bobbins, fringes, 
lace, webbing, &c.,) equal to the yearly rate of 
three dollars and five cents and one-half per head, 
which is at the rate of 22,081,704 dollars for the 
whole population of the United States. Yet 
Connecticut has many convenient seaports. Her 
return, too, is considered to be materially short. 
Vermont makes linen at a nearly equal rate. Two 
hundred thousand spinning wheels (of which 
about two-fifth parts are probably employed on 
flax) in the two States, whose returns of that very 
useful and general little machine, are the most 


complete, give an additional evidence of the pres- 
ent condition of this manufacture. Bat for the 
growth of cotton, the flax manufacture would 
have become very great. Many families in the 
United States derive their origin from nations 
the most successful in thelinen manufaeture dur- 
ing our two centuries. Such of the States as may 
not very greatly increase their sheep, for want of 
land, or for other reasons, will be particularly ac- 
commodated by the cultivation and manufacture 
of flax. Oil mills, for crushing and pressing flax 
seed, have been so multiplied within a few years, 
as to prove the extension of the linen branch, and 
materially to benefit the growers of flax, especially 
those whose distance from the seaports prevents 
recourse to foreign markets in disposing of their 
seed. "The actual extension and improvements 
in all the arts and trades which employ paints, 
are favorable to the sale of flax seed oil. The 
economy and beauty of painting all wooden and 
many other constructions, especially the preser- 
vation of those which are exposed to the weather, 
oceasions the manufacture of this oil greatly to 
increase in quantity and value. The use of the 
oil cake yieldsa benefit tothe country. Modern, 
and particularly recent improvements in dressing, 
spinning, weaving, and bleaching flax, have great- 
ly facilitated the manufacture of this raw mate- 
rial. The United States are perfectly prepared 
for such an extension of it as to maintain a steady 
demand equal to our power conveniently to raise 
flax; wherefore, agriculture will certainly con- 
tinue to be extensively and very considerably 
aided by it, in all places which are without the 
region of the cotton cultivation. We have reg- 
ularly imported flax from the distant markets of 
Russia, because the demand of the manufacturers 
could not be satisfied by all the exertions of our 
farmers. This was the case before labor-saving 
machinery was introduced, which adds to the 
proof of our capacity for even handicraft goods 
or proper manufactures. 

Hemp.—The ability to produce hemp is en- 
joyed by every State in the American Union. 
Soil, climate, industry, machinery, situation, and 
the possession of capital in the shape of the raw 
material, appear to have carried this branch to 
the greatest height in the State of Kentucky, even 
since the extension of the cotton culture in that 
quarter. The marshal reports a production, in 
1810, of 5,755 tons, in the prepared state. But, 
as there are made, in Kentucky, 453,750 yards of 
hempen bagging cloth, for packing cotton, and 
one thousand nine hundred and ninety-one and 
one-half tons of cordage, and much yarn; and, 
moreover, as the various hempen, flaxen, cotton, 
and woollen cloths and stuffs, of that State, in 
1810, are reported to have amounted to 2,216,526 
dollars, it is manifest that the landed interest is 
much assisted by the hempen manufacture.* Im- 


* It appears that, if the United States were to man- 
ufacture cloths and stuffs, in as great a degree as is re- 
ported by Kentucky, (which has no seaport,) in pro- 
portion to the whole population of that State ‘and of 
the Union, our manufactures of such goods might 
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provements in the process for separating the fibres 
of hemp from the woody part, labor-saving ma- 
chinery to manufacture it, and skill in the culti- 
vation, resulting from the introduction of experi- 
enced manufacturers, haveenhanced theaggregate 
value of hempen goods, and increased their im- 
portance to agriculture. So much greater has 
been the demand for hemp, at home, than the 
practical ability hitherto to supply it, that impor- 
tation, to a very considerable amount, lias regu- 
larly taken place, although there is an extraordi- 
nary duty on foreign hemp, and although the 
cultivation and manufacture of cotton have sud- 
denly and greatly interfered with the manufacture 
of this raw material. The manufacture of hemp 
being of the utmost importance to the supplies of 
the army and navy, and to public defence on the 
water and on land, the United States can only be 
rendered perfectly safe and independent by early 
and effectual encouragements to the growth, pre- 
paration, and manufacture, of hemp. Itis of no 
less importance than those of arms and gunpow- 
der. Toseparateall the fibrous from the ligneous 
parts of this raw material, without converting too 
much of the strong and good staple into worthless 
tow, by ill management, would occasion the quan- 
tity for manufacture to be much larger, and the 
profits to the cultivator to be more considerable, 
and would render the operations of the manufac- 
turers more easy and successful. Improvements 
in all the machinery for hemp are worthy of pe- 
culiar attention and exertion. 

Wood.—The numerous and diversified manu- 
factures of wood, and the consumption of wood 
in the business and families of the manufacturers, 
occasion vast benefits to the landed interest, in all 
situations, maritime and interior. 

The coopers and carpenters’ packages for ex- 
ported goods, alone, probably exceed two millions 
two hundred thousandinnumber. To these may 
be added as many, or more, for home use. The 
ships and boats of the United States, at their 
greatest amount, on a medium of a period of 
three years, have been computed at forty-five 
millions of dollars. Staves, heading, and boards, 
may be deemed simple or imperfect manufactures 
of wood. Carriages for pleasure, business, and 
war, cabinet wares, saddle-trees, turnery, with 
ploughs, harrows, corn fans, hand and wheelbar- 
rows, wooden measures, mill work and machinery, 
wooden instruments, implements, and utensils, 
with the wooden handles of metallic instruments, 


amount to more than eighty-four millions of yards. 
The return is doubtless very short. Though hemp, 
freed from the woody part, and only prepared for spin- 
ning, is not set down among the manufactures, yet it is 
materially advanced from the raw state by that prep- 
aration. That the general return of Kentucky is very 
short, will appear certain, when it is observed that 
shoes, and other manufactures of tanned leather, hats, 
all manufactures of iron, (except bars, castings, and 
cut nails,) of copper, brass, silver, and gold, of clocks 
and watches, of lead, of pewter, of tin, of casks, of 
meal, of carriages, of cabinet ware, of books, and va- 
rious other goods, are omitted. 


pot ashes, maple sugar, tar, pitch, and turpentine, 
from the various forest trees, ashes for the soap 
manufactory, bark, and wood fuel, including char- 
coal, are examples of wooden goods drawn from 
our forests. It may be safely alleged, that the 
natural and cultivated trees of the United States 
are rendered, by manufactures, a very great ben- 
efit to the landed interest. It is considered that 
pot ashes and pearl ashes nearly compensate the 
settler for the expense of elearing the portion of 
a new farm assigned for cultivation, in all situa- 
tions convenient to boat navigation. The bark 
of.the cork tree is used in other.countries as a 
material to manufacture, and might be added, by 
means of plantations, to the North American pro- 
ductions. It is an evergreen forest tree in Spain 
and Portugal, and is found in the southwestern 
angle of France, in temperatures corresponding 
with those of Georgia and the two Carolinas, and 
the Southwestern States and Territories. We 
have obtained the cork-cutting business, before 
the landed interest have procured the exotic tree, 
or supplied the material. It is an impressive fact, 
that manufactures, in America, outrun agriculture ` 
in most instances, 

The oils of vegetables and animals, which are 
generally from the cultivated lands of the United 
States, form a very valuable class of simple man- 
ufactures, greatly beneficial to the agricultural 
interest. These are flax seed oil, castor oil, soap, 
candles, lard, rendered tallow, wax, butter, and 
cheese. We might add the olive oil, as we have 
the proper temperatures in the country south of 
the Chesapeake bay. A labor-saving machine 
has been introduced, by American ingenuity, into 
the manufactories of common dipped candles. 
Rape seed oil might be made in all the States. 
Fish oil being necessary to make good leather, 
the fisheries of the Lakes and Western. rivers 
merit consideration, as to a possibility of im- 
provement. The aggregate of the areas of the 
Lakes is as great asa considerable sea. The 
caviar and isinglass are objects of attention and 
profit in Russia. The sturgeon from which they 
are made, is Acipenser, Ruth. et Stur. Linne, 
It abounds in the fresh waters of the Don andthe 
Wolga, and is suitable for our Lakes. 

Dyes and Paints.—Indigo, dying woods, and 
plants and pigments, of various kinds, used in 
manufactures, are additional instances of the ben- 
efits of that branch of our national industry to 
the owners and cultivators of thesoil. Manufac- 
turing all we produce of lead, we have been 
obliged to import a large balance of that useful 
metal, for our workmen, after using all our own 
lead, which isconvertible into various pigments, is 
araw material of several useful manufactures, in 
its separate state, or mixed with other metals, 
The rapid advance of lead manufactures, on the 
purchase of Louisiana, proves that they not only 
steadily progress, but rapidly extend, on every 
new supply of the raw material. Manufactures 
goad the whole landed interest to profitable pro- 
duction. 

Tobacco.—The manufacture of tobacco, snuff, 
and cigars, has become a very considerable bene - 
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lation to the manufactures of the grape. the opin- 
ion is submitted, that the Awrantia Sinensis, or 
the China orange, is an useful indicator of eli- 
material temperature. Presuming upon the dif- 
ference of nine degrees, which the steady produc- 
tions of that delicate fruit appear to justify, the 
following table of corresponding temperature, in 
relation to the finest wines of considerable pro- 
ductions on the continent of Europe, is respect- 
fully offered, since wines, or fermented spirits, 
brandies, and cremor tartar, or the salt of wine, 
are manufactures from the grape. 

Moselle, Rhenish, and Hock wines, are produced in 
49° to 50° North latitude in Europe—equal, in North 
America, to 40° to 41°. 

Champaign wine, in 49° North latitude in Europe— 
equal, in North America, to 40°. 

Burgundy wine, in 47° to 48° North latitude in 
Europe—equal, in North America, to 38° to 39°. 

Claret, Sauterne, and Grave wines, in 444° to 453° 
North latitude in Europe—equal, in North America to 
354° to 364°. ; 

Oporto, or Port wine, 41° 20” North latitude in 
Europe—equal, in North America, to 32° 20”. 

Lisbon and Carcavela wines, 383? to 394° North 
latitude—equal, in North America, to 293? to 304°. 

Xeres or Sherry, St. Lucar, and Malaga, or moun- 
tain wines, in 37° 28" North latitude—equal, in North 
America, to 28° 28", 

Cider and Perry.—The manufactures of cider 
and perry are so highly perfected in Europe, that 
the former liquor, of the most excellent quality, 
has been sold for prices greater than the first costs 
of some of the wines of the European and African 
islands, and of those continents. Much more 
might be safely asserted of the British cider. The 
American cider advances rapidly in quantity and 
quality. So far as either the fining, fermentation, 
or ripening of the liquor, or the quality of the 
fruit, may be effected by the temperature of the 
climate, the same difference of nine degrees may 
be considered in relation to the cider countries of 
Europe and America. It is conceived that, in 
safe comparisons of places, the situations of both 
should be on continents. The climates of islands 
of the same magnitude may also be compared ia 
the same manner. 

Grain.— The evidences of the immense advan- 
tages which the landed interest derives from man- 
ufactures, will be concluded by the adduction of 
some factsin relation to those from grain. A 
single State returns the various descriptions of 
meal and flour to the amount of almost eleven 
millions of dollars, made at two hundred and 
eight mills, besides more than $4,365,000 in value 
in fermented malt liquors and distilled spirits, 
chiefly from grain. Cider is not included. The 
whole value of the distilled spirits from molasses, 
grain, and fruit, made in the United States, ap- 
pears to have been above fifteen millions and a 
half of dollars, in 1810. Much the greater part 
is made of grain; to those are to be added waters, 
stareh, hair-powder, and all the varieties of the 
bakers’goods. Considering flourand meal, bolted, 
sometimes kiln dried, and packed in casks for 
exportation, and biscuit so packed and prepared, 


fit to the planter. Labor-saving machinery does 
much inthis branch. Our manufactory has mit- 
igated the shock given by the recent wars and: 
foreign commercial impediments to the tobacco 
cultivation. We are equal to the supply of any: 
demand for the export trade, in snuff and tobacco, 
after an abundant reserve for home consumption. 

PFruil—Manufactures from fruit are every 
where economical, and, in many places, highly 
profitable to the farmer, and admit of a vast and 
profitable extension. These are cider, apple and 
peach brandy, the wine of the Corinth fruit,* or 
currant wine, and vinega? in its ordinary state, 
and prepared with the juices of the various fruits. 
It is believed that the extent in which the Amer- 
ican currant wine has been already made, has not 
been observed or considered, nor are its pleasant- 
ness, utility, facility of manufacture, nor our vast 
eapacity for the manufacture, sufficiently known, 
or duly appreciated. The. red, black, and white 
currants grow and produce well in our most 
Northern and Eastern States, and in colder parts 
of Europe. The proper Corinthian grape was 
- found in the climate of Southern Greece, and its 
island of Zante. "The red, black, and white cur- 
rants are indigenous or domesticated here. They 
all yield wine. The quantity of two. barrels, or 
sixty-three gallons, may be easily made in every 
farmer’s family, without the use of more ground 
than he ought to appropriate for his common kit- 
chen garden, and with as little trouble as that ne- 
cessary to make butter, cheese, cider, or beer. 
Even the inhabitants of the cities, and other towns, 
who have gardens, or who purchase curranis, 
may make the currant or Corinthian wine. Our 
million of white families (by the census of 1810). 
ata medium of sixty-three gallons each, or two: 
barrels, are capable of preparing sixty-three :mil-| 
lions of gallons—a quantity nearly twelve times 
as great as that of all the wine received from 
abroad, or twenty-three times the quantity con- | 
sumed in the United States. It is, doubtless, 
capable of distillation into. brandy. It would. be 
a profitable business to make Corinthian wine 
upon the great scale, and it is far more worthy of 
attention, in the country north of the Bay of 
Chesapeake, than the cultivation of the wine 
grapes of Germany, Franee, Spain, Portugal, 
ltaly, and their islands. No beverage is more 
pleasant; none, it is believed, more wholesome ; 
and it would afford an universal opportunity to 
mitigate the ardor or diminish the use of distilled 
spirits. Thecurrant, or Corinthian wine, if made 
extensively in the United States, would greatly 
increase the benefits of the manufactures of fruit 
liquors to the cultivators and land-holders, which 
are already very considerable, convenient, and 
profitable. 

Asin relation to the quantity of wool, so in re- 


* Ribes on Horticulture. See Miller’s Gardener’s 
Dictionary, (folio enlarged.) 
, {The winesleft for consumption in the United States, 
in 1807, were only 2,692,737 gallons, by the returns of 
imports and exports. The Madeiras, Burgundy, Cham- 
paign, and fine Clarets, were only one-tenth. 
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as manufactures from grain, it appears that our’ 


exports of these goods, in one year, have amount- 
ed to 1,557,000 casks, of various sizes. In fine, 
such is the vast importance of this braneh, that, 
were the grain mills, bake-houses, starch, hair- 
powder, and wafer manufactories, breweries, and 
distilleries, of the United States, suspended in 
their operations, the body of the farmers and the 
planters would be wounded and crippled in most 
places, and paralyzed in many of the States. Tt 
is an important fact, that manufactories of grain 
(such asthe brewery and distillery) insure this 
country against a distressful famine, because we 
could consume, in a scarce year, in bread, that 
which was raised to make liquors. 

Such are the principal facts which occur to re- 
collection at this time, evincing the benefit, to 
the cultivator and owners of the soil, from the 
manufactures which have arisen, unforced, in the 
United States. Their principal, protection. by 
duties was incidental. Those duties were im- 
posed to raise the necessary revenue, and greatly 
favored the manufacturers. I proceed to submit 
some of those facts which evidence the aid afford- 
ed by our manufacturing industry to navigation 
and commerce. 

Navigation and Commerce.—The construction 
of ships and vessels, with their boats, may be con- 
sidered as having produced an accumulation of 
that description of manufactured property, in the 
year 1810, amounting toa million of tons, and 
worth the sum of forty-five millions of dollars, 
properly estimating the old, the new, and the 
half worn. The cloth of which the sails were 
made, and an inconsiderable sum in bunting or 
worsted stuff, for colors, with a smaller sum in 
optical and other instruments, are all the foreign 
articles, in this great value, of those indispensable 
Tequisites to commerce, navigation, and commer- 
cial defence. Although the cannon, muskets, pis- 
tols, swords, pikes, shot, ball, shells, and gunpow- 
der, of the public and private: armed ships, are 
now made in the United States, to an amount 
very far beyond the quantity demanded for our 
mercantile and military vessels, the cost of these 
articles is not included in the sum of forty-five 
millions, above mentioned. 

The navy, private armed ships, and letter of 
marque ships, are also constructed or manufac- 
tured in the United States; and being of the ut- 
most importance to the defenceof commerce, their 
manufacture appears to be a proper object of 
statement under this head. 

The working carriages employed in the various 
operations of commerce, with many of the scales 
and weights, measures, and other utensils, and in- 
struments of trade, are made in our work shops. 

The number of American articles, in the reg- 
ular lists of the exports of the United States, 1s 
about one hundred and ten, of which about sev- 
enty are manufactures of the United States, sub- 
serving commerce, by affording new, various, and 
more convenient articles of exportation. Among 
these are included flour, bread, boards, and scant- 
ling, with other articles, not always considered as 
manufactures. But, if we did not make boards, 
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scantling, shingles, staves, heading, flour, meal, 
and biscuit, the foreign sugar colonies would not 
take off much of our wheat and timber. The 
manufactures of wool and grain render the’ ori- 
ginal productions or materials convenient to our 
general trade, and absolutely necessary to some 
ofits branches. The value of some of our ex port- 


.ed manufactures, as they are sometimes. strietly 


considered, may not exceed three millions of dol. 
lars, but these constitute an interesting assistance 
to foreign trade, and are steadily increasing. If, 
however, we add 1,557,000 casks of flour, meal, 
and biscuit, at an average price of eight dollars, 
with two hundred.and twenty millions of feet and 
pieces of sawed, split, and dressed boards, plank, 
seantling, staves, &c., and some other articles of 
alike nature, the manufacturing operation, though 
imperfect, becomes very influential on the conve- 
nience of stowage, the benefit of freight, the ac- 
commodation of purchasers, and, subsequently, . 
upon the aetivity and prosperity of commerce, 
The manufacturers assist the merchants by 
their purchases of very large quantities of foreign 
raw materials, imported in their vessels, These 
are, wool, hemp, flax, and cotton, iron and steel, 
saltpetre, sulphur, hides, skins, and leather, indigo, 
fastic, and other dye wood and dye stuffs, lead, 
copper, and brass, in pigs and sheets, tin in blocks. 
and sheets, spelter, molasses, raw sugars, cocoa, 
mahogany and other cabinet woods, wines and 
spirits, for medical manufactures, rags, and many 
other articles, with coal for the supply of their 
laboratories, furnaces, forges, and work shops. 
The manufacturers also purchase, for their domes- 
tie consumption, great quantities of imported 
goods, benefitting the merchant, à 
The transportation of American raw materials, 
fuel, and building materials, for the workmen, oc- 
casions a very great trade and business in boats, 
shallops, and coasting vessels, highly favorable to 
the merchants who own them ; and the transpor- 
tation of American manufactures, in like manner, 
t0 the markets on our rivers, bays, and coasts, is 
profitable to the owners of vessels. In Great 
Britain, the largest portion of the tonnage in any 
branch, isthat in the coasting trade. This branch, 
of manufacturing commerce rapidly increases, 
The most distinguished modern commercial 
countries in the world import great quantities of 
raw materials, and export large quantities of 
manufactures. These operations constitute, in 
fact, the greater part of their commerce. In those 
countries, many of their most respectable mer- 
chants have become partners in their manufacto- 
ries. The export trade in British manufactures, 
before the wars which have grown out of tlie 
French Revolution, constituted much the largest 
part of the outward trade, and it seems likely to 
become equally considerable, in proportion to their 
exports, on the return of a general peace. This 
export trade in the valuable manufactures of the 
British Kingdom, is now extensively conducted 
by persons who combine the business of the man- 
ufacturer with that of the foreign merchant, or, 
in other words, who unite those two great branches 
of commerce in their respective houses, A sim- 
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ilar and great field for capital and mercantile en- 
terprise manifestly lies open before the American 
cmerchants ; and some of them have entered upon 
it with capital, spirit, and success. So far as 
labor-saving machinery has been employed in the 
operations,the persons who have undertaken them 
have proved the benefits of manufactures to the 
mercantile capitalist; and, in other considerable 
instances, the same advantageous employment of 
trading capital has occurred. 

The banks established in the United States, 
whieh are the most wealthy and important of 
our institutions of property, are mercantile cor- 
porations. The deposites and discounts of the 
sugar refiners, millers, bakers, distillers, brewers, 
cotton spinners, woollen manufacturers, hatters, 
nail makers, iron masters, various smiths, coopers, 
tanners, shoemakers, ropemakers, &c. are highly 
profitable to them, and are uncommonly safe. 
Since our exports of our own productions are 
known to be worth forty-eight millions of dollars, 
and the aggregate value of our manufactures may 
be safely estimated at three and one half or four 
times that sum, it is plain that the custom of the 
manufacturers is highly important to our banking 
companies, Many of our manufacturers are pro- 
prietors of the stoeks of the banks of the United 
States, and thus lend to the merchants. . 

Insurances on manufactures, raw materials 
vessels employed in transporting them, coastwise, 
and from and to foreign countries, and upon the 
manufacturing establishments themselves, afford 
considerable benefit to the private underwriters 
and insurance companies. Many persons con- 
cerned in these mercantile institutionsare engaged 
in manufacturing houses and associations. 

The greater prosperity of British commerce, 
with great and various manufactures, and the 
lessér prosperity of Irish commerce, with fewer 
"and less various manufactures, afford the most 
‘conclusive evidence of the benefit of manufac- 
tures to foreign trade. This is the more clear 
and strong, because the soil of Ireland, in propor- 
tion to its extent, is better than that of Great 
Britain. The greater prosperity of British eom- 
merce, in time of peace, with superior manufac- 
tures, and the lesser prosperity of French com- 
merce, in the same season, with inferior manu- 
factures, is a further evidence of the benefits of 
the useful arts to foreign trade. The prosperity 
of American trade with manufactures, in the 
seven years which preceded the year 1810, (the 
date of the following tables,) was superior to that 
of the seven years preceding the adoption of the 

Federal Constitution, with less manufactures, and 
to the seven years which preceded the Revolu- 
tionary war, almost without manufactures. 

The richest object of commercial enterprise for 
the merchants of the United States is the trade of 
those countries which do not manufacture. Of 
‘this, the trade of our American brethren from 
‘Texas and Mexico to the Straits of Magellan, is 
an inestimable instance. We can import their. 
‘Taw materials and export our manufactures to an 
immense amount, with substantial benefit. Their. 
uch products will not often be received in the 


ports of Europe, in our vessels, foreign to them. 
Their copper, crude sugar, peculiar cottons and 
woods, their various dying materials, drugs, and 
medicines, their wool, hides, and tallow, and their 
gold'and silver, will be exchanged for cabinet 
wares, carriages, paper, refined sugar, beer, distilled 
spirits, candles, hats, boots, shoes, gold and silver 
plate and jewelry, pottery, iron manufactures, 
mill work, copper manufactures, machinery, 
types, gunpowder, arms, ships, and other vessels, 
boats, and various other manufactures of the Uni- 
ted States. They do not want our provisions, 
tobacco, cotton, lumber, indigo, and other articles 
of unmanufactured produce. If we had only such 
raw productions, commerce between the United 
States and foreign America would be very limi- 
ted and unprofitable. As our manufactures pro- 
gress, the trade with that near and connected 
country, and with St. Domingo, and all thecoun- 
tries similarly, cireumstanced, cannot fail to in- 
crease. Even the manufacturing nations will be 
induced to purchase our goods, which can be 
made with vast advantages of labor-saving ma- 
chinery operating upon raw materials, exempted 
from the duties and other charges of importation. 
If we have re-shipped to other countries tens of 
millions of the foreign "manufactures of Great 
Britain, Ireland, Russia, Germany, France, and 
the East Indies, we may ship to the same place, 
the productions of our-own national industry. If 
Great Britain, the East Indies, Germany, France, 
and Russia, find in foreign countries purchasers 
for their manufactures, we may be able to do the 
same. Since the Government is impartial and 
friendly to our merchants and manufacturers, 
those two descriptions of our citizens may libe- 
rally and profitably aid each other, as those do 
who live as fellow-citizens in foreign countries. 
The establishment of many new manufactures 
in the United States, from foreign materials, 
occasions new demands for foreign materials, to 
be so employed. The merchants, alone, can im- 
port those materials, and they must be imported 
in their ships. This ‘facilitates. remittances, 
which, in many trades, are difficult and unpro- 
fitable. l l 
The greatest drain of their coin and bullion 
which the United States sustain, is in the remit- 
tances for manufactures to foreign countries. By 
our own manufactures we diminished this drain 
in part, and they already furnish us with substi- 
tutes for remittances in the precious metals, in a 
further part, by enabling us to send abroad 
wrought goods, to the value of three millions of 
dollars. Everything that facilitates the retention 
of our coin and bullion, is considered as favora- 
ble to the merchants and to our commercial or 
banking institutions and operations. A balance 
of trade in favor of the country is an advantage 
to the mercantile body, and, by our manufactures, 
we shall bring more nations in debt to us, than 
we formerly did. So far as we export manufac- 


. tures we now contribute to that end. 


Manufactures, to a considerable amount, such 
as malt and distilled liquors, loaf sugar, cheese, 
candles, and soap, are consumed among the stores 
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domestic trade, it isa very important fact, that 
the manufactures of the United States, in that 
respect, greatly benefit the numerous owners of 
fishing vessels. Too small for most voyages to 
other countries, and excluded by foreign naviga- 
tion laws from many adjacent ports, the transpor- 
tation, for our manufacturers, of raw materials, 
provisions, fuel, building materials, and manu- 
factured goods, become to them a very necessary 
support, whenever they are disappointed in taking 
fish. The fishing season is but a portion of the 
year. Out of that season, the coasting trade af- 
fords convenient employment to fishing vessels. 

The manufacture of salt is a very considerable 
aid to the fisheries. If the temperature of the 
climates, in which lie the best salt ponds of Eu- 
rope, be proved (by the growth of the sweet or- 
ange tree) to be the same as those of the Floridas 
and Louisiana, and if it be recollected that the 
best French European salt is made without fuel, 
and by the natural evaporation by the sun, ina 
temperature corresponding with that of the Aec- 
comac coast of Virginia, the beneficial effects of 
this manufacture may be deemed permanent and 
increasiog. The fairest and purest marine salt 
of France is made on the Isle of Rhé, in: north 
latitude 46 degrees and 15 minutes. It is made 
by the sun as far North as Bourneuf, Croisae, and 
Guesrande, in ancient Brittany, and the latitude 
of 477 degrees. ; 

All the peculiar tackle and instruments of the 
fisheries are well manufactured in the United 
States, and the fishermen themselves, at leisure 
times, make a number of them, by which many 
of the benefits of domestic or household manu- 
factures are realized. "This remark also applies 
to the manufacture of a great part of the oil. 
The packing of a cask of fish, and the making of 
the cask and of the pickle, add as much per cen- 
tum to the value of the fish, as the correspond- 
ing operations add to the value of several raw 
materials; some of the European economical 
writers, therefore, class salted and pickled meats 
and fish among their manufactures. 

From a review of these facts, not only the pe- 
culiar benefits rendered by the manufacturers to 
the fisheries are evinced, but, itis apparent that 
the operations of the fishermen partake strongly 
of the manufacturing character. 

Defence.—It has been considered as proper to 
submit, under a separate and distinct head, anoth- 
er class of fatts, relating to such manufactures as 
are useful or necessary to the defence of the Uni- 
ted States. à 

It has occasionally been deemed expedient: to 
restrain the exportation of those manufactures 
which are requisite for war. From this consid- 
eration, and from obvious policy, the Federal and 
State Governments are conceived to have wisely 
partaken, even in the manufactories of such war- 
like goods, and to have encouraged them, by high 
duties and by advances in specie, or in raw ma- 
terials. Difficulties arising from a want of capi- 
tal, are thus surmounted, in cases wherein the 
public purchases are often the principal, and al- 
ways very considerable. 


of seamen and passengers. Manufacturers who 
come to the United States, pay to.our merchants 
passage money for themselves and their families, 
and freight money for their future and other. per- 
sonal property, imported in our vessels. 

The commerce among the several States in 
the American Union, in the raw materials, man- 
ufactures, and provisions of our country, is a 
branch of trade more certain than any other. It 
does not depend upon foreign laws. Remote 
foreign markets are less accessible in war. The 
commerce among the States, always interesting, 
derives the utmost additional importance from 
the recent. deportment of too many of the naval 
Powers. It is an evident and important fact, 
that this mutual and increasing exchange of raw 
preductions, fuel, and provisions, for finished 
manufactures, between the producing and manu- 
facturing States, has become a decisive consid- 
eration for the contiuance of the Federal Union— 
a connexion vital to the general commerce of the 
American People. 'The manifest difficulty of 
securing justice in commercial affairs, even by 
the whole of the United States, affords conclu- 
sive evidence that any two possible sections, into 
which they might be cut, would fail to maintain 
the standing of a trading nation. 

The Fisheries.—'The benefits to the fisheries of 
the United States, resulting from manufactures, 
are considerable, stable, and increasing. 

Our manufactures near the seacoast consume 
very large quantities of dried and pickled fish. 
They employ, in their manufactures, the head 
matter of the whale to make the superior oil. 
This will not coagulate, and it is fit for use in 
lighthouses and lamps, in cold and wet situations. 
From its purity, it is adapted to the consumption 
of good and well furnished houses. The resid- 
uum of the same material is used for making 
spermaceti candles. 

The umbrella makers, manufacturers of whips, 
fishing tackle, stay. makers, &c., employ the 
whale fins or whalebone, the little cuttings and 
chips of which have been applied to making 
patent brushes, composed of split bone, in lieu of 
strong hair, 

The coarser oils are used in lamps, in many of 
the work shops, and in the dressing of leather; 
and, in short, as the manufacturers of the world, 
at home and abroad, use nearly all the piscatory 
articles, in some one form or another, so those of 
the United States have long used some, and have 
increased in the use of others; and since foreign 
laws burden those articles with ruinous duties, it 
is certain that our manufacturers’ purchases may 
be hereafter relied on as a great and sure support 
to the fisheries of the United States, 

In all those particulars in which manufactures 
support and assist navigation, they benefit the 
fisheries; for, ships and other vessels, and boats 
of every size and description, are employed in 
the fisheries, armed and unarmed; and as manu- 
factures have strong and beneficial effects upon 
the coasting trade, and all our fishing vessels, ex- 
cept the large whalers, are adapted to, and actu- 
ally partake in, that great and sure branch of the 
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The important modern operation of casting of 
caünon, without a calibre, and boring them out 
of the solid iron, for the reception of the ball by 
water machinery, was first performed at the pub- 
lie expense in the United States. Several armo- 
ries, for small fire arms and swords, have been 
established by the States and by the Union. 
Contracts, with advances of money, not only for 
making arms and other military manufactures, 
but for importations of the proper raw materials, 
have been repeatedly made, and to a large amount, 
upon security. Adversary belligerents have for- 
bidden or prevented the exportation of warlike 
manufactures to the United States, during our 
late neutrality. Indian wars, occasions of ap- 

- parent danger from abroad, and the commercial 
demands on this country for military supplies for 
various foreign places, within the last twenty 
years, have caused very considerable attention to 
the repair and manufacture of arms,and to making 
establishments for these and other instruments 
and munitions of war in the United States. It 
may be safely affirmed that there is no irremov- 
able obstacle to the manufacture of every species 
of arms, and almost every supply of war, of good 
qualities, and in sufficient quantities. A well de- 
vised system of inspection exists in some branch- 
es of manufaeture, under several of the State 

. Governments, and such a system, as to military 
supplies, has been proved to be indispensably ne- 
cessary, by the experience of the Union and of 
the States, on many occasions, during the greater 
part of the last twenty years. But, whatever has 
been the amelioration of this important operation, 
within two or three years, theordinary commerce 
and exportation of arms, without inspection, is 
yet practicable, while the trade in flour, wet pro- 
visions, lumber, potashes, and other goods, in sev- 
eral of the States, has been wisely placed under 
a very strict and salutary regimen of inspection. 

Since various foreign nations have obstructed 
military supplies, which we have endeavored to 
procure from their ports, and since the present 
war has imparted the contraband character to all 
such things, the importance of the manufactures 
of that description to the defence of the coun- 
try, particularly at this time, is very great and 
manifest. 

The possession of iron, lead, saltpetre, charcoal, 
wood for ships and vessels, for military carpentry, 
and for every description of the wooden imple- 
ments of war, and the constant supplies of for- 
eign raw materials, for warlike manufactures, 
enable the United States to make the necessary 
establishments. Accordingly, it appears that 
cannon foundries, and all other military works 
and shops, are as practicable as they are indis- 
pensable to the peace, the union, and safety of 
the country. The difference in the situations of 
the United States, at the respective commence- 
ments of hostilities, in the year 1775, and in the 
year 1812, is greater, in respeet to the various 
manufactures necessary to defence, than it is in 
respect to any other matter in the whole circle 
of its national industry. In the times of the Pro- 
vinces, the public defence was under the care 


and control of an external and distant national 
Government, which preferred to draw the public 
supplies from the manufactures of the metro- 
politan State, adjacent to its Court and offices. 
But now, the all-important principle of internal 
resource, well understood, and the present state 
of American industry, occasion a course diame- 
trically opposite to be maintained by the Union, 
the States, many associations, aud numerous 
individuals. l 

Labor-saving Machinery and Cotton.—It is a 
fact, in the history of the manufactures of the 
United States, that, in some very important in- 
stances, the knowledge or acquisition of the 
means of manufacturing has occasioned excite- 
ments and exertions of the cultivators to produce 
the raw materials, In this complex business, 
success in one portion of the means has quickened 
the exertions to procure the remainder. In the 
year 1786, [ became well acquainted with the 
fact, that labor-saving spinning machinery was 
in considerable use in Great Britain. It was un- 
derstood that it was applicable, at that time, only 
to the carding and spinning of cotton, which we 
constantly imported from foreign countries. In 
the course of the following Autumn and Winter, 
repeated examinations and considerations of this 
subject occasioned very high expectations, from 
a few well authenticated facts in relation to the 
production of the cotton raw material in gardens 
and other small pieces of land, as far north as 
the latitude of thirty-eight degrees and forty-five 
minutes,* and in some other places on the rivers 
of the Chesapeake bay. It was inferred, that, as 
the shrub or tree grew in that central degree, 
in our country, all the extensive region south of 
thirty-nine was capacle of producing cotton, 
which is found not only in climates hotter than 
the warmest of those of North, America, but in 
the torrid zone. It was therefore confidently 
presumed, that the cotton spinning mill might 
he brought into very beneficial use in the United 
States. The production of cotton in the old set- 
tlements of Virginia, was carefully examined, as 
a test of this opinion, and opportunities offered 
to make it in a manner commanding entire con- 
fidence. After the more exact information of 
the existence and operations of the labor-saving 
cotton machinery, in Europe, had led to the due 
reflection on the importance of the vast capacity 
of this country to produce the proper raw mate- 
rial, the most effectual measures were actively 
pursued to excite theattention of the whole com- 
munity, and particularly of the planters of the 
five original Southern States. But, though our 
capacity to produce cotton was so great,as we at 
this time know it to have always been, though 
labor-saving machinery was effecting wonders 
in Great Britain, and though common cotton 
was then worth, in the United States, forty-four 
cents per pound, owing to foreign trade laws, 
and though it was at a high price in many parts 
of Europe, several years elapsed before sufficient 
attention to the culture could be excited, even 


*A vicinity in the county of Talbot, in Maryland. 
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by the numerous publications which were inces- 
santly made. 

At length, however, the proper consideration of 
this great natural capacity of the Southern States, 
and of the peculiar value of labor-saving machine- 
ry to a nation of moderate numbers, dwelling in 
a country of redundant soil, with the all-import- 
ant discovery of the saw-gin, has.occasioned our 
cultivators to produce the requisite cotton. These 
two machines for cleaning cotton, in America, and 
for spinning it, abroad and at home, with the or- 
dinary modes of household manufacture, have 
drawn the planters into an enriching revolution 
in the Seuthern agriculture. 

The principle of labor-saving means of man- 
ufacture being thus brought into consideration 
and practice, in the case of machinery ; and la- 
bor-saving processes, such as the brewery, distil- 
lery, and tannery, being drawn into similar no- 
tice, a new and very beneficial career in the na- 
tional industry has been commenced by the United 
States, Carded and combed wool, flax, and hemp, 
have been subsequently subjected to manufactur- 
ing machinery, adapted to their respective forms 
and natures. We have been taught that thirty 
thousand pieces of metal have been coined and 
counted in England, in a single hour, by a steam 
engine, adapted to mechanism, capable of appli- 
cation to the button manufactory, and to other 
branches susceptible of such operations. Sev- 
eral nail making machines of curious facility 
and great utility, have been invented in the Uni- 
ted States. Certain skins, formerly half expend- 
ed in offal parings, or remaining of an useless 
thickness, have been split, by an American in- 
vention, into two equal and useful parts. The 
simple but tedious operations of the dip manu- 
facture of tallow candles, have been abridged or 
accelerated by a labor-saving wheel. The mech- 
anism for steam has undergone a variety of new 
and curious modifications in this country, greatly 
extending the uses of that vast and omnipresent 
power, in modes directly or indirectly subservi- 
ent to manufactures. An improvement in the 
construction of draught casks has been invented, 
to obviate the great expense of bottling malt and 
other fermented liquors. A simple, cheap, and 
rapid chemical process has been discovered to 
extract the ill-flavored empyreumatic oil from 
distilled spirits. Since the confirmation of the 
settlements in this country, hydraulies, geometry, 
chemistry, and all the arts and sciences, have 
been rendered very extensively subservient to 
manutactures and the useful arts. Deeply im- 
pressed with the peculiar value to them of these 
modern aids and means, the people of the United 
States seek the establishment of manufactures by 
every variety of ingenious mechanism, process, 
and device, which, while they save time and la- 
bor, manifestly exempt them from the deleterious 
modes of the old manufacturing system. If, in 
other countries, and in former times, various clas- 
ses of morbid and decrepit persons were produced 
by the ancient method of making goods only by 
human hands, and the citizens of America shall 
continue to pursue, to the utmost of their power, 


the useof water, steam, horses, cattle, machinery, 
dexterity, and various modern processes and de- 
vices, to effect the same beneficial ends, they will 
prevent the creation and existence of those sickly 
and deformed classes of people in this country. 
Women, relieved in a considerable degree from 
their former employments as carders, spinners, 
and fullers, by hand, occasionally turn to the oc- 
cupations of the weaver, with improved machine- 
ry,and instruments, which abridge and soften the 
labor, while the male weavers employ themselves 
in superintendence, instruction, superior or other 
operations, and promote their health by occa- 
sional attentions to gardening, agriculture, and 
the clearing and improvement of their farms. 
The lapse of a few years will release from the 
restraint of the patent, the iron bound shoe, (the 
rights to make which are much diffused,) when 
the sedentary labors of the journeymen will be 
greatly relieved. "The dangerous services of the 
sedentary writer's desk, have been lessened by 
the printing, copperplate, and copying-presses, 
and several pentagraphic and other graphie in- 
ventions. Many of ihe uses of the labors of the 
statuary and the painter have been attained by 
the multiplied portraits and scenic representa- 
tions of the various classes of engravers. The 
auxiliary part of the making of men’s apparel is 
extensively performed by the aid of females, 
formed by nature and habit for sedentary occu- 
pations. Some branches of manufacture unfa- 
vorable to health, are unsuitable to us, and will 
be long unknown in our country, and otber 
branches, formerly of thesame ill tendency, have 
been exempted from their pernicious effects by 
the employment of mills and the improvements 
in the operations, and in the construction of lab- 
oratories. It isa manifest truth, that, besides the 
proper personal powers, industry, and skill, of the 
United States, we have attained by water, steam, 
cattle, labor-saving machinery, and chemisiry, 
the means to effect, with an exactness and promp- 
titude beyond the reach of manual power and 
skill,a great variety and number of manufacturing 
operations. These wonderful machines, working 
asif they were animated beings, endowed with 
all the talents of their inventors, laboring with 
organs that never tire, and subject to no expense 
of food, or bed, or raiment, or dwelling, may be 
justly considered as equivalent to an immense 
body of manufacturing recruits, enl. ed in the 
service of the country. 

In order to display the present form and nature, 
and, in some degree, the extent of the arts and 
manufactures of the United States, the substance 
of the returns of the marshals and their assistants 
will be presented in the form of tables, in the third 
and fourth parts of this statement. In submitting 
this body of new evidence, it is necessary to state, 
that the information it contains is of various 

* The diminution of manual labor in Great Britain, 
by means of machinery, in the cotton business, was 
estimated, in the year 1808, at 200 to 1. An able 
writer and artist, (Mr. John Duncan of Glasgow,) 
considers it to be much more. 
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are founded, and from many other sources, some 
additional information, not reducible into regular 
columns, has been collected, which it is now pro- 
posed to submit in the form of statements, con- 
cerning several branches and denominations of 
manufactures, and the connected machinery. To 
show the importation of manufactures in the first 
year of the present Constitution, the substance of 
ihe return of that year of ordinary trade, will be 
added. The national population was then nearly 
four millions of persons, and the value of foreign 
manufactures was about fifteen millions of dol- 
lars. Some of the non-enumerated or unspeci- 
fied goods were certainly not manufactures, but 
their value is not considerable, and may be fully 
allowed for by the deduction of $295,688 98, which 
has been made from the amount of the return. 
Distilled spirits were not included among these 
imported manufactures. If our population be 
taken at seven millions and a quarter in 1810, our 
demand for foreign manufactures might be con- 
temporarily estimated at $27,187,500. But, on 
the one hand, importation has been increased in 
consequence of a freer consumption, and the bu- 
siness produced by increased wealth and other 
circumstances. On the other hand, the consump- 
tion of foreign: manufactures has been diminished 
ai the great increase of those of the United States. 
he exportations of manufactures, in the year- 
1807, are afterwards given, so far as they appear 
on the face of the general custom-house returns ; 
but it is considered as a certain fact, that a great- 
er vaiue is exported than appears from that doc- 
ument. ; 

A very great number and variety of literary 
productions, foreign and American, diffuse the 
knowledge of labor-saving machinery, processes, - 
and devices, and quicken the progress of manu- 
facturing industry and skill. ‘Chose which favor 
family or household manufactures are peculiarly 
interesting. It is respeetfülly suggested, that it 
would repay the expense and pains, if measures 
were taken, under known public authority, to as- 
certain and exhibit, by plain descriptions or spe- 
cifications and engravings, the best set of imple- 
ments, iastruments, utensils, and machinery, ex- 
isting in the United States, to render household. 
manufactures more and more easy, expeditious, 
convenient, economical, and profitable. The fly 
shuttle is considered as a very valuable inven- 
tion, but, though it has been known in this coun- 
try many years, more than ninety-nine hun- 
dredths of our shuttles are not of that description. 
The same observation occurs as to spinning mills, 
mules, jennies, &c. The stocking loom, though 
so much more rapid in its work than the knitting 
needle, has not been yet, by any means, suffici- 
ently extended. It is more convenient,in a pri- 
vate family, than the smallest cloth loom, or the 
great spinning wheel. 

It is necessary to observe that several facts, in 
the first part of this statement, will be found in. 
this second part. ‘They were given in the former, 
on the ground of the general economy and policy 
of manufactures, merely to show their influence 
in favor of agriculture, commerce, the fisheries, 


` dates, in the last five months of the year 1810, and 
that it relates to the whole national population of 
that time, being 7,239,903 persons, of both sexes, 
and of all colors, ages, and conditions. Though 
many of the officers and assistants have performed 
this new and difficult service with great zeal and 
intelligence, yet various causes have concurred to. 
occasion numerous and very considerable imper- 
fections and omissions in returns from cities, 
towns, and villages, townships, hundreds, and 
counties, and as to valuable branches and arti- 
cles. from States, to be observable. In these first 
sets of tables, it has not been thought best to sup- 
ply these by estimates, which might be erroneous 
and sanguine. It was observed that there were 
some instances of goods of a doubtful nature, or 
which could not be considered as manufactured, 
in so material a degree as to entitle them to be 
placed in the class of “ manufactures.” These 
have been separately exhibited, but are considered 
as sufficiently relative to the subject of the state- 
ment to render these imperfect returns of them 
useful both to the various departments of Gov- 
ernment, and to those who are engaged or pro- 
pose to enter into the manufacturing business. 


Part II. 
A collection of additional facts, tending to show the 
practical foundations, actual progress, condition, 
and establishment of the American Arts and Man- 
ufactures,and their connexion with the wealth and 
strength of the United States. 
In the tables which form the third and fourth 
parts of this statement is contained the result of 
this first attempt of an extensive and populous 
country, or perhaps of any country, to ascertain, 
in detail, the facts which constitute and display 
the actual condition of its manufactures. The 
duty was additional and secondary to the periodi- 
cal enumeration of the people, and required a 
longer period of time than was allowable for such 
an enumeration, enjoined as a basis for the dis- 
tribution of Constitutional power. The period 
of the two measures was not sufficient for cor- 
respondence between the superior and subordi- 
nate officers, which would have produced more 
perfect details and greater uniformity and per- 
spicuity. It may, however, be affirmed, that the 
tables contain a great number and variety of cleat 
indieations of the state of the mauufaeturing 
branch of the national industry, and a mass of 
positive evidence upon the subject, in relation to 
ihe Kastern, Northern, Middle, Southern, Atlan- 
tic and Western sections or grand divisions of the 
country, with respect to the forms or modes of 
the manufactures which have grown up, the raw 
materials upon which they operate, a very con- 
siderable portion of the value to which they have 
arisen, very useful data for the comparative value 
of internal commerce or manufactures, and exter- 
nal commerce or navigation and foreign trade, 
and much elucidation of the operations of manu- 
facturing industry upon. the commercial and the 
landed interest, and upon the public safety. 
From the official papers on which the tables 
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and defence. In the following statements they 
are adduced in a striet practical view, to mani- 
fest the state of the respective branehes of man- 
ufactures and of the specific means of their exe- 
cution. 

Cotton.—This raw material being the only re- 
dundant one produced in the United States, adapt- 
ed to the manufacture of cloths for apparel and 
furniture, and being the most susceptible of labor- 
saving operations, the cotton branch will, proba- 
bly, become, very soon, the most considerable of 
our manufactures. It is adapted to all seasons, 
in its various forms, and to a greater variety of 
uses than any other cloth or stuff. While sheep’s 
wool continues to be much more wanted, cotton 
wool will be proportionably used as a substitute 
for it in blankets, corduroys, velvets, and the 
chain or warp of goods, with woollen woof or 
filling. Cotton goods can be printed—an ope- 
ration seldom performed on woollens or silks— 
never on hempen goods. They are substitutes 
for worsteds or stuffs of combed wool, and for 
silks, which are made of raw materials, not yet 
considerable in the United States. The cotton 
raising States are the most numerous employ- 
ers of family looms. Improvements in the house- 
hold carding machinery, spinning machinery, loom 
and shuttle, and in family bleaching and dying, 
are producing new and great facilities, savings, 
and profits, in the manufacture of cotton goods by 
the farmers and planters. The cotton cloths, for 
various uses, manufactured in the United States, 
exceeded in measurement, in the year 1810, all 
the other cloths, that is, all the cloths of flax, hemp, 
wool,and silk;'and the progress of the cotton 
branch is greater than any other, and, indeed, 
greater that that of all the others, Capitalists can 
most easily extend themseles in the cotton manu- 
facture, because the material is abundant, and ca- 
pable of being conveniently and promptly increa- 
sed. The United States have some palpable and 
great adwantages, over their foreign rivals, in the 
cotton branch. Those of Europe depend upon 
foreign agriculture for the raw material, for the 
indigo dye, and, in a considerable degree, for their 
bread staff. Those in the East Indies will not be 
allowed, or be able, to use labor-saving machinery. 
Improvements in the looms, and other things, are 
opposed by forcein Europe. The expenses, costs, 
and charges of transporting cotton from the farms 
and plantations, even near the coasts of the Uni- 
ted States, to the manufactories of Manchester, 
Glasgow, and Rouen, and the same charges upon 
the manufactured goods from Manchester, Glas- 
gow, and Rouen, to the houses of the planters and 
farmers in America, are equal to fifty per cent. 
upon the European costs of the finer, and seventy 
per cent. upon the coarse, heavy, and bulky goods 
of those great manufacturing towns. Every per- 
son capable of working in manufactories of wool- 
len, linen, hempen, and silken cloths, can become, 
in less than a week, a good cotton manufaeturer. 
The cotton branch, in the United States, is the 
great resort of all unemployed cloth manufac- 
turers, and there is here no impediment to a per- 
son's changing his trade or employment, or place 


of business. Every man and woman in America, 
uncharged with crime, is free of every city, town, 
borough, village, hamlet, township, hundred, and 
county, and enjoys the freedom of every occupa- 


‘tion, trade, and calling. The chief Ameriean 


bark and other dyes, and particularly the costless 
dye, called the iron liquor, made by covering use- 
less fragments of that metal with vinegar or the 
pyroligneous acid, are convenient coloring for cot- 
ton yarn and cloths. A great desideratum in the 
manufacture of cotton is a method of giving 
it a true scarlet dye, which no art has, hitherto, 
been able to fix in goods made of this raw mate- 
rial. It has been, for many years, the subject of 
an offer of a very considerable premium in Eu- 
rope. The Americans make good red cotton for 
the weaver, superior to Turkey yarn. 

In consequence of numerous and particular in- 
quiries and communications, in and from all 
parts of the United States, it satisfactorily appears 
that the skill, the means, and the scale of the year 
1810, in the cotton manufacture, have been very 
greatly improved and extended, and that the capi- 
tal, machinery, and establishments, have been very 
much enlarged and multiplied. The cotton blan- 
ket, which 1s a luxury on the continent of Europe, 
is a matter of great economy in the United States. 
It is an excellent covering. The double twilled 
cotton cloth, for apparel and furniture, begins to 
rival the immense invoices of foreign ticklenbergs 
and other stout linens. Similar facts occur in a 
variety of other instances. Heavy cotton goods 
cannot beimported without a loss. Fancy goods 
offer the greatest profits, and, in many instances, 
are easy of imitation. In household manufac- 
tures, as soon as it happens that the stock of flax 
and wool is exhausted, the industry of very great 
numbers of families of the Middle, Northern, and 
Eastern States, is applied to our redundant cotton, 
which is everywhere for sale, and pays no im- 
port duty or excise. Every additional. working 
hour, in a day thus employed, is an addition of 
one twelfth part to the domestic manufactures of 
the country. It is highly beneficial to possess an 
unlimited raw material, which, at once, invites 
and impels to sober, steady industry, and facili- 
tates its operations. One natural effect is, to 
render every industrious female an artisan, when- 
ever her household duties do not require her 
time. The general practice of manufacturing 
cotton in families, not resident in the cotton 
raising district, prepares those families, by their 
habits of industry and their skill, for that exten- 
sion in the woollen manufacture which the rapid 
multiplication of sheep must very soon occasion. 

A large quantity of cotton is used as chain or 
warp, with woollen woof or filling, and it is used 
as woof or filling for goods with flaxen or hempen 
chains or warps. It has nearly superseded the 
use of flax in the manufacture of hosiery, and is, 
sometimes, mixed with wool in making stockings. 
Cotton is well adapted to use, in stockings, in 
our Southern winters. It is believed that it would 
be favorable to health if the colored laborers were 
supplied with a cap of thick undyed cotton swan- 
skin, similar, in form, to the highland woollen 
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cap of North Britain. Fevers, and morbid strokes 
of the sun, would be prevented by the protection 
of the head. 

Wool.—The manufacture which is next in 
rapid improvement and extent to cotton, is that 
of wool. It is very considerably aided by the 
new carding and spinning machinery; by the in- 
troduction of the merino, Barbary, and long- 
woolled sheep, by improvements in the breeding 
and tending of the general flocks of the country, 
by superior care of the growing fleece, by the in- 
crease of the value of ihe carcass or mutton, by 
the sorting of wool, by improvements in the 
stocking and cloth looms, by the acquisition of 
the fly shuttle, and of machinery to dress and 
finish cloths, by increased skill in the workmen, 
and by improvements in the arts and business of 
fulling and dying, to acquire which, great ex- 
ertion and expense are applied. 

The present growth and production of English 
wool is supposed to be most accurately estimated 
by Mr. Luccock, of Leeds, in his late publication. 
It is believed to decline. The soil is insufficient 
for the population. He estimates it at ninety- 
seven millions of pounds per annum. Ifthe whole 
quantity of the United Kingdom be taken at one 
hundred and twenty millions, and if two third 
parts be used by the British and Irish people, it 
will give eighty millions of pounds for sixteen 
millions of people, or five pounds per head, whe- 
ther infant or adult. This is exclusive of for- 
eign wool and the increased cotton substitutes. 
In tbe same proportion, the United States, if they 
contain at this time eight millions of persons, 
would require, were our climates as cold, forty 
millions of pounds. If it be considered that half 
our population lies to the southward of Pennsyl- 
vania, and that their cotton is a very convenient 
substitute for wool, it would appear that forty 
millions of pounds weight of sheep's wool is a 
good supply. It is believed, from the facts stated 
and considerations suggested on the subject.of 
wool, that the supply of- 1812 does not fall short 
of twenty to 22,000,000 of pounds. Notonly have 
sheep been multiplied, but their fleeces have been 
increased in weight, and much better preserved. 
A very few years must increase our wool to forty, 
fifty, or sixty millions of pounds, when the ex- 
portation of woollens must take place; for it is 
not doubted that our housewives, manufactures, 
and machinery, will continue to make up all the 
wool our sheep will yield. The stocks of fine- 
woolled sheep in Spain and Portugal are unhap- 
pily diminished, neglected, and injured, as well 
in the fleeces as in the bodies of those animals. 
Our principai source of European supply of fine 
wool is then reduced in quantity and quality, 
while prices are advanced. Our own stock of 
fine wool is therefore the more convenient and 
beneficial, and the manufactory of it is the more 
highly encouraged and greatly assisted. The 
Most strenuous and judicious efforts to increase 
the quantity and quality of our wool have occur- 
red within the two or three last years, while our 
adventitious gains of sheep and wool have been 
far greater than in any past time. Yet, the man- 


ufacturers, with their machinery, have so in- 
creased and extended as to advance the prices of 
wool, and even to produce continued importa- 
tions. Considerations of revenue, at least, have 
occasioned the actual encouragement of increased 
duties, in the last year. The simplicity of the 
prevailing colors in the woollen branch, for some 
time, has been favorable to the United States, 
and continues to be so in the present state of their 
woollen manufacture. Scarlet, purple, garnet, 
crimson, claret, maroon, and pea green, are more 
difficult to dye, fix, and finish, than drabs, bottle 
greens, grave mixtures, and browns. Several 
extensions of the woollen manufacture, produced 
by interruptions from Europe, and by the increase 
of wool, are particuiarly convenient to this coun- 
try, because they do not require the aid of the. 
fulling mills, and may therefore be executed in 
families, and by manufacturers within their own 
working places. Flannels,common woollen stock- 
ings, and hats, are among the goods contemplated. 
These are commodities of very great consump- 
tion, and as necessary as any other woollen goods 
for the general population, and for the supply of 
the Army and Navy. 

- The spinning wheel, the loom, and the fulling 
mill, are real aids to manual labor. The two 
first have been long invented. The last is a far 
more recent discovery. It has been little im- 
proved since its invention. If nice skill in using 
the fulling machinery is of the greatest impor- 
tance to the success of the woollen branch, it is 
very desirable to awaken the most particular at- 
tention of the manufacturers to this operation 
and mill. The fulling of hosiery is practised in 
Pennsylvania, in that description which is called 
the Germantown stockings. It particularly adapts 
them to the comfort and trying service of the 
Army. The fulling of hats is yet a manual 
labor. Wool, and other animal substances, are 
capable of being fulled. Vegetable substances 
are not deemed capable of that operation. The 
improved carding, spinning, and shearing ma- 
chines, the house-cloth loom, and stocking-cloth 
loom, are all capable of saving labor. Dying 
saves the domestic labor and expense of washing, 
while it prevents all that injury to the pleasant- 
ness and beauty of woollen cloths, which fre- 
quent washing occasions. 

No branch of manufactures receives so great 
an aecession of foreign workmen as the woollen 
branch, because the raw material and manufac- 
ture are universal in Europe. 

No branch of the manufactures of the United 
States receives so great a propulsion, from our 
immense landed capital, as the woollen braneh; 
because sheep are produced in every section of 
our country. Cotton hasa natural or climate- 
rial district, and requires a very limited portion 
ofit. Wheat has a practical district. Hemp and 
flax are limited in their cultivation by the state 
of population and employment. All these re- 
quire the steady labor of many hands. But the 
field of sheep walks is as extensive as our terri- 
tory, and sheep farming is universal. It must 
become very extensive. They do, themselves 
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much towards the care they require. The quan- 
tity of land which would maintain the greatest 
stock, belonging to any country in Europe, is but 
a minor fraction of our soil. Wool, then, must 
become abundant, and household manufactures, 
machines, and artisans, insure the conversion of 
it, as fast as it will increase, into materials for 
apparel and furniture, and into other merchan- 
dise, for domestic and foreign trade and con- 
sumption. 

Of all raw materials, none is capable of con- 
version into manufactures so favorable to health 
as wool. It is extensively and indispensably 
necessary to the enjoyment of that blessing. A 
great number of persons, of both sexes, and of 
all ages and conditions, require woollens for their 
comfort and their safety. There is no other 
good material for carpets; no other capable ma- 
terial for common hats and winter stockings; no 
other which preserves, in the human body, that 
constant, and equable, and insensible perspiration, 
the want of which brings early pain, disease, and 
death. No material for cloths, for furniture, and 
apparel, is so safe as wool in respect to fire. No 
abundant one, for these purposes, is so capable of 
economical and elegant colorings or dyes. Wool 
receives, and better than any other material re- 
tains, every tint, every shade of color. The 
goods of this manufacture are of very great va- 
riety and compass, beginning with three shillings 
sterling per groce of yards, in the shape of wool- 
len bindings, and rising to fifteen dollars per yard, 
in the form of superfine broadcloths, of the best 
Peruvian or Vicunia wool. 

Tron.—The red appearance, produced by iron, 
in our burnt clay, in every State and county, 
proves that character or quality of our soil. The 
ore is very abundant and widely diffused. The 
extraction of the metal in the best condition, the 
conversion of it into steel, and the manufacture 
of it into all the necessaries and conveniencies 
belonging to this extensive and useful branch, are 
facilitated by the omnipresence of wood, and, 
consequently, of charcoal, and by rich and nume- 
rous veins of fossil coal, appearing, in many 
places, on the surface of the earth. These are 
present magazines, and uncommonly strong 
symptoms of immense latent treasures of that 
fuel. The manufacturers of iron wares loudly 
call on the owners of mines of that metal to 
open more of them, and to work the whole upon 
a far greater scale. Machinery, to work up pig 
iron, has been wonderfully invented, extended, 
diversified, and multiplied, in this country, since 
the impediments, from the year 1750, from exter- 
nal legislation, ceased to exist. Every year en- 
larges and diversifies the iron and steel manufac- 
tures. They are much too numerous for a de- 
tailed statement. Castings have been made in 
very increased quantities. Those for the use of 
manufacturing machinery alone have been com- 
puted at one thousand tons per annum. The 
common blacksmiths’ work, though of necessity 
very imperfectly given in the tables, is a branch of 
manufacture of great amount, and is performed 
in every section of the United States, however 


agricultural, and however peopled. .The im- 


provement of the system and tools of these 
workmen, and, particularly, the introduction of 
labor-saving machinery into their shops, would 
be a very substantial benefit to them and to the 
country. The blacksmiths’ shops are, in effect, 
primary schools of the arts, The cut-nail ma- 
chinery has been very beneficially introduced 
into some of these shops, near to the iron fur- 
naces, insuring the profitable employment of all 
the time not otherwise occupied. It is like the 
two spinning wheels and the loom among the 
women in private families. The greatest nail- 
making State produces at the rate of nine pounds 
of nails for each person in the State; which is at 
the rate of sixty-five millions of pounds for the 
whole white population of the United States, 
were equal attention paid to this gainful econo- 
my of time and labor. There are many black- 
smiths and nail-makers among the people of Afri- 
ean birth and descent. f tat 
There being, in effect, no limit to our fund of 
charcoal, the extraction of pig metal from iron 
ore, the refining of iron by the second process, as 
also by the forge hammer, and other modes of 
compression, and the formation of it into manu- 
factures, by all the operations which require it to 
be heated to the malleable degree, are, therefore, 
performed without any of the injuries to the 
metal, arising from fossil coal, and with all the 
benefits resulting from carbonic fuel. As the 
extent of our territory insures a very great dura- 
tion to our stock of charcoal, by mere natural 
reproduction, and generally without the labor 
and expense of plantations, our iron manufac- 
tures must be very good, permanent, and highly 
beneficial. There are great quantities of iron 
adjacent to forests, which continue to impede the 
cultivation of the richest soils. Practice, the 
sciences, and imported aid and skill, add yearly 
to the degree of ability we possess in the iron 
branch. The rolling and slitting mills, the nail 
mill, the tilt hammer, the grinding and polishing 
mill, the wire mill, and all the great variety of 
iron works, except the common furnace and forge, 
were assumed to be prohibited by the act of the 
British Parliament of the year 1750, restraining 
the manufacture of iron beyond the pig and the 
bar. The iron and steel manufactures of Great 
Britain were raised in 1785 to the value of fifty 
millions of dollars. The United States formerly 
exported much iron, but they now import a far 
greater quantity in bars, and some rolled and 
slit. "The returns of the quantity of iron manu- 
factured are very imperfect, yet much is exhib- 
ited on the face of those documents. This branch 
has been very fruitful in inventions and labor- 
saving devices, both at home and abroad. In 
the moments when we feared difficulty and in- 
jury for the want of certain necessary things, the 
manufacture has been suddenly attained and es- 
tablished. This is remarkably the case as to 
common steel, iron wire, and edge tools, the man- 
ufactures of all which have been greatly advanced 
since 1810. "The variety of iron goods returned 
by some of the States and counties, proves, to ali . 
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quantities and values of the same kinds of goods 
are omitted in the returns from other States and 
counties. The improvement and extension of 
the cast-iron manufactures, including cannon, 
cast solidly, with a spruce head, and bored out, 
have been very great. The saving of the labor 
of the manual hammer, which is a chief benefit 
of small castings, and of the tilt and trip-ham- 
mers, have given extraordinary activity to this 
branch of the iron manufactory. 

The course of things is very strikingly altered 
with respect to both the commerce and manufac- 
ture of iron. The iron branch is more extensive 
and perfect in Great Britain than in any other 
country. It is worthy of note, therefore, that 
considerable quantities of iron and steel are im- 
ported, even from that country, into the United 
States, proving our capacity to manufacture iron 
goods. The duty alone prevents much more 
considerable importations of British iron. The 
English iron manufactures were very extensive 
in 1783. But in each of tlie five years preceding 
1800, they imported, on an average, 41,000 tons 
of bar iron. Many British workmen of their 
furnaces and forges have migrated to the States 
on the Baltic, and to other parts of the world, in- 
duced by the temptations of countries full of iron 
and wood. 'The scale upon which iron works 
have been lately conducted in Great Britain, the 
use of the steam-power, and the charring of pit- 
coal, have produced great benefits to the owners 
ofiron works. Everything that saves, or which 
is equivalent to the saving of labor, in the busi- 
ness of the furnaces, is of peculiar importance to 
the countries possessing abundance of iron ore. 
The extension of our manufactures is not im- 
peded by any want of the means to work it, 
when procured in the first simple state of pig 
metal. The extraction of metal from the ore 
involves much expensive labor. Much business 
is done in labor-saving manufactories, much in 
the common manual shops, since we can make 
the wire and working cards, and cannon, small 
nails, and anchors, spinning-wheel irons, and 
mill-work, screws, and ploughshares; and as we 
have raised the price of bar-iron from sixty to 
one hundred and ten dollars, since our Revolu- 
tion, our capacity in the iron branch cannot be 
doubted. But the most weighty fact, respecting 
ihe state of our iron manufactures, is, that we 
cannot procure enough of pig metal and bars to 
satisfy the great and increasiag demands of labor- 
saving mills and machines, and our numerous 
handicraft workmen. A principal improvement 
in the iron manufacture would be to make more 
valuable descriptions of goods, such as cutlery, 
fine tools, needles, watch-springs, and other nice 
wares. 

Hemp.—T he growers of this raw material are 
said to suffer very considerably from the sacrifice 
of the quantity and value of their crops, by im- 
perfections in rotting and preparing it for the 
manufacturers, An injurious conversion of a 
great number of strong and good fibres into tow 
by the want of skill and care in the preparation 


strong and harsh raw material is also rather un- 
suitable to the numerous class of female spinners 
and weavers. The labor of the culture, prepara- 
tion, and manufacture of hemp, oceasions it to be 
nearly excluded from the operations of household 
manufactures, in which respect it is on a less con- 
venient footing than flax. Its great importance 
to defence obviously recommends hemp to the 
most particular attention and consideration. Its 
region, its soil, its seed, its mode of gathering, 
rotting, freeing from the stalk, dressing, keeping, 
spinning, weaving. finishing, and uses, merit 
thorough investigation, very intelligible specifi- 
cation, and extensive diffusion, so as to ascertain, 
preserve, and make known, all those things, with 
the best instruments of its culture, preparation, 
and manufacture, and the selection of its seed for: 
propagation, oil-making, and all other uses. 

In the spinning of hempen yarn, water and 
steam-mills have been introduced. In making 
twine, and even in making cables, horse machi- 
nery isused. The improvements in weaving are 
more likely to be successful in the manufacture 
of hemp than in any other raw material, from 
the great strength of the yarn. : 

No manufacture appears to demand, in a greater 
degree, the aid of joint stock, or associations of 
capitalists and manufacturers. It is possible that 
such companies might very favorably affect the 
cultivation of hemp, by purchasing it of the 
planter, in the state in which it is first separated 
from the root or ground, in the manner in which 
some of the Louisiana cane-growers sell to a 
sugar manufacturer, the stalks of the cane, as 
soon as they have been cut. Such divisions of 
labor have many favorable effects, and some par- 
ticularly desirable in this country. When the 
manufacturer buys sugar-canes to make sugar, 
or hemp in the stalk, to rot and otherwise pre- 
pare, he in effect carries his manufacturing labor- 
ers into the present system of cultivation, by 
making them perform certain labors, which the 
farmer's people have hitherto performed. "The 
manufacturer also brings his money earlier into 
the hands of the farmer or planter, and he saves 
him all the capital requisite for works, tools, in- 
struments, and wages. The operations of the 
manufacturer also save labor, either by machi- 
nery, or by the superior skill and dexterity of 
those who follow one art or branch of industry. 
There is an useful reaction of all the adjacent 
arts and trades upon the neighboring cultivators, 
leading to care in all the parts of agriculture 
necessary to the production of excellent goods in 
the best condition. Our numerous flour-millers 
are ever checking the farmers who offer them 
bad kinds of wheat, or unclean, or mixed with 
rye or garlic. j 

Positions in the best hemp districts of the Uni- 
ted States, where the strong nature of the soil 
tempts, or impels to the cultivation of hemp, and 
where fossil coal abounds, appear to be fit places 
to bring forward the manufacture of hempen 
cloths, yarns, twines, and all other goods which 
are convenient to handle, to store, and to trans- 
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port; and which are not, like cables, and ships? 
cordage, liable to. be injured by the tar used in 
their manufaeture. By manufacturing hemp at 
the place of its growth, in such situations in 
Kentucky, the great and useless charges of trans- 
porting the offal, the tow, aud the good hemp, in 
an unmanufactured state, would be avoided. 
The best part of the materials, increased in value 
by the costs and profits of the manufacturing, 
would better sustain the charges of sending them 
to the other States, or to the seaports, for the for- 
eign trade. This raw material affords the strong- 
est evidence of the absolute necessity of manu- 
factures, and of adjacent manufacturers, espe- 
cially by labor-saving machinery, to the pros- 
perity of agriculture, and to the certainty of pub- 
lic supplies. Had we not cultivated and manu- 
factured hemp, in the time of peace, we must 
have suffered for want of the manufactures in 
time of war. Measures, even to force such man- 
ufactures as are really necessary to the public 
safety, are not uncommon in the United States. 
A printed investigation into the cultivation, 
manufacture, and uses of hemp, with engravings, 
from the seed to the completion in cordage, 
cloths, and other supplies of war, by sea and land, 
would be of great public advantage. One for- 
eign nation went into such a measure, and dis- 
played before the people, in the most perspicu- 
ous manner, all the operations of forty arts and 
trades, most important to agriculture, war, do- 
mestic service, and foreign trade.* No country 
would be more promptly moved by such meas- 
ures than the United States. The minds of the 
people are open to useful information, and those 
who receive conviction from such information 
are under no restraints of local or professional 
privileges. The freedom of trades, and the free- 
dom of towns, as they exist in some countries, 
are deductions from the general freedom of the 
national industry. ` 

Flax.— Habit, convenience, and necessity, espe- 
cially without the bounds of the cotton distriet 
of the United States, occasion an extensive cul- 
tivation, preparation, and manufacture, of this 
raw material. The foreign countries which are 
most distinguished in this branch, have not yet 
made any considerable use of labor-saving ma- 
chinery, and have few regular factories in which 
flax is prepared, spun, twisted, or wove. They 
have, until lately, depended entirely upon house- 
hold industry for the preparation and spinning. 
In the United States, the branch has risen to its 
present considerable height chiefly by the same 
means. Within a few years, machinery, saving 
labor in a greater degree than the common spin- 
ning wheel, has been introduced into regular 
establishments, and eyen into private families; 
also machinery, to double, treble, and twist. 
There appears no reason to doubt that the flax 
manufacture will maintain a respectable ground 
in the United States, by the industry of common 
spinners and weavers, by little and great labor- 


* The French exposition of the arts and trades, 
called “Dictionnaire des Arts et Métiers." 


saving machines, by the fly shuttle, and by some 
of the improvements of the loom.. Such an in- 
vestigation and display of all the operations and 
instruments of the culture and manufacture of 
flax,as have been suggested in regard to hemp, 
would be equally useful with a view to profit, 
though not so important to the defence of the 
country. The spinners and weavers demand of 
our merchants their constant aid in the importa- 
tion of flax, for our cultivators do not keep pace 
with the wants and progress of the manufac- 
turers; and in proportion as labor-saving machi- 
nery and capital shall be introduced into this 
branch, still greater exertions of the landed in- 
terest will become necessary. The household 
manufacture of flax is the most general, and the 
most familiar of all the family operations, relat- 
ing to cloths for apparel and furniture in the 
United States. In consequence of habits so pre- 
vailing, all we can raise is manufactured, and ali 
we can import. This branch also affortls conclu- 
sive evidence that even handicraft operations will 
succeed in the household way. 

Gold, Silver, and the finer-mixed Metals.—The 
increase of capital, with the consequent freedom 
of consumption and extension of manufactures 
and commerce, has occasioned goods made of 
these materials to be greatly multiplied, diversi- 
fied, and improved. Gold and silver wares are 
made in all the considerable towns, and have 
reached a very high degree of convenience, ex- 
cellence, and beauty, in some places. They are 
not only equal to every possible demand of the 
country, but our present workmen could make a 
stock of gold and silver wares, for foreign sale 
equal to the quantity exported by any nation of 
Europe. With common care, the standard qual- 
ity is good and uniform, the branch being in the 
hands of an intelligent and respectable class of 
citizens, and if it were chosen to raise the stand- 
ard of quality in such inconsiderable degree as 
to make the silver platea little superior to the 
purest foreign standard, and to establish an assay, 
the operation would probably be quite as pleasing 
to the conductors of this branch of our manufac- 
tures as it would be practicable and easy. 

The use of rollers, and other contrivauces, to 
save labor in some degree, have been gradually 
introduced into the gold and silver manufactory ; 
but, being numerous, they have, though small, at 
length reached to a considerable aggregate im- 
portance. They would, indeed, be at this time 
highly convenient and valuable, did not taste and 
fashion, to the dominion of which this branch is 
peculiarly subject, render it unsafe to make a too 
large stock of goods, though exhibiting, in their 
forms, every line of beauty and of grace. 

The goldbeater's trade, or that of the manufac- 
ture of gold leaf, has been recently introduced 
into the United States. The metal is prepared 
by labor-saving rollers, which reduce it to the 
thickness of a hard, tough, and very thin letter 
paper. Silver is similarly manufactured into 
leaf. The city of New York has attracted the 
most conspicuous and greatest number of these 
artists. It is understood that they are well estab- 
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lished and prosperous. The workmen of Europe, 
in all branches such as this, are much incom- 
moded by the fluctuations and distresses of that 
quarter of the world, and they now find encour- 
agement here. This is the case with all that de- 
scription of artists who are employed in making 
the more valuable metal ornaments, trinkets, set 
work, of glass, valuable stones, and paste, in gold, 
and silver, and jewelry. 

Plated work, and the fine and common mixed 
metal buttons and buckles, are made in very con- 
siderable quantities, by foreign and native work- 
men. Casting and machinery afford them great 
assistance. 

Button making has become a lucrative and 
regular employment in the United States, and is 
far more considerable than appears by the re- 
turns. The rollers for small and fine work. are 
not sufficiently numerous and dispersed, or all the 
necessary supplies might be made with ease. The 
rolling and'stamping apparatus greatly saves la- 
bor in button making. "The American cast but- 
ton is so cheap, that it can rarely be imported. 
Water mills and steam engines, to roll and stamp, 
in the manner of Europe, will quickly possess the 
United States of the entire manufactory of but- 
tons, and other small metal goods, for seven mil- 
lions and a half of people, with opportunities of 
Íree and unburdened exportation. 

Hides and Skins of domestic and wild ani- 
mals.—Kvery description and variety of leather 
is made here. So entirely and easily are the raw 
materials worked up by the tanners, leather dres- 
sers, and other manufacturers, that even the deer 
skin, which was formerly prepared in the buff 
mode only, is now much more frequently and ex- 
tensively tanned and dressed as russet or colored 
leather. That species of skin alone has been 
heretofore exported in the unmanufactured state. 
Fine and delicate skins, which were not formerly 
known as raw materials, are now imported, and 
handsomely dressed, finished, and made up into 
ladies’ shoes, pocket books. and other goods. The 
demand for skins, in this extensive and successful 
branch, has occasioned a curious and effective 
invention, to split skins, producing a double quan- 
tity of covers for books, and other purposes. The 
hog skin is tanned in some places, but it is too 
often neglected and lost, in the shape of mere offal 
of fresh, pickled, and smoked meat. Being par- 
ticularly fit to make strong and handsome sad- 
dlery, the farmers will profit by attention to the 
best management of their hog skins, in all the 
States, as they now do in some. The proper oil 
of fish is not so abundant as it formerly was, nor 
obtainable in interior situations, without a great 
expense; and it is possible, that the congenial fat 
of the skin of this animal may occasion it to be 
better and more easily preserved than the skins of 
horses and oxen. A judicious course in manufac- 
tures is to consider the true fitness of the various 
materials, and to put each kind to its proper use. 

The facility and utility of the manufactory of 
leather is everywhere such, that the utmost in- 
genuity has been exercised upon the subject of 
the sources of the raw materials, and the economy 
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of them when manufactured. A considerable 
premium has been offered, by the French Gov- 
ernment, for the invention of the best and cheap- 
est substitute for leather, for the covers of books. 

It would favor the Indian trade, which has a 
great tendency to conciliate the aborigenes, if the 
manufacture, and a greater consumption of deer 
skins, could be effected in our frontier towns. ` It 
would give activity to the Indian commerce. The 
transportation of dressed skins from thence, would 
not be subject to so heavy a rate of expense, in 
proportion to the increased value, nor would they 
suffer, in their substance, as they now do, from 
the worm, and from fermentation and decay. 

The present and constant manufacture of all 
our hides and skins, affords the manufacturers an 
opportunity to devise and perform such things 
as, by increasing the beauty and goodness of their 
commodities, will enhance the aggregate value 
of their leather branch. Much utility and profit 
may be derived from superior tanning, coloring, 
dressing, workmanship, fancy, taste, and econo- 
my, in the whole range of the operations of the 
leather manufacturers. The elegance of our im- 
proved book binding is an example. The abund- 
ance of farm lands, and the distance of many of 
them from the seaport, render it certain that the 
United States will always be one of the greatest 
cattle raising and meat eating countries. Of 
course, there will be in our marketsa great quan- 
tity of North American hides and skins. Bark, 
lime, and water sites, are, in many places, rarer 
incidents in country tanners’ possessions and 
general situation, than things required to be spe- 
cially sought, purchased, or hired. Whatever is 
properly made of leather, is a commodity of the 
most useful and durable nature. There are no 
commodities, the surplus of which will more 
certainly command a good and sure foreign 
market, than.the manufactures of this raw ma- 
terial. As the nature of the country, and of 
many things in it, give a great fund of fixed 
and necessary capital in this branch; so it is 
true that there is a very large moneyed capital 
constantly employed in it. The Southern plan- 
ters have, in many instances, made tanning a 
household or plantation business, which they 
may generally do with a little attention to the 
practice, and the addition of the pleasure of a 
little relative chemical reading. Were chemis- 
try,in particular, and the general science rela- 
tive to the fine and useful arts and manufactures, 
made a branch of domestic and academical in- 
struction, it would greatly and permanently re- 
dound to the dignity of the American mind, and 
the solid internal profits of the business of the 
country. Such a course of instruction may be 
commenced at an early age: for exhibitions of 
this nature, internal compositions, mixtures, at- 
tractions, fermentations, and decompositions of 
material objects, are as amusing as instructive, 
and all these are pleasingly and intelligibly dis- 
payed in experimental philosophy. 

It is believed that the present annual value of 
the leather manufactures of the United States 
exceeds that of any other nation, in proportion to 
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the population, though the prices in America are 
lower,and the goods are nearly all of the useful and 
necessary, and noi of the fine and showy charac- 
ter; and, as they are chiefly by the mere manual 
industry, and are not much aided in the domestic 
or household way, they establish our capacity 
for general manufactures in the ordinary modes. 

Maple Sugar.—This useful and valuable com- 
modity has been heretofore generally estimated 
as one which this country was rather able than 
likely ever to manufacture in a considerable quan- 
tity ; yet, incomplete as manifestly are the gen- 
eral tables, in which eight only of the twenty-six 
districts return the maple sugar manufactured, 
and defective as are the subordinate returns from 
nearly all the States which have noticed the com- 
modity, it is found that nine millions six hundred 
and sixty-five thousand one hundred and eight 
pounds of maple sugar are proved to have been 
made in the year 1810. It is considered that 
seventeen millions and one-half of foreign sugar, 
with perhaps three millions and one-half more, of 
maple sugar, supplied our consumption in 1790, 
when the population was four millions of persons. 
Four millions of pounds might be added for the 
weight of molasses used in substance. Our pre- 
sent population would, therefore, probably enjoy 
a comfortable but moderate supply of foreign 
and domestic sugar, in fifty millions of pounds 
of the crude or Muscovado, allowing, for obvious 
reasons, a freer consumption now than heretofore. 
It is not rare for careful, attentive families to 
make three or fout. hundred pounds weight in a 
season. If two hundred and fifty thousand fam- 
ilies (of the one million two hundred and fifty 
thousand families which compose this nation) 
wereto make only two hundred pounds each, 
or five hundred thousand of those families were 
to make no more than one hundred pounds each, 
we should have the requisite supply of fifty 
millions of pounds. The State of Ohio, with 
a population equal to about one-thirty-third 
part of that of the United States, returns three 
millions and twenty-three thousand eight hun- 
dred and six pounds of maple sugar. If the 
whole Union were to manufacture at that rate, it 
would produce above one hundred millions of 
pounds. hus are the calculations of the year 
1790 fully realized, though deemed then sanguine 
and fanciful. The preservation and general prop- 
agation of the sugar maple tree, therefore, very 
strongly press upon the public consideration. This 
substantial and energetic nation can effect, with 
ease, what the youngest member of the Union, in 
1810, struggling with the forest and the savage, 
performed in mere ordinary course. The thor- 
ough investigation and display of tbis subject, 
from the natural history of the tree, through the 
course of exposure, seasons, treatment, manage- 
ment, and manufacture, till its formation into re- 
fiued loaf sugar, and to the death and new plan- 
tation of the tree, with its qualities and various 
uses as wood, and with dueattention to the im- 
plements, utensils, process in a manufacturing and 
in a chemical view, in all the possible details, ap- 
pears to be earnestly demanded of the Govern- 


ment. This effort would induce its reward in 
almost every township, by the benefits which 
would result from the mere excitement of a gen- 
eral attention to the manufacture of so pleasant, 
so profitable, and so nutritious a production. To 
be fully and universally aware of an attainable 
advantage is, in such a case, to insure the atten- 
tion necessary to obtain and preserve it. The 
season of making maple sugar is from the middle 
of February to the end of March, when the farmer 
and his family have little business to employ 
them. Five pounds have been stated as the pro- 
duce of a tree; but if four, and even three, pounds 
be taken from each tree, on an average, seventeen 
millions of trees will produce fifty-one millions 
of pounds of sugar. There are frequently forty 
trees upon an acre of land; but, if there be only 
thirty-four, then five hundred thousand acres (a 
quantity of land inferior to very many single 
counties in the United States) will yield the whole 
necessary supply. The reserved wood lands of 
our farms is, on a medium, more than a fourth 
part, even in our old counties; wherefore, a tract 
of two millions of acres (of which three-fourths 
might be cleared for the plough) would fully suf- 
fice. This quantity may be considered as about 
one-thirteenth or fourteenth part of a State as 
large as the lands of New York or Pennsylvania, 
uncovered by streams and lakes. Our rough 
mountain land will produce this tree. It has 
been credibly certified, that a single township, in 
the State of New York, produced one hundred 
and fifty thousand pounds weight of maple sugar 
in the infancy, or seventh year of its settlement. 
It will be observed, that the manufacture is proved 
by the annexed tables, in Parts III and IV, al- 
ready to take place in the Northern State of Ver- 
mont and in the Southern State of Tennessee, 
and in many parts of the intermediate country, 
establishing the region of the sugar maple tree 
and manufacture to be several hundreds of mil- 
lions of acres. The tree is abundant in more 
southern districts. As it is at present considered 
necessary to impart to the wine of the Corinth or 
currant fruit a greater degree of the saccharine 
character than it has from mature, the general 
presence of tbe maple tree, and the universal ca- 
pacity of our country to produce the red, white, 
and black currants, are facts apparently worthy 
of the public attention. Maple sugar, within my 
personal knowledge, has been so well refined as 
to have been served to the largest cireles of for- 
eign and American evening visiters at the house 
of the late President Washington. The quality 
was of that real excellence, which the double re- 
fined white loaf sugar (from the cane) of the late 
Mr. Edward Pennington, of Philadelphia, is gen- 
erally known to have possessed. Information as 

to the proper quantity and use of quick lime, and 

some directions to avoid waste and injury in the 

operation of boiling, are the principal instructions 

wanted by our farmers and pianters to make good 

Muscovado sugar from the proper kind of the 

American maple tree. While the Governments 

of Europe labor so incessantly to discover a vege- 

table production which will yield them sugar, we 
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enjoy, from the gift of Providence, a great favor. 
in the sugar maple trees which overspread our 
country. If we have buta limited quantity of 
cane land, it is happy that we possess very many 
more than the requisite number of sugar maple 
trees. 

The substitution of this sugar for molasses, or 
the use of it when it reaches the condition and 
substance of molasses, is a further object to our 
country, which imports many millions of gallons 
of that commodity from foreign countries. With 
a view to the economy of drink, this is a most 
interesting consideration. 

But sugar and molasses are so auxiliary to 
household preparations of various kinds, and to 
several great and small manufaetures, and they 
are so acceptable to the great mass of our increas- 
ing population, that there is no reason to doubt 
that there might be a good market for all the 
sugar we can procure, not only from our canes 
and maple trees, but by the most active com- 
merce. Consumption at home, and free exporta- 
tion, will ever support the price. Sugars of every 
quality have increased in value throughout the 
world within a few years. 

The Sugar of the Cane.—This interesting 
commodity is, in the United States, in the erude 
form, little more thanan agricultural production, 
and, in its best refined condition, an elegant and 
grateful manufacture. After the acquisition of 
a cane district, by the purchase of Louisiana, it 
was apprehended that the Constitutional imped- 
iment to the importation of slaves would haveat 
once deprived us of much cane sugar, which our 
newly acquired country would produce, and, in 
some degree, affect the prosperity of the Delta of 
the. Mississippi. But the reported production of 
nine millions six hundred and seventy-one thou- 
sand pounds of the sugar of the cane in Lower 
Louisiana, in the year 1810, with one hundred 
and seventy-nine thousand five hundred gallons 
of molasses,* is considered as far short of what 
that country will be quickly made to produce, 
by the general adoption of the new and curious 
operations in the culture of cane and the manu- 
facture of sugar, which are found to be practica- 
ble. The new course appears worthy of partic- 
ular attention. 

Instead of the employment of slaves, requiring 
a very burdensome advance of capital, and an 
expensive subsistence, the occasional labor of 
neighboring or transient hired white persons is 
often used to prepare the grounds with the plough 
and harrow, to plant the new canes, to dress the 
old ones, and to clear the growing plants from 
weeds. The same or other white laborers are 
afterwards employed by the planters to cut, and 
stack under cover, the ripened canes, so as to 
prepare them for the grinding mill and boiler. 
The operation of planting occurs after the sickly 
autumnal season, and before the vernal; and the 
operation of cutting also occurs in the healthy 


xt There. were made, also, 239,130 gallons of dis- 
tilled spirits out of 239,130 gallons of molasses, in 
Lower Louisiana, in the year 1810. 


season, at the end of the following Autumn. The 
service is not, therefore, unhealthy. 

It is considered to be expedient that the plan- 
ters who own, and they who cultivate the soil, 
should not expend great sums in the establish- 
ment of mills and sets of works on all the sugar 
estates, after the manner of the West India col- 
onies of the European States. But it is found 
more convenient and profitable to leave the busi- 
ness of grinding and boiling to one manufacturer 
of Muscovado sugar, for a number of planters.” 
These persons, like the owners of grain mills and 
saw-gin mills, can be employed for a toll in kind 
or part of the produce, or for a compensation in 
money. By this method a tract of two miles 
square, or three hundred and twenty perches 
square, which will contain twenty-five plantations 
of above one hundred and two acres each, may 
be accommodated by one central manufactory of 
Muscovado sugar from the cane stalks: for none 
of the plantations will be more distant from the 
boiler than a single mile—a mere city porter- 
age orcartage. Refineries, making white sugar, 
and distilleries, may be added, and the economy 
and accommodation to the planters will be more 
complete. 

The effect of this division of labor and owner- 
ship will be rapidly to bring into the most com- 
plete and productive cultivation all the cane lands 
in the United States, and to advance the various 
manufactures of this valuable and wholesome 
agricultural production. The easy and cheap 
maintenance of cattle, the abundant supplies of 
provisions and building materials for man and 
beast, and the redundance of fuel and cask lum- 
ber, with the benefits to our planters from being 
more frequently and comfortably their own stew- 
ards and overseers, will greatly redound to their 
convenience and profits. The exemption from 
duty on their Muscovado sugar, their refined 
white sugar, their molasses, and their rum, is a 
very great advantage to the manufacturers of 
and from the brown sugar. and molasses of the 
United States.* i 

Wines of the Grape.—The proper wines of the 
grape, of the best qualities, are those produced in 
various climates which are found in the United 
States, if reliance can be placed upon the indica- 
tions of temperature which I have ventured to 
suggest. To the kinds of that liquor which have 
been mentioned, the celebrated wine, called Tokay, 
may be added. It is produced near a place of the 
same name, situated in Hungary, in 49° north, in 
a temperature approaching to that of Champagne, 
one of the best wine districts of France. This 
situation may be considered as nearly correspon- 
ding with that of the country around the common 
point of contact of Virginia, Maryland, and Penn- 
sylvania. The exquisite wines of the Cape of 
Good Hope, particularly the red and white Con- 
stantia, which are produced in 34? South, a posi- 
tion deemed colder than the same latitude North, 


* It is understood that the sugar cane has been suc- 
cessfully cultivated on the coast of Georgia, within 
thirty or forty miles of the ocean. : 
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may be also added. 
an excellent wine. 

It has been understood, within a short time, that 
some enterprising and well informed emigrants 
from Germany, after careful experiments, have 
considered the temperature of the southwestern 
corner of Pennsylvania as suitable for the pro- 
duction of the Rhenish and Moselle qualities of 
wines. "This fact contributes to support the opin- 
ion, that it will be safe to count the degrees and 
minutes of common temperature in Europe and 
North America, respectively, from Lisbon and 
St. Augustine or New Orleans. 

It appears by the returns, that about ninety-six 
quarter casks (a quantity of good red wine wor- 
thy of notice) have been made by a few Swiss 
settlers, from the Madeira and Cape of Good 
Hope grapes,on the river Ohio, in about 39? North 
latitude, in the Territory of Indiana. It is also 
understood, that a good wine, really fit for table 
use, has been made in the vicinity of Columbia, 
in South Carolina. Other experiments have 
been made, with various success. 

The grape vine of several distinctly different 
species is indigenous in the United States, and is 
found in every degree of latitude, from the river 
St. Croix tothe Gulf of Mexico. It is, doubtless, 
from such original stocks, in corresponding tem- 
peratures of Europe, that its several present excel- 
lent wine grapes have been obtained by selection, 
choice of position, and soil and cultivation. The 
skill of the wine makers, resulting from practice, 
and improved by the relative arts, has curiously 
perfected the manufacture of wine. This com- 
modity rewards, by profit and pleasure, the skill 
and exertion of its improvers. A striking differ- 
ence, very interesting to the United States, occurs 
in the characters of certain great classes of for- 
eign wines, extensively used in this country, a 
statement and attempt to explain which may 
contribute to improve the future operations of the 
wine makers of the United States. 

It has been constantly observed that, although 
the superior red and white wines of France (the 
Burgundy, the finer Clarets, and Champagne, and 
the Sauterne) are proved by the hydrometer to 
be as strong as some, and stronger than others, of 
the wines of Spain, Portugal, and their wine 
islands, (the Sherry, the Pacharetta, the Lisbon, 
the Carcavella, the Madeira, the Teneriffe, the 
Fayal, and the St. Michael’s,) yet the French 
wines can only be kept in bottles well corked and 
sealed, while the latter are constantly kept upon 
tap, in half emptied casks. It is also observed, 
that, within a few hours after the uncorking ofa 
bottle of French wine, especially of any of the 
superior qualities, it becomes sensibly bad, while 
these white wines of Spain, Portugal, and their 
islands, remain good, and some of them even im- 
prove in decanters, which by accident have re- 
mained long unstopped. This difference is con- 
sidered to be occasioned by the fact, that the spirit 
of the French wine is its own natural and proper 
fermented spirit, while the Portuguese and Span- 
ish wines have, in addition to their fermented, 
infusions of distilled spirits or brandy. The 


The Madeira produces there 


French wines, soon after their exposure to the 
air, by the drawing of the cork, are believed to 
recommence fermentation, and are quickly in- 
jured, having been before sufficiently and most 
perfectly fermented ; while the distilled spirits 
in those wines of Spain and Portugal, prevents a 
similar recommencement of fermentation and its 
consequent injuries. Distilled spirits have no 
sensible fermentation. : 

Believing in this cause of the difference between 
those two great classes of wines, and deeply im- 
pressed with the importance of that difference, in 
several views, I submitted the facts, in a guarded 
and informal conference with the President, Vice 
Presidents, and several other Learned and judicious 
members of the American Philosophical Society, 
at one of our meetings, in a manner which led to 
suggestions of the moment, from the gentlemen, 
respectively, in order to attaina knowledge of the 
cause; and, after hearing the whole, that which 
I have stated was also submitted to their consid- 
eration, and was received with as much assent as 
the nature of the learned body and of the subject 
rendered proper and necessary, on a new and 
informal communication. This matter is intro- 
duced here as the foundation ofa suggestion, that, 
in the wine making business of the United States, 
in internal situations, where bottles may be costly 
or unattainable, a cautious infusion of the barely 
necessary portion of homogeneous distilled spirits 
(the purest and best brandy of the grape) will, 
probably, enable our citizens to keep their wine 
as they keep those of Lisbon, Xeres, Madeira, 
Fayal, and Teneriffe, in half empty casks and 
common decanters. Thus, not only a great and 
universal economy in respectto bottles may be 
made, but the practicability of keeping wines, in 
a condition fit for use, may be extended to all sit- 
uations, and to every store keeper and family. 
Hitherto the manufacture of fermented liquors has 
been impeded, by the expense of bottles, and often 
by the total want of them. i 

As the grape and its winesand essential salt 
(known under the name of cream of tartar) are 
of very considerable importance to our interior 
country, which must receive foreign wines at 
costs and charges, which a great majority of the 
people cannot sustain, and as wine has a high 
value as an inducement from distilled spirits and 
as a medicine, besides the value of the fresh and 
dry grape, itisa matter of real consequence in 
this statement, that the success of the wine man- 
ufacture appears to be rendered certain, by the 
variety and universality of native grapes, by a 
number of successful experiments, and by the cor- 
respondence of temperature between parts of our 
country and the districts of the Tokay, the Cham- 
pague, the Moselle, the Rhenish, and the Hock, 
the Burgundy, the various Clarets of Bordeaux, 
the Sauterne and Grave, the Oporto, the Lisbon, 
and other superior or estimable wines of the Eu- 
ropean continent, and those also of the Cape of 
Good Hope. Extreme heat does not appear ne- 
cessary or even favorable to the happiest concoc- 
tion of the juices of the grape, the orange, and 
fruit in general. France, not less distinguished 
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pale ale and porter manufactures, in 1774. The 
exportation of malt liquors, and their coasting 
transportation and sale, have been very much 
increased. 

So great inducements from the cultivation and 
production of gtain arise from the cultivation and 
growth of raw materials, including cane sugar, 
and from the very increased attention to sheep, 
and horse, and cattle farming, that the great far- 
mer's manufactory of cider must extend, increase, 
and improve. The high price of flour, also, di- 
minishes attention to grain liquors. "The first 
qualities of cider are more valuable than the 
inferior wines are to the cultivators of France, 
the Azores, the Balearic isles, the Greek isles, the 
Canaries, and other wine countries. Cider is par- 
ticularly convenient to those States whose set- 
tlements are completed, as it requires the use of 
but little land, and not the exclusive use: for 
orchards admit the cultivation ef the ground. The 
distillery in those fully populated States, is chiefly 
from apples, to the north of the Delaware. The 
preservation of cider, withut the expense of bot- 
tling, is more practicable and more general than 
that of fermented malt liquors. 

The exquisite and various flavor of the North 
American peach, in the most favorable situations, 
and the ease with which itis propagated in such 
places, give rise to great solicitude, that nice and 
careful experiments should be made of the qual- 
ity of the clear fermented liquor it would yield. 
Whether the attempt would succeed best, if the 
peach were treated like the grape, the apple, and 
the pear, in making wine, cider, and perry, or 
whether it would best succeed, if the fruit were 
treated in the manner of the currant, experience 
would determine. In the former cases, proper 
grape wines, cider, and perry, are made of the 
juices of the grape, the apple and the pear, with- 
out water, and often without brandy in the wine; 
always without brandy-in the farmer's cider, and 
in perry. In the case of the currant wine, brandy 
is sometimes added, and sometimesomitted ; sugar 
is always added, on account of the acidity of that 
fruit. The peach would not require that addi- 
tion. There seems to be reason to fear it may 
prove too saccharine. It ought, however, to be 
remembered, that the wine of France, ealled 
Frontignac, is of an extreme sweetness, with less 
pungency than the juice of the peach. It is pos- 
sible, too, that the peach juice, fined, and with or 
without an infusion of brandy, might be preserved 
as a sweet, to mix with other things; it would 
probably require the bottle. The ease with 
which the peach is raised throughout the United 
States, and its application, hitherto, to the table, 
only in its fresh and dried states, and to the dis- 
tillery, invite to endeavors to extend its utility. 
So copious an addition to our substitutes for cane 
sugar, in the form of a sweetening treacle, and of 
so exquisite a flavor, would be very valuable, if 
it could be rendered conveniently attainable. 

The ancient fermented liquors, made of honey, 
call metheglin, and mead, are not mentioned in 
any of the returns, though they have been long 
made in the United States—the former in consid- 


for its various and exquisite fruits than any other 
country, has no point more Southern than 42° 
26' North latitude. In considering the character 
of Madeira and its wines, it will be remembered 
that it is a small and elevated island, and similar 
considerations, as to temperature, arise, in regard 
to the Constantia vineyards, at the Southern 
point of Africa, the Cape of Good Hope, which 
must greatly partake of insular characteristics. 

Other fermented liquors.—'The moralizing ten- 
dency and salubrious nature of these manufac- 
tures, recommend them to aserious consideration, 
and particularly in our country. Distinet views 
of those of the wines of the grape, customarily, 
and of the currant or Corinth fruit, have been 
submitted. Beer, ale, porter, cider, and perry, 
manufactures of great aggregate iinportance to 
ihe farmers, remain for notice. The difficulty 
and expense of procuring a supply of strong bot- 
. des, and a peculiar taste for lively or foaming 
beer, which our Summers do not favor, have 
been principal causes of the inconsiderable pro- 
gtess of the manufacture of malt liquors, com- 
pared with distilled spirits. The absence, or the 
infrequency of malting, as a separate trade, has 
also operated against brewing in the small way, 
and in families. The great facility of making and 
preserving distilled spirits, has occasioned them 
exceedingly to interfere with the brewery. The 
liquor of peaches, hitherto deemed incapable of 
use without distillation, greatly prevents the use 
of beer in a very extensive region of our country, 
where the peach tree grows with the freedom of 
a weed, and where its fruit is of the best quality. 
Cider, which is abundantly -produced in anoth- 
er very extensive region, rivals fermented malt 
liquors, as a common drink, and a material for a 
customary concoction (the cider royal) and for 
distillation, | ' : 

A method to preserve beer, and other fermented 
malt liquors, on tap, in half full vessels, by pecu- 
liar constructions of the casks and the cocks, has 
been invented.* The manufactory of glass bot- 
tles is likely to continue to increase. The cork 
tree might be established in all our climates south 
of the Chesapeake. T'he manufacture of Wire, 
for securing the corks, is commenced with abun- 
dant capital in several places, The sealing ma- 
terials for bottled liquors, are cheap in America. 
The manufactures of the brewery are diversified 
in the shapes of porter, pale ale, brown ale, strong 
beer, and small beer, to suit all tastes, and to ac- 
commodate all climates and consumers. The 
‘want of a head, or top of foam (or cream, as it is 
popularly called here) is now known to be ob- 
servable in the tap beers of Europe, and it is pre- 
sumable thgt this object of fancy, or taste; will 
not, therefore, be in future deemed indispensable 
in the American tap houses and families. We 
have been used to consider the want of this foam 
as an evidence of badness. The brewery must 
be expected to improve in the United States, as 
it manifestly has, since the introduction of the 


* By the present Mr. Robert Hare, a native of Phil- 
adelphia. : 
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erable quantities. They would fairly contribute 
to swell the aggregate value of our household 
manufactures, 

Distilled Spirits —Numerous and valuable im- 
provements in this manufacture have been ef- 
fected. By making spirits of sixth proof, (Jamaica 
rum and French brandy being only fourth proof,) 
the transportation of American distilled spirits, 
from distant interior places, is effected upon more 
favorable terms, according to the value, or a 
lower rate per centum. The empyreumatic oil 
is frequently and easily extracted by a patented 
operation, and the bad flavor of ill tasted spirits 
is taken off. The quantity of distilled spirits re- 
ported, is 25,804,792 gallons, equal to 234,589 
puncheons, of about 110 gallons each, very far 
exceeding all the West Indian and South Amer- 
ican rum, or spirits, and molasses, of every for- 
eign Power. Our manufacture of spirits is partly 
from foreign and American molasses, oats, Indian 
corn, buckwheat, wheat, and potatoes, but princi- 
pally from rye, apples, and peaches. The com- 
parative importance of this distillery will be more 
clearly understood. when itis known that the 
amount of all the rum and spirits imported from 
the British colonies, into England, in 1785, was 
18,184 casks, of 110 gallons each. Itis true, that 
there was a considerable exportation from the 
British West Indies to the United States, some 
to the Northern British colonies, and a little in 
other directions. Butthe American distillery, at 
present, very far exceeds the whole. It will cer- 
tainly continue to receive considerable support 
from foreign consumption. 

The unobserved rapidity of the growth of the 
grain distillery, combining with the extension of 
the brewery, and with the increased consumption 
of the various meals, by the manufacturers, and 
the modern cultivations of cotton and sugar, have 
greatly contributed to maintain the high prices 
of wheatand Indian corn : for, the ryeand barley, 
whieh have been raised for the distillery and 
brewery, have employed a proportional part of 
the cleared land and labor of the country. But, 
as our objects of cultivation have increased in 
number, and continue to increase, and as grain 
will be raised in a less proportion, according to 
our population, and our manufacturers, cotton 
growers, sugar planters, and cattle farmers, will 
require large supplies, the original necessity for 
the grain distillery will decrease. Cider, and 
wines of the grape and currant, will, at the same 
time, increase, and will materially interfere with 
the grain distillery by their rivalship, and by their 
employment of a portion of our industry. The 
distillery of the potato is said to be very profita- 
ble and increasing, and the flavor may be im- 
proved by the extraction of the empyreumatic 
oil, in the patented manner, as very profitable, 
and as moralizing rivals of distilled spirits. All 
the other drinks, such as fermented malt liquors, 
cider, currant wine, perry, and grape wine, are 
respectfully conceived to merit a sanctioned in- 
vestigation, and perspicuous display, for the use 
of the people. 

Chemical Preparations—This branch of man- 
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ufactures has been a great source of profit in Hol- 
land, Germany, Great Britain, and France. Our 
rapid and very great attainments in it are evi- 
dences of the enterprise of our citizen in trade 
and business, and of their progress in science and 
useful knowledge. The sugar refinery, distillery, 
and brewery, may be considered as ancient and 
important parts of this branch ; but the operations, 
to which reference is most partieularly intended, 
are those of the proper chemist’s laboratories, for 
drugs, medicines, tinctures, extracts, dyes, and 
pigments. "These have been extended with great 
skill and profit. The works, the capital, and the 
talents, which are constantly added to this busi- 
ness, insure its permanency and success. 

Soon after the acquisition of the Southern lead 
mines, establishments, to make pigments of that 
material, were erected, in one season, sufficient, 
with the new shot factories, to employ that por- 
tion of the addition which was likely to reach. 
the Atlantic ports. Red and white lead and 
patent yellow are now made in very considerable 
quantities, and, operating with the other manu- 
factories of the same raw material or metal, oc- 
casion a demand upon the miners and the mer- 
chants for much more than they supply. Besides 
these, a great number and variety of other prepa- 
rations of paints, drugs, tinctures, extracts, &c. 
are constantly made, so as to interfere with the 
importations, in some instances, and to prevent 
them in others. The practitioners of physic, va- 
rious artists, and builders, derive great assistance, 
in their respective operations, from these manu- 
factures, and, by a selection of faithful makers, 
have itin their power to avoid those fraudulent 
and pernicious deceptions, which few importers 
can detect, and none con entirely prevent. It 
would be favorable to morals, to the public health 
and interest, and to the internal and external 
trades, if these and other manufactures, liable to 
adulteration, were required to be sold with evi- 
dence of the maker’s name. 

Bricks and Brick Clay.—There are very great 
quantities of brick clay, or common potters’ clay, 
in the United States; and in numberless. situa-. 
tions adjacent to abundant woods and forests, 
and frequently to fossil coal. "These clays are 
very generally impregnated with iron, and, there- 
fore the bricks, tiles, and potters’ wares, usually 
become red when burned. The implements, uten- 
sils, and instruments, employed in the manufac- 
ture of bricks, have been considerably improved, 
so as to make very good and handsome work, 
with great despatch, saving labor. The pottery 
being effected by preparatory horse mills and 
turning machines, we save the time and work of 
the operators, and give regularity to the form of 
their wares. Twenty-two labor-saving projects 
have been offered in brick making alone. This 
beneficial principle thus frequently occurs in a 
branch which does not at first view appear sus- 
ceptible of the advantage of labor-saving ma- 
chinery. A horse mill might be made to turn a 
number of potters’ forming wheels. Red hearth 
tiles, of a very nice quality, are made; tne clay 
might be freed from extraneous matter, and pre 
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pared in moulds, plain, fluted, or figured, so as 
to bé formed into tabiets, facies, columns, pilastres, 
and other,ornamental matters, of the same color 
as the general brick work. The marble now 
used for such things, would be left for other and 
more convenient or necessary purposes. "The 
official returns of manufactures of bricks are 
everywhere very defective, and in most places 
these simple manufactures are entirely omitted. 
There is some exportation, and much coasting 
trade, in bricks and various tiles for masonry. 
The use of unburned bricks, and walls composed 
of large regular pieces of earth, and earth and 
sand worked into an adhesive state, with and 
without lime, has been adopted in some places. 
Bricks cannot be imported without a loss. The 
few that arrive are brought as ballast, and do not 
injure the American manufactory. 

The Pottery—The manufacture of ordinary 
ware, of common potters’ clay, is very much ex- 
tended in the United States. It is of great use 
in dairies, kitchens, larders, store rooms, sale 
stores, and manufactories. Crucibles are made 
in several places. Black lead isredundant. Some 
manufactures of potters’ ware, of qualities fit to 
substitute for queens’ ware, or British Stafford- 

_ shire ware, have been established. The manu- 
facture of the common potters’ ware, of clay, 
which becomes red in the kiln, is capable of 
improvement, by judgment in the choice of clay, 
and skill in preparing it; also in the formation, 
glazing, and ornaments. Within a few years, 
more numerous, and better veins of potters’ clay 
have been discovered, in consequence of the at- 
tention to manufactures, than had been observed 
during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, 
which have elapsed since the settlement of North 
America. The spirit of improvement in every 
branch of internal industry, affects the establish- 
ment of manufactures as rapidly as the ascer- 
taining and making known the suitable qualities 
of materials, in convenient situations, take place. 
Every kind of fuel is abundant, the clays are not 
deficient, and some workmen arise, aud others 
arrive among us, from various countries. The 
freight, cost of packages, breakage, other charges 
and losses, on potters’ ware, are very great. 

The lead colored potters’ ware, often called 
stone ware, is also made of clay, and salt, and pot 
ash. It is of the same kind which was formerly 
imported from Holland, at a very great expense. 
This manufacture is from a clay which does not 
bécome red in the kiln. 

As the establishment of potteries has succeeded 
in the Atlantic counties, ic cannot be doubted 
that they will be more beneficial in the interior 
and western districts, where fuel, grounds, and 
building materials, are cheap, and where the 
breakage and expenses of transportation of foreign 
ware, over land, occasion the prices of the un- 
broken to be excessive. It is affirmed. in the 
strongest manner, by persons of judgment and 
skill, that the requisite clays and flints for the 
branches of the pottery, called English china and 
queens’ ware, are very far beyond any possible 
Wants of this country, for internal consumption 


or exportation. 
much estimation. 

There is no manufacture for which this coun- 
try is now more perfectly prepared than for those 
of potters’ and glass wares, nor is it probable that 
the progress of any other manufactures will be 
henceforth so rapid; the consumption is very 
great and increasing. 

Glass.—The manufacture of glass has made, 
till of late, a slow but considerable progress. It 
has been, however, astonishing, that an article so 
costly in the importation, so much subjected to 
loss by breaking, in the importation and in the 
transportation over land, and so universal in its 
consumption, has not made a rapid progress in 
the Western and midland, and even in the At- 
lantic sections of so well-wooded a country, so 
full of the materials. Wood fuel, and conse- 
quently alkaline salts, are to be procured with a 
profit, because the lands from which a glass 
manufaeturer or potter should take them, would 
be greatly increased in value by the removal of 
the wood. The diffusion of the knowledge of 
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this art by examination, statement, engravings, 


and instruction, would produce much gain in the 
United States. Our inexhaustible stock of wood 
actually cumbers much excellent soil, and sus- 
pends its cultivation and production. Fossil coal 
is abundant in several extensive districts. Large 
tracts of land, convenient to the materials, cov- 
ered with wood, and accommodated with water, 
ar purchasable upon very low terms, and on 
even long credits. 

Seven of the States and-districts made returns 
of twenty-three or more glass manufactories, in 
1810, making glass of materials lying every where 
on the surface of the earth—a vast proportion of 
which is unused. The amount of goods made 
was $1,046004. When this fact is considered, 
and the encouragement given to manufactures by 
the state of things since 1810, by the new duties, 
and by the war, it cannot be doubted that the ne- 
cessary and convenient part of the glass manufac- 
tory is rapidly becoming sufficient for our con- 
sumption. The whole value of the British glass 
manufactory, in the year 1783, was considered to 
be $2,800,000 for eleven millions of people; yet 
they exported considerably to Ireland, their colo- 
nies, and to the United States. It appears that 
our glass works in 1810, were far more numerous 
and productive than was then supposed. New 
works have been since erected. There are great 
savings and large profits to a number of the Amer- 
ican glass manufacturers, arising from their ob- 
taining buildings, materials, fuel, and produce, 
from the lands they purchased, at very low prices, 
for those works, and from the sure and steady in- 
crease in the value of lands so purchased in the 
United States. The constant improvement in 
the style of the buildings in this country, the erec- 
tion of houses in new towns, and on new farms, 
the extension of these into interior situations, the 
improvement of the glass manufactory itself, and 
the export trade, assure to the glass manufacturers 
in the United States, a good, steady, and increas- 
ing demand. 
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It is manifest that the United States have made 
great progress in the manufactory of fermented 
liquors, and it is believed that their lessened pro- 
portioned attention to the bread grains, in conse- 
quence of the cotton, tobacco, sugar, and indigo 
cultivations, horse, sheep, and cattle farming and 
mining, will occasion more future activity in the 
brewer’s, farmer’s, and housewife’s manufacture 
of fermented liquors, which will greatly increase 
the demand for glass bottles. Many old and new 
branches of manufacture also demand large num- 
bers of those vessels, Our increasing population 
requires a constant addition. We have not yet 
discovered any considerable quantity of tin, which 
is one of the materials to make pewter, and our 
Summers incline the people to use glass drinking 
cups, (which are indeed preferable, from their 
facility to be quickly and nicely cleaned) to any 
other drinking vessel. The people of this coun- 
try will, therefore, always be great consumers 
both of the useful and elegant glass wares. The 
importation of hollow glass ware, and looking 
glass plates, is extremely expensive, especially to 
the inhabitants of the interior. 

Silk.—The steady and increased application to 
the prevalent household manufactures has pre- 
vented any considerable attention to breeding silk 
worms. Our manufacture of silk, from the im- 
mediate production of the worm in America, is 
very small. It is chiefly from foreign silk, and 
foreign silk thread; which last is wrought into 
fringe, tassels, buttons, and other fancy goods of 
taste and fashion, and is used in making up cloth- 
ing and furniture. 

The most interesting manufacture of silk for 
the United States, is that of bolting cloths for our 
flour mills. ‘There are no difficulties in the way 
of procuring enough of the raw material to manu- 
facture this necessary class of silk goods. It is 
true that importation may be expected certainly 
to furnish the quantity of those cloths which we 
shall want. But the peculiar value, or rather the 
indispensable necessity for this commodity, ren- 
ders it desirable to hold it up in the most striking 
point of view. Holland, without any particular 
advantage over us in the manufacture, and in 
some respects less prepared for it than we are, 
has been induced, probably by her numerous flour 
mills, and the profits she derived from the manu- 
facture of boltitg cloths, to enter into itin a greater 
degree, in proportion to her population, than any 
other nation. The general silk gauze manufac- 
ture, of which this may beconsidered asa branch, 
has very much declined; so that experienced 
weavers might be drawn to America in any re- 
quisite number. The necessary importation of 
raw silk can always be made, if other objects 
should continue to employ private families. The 
infirmaries on the Southern estates, which have 
been already mentioned, would be convenient 
places for vreeding silk worms. The climates of 
our region of colored population are those of the 
great silk eountries, and persons well enough to 
move with comfort may tend the silk worm. 
Connecticut has done much in the production of 
the proper mulberry tree and of the silk, as well 


as in the manufacture of cloths of silk, though in 
a colder climate than those ofthe worm in Europe 
and Asia. This worm does well in dry countries. 
From such facts our capacity in the silk business 
may be considered as common toa gteat number 
of the States. oe 
It appears that countries so successful in com- 
merce and manufactures, and parts of those coun- 
tries so populous and extensive, prosecute with 
such steadiness the production and manufacture 
of silk, that the subject must be worthy of a more 
profound and minute examination, than has yet 
been applied to it in the United States. Between 
the Southern extremities of Italy, Greece, and 
Spain, which, being peninsular, are probably of 
the warmth of our State of Louisiana, to the lat- 
itude of Presburg, in Hungary, which nearly 
corresponds in temperature with that of Balti- 
more,in Maryland, are found the innumerable silk 
worms of France, Spain, Hungary, Gerraany, 
Switzerland, Lombardy, Ítaly, and Turkey. In 
most of those countries, the merchants, tlie man- 
ufacturers, and the householders, pay a great and 
increasing attention to the production and com- 
merce of uumanufactured and manufactured silks, 
of every description and quality. Similar facts 
occur in the corresponding climates of Asia. In 
many of those regions of the ancient and modern 
manufacturing and trading nations, the produc- 
tion, manufacture, and commerce, of silk, have 
been pursued through a long series ofages. “They 
are maintained at the greatest known height, at 
the present time, when rival productions, manu- 
faetures, and trades, constantly employ an im- 
mense mass of capital and population. It is true, 
also that there ure, or have been, in Great Britain, 
the whole of the Netherlands, and many parts of 
Germany, which do not produce silk, very consid- 
erable manufactures of that raw material, which 
they import from Italy, Turkey, and [ndia. These 
facts satisfactorily prove, that the production of 
a surplus of silk is profitable in some countries; 
and that the manufacture of that surplus is found 
to be advantageous to other countries, which do 
not produce that material. The Governments 
and people.of the United States cannot observe 
without impression our constant importations of 
foreign silk goods, in parcels, amounting, some- 
times, on board of a single vessel, to six: hundred 
packages. There does not occur to recollection 
any employment so suitable for the decrepit, 
the valetudinarian, and the aged part of the na- 
tional population. It appears, also, to be compat- 
ible with the pursuits of all persons who rarely 
go abroad, and with those of such as can make it 
convenient to remain generally at home. Silk 
is so easily and abundantly producible, that it is 
found to be the most economical clothing of the 
poor of China. It requires no ownership nor 
tenancy of soil. There are some prepossessions 
against the production ofsilk in the United States, 
but the pursuit of it has been so long continued 
in many countries, and the results are so consid- 
erable, that it is much doubted whether the sub- 
ject is correctly estimated. A complete exami- 
nation of it, throughout its districts of foreign 
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production, manufacture, and commerce, with 
the relative examinations in our own country, 
with the proper application of the whole, would 
be a useful service. 

Salt.—'The manufacture of salt, from springs in 
the interior country, is very imperfectly returned. 
New York is understood to return about 300,000 
bushels per annum, and it is represented that the 
quantity can be increased. The Ouabache Saline 
made, in 1809, about 130,000 bushels, of which 
there is no return. Other salt springs have been 
discovered on the banks of the Kenhawa. The 
manufacture of salt, (and that of glauber salts, 
which are procured in the progress of the work.) 
on the seacoast, is considerable and increasing, 
and has been very favorably affeeted by a recent 
discovery. The flowing of the sea near to Cape 
Henlopen, in the Delaware State, occasions a 
collection of salt water in a great sandy pan, or 
extensive shallow cavity. In this cavity the 
evaporation of much of the water appears to take 
place, while the remainder is absorbed by the 
sand. This occasions the saltness of the absorbed 
part to he much increased. That briney water 
1s subject to further evaporation, till it reaches a 
clayey bottom, which lies under the sand. By 
‘uncovering this clay bottom in places, and making 
short trenches in it, opportunity is given for the 
evaporated water to passintothem. When taken 
in vessels from these trenches, the water is found 
to be strong enough to float an egg, and of course 
produces a much greater proportion of salt than 
the common sea water. Sometimes this water 
from the trenches is converted into salt by mere 
evaporation. Onthe French Atlantic coast, such 
clayey bottoms occur in the salt district, and are 
highly valued. 

It is said that such great pans, or shallow 
cavities, or receptacles of sea water, are numer- 
ous along the coasts of the United States. They 
ought to be brought into immediate use, as in 
Europe. l 

The salt works at Cape Henlopen are stated to 
produce nearly 2,000 bushels per week, or 100,000 
bushels per annum. Only a small part was re- 
ported in 1810 in the Delaware return. It is be- 
lieved that the increase has been so considerable 
as to amount to the quantity now mentioned. 
This new advantage in salt works may not only 
occasion a great extension of the manufacture, 
but may produce savings of labor and fuel. It is 
possible that situations remote from the mouths 
of great rivers may be most favorable for salt 
works, as the sea water is perhaps less briney 
where a great body of fresh water is disembogued. 
Islands are found best on the coast of Europe. 
It may not be amiss to consider the temperature 
of places, on that coast, where salt is manufac- 
tured. Cadiz, Lisbon, and the south of France, 
(no part of which is less than 42? and 26 North,) 
may be considered as the great sources of salt on 
the continent of Europe. The coasts and islands 
of Georgia, and the shores of the Gulf of Mexico, 
appear to be much more favorable for the manu- 
facture of salt than the southern districts of 
France, and situations upon the Gulf seem more 


likely to be suitable than the vicinities of Lisbon 
and St. Ubes, so far as depends on temperature. 
Long droughts and a climate of a general dry 
character must favor the manufacture. Fuel in 
abundance can be procured in America, where 
the manufacture by solar heat is not yet found to 
be practicable, 

It is probable that the manufacture of the best 
pearl ashes, out of the common ashes produced by 
fires of the salt makers, might conduce to the 
profits of salt works. It ought to be remembered 
that the ashes of the pine and all other terebin- 
thine woods are considered as unfit for the ordi- 
nary manufacture of pot ash. 

Other wholesome and agreeable antisepties 
are substitutes for salt, and are sufficiently rela- 
tive to a competent manufactured supply of salt 
to merit suggestion. A considerable portion of 
brown or unrefined sugar, or of molasses, rubbed 
on meat intended to be pickled, or coarse sugar 
or molasses, mixed with the salt and water in 
certain proportions, with or without saltpetre, is 
known to contribute to preserve meat, and to 
prevent its growing hard. "This is a well tried 
fact, highly interesting to everybody, when salt 
is scarce and dear, and it is peculiarly so to the 
owners of sugar maple lands. Tothis method of 
saving salt, or lessening the demand for it, may be 
added the adoption of the practice in Canada, and 
in some parts and families of the United States, of 
placing meat in a situation to be frozen, and to 
be retained in that state while it is kept, in Win- 
ter, for family consumption. Ice houses have 
the same effect upon the economy of salt, in the 
warmest seasons, and merit the consideration of 
the farmers. They are built of logs from our 
woods, below the surface of the earth, and of 
logs and a very thick and close thatch, above the 
surface, for a very small value of labor, and less 
of materials. 

It is a good operation, in manufactures, to make 
substitutes for such things as cannot be obtained 
insufficient quantities. If, therefore, maple sugar 
and maple molasses shall be made use of to per- 
form a part of the antiseptic and preservative 
operations of marine salt, and are, as we know, 
of a less scorbutic tendency, it is a great point 
gained. To make salt less necessary, by the 
use of the maple or cane sugar, or molasses, by 
freezing meat, and by ice houses, is equal to the 
effect of manufacturing salt in greater quantities. 

It may be useful to remark, that the parts of 
the coast of France where the greatest quantities 
of salt are made, by the operation of the sun, are 
the coast of Britanny, Sainteuze, and the country 
of Aunis, the most northern of which is of the 
temperature of our Virginia coast. They manu- 
facture salt by fire, as far north as the mouth of 
the Seine. 

Cannon and Muskets—The quantity of iron 
cannon wanted has not, for a long time, been a 
matter of any difficulty to procure; the price be- 
ing stipulated, so as to induce to the undertaking, 
the commodity is obtainable with certainty. It 
has been already mentioned, that the most ap- 
proved practice is to cast them in the solid man- 
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ner, with a spruce head, which, it is supposed, oc- 
casions a more perfect formation of a compact 
piece of ordnance, and is considered as condu- 
cing highly toits goodness,at and near the muzzle. 
The gun is then set in machinery, which turns it 
with a pressure towards a fixed instrument; this 
bores a calibre in the solid gun-form mass of iron, 
with great exactness and beauty. 

Cannon are constantly manufactured, when 
demanded, to a very considerable extent, in the 
public armories of the Union, and of the States, 
and on contracts, and for sale to associations of 
citizens, and to individual purchasers, for use at 
home, or for exportation. Of these very consid- 
erable operations, there are some specific returns 
for 1810, under the heads of “ gun makers,” and 
“ boring-mills,? and it is presumed there are some 
included under that of iron foundries.. The pub- 
lic armories, and their manufactures, are not par- 
tieularly noticed in the returns; they are men- 
tioned, as of 1810 also, in your report, in part. 

The improvements in the manufacture of steel, 
and the experience in the general manufacture of 
arms, with the exigencies of the times, and above 
all, the evidences from the operations of individ- 
uals, of the States, and of the Union, under va- 
rious administrations, that the expense and trou- 
ble of a judicious and rigorous inspection are 
required to be surely and effectually provided for, 
have made favorable changes in the condition of 
this important branch of our manufactures. Butit 
appears highly worthy of consideration, whether, 
after a proper notice, military guns or pistolsshould 
be allowed to be sold, without the evidences of 
the inspection of a sworn and responsible officer. 
These are manufactures which obvious consid- 
erations require to be placed under a regimen, so 
well devised, and so strictly executed, as to pre- 
vent deception, and its most evil consequences. 
The numerous facts which have occurred fully 
prove that unfaithful, or unskilful, or at least in- 
sufficient work in this branch, is confined to no 
time, no place, no nation, no cost. 

The Fine Arts and the Sciences.—The works of 
human genius and cultivation, which belong to 
the elegant and magnificent class of the arts, have 
a very considerable effect upon the convenience, 
utility, and profits, of those things, which are 
usually called manufactures. 

A knowledge of architecture is necessary even 
to the cheapness of construction—geometry, 
which is the scientific basis of architecture, teach- 
ing the operator that, as a square contains the 
largest area within a certain extent of uncurved 
outlines, so the walls of a square building are less 
costly than those of any other right-lined edifice. 
The strength of the arch is taught in like man- 
ner. An analysis of beauty instructs us in the 
grounds of ornaments of curved lines. 

The fine arts, particularly painting and sculp- 
ture, have beautified the manufactures of alabas- 
ter, marble, clay, plaster, and metals, and of wool, 
linen, cotton, and leather. The fine porcelain of 
France and Saxony, the statues and paintings of 
Greece and Rome, the modern imitations of them 
in paintings, statues, and casts, the elegant min- 


iatures of alabaster, its various flowers and orna- 
ments, the improvements in the composition and 
in the pottery of wedgewood, the imitations of 
the antique vases and figures in various gold and 
silver ornaments and utensils, and indeed of brass, 
the tapestry of the Gobelines, embroidery, bro- 
cading, dying, engraving, and the printing of lin- 
en, cotton, and silken cloths, are among the nu- 
merous examples that crowd upon the mind. 
The fluctuations and disorders of the Old World 
have occasioned innumerable transfers of the in- 
struments, the libraries, the models, the works, 
tht agents, and the lovers, of the fine arts, from 
thence to the United States.. This truth is as 
simple, absolute, and well known, as the transfer 
hither of merino flocks, and of manufactures of 
fine wool, from their proper original countries. 
The effects of such transfers of much that was 
necessary for the interesting cultivation of the 
fine arts, either in their distinct and separate 
character and form, or as pleasing and beneficial 
auxiliaries to the useful arts and manufactures, 
are manifest tothe attentive observer. A numer- 
ous body of professors and instructors, in music, 
painting, sculpture, architecture, and all the fiter 
branches of human skill and industry, of a char- 
acter, in their respective arts and sciences, very 
far indeed above the colonial schools, and such, 
in numbers, in standing, and in talents, as nothing 
but the agitated state of Europe could so early 
have induced or driven hither, are seen in all our 
principal cities. Even by the musical branch, 
ight as it may appear to many, the useful arts 
have begn improved. The manufacture of every 
instrument, from the organ to the fife, involving 
considerable science, exempts us from the costs 
and expenses of importation, and the exhibition 
of the Panharmonicon has diffused instruction, 
in an electric style through every attentive mind, 
gifted with mechanical talent, or opened by edu- 
cation, in that branch of knowledge.* 

The advantages of military architecture, by 
land and sea, are perfectly obvious. It involves 
much and various art and science. Our display 
of skill in construction for the naval department 
is not surpassed, whether it be tested by prompti- 
tude of exertion, shortness of voyages, exemption 
from foundering, preservation from the dangers 
of a lee shore, safety in retreat from a superior 
foe, forcing an adversary into action, or the all- 
important workings of our ships of war, through- 
out the time of actual engagement. The con- 
struction and equipment of a ship require much 
art and science. They involve the use and ben- 
efits of the curious mystery of the magnet, those 
of the discovery of the compass, the science of 
chemistry in regard to the generation, refinement, 
and composition of nitre, the purification of sul- 
phur, the preparation of carbon, and the adjust- 
ment of the whole; the doctrines of matter and 
motion, and of pneumatics and projectiles; the 
principles and practice of geometry and mechan- 


* The conception and the execution of this curious 
and complicated machine are very strong evidences of 
genius, and practical mechanical talents. 
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ics, sculpture in the formation of the head and 
ornaments—a beautiful, extended, and peculiar 
symmetry ; and various other matters in the fine 
and superior arts and sciences. 

The improved state of our manufactures, with 
their buildings, materials, ingredients, composi- 
tions, instruments, and mechanism, involves a 
knowledge and a practice, in wide circles of the 
fine arts, and of nearly all the sciences. 

In the branches of sculpture, the United States 
exhibit some works of merit, and of greater prom- 
ise. In the useful part of the engraving depart- 
ment, our progress has been rapid and consider- 
able, because there is a demand for the works of 
the artists. It has been accompanied by inven- 
tion, evincing genius. In the ornamental and 
elegant part of sculpture, enough has appeared 
to prove that we have the art, if occasions shall 
draw it into frequent action. In wood, there are 
very honorable evidences of native talent, in va- 
rious works of taste and fancy, and there are nu- 
merous works of that material in the statuary 
branch. In our marble, we exhibit some speci- 
mens, by foreign artists, far beyond the quality 
of the materials. The United States may claim 
eminence from the works of its native and adopt- 
ed sons, in the various branches of the art of 
painting, and the superior works of civil archi- 
tecture, * 

Instruments and Agents of Manufactures.— 
Machinery and processes to effect manufactures, 
so as to leave the manual industry of a nation 
for other employments, are of a degree of im- 
portance to the United States proportioned to the 
smallness of the average population on'a square 
mile of our extensive territory. As we possess 
innumerable horse-powers, applied to digging and 
raking machines, to turn up and break the soil, 
and cover the seed grain, under the names of the 
plough and the harrow, to our incalculable profit, 
so we have water mills and steam engines, in nu- 
merous instances, and of diversified forms, to 
manufacture boards, bark, powder, flour, bar and 
sheet iron, nails, wire, carded wool and cotton, 
yarn and thread, metal plates of every kind, hair 
powder, snuff, gunpowder, paper, muskets, scythes, 
bolts, stocking web, various cloths, and printed 
and other goods. These and many other ma- 
chines have been obtained from abroad, or derived 


from the actual and very considerable talents of 


our own citizens. The complicated silk mill, 
the first invention for yarn or thread, the fulling 
mill, and various other mechanical constructions, 
were acquired by the most extensive manufactu- 
ring nation of this time, in Europe, from her 
neighbors. "The wisdom of the world has been, 
and is, attainable by us, as by other industrious 
and qualified nations, and the inventive genius 
of the people of the United States has produced 


* The finest paintings may be considered as manu- 
factures; and though temples and other magnificent 
buildings are not manufactures, they invelve, like the 
works of naval architecture, a great number and va- 
riety of the operations and manufactures of the fine 
and useful arts and trades. 


a very great number of curious and valuable in- 
struments and machines. 

Various important. processes enable us to tan 
and color skins, brew, distil, rectify, refine, ex- 
act, combine, and separate the raw material or 
manufactures of the United States. The sciences 
and the fine arts, and the useful arts and manu- 
factures, beneficially co-operate to obtain, what 
would be otherwise unattainable, or attainable 
with much labor and expense, and less perfection. 
In this department, foreign sources, the knowl- 
edge, and, indeed, the learning and talents of our 
citizens have yielded to the country vast benefits. 
Chemistry has rapidly become a very general 
study. Leather, glass, distilled and fermented 
liquors, drugs and medicines, dye stuffs, pigments, 
and all the metals,and the numerous prepara- 
tions of them, all the salts, all the oils, and all the 
extracts, tinctures, spits, and decoctions, with 
many other things, belong to this class. 

Tt is in this country, as much as in any other, 
that the civil and religious freedom of the citizens 
enables them to display the value of, and effectu- 
ally to use, those strong and various abilities and 
qualifications for different employments in life, 
which Divine Providence has imparted to the 
human mind and body. Such faculties for cer- 
tain pursuits, when gpt used, are talents held in 
an unproductive state. To have kept Ritten- 
house and Franklin in the usual employments of 
agriculture, would have deprived the country of 
the unparalleled planetarium, and of the safe con- 
ductor of the electric fire. But the history of 
such a man as Galileo presents the obstacles these 
eminent Americans would have encountered in 
some countries. It would have been a mine of 
wealth lost to the country if the talent to invent 
the saw gin, to prepare cotton for the manufac- 
turer's card, had not been exerted, and if the in- 
ventive and fabricating powers of our citizens 
minds and bodies had not been applied to steam 
enginery, to the machinery for nails, to rolling 
and slitting mills, to card-wire making, to card- 
ing, spinning, and weaving machinery, to fulling 
mills, to manufactures of grain, and other inge- 
nious occupations, the curious merits of which 
| are lost in familiarity. 

It is a truth of the utmost importance, that 

| there are now in the United States working ex- 
amples, intelligible models, books of instruction, 
and qualified workmen, foreign and native, by 
means of which persons in almost every fine and 
useful art and manufactory ean obtain good in- 
struments, machinery, information, and assist- 
ants, to make and conduct valuable establish- 
ments for every raw material. The tables prove 
how extensively these things were diffused, so 
long ago as the Autumn of 1810. Since that pe- 
riod,a very rapid progress and a much wider dif- 
fusion in the useful arts and trades have certain- 
ly occurred. 

Many curious and valuable inventions and im- 
provements have taken place in the mechanical 
and chemical branches, and in the system of la- 
bor and political economy. Every month, every: 
week, produees additions to them. Among these 
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are distillation by steam, the pendulum and lever | productive of the most solid benefits to the land- 


mill, the machine for splitting skins, the pressed 
nail mill, the great increase of chemical prepara- 
tions, for dyers, colormen, and manufacturers, the 
conversion of fossil coal into a pigment, the cask 
for preserving fermented liquors on tap in sound 
condition, weaving machinery in several new 
forms, the manufacture of edge tools, from rolled 
steel, various improvements to save fuel, the va- 
riations and extensions of the application of steam, 
the manufacture of opium from the common red 
poppy and from the lettuce, the increase of the 
pharmaceutic preparations to the number of sev- 
enty, the division of labor in the cultivation of 
the cane, activity in the manufacture of the cur- 
rant wine, the tanning of deer skins, activity and 
ingenuity in the substitutions for wool, by the 
manufacturing of thick and warm cotton goods, 
and by cotton warps under woollen woofs, the 
machine for manufacturing dipped candles, the 
activity, extension, and improvement, of the 
sheep breeding and farming; the new employ- 
ment of the children in the cities, boroughs, and 
villages, and the active employment of the fe- 
males in general in manufactures, the extension 
and facilitation of communication between the 
producers and importers and the manufacturing 
citizens, by the various and unprecedented im- 
provements in the Post Office Department, the ex- 
tension of the funds of the manufacturers by many 
of the banks, which are solidly and rigidly found- 
ed, constituted, and administered, the introduc- 
tion of new exotic raw materials, by means of 
commerce, and of laborers, artisans, and manu- 
.facturers, and processes of every branch from va- 
rious foreign nations. 

Foreign masters, as well as journeymen and 
foreign capitalists, have discovered that the Uni- 
ted States afford extensive opportunities to em- 
ploy themselves and their money in manufac- 
tures and the useful arts, as well as in commerce, 
navigation, stocks, banks, and insurance compa- 
nies. These branches are as open to them here 
as are agriculture and the purchase of lands and 
houses in the most favorable States, or as they 
are to.a native or naturalized citizen. Patented 
monopolies, processes, machinery, and tools, en- 
grossed, for a time, by the foreign inventor in Eu- 
rope, may, of course, be used here by all persons, 
without restraint or injury. In this high inven- 
tive and learned age these opportunities, iu such 
a country as the United States, often redound to 
the great benefit of respectable foreigners, as well 
as to ourselves, 

It has been attempted, by means of the mar- 
shals’ returns, by a resort.to other documents, by 
careful recollections, by observation, and. by in- 
quiry, to present in this digest such a statement 
of pertinent facts as appeared suitable to com- 
pose a body of convincing evidence, respecting 
the reality, the situation, the nature, the magni- 
fude, the variety, the benefits, the materials, the 
means, and the tendencies, of the national manu- 
factures. I respectfully submit a well considered 


| 


| 


A e MÀ 


ed and other interests of the country, and to give 
very considerable extension to the navigation, 
fisheries, coasting trade, and foreign commerce 
of tbe United States. 

It was believed that the design of the’ present 
resolution of the Legislature was to procure facts 
on which they could rely, and in the. best form 
admitted by the materials; and not estimateés, 
which might be partial, erroneous, and, from 
their nature, doubtful. Estimates in innumera- 
ble details would diminish the force the returned 
facts would possess, separately presented. When 
it was observed that a single county in Massachu- 
setts reported 89,600 common sheep, that one 
other returned only 10,000, another 1,939, another 
1,600, and that eight others, abounding in sheep, 
returned none; that the statement from , New 
Jersey was still more imperfect, and that twenty- 
one States, Districts, and Territories, did not.re- 
turn their flocks; that there were but eight re- 
turns of blacksmith’s work, from $3,998 to,$1,572,- 
627; that, though one State reported nearly two 
spinning wheels to a family, there were fourteen 
omissions to return such wheels, with a multi- 
tude of similar facts, a present attempt. to esti- 
mate in complete detail appeared likely.to wrap 
up the principles, and the quantities, values, and 
other facts, which the returns exhibit, in a.xol- 
ume of matter that would obscure or diminish 
their proper and natural impression, and give rise 
to inconvenient objections to the whole docu- 
ment. I am, indeed, of opinion, that the exten- 
sive local knowledge, and very diversified infor- 
mation necessary to a delailed estimate, which 
should extend to various cities, towns, villages, 
counties, and townships, defective in their re- 
turns, or entirely unreturned, cannot be claimed 
by any individual. But, since it has been the de- 
sire of the "Treasury Department that the best 
estimate that can be made should be attempted, 
I have very carefully examined and compared 
all those things which are of a nature to.afford a 
sound foundation for such an operation. The 
defects of the local returns, the importation. and 
production of raw materials, food, forage, fossil 
coal, and wood fuel, and the possession of mill 
seats, manufacturing capitalists, white popula- 
tion, machinery, and native and foreign manu- 
factures, have been duly observed and considered, 
and an estimate of the whole value of the manu- 
factures of each State, Territory, and District, for 
the year of the returns, has been so accomplished 
as to satisfy my own mind, in a considerable 
degree, as to its total amount, and to occasion 
me strongly to hope, that the amounts for the 
States, and other sections, respectively, are not 
materially erroneous. 

Considering that the manufactures actually re- 
ported by the marshals and secretaries of Territo- 
ries extremely imperfect, as many of the subor- 
dinate returns really are, in quantities, valuations, 
and even in notices of numerous small and great 
known manufactures, amount to the sum of 


and confident opinion, that this internal branch | $127,694,602, after many goods have been de- 
of trade has become, and will continue to be, | ducted, which are not always classed, at least by 
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commercial men, under the head of manufac- 
tures, I have ventured respectfully to offer an 
estimate of the whole manufactures of the Uni- 
ted States, as worth, in the year 1810, $172,762,- 
676. The facility of retaining and steadily ex- 


tending this valuable branch of the national | 
| when it is remembered that the persons who, at 


industry is manifested by its early and spontane- 
ous commencement in every county and town- 
ship and by its nearly spontaneous and costless 
growth, with such aids only as have not occa- 
sioned any material expense or sacrifice to agri- 
culture or commerce, since they were chiefly in- 
vidental to necessary revenue, or resulted from 
our distance from the foreign consümers of our 
productions, and manufactures of our supplies. 
The comparative importance of the manufactur- 
ing branch in the business of the country, 
be illustrated by the reflections, 
value, in one year, of the exports of American 
produetions and manufactures, has been $48,000,- 
000, and the like value of the exports of foreign 
productions and manufactures $60,000,000, under 
very extraordinary and transitory circumstances, 
which may never again occur, Foreign and do- 
"mestie exports, in the greatest year, having thus 
amounted to $108,000,000, a net profit of ten per 
cent. on the exports, and the same on the imports, 
being $21,600,000; a net freight of vessels, worth 
$45,000,000, estimated at ten per cent. outwards, 
and the same inwards, being $9,000,000 ; and the 
aggregate of these great national items of mer- 
cantile trade being $137,000,000, a comparison of 
the manufacturing and commercial branches of 
the national trade may be made and considered, 
and, as it is believed, without any probability of 
material or dangerous errors. Some confirma- 
. tion of this view of our national operations, mer- 
cantile and manufacturing, may be drawn from 
the facts, that, in years of general peace and of 
regular and prosperous commerce, from 1785 to 
1787, the average exports of England alone, with 
about 8,500,000 inhabitants, amounted to $70,- 
000,000; while their manufactures were com- 
puted at 266,000,000 of like money. By means 
of this great foreign case, as stated for their legis- 
lative use, and by means of the case of the Uni- 
. ted States, as it may be found to stand, after the 
proper investigations, it is probable that expedi- 
ent and equitable measures may he occasionally 
or systematically devised. 
The public expenses, incurred to promote, ac- 
commodate, and protect commerce, however mod- 
erate, just, and necessary, have been very consid- 


part of the diplomatic and consular establishments, 
have occasioned expenditures, which, however 
reasonable, expedient, and equitable, are for the 
proper benefit of commerce. Nothing, 
this, has been done for manufactures. The mere 
interest of the aggregate of those commercial ex- 


penses, for a single year, would produce, it is be- | 


lieved, new and imp 
to all who are polit 
dentally interested i 


ortant lights, guides, and aids, 
ically, professionally, or inci- 
n the subject of manufactures. 


| and female. | 1 
will | and laws secure to them the right to pursue their 
that the greatest | oecu 


; tory 
erable, compared with those incurred to promote ; spect 
manufactures, A portion of the navy, the bea-land r 
cons, buoys, light-houses, and publie piers, with a i peopl 
| erease the virtues of the risin 
| reform the degenerate of later years, by a humane 
j and politic system in the large manufactories. It 
equal to| may be correctly observed, that, while no com- 


! Such being the truth as to any past expenditures, 


occasioned by this branch of the internal indus- 
try, it is conceived to be a duty to state it, as a 
relative fact, subject to examination and con- 


! sideration. 


This suggestion appears the more interesting, 


this time, compose the entire body of the Ameri- 
can manufacturers, their assistants and families, 
with a just addition for those engaged in house- 


| hold manufactures and upon the estates of the 
! planters and farmers, eonstitute the second class 


of the national population, in respect to numbers. 
They are native, adopted, and foreign; adults 
and minors; rich, substantial, and poor; male 
Our Federal and State constitutions 


pations, and to obtain comfort and prosperity, 
in common with the rest of the citizens and in- 
habitants. They are diffused through all the 
States, Districts, and Territories; all the cities, 
towns, and villages, and all the counties, town- 

pete and hundreds. They are found in every 
vicinity, and even in most of the private families. 
They are a part of the constituents of every mem- 
ber of the Territorial, State, and National Legis- 
latures and Administrations, and are of every 
church known among us. They constitute a 
great portion of the militia, contribute to fill the 

| posts and ranks of the army, and are parts of its 

| necessary organization in several of their proper 
arts and trades, appear in numbers on the rolls of 
the mercantile vessels, of the public and private 
armed ships, and of the workmen they carry to 
preserve them from injury or destruction, by ac- 
cident, tempest, or battle. They possess and em- 
ploy property, real and personal, to a very large 
amount, and greatly contribute to the publie rev- 
enues of the States, and of the Union, in the 
form of direct taxes, and duties on imports or 
consumption. 

Opinions have been advanced in some coun- 
tries, unfavorable to the morals of the manufac- 
turers. But it does not appear that there is more 
vice among the description of persons indicated 

| in the preceding paragraph, than in some other 
j extensive classes of our population. Perhaps the 
i smugglers, by violence and deception, are the 
| most immoral description of persons of business 
‘in every civilized community. Their miscon- 
; duct is, at the same time, most injurious to the 
country. The system adopted at the manufac- 
of Humphreysville, in Connecticut, with re- 
to education, manners, discipline, morals, 
eligion, is an interesting evidence that the 
e of the United States may quicken and in- 
g generation, and 


motions have dishonored the reputation of Y 
manufacturers in this country, from this class óf 
our citizens there have risen Nathaniel Greene, 
Benjamin Franklin, and David Rittenhouse, re- 
speetfully conceived to be comparable, without 
disadvantage to their respective memories and to 
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their manufacturing brethren, with any equal 
number of ornaments and benefactors to their 
country, of any other single profession or occu- 
pation. The field of manufacturers, represented, 
in other parts of the world, to be fruitful in mis- 
chief and turbulence, has produced here a body 
of firm supporters of our constitutions and laws, 
and the most respectable examples of the civic 
virtues, 

When it is considered that natural history un- 
folds the works of Divine Providence in the form- 
ation of our earth, of its productions, and of all 
its animated tenants; that .chemistry displays 
their values, their relations, and their uses; gene- 
ral philosophy and particular geometry annually 
teaches man more and more to know the princi- 
ples, the powers, and the laws, involved in the 
stupendous system of the universal frame; and 
when it is remembered that the arts and manu- 
factures are the practical application of this ex- 
tensive and precious body of human science, the 
branch of the national industry which has en- 
gaged the attention of Congress appears to be 
worthy of the most profound investigation and 
the most perfect display. 

I have taken the liberty of detaining this state- 
ment to the last day permitted by your instruc- 
tion, in the hope that, by the means which I had 
adopted, I should obtain additional information 
from several of the States, in the North and in 
the South, whose returns are manifestly and 
greatly defective. But none have been received. 
l therefore beg leave to conclude, with the re- 
mark that the form and details of the succeeding 
tables may facilitate the measures of the Govern- 
ment of the Union and of the States, in causing 
their officers occasionally to report further infor- 
mation, concerning particular branches, and re- 
specting manufactures in general, with their raw 
materials, their means, and their instruments. 

Submitting with perfect deference the pre- 
ceding statement in all its details, I have the 
honor to be, sir, your respectful servant 

TENCH COXE. 

To the SECRETARY or THE TREASURY. 


In the course of the numerous and diversified 
operations, occasioned by the deliberate execu- 
tion of this digest and statement, constant and 
very close attention has been applied to those 
facts which have occurred throughout the Union, 
since the Autumn of the year 1810, from which a 
judgment of the condition of the manufactures of 
the United States could be safely formed. It has 
resulted in a thorough conviction that, after allow- 
ing for the interruptions to the importations of 
certain raw materials, the several branches, and 
the States, Territories, and Distriets, have ad- 
vanced, upon a medium, at the full rate of twenty 
per centum, which would give an aggregate, for 
this year, of $207,315,211. In this increase, the 
State of New York is considered to have most 
largely partaken, especially by means of her joint 
stock companies. But, asit is best to make ample 
allowances for some repetitions of articles, which 
are inextricably involved in the subordinate re- 


turns, a sincere and. well reflected opinion is 
respectfully submitted, that the whole people of 
the United States, taken, in 1813, at eight millions 
of persons, will actually make, within this year, 
manufactured goods (exclusively of the doubtful) 
to the full value of two hundred millions of dol- 
lars, or forty-five millions of pounds sterling. 


June 21, 1813. 


[Parr III consists of a series of tables of the 
several branches of American manufactures, ex- 
hibiting them by States, Territories, and Districts, 
so far as they are returned in the reports of the 
Marshals, and of the Secretaries of the Territo- 
ries, and their respective assistants,in the Autumn 
of the year 1810; together with similar returns 
of certain doubtful goods, productions of the soil, 
and agricultural stock, as far as they have been 
received.— These tables are entirely too volumin- 
ous for publication in this work.— Editors.] 


UNSETTLED ACCOUNTS. 


(Communicated to the House, January 31, 1814.] 
Wan DEPARTMENT, Jan. 28, 1814. 


Str: Conformable to a resolution of the hon- 
orable the House of Representatives, of the 30th 
of July last, requiring the Secretary of War to 
lay before the House a view of the unsettled ac- 
counts in the offices of the Accountant of this De- 
partment, and of the Paymaster of the Army,and 
to suggest measures to secure the accountability 
of publie agents, and to prevent the aceumulation 
of unsettled accounts connected with the War De- 
partment, I have to report, that asatisfactory view 
of the unsettled accounts in either of these offices 
has not been, and (agreeably to the enclosed states 
ments of the Paymaster of the Army and of the 
Accountant) cannot be, rendered by them, with- 
in any definite period of time. 

The better to secure the accountability of pub- 
lie agents, and to prevent the accumulation of 
unsettled accounts, I have the honor to “sug- 
gest’ — 

lst. That an office be established, in which all 
accounts, whether in specie or in kind, connected 
with the Military and Indian Departments, shall 
be adjusted, audited, and settled, conformably to 
rules and regulations to be prescribed by the 
Treasury Department; and 

2d. That, to render efficient the pay department 
of the Army, which is now butadapted toa small 
and peace establishment, and to secure the regu- 
lar and punctual payment of the troops, a new 
organization be adopted, to consist of a Paymaster 
General or the Armies of the United States, with 
such deputy, district, and assistant paymasters, as 
the exigencies of the service may require, neither 
of whom shall belong to the line of the Army. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 


The Sreaxer of the House of Reps. 
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Army Pay. OFFICE, 
City of Washington, Jan. 18, 1814. 

Sır: In the estimate which I had the honor of 
submitting to you for the compensation of clerks 
in this office, for the year 1814, I confined myself 
to the amount appropriated for the year 1813, un- 
der the impression that any increase which the 
publie service might call for would be more prop- 
erly brought to your view in the report which I 
was then about preparing. I have since thought, 
however, that it might as well be made the sub- 
ject of a separate communication. 

For the due examination and adjustment of 
the heavy and voluminous accounts of the seve- 
yal sub-paymasters of the army and militia, and 
of numerous recruiting officers, which are already 
rendered, and daily coming in, together with the 
current business of the office, I consider it my 


duty to suggest that an additional appropriation j 


of at least 4,000 dollars, for compensation of 
clerks in the year 1814, appears to be highly ne- 
cessary. 

I would also beg leave to suggest the propriety 
of an appropriation of $1,547 22 for contingen- 
cies of the office, (1,000 of which on account of 
the year 1814,) for the purpose of paying for 
books, stationery, printing, fuel, and other neces- 
sary expenses, including a debt already contracted 
for those articles, for the use of the office, for the 
last six months of the year 1813, of $547 22. 

The books, stationery, and printing, have here- 
tofore (until the 1st of July, 1813) been paid for 
out of the general contingent fund of the War 
Department; but, if an appropriation be specific- 
ally made for those objects, as herein suggested, 
it will relieve the contingent fund of the War 
Department from them, relieve the officers of 
that Department from the settlement of the ac- 
counts, and remove the difficulties which at pres- 
ent exist respecting the construction of the laws 
on the subject. ` 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
ROBERT BRENT, 
Paymaster of the Army. 
Hon. J. ARMSTRONG, Sec’ry of War. 


Army Pay Orrice, 
City of Washington, Jan. 24, 1814. 

Sin : I have been for some time endeavoring to 
make up a report conformably to the views of the 
honorable the House of Representatives, as ex- 
pressed in their resolution of the 30th of July, 
1813, and of your letter to me of the 4th of Au- 
gust last, but find it totally impracticable to make 
one by any means satisfactory to myself, or which 
would convey correctly the information which it 
would seem the resolution contemplated ; and for 
the following reasons: 

The debits and credits of the several sub-pay- 
masters, recruiting officers, and others, who re- 
ceive public moneys from this office, are con- 
stantly fluctuating; so also are the immense 
masses of accounts which are daily transmitted 
toit. Searcely a mail leaves the city, east, west, 


north, or south, but carries with it remittances to 
the above-mentioned officers. Scarcely a mail 
arrives from any of the four points of the compass 
but comes loaded with their accounts and vouch. 
ers. Nota day passes over but some of them are 
examined and settled at this office ; hence it will 
appear perfectly impossible to give anything like 
the true state of. open unsettled accounts, and I 
must beg the favor of you to state these circum- 
stances to the honorable Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways.and Means who introduced the 
resolution. 

The letter which I had the honor of addressing 
to you on the 18th instant, is calculated for that 
part of the resolution which relates to measures 
tending to prevent the future accumulation of 
unsettled accounts in this office. 

I am, very respectfully, &c. 
ROBERT BRENT, 
Paymaster of the Army. 
Hon. J. ARMSTRONG, Sec’ry of War. 


DEPARTMENT oF Wan, 
Accountants Office, Jan. 21, 1814. 


Sir: I duly received your letter of the 4th ot 
August last, wherein you require to be furnished, 


-by the 1st of November following, with a “state- 


ment of the unsettled accounts in this office, show- 
ing as well the amount of moneys which have 
been advanced by the Government, and the time 
when advanced or paid, as the amount of vouch- 
ers rendered by the individuals charged, the causes 
which have occasioned the delay of settling the 
accounts of the several agents and individuals 
who have received money from the appropria- 
tions made for the War Department, noting the 
time when their agencies or contracts expired, as 
well as the balances and amount of each now re- 
maining unsettled.” Since which my attention 
has been devoted to the accomplishment of the 
objects required ; but sueh has been the great in- 
crease of the business of the office, that I have 
hitherto found it impracticable to furnish the 
statements; they are in a state of progression, 
and may possibly be completed during the pres- 
ent session of Congress. 

In order to place you in possession of some of 
the leading causes of this delay, I will take the 
liberty to bring to your view the course that the 
business takes in its progress through this office. 

It will be recollected that all the moneys ap- 
propriated for, and expended in, the War Depart- 
ment, are drawn from the Treasury, by warrants 
drawn by the Secretary of War, and countersign- 
ed by the Accountant, the amount of which, dur- 
ing the year ending on the 30th of September last, 
has exceeded nineteen millions of dollars. These 
warrants are all recorded in this office, and sepa- 
rate accounts kept of each specific appropriation 
out of which they are drawn, of which annual 
statements are furnished to Congress. The war- 
rants thus drawn, are either for advances directed 
by the Secretary of War, or for balances ascer- 
tained on settlements made by the Accountant. 
For the advances, the persons receiving them are 
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charged and held accountable on the books of this 
office, and the settlements are made in conformity 
to law and;established regulations, or by authority 
from the Secretary of War. All these transac- 
tions are entered on the books of the office, and 
quarter yearly statements of them are made out, 
and the aecounts accompanying them transmitted 
to the Treasury for examination and revision. 

In the prosecution of these duties it will readily 
occur to you, sir, that, where the expenditures of 
the Department exceed so far in amount those of 
ordinary years, the business of accounts must ne- 
cessarily increase in a correspondent degree, even 
if the system according to which the business is 
transacted, were as well calculated for the one as 
the other. This I cannot avoid stating is not the 
case ; and with the view of showing wherein the 
difference is most prominent, I will take the lib- 
erty of stating that part of the business in relation 
to advances and the manner they are now ac- 
counted for. 


Ist. As it regards the Quartermaster General’s 
department. 

_ Jt will be recollected that, by the acts of Con- 
gress establishing a Quartermaster General’s de- 
partment, the Quartermaster General is expressly 
exonerated from any responsibility for his depu- 
ties; the consequence is, that advances are made 
to the Quartermaster Generals, which they dis- 
tribute to the several officers of their departments; 
these again advance moneys to others, and con- 
sequently, when one personal account is adjusted, 
it gives rise to a number of others, and in this 
manner the duties of this office, in relation to that 
department are increased toa degree more readily 
imagined than described. 


2d. As it regards the recruiting service. 

Officers commanding recruiting districts are 
furnished with money in advance, with which 
they are charged. These are branched out to 
officers of every grade in the army, with each of 
whom separate accounts are opened and settle- 
ments are required to be made at this office, and 
the same remark applies to this branch of the bu- 
siness, as it regards the number of personal set- 
tlements, as that made in relation to accounts of 
the Quartermaster’s department. 

3d. As it regards the Pay department. 

The course pursued is, for the Paymaster of the 
Army to receive advances for the pay, subsist- 
ence, and forage, of the army, and for bounties 
and premiums, with which he is charged on the 
books of this office. His payments consist prin- 
cipally in advances to paymasters of districts, and 
to officers forrecruiting. The district paymasters 
advance money to the regimental pay masters, and 
others, for the pay, &c., of the army, and by this 
process, when the Paymaster of the Army exhib- 
its his accounts for adjustment, their settlement 
occasions the opening of a multitude of accounts, 
all of which are to be ultimately settled in this 
office. 

4th. Commissary General’s department: 

Advances are made from this office to the Com- 
missary General of Purchases, and to every dep- 


uty commissary in service; separate accounts 
from each are received and adjusted at this office, 
to a very great extent; for, independent of the 
number of accounts which the advances are cal- 
culated to produce, the system directed by the act 
of the 3d March, 1809, by which every person has 
a distinct account opened under each specific ap- 
propriation out of which the moneys are advanced 
to him, the number of accounts which an agent 
of purchases, for instance, has open, amounts to 
ten or twelve, for each of which he renders quar- 
ter yearly accounts and vouchers, which are to 
be settled and entered on the books of this office. 

When it is recollected that all these transac- 
tions are to be placed on record on the books of 
this office, that the accounts are all to be settled, 
the balances ascertained and paid, without any 
other examination than that which they receive 
at this office, I flatter myself that it will be found 
that all has been done which it was practicable 
to do with the force employed in the office, and 
under the circumstances above-mentioned, and 
that causes, not within my control, have prevent- 
ed my complying with the contents of your létter 
within the time required. 

I have thus, sir, mentioned some of the promi- 
nent features of the system, according to which 
a part of the duties of this office are performed, 
and some of the difficulties incident to that sys- 
tem. I could proceed to state the increased labor 
and time necessary to the adjustment of the great 
accumulation of persenal accounts, the very great 
and increasing correspondence of the office con- 
sequent to that accumulation; but it will doubt- 
less oceur to you, sir, that, from what has been 
stated, some alteration has become indispensably 
necessary to the regular and punctual perform- 
ance of the public business of this office; and the 
subject is accordingly respectfully submitted to 
you as the head of the War Department. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, &c. 
WILLIAM SIMMONS. 


Hon. J. Armsrrona, Secr’y of .War. 


SINKING FUND. 


[Communicated to the Senate, February 7, 1814.] 

The Commissioners of the Sinking Fund re- 
port to Congress as follows: 

That the measures which have been author- 
ized by the Board, subsequent to their last report, 
of the 6th of February, 1813, so far as the same 
have been completed, are fully detailed in the 
report of the acting Secretary of the Treasury to 
this Board, dated the fourth day of the present 
month, and in the statements therein referred to, 
which are herewith transmitted, and prayed to 
be received as part of this report. 

E. GERRY, 
JAS. MONROE, 
W. JONES, 


Acting Seery Treasury. 
WASHINGTON, Feb. 5, 1814. 
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Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
February 4, 1814. 


The Secretary of the Treasury respectfully 
reports to the Commissioners of the Sinking 
Fund— 

That the balance of moneys advanced on account 
of the public debt, remaining unexpended at the close 
of the year 1811, and applicable to payments falling 
due after that year, which balance, as appears by the 
statement B, annexed to the last annual report, amount- 
ed to - - - E - - $502,513 85 
Together with sums disbursed from 

the Treasury during the year 1812, 

on account of the principal and in- 

terest of the public debt, which sums, 

as appears by the statement C, an- 

nexed to the last annual report, 

amounted to - - - 
Together with a further sum arising 

from profit in exchange on remit- 

tances from America to Europe, 
during the year 1812, amounting, 
as appears by the statement D, an- 
nexed to the last annual report to - 
And with a further 5um, being the dif- 
ference between the principal of 
stock purchased during the year 
1812, and the money paid for the 
same, of - - . - E 


4,474,558 19 


91,532 88 


3,102 81 


And amounting, together, to - - $5,071,707 73 


Having been accounted for in the following man- 
ner, viz: 

I. There was repaid into the Treasury, during the 
year 1812, on account of the principal of moneys 
heretofore advanced for the payment of the public 
debt, as appears by the statement E, annexed to the 
last annual report, the sum of E $24,927 30 

TI. The sums actually applied during 
the same year to the payment of the . 
principal and interest of the public 
debt, as ascertained by accounts ren- 
dered to the Treasury Department, 
amounted, as will appear by the an- 
nexed statement A, to four millions 
seven hundred and ten thousand 
nine hundred and fifty-four dollars 
thirty-nine cents, viz: 

1. Paid in reimbursement of the prin- 
cipal of the public 
debt - - E 

2. Paid on account 
of the interest and 
charges on the 
same - - c 


$2,259,681 82 


2,151,272 57 
4,710,954 39 


HI. The balance remaining unexpend- 
ed, at the close of the year 1812, 
and applicable to payments falling 
due after that year, as ascertained 
by accounts rendered to the Treas- 
ury Department, amounted, as will 
appear by the annexed statement 


Bto- - - . . . 335,826 04 


$5,071,707 73 


That, during the year 1813, the following disburse- 
ments were made out of the Treasury, on account of 
the principal and interest of the public debt, viz: 

I. On account of the interest and reimbursement of 

the domestic funded debt - - $4,713,421 61 
II. On account of the unfunded regis- 

tered debt - - - - - 
III. On account of the principal and 

interest of temporary loans, viz: 
Payment of interest- — $127,067 10 
Reimbursement of the 

principal - - 


29 28 


1,350,000 00 
——— 1,477,067 10 


6,190,517 99 

IV. On account of principal and in- 
terest of Treasury notes - - 
V. On account of the interest on Lou- 
isiana stock and converted stock 

* payable in Europe - - - 


4,239,925 80 


619,073 64 


Amounting, together, as will appear 
by the annexed list of warrants, 
marked C, to - - 2 - $11,110,117 42 
Which disbursements were made out of the follow- 

ing funds, viz: 

I. From the balance of the appropriation of eight mil- 
lions of dollars for the year 1812, remaining unex- 
pended at the end of that year, which balance 
amounted, as stated in the last an- 
nual report, to -~ - ` - $3,550,369 11 

Il, From the funds constituting the 
annual appropríation of eight mil- 
lions of dollars for the year 1813, 
viz: 

From the fund arising from the inter- 
est on the debt transferred to the 
Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, 
as, per statement I $1,932,107 92 

From the fund aris- 
ing from the sales 
of public lands, be- 
ing the amount re- 
ceived into the 
Treasury from the 
Ist October, 1812, 
to the 30th Sep- 
tember, 1813, per 
statement K - - 

From the proceeds of 
duties on goods, 
wares, and mer- 
chandise, imported, 
and on the tonnage 
of vessels  - - 


830,071 53 


4,794,966 44 


to - - = 7,557,745 89 


$7,557,745 89 


Amounting, together, 
Which sum of - 
Being deducted from 
the annual appro- 
priation of - - 8,000,000 00 
Leaves an unexpend- 
ed balance to be ap- 
plied, in addition to 
the appropriation 


for that year, of - 442,254 1 
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Ill. From repayments into the Treas- 
ury, on account of moneys hereto- 
fore advanced for the payment of 
dividends on the domestic funded 
debt, as will appear by the annexed 
statement E - - - - - 

That the above-mentioned disburse- 
ments, together with the balance 
above stated, which remained unex- 
pended at the close of the year 1812, 
of - - - - - - 

"Together with 2 further sum arising 
from profit on remittances from 
America to Europe, purchased dur- 
ingthe year 1813, and amounting, 
as appears by the annexed state- 
ment D,to - - - - - 

And with a further sum, being the dif- 
ference between the principal of 
stock purchased during the year 
1813, and the money paid for the 
same, amounting, as appears by the 
annexed statement L, to - - 


2,002 43 


335,826 04 
98,462 06 


1,902 34 


Making, together  - ~ - - $11,546,297 87 


Will be accounted for in the next annual report, in 
conformity with the accounts which shall then have 
been rendered to the Treasury Department, 

That, in the mean time, the manner in which the 
said sum has been applied is estimated as follows: 


I. The repayments into the Treasury on account of 
the principal of moneys advanced for the payment 
of dividends on the domestic funded debt, have 
amounted, during the ycar 1813, as by the above- 
mentioned statement E, to - - $2,002 43 

II. The sums actually applied, during ‘ 
the year 1813, to the principal and 
interest of the public debt, are es- 
timated as follows: 

J. Paid in reimburse- 
ment of the princi- 
pal of the public 
debt - - + $7,177,550 24 

2. Paid on account of 
interest and charges 
on the public debt — 3,510,054 67 

As will appear by the annexed esti- 
mate F - - - 

III. The balance which remained un- 
expended at the close of the year 
1813, and applicable to payments 
falling due after that year, is esti- 
mated, per annexed estimate G, at 


10,687,604 91 


856,690 58 


$11,546,297 87 


That, in conformity with the resolution of the 
Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, of the 6th 
of July, 1812, a copy of which was annexed to 
the last annual report, purchases of Louisiana 
stock and six per cent. stock of 1812 were con- 
tinued in the year 1813, and $147,200 of the 
former, and $267,000 of the latter, were purchased 
for $412,497 66, the partieulars of which pur- 
chases are exhibited in the annexed statement, 
marked L. 


That agreeably to the terms of the contracts by 
which certain temporary loans had been obtained 
in the year 1812, under the law authorizing the 
loan for a sum not exceeding eleven millions of 
dollars, such instalments of those loans as fell due 
in the year 1813, were duly discharged at the 
times when they respectively became payable. 
These instalments amounted to $1,350,000, and 
are shown in detail in the annexed statement, 
marked M. 

That, during the year 1813, and in the months 
of January and February, 1814, Treasury notes. 
amounting to $4,022,700, became payable, and, 
together with the interest thereon, were paid on 
moneys advanced for their payment at the sev- 
eral days on which they fell due. The annexed 
statement, N, shows the times when, and the 
places at which, these notes were payable. 

And that the annexed statements, marked H, 
exhibits the amount of stock transferred to the 
Commissioners of the Sinking Fund and to the 
Treasurer of the United States, in trust for said 
States, and standing on the books of the Treas- 
ury to their credit, on the 31st December, 1813. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

. W. JONES, 
Acting Secy Treasury. 
[The tabular statements are omitted.] 


FOREIGN GOLD COINS—EXPORTATION OF 
SPECIE. 


(Communicated to the House, April 12, 1814.] 
BarriMonE, March 4, 1814. 


Sin: From the numerous calls for specie lately 
made on the banks of this State, and to the South- 
ward, and which there is reason to apprehend 
will be repeated, great inconvenience must soon 
result, unless some measures are adopted to avert 
the difficulty of meeting those demands. The 
bauks of this city have been, and still are, labor- 
ing under considerable inconvenience, from the 
circumstance of foreign gold coins not being a 
legal tender. They received those coins toa large 
amount, under an act of Congress which was 
suffered to expire, and are now unable to use 
them, notwithstanding the pressing demands upon 
them. A law giving some rate of currency to 
specie of this description, seems indispensably ne- 
cessary, and would contribute materially to their 
relief. 

Since the State of Maryland has been wholly 
deprived of commerce, the banks in the city of. 
Baltimore have been gradually getting in debt to 
the Eastern cities, aud payments are now re- 
quired in specie, to an amount that will greatly 
exhaust their treasure; in the event of peace, the 
further demand for exportation will, it is appre- 
hended, materially increase their embarrassments. 
In the latter point of view, the subject is peculi- 
arly interesting to the banks of New York, Phil- 
adelphia, and Baltimore, inasmuch as they have 
subscribed largely to the late loans to the United 
States. Nearly one-third of the banking capital 
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of Baltimore has been thus invested; and if, on | ject, from the Register of the Treasury, by which 


the return of peace, specie should be permitted to 
be exported, the necessary consequence will be, 
that the increased demand upon the banks will 


it appears that, in the statement of the public 
debt on the 1st January, 1813, annexed to the 
printed account of the receipts and expenditures 


compel them to throw this stock into the market | for the year 1812, the amount of stock constituted 


at a very reduced value, much to their own injury, 
as well as to the injury of the nation. And it 
may not be entirely unworthy of consideration, 
how far the prospect of exporting specie, at the 
close of the war, may retard, or the prohibition 
to export may facilitate, such loans as the Gov- 
ernment may hereafter wish to make. 

Under these impressions, therefore, we take the 
liberty respectfully to suggest to you the propriety 
of recommending to Congress, during the present 
session, to provide by law for giving a rate of 
currency to foreign gold coins, and to prohibit 
the exportation of specie for twelve months after 
peace shall be proclaimed. 

In the hope that, if these measures shall meet 
your approbation, you will submit them to the 
President, or give them such other course as may 
in your opinion best promote the objects we have 
in view, we have the honor to be, sir, with very 
high respect and consideration, your very obe- 
dient servants, 

W. COOKE, 
President of the Bank of Maryland. 
WM. WILSON, 
President of the Bank of Baltimore. 
HENRY PAYSON, 
President of the Union Bank of Maryland. 
JAMES MOSHER, 
President Mechanics’ Bank of Baltimore. 
HEZ. WATERS, 
President of Marine Bank of Baltimore. 
JOSEPH H. NICHOLSON, 
Prés't Commercial and Farmers Bank. 
PHIL. MOORE, 
President of Franklin Bank of Baltimore. 
.. WM. GRAHAME, 
President Farmers’ and Merchants’ Bank. 
JOHN DONNELL, 
President of ihe City Bank of Baltimore. 
Hon. Geo. W. CAMPBELL, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


REVISED STATEMENT OF PUBLIC DEBT. 
[Communicated to the House, April 14, 1814.] 
Treasury Department, April 12, 1814. 


Sin : I have the honor to transmit, herewith, a 
revised statement of the debt of the United States, 
accompanied by an explanatory letter on the sub- 


under the act authorizing a loan for the service 
of that year, was, by mistake, stated at eleven 
millions of dollars, instead of eight millions thirty- 
four thousand seven hundred dollars, the real 
amount of six per cent. stock issued by virtue of 
the act before recited. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, 
your obedient servant, et: 
d G. W. CAMPBELL. 

Honorable SPEAKER 

Of the House of Hepresentatives. 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, ; 
Registers Office, April 7, 1814. 

Sin: I have the honor to transmit a revised 
statement of the “debt of the United States on 
the ist January, 1813,” as a substitute for the 
statement theteof, forming a part of the appendix 
to the printed accounts of the receipts and ex- 
penditures for the year 1812, presented a few days 
since, and transmitted to the House of Représétit- 
atives of tlie United States. 

The iter in which the variation appears, is the 
extension of the sum of eleven millions of dollats, 
as constituted stock under the act for borrowing 
to that amount in the year 1812, and which had 
been calculated to the full amount; whereas the 
whole amount of the moneys borrowed under the 
authority of that act was only - $10,184,700 
But as $2,150,000 therefore had been 

borrowed of certain banks, on con- 

tract, reimbursable in the years 

1813 and 1814, this amount forms 

a deduction of - - -  - $2,150,000 
Leaving the true amount of six per ; 

cent. stock of the year 1812, of - — $8,034,700 

A sufficient number of copies of this revised 
statement has been struck off, not only for the 
present occasion, but also to be bound up with 
the appendix to be rendered with a similar state- 
ment for the ensuing year, for the purpose of 
maintaining the correctness of tliose annual ex- 
hibitions of the public debt. ; 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obediént 


servant, 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Hon. G. W. CAMPBELL, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
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Domestic Debt, exclusive of mes sums passed to the credit of the Sinking Fund: 
Six per cent: stock — - - - - - - $17,506,485 90 
Three per cent. stock - - - - - - 16,157,972 59 
Deferred stock - - - - - - 9,576,634 68 
Louisiana six per cent. stock — - - - 11,070,700 00 
Six per cent. stock, loan of 1796 T - e 80,000 00 
Exchanged six per stock of 1812 - - - - 2,745,120 58 


57,136,913 75 
Six per cent. stock, constituted by an act passed the 14th of 
March, 1812, entitled “An act authorizing : a loan of money 
not exceeding eleven millions of dollars,” and for which 


scrip certificates were issued -  - ~ * $8,034,700 00 
Deduct, purchased by the Commissioners of 

the Sinking Fund - - - - - 57,000 00 

——————— 7,977,700 00 
Noininal amount of debt on the Ist of January, 1813: » - - = - $65,114,618 75 

Deduct reimbursement of the six per cent. and deferred stocks to the 31st 

December, 1812 - - - - - - - - $19,909,972 19 
From this, deduct reimbursement paid on stock subsequentiy transferred to 

the Sinking Fund, to the Ist January, 1810 - - - $28,748 02 


And the difference between the nominal amount of six per 
cent. and deferred stocks exchanged, and the amount of 
exchanged stock issued in lieu thereof, being reimburse- 


ment previously paid on said stocks - = = = 5,664,227 48 
— ~ 5,692,975 50 
14,216,996 69 
Unredeemed amount on the Ist January, 1813 - 2s = - = (@) 50,897,617 06 
Nominal amount of the debt as ahove stated — - - 65,114,613 75 


Sinking Fund. The following sums are in the Treasury books, passed to “the credit of the 
Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, to the 31st December; 1812. 


Foreign Debt, viz: Five per cent. stock — - - - $8,200,000 00, 
Four and one half per cent. stock - — - 820,000 00 
Four per cent. stock - - - - 3,180,000 00 


$12,200,000 00 
Domestic Debt, viz: Six per cent. stock - - 
Three per cent. stock - -~ 
Deferred six per cent. stock - 
Eight per cent. stock - - 
Exchanged six per cent. stock 
Converted six per cent. stock - 
Four and a half per cent. stock = - - 176,000 00 
Five and a half per cent. stock - - 1,848,900 00 
Navy six per cent. stock - - - 711,700 00 


- 1,946,026 92 

- 698,555 41 
: - 1,005,179 83 
- 6,482,500 00 
- 6,294,051 12 
- 1,859,850 70 


Louisiana six per cent. stock - 179,300 00 
Six per cent. stock of 1812. - E 57,000 00 : 
——— —— — 21,259,003 98 

———— ———— 33,459,063 98 


(b) 98,573,677 73 


(a) Unredeemed amount, Ist January, 1812 - - - > - - - c - 45,120,150 43 
Add six per cent. stock of 1812 - - - - - 8,034,700 00 
From which, deduct amount purchased by Sinking Fund - - - 57,000 00 


7,977,700 00 
Add three per cent. stock issued since - - - - - - - 82 55 
7,977,782 55 


53,097,932 98 


Deduct reimbursement of six per cent. and deferred stocks — - - - 1,446,047 31 
Ditto of converted stock - - - - - - - - 565,318 41 
Louisiana stock purchased - - - - - - - - 179,300 00 


Deferred do : - - - - - - - 9,650 20 
—— — 2,200,315 92 


Unredeemed amount January 1, 1813, - - - - - - - - - - 50,897,617 06 
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(D) Total nominal amount of debt, including Sinking Fund, Ist of January, 1812, 


Add six per cent. of 1812 
Add three per cent. stock issued since 


- $93,120,734 16 
8,034,700 00 
82 55 


8,034,782 55 


101,155,516 71 


Deduct difference between six per cent. and deferred stocks exchanged and stock issuedinlieu — 2,581,838 98 


As above 


* The total amount of moncys received into the Treasury, viz: 


In the year 1812 
In the year 1813 


From which deduct the amount of temporary loans reimbursed in 1813 and 1814 


Amount of six per cent. stock of the year 1812 


98,573,677 73 


- $10,002,400 00 
182,300 00 


10,184,700 00 
2,150,000 00 


- Z - - - 8,034,700 00 


Cw 


PATENT RIGHT OF OLIVER EVANS. 


[Communicated to the House, January 6, 1814.] 


Mr. InaERsOLL, from the committee to whom 
was referred the memorial of sundry inhabitants 
of Maryland, on the subject of the patent granted 
to Oliver Evans, for his improvements in ma- 
chinery employed in the manufacture of flour, 
made the following report: 

That the memorialists complain that, by vir- 
tue of the act passed on the 21st January, 1808, 
entitled “An act for the relief of Oliver Evans,” 

. the said Oliver Evans claims the benefit of cer- 
tain improvements in the machinery employed in 
the manufacture of flour, of which he is not the 
original inventor; that he exacts large aud un- 
reasonable sums for the use of those improve- 
ments; and that those are compelled to pay, who 
have established their improvements before the 
passing of the said act. 

Your committee conceive it not only repugnant 
to the principles of a Government organized like 
ours, to permit a question of a character such as 
the first objection presents, to'be litigated before 
the Legislature; but it is impossible that a fair 
decision can be made, when it is indispensable, in 
order to render impartial justice, that the parties 
should be permitted to go into evidence respecting 
thefaetsin controversy. A court of justice is the 
proper tribunal where such questions ought to be 
tried, and your committee are informed that this 
very question has already been settled in that 
way, by the circuit court of the United States for 
the Maryland district, favorable to the pretensions 
of the said Evans. ` 

The second subject of complaint seems to your 
committee equally an improper subject for the 
interference of the Legislature. The patentee, by 
law, has an exclusive privilege to use his inven- 
tion as he pleases. No person has a right to com- 
plain if the proprietor óf an invention demands a 
sum deemed exorbitant, more than if such a de- 
mand had been made for any other species of 
property ; it must rest with the purchaser whether 
his interest will permit him to yield to it, 

The third ground of complaint is equally un- 


tenable in the opinion of your committee. The 
Legislature had the power (and it seems in this 
case they have exercised it) to subject those who 
should usethe improvements mentioned, in future, 
to the claim of the said Oliver Evans. The pat- 
ent originally granted to him had previously been 
declared void by a judicial decision. "The case, 
therefore, stood as if no exclusive right had ever 
been granted, and it is certainly not necessary to 
prove that a person who uses a new improvement 
before a patent is granted, is subject to the restric- 
tions which follow the grant. Your committee, 
therefore, submit the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the prayer of the memorial 
ought not to be granted. 


To the Senate and House o 
Representatives of the United States : 

Your memorialists humbly beg leave to repre- 
sent, that your honorable body, on the 21st day of 
January, 1808, passed an act authorizing the Sec- 
retary of State, on application, in writing, by 
Oliver Evans, to cause letters patent to be made 
out in the manner-and form prescribed by the 
act entitled “An act to promote the progress of 
useful arts, and to repeal the act heretofore made 
for that purpose ;” thereby granting to the said 
Oliver Evans, his heirs, executors, administrators, 
and assigns, for a term not exceeding fourteen 
years, the full and exclusive right and liberty of 
making, constructing, using, and vending to be 
used, his invention, discovery, and improvements 
in the art of manufacturing flour and meal, and 
in the several machines which he has discover- 
ed, invented, improved, and applied to that pur- 
pose. That letters patent did accordingly issue, 
which are now in full operation; and that, by 
means of them, the patentee is exercising a most 
grievous oppression over the citizens of the United 
States, and more especially over those who are 
immediately engaged in the manufacture of flour. 

Your memorialists, in any ordinary case, would 
be the last to remonstrate against benefits which the 
Legistature of their country might think proper to 
confer upon any individual ; but believing, as they 
do, that your honorable body, when you consented 
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to pass the act of January, 1808, in favor of Mr- 
Evans, were deceived by artful representations of 
merit; and knowing, also, that Mr. Evans has 
used his patent for purposes in which it could 
never have been intended to give him aid, your 
memorialists feel confidently assured that Con- 
gress will not hesitate to reconsider the ground 
of their former grant, and to do impartial justice 
between Mr. Evans and the rest of his fellow- 
citizens. 

Your memorialists have understood, and they 
have no doubt of the fact, that, when Congress 
undertook to renew Mr. Evans’s monopoly, they 
were industriously made to believe that he was the 
inventor of all the machines for which he solicited 
and obtained his patent. In this your honorable 
body were grossly deceived. Many of your me- 
morialists have just witnessed the progress of 
several trials that took place at the last term of 
the circuit court of the United States at Balti- 
more, in actions instituted’ by Mr. Evans for in- 
fringements on his patent rights. Although the 
result of these trials were such as must give 
alarm to every man who has dared to think of op- 
posing this exorbitant monopolist, yet did they 
prove most incontrovertibly, by the investigations 
to which they led, that Mr. Evans was not the 
original inventor of any one of his pretended ma- 
chines. Your memorialists entreat the patience 
of your honorable body, while they briefly detail 
the testimony relating to this question, such as it 
appeared before the circuit court, and such as it 
can again be exhibited, whenever your honorable 
body may think proper to require it. 

The machines which form the subject of Mr. 
Evans’s patent are the conveyer, the elevator, the 
hopperboy, and the drill. For greater perspicuity, 
we will state the testimony, as applied to each 
machine, in successive order. 4 

Ist. The conveyer. It was proved that Jona- 
than Ellicott, of Baltimore county, was the first 
inventor of this machine. He had erected it in 
his mill some time before the year 1786, and ap- 
plied it to all its present uses. He showed it to 
Oliver Evans, who was highly pleased with its 
operation. He said it was all that was necessary 
to complete his machinery ; that he had long 
desired to have such a machine, but could not de- 
vise one; and, finally, in consideration that Jona- 
than Ellicott would permit.him to attach it to his 
elevator and hopperboy, Oliver Evans gave him 
a perpetual license to use these last. 

9. The elevator. This machine has been in- 
vented nearly a century and a half. There are 
books, a hundred years old, that exhibit it, (ap- 
plied to hydraulic purposes,) the same in princi- 
ple, form, dimensions, and materials, with the 
elevator now claimed by Oliver Evans as his 
original invention. 

3d. The hopperboy. A machine upon the same 
principle with Oliver Evans's alleged hopperboy, 
worked by the same power, acting in the same 
manner upon the meal, and producing the same 
effect, although not as beneficially, was invented 
by Marshall, of Delaware, and set to work in 
his mill, before the time of Oliver Evans's sup- 
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posed discovery. Mr. Evans lived in the neighbor- 
hood of this invention. f 

4th. The drill. The invention of this machine 
did not come in question before the circuit court; 
but it is susceptible of undeniable proof, tliat Jona- 
than Ellicott, before referred to, was the inventor 
of it, as well as of the conveyer. 2 

Thus it appears that Mr. Evans’s merit, as an 
inventor, in no respect corresponds with the art- 
ful and imposing representations by which your 
honorable body were induced to grant him your 
protection for a second term of fourteen years. 
So far from having invented all these machines, 
he was not the original inventor of any one of 
them. Your memorialists, therefore, might here 
rest their petition; but they think it proper to 
notice the other grounds of Mr. Evans’s preten- 
sions. These are, first, that he has invented use- 
ful improvements in the structure of the several 
machines secured by his patent; and, secondly, 
that he was the first who applied to their new 
use in mills those machines. 

The conveyer and hopperboy are the only ina- 
chines in which Mr. Evans will now attempt to 
show that he has made any improvement; in the 
elevator and drill he has not made even an al- 
teration, First, then,of the conveyer: The trans- 
verse flights form the alteration which he claims 
to have made in this machine. Even if Mr. 
Evans was the inventor of this alteration, its 
utility in the manufacture of flour is extremely 
questionable. Several most intelligent millers, 
who were examined upon this subject in the trials 
at Baltimore, were so much ata loss to discover 
the beneficial effect of this alteration, that they 
preferred the spiral conveyer. The great utility 
of this alteration is rendered still more question- 
able by the fact, that a large portion of the mil- 
lers, even those who have paid Oliver Evans for 
the license of his patented machines, do not make 
use of the transverse flights. But your memo- 
tialists are convinced that Mr. Evans was not 
the author of this alteration. They will be able 
to show your honorable body that this improve- 
ment, like most of the improvements which Mr. 
Evans claims, was discovered by other persons, 
from whom he adopted it. 

Secondly. Of the hopperboy. Mr. Evans, as 
has been before stated, was not the original in- 
ventor of this machine. Your memorialists ad- 
mit that he was the first who added the ropes 
leading the horizontal arms around, and that this 
addition facilitates the operation of the machine. 
But, surely, it will not be contended that upon 
this alteration Congress bottomed their grant. 
This improvement may have been sufficient to 
entitle Mr. Evans, under the general law, to a 
patent for the improvement, but for nothing else. 
It could not have entitled him to a patent for 
other machines, which he neither invented nor 
improved; much less can it entitle him to an 
extension of his exclusive privilege beyond the 
usual term. 

Your memorialists come now to the last ground 
of Mr. Evans’s pretensions, “that he has the 
merit of having first applied these machines to 
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their present use in mills.’ This ground was 
much narrowed by the trials before referred to 
in the circuit court at Baltimore, It was there 
shown that the conveyer, the hopperboy, and the 
drill, were applied by their original inventors to 
all the purposes for which they are now used. 
The elevator is the only machine about which 
there can be the least doubt; and, to the minds 
of your memorialists, there are conclusive reasons 
for believing that Oliver Evans was not the per- 
son who first discovered the application of this 
machine to its present office—the raising wheat 
„and flour. Oliver Evans first exhibited his ele- 
vator, and first informed the world that he had 
‘invented one, in the year 1787. Twelve or eight- 
een months before this time James Strode, of the 
State of Delaware, had erected a perfect elevator 
in his mill. 

Mr. Strode, in the circuit court at Baltimore, 
related the history of hisinvention. Standingin 
his mill, contemplating the machinery that he 
then had in it, he observed that, as the leather 
strap turning the fan performed its revolutions, 
the buckle, by which it was fastened, would catch 
up a few grains of wheat below, carry them up 
with it, and empty them out at the top. The 
thought immediately occurred to him, that a ma- 
chine revolving like this strap, with buckets upon 
it, would completely perform the office of raising 
his wheat and flour. He constructed it accord- 
ingly, and found it perfect. This machine is what 
is now called “ Evans's elevator.” Your memo- 
rialists admit, that a brother of Oliver Evans de- 
clared in the circuit court at Baltimore, that 
Oliver Evans had several years before this period 
invented precisely the same machine; and that, 
although he did notshow it to the world by using 
it in his mill, yet he had it, and the model of it 
was locked up in a chest, and continued so locked 
up for several years. When this testimony comes 
before your honorable body it will, no doubt, re- 
ceive whatever credit, under all its circumstances, 
it may be entitled to. But your memorialists 
hope they will be pardoned for believing that 
there was some mistake in the matter. 

Your memorialists have thus candidly detailed 
the testimony relating to Mr. Evans’s patent. 
They feel assured that your honorable body will 
discover in it abundant cause to take this subject 
again into consideration. Your memorialists, 
however, will take the liberty of suggesting other 
motives of greater weight. 

When Congress consented to renew Mr. Evans's 
exclusive privileges, in 1808, they could not have 
intended to give their law an ex post facto opera- 
tion; yet such has been the construction which 
our circuit courts have felt themselves constrained 
to give to the act of January, 1808. In the cir- 
cuit court of Philadelphia it has been decided, 
by Judges Washington and Peters, that even 
those who erected their machinery in the interval 
between the expiration of Mr. Evans's first patent 
in 1804, and its renewal in 1808, cannot continue 
to use therm without a license under the second 
patent. The hardship of this construction is ex- 
treme. The United States abound with mills, in 


which the machinery was erected during that in- 
terval when no law existed to prohibit it; when 
no man was aware of any right still remaining 
in Mr. Evans; and when the public thought they 
were enjoying a property for which they had 
already paid the price. But, since this construc- 
tion, persons, who erected their machinery under 
those circumstances, must either pull it down, or 
subject themselves to actions for treble damages; 
or they must consent to pay whatever price the 
patentee may choose to demand fora license. As 
it regards his charges, your memorialists humbly 
state, that the act of renewal has imposed no limi- 
tation on Mr. Evans, an omission of which he 
is availing himself most oppressively. During 
his first patent, while he was looking forward to 
his intended application for a renewal, Mr. Evans 
observed a very becoming moderation in his de- 
mands; thirty-three dollars was originally the 
price of his license to use his machinery in appli- 
cation to one water-wheel; but, as soon as the 
act of 1808 had put the community in his power, 
he began to advance, from exaction to exaction, 
until he now demands about twenty times the 
amount of his former charge, and threatens that 
he will rise still higher. From one of your me- 
morialists Mr. Evans has demanded thirty-six 
hundred dollars for his license. This fact, while 
it shows how oppressively this patent bears upon 
individuals, will enable your honorable body to 
form some estimate of the enormous profits 
which the patentee will derive from a general 
use of his machinery throughout the United 
States. 

Your memorialists will not consent to believe 
that Congress intended to let Mr. Evans loose 
upon the community with so grievous, so des- 
potic a power; they, therefore, pray that your 
honorable body will again take this subject into 
consideration ; that you may examine the grounds 
upon which Mr. Evans’s patent issued, and do 
Whatever in your wisdom you may think fit. 

And your memorialists will ever pray, &c. 

~ WILLIAM COLE, and others. 


BALTIMORE, January 1, 1813. 


COMMISSIONS GRANTED IN THE RECESS 
OF THE SENATE. 


{Communicated to the Senate, March 29, 1814.] 
To the Senate of the United States: 


I transmit to the Senate a report of the Secre- 
tary of State, complying with their resolution. of 
the 26th instant. : 


JAMES MADISON. 
Marca 28, 18H. 


DEPARTMENT or STATE, 
March 28, 1814. 
Str: In compliance with the resolution of the 
Senate, of the 26th instant, I have the honor to 
transmit, herewith, copies of the commissions 
heretofore granted by the President of the United 
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States, ia the recess of the Senate, to William 
Paca, as judge of the Maryland district; to Wil- 
liam Nelson, as attorney of the Virginia district; 
to John Rutledge, as Chief Justice of the United 
States, and to Albert Gallatin, John Quincy Ad- 
ams, and James A. Bayard, as Envoys Extraor- 
dinary and Ministers Plenipotentiary, to nego- 
tiate a treaty of peace with Great Britain. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
JAMES MONROE. 
The Presipent of the U.S. 


Gzonex Wasurneton, President of the United States 
of America, to all who shall see these presents, 
greeting : 

Whereas, the office of judge of the district court 
in and for Maryland district is at present vacant, 
know ye, that, reposing special trust and confi- 
dence in the wisdom, uprightness, and learning of 
Wm. Paca, of Maryland, I do appoint him judge 
of the said distriet court, and do authorize and em- 
power him to execute and fulfil the duties of that 
office, according to the Constitution and laws of 
the said United States, and to have and to hold 
the said office, with all the powers, privileges, 
and emoluments to the same of right appertain- 
ing, unto him, the said William Paca, during his 
good behaviour, and until the end of the next ses- 
sion of the Senate of the U. States, and no longer. 

In testimony whereof, [ have caused these let- 
[x s.] ters to be made patent and the seal of the 

' "4 United States to be hereunto affixed. 

Given under my hand the 22d day of Decem- 
ber, in the year of our Lord 1789. 

GEO. WASHINGTON. 


Gxonar Wasnine'ron, President of the United States 
of America, to all who shall see these presents, 
greeting: 

Whereas, the office of Attorney of the United 
States in and for Virginia district, is at present 
vacant, know ye, that, reposing special trust and 
confidence in the integrity, ability, and learning 
of Wm. Nelson, of Virginia, I do appoint him At- 
torney of the said United States in and for the said 
Virginia district, and do authorize and empower 
him to execute and fulfil the duties of that office 
according to law, and to have and to hold the 
same, together with all the powers, privileges, and 
emoluments thereto of right appertaining, unto 
him, the said William Nelson, during the pleas- 
ure of the President of the United States for the 
time being, and until the end of the next session 
of the Senate of the United States, and no longer. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused these let- 

ters to be made patent, and the seal of the 

[19] United States to be hereunto affixed. 
Given under my hand, at the city of New York, 

the 28th day of November, in the year of our 

Lord 1789. GEO. WASHINGTON. 

Grorex Wasurneron, President of the United States 
of America, to all who shall see these presents, 
greeting : 

Whereas, the office of Chief Justice of the Su- 


premé- Court of the United States is at present 
vacant, know ye, that, reposing special trust and 
confidence in the wisdom, uprightness, and learn- 
ing of John Rutledge, of South Carolina, I do 
appoint him Chief Jusiice of the Supreme Court 
of the United States, and do authorize and em- 
power him to execute and fulfil the duties of that 
office, according to the Constitution and laws of 
the said United States, and to have and to hold 
the said office, with all the powers, privileges, and 
emoluments to the same of right appertaining, 
unto him, the said John Ratledge, during his 
good behaviour, and until the end of the next ses- 
sion of the Senate of the United States, and no 
longer. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused these let- 
(1. 8] ters to be made patent, and the seal of the 
"+ United States to be hereunto affixed. 

Given under my hand the first day of July, in 
the year of our Lord 1795, and of the independ- 
ence of the United States of America the 19th. 

GEO. WASHINGTON. 
By the President: 
Epmunp RANDOLPH. 

James Manrsox, President of the United States of 
America, to all whom these presents shall concern, 
greeting : M 
Know ye, that, for the purpose of confirming 

between the United States and His Britannic 
Majesty perfect harmony and a good correspond- 
ence, and of removing all grounds of dissatisfac- 
tion, and reposing special trust and confidence in 
the integrity, prudence, and abilities of Albert 
Gallatin, Secretary of the Treasury of the United 
States. John Quincy Adams, Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary of the United States at the Court of His 
Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias, and 
James A. Bayard, a Senator of the United States, 
I have appointed ther jointly and severally En- 
voys Extraordinary and Ministers Plenipotentiary 
of the United States, with full and all manner of 
power and authority, for and in the name of the 
United States, to meet at St. Petersburg, in Rus- 
sia, and confer with a Minister or Ministers of 
His said Britannic Majesty, being furnished with 
the like power and authority, and with him or 
them to agree, treat, consult, and negotiate of 
and concerning the general commerce between 
the United States and Great Britain, and its do- 
minions or dependencies, and of all matters and 
subjects connected therewith which may be in- 
teresting to the two nations, and to conclude and 
sign a treaty or treaties, convention or conven- 
tions, touching the premises; transmitting the 
same to the President of the United States for 
his ratification, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate of the United States. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of 

[r. s.] the United States to be hereunto affixed. 
Given under my hand at the City of Washing- 

ton, on the 17th day of April, A. D. 1813, and in 

the independence of the United States the 37th. 
JAMES MADISON. 
By the President: 
James Monnos, See’ry of State. 
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mediation, a Minister or Ministers, having like 
authority from the Government of Great Britain ; 
and with him or them to negotiate and conclude 
a settlement of the subsisting differences, and a 
lasting peace and friendship between the United 
States and that Power; transmitting the treaty 
or convention so to be concluded for the ratifica- 
tion of the President of the United States, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate of the 
United States. 
In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of 
[r. s.] the United States to be hereunto affixed. 
Given under my hand at the City of Washing- 
ton, the 17th day of April, A. D., 1813, and of 
the independence of the United States the 37th. 
JAMES MADISON. 


Jamzs Manisox, President of the United States of 
"America, to all whom these presents shall concern, 
greeting : 

Know ye, that, for the purpose of confirming 
and improving the amicable and beneficial rela- 
tions between the United States and His Impe- 
rial Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias, and 
reposing special trust and confidence in the in- 
tegrity, prudence, and ability of John Quincy 
Adams, Minister Plenipotentiary at the Court of 
His said Imperial Majesty, of Albert Gallatin, 
Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, 
and of James A. Bayard, a Senator of the Uni- 
ted States, I have appointed them jointly and 
severally Envoys Extraordinary and Ministers 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of America 
to the Court of His said Imperial Majesty, with 
full and all manner of power and autherity, for 
and in the name of the United States, to meet and 
confer with a Minister or Ministers of His said 
Imperial Majesty, being furnished with the like 
power and authority, and with him or them to 
agree, treat, consult, and negotiate of and concern- 
ing the general commerce between the United 
States and Russia, and of all matters and subjects 
connected therewith which may be interesting 
to the two nations; and to conclude and sign 
a treaty or treaties, convention or conventions, 
touching the premises; transmitting the same to 
the President of the United States for his ratifi- 
cation, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate of the United States. 


In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of 
(1.9.] the United States to be hereunto affixed. 
Given under my hand at the City of Washing- 
ton, on the 22d day of April, in the year of our 
Lord 1813, and of the independence of the United 


States the 37th. 
JAMES MADISON. 


By the President : 
James Monroe, Sec’ry of State. 


MINISTERS AND CONSULS APPOINTED IN 
THE RECESS OF THE SENATE. 
{Communicated to the Senate, April 9, 1814.] 

To the Senate of the United States : 


l transmit to the Senate a report of the Secre- 
tary of State complying with their resolution of 


the 2d instant. 
JAMES MADISON. 
APRIL 9, 1814. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
April 8, 1814, 

Sır: In compliance with the resolution of the 
Senate, of the 2d instant, I have the honor to 
transmit lists of the Ministers and Consuls of the 
United States who have been appointed, since 
the adoption of the Constitution, by the respect- 
ive Presidents of the United States, in the recess 
of the Senate; distinguishing the cases in which 
the respective appointments had not been before 
filled from those which had been previously fill- 
ed ; and specifying, by the dates of the letters of 
recall, when the latter became vacant, in the case 
of Ministers. l 

Although, strictly construed, the resolution did 
not appear to carry the research back toa period 
anterior to the commencement of the present 
Government, yet the Journals of the old Congress 
have been carefully examined, and notice taken 
of appointments made under the Confederation, 
of Ministers and Consuls to Governments and 
places, to which appointments were afterwards 
made under the present Government. 
To these lists are added copies of the commis- 
sions granted to Albert Gallatin, John Quincy 
Adams, and James A. Bayard, to negotiate and 
signa Treaty of Commerce with Great Britain, 
and a Treaty of Commerce with Russia. . 

_ With great respect, I have the honor to be, str, 
your obedient servant, 


By the President: 
James Monnos, Sec'ry of State. 


James Mavison, President of the United States of 
America, to all whom these presents shall concern, 
greeting: 

Whereas, His Imperial Majesty the Emperor 
of all the Russias, as the common friend of the 
United States and Great Britain, has offered his 
mediation, with a view to the restoration of 
peace and the establishment of perfect harmony 
between them; and the invitation having been 
accepted, on the part of the United States, in con- 
templation of a like acceptance on the partof Great 
Britain: Now, be it known, that, reposing espe- 
cialtrust and confidence in the integrity, prudence, 
and abilities of Albert Gallatin, Secretary of the 
Treasury of the United States, John Quincy 
Adams, their Minister Plenipotentiary at the 
Court of His Imperial Majesty, and James A. 
Bayard, Senator of the United States, I have ap- 
pointed them jointly and severally Envoys Ex- 
traordinary and Ministers Plenipotentiary of the 
United States, to repair to St. Petersburg, in 


ed St e JAMES MONROE. 
Russia, with authority to meet, under the said 


The Presivent of the U. S. 
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Humiliation and Prayer. 


HUMILIATION AND PRAYER. 


It being a duty, peculiarly incumbent in a time 
of public calamity and war, humbly and de- 
voutly to acknowledge our dependence upon 
Almighty God, and to implore His aid and 
protection; therefore, 


Resolved, by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Con- 
gress assembled, That a joint committee of both 
Houses wait on the President of the United 
States, and request that he recommend a day of 
Public Humiliation and Prayer, to be observed 
by the people of the United States with religious 
solemnity, and the offering of fervent supplica- 
tions to Almighty God for the safety and welfare 
of these States, His blessing on their arms, and 
the speedy restoration of peace. 

n E CLAY, 
eaker of House of Representatives. 
á E GERRY 


Vice President, and President of Senate. 
Wasuineron, July 16, 1813. 


A PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas the Congress of the United States, by 
a joint resolution of the two Houses, have signi- 
fied a request that a day may be recommended, to 
be observed by the people of the United States 
with religious solemnity, as a. day of Public Hu- 
miliation and Prayer; and whereas, in times of 
publie calamity, such as that of the war, brought 
on the United States by the injustice of a foreign 
Government, it is especially becoming that the 
hearts of all should be touched with the same, 
and the eyes of all be turned to that Almighty 
Power, in whose hands are the welfare and the 
destiny of nations: I do, therefore, issue this my 
Proclamation, recommending to all, who shall be 
piously disposed to unite their hearts and voices 
in addressing, at one and the same time, their 
vows and adorations to the great Parent and Sov- 
ereign of the Universe, that they assemble, on the 
second Thursday of September next, in their re- 
spective religious congregations, to render Him 
thanks for the many blessings He has bestowed 
on the people of the United States; that He has 
blessed them with a land capable of yielding all 
the necessaries and requisites of human life, with 
ample means for convenient exchanges with for- 
eign countries; that He has blessed the labors 
employed in its cultivation and improvement ; 
that He is now blessing the exertions to extend 
and establish the arts and manufactures, which 
will secure within ourselves supplies too impor- 
tant to remain dependent on the precarious policy, 
on the peaceable dispositions of other nations; 
and, particularly, that He has blessed the United 
States with a political Constitution, founded on 
the will and authority of the whole people, and 
guaranteeing to each individual the security, not 
only of his person and his property, but of those 
sacred rights of conscience, so essential to his 


present happiness, and so dear to his future hopes, 
That with those expressions of devout thankful- 
ness, be joined supplications to the same Almighty 
Power, that He would look down with compas- 
sion on our infirmities; that He would pardon 
our manifold transgressions, and awaken and 
strengthen us in all the wholesome purposes of 
repentance and amendment; that, in this season 
of trial and calamity, He would preside in a par- 
ticular manner over our public councils, and in- 
spire all citizens with a love of their country, and 
with those fraternal affections and that mutual 
confidence, which have so happy a tendency to 
make us safe at home and respected abroad; and 
that, as He was graciously pleased, heretofore, to 
smile on our struggles against the attempts of the 
Government of the empire, of which these States 
then made a part, to wrest from them the rights 
and privileges to which they were entitled in 
common with every other part, and to raise them 
to the station of an independent and sovereign 
people, so He would now be pleased, in like man- 
ner, to bestow His blessing on our arms in resist- 
ing the hostile and persevering efforts of the same 
Power to degrade us on the ocean, the commen 
inheritance of all, from rights and immunities, 
belonging and essential to the American people, 
as a co-equal member of the great community of 
independent nations ; and that, inspiring our ene- 
mies with moderation, with justice, and with that 
spirit of reasonable accommodation, which our 
country has continued to manifest, we may be 
enabled to beat our swords into ploughshares, and 
to enjoy in peace, every man, the fruits of his 
honest industry, and the rewards of his lawful 
enterprise. 


` If the public homage of a people can ever be 
worthy the favorable regard of the Holy and 
Omniscient Being to whom it is addressed, it 
must be that in which those who join in it are 
guided only by their free choice, by the impulse 
of their hearts and the dictates of their consci- 
ences; and such a spectacle must be interesting 
to all Christian nations; as proving that religion, 
that gift of Heaven for the good of man, freed 
from all coercive edicts, from that unhallowed 
connexion with the powers of this world, which 
corrupts religion into an instrument or an usurper 
of the policy of the State, and, making no appeal 
but to reason, to the heart, and to the conscience, 
can spread its benign influence everywhere, and 
can attract to the Divine Altar those free-will 
offerings of humble supplication, thanksgiving, 
and praise, which alone can be acceptable to Him 
whom no hypocrisy can deceive, and no forced 
sacrifices propitiate. 

Upon these principles, and with these views, 
the good people of the United States are invited, 
in conformity with the resolution aforesaid, to 
dedicate the day above named to the religious 
solemnities therein recommended. 

Given at Washington, this twenty-third day 
[x.s] of July, in the year of our Lord one thou- 

* ^ sand eight hundred and thirteen. 


JAMES MADISON. 
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mands to the hindrance or detriment of such voy- 
age, besides being answerable for all damages 
arising thereby, shall forfeit to the use of the owner 
of such vessel his share of any public allowance 
which may be paid upon such voyage. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That where 
an agreement or contract shall be so made and 
signed for a fishing voyage or for the fishing sea- 
son, and any fish which may have been caught 
on board such vessel during the samé, shall be 
delivered to the owner, or to his agent, for cure, 
and shall be sold by said owner or agent, such 
vessel shall, for the term of six months after such 
sale, be liable and answerable for the skippet’s 
and every other fisherman’s share of such fish, 
and may be proceeded against in the same form, 
and to the same effect, as any other vessel is by 
law liable and may be proceeded against for the 
wages of seamen or mariners in the merchant 
service. And upon such process for the value of 
a share or shares of the proceeds of fish delivered 
and sold as aforesaid, it shall be incumbent on 
the owner or his agent to procure a just account 


of the sales and division of such fish according to | 


such agreement or contract; otherwise the said 
vessel shall be answerable upon such process for 
what may be the highest value of the shares de- 
manded. But, in ail cases, the owner of such 
vessel or his agent, appearing to answer to such 
process, may offer thereupon his account of gen- 
eral supplies made for such fishing voyage and of 
other supplies therefor made to either of the de- 
mandants, and shall be allowed to produce evi- 
dence thereof in answer to their demands, respect- 
ively ; and judgment shall be rendered upon such 
process for the respective balances which, upon 
such an inquiry, shall appear: Provided, always, 
That, when process shall be issued against any 
vessel liable as aforesaid, if the owner thereof, or 
his agent, will give bond to each fisherman in 
whose favor such process shall be instituted, with 
sufficient security, to the satisfaction of two jus- 
tices of the peace, one of whom shall be named 
by such owner or agent, and the other by the fish- 
erman or fishermen pursuing such process, or if 
either party shall refuse, then the justice first ap- 
pointed shail name his associate, with condition 
to answer and pay whatever sum shall be recov- 
ered by him or them on such process, there shall 
be an immediate discharge of such vessel: Pro- 
vided, That nothing herein contained shall pre- 
vent any fisherman from having his action at com- 
mon law for his share or shares of fish, or the pro- 
ceeds thereof, as aforesaid. 
Approved, June 19, 1813. 


An Act to amend the act in addition to the act, enti- 
tled “An act to raise an additional military force, 
and for other purposes.” 


Be it enacted, c., That five of the regiments 
which were authorized to be raised by an act in 
addition to the act, entitled “An act to raise an 
additional military foree, and for other purposes,” 
passed the twenty-ninth day of January, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirteen, may, at the 


discretion of the President of the United States, 
be enlisted for and during the war, unless sooner 
discharged, and be limited as to service to the 
defence of the seaboard of the United States, or 
of such part thereof as the President may elect 
and determine. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That each 
man recruited under the authority of this act, be 
allowed the same bounty in money and land as 
is allowed by law to men enlisted for five years 
or for the war, and that the officers, non-com- 
missioned officers, musicians, and privates, shall 
receive the same pay, clothing, subsistence, and 
forage, be entitled to the same benefits, be sub- 
ject to the same rules and regulations, and be 
placed in every respect on the same footing, as 
the other regular troops of the United States. 

Approved, July 5, 1813. 


An Act authorizing the President of the United States 
to cause to be built barges for the defence of the 
ports and harbors of the United States. 

' Be it enacted, $c., That, for the protection of 

the ports and harbors of the United States, the 

President shall cause to be built, without delay, 

such number of barges as he may deem necessary, 

to be armed, equipped, and manned as he may 
direct, of a size not less than forty-five feet long, 
and capable of carrying heavy guns. —— 

Suc. 2. And be it further enacted, That, for 
the purpose aforesaid, the sum of two hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars be and the same is hereby 
appropriated, to be paid out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Approved, July 5, 1813. 


An Act further extending the time for issuing and 
locating military land warrants. 

Be it enacted, $c., That the Secretary of War 
be authorized to issue military land warrants to 
such persons as have or shall, before the first day 
of March, oùe thousand eight hundred and six- 
teen, produce to him satisfactory evidence of the 
validity of their claims; which warrants, with 
those heretofore issued and not yet satisfied, shall 
and may be located in the name of the holders or 
proprietors thereof, prior to the first day of Octo- 
ber, one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, on 
any unlocated parts of the fifty quarter townships, 
and the fractional quarter townships reserved by 
law for original holders of military land warrants. 
And patents shall be granted for the land located 
under this act, in the same manner as is directed 
by former acts for granting military lands. 

Approved, July 5, 1813. 


An Act to reward the officers and crew of the sloop of 
war Hornet; and Lieutenant Elliott and his officers 
and companions. i 


Be it enacted, &c., That the President of the 
United States be and he is hereby authorized to 
have distributed, as prize money, to Captain James 
Lawrence, late of the sloop of war Hornet, his 
officers and crew, or their widows and children, 
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the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars, for the 
capture and destruction of the British brig Pea- 
cock; and to Lieutenant Elliott, and his officers 
and companions, or their widows and children, 
the sum of twelve thousand dollars, for the cap- 
ture and destraction of the British brig Detroit; 
and that the sum of thirty-seven thousand dollars 
be and the same is hereby appropriated to the 
purpose aforesaid, to be paid out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 
Aypproved, July 13, 1813. 


libelled, shall not be condemned, as aforesaid for 
the benefit of the captors, the right and claim of 
the United States to the forfeiture of such goods, 
wares,and merchandise, shall, notwithstanding 
the discontinuance of the suits and libels in behalf 
of the said States, remain unimpaired, and such 
forfeitures may, after a final decision against ihe 
captors, be recovered or remitted, in conformity 
with the provisions of the several laws now in 
force, in the same manner as if the suits or libels 
had not been discontinued: Provided, That noth- 
ing herein contained shall extend to or embrace 
any capture made by such private armed vessels 
in violation of the additional instructions of the 
President of the United States to the public and 
private armed vessels thereof, ofthe twenty-eighth 
day of August, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and twelve, after the captor shall have 
been apprized thereof, or by any such privatearmed 
vessel which was in any port of the United States 
subsequent to the said proclamation, and prior to 
such capture. E : 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That no de- 
cision which may hereafter be made by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, under the act, entitled 
“An act directing the Secretary of the Treasury 
to remit fines, forfeitures, and penalties, in certain 
cases," shall be held as affecting the claim of any 
person or persons claiming as captors any goods, 
wares, or merchandise, the forfeiture of which to 
the United States shall have been remitted by 
such decision. 

Seo. 3. And be it further enacted, That all 
goods, wares, and merchandise, captured and li- 
belled as aforesaid, shall pay the same duties, to 
be secured and collected in the same manner, as 
is provided by the act “concerning letters of 
marque, prizes, and prize goods,” with respect to 
the like goods, wares, and merchandise, when 
captured from the enemy, and made prize of war. 

Approved, July 13, 1813. 


An Act freeing from postage all letters and packets to 
and from the Superintendent General of Military 
Supplies. 

Be it enacted, &c., That all letters and packets 
to and from the Superintendent General of Mili- 
tary Supplies, which relate to his official duties, 
shall be free from postage. 

Approved, July 23, 1813. 


An Act to relinquish the claims of the United States 
to certain goods, wares, and merchandise, captured 
by private armed vessels. 

Be it enacted, $c., That all right and claim 
which may have accrued to the United States, 
under an act, entitled “An act to prohibit the com- 
mercial intercourse between the United Statesand 
Great Britain and France, and their dependencies, 
and for other purposes,” and an act, entitled “An 
act concerning the commercial intercourse be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain and 
France, and their dependencies, and for other 
purposes,” and an act supplementary to the last 
mentioned act, to goods, wares, and merchadise, 
being the property of British subjects, and shipped 
from the ports of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, since the declaration of war 
by the United States against that Kingdom, 
which have been captured by private armed ves- 
sels of the United States. on the high and open 
seas, and without the territorial limits and juris- 
diction of the United States, and have been li- 
belled and claimed, by or in behalf of the owners 
and other persons interested in the said private 
armed vessels, in some court of the United States 
having competent jurisdiction thereof, be and 
the same are hereby relinquished, in all cases 
where such goods, wares, and merchandise, being 
the property of. British subjects, and captured as 
aforesaid, shall have been or shall be condemned 
as prize of war, for the benefit of the captors, by 
the final judgment of any court of the United 
States, having jurisdiction as aforesaid ; all suits, 
libels, or prosecutions, instituted or commenced in 
behalf of the United States, for the recovery of any 
forfeiture or penalty, accrued by reason of an in- 
fraction of any of the three acts firstabovemention- 
ed, affecting any goods, wares, or merchandise, the 
property of British subjects, and which have been 
captured as aforesaid. and libelled in behalf of 
the captors, shall be discontinued on payment of 
the costs accrued on sich suits or libels, by or on 
behalf of the said owner or owners. But in all 
cases where goods, wares, and merchandise thus 


An Act to incorporate a company for making a certain 
turnpike road in the county of Alexandria. 


Be it enacted, §c., That William Robinson, 
Charles Lee, Charles Alexander, Thomas Swan, 
Robert Conway, and Philip Richard Fendall, be 
and they are hereby appointed a board of com- 
missioners, a majority of whom to constitute a 
quorum, with full power to receive and enter in 
such book or books as they may deem proper, by 
themselves or their agents, subscriptions for rais- 
ing a capital stock of eight thousand dollars, in 
shares of fifty dollars each, for the purpose of 
opening, gravelling, and improving a road in the 
county of Alexandria, in the District of Columbia, 
from the intersection of West street and Pendle- 
ton street, in the town of Alexandria, to the boun- 
dary line of the District of Columbia, in the most 
direct and practicable route towards Leesburg, 
conforming as nearly as shall be found advanta- 
geous and convenient to the present main road 
leading from the said intersection towards Lees- 
burg,and through the county of Alexandria afore- 
said: Provided, That no subscription shall be re- 
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ceived unless the sum of five dollars be first paid 
into the hands of such agent or other person as 
the said commissioners may authorize to receive 
it. The times, places, and manner of receiving 
and entering subscriptions shall be prescribed by 
the said commissioners, and advertised in such 
gazettes as they may deem expedient; and when- 
ever one hundred shares or more shall be sub- 
scribed, the commissioners, or a majority of them, 
shall give notice, in some newspaper printed in 
the said District, of a time and place, to be by 
them appointed, for the subscribers to proceed to 
‘organize the corporation by an election of officers; 
and all persons who may then be or thereafter 
may ‘become the proprietors of shares in the said 
eapital stock, either as subscribers for the same 
or as the legal representatives, successors, or as- 
signees, of such subscribers, shall become one 
body politic and corporate, in deed, and in law, 
by the name and style of the “Alexandria and 
Leesburg Turnpike Company,” and by the same 
name shall have perpetual succession and all the 
privileges belonging to a corporation; and shall 
be eapable of taking and holding their said cap- 
ital stock and the profits thereof, and of enlarging 
the same by new subscriptions if found necessary 
to fulfil the intent of this act ; and of purchasing, 
taking, and holding, to them and their successors 
and assigns, in fee simple, or for any lesser estate, 
all such lands, tenements, and hereditaments and 
estate, real and personal, as shall be necessary 
and useful in the prosecution of their work ; and 
of suing and being sued, of having a common 
seal, and of doing all and every other matter and 
thing, concerning the subject aforesaid, which a 
corporation or body politic may do. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
said company shall meet on the third Monday in 
March in every year, at such place as shall be 
fixed by their by-laws, for the purpose of choosing 
such officers as aforesaid for the ensuing year, in 
manner aforesaid, and at such other times as they 
shall be summoned by the president and directors 
aforesaid; at which annual or special meetings 
they shall have full power and authority to do 
and perform any act by law allowed and pertain- 
ing to the affairs of said company; and the pres- 
ident and directors for the time being shall hold 
their offices until others shall be appointed in their 
places. And the said corporation shall not be 
deemed to be dissolved by reason of any defect of 
officers, but if it should happen that there should 

, be no president or directors competent to call a 
Meeting of the stockholders, the same may: be 
called: by any stockholder for the purpose of eleet- 
ing such officers, giving thirty days? notice of the 
time and place of such meeting, by advertisements 
ina newspaper printed in the District of Columbia. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
president and directors shall procure printed cer- 
lificates for all the shares of said stock, and shall 
deliver one such certificate, signed by the presi- 
dent, to each person for every share by him or 
her subscribed and held, which certificate shall 
be transferable at his or her pleasure, in person 
or by attorney, in the presence of the president, 


clerk, or treasurer of said company, who shall 
witness the same ; subject, however, to all pay- 
ment due or to grow due thereupon ; and the as- 
signee holding any such certificate, having caused 
the assignment to be entered ina book of the 
company to be kept for that purpose, shall be a 
member of said company; and for every certifi- 
cate by him held shall be entitled to one share in 
the capital stock and estate of said company. And 
if any stockholder, after thirty days’ public notice 
in a newspaper printed in the District of Colum- 
bia, of the time and place appointed for the pay- 
ment of any portion or dividend of the sum sub- 
scribed in said stock, shall neglect to pay the same 
for the space of thirty days after the me so ap- 
pointed, the share or shares on which such de- 
linquency has taken place may be sold at public 
auction, and transferred by them to any person 
or persons willing to purchase for such price as 
can be obtained; or in case any proprietor shall 
fail to pay any instalment whieh shall be duly 
assessed, such instalment, or any part thereof, that 
shall remaia deficient or unpaid, may be recov- 
ered of the person or persons so failing to pay, by 
warrant from a justice of the peace, if the amount 
shall not exceed twenty dollars; and if the sum 
so due shall exceed twenty dollars, the same may 
be recovered by motion, in the name of the said 
company, on ten days’ notice, or by action at law 
in the usual course of judicial proceeding, in any 
court of record in the District of Columbia ; and 
in all instances where the person so failing to 
pay his instalment cannot be found in the said 
district, then recovery shall be had against him 
by such mode of judicial proceeding as is author- 
ized by the laws of the country where such de- 
faulter shall be found ; and in all such warrants, 
motions or actions, the certificate of the clerk, or 
recording officer of the said company, shall be con- 
clusive evidence of the defendants being a mem- 
ber of the company, and prima facie evidence of 
the amount due on' the share or shares held by 
such defendant. i 

Sec. 4, And be it further enacted, That the 
said president and directors shall meet at such 
times and places as shall beagreed upon for trans- 
acting their business; at which meeting any 
three members shall form a quorum, who, in the 
absence of the president, may choose a chairman, 
and shall keep minutes of all their transactions 
fairly entered in a book; and a quorum being 
met, they shall have full power and authority to 
appoint a treasurer and all other officers neces- 
sary and convenient, and agree with and appoint 
all such surveyors, intendants, artists, or other 
agents, as they shall judge necessary to carry on 
the intended works, and to fix their salaries, wages, 
or compensation ; to direct and order the times, - 
manner, and proportions, when and in which the 
stockholders shall pay moneys due on their respec- 
tive shares; to draw orders on the treasurer for 
all moneys due from the said company, and, gen- 
erally, to do and transact all such other. matters, 
acts, and things, as by the by-laws, rules, and reg- 
ulations of said company, shall be required or 
permitted. 
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Sec. 5, And be it further enacted, That upon 
application of the said president and directors of 
the said company, to the circuit court of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, or to the judges thereof out of 
court, the said court, or the Judges, or any two of 
the judges thereof out of court, shall appoint three 
commissioners, not interested in any of the lands 
through which the said road may be laid out, nor 
interested in the stoek of the company hereby 
created, nor in the stock of any other turnpike 
company, who shall each receive from the said 
president, directors, and company, two dollars for 


every day they shall respectively be actually ne-. 


cessarily employed in or about the affairs of the 
said company. And-each of the said commis- 
sioners, before he proceeds to act as such, shall 
take and subscribe an oath, or solemn affirmation, 
in the presence of a justice of the peace, that he 
will well, faithfully and impartially, according to 
the best of his skill and judgment, and without 
unnecessary delay, execute and perform all the 
duties required of him as a commissioner under 
the sixth section of the act of Congress, entitled 
“An act to incorporate a company for making cer- 
tain turnpike roads in the District of Columbia 2 
which oaths or affirmations, so subseribed and cer- 
tified by the justice, in whose presence they shall 
be severally taken and subscribed, shall be filed in 
the office of the clerk of the said circuit court, and 
ensolled among the land records of the county of 
Alexandria. And the said commissioners, or any 
two of them, being qualified as aforesaid, shall, 
upon the request of the said president and direc- 
tors, cause to be surveyed, laid out, and ascer- 
tained, described, and marked, by certain metes and 
bounds, of the aforesaid turnpike road, described 
in the first section of this act, not less than sixty 
feet in breadth, in such routes, tracts or courses, 
for the same respectively, as, in the best of their 
judgment, will combine shortness ofdistance with 
the most convenient ground, and the smallest ex- 
pense of money ; and for this purpose it shall be 
lawful for them, and such agents, assistants, ser- 
vants, or attendants, as they may think proper to 
employ, to enter upon any of the lands through or 
near which the said road may be laid out, having 
first given twenty days’ public notice in some pub- 
lic newspaper, printed in the District of Colum- 
bia, of the time and place of their entering on the 
said business of surveying and laying out each 
road respectively. And if any proprietor of any 
part of the lands through which the said road 
may be laid out, shall require compensation for 
so much of his or her said land as may be occu- 
pied by the said road, or shall elaim damages for 
or on account of the opening or laying out the 
said road through his or her land, and if the said 
president and directors cannot agree with such 
proprietors respecting the same, then the said 
commissioners, at the request of either party, 
shall appoint a day and place to hear and decide 
upon such claim, and the amount of compensa- 
tion and damages which such proprietor shall be 
entitled to receive from the said president, direc- 
tors and company therefor, first giving twenty 
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or attorney in fact, or other legal representative, 
if either shall be within the District of Columbia, 
and if the party so notified shall fail to attend, or 
if the party shall be an infant under age, non 
compos mentis, feme covert, or absent out of the 
District of Columbia, and have no known agent 
or legal representative therein, then the said com- 
missioners may proceed ex parte to hear and de- 
cide the same; and the award of them, or any 
two of them, made in writing, signed by them or 
any two of them, shall by them be returned to 
the office of the clerk of the said court for the 
county of Alexandria, within ten days after such 
hearing, and a copy thereof shall, within ten days 
after such return, be served upon such of the par- 
tiesas areresidentin the District of Columbia ; and 
if such award be not at the session of the said cir- 
cuit court, in the county of Alexandria, next after 
such return of the said award to the clerk’s office, 
be set aside on account of fraud or partiality in 
the said commissioners, or other cause deemed 
sufficient in the opinion of the court, the same 
shall be final and conclusive between. the parties, 
and shall be recorded by the said clerk; and the 
sum so awarded being paid to the said clerk, for 
the use of the person entitled to receive the same, 
the said land, mentioned and described in the said 
award, shall and may be taken and occupied as a 
turnpike road and public highway forever. And 
the said commissioners, upon completing the said 
survey of the said road, shall return a plat and 
certificate of such survey to the said clerk, and 
the same heing accepted by the said court, shall 
be recorded by the said clerk, and thereupon the 
road so laid out shall be taken, used and occupied 
as a turnpike road and publie highway forever; 
and the said president, directors and company 
may thereupon proceed to enter upon the same, 
and shall cause at least twenty-four feet in breadth 
throughout the whole length thereof, to be made 
an artificial road of stone, gravel, or other hard 
substance, of sufficient depth or thickness to se- 
cure a solid and firm road, with a surface as smooth 
as the materials will admit, and so nearly level 
that it shall in no case rise or fall more than an 
angle of four degrees with a horizontal line, and 
the said road shall thereafter be kept in good and 
perfect repair; and wheresoever upon the said 
road any bridge shall be deemed necessary, the 
same shall be built of sound and suitable materials. 
And in case either of the said commissioners 
should die, or refuse to act, or become incapaci- 
tated, or should be removed by the court for mis- 
conduct, the said court may appoint another in 
his place; and when, in the opinion of the said 
president and directors, the said road shall be 
completed to the extent of twenty-four feet in 

breadth, the same shall be examined by the said 

commissioners, or any twoof them; and if in the 

opinion of them, or any two of them, the said 

road should have been completed to the extent of 
at least twenty four feet in breadth, according to 

the meaning of this act, they shall certify the 

same, tothe said circuit court, or the judges thereof 
out of court, and their certificate being accepted 


days’ notice to the adverse party, his or her agent, ! by the said court, or any two judges thereof, and 
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court, to meet at the place where such materials 
may be, on some day, not more than ten days af- 
ter the date of such warrant; and to give the 
other party five days’ notice of the said time and 
place, if such party be found within the District 
of Columbia ; and if any of the said jurors should 
fail to attend at the said time and place, the mar- 
shal may immediately summon talesmen in the 
place of those who are absent, and shall admin- 
ister an oath to the said jurors and talesmen, as 
the case may be, justly and impartially to value 
the said materials, and to assess the damage which 
the owner thereof shall sustain by the taking 
thereof by the said president, direetors and com- 
pany of the Alexandria and Leesburg turnpike 
road; which valuation and assessment of dam- 
ages made by the said jurors, or a majority of 
them, shall be signed by the said marshal and the 
jurors, or so many of them as shall agree thereto, 
and be returned by the marshal to the said clerk 
of the said court for the county of Alexandria, 
to be by him recorded, and shall be conclusive 
between the parties; and a copy thereof shall be 
delivered to each of the parties who may be res- 
ident within the district ; and the sum so award- 
ed and assessed being paid to the said clerk of the 
said court, for the use of the party entitled there- 
to, the said president and directors may proceed 
to take and carry away the said materials so val- 
ued for the purposes aforesaid ; and the said pres- 
ident, directors and company shall pay the said 
marshal five dollars for his services in summon- 
ing and empanneling the said jury and taking and 
returning the said inquest, and two dollars to each 
of the jurors so sworn. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That for 
the purpose of ascertaining the weight that may 
be drawn along the said road in any wagon, cart, 
or other carriage of burden, it shall and may be 
lawful for the said president, managers.and com- 
pany to erect and establish scales and weights at 
or near the gate erected, or to be erected, in pur- 
suanee of this act, as they may think proper; and 
where there may seem reasonable cause to sus- 
pect that any cart, wagon, or other carriage of 
burden carries a greater weight than is, or shall 
be by law allowable, it shall be lawful for the 
toll gatherers, or other persous in their service or 
employment, to prevent the same from passing 
such gate or turnpike, until such cart, wagon, or 
carriage of burden, shall be drawn into the fixed 
or erected scales, at or near any such gate or 
turnpike, and the weight or burden drawn there- 
in ascertained by weighing; and if the person or 
persons driving, or having care or charge of any 
such cart, wagon, or other carriage of burden, 
shall refuse to drive the same into any such scales 
for the purpose aforesaid, the person or persons 
so refusing shall forfeit and pay to the said pres- 
ident, managers, and company, any sum not less 
than five dollars, nor more than eight dollars, to 
be recovered in the manner hereinafter men- 
tioned. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That no 
wagon or other carriage with four wheels, the 
breadth of whose wheels shall not be four inches, 


recorded, the said president and directors shall 
and may thereafter erect and fix one gate and 
turnpike upon and across the said road, to collect 
the tolls hereinafter granted to the said company ; 
and it shall be lawful for them to appoint such 
and so many toll gatherers as they shall deem 
necessary, to collect and receive of and from all 
and every person and persons using the said road, 
the tolls and rates hereinafter mentioned, and to 
stop any person or persons leading or driving any 
horses, mules, cattle, hogs, sheep, sulky, chair, 
:ehaise, phaeton, chariot, coach, cart, wagon, sleigh, 
sled, or any carriage of burden or pleasure, from 
passing through the said gate, until the said tolls 
shall be paid, that is to say: For every score of 
sheep, five cents; for every score of hogs, five 
cents; for every score of cattle, ten cents ; and so 
in proportion for any greater or less number; 
for every horse or mule with a rider, three.cents ; 
for every stage or wagon and two horses, six 
cents ; for either carriage last mentioned, with 
four horses, ten cents; for every led or driven 
horse or mule, one cent; for every sulky, chair, 
chaise, or carriage of pleasure, with two wheels 
and one horse, five cents; for every coach, chariot, 
phaeton, or chaise, with four wheels and two 
horses, nine cents; for any of the said carriages 
last mentioned with four horses, eleven cents ; 
for every other earriage of pleasure, under what- 
ever name it may go, the like sums according to 
the number of wheels and horses, in proportion 
aforesaid; for every sled or sleigh used as a car- 
riage of pleasure, three cents for each horse draw- 
ing the same; for every sled or sleigh used as a 
carriage of burden, two cents for each horse draw- 
ing the same; for every cart or wagon, whose 
wheels do not exceed four inches in breadth, three 
cents for each horse drawing the same; for every 
cart or wagon, whose wheels shall exceed in 
breadth four inches, and not exceed seven inches, 
one and an half cents for every horse drawing the 
same; for every cart or wagon, whose wheels 
shall be more than seven inches in breadth, and 
not more than ten inches, one and a quarter cents 
for every horse drawing the same ; for every cart 
or wagon, the breadth of whose wheels shall be 
more‘than ten inches, and not exceeding twelve 
inches, one cent for every horse drawing the 
same: And that all such carriages as aforesaid 
to be drawa by part oxen, or to be drawn by mules 
in whole or part, two oxen shall be estimated as 
equal to one horse in charging all the 2foresaid 
tolls, and every mule as equal to one horse. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That in all 
cases where stone, gravel, earth or sand shall be 
necessary for making or repairing the said road, 
and the said president, directors and company of 
Alexandria and Leesburg turnpike road cannot 
agree for the same, with the owner thereof, then, 
upon application by the said president and direct- 
ors, or any person authorized by them, toany one 
of the judges of the said district court, he may, if 
he see cause, by warrant under his hand and seal, 
command the marshal of the said district tosum- 
mon a jury of thirteen disinterested persons, qual- 
ified to serve as petit jurors in the said circuit 
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shall be drawn along the said road with a greater 
weight thereon than three tons weight ; that no 
such carriage, the breadth of whose wheels shall 
not be seven inches, or, being six inches or more, 
shall roll at least ten inches, shall be drawn along 
the said road with more than five tons; that no 
such carriage, the breadth of whose wheels shall 
not be ten inches or more, or, being less, shall not 
roll at least twelve inches, shall be drawn along 
the said read with more than eight tons; that 
no cart or carriage, with two wheels, the same 
breadih of wheels as the wagons aforesaid, shall 
be drawn along the said road with more than half 
the burden or weight aforesaid; and if any cart, 
wagon, or carriage of burden whatsoever, shall 
be drawn along the said road with a greater 
weight than is hereby allowed, the owner or 
owners of such carriage, if the excess of burden 
shall be three hundred weight ot upwards, shall 
forfeit and pay four times the customary tolls, for 
the use of the company: Provided always, That 
it shall and may be lawful for the said company 
by their by-laws to alter any or all the regulations 
herein contained, respecting the burdens or car- 
riages to be drawn over the said road, and to sub- 
stitute other regulations, if upon experiment such 
alterations shall be found conducive to the public 
good: Provided nevertheless, That such regula- 
tions shall not lessen the burdens of carriages 
above described. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the 
pcm. and directors of the said company shall 

eep, or cause to be kept, fair and just accounts 
of all moneys to be received by them from the 
said commissioners first herein named, and from. 
the stockholders or subscribers to the said under- 
taking on account of their several subscriptions 
or shares, and of all moneys by them to be ex- 
pended in the prosecution of their said work ; 
and shall once at least in every year submit such 
aecounts toa general meeting of the stockholders, 
unti! the said road shail be completed, and until 
the costs, charges and expenses of effecting the 
same shall be fully liquidated, paid, and dis- 
charged ; and if, upon such liquidation, or when- 
ever the whole capital stock of the said company 
` shall be nearly expended, it shall be found that 
the said capital stock will not be sufficient to 
complete the said road, aecording to the true in- 
tent and meaning of this act, it shall and may be 
lawful for the said stockholders, being convened 
according to the provisions of this act, or their 
by-laws and rules, to increase the amount to be 
paid on the shares from time to time, to such ex- 
tent as shall be necessary to accomplish the work; 
and to demand and receive the increased amount 
so to be required on such shares, in like manner 
and under the like penalties as are hereinbefore 
provided for the original payments, or as shall he 
provided by their by-laws. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the 
said president and directors shall also keep, or 
cause to be kept, just and true accounts of all 
moneys to be received by their several collectors 
of tolls, at ihe turnpike gate on the said road, and 
shall Make and declare a half yearly dividend 
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aforesaid, in some newspaper printed in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and at the time and place when 
and where the same will be paid, and cause to be 
paid the same immediately. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That it 
shall be the duty of the said corporation to keep 
the said road in good repair; and if, in neglect of 
their said duty, the said corporation shall, at any 
time, suffer the said road to be out of repair, so as 
to be unsafe or inconvenient for passengers, the 
said corporation shall be liable to be presented for 
such neglect, before any court of competent juris- 
diction, and upon conviction thereof to pay the 
United States a penalty not exceeding one hundred 
dollars, at the discretion of the court; and shall 
also be responsible for all damages which may 
be sustained by any person or persons, in conse- 
quence of such want of repair, to be recovered 
in an action of trespass on the case, in any court 
competent to try the same: Provided always, and 
it is further enacted, That whenever the net pro- 
ceeds of tolls collected on said road shall amount 
to a sum sufficient to reimburse the capital which 
shall be expended in the purchase of such land 
and making such roads, and twelve per cent. in- 
terest per annum thereon, to be ascertained by the 
circuit court of the United States, in and for the 
District of Columbia, the same shall become a 
free road, and tolls shall be ao longer collected 
thereon; and the said company shall annually 
make returns to said cireuit court of the amount 
of the tolls collected, and of their necessary ex- 
penses, so as to enable said circuit court to deter- 
mine when said tolls shall cease, 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That if 
any person or persons, riding in or driving any 
carriage of any kind, or leading, riding or driving 
any horses, sheep, hogs, or any kind of cattle 
whatever, on said road, shall pass through any 
private gate, bars or fence, or over any private 
way or passage, or pass through any toll gate, 
under any pretended privilege or exemption, to 
whieh he, or she, or they, may not be entitled, or 
do any act or thing, with intent tolessen or evade 
the tolls for passing through the gate established 
under this act, such person or persons, for every 
such offence, shall forfeit, to the said president and 
directors, not less than three nor more than ten 
dollars, to be recovered before any justice of the 
peace, with costs, in the same manner that small 
debts are recoverable: Provided, That it shall not 
be lawful for the company to ask, demand or re- 
ceive from or for persons living on or adjacent to 
the said road, who may have occasion to pass by 
said road, upon the ordinary business relating to 
their farms, so far as the limits of the same may 
extend on the roads, respectively, who shall not 
have any other convenient road or way by which 
they may pass. from one part to another part 
thereof, any toll for passing on said turnpike. 

Approved, July 13, 1813. 


An Act to incorporate a company for making a certain 
turnpike road in the county of Washington, in the 
District of Columbia. 


Be it enacted, $c., That William Marbury, 
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John Hoye, George Johnson, William Steuart, 
William Whann, Washington Bowie, John W. 
Bronaugh, Edgar Patterson, and John Eliason, 
be, and they are hereby appointed, a board of 
commissioners, a majority of whom to constitute 
a quorum, with full powers to receive and enter 
in such book or books as they may deem proper, 
by themselves or their agents, subscriptions for 
raising a capital stock of ten thousand dollars, in 
shares of fifty dollars each, for the purpose of 
opening, gravelling, and improving a road in the 
counties of Washington and Alexandria, in the 
District of Columbia, from the intersection of 
Falls street and Water street, in the town of 
Georgetown, to the boundary line of the District 
of Columbia, in the most direct and practicable 
route towards Leesburg, conforming as nearly as 
shall be found advantageous and convenient to 
the present main road, leading from the said in- 
tersection towards Leesburg, and through the 
counties of Washington and Alexandria afore- 
said: Provided, That no subscription shall be re- 
ceived, unless the sum of five dollars be first paid 
into the hands of such agent or other person as 
the said commissioners may authorize to receive 
it; the times, places, and manner of receiving 
and entering subscriptions shall be prescribed by 
said commissioners, and advertised in such ga- 
zeties.as they may deem expedient; and when- 
ever one hundred shares or more shall be sub- 
scribed, the commissioners, or a majority of them, 
shall give notice in some newspaper, printed in 
the District of Columbia, of a time and place to 
be by them appointed, for the subscribers to pro- 
ceed to organize the corporation, by an election 
of officers; and all persons who may then be, or 
thereafter may becume proprietors of shares in 
the said capital stock, either as subscribers for 
the same, or as the legal representatives, succes- 
sors, or assignees of such subscribers, shall become 
one body politic and corporate in deed and in 
law, by the name and style of the Georgetown 
and Leesburg Turnpike Company, and by the 
same shall have perpetual succession, and all the 
privileges belonging to a corporation; and shall 
be capable of taking and holding their said capi- 
tal stock and the profits thereof, and of enlarging 
the same by new subscriptions, if found necessary 
to fulfil the intent of this act, and of purchasing, 
taking and holding, to them and their successors 
and assigns, in fee simple, or for any lesser estate, 
all such lands, tenements, and hereditaments, and 
estate real and personal, as shall be necessary and 
useful in the prosecution of their work, and of 
suing and being sued, of having a common seal, 
and of doing all and every other matter and thing, 
concerning the subject aforesaid, which a corpo- 
ration or body politic may do. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the | 


said company shall meet on the third Monday in 
March, in every year, at such place as shall be 
fixed by their by-laws, for the purpose of choosing 
such officers as aforesaid for the ensuing year, in 
Manner aforesaid, and at such other times as they 
shall be summoned by the president and directors 
aforesaid; at which annua! or special meetings 


they shall have full power and authority to do 
and perform any act by law allowed, and pertain- 
ing to the affairs of said company ; and the presi- 
dent and directors for the time being shall hold 
| their offices until others shall be appointed in 
their places; and the said corporation shall not 
be deemed to be dissolved hy reason of any de- 
fect of officers, but if it should happen that there 
should be no president or directors competent to 
call a meeting of the stockholders, the.same may 
be called by any stockholder, for the purpose of 
electing such officers, giving thirty days’ notice 
of the time and place of such meeting, by adver- 
tisement, in a newspaper printed in the District 
of Columbia. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
president and directors shall procure printed cer- 
tificates for all the shares of said stock, and shall 
deliver one such certificate, signed bythe presi- 
dent, to each person for every share by him or 
her subscribed and held, which certificates shall 
be transferrable at his or her pleasure in person, 
or by attorney, in the presence of the president, 
clerk, or treasurer of said company, who shall 
witness the same; subject, however, to all pay- 
ment due, or to grow due thereupon; and the 
assignee holding any such certificate, having 
caused the assignment to be entered in a boo 
for the company to be kept for that purpose, and 
having paid the clerk of said company twenty- 
five cents for each certificate contained in such 
assignment, for his services in recording the same, 
shall bea member of said company ; and for every 
certificate by him held shall be entitled to one 
share in the capital stock and estate of said com- 
pany. And if any stockholder, after thirty days’ 
public notice in a newspaper printed in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, of the time and place appointed 
for the payment of any portion or dividend of the 
sum subscribed in said stock, shall neglect to pay 
the same for the space of thirty days after the 
time so appointed, the share or shares on which 
such delinquency has.taken place, may-be sold 
at public auction, and transferred by them to any 
person or persons willing to purehase for such 
price as can be obtained, or in case any proprietor 
Shall fail io pay any instalment which shall be 
duly assessed,such instalments, or any part thereof 
that shall remain deficient or unpaid, may be re- 
covered of the person or persons so failing to pay, 
by warrant from a justice of the peace, if the 
amount shall not exceed twenty dollars, and, if 
the sum so due shall exceed twenty dollars, the 
same be recovered by motion in the name of said 
company, on ten days! notice, or by action at law 
| in the usual course of judicial proceedings, in any 
i court of record in the Distriet of Columbia ; and 
j in all instances where the person so failing to pay 
his instalment cannot be found in the said‘Dis- 
trict, then recovery shall be bad against him by 
such mode of judicial proceeding as is authorized 
by the laws of the country where such defaulter 
shall be found; and in all such warrants, mo- 
tions, or actions, the certificate of the clerk of the 
said company shall be conclusive of the defend- 
ant’s being a member of the company, and prima 
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facie evidence of the amount due on the share or 
shares heid by such defendant. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
said president and directors shall meet at such 
times and places as shall be agreed upon for 
transacting their business; at which meetings 


any three members shall form a quorum, who, in’ 


the absence of the president, may choose a chair- 
man, and shall keep minutes of all their transac- 
tions fairly entered in a book, and a quorum be- 
ing met, they shall have full power and authority 
to appoint a treasurer, and all other officers ne- 
cessary and convenient, and agree with and ap- 
point? all such surveyors, intendants, artists, or 
other agents as they may judge necessary to carry 
on the intended works, and to fix their salaries, 
wages, or compensation; to direct and order the 
times, manner, and proportions, when and in 
which the stockholders shall pay moneys due on 
their respective shares; to draw orders on the 
treasurer for all moneys due from said company ; 
and generally to do and transact all such other 
matters, acts and things, as by the by-laws, rules 
and regulations of said company shall be required 
or permitted. 

Szc. 5. And be it further enacted, That upon 
application of the said president and directors of 
the said company to the circuit court of the Dis- 
triet of Columbia, or to the judges of said court, 
ont of court, the said court or the judges, or any 
two of the judges thereof out of court, shall ap- 
point three commissioners, not interested in any 
of the lands through which the said road may 
be laid out, nor interested in the stock of the 
company hereby created, nor in the occupancy 
of any mills or water works by which the said 
road may pass, who shall receive, each, from the 
said president and directors and company, two 
dollars for every day they shall respectively be 
actually necessarily employed in or about the 
affairs of said company; and each of the said 
commissioners, before he proceeds to act as such, 
shall take and subscribe an oath or solemn affir- 
mation in the presence of a justice of the peace, 
that he will well, faithfully and impartially, ac- 
cording to the best of his skill and judgment, and 
without unnecessary delay, execute and perform 
all the duties required of him as a commissioner, 
under the sixth section of the act of Congress, 
entitled “An act to incorporate a company for 
making certain turnpike roads in the District of 
Columbia ;” which oaths or affirmations, so sub- 
scribed and certified by the justice in whose pres- 
ence they shall be severally taken and subscribed, 
shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the said 
circuit court, and enrolled among the land records 
of the county of Washington; and the said com- 
missioners, or any two of them, being qualified 
as aforesaid, shall, upon the request of the said 
president and directors, cause to be surveyed, laid 
out, and ascertained, described and marked, by 
certain metes and bounds of the aforesaid turn- 
pike road, described in the first section of this 
act, not less than sixty feet in breadth. in such 
routes, tracts or courses for the same respectively, 
as in the best of their judgment will combine 


shortness of distance with the.most convenient 
ground and the smallest expense of money ; and 
for this purpose it shall be lawful for them and 
such agents, assistants, servants, or attendants, as 
they may think proper to employ, to enter upon 
any of the lands through or near which the said 
road may be laid out, having first given twenty 
days' public notice, in some publie newspaper 
printed in the Distriet of Columbia, of the time 
and place of their entering on the said business 
of surveying and laying out each road respect- 
ively: and if any proprietor of any part of the 
lands through which the said road may be laid 
out, shall require compensation for so much of 
his or her said land as may be occüpied by the 
said road, or shall claim damages for or on ac- 
count of the opening or laying out the said road 
through his or her land, and if the said president 
and directors cannot agree with such proprietors 
respecting the same, then the said commissioners, 
at the request of either party, shall appoint a day 
and place to hear and decide upon such claim, 
and the amount of compensation and damages 
which such proprietor shall be entitled ‘to re- 
ceive from the said president, directors, and com- 
pany thereof, first giving twenty days’ notice 
to the adverse party, his or her agent or attorney 
in fact, or other legal representative, if either 
shall be within the District of Columbia; and if 
the party so notified shall fail to attend, or if the 
party shall be an infant under age, non compos 
mentis, feme covert, or absent out of the Distriet 
of Columbia, and have no agent or legal repre- 
sentative therein, then the said commissioners 
may proceed ex parte to hear and decide the 
same; and the award of them, or any two of 
them, made in writing, signed by them or any 
two of them, shall by them be returned to the 
office of the clerk of the said court for the county 
of Washington, within ten days after such hear- 
ing, and a copy thereof shall, within ten days 
after such return, be served upon such of the par- 
ties as are residents in the District of Columbia; 
and if such award be not at the session of the 
said circuit court, in the county of Washington, 
next after such return of the said award to the 
clerk's office, be set aside on account of fraud or 
partiality in the said commissioners, or other 
cause deemed sufficient in the opinion of the 
court, the same shall be final and conclusive be- 
tween the parties, and shall be recorded by the 
said clerk; and the sum so awarded being paid 
to the said clerk for the use of the person entitled 
to receive the same, the said land, mentioned and 
described in the said award, shall and may be 
taken and occupied as a turnpike road and publie 
highway forever. And the said commissioners, 
upon completing the said survey of the said road, 
shall return a plat and certificate of such survey 
to the said clerk, and the same being accepted by 
the said court shall be recorded by the said clerk, 
and thereupon the road so laid out shall be taken, 
used, and occupied, as a turnpike road and public 
highway forever; and the said president, direct- 
ors, and company, may thereupon proceed to 
enter upon the same, and shall cause at least 
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twenty-four feet in breadth, throughout the whole 
length thereof, to be made an artificial road of 
stone, gravel, or other hard substance, of sufficient 
depth or thickness to secure a solid and firm road, 
with the surface as smooth as the materials wiil 
admit, and so nearly level that it shall in no case 
rise or fall more than an angle of four degrees 
with a horizontal line; and the said road shall 
thereafter be kept in good and perfect repair; and 
wheresoever upon the said road any bridge shall 
be deemed necessary, the same shall be built of 
sound and suitable materials. And in case either 
of the said commissioners die or refuse to act, or 
become incapacitated, or shall be removed by the 
court for misconduct, the said court may appoint 
another in his place, and when, in the opinion of 
tlie said president and directors, the said road 
shall be completed to the extent of twenty-four 
feet in breadth, the same shall be examined by 
the said commissioners, or any two of them ; and 
if, in the opinion of them, or any two of them, 
the said road should have been completed to the 
extent of at least twenty-four feet in breadth, 
accordiug to the meaning of this act, they shall 
certify the same to the said court, or the judges 
thereof oüt of court, and their certificate being 
accepted by: the said court or any two judges 
thereof, and recorded, the said president and 
directors shall and may thereafter erect and fix 
one gate and turnpike upon and across the said 
road, to collect the tolls hereinafter granted to 
the said company ; and it shall be lawful for them 
to appoint such and so many toll-gatherers as they 
shall deem necessary, to collect and receive, of and 
from all and every person and persons using the 
said road, the tolls and rates hereinafter men- 
tioned, and to stop any person or persons riding, 
leading, or driving any horses, mules, cattle, 
hogs, sheep, sulky, chair; chaise, phaeton, ehariot, 
coach, eart, wagon, sleigh, sled, or any carriage 
of burden or pleasure, from passing through the 
said gate, until the said tolls shall be paid, that is 
to say: For every score of sheep, five cents; for 
every score of hogs, five cents; for every score 
of cattle, ten cents; and so in proportion for any 
greater or less number; fur every horse or mule 
with a rider, three cents; for every stage or wag- 
on and two horses, six cents; for either carriage 
last mentioned with four horses, ten cents; for 
every led or driven horse or mule, one cent; for 
every sulky, chair, chaise, or carriage of pleasure, 
with two wheels and one horse, five cents; for 
every coach, chariot, phaeton, or chaise, with 
four wheels and two horses, nine cents; for any 
of the said carriages last mentioned, with four 
horses, eleven cents; for every other carriage of 
pleasure, under whatever name it may go, the 
like sums, according [to] the number of wheels 
and horses, in proportion aforesaid; for every 
sled or sleigh used as a carriage of pleasure, three 
cents for each horse drawing the same; for every 
sled or sleigh used as a carriage of burden, two 
cents for each horse drawing the same; for every 
cart or wagon, whose wheels do not exceed four 
inches in breadth, three cents for each horse 
drawing the same; for every cart or wagon 


whose wheels shall exceed in breadth four inches, 
and not exceed seven inches, one and a half cents 
for every horse drawing the same; for every cart 


or wagon, whose wheels shall be more than seven 
inches in breadth, and not more than ten inches, 
one and a quarter cents for every horse drawing 
the same; for every cart or wagon, the breadth 
of whose wheels shall be more than ten inches, 
and not exceeding twelve inches, one cent for 
every horse drawing the same ; and that all such 
carriages as aforesaid to be drawn by oxen, or to 
be drawn by part oxen, or to be drawn by mules 
in whole or part, two oxen shall be estimated as 
equal to one horse, in charging all the aforesaid 
tolls, and every mule as equal to one horse. 

Sec. 6. And be 4t further enacted, That, in 
all cases where stone, gravel, earth, or sand, shall 
be necessary for making or repairing the said road, 
and the said president, directors, and company of 
Georgetown and Leesburg turnpike road cannot 
agree for the same, with the owner thereof, then, 
upon application by the said president and direct- 
ors, or any person authorized by them, to any 
one of the judges of tle said distriet court, he 
may, if he see cause, by warrant, under his hand 
and seal, command the marshal of the said dis- 
triet to summon a jury of thirteen disinterested 
persons, qualified to serve as petit jurors, in the 
said circuit court, to meet at the place where 
such materials may be, on some day, not more 
than ten days after the date of such warrant, and 
to give the other party five days! notice of the 
said time and place, if such party be found within 
the Distriet of Columbia; and if any one of the 
said jurors should fail to attend at the same time 
and place, the marshal may immediately summon 
talesmen in the place of those who are absent, 
and shall administer an oath to the said jurors 
and talesmen, as the case may be, justly and im- 
partially to value the said materials and to assess 
the damage which the owner thereof shall sustain, 
by the taking thereof by the said. president and 
directors and company of the Georgetown and 
Leesburg turnpike road; which valuation and 
assessment of damages, made by the said jurors, 
or a majority of them, shall be signed by the said 
marshal and the jurors, or so many of them as 
shall agree thereto, and be returned by tbe mar- 
shal to the said clerk of the said court for tlie 
county of Washington, to be by him recorded, 
and shall be conclusive between the parties, and 
a copy thereof shall be delivered to each of the 
parties who may be resident in the District of 
Columbia; and the sum so awarded and assessed 
being paid to the said clerk of the said court, for 
the use of the party entitled thereto, the said 
president and directors may proceed to take and 
carry away the said materials so valued, for the 
purposes aforesaid ; and the said president, direct- 
ors, and company, shall pay the said marshal five 
dollars for his services in summoning and em- 
pannelling the said jury, and taking and return- 
ing said inquest, and two dollars to each of the 
jurors so sworn, 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That, for 
the purpose of ascertaining the weight that may 
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be drawn along the said road, in any wagon, cart, 
or other carriage of burden, it shall and may be 
lawful for the said president, directors, and com- 
pany, to erect and establish scales and weights, at 
or near the gate erected, or to be erected, in pursu- 
ance of this act, as they may think proper; and 
where there may seem reasonable cause to sus- 
pect that any cart, wagon, or other carriage of 
burden, carrtes a greater weight than is or shall 
be by law allowable, it shall be lawful for the toll 
gatherers, or other persons in their service or em- 
ployment, to prevent the same from passing such 
gate or turnpike, until such cart, wagon, or car- 
riage of burden, shall be drawn into the fixed or 
erected scales, at or near any such gate or turn- 
pike, and the weight or burden drawn therein 
ascertained by weighing; and if the person or 
persons driving or having care or charge of any 
such cart, wagon, or other carriage of burden, 
shall refuse to drive the same into any such scales 
for the purpose aforesaid, the person or persons 
so refusing shall forfeit and pay the said president, 
directors, and company, any sum not less than 
five dollars, nor more than eight dollars, to be 
recovered in the manner hereinafter mentioned. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That no 
wagon or other carriage with four wheels, the 
breadth of whose wheels shall not be four inches, 
shall be drawn along the said road with a greater 
weight thereon than three tons weight; that no 
such earriage, the breadth of whose wheels shall 
not be seven inches, or, being six inches or more, 
shall roll at least ten inches, shall be drawn along 
the said road with more than five tons; that no 
such carriage, the breadth of whose wheels shall 
not be ten inches or more, or, being less, shall not 
roll at least twelve inches, shall be drawn along 
the said road with more than eight tons; that no 
cart or carriage, with two wheels, the same 
breadth of wheels as the wagons aforesaid, shall 
be drawn along the said road with more than 
half the burden of weight aforesaid; and if any 
cart, wagon, or carriage of burden whatever, 
shall be drawn along the said road with a greater 
weight than is hereby allowed, the owner or 
owners of such carriage, if the excess of burden 
shall be three hundred weight or upwards, shall 
forfeit and pay four times the customary tolls, 
for the use of the company: Provided always, 
That it shall and may be lawful for the said 
company by their by-laws to alter any or all the 
regulations herein contained, respecting the bur- 
dens or carriages to be drawn over the said road, 
and to substitute other regulations, if, upon ex- 
periment, such alterations shall be found condu- 
cive to the public good: Provided nevertheless, 
That such regulations shall not lessen the bur- 
dens of carriages above described. 

Sue. 9. And be it further enacted, That the 
president and directors of the said company shall 
keep, or cause to be kept, fair and just accounts 
of all moneys to be received by them from the 
said commissioners first herein named, and from 
the stockholders or subscribers to the said under- 
taking, on account of their several subscriptions 
or shares, and of all moneys by them to be expend- 


ed in the prosecution of their said work, and shall 
once at least in every year submit such accounts 
to a general meeting of the stockholders, until 
the said road shall be completed, and until the 
costs, charges, and expenses of effecting the same, 
shall be fully liquidated, paid, and discharged; 
and if, upon such liquidation, or whenever the 
whole capital stock of the said company shall be 
nearly expended, it shall be foun 
capital stock will not be sufficient to complete the 
said road, according to the true intent and mean- 


that the said 


ing of this act, it shall and may be lawful for the 
said stockholders, being convened according to 
the provisions of this act, or their by-laws and 
rules, to increase the amount to be paid-on the 
shares from time to time, to such -extent as shall 
be necessary to accomplish the work, and to de- 
mand and receive the increased amount so to be 
required on such shares, in like manner and under 
the like penalties as are hereinbefore: provided for 
the original payments, or as shall be provided by 
their by-laws. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the 
president and directors shall also keep, or cause 
to be kept, just and true accounts of all moneys 
to be received by their collectors of tolls at the 
turnpike gate on the said road, and shall make 
and declare a half yearly dividend aforesaid, in 


some newspaper printed in the District of Colum- 


bia, and at,the time and place when and where 
the same will be paid, and cause the same to be 
aid immediately. 

Sc. 11. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the said corporation to keep the 
said road in good repair, and if, by neglect of their 
said duty, the said corporation shall at any time 
suffer the said road to be out of repair, so as to 
be unsafe or inconvenient for passengers, the said 
corporation shall be liable to be presented, for such 
neglect, before any court of competent jurisdic- 
tion, and, upon conviction thereof, to pay the. 
United States a penalty not exceeding one hun- 
dred dollars, at the discretion of court; and shall 
also be responsible for all damages which may 
be sustained by any person or persons, in conse- 


quence of such want of repair, to be recovered in 


an action of trespass on the case, in any court 
competent to try the same; Provided always, 
and it is further enacted, That whenever the net 
proceeds of tolls, collected on said rozd, shall 
amount to a sum sufficient to reimburse the capi- 
tal which shall be expended in the purchase of 
such land and making such roads, and twelve 
per cent. interest per annum thereon, to be ascer- 
tained by the circuit court of the United States, 
in and for the District of Columbia, the same 
shall become a free road, and tolls shall be no 
longer collected thereon; and the said company 
shall annually make returns to said circuit court, 
of the amount of tolls coilected, and of their ne- 
cessary expenses, so as to enable said circuit court 
to determine when said tolls shall cease. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That if 
any person or persons riding in or driving any 
carriage of any kind, or leading, riding, or driving, 
any horses, sheep, hogs, or any kind of cattle. 


2699 


APPENDIX. 


2700 


Public Acts of Congress. 


whatever, on said road, shall pass through any 
private gate, bars, or fence, or over any private 
way or passage, or pass through any toll gate, 
under any pretended privilege or exemption to 
which he, she, or they, may not be entitled, or 
do any act or thing with intent to lessen or evade 
the tolls for passing through the gate established 
under this act, such person or persons, for every 
such offence, shall forfeit to the president and 
directors not“less than three, nor more then ten 
dollars, to be recovered before any justice of the 
peace, with costs, in the same manner that small 
debts are recoverable: Provided, That it shall 
not be lawful for the company to ask, demand, or 
receive, from or for persons living on or adjacent 
to the said road, who may have occasion to pass 
by said road upon the ordinary business relating 
to their farms, so far as the same may in its limits 
extend on the roads respectively, who shall not 
have any other convenient road or way by which 
they may pass from one part to another part 
thereof, any toll for passing on said turnpike. 
Approved, July 13, 1813. 


An Act providing for the further defence of the ports 
and harbors of the United States. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the President be and 
he is hereby authorized, whenever the same shall 
be deemed necessary for the defence and security 
of any of the ports and harbors of the United 
States, to cause to be hired or purchased, hulks, 
or other means of impediment to the entrance of 
the ships or vessels of the enemy, to be sunk with 
the consent of the proper authority of the State 
in which such port or harbor may be, and the 
same to be removed, whenever in his opinion it 
may be done with safety to such ports or harbors. 

‘SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That, to de- 
fray any epense which may be incurred under 
this aet, thé'sum of two hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars be and' the same is hereby apppro- 
priated, to be paid out of any moneys in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Approved, July 16, 1813. 


An Act concerning suits and costs in courts of the 
United States. 

Be it enacted, §c., That, whenever there shall 

be several actions or processes against persons 

who might legally be joined in one action or pro- 


cess, touchifg any demand or matter in dispute | 


before a court of the United States, or of the Ter- 
ritories thereof, if judgment be given for the party 
pursuing the same, such party shall not thereon 
recover the costs of more than one action or pro- 
cess, unless special cause for several actions or 
processes shall be satisfactorily shown on motion 
in open court. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That when- 
ever proceedings shall be had on several libels 
against any vessel and cargo which might legally 
be joined in one libel before a courtof the United 
States, or of the Territories thereof, there shall 
not be allowed thereon more costs than on one 
libel, unless special cause for libelling the vessel 


and cargo severally shail be satisfactorily shown 
as aforesaid. And, in proceedings on several 
libels or informations against any cargo or parts 
of cargo or merchandise seized as forfeited for 
the same cause, there shall not be allowed by the 
court more costs than would be lawful on one 
libel or information, whatever may be the number 
of owners or consignees therein concerned; but 
allowance may be made on one libel or informa- 
tion for the costs incidental to several claims: 
Provided, That in case of a claim of any vessel 
or other property seized on behalf of the United 
States and libelled or informed against as for- 
feited under any of the laws thereof, if judgment 
shall pass in favor of the claimant, he shall be 
entitled to the same upon paying only his own 
costs. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That when- 
ever causes of like nature, or relative to the same 
question, shall be pending before a court of the 
United States, or of the Territories thereof, it 
shall be lawful for the court to make such orders 
and rules concerning proceedings therein as may 
be conformable to the principles and usages be- 
longing to courts for avoiding unnecessary costs 
or delay in the administration of justice, and ac- 
cordingly causes may be consolidated as to the 
court shall appear reasonable. And if any attot- 
ney, proctor, or other person admitted to manage 
and conduct causes in a court of the United States 
or of the Territories thereof, shall appear to have 
multiplied the proceedings in any cause before 
the court, so as to increase costs unreasonably and 
vexatiously, such person may be required by or- 
der of court to satisfy any excess of costs so in- 
curred. 

Approved, July 22, 1813. 


An Act for the remission of certain duties to the Penn- 
sylvania Academy of Fine Arts. 

Be it enacted, §c., That all duties due and 
payable to the United States on a large box of 
paintings and engravings, owned by the Pennsyl- 
vania Academy of the Fine Arts, imported from 
Halifax to Boston in the year eighteen hundred 
and twelve, on board the cartel ship Agnes, be 


| and the same are hereby remitted. , 


Approved, July 22, 1813. 


An Act for the assessment and collection of direct. 
taxes and internal duties. 


Be it enacted, §c., That, for the purpose of as- 
sessing and collecting direct taxes and internal 
duties, there shall be and are hereby designated 
and established the following collection districts, 
to wit: 

The State of New Hampshire shall contain 
five collection districts, as follow: The first dis- 
trict shall consist of the county of Rockingham; 
the second, of the county of Strafford; the third, 
of the county of Hillsborough ; the fourth, of the 
county of Cheshire; and the fifth of the counties 
of Grafton and Coos. 

The State of Massachusetts shall contain eight- 
een collection districts, as follow: The first dis- 
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trict shall consist of the county of Washington; 
the second, of the county of Hancock; the third, 
of the county of Lincoln ; the fourth, of the coun- 
ty of Kennebec; the fifth, of the county of Som- 
erset; the sixth, of the eounty of Oxford; the 
seventh, of the county of Cumberland ; the eighth, 
of the county of York; the ninth, of the county 
of Essex; the tenth, of the county of Middlesex ; 
the eleventh, of the county of Suffolk ; the twelfth, 
of the county of Norfolk; the thirteenth, of the 
county of Plymouth; the fourteenth, of the coun- 
ty of Bristol; the fifteenth, of the counties of 
Barnstable, Dukes, and Nantucket ; the sixteenth, 
of the county of Worcester; the seventeenth, of 
the counties of Hampshire, Franklin, and Hamp- 
den; and the eighteenth of the county of Berk- 
shire. 

The State of Vermont shall contain six collec- 
tion districts, as follow: The first shall consist of 
the counties of Bennington and Rutland; the 
second, of the county of Windham; the third, of 
the counties of Windsor and Orange ; the fourth, 
of the counties of Addison and Chittenden; the 
fifth, of the counties of Frahklin and Grand Isle; 
and the sixth of the counties of Caledonia, Essex, 
and Orleans. 

The aforesaid counties, comprised in the said 
districts contained in the State of Vermont, shall 
be taken to comprehend such territory as was in- 
cluded in the said counties, respectively, prior to 
ae formation of the county of Jefferson in said 

tate. 

The State of Rhode Island shall-contain three 
collection districts,as follow: The first shail con- 
sist of the counties of Newport and Bristol; the 
second, of the county of Providence; and the third 
of the counties of Washington and Kent. 

The State of Connecticut shall contain seven 
collection districts, as follow: The first shall con- 
sist of the county of Litchfield ; the second, of the 
county of Fairfield; the third, of the county of 
New Haven; the fourth, of the county of Har- 
ford; the fifth, of the county of New London; 
the sixth, of the county of Middlesex; and the 
seventh of the counties of Windham and Tolland. 

The State of New York shall contain twenty- 
eight collection districts, as follow: The first 
shall consist of the counties of Suffolk, Queens, 
and Kings; the second, of the city and county of 
New York; the third, of the county of Westches- 
ter; the fourth, of Duchess county; the fifth, of 
the counties of Orange and Rockland; the sixth, 
of the counties of Ulster and Sullivan; the sev- 
enth, of the county of Schoharie; the eighth, of 
the county of Columbia ; the ninth, of the county 
of Rensselaer; the tenth, of the county of Wash- 
ington; the eleventh, of the county of Saratoga; 
the twelfth, of the counties of Essex, Clinton, and 
Franklin; the thirteenth, of the counties of Al- 
bany and Schenectady; the fourteenth, of the 
county of Montgomery; the fifteenth, of the coun- 
ty of Herkimer; the sixteenth, of the county of 
Oneida ; the seventeenth, of the counties of Lewis, 
Jefferson, and St. Lawrence; the eighteenth, of 
the county of Otsego; the nineteenth, of the 
county of Chenango ; the twentieth, of the county 


of Madison; the twenty-first, of the counties: of 
Tioga, Broome, and Steuben ; the twenty-second; 
of the counties of Onandago and Cortland; the 
twenty-third of the counties of Cayuga and Sen- 
eca ; the twenty-fourth, of the county of Ontario; 
the twenty-fifth, of the counties of Genesee, Ni- 
agara, Chautaque, Cataraugus, and Alleghany; the 
twenty-sixth, of the county of Richmond; the 
twenty-seventh, of the county of Greene; and the 
twenty-eighth of the county of Delaware. 

The State of New Jersey shall contain six col- 
lection districts, as follow: The first shall consist 
of the counties of Bergen and Essex; the second, 
of the counties of Sussex and Morris; the third, 
of the counties of Somerset and Hunterdon; the 
fourth, of the counties of Middlesex and Mon- 
mouth; the fifth, of the counties of Burlington 
and Gloucester; and the sixth of the counties of 
Salem, Cumberland, and Cape May. ` 

The State of Pennsylvania shall contain tweħ: 
ty-three collection districts, as follow: The first 
shall consist of the city of Philadelphia; the 
second, of the county of Philadelphia; the third, 
of the counties of Chester and Delaware; the 
fourth, of the county of Montgomery ; the fifth, 
of the county of Bucks; the sixth, of the county 
of Lancaster; the seventh, of the counties of York 
and Adams; the eighth, of the counties of North- 
ampton and Wayne; the ninth, of the county of 
Berks; the tenth, of the county of Dauphin; the 
eleventh, of the counties of Cumberland and 
Franklin ; the twelfth, of the county of Northum- 
berland ; the thirteenth, of the counties of Mifflin 
and Huntingdon; the fourteenth, of the counties 
of Bedford, Somerset, and Cambria ; the fifteenth, 
of the counties of Fayette and Greene; the six- 
teenth, of the county of Washington ; the seven- 
teenth, of the counties of Alleghany and Arm- 
strong; the eighteenth, of the counties of West- 
moreland and Indiana; the nineteenth, of the 
counties of Centre, Clearfield, Potter, Jefferson 
and McKean; the twentieth, of the county of 
Luzerne, having the same limits as it had before 
the counties of Susquehannah and Bradford were 
laid off; the twenty-first, of the counties of Ly- 
coming and Tioga, the same having the limits as 
it had before the county of Bradford was laid 
off; the twenty-second, of the counties of Mer- 
cer, Butler, and Beaver; and the twenty-third. of 
the counties of Crawford, Venango, Hrie, and 
Warren. 

The State of Delaware shall contain three col- 
lection districts, as follow: The first shall con- 
sist of the county of Newcastle; the second, of 
the county of Kent; and the third, of the county 
of Sussex. 

The State of Maryland shall contain nine col- 
lection districts, as follow: ‘The first shall consist 
of the counties of Somerset, Worcester, and Dor- 
chester; the second, of the counties of Talbot, 
Queen Anne, and Caroline; the third, of the 
counties of Kent, Cecil,and Harford; the fourth, 
of the city and county of Baltimore ; the fifth, of 
the counties of Anne Arundel and Prince George; 
the sixth, of the counties of Calvert, St. Mary's, 
and Charles; the seventh, of the counties of 
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; the eighth, of the 


Montgomery and Frederick 
d the ninth, of the 


county of. Washington; an 
county of Allegany. . ] 
The State of Virginia shall contain twenty-six 
collection districts, as follow : The first shall con- 
sist of the counties of Lee, Russell, Washington, 
Wythe, and Grayson; the second of the counties 
of Montgomery, Tazewell, Giles, Monroe, and 
Botetourt: the third of the counties of Greenbri- 
ar, Kanhawa, Cabell, and Mason; the fourth, of 
the counties of Harrison, Wood, and Randolph; 
the fifth, of the counties of Monongalia, Ohio, and 
Brooke; the sixth, of the counties of Bath, Pen- 
dleton, Hardy, and Hampshire; the seventh, of 
the counties of Rockbridge and Augusta; the 
eighth, of the counties of Rockingham and Shen- 
andoah ; the ninth, of the counties of Frederick, 
Berkley, and Jefferson ; the tenth, of the counties 
of Bedford, Patrick, Henry, and Franklin; the 
eleventh, of the counties of Campbell, Charlotte, 
‘Pittsylvania, and Halifax; the twelfth, of the 
counties of Mecklinburg, Lunenburg, Brunswick, 
and Nottaway ; the thirteenth, of the counties of 
Prince Edward, Buckingham, Cumberland, and 
Amelia; the fourteenth, of the counties of Pow- 
hatan,Chesterfield, Dinwiddie,and Prince George; 
the fifteenth, of the counties of Greensville, Sus- 
sex, Southampton, and Surry; the sixteenth, of 
the counties of the Isle of Wight, Nansemond 
Norfolk, and Princess Anne; the seventeenth, of 
the counties of Elizabeth City, Warwick, York, 
James City, and New Kent; the eighteenth, of 
the counties of Charles City, Henrico, Gooch- 
land, and Hanover; the nineteenth, of the coun- 
ties of Amherst, Nelson, Albemarle, and Fluvan- 
nah; the twentieth, of the counties of Orange, 
Madison, and Culpepper; the twenty-first, of the 
counties of Fauquier, Prince William, and Stan- 
ford ; the twenty-second, of the counties of Lou- 
don and Fairfax ; the twenty-third, of the counties 
of Spottsylvania, Louisa, and Caroline; the twen- 
ty-fourth, of the counties of King George, West- 
moreland, Richmond, Northumberland, and Lan- 
caster; the twenty-fifth, of the counties of King 
William, King and Queen, Essex, Middlesex, 
Gloucester, and Matthews; and the twenty-sixth, 
of the counties of Accomack and Northampton. 
The State of North Carolina shall contain 
thirteen collection districts, as follow: The first 
shall consist of the counties of Currituck, Cam- 
den, Pasquotank, Perquimans, Gates, Chowan, 
and Hertford; the second, of the counties of Ber- 
tie, Martin, Northampton, and Hal 
of the counties of Washington, Tyrrel, Hyde, 
Pitt, Edgecombe, 
the counties of Green, Craven, 
Lenoir, 
counties of Warren, Franklin, Nash, and Graa- 
ville ; the sixth, of the counties of Onslow, New 
Hanover, Duplin, Sampson, Brunswick, Bladen, 
and Columbus; the seventh, of the counties of 
Cumberland, Robertson, Montgomery, Richmond, 
Anson, and Moore; the eighth of the counties of 
Wake, Orange, and Person; the ninth, of the 
counties of Rockingham, Caswell, Guilford, and 
Stokes; the tenth, of the counties of Rowan, Ran- 


Carteret, Jones, 


and Beaufort; the fourth, of | of Georgetown, 


Johnston, and Wayne; the fifth, of the} 


dolph, and Chatham ; the eleventh, of the coun- 
ties of Lincoln, Mecklenburg, and Cabarras ; the 
twelfth, of the counties of Buncomb, Hay wood, 
Burke, and Rutherford, the thirteenth, of the 
counties of Surry, Wilkes, Iredell, and Ashe. 
The State of Ohio shall contain nine collection 
districts, as follow: The first shail consist of the 
counties of Hamilton, Butler, Warren, Clinton, 
and Clermont; the second, of the counties of 
Greene, Montgomery, Preble, Miami, and Cham- 
paigne; the third, of the counties of Pickaway, 
Franklin, Madison, Delaware, Knox, Licking,and 
Fairfield; the fourth, of the counties of Ross, 
Athens, Gallia, Sciota, Adams, Highland, and 
| Fayette; the fifth, of the counties of Washing- 
ton, Muskingum, Tuscarawas, and Guernsey ; 
the sixth, of the counties of Belmont and Jeffer- 
son; the seventh, of the counties of Columbiana 
and Starke; the eighth, of the counties of Trum- 
bull and Ashtabula; the ninth, of the counties of 
Geauga, Cayahoga, and Portage. 

The State of Kentucky shall contain ten col- 
lection districts, as follow: The first district shall 
consist of the counties of Clark, Estill, Montgom- 
ery, Bath, Fleming, Greenup, and Floyd; the 
second, of the counties of Fayette, Jessamine, 
and Woodford; the third, of the counties of Scott, 
Harrison, Pendleton, Campbell, Boone, Gallatin, 
and Franklin; the fourth, of the counties of Bour- 
bon, Nicholas, Bracken, Mason, and Lewis; the 
fifth, of the counties of Livingston, Caldwell, 
Christian, Breckenridge, Ohio, Grayson, Muhlen- 
burg, Henderson, Hopkins, and Union ; the sixth, 
of the counties of Barron, Warren, Logan, But- 
ler, and Cumberland ; the seventh, of the coun- 
ties of Mercer, Garrard, Madison, and Clay ; the 
eighth, of the counties of Bullitt, Jefferson, Hen- 
ry, and Shelby ; the ninth, of the counties of Lin- 
coln, Rockcastle, Knox, Pulaski, Wayne, Adair, 
and Casey ; and the tenth, of the counties of Har- 
din, Nelson, Washington, and Green. : 

The State of South Carolina shall consist of 
nine collection districts, as follow: The first shall 
consist of the district of Charleston; the second, 
of the districts of Colleton and Beaufort; the 
third, of the districts of Barnwell, Orangeburg, 
Lexington, and Richmond; the fourth, of the 
districts of Edgefield and Abbeville; the fifth, of 
the districts of Pendleton and Greenville; the 
! sixth, of the districts of Laurens, Newberry, and 
| antes the seventh, of the districts of Spar- 

ianburg, Union, York, and Chester; the eighth, 


ifax ; the third, | of the districts of Lancaster, Sumpter, Kershaw, 


and Chesterfield ; and the ninth, of the districts 
Horry, Marion, Marlborough, 
Darlington, and Williamsburgh. 

The State of Tennessee shall contain six col- 
lection districts,as follow: The first shall consist 
of the counties of Washington, Sullivan, Green, 
Hawkins, and Carter; the second, of the counties 
of Claiborne, Granger, Jefferson, Knox, Cocke, 
Sevier, and Blount; the third, of the counties of 
Anderson, Campbell, Roan, Bledsoe, Rhea, Over- 
ton, White, Warren, and Franklin; the fourth, 
of the counties of Smith, Jackson, Sumner, and 
Wilson; the fifth, of the counties of Davidson 
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Williamson, Rutherford, Bedford, and Lincoln; 
and the sixth, of the counties of Maury, Giles, 
Hickman, Humphreys, Stewart, Dixon, Mont- 
gomery, and Robertson. 

The State of Georgia shall contain six collec- 
tion districts, as follow: The first shall consist of 
the counties of Chatham, Bryan, Liberty, McIn- 
tosh, Glynn, Camden, Wayne, Effingham, Bal- 
lock, and Tatnall; the second, of the counties of 
Scriven, Burke, Richmond, Jefferson, Washing- 
ton, and Montgomery; the third, of the counties 
of Columbia, Warren, Hancock, and Greene ; the 
fourth, of the counties of Lincoln, Wilkes, Elbert, 
and Franklin; the fifth, of the counties of Ogle- 
thorpe, Jackson, Clark, and Morgan; and the 
sixth, of the counties of Laurens, Pulaski, Wilk- 
inson, Telfair, Twiggs, Baldwin, Jones, Putnam, 
and Jasper, formerly called Randolph. 

And the State of Louisiana shall contain four 
collection districts, as follow: The first shall con- 
sist of the counties of Concordia, Ouachitta, Na- 
chitoches, and Rapides; the second, of the coun- 
ties of Lefourche, Opelousas, and Attakapas; the 
third, of the counties of Orleans, German Coast, 
Acadia, Iberville, and Point Coupee; and the 
fourth, of the parishes of Feliciana, East Baton 
Rouge, Saint Helena, and Saint Tammany. 

The several counties and districts heretofore 
enumerated shall be held, in reference to this act, 
to be such, and with the same boundaries as they 
had at the time of taking the third census or enu- 
meration of the people of the United States; and 
where any new county or district shall have been; 
or hereafter may be, formed within any State, out 
of any one or more of the counties or, districts 
composing any one of the said collection districts, 
such new county or district shall be considered 
as part of such collection district; and if such 
new county shall have been or hereafter shall be 
formed out of the counties lying in different col- 
lection districts, then the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury shall determine to which of such collection 
districts it shall belong. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That one 
collector and one principal assessor shall be ap- 
pointed for each of the said collection districts, 
who shall be a respectable freeholder and reside 
within the same; and if the appointment of the 
said collectors, or any of them, shall not be made 
during the present session of Congress, the Presi- 
dent of the United States shall be and is hereby 
empowered to make such appointments during 
the recess of the Senate, by granting commis- 
sions, which shall expire at the end of their next 
session. 

Sec 3. And be it further enacted, That each 
of the principal assessors shall divide his district 
into a convenient number of assessment districts, 
within each of which he shall appoint one re- 
spectable freeholder to be assistant assessor: Pro- 
vided, That the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
be, and hereby is, authorized to reduce the num- 
ber of assessment districts in any collection dis- 
trict in any State, if the number shall appear to 
him to be too great; and each assessor so ap- 
pointed, and accepting the appointment, shall, be- 


fore he enters on the duties of his appointment, 
take and subscribe, before some competent magis- 
trate, or some collector to be appointed by this 
act, (who is hereby empowered to administer the 
same,) the fullowing oath or affirmation, to wit : 
“I, A B, do swear or affirm (as the case may be) 
that I will, to the best of my knowledge, skill, 
and judgment, diligently and faithfully execute 
the office and duties of assessor for (naming the 
assessment district) without favor or partiality, 
and that I will do equal right and justice, in 
every case ia which I shall act as assessor.” And 
a certificate of such oath or affirmation shall be 
delivered to the collector of the district for which 
such assessor shall be appointed; and every as- 
sessor acting in the said office, without having 
taken the said oath or affirmation, shall forfeit 
and pay one hundred dollars, one moiety to the 
use of the United States, and the other to him 
who shall first sue for the same, to be recovered 
with costs of suit, in any court having compe- 
tent jurisdiction. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall establish regula- 
tions suitable and necessary for carrying this act 
into effect; which regulations shall be binding on 
each assessor in the performance of the duties 
enjoined by or under this act; and also frame in- 
structions for the said assessors, pursuant to which 
instructions, and whenever a direct tax shall be 
laid by the authority of the United States, the 
said principal assessors shall, respectively, on such 
day as may be fixed by law laying such a tax, di- 
rect and cause the several assistant assessors in 
the district, to inquire after and concerning all 
lands, lots of ground with their improvements, 
dwelling-houses, and slaves, made liable to taxa- 
tion, under any direct tax so laid by the authority 
of the United States, by reference as well to any 
lists of assessment or collection taken under the 
laws of the respective States, as to any other 
records or documents, and by all other lawful 
ways and means, and to value and enumerate 
the said objects of taxation in the manner pre- 
scribed by this act, and in conformity with the 
regulations and instructions above mentioned. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That when- 
ever a direct tax shall be laid by authority of the 
United States, the same shall be assessed and laid 
on the value of all lands, lots of ground with 
their improvements, dwelling-houses, and slaves, 
which several articles subject to taxation, shall 
be enumerated and valued by the respective as- 
sessors, at the rate each of them is worth in mo- 
ney: Provided, however, That all property of 
whatever kind, coming within any of the. fore- 
going descriptions, and belonging to the United 
States or any State, or permanently or specially 
exempted from taxation by the laws of the State 
wherein the same may be situated, shall be ex- 
empted from the aforesaid enumeration and valu- 
ation, and from the direct tax aforesaid. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the 
respective assistant assessors shall, immediately 
after being required, as aforesaid by the principal 
assessor, proceed through every part of their ree 
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such manner as may be directed by the principal 
assessor, and as far as practicable, conformably to 
those which may be required for the same pur- 
pose, under the authority of the respective States. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person, as aforesaid, shall not be prepared to ex- 
hibit a written list when required, and shall con- 
sent to disclose the particulars of any and all the 
lands, lots of ground, with their improvements, 
dwelling-houses, and slaves, taxable as aforesaid, 
then, and in such case, it shall be the duty of 
the officer to make such list, which being dis- 
tinetly read and consented to, shall be received as 
the list of such person. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That if any 
such person shall deliver or disclose to any as- 
sessor appointed in pursuance of this act, and 
requiring a list or lists, as aforesaid, any false or 
fraudulent list, with intent to defeat or evade the 
valuation or enumeration hereby intended to be 
made, such person so offending, and being there- 
of convieted, before any court having competent 
jurisdiction, shall be fined in a sum not exceeding 
five hundred dollars, nor less than one hundred 
dollars; at the discretion of the court, and shall 
pay all costs and charges of prosecution ; and the 
valuation and enumeration required by this act, 
shall, in all such cases, be made, as aforesaid, up- 
on lists, according to the form above described, to 
be made out by the assessors respectively, which 
lists the said assessors are hereby authorized and 
required to: make, according to the best informa- 
tion they can obtain, and for the purpose of ma- 
king which they are hereby authorized to enter 
into and upon, all and singular, thé premises, re- 
spectively ; and from the valuation and enumer- 
ation so made there shall be no appeal. 

Sec 9. And be it further enacted, That in case 
any person shall be absent from his place of resi- 
dence, at the time an assessor shall call to receive 
the list of such person, it shall be the duty of 
such assessor to leave, at the house or place of 
residence of such person, a written note or mem- 
orandum, requiring him to present to such as- 
sessor the list or lists required by this act, within 
ten days from the date of such note or memo- 
randum. 

SEC. 10. And be it. further enacted. That if any 
person on being notified or required, as aforesaid, 
shall refuse or neglect to give such list or lists as 
aforesaid, within the time required by this act, it 
shall be the duty of the assessor for the assess- 
ment district, within which such person shall re- 
side, and he is hereby authorized and reqvired 
to enter into and upon the lands, dwelling-houses, 
and premises, if it be necessary, of such person 
so refusing or neglecting, and to make, according 
to the best information which he can obtain, and 
on his own view and information, such lists of 


the lands, lots of ground with their improve- 
ménts, dwelling-houses, and slaves, owned, pos- 
sessed, or under the care or management of such 
person, as are required by this act ; which lists, 
so made and subscribed by such assessor, shall be 
taken and reputed as good and sufficient lists of 
thé persons and property for which such person 
is to be taxed for the purposes of this act; and 
the person so failing or neglecting, unless in case 
of sickness or absence from home, shall, more- 
over, forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred 
dollars, to be recovered for the use of thé United 
States, with costs of suit, in any court having 
competent jurisdiction. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That whén- 
ever there shall be in any assessment district, any 
property, lands, lots of ground, dwelling-houses, 
or slaves, not owned or possessed by, or under the 
care or management of, any person or persons 
within such district, and liable to be taxed’ as 
aforesaid, and no list of which shall be transmit- 
ted to the principal assessor in the manner pro- 
vided by this act, it shall be the duty of the as- 
sessor for such a district, and he is hereby author- 
ized and required, to enter into and upon the real 
estate, if it be necessary, and take such view 
thereof, and of thé slaves of such absent persons, 
of which lists arë required, and to make lists of 
the same according to the form prescribed by this 
act, which lists, being subséribed by the said as- 
sessor, shall be taken and reputed as good and suf- 
ficient lists of such property under and for the 
purposes of this act. , 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the 
owners, possessors, or persons having the.care and 
management of lands, lots of ground, dwelling- 
houses and slaves, not lying or being within the 
assessment district in which they reside, shall be 
permitted to make out and deliver the list thereof, 
required by this act, (provided the assessment dis- 
trict in which the said objects of taxation’ lié or 
be, is therein distinctly stated,) at the time and in 
the manner prescribed, to the asséssor of the as- 
sessment district: wherein: such persons reside. 
And it shall be the duty of the assistant assessors, 
in all such cases, to transmit such lists at the time, 
and in the manner prescribed for the transmissiori 
of the lists of the objects of taxation, lying and be- 
ing within their respective assessment districts, to 
the principal assessor of their collection district, 
whose duty it shall be to transmit them to the 
prineipal assessor of the collection district wherein 
the said objects of taxation shall lie or be, im- 
mediately after the receipt thereof, and the said 
lists shall be valid and sufficient for the purpose 
of thisact; and, on the delivery of every such list, 
the person making and delivering the same shall 
pay to thë assistant assessor one dollar, one half 
whereof he shall retain to his own use, and the 
other half thereof he shall pay over to the princi- 
pal assessor of his district for the use of such prit? 
cipal assessor. 

Szc. 13. And be it further enacted, That tlie 
lists aforesaid shall be taken with reference to thé 
day fixed for that purpose by the act or acts of 
Congress laying the tax or taxes; and the assis- 
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tant assessors, réspectively, after collecting’ the 
said lists, shall proceed to arrange the same, and 
to make two general lists, the first of which shall 
exhibit, in alphabetical order, the names of all per- 
sons liable to pay a tax under the authority of the 
United States, residing within the assessment dis- 
trict, together with the value and assessment of 
the objects liable to taxation within such district, 
for which each such person is liable to pay a di- 
rect tax, and, whenever so required by the princi- 
pal assessor, the amount of direct tax, payable by 
each person on such objects under the State laws, 
imposing direct taxes; and the second list shall 
exhibit, in alphabetical order, the names of all 
persons residing out of the collection district, 
owners of property within the district, together 
with the value and assessment thereof, or amount 
of direct tax due thereon as aforesaid. The forms 
of the said general lists shall be devised and pre- 
scribed by the principal assessor, and lists taken 
according to such form shall be made out by the 
assistant assessors, and delivered to the principal 
assessor within sixty days after the day fixed by the 
act of Congress, requiring lists from individuals. 
And if any assistant assessor shall fail to perform 
any duty assigned by this act, within the time pre- 
scribed by his precept, warrant, or other legal in- 
structions, not being prevented therefrom by sick- 
ness or other unavoidable accident, every such as- 
sessor shall be discharged from office, and shall 
moreover forfeit and pay two hundred dollars, to 
be recovered for the use of the United States in 
any court having competent jurisdiction, with 
costs of suit. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That, im- 
mediately after the valuations and enumerations 
shall have been completed as aforesaid, the prin- 
cipal assessor in each collection district shall, by 
advertisement in some public newspaper, if any 
such there be in such district, and by written no- 
tifications to be publicly posted up in at least four 
of the most public places in each assessment dis- 
trict, advertise all persons concerned of the place 
where said lists, valuations, and enumerations, may 
be seen and examined; and that during twenty- 
five days after the publication of the notification 
as aforesaid, appeals will be received and deter- 
mined by him relative to any erroneous or exces- 
sive valuations or enumerations by the assessor. 
And it shall be the duty of the principal assessor 
in each collection district, during twenty-five days 
after the date of public notification to be made as 
aforesaid, to submit the proceedings of the assess- 
ors, and the lists by them received or taken as 
aforesaid, to the inspection of any and all persons 
who shall apply for that purpose; and the said 
principal assessors are hereby authorized to re- 
ceive, hear, and determine, in a summary way, 
according to law and right, upon any and all ap- 
peals which may be exhibited against the pro- 
ceedings of the said assessors:. Provided always, 
That the question to be determined by the princi- 
pal assessor, on an appeal respecting the valua- 
tion of property, shall be, whether the valuation 
complained of be or be not in a just relation or 
proportion to other valuations in the same assess- 


ment district. And all appeals to the principal 
assessors, as aforesaid, shall be made in writing, 
and shall specify the particular cause; matter, or 
thing, respecting which a decision is requested ; 
and shall moreover state the ground or principle 
of inequality or error complained of; and the 
principal assessor shall have power to re-examine 
and equalize ‘the valuations as shall appear just 
and equitable; but no valuation shall be increased 
without a previous notice of at least five days to 
the party interested to appear and object to the 
same, if he judge proper; which notice shall be 
given by a note in writing, to be left at the dwel- 
ling house of the party by such assessor as the 
principal assessor shall designate for that purpose. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That when- 
ever the quotas or portions of direct tax payable 
by the States, respectively, shall be laid and ap- 
portioned by law on the counties or Staté dis- 
tricts, and such county or counties, Stàte district 
or districts, shall contain more than one assess- 
ment district, then and in that case, tlie principal 
assessors shall have. power, on examination of 
the lists rendered by the assessors: according to 
the provisions of this act, to revise, adjust, and 
equalize the valuations of lands, lots of ground 
with their improvements, dwelling-houses and 
slaves, between such assessment districts, by’ de- 
ducting from or adding either such a rate per 
centum as shall appear just and equitable. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That im- 
mediately after hearing appeals, and adjusting 
and equalizing the valuations according to the 
provisions of the preceding section, the principal 
assessors respectively shall make out lists con- 
taining the sums payable according to the assess- 
ments aforesaid, and according to the provisions 
of this act, upon every object of taxation within 
their respective districts, so as to raise upon the 
county or counties, State, distriet or districts, 
contained within the collection districts estab- 
lished by this aet, for which they are respectively 
appointed, the quota of the direct tax laid by the 
United States, which shall have been iniposed 
on such county or counties, State, district or dis- 
triets, by the law laying such direct tax; which 
lists shall contain the name of each person resid- 
ing within the collection district liable to pay 
the direct tax, or of the persons residing within 
the said district, and having the care or superin- 
tendence of property lying within the said district, 
which is liable to the payment of said tax, where 
such person or persons are known, together with 
the sum payable by each such person or persons 
aforesaid, on account of the said direct tax as 
aforesaid. And where there is any property within 
any collection district, liable to the payment of 
the direct tax, not owned or occupied by or un- 
der the superintendence of any person resident 
therein, there shall be a separate list of such pro- 
perty, specifying the sums payable, and the names 
of the respective proprietors, where known. 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That each 
of the collectors to be appointed as aforesald, 
shall, within sixty days from the day on which 
the prineipal assessors shall have received the 
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lists from the assistant assessors, be furnished by 
the principal assessors with one or more of the 
lists prepared in conformity with the preceding 
sections by the principal assessor, signed and cer- 
tified by such assessor. And each collector, on 
receiving a list as aforesaid, shall subscribe three 
receipts, one of which shall be given on a full 
and correct copy of such list, which list and re- 
ceipt shall remain, with the principal assessor 
and be open to the inspection of any person who 
may apply to inspect the same ; and the other 
two receipts shall be given on aggregate state- 
ments of the lists aforesaid, exhibiting the gross 
amount of taxes to be collected in each county 
or State district contained in the collection dis- 
trict; one of which aggregate statements and 
receipts shall be transmitted to the Secretary, 
and the other to the Comptroller of the T'reasury. 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That each 

collector, before receiving any list as aforesaid for 
collection, shall give bond, with one or more 
good and sufficient sureties, to be approved by the 
Comptroller of the Treasury, in at least double 
the amount of the taxes assessed in the collection 
district for which he may be appointed; which 
bond shall be payable to the United States, with 
condition for the true and faithful discharge of 
the duties of his office according to law, and par- 
ticularly for the due collection and payment of 
all moneys assessed upon such district; and said 
bond shall be transmitted to and deposited in the 
office of the Comptroller of the Treasury. 

SEC. 19. And be it further enacted, That the 
taxes so assessed shall be and remain a lien upon 
all lands and other real estate, and all slaves of 
the individuals who may be assessed for the same, 
during two years after the time it shall become 
due and payable; and thesaid lien shall extend to 
each and every part of all tracts or lots of land or 
dwelling-houses, notwithstanding the same may 
have been divided or alienated in part. 

Sec. 20, And be it further enacted, That each 

collector shall be authorized to appoint, by an 
instrument of writing under his hand and seal, 
as many deputies as he may think proper, assign- 
ing to each such deputy, by that instrument of 
writing, such portion of his collection district as 
he may think proper; and also to revoke the 
powers of any deputy, giving public notice thereof 
in that portion of the district assigned to such 
deputy. And each such deputy shall have the 
like authority in every respect io collect the tax 
so assessed, within the portion of the district as- 
signed to him, which is by this act vested in the 
collector himself; but each collector shall in 
every respect, be responsible both to the United 
States and individuals, as the case may be, for all 
moneys collected, and for every act done as de- 
puty collector by any of his deputies, whilst act- 
ing as such: Provided, That nothing herein con- 
tained shall prevent any collector from collecting 
himself the whole or any part of the tax so as- 
sessed and payable in his district. 

"Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That each 

of the said collectors, or his deputies, shall, with- 
in-ten days after receiving his collection list, ad- 


vertise in one newspaper printed in his colleetion 
district, if any there be,and by notifications to 
be posted up in at least four public places in his 
collection district, that the said tax has become 
due and payable, and state the times and places 
at which he or they will attend to receive the 
same, which shall be within twenty days after 
such notification; and with respect to persons who 
shall not attend, according to such notifications, 
it shall be the duty of each collector, in person, 
or by deputy, to apply once at their respecttve 
dwellings within such district, and there demand 
the taxes payable by such persons, which applica- 
üon shall be made within sixty days after the 
receipt of collection lists by the collectors; and 
if the said taxes shall not be then paid, or within 
twenty days thereafter, it shall be lawful for such 
collector and his deputies to proceed to collect 
the said taxes by distress and sale of the goods, 
chattels, or effects of the persons delinquent as 
aforesaid, with a commission of eight per centum. 
upon the said taxes to and for the use of such col- 
lector: Provided, That it shall not be lawful to 
make distress of the tools or implements of a 
trade or profession, beasts of the plough neces- 
sary for the cultivation of improved lands, armis, 
or household furniture, or apparel necessary for a 
family. l * 
Sec. 22. And beit further enacted, That when- 
ever goods, chattels, or effects, sufficient to satisfy 
any tax upon dwelling-houses or lands and their 
improvements, owned, occupied, or superintended 
by persons known and residing within the same 
collection district, cannot be found, the collector 
having first advertised the same for thirty days 
in a newspaper printed within the collection 
district, if such there be, and having posted up, 
in at least ten public places within the same, a 
notification of the intended sale, thirty days pre- 
viously thereto, shall proceed to sell, at public sale, 
so much of the said property as may be necessary 
to satisfy the taxes due thereon, together with an 
addition of twenty per centum to the said taxes. 
And if the property, so advertised for sale, cannot 
be sold for the amount of the tax due thereon, 
with the said additional per centum thereto, the 
collector shall purchase the same in behalf of the 
United States, for the amount aforesaid: Pro- 
vided, That the owner or superintendent of the 
property aforesaid, after thesame shall have been 
as aforesaid advertised for sale, and before it shall 
have been actually sold, shall be allowed to pay 
the amount of the tax thereon, with an addition 
of ten per centum on the same, on the payment 
of which the sale of the said property shall not 
take place: Provided, also, That the owners, 
their heirs, executors, or administrators, or any 
person in their behalf, shall have liberty to re- 
deem the lands and other property sold as afore- 
said, within two years from the time of sale, upon 
payment to the collector, for the use of the pur- 
chaser, his heirs or assigns, of the amount paid 
by such purchaser, with interest for the same at 
the rate of twenty per centum per annum ; and 
no deed shall be given in pursuance of such sale, 
until the time of redemption shall have expired ; 
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and the collector shall render a distinct account 
of charges incurred in offering and advertising 
for sale such property, and shall pay into the 
Treasury the surplus, if any there be, of the afore- 
said addition of twenty per centum, or ten per 
centum, as the case may be, after defraying the 
said charges. i 

Sec. 23. And be it further enacted, That with 
respect to property lying within any collection 
district, not owned, occupied, or superintended 
by some person residing therein, and on which 
the tax shall not have been paid to the collector 
within ninety days after the day on which he 
shall have received the collection lists from the 
principal assessor, the collector shall transmit 
lists of the same to one of the collectors within 
the same State, to be designated for that purpose 
by the Secretary of the Treasury. And the col- 
lector who shall have been thus designated by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, shall transmit re- 
ceipts for all the lists received as aforesaid, to the 
collectors transmiting the same, and the collectors 
thus designated in each State by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, shall cause notifications of the 
taxes due as aforesaid, and contained in the lists 
thus transmitted to them, to be published for sixty 
days in at least one of the newspapers published 
in the State; and the owners of the property on 
which such taxes may be due shall be permitted 
to pay to such collector the said tax with an ad- 
dition of ten per centum thereon: Provided, 
Such payment is made within one year after 
the day on which the collector of the district, 
where such property lies, had notified that the 
tax had become due on the same. 

Sec. 24, And be it further enacted, That when 
any tax, as aforesaid, shall have remained unpaid 
for the term of one year as aforesaid, the collector 
in the State where the property lies, and who 
shall have been designated by the Secretary of 
the Treasury as aforesaid, having first advertised 
the same for sixty days, in at least one newspaper 
in the State, shall proceed to sell, at public sale, 
so much of the said property as may be necessary 
to satisfy the taxes due thereon, together with an 
addition of twenty per centum thereon. If the 
property advertised for sale cannot be sold for the 
amount of the tax due thereon, with the said ad- 
dition. thereon, the collector shall purchase the 
same, in behalf of the United States, for the 
amount aforesaid. And the collector shall render 
a distinct account of the charges incurred in offer- 
ing and advertising for sale such property, and 
pay into the Treasury the surplus, if any, of the 
aforesaid addition of ten or twenty per cent., as 
the case may be, after defraying the said charges. 

Sec. 25. And be it further enacted, That the 
collectors designated as aforesaid, by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, shall deposite with the clerks 
of the district court of the United States, in the 
respective States, and within which district the 
property lies, correct lists of the tracts of lands or 
other real property sold by virtue of this act, for 
non-payment of taxes, together with the names 
of the owners or presumed owners, of the purena- 
sers of the same at the publie sales aforesaid, and 
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of the amount paid by such purchasers for the 
same. The owners, their heirs, executors, or ad- 
ministrators, or any person in their behalf, shall 
have liberty to redeem the lands or other property 
sold as aforesaid, within two years from the time 
of sale, upon payment to the clerk aforesaid, for 
the use of the purchaser, his heirs or assigns, of 
the amount paid by such purchaser for the said 
land or other real property, with interest for the 
same, at the rate of twenty per centum per Znnum, 
and of a commission of five per centum on such 
payment, for the use of the clerk aforesaid. ‘The 
clerks shall, on application, pay to the purchasers 
the moneys thus paid for their use, and they shall 
give deeds for the lands or property aforesaid, to 
the purchasers entitled to the same, in all cases 
where the same shall not have been redeemed 
within two years as aforesaid, by the original 
owners thereof or their legal representatives ; and 
the said clerk shall be entitled to receive from the 
purchaser the sum of two dollars for every such 
deed, to be paid on the delivery thereof to such 
purchasers; and in all cases where lands may be 
sold under this act for the payment of taxes be- 
longing to infants, persons of insane mind, married 
women, or persons beyond sea, such persons shall 
have the term of two years after their respective 
disabiliities shall have been removed, or their re- 
turn into the United States, to redeem lands thus 
sold, on their paying into the clerk’s office, afore- 
said, the amount paid by the purchaser, together 
with ten per cent. per annum thereon: and on 
their paying to the purchaser of the land aforesaid 
a compensation for all improvements he may 
have made on the premises subsequent to his pur- 
chase, the value of which improvements to be 
ascertained by three or more neighboring free- 
holders to be appointed by the clerk aforesaid, 
who on actual view of the premises shall assess 
the value of such improvements on their oaths, 
and make a return of such valuation to the clerk 
aforesaid immediately. 

Sec. 26. And be it further enacted, That the 
several collectors shall, at the expiration of every 
month after they shall respectively commence 
their collections, transmit to the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury, a statement of the collections made by 
them respectively, within the month, and pay 
over quarterly or sooner, if so required by the 
said Secretary, the moneys by them respectively 
collected within the said term. And each of the 
said collectors shall complete the collection of 
all sums assigned to him for collection as afore- 
said, shall pay over the same into the Treasury, 
and shall render his final account to the Treasury 
Department within six months from and after 
the day when he shall have received the collec- 
tion lists from the prineipal assessor: Provided 
however, That the period of one year and three 
months from the said day shall be allowed to the 
collector designated in each State as aforesaid, 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, with respect to 
the taxes contained in the list transmitted to him 
by the other collectors as aforesaid. 

Sec. 27. And be it further enacted, That each 
collector shall be charged with the whole amount 
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of taxes by him receipted, whether contained in 
the lists delivered to him by the principal assessor 
or transmitted to him by other collectors, and he 
shall be allowed credit to the amount of taxes 
contained in the lists transmitted in the manner 
above provided to other collectors, and by them 
receipied as aforesaid; and also for the taxes of 
such persons as may have absconded or become 
insolvent, subsequent to the date of assessment, 
and prior to the date when the tax ought, accord- 
ing to the provisions of this act, to have been col- 
lected ; provided it shall be proven, to the satis- 
faction of the Comptroller of the "Treasury, that 
due diligence was used by the collector, and that 
no property was left from which the tax could 
have been recovered; and each collector desig- 
nated in each State as aforesaid, by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, shall receive credit for the taxes 
due for all tracts of land, which, after being offer- 
ed for sale by him in the manner aforesaid, shall 
or.may have been purchased by. him in behalf of 
the United. States. 

Sec. 28. And beit further enacted, That if any 
collector shall fail either to collect.or to render 
his account, or to pay over in the manner or with- 
in the times herein before provided, it shall be 
the duty of the Comptroller of the Treasury, and 
he is hereby authorized and required, immediately 
after such delinquency, to issue a warrant of dis- 
iress against such delinquent collector and his 
sureties, directed to the marshal of the district, 
iherein expressing the amount of the taxes im- 
posed on the district of such collector, and the 
sums, if any, which have been paid; and the said 
marshal shall, himself, or by his deputy, imme- 
diately proceed to levy and colleet the sum which 
may remain due, by distressand sale of the goods 
and chattels or any personal effects of the delin- 
quent colleetor ; and for want of goods, chattels, 
or effects aforesaid, sufficient to satisfy the said 
warrant, the same may be levied on the person of 
the collector, who may be committed to prison, 
there toremain until discharged in the due course 
of law; and furthermore, notwithstanding the 
commitment of the collector to prison as afore- 
said, or if he abscond, and goods, chattels, and 
effects, cannot be found sufficient to satisfy the 
said warrant, the said marshalor his deputy shall 
and may proceed to levy and collect the sum 
which may remain due, by distress and sale of 
the goods and chattels or any personal effects of 
the surety or sureties of the delinquent collectors. 
And the amount of the sums committed to any 
collector for collection, as aforesaid, shall and the 
same are hereby declared to be a lien upon the 
lands and real estate of such collector and his 
sureties, until the same shall be discharged ac- 
cording to law ; and for want of goods and chat- 
tels or other personal effects of such collector or 
his sureties, sufficient to satisfy any warrant of 
distress issued pursuant to the preceding section 
of this act, the lands and real estate of such col- 
lector and his sureties, or so much thereof as may 
be necessary for satisfying the said warrant, after 
being advertised for at least three weeks, in not 
less than three public places in the collection dis- 


trict, and in one newspaper printed in the county 
or district, if any there be, prior to the proposed 
time of sale, may and shall be sold by the marshal 
or his deputy ; and, for all lands and real estate 
sold in pursuance of the authority aforesaid, the 
conveyances of the marshals or their deputies, 
executed in due form of law, shall give a valid 
title against all persons claiming under delinquent 
colleetors or their sureties aforesaid ; and all 
moneys that may remain of the proceeds of such 
sale, after satisfying the said warrant of distress 
and paying the reasonable costs and charges of 
sale, shall be returned to the proprietor of the 
lands or real estate sold as aforesaid. 

Sec. 29. And be it further enacted, That each 
and every collector, or his deputy, who shall ex- 
ercise or be guilty of any extortion or oppression, 
under color of this act, or shall demand other or 
greater sums than shall be authorized by law, 
shall be liable to pay a sum not exceeding three 
hundred dollars, to be recovered by and for the 
use of the párty injured, with costs of suit, in any 
court having competent jurisdiction ; and each 
and every collector and his deputies shall, if re- 
quired, give receipts for all sums by them collect- 
ed and retained in pursuance of this act. 

Sec. 30. And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be allowed and paid for the services per- 
formed under this act: To each principal asses- 
sor, two dollars for every day employed in hear- 
ing appeals and making out lists agreeably to the 
provisions of this act, and four dollars for every 
hundred taxable persons contained in the tax list 
as delivered by him to the collector: To each 
assistant assessor, one dollar and fifty cents for 
every day actually employed in collecting lists 
and making valuations, the number of days ne- 
cessary for that purpose being certified by the 
principal assessor and approved by the Comp- 
troller of the Treasury, and three dollars for every 
hundred taxable persons contained in the tax list 
as completed and delivered by him to the principal 
assessor; and the assessors respectively shall be 
allowed their necessary and reasonable charges 
for books and stationery used in the execution of 
their duties. 

Sec. 31. And be it further enacted, That the 
allowances made as aforesaid, to the assessors, 
shall be paid at the Treasury to the principal as- 
sessors respectively ; for which purpose one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars, to be paid out of 
any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated, are hereby appropriated. 

Sec. 32. And be it further enacted, That in 
cases where no person can be found in any col- 
lection district, or assessment district, to serve 
either as collector, principal assessor, or assistant 
assessor respectively, the President of the United 
States is hereby authorized to appoint one of the 
deputy postmasters in such districts, to serve as 
collector or assessor, as the case may be; and it 
shall be the duty of such deputy postmaster to 
perform accordingly the duties of such officer. 

Sec. 33, And be it further enacted, That when- 
ever a direct tax shall be assessed, or internal du- 
ties laid, separate accounts of each shall be kept 
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at the Treasury of the United States, of all mon- 
eys received from the direct tax,and from in- 
ternal duties, showing upon. what articles or sub- 
jects of taxation those duties accrued ; also the 
amount of moneys paid to collectors, assessors, 
assistant assessors, or other officers employed in 
the collection thereof; distinguishing the amount 
of moneys received from each State, and from 
what tax or species of duties received, and dis- 
tinguishing also the amount of moneys paid to 
the officers in each State; which accounts it shall 
be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury an- 
nually, in the month of December, to lay before 
Congress. 
Approved, July 22, 1813. 


An Act to regulate the allowance of forage to officers 
in the Army of the United States. . 


the public service. 
Approved, July 22, 1813. 


An Act to establish the town of Mobile a port of entry. 


Beit enacted, $.c., That, from and after the first 
day of August next, the town of Mobile shall be 
and the same is hereby established the sole port 
of entry for the district, including the shores, 
waters, and inlets of the bay and river Mobile, 
and of the other rivers, creeks, inlets, and bays, 
emptying into the Gulf of Mexico, east of the said 
river Mobile, and west thereof to the eastern 
boundary of the State of Louisiana. 

Approved, July 22, 1813. 


An Act laying duties on sugar refined within the Uni- 
ted States. 


Be it enacted, $c., That, from and after the 
first day of January next, there be levied, col- 
lected, and .paid, upon all sugar which shall be 
refined within the United States, a duty of four 
cents per pound. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That every 
refiner of sugar, who shall be such immediately 
before and on the first day of January next, shall, 
on the said day, and every refiner of sugar who 
shall be and become such after the said day, shall, 
twenty days at the least previous to commencing 
the business of refining sugar, make true and ex- 
act entry and report in writing to the collector, 
appointed by virtue of the act, entitled “An act 
for the assessment and collection of direct taxes 
and internal duties,” for the collection district in 
which shall be the house or building where he or 
she shall earry on, or intend to earry on, the said 
business, of every bouse or building where such 
business shall be by him or her carried on, or in- 
tended so to be. and of every pan or boiler, to- 


gether with the capacity of each, which he or 
she shall have or employ for the purpose of re- 
fining sugar, and shall also give bond in the sum 
of' five thousand dollars, with condition that he 
or she shall and will enter,or cause to be entered 
in a book or paper to be kept for that purpose, all 
sugar which he or.she shall refine or cause to be 
refined, and of the quantities, from day to day by 
him or her sent out or caused to be sent.out of 
the house or building where the same shall have 
been refined, and shall, on the first day of April, 
July, October, and January, in each year, render 
a just and true account of all the refined sugar 
Which he or she shall have sent out, or caused or 
procured to be sent out, from the first time of his 
or her entry and report aforesaid, until the day 
which shall first ensue, of the days above men- 
tioned, for the rendering of such account, and 
thenceforth successively, from the time when 
such account ought to have been, and up to which 
it shall have been last rendered, until the day 
next thereafter, of the days above mentioned, for 
the rendering of such account, producing and 
showing therewith the original book or -paper, 
whereon the entries from day to day,.to be made 
as aforesaid, have been made ; and he or she shall, 
at the time of rendering each account, pay or se- 
cure the duties which by this act ought to be paid 
upon the refined sugar in the said account men- 
tioned; and if any such refiner shall omit to 
make any such entry or report, he or she shall 
forfeit and lose every pan or boiler.which he or 
she shall have and use for the purpose of refining 
sugar, and shall also forfeit the sum of five hun- 
dred dollars, to be recovered with costs of suit. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That every 
such refiner shall yearly, being thereunto required 
by the collector aforesaid, make oath or affirma- 
tion, according to the best of his or her knowledge 
and belief, that the accounts which have been by 
him or her rendered of the quantities of refined 
sugar by him or her sent out, or procured or 
caused to be sent out of the house or building 
where the same shall have been manufactured, 
have been just and true. : 

Sac. 4. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person shall knowingly and with design, falsely 
swear or affirm touching any of the matters 
hereinbefore required to be verified by oath or 
affirmation, he or she shall be deemed guilty of 
wilful aud corrupt perjury. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That every 
refiner of sugar shallat each time of rendering 
an account, as hereinbefore required, make a true 
aud particular report of the buildings, pans, and 
boilers which he or she, at any time since that of 
rendering his or her last account, has used or 
kept, and shall then have, use or keep for carry- 
ing on the said business of refining sugar, on patn 
of forfeiting for each and every neglect or omis- 
sion all such pans and boilers, together with the 
sum of five hundred dollars, to be recovered with 
costs of suit. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That all re- 
fined sugar which shall hdve been manufactured 
or made within the United States in manner 
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aforesaid, after the said first day of January next, 

whereof the duties aforesaid have not been duly 

paid or secured, according to the true intent and 

meaning of this act, shall, upon default being 

made in the paying or securing of the said duties, | 
be forfeited, and shall and may be seized as for- 

feited, by the collector aforesaid or officer of the 

customs. 

Sec. 7. And be tt further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for every such refiner of sugar, at his 
or her option, either to pay, upon the rendering 
of his or her account as aforesaid, the duties 
which. shall thereby appear to be due and pay- 
able, with a deduction or abatement of six per 
cent. for prompt payment, or to give bond with 
one or more sureties, to the satisfaction of the 
collector, to whom such account shall be ren- 
dered, for the payment of the said duties, at the 
expiration of nine months thereafter: Provided, 
That no person whose bond for any of the said 
duties shall remain unpaid beyond the term al- 
lowed for the payment thereof, shall be entitled 
to future credit for any of the said duties, so long 
as such bond shall remain unpaid. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the 
duties hereby laid upon sugar refined within the 
United States, shall and may be drawn back upon 
all such of the said sugar refined within the Uni- 
ted States after the aforesaid first day of January 
next, which after the said day shall be exported 
from the United States to any foreign port or 
place: Provided, That no drawback shall be al- 
lowed on any exportation as aforesaid, in any 
instance where the same shall amount to less 
than twelve dollars. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That in 
order to entitle the exporter or exporters to the 
benefit of the said allowance of drawback, he, 
she, or they shall, previous to the putting or lading 
any of the said refined sugar on board of any ship 
or vessel for exportation, give six hours notice at 
the least to the proper officer of inspection of the 
port from which the said sugar shall be intended 
to be exported, of his, her, or their intention to 
export the same, and of the number of packages 
containing the same, and the respective marks 
thereof, and the place or places where deposited, 
and of the place to which, and ship or vessel in 
which they or either of them shall be so intended 
to be exported ; whereupon it shall be the duty of 
the said officer to inspect, by himself or deputy, 
the packages so notified for exportation, and the 
same after such inspection shall be laden on board 
the same ship or vessel of which notice shall have 
been given, aud in the presence of the same offi- 
cer or his deputy who shall have inspected the 
same, which officer, after the same shall have 
been so laden on board, shall certify to the col- 
lector of the customs for the distriet ihe quantity 
and particulars of the refined sugar so laden for 
exportation. 

SEC. 10. And be it further enacted, That the 
said allowance shall not be made unless the said 
exporter or exporters shall make oath or affirma- 
tion that the said sugar, so noticed for exportation 
and laden on board such ship or vessel, is truly 


intended to be exported to the place whereof no- 
tice shall have been given, and is not intended to 
be relanded within the United States, and that he 
or she doth verily believe that the duties there- 
upon charged by this act have been duly paid or 
secured to be paid; and shall also give bond to 
the collector of the customs, with two sureties, 
one of whom shall be the master or other person 
having the command or charge of the ship or 
vessel, in which the said sugar shall be intended 
to be exported, the other such sufficient person as 
shall be approved by the said collector, in the full 
value, in the judgment of the said collector, of 
the sugar so intended to be exported, with condi- 
tion that the said sugar (the dangers of the seas 
and enemies excepted) shall be really and truly 
exported to and landed in some port or place 
without the limits of the United States, and that 
the said sugar shall not be unshipped from on 
board the said ship or vessel whereupon the same 
shall have been laden for exportation, within the 
said limits, or any ports or harbors of the United 
States (shipwreck or other unavoidable accident 
excepted.) 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the 
said allowance shall not be paid until nine months 
after the said sugar shall have been so exported : 
Provided, That whenever the owner of any ship 
or vessel, on board of which any such sugar is 
laden for exportation, shall make known to the 
collector, previous to the departure of such ship 
or vessel from the port where such sugar is laden, 
that such ship or vessel is not going to proceed on 
the voyage intended, or the voyage is altered, it 
shall be lawful for the collector to grant a permit 
for relanding the same. 

Szc. 12. And be it further enacted, Thatif any 


-of the said sugar, after the same shall have been 


shipped for exportation, shall be unshipped for 
any purpose whatever, either within the limits of 
the United States, or within four leagues of the 
coast thereof, or shall be relanded within the Uni- 
ted States, from on board the ship or vessel where- 
in thesame shall have been laden for ex ortation, 
unless the voyage shall not be proceeded on, or 
shall be altered as aforesaid, or unless in case of 
necessity or distress, to save the ship and goods 
from perishing, which shall beimmediately made 
known to the principal officer of the customs re- 
siding at the port nearest to which such ship or 
vessel shall be at the time such necessity or dis- 
tress shall arise, then not only the sugar so un- 
shipped, together with the casks, vessels, and 
cases containing the same, but also the ship or 
vessel. in or on board of which the same shall 
have been so shipped or laden, together with the 
guns, furniture, ammunition, tackle, and apparel, 
and also the ship, vessel, or boat into which the 
said sugar shall be unshipped or put, after the 
unshipping thereof, together with her guns, fur- 
niture, ammunition, tackle, and apparel, shall be 
forfeited, and may be seized by any officer of the 
customs or of inspection. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That the 
bond to be given as aioresaid, shall and may be 
discharged, by producing within one year from 
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its date (if the same shall be shipped to any part 


of Europe or America, and within two years, if 


shipped to any part of Asia or Africa; and if the 
delivery of the sugar, in respect to which the 
same shall have been given, be at any place where 
a consul or other agent of the United States re- 


sides) a certificate of such consul or agent, or if 
there be no consul or agent, then a certificate of 


any two known and reputable American mer- 
chants, residing at the said place, and if there be 
not two such merchants residing at the said place, 
then a certificate of any other two reputable mer- 
chants, testifying the delivery of the said sugar at 
the said place, which certificate shall, in each case, 
be confirmed by the oath or affirmation of the mas- 
ter. or mate, or other like officer of the vessel in 
which the said sugar shall have been exported, 
and when such certificate shall be from any other 
than a consul or agent, or merchants of the Uni- 
ted States, it shall be a part of the said oath or 
affirmation, that there were not, upon diligent in- 
quiry, to be found two merchants of the United 
States at the said place: Provided always, That 
in case of death, the oath or affirmation of the 
party dying shall not be deemed necessary : And 
provided further, That the said oath or affirma- 
tion, taken before the chief civil magistrate of the 
place of the said delivery, and certified under his 


hand and Seal, shall be of the same validity as if 


taken before a person qualified to administer oaths 
within the United States, or such bonds shalland 
may be discharged upon proof that the sugar so 
exported was taken by enemies, or perished inthe 
sea, or destroyed by fire; the examination and 


proof of the same being left to the judgment of 


the collector of the customs, naval officer, and 


chief officer of inspection, or any two of them, of 


the place from which such sugar shall have been 
exported. And in cases where the certificates 
herein directed cannot be obtained, the exporter 
or exporters of such sugar shall nevertheless be 

ermitted to offer such other proof as to the de- 
livery of the said sugar, without the limits of the 
United States, as he or they may have; and ifthe 
same shall be deemed sufficient by the said col- 
lector, he shall allow the same; except when the 
drawback to be allowed shall amount to one hun- 
dred dollars or upwards; in all which cases the 
proofs aforesaid shall be referred to the Comp- 
troller of the Treasury, whose decision thereon 
shali be final. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That it 
shall be the duty of the collectors aforesaid, in 
their respective districts, and they are hereby au- 
thorized, to collect the duties imposed by this act, 
and to prosecute for the recovery of the same, and 
for the recovery of any sum cr sums which may 
be forfcited by virtue of this act. And all fines, 
penalties, and forfeitures which shall be incurred 
by force of this act, shall and may be sued for and 


recovered in the name of the United States, or of 


the collector aforesaid, within whose district any 
such fine, penalty, or forfeiture shall have been 
ineurred, by bill, plaint, or information ; one 


person who, if a collector, shall first discover; df , 
other than a,collector, shall -first inform of the 
cause, matter, or thing, whereby any. such -fine, 
penalty, or forfeiture shall have’ been incurred ; 
and where the cause of action or complaintshal . 
arise or accrue more than fifty miles distant fro 
the nearest place by law established for the hold- 
ing of a district court within the district in which 
the same shall arise. or accrue, such suit and rè- 
covery may be had before any court of the State 
holden within the said district, having jurisdiction 
in like cases. : Ps 
Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That this 
act shall continue in force until the termination 
of the war in which the United States are now 
engaged with the United Kingdom of Great Brit- 
ain and Ireland, and the dependencies thereof, and 
for one year thereafter, and no longer. . 
Approved, July 24, 1813. 


An Act to establish the office of Commissioner of the 
Revenue. 

Be it enacted, &c., That, for superintending the 
collection of the direct tax and internal duties, 
laid by the authority of the United States, there 
shall be an officer in the Department of the Trea- 
sury, to be denominated Commissioner of the Rev- 
enue, who shall* be charged, under the direction 
of the head of the Department, with preparin, 
all the forms necessary for the assessors and col- 
lectors of the tax and duties aforesaid; with pre- 
paring, signing, and distributing all the licenses 
required by any law imposing any of the duties 
aforesaid; and with the superintendence, general- 
ly, of all the officers employed in assessing and 
collecting the said tax and duties. 

Spc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
said Commissioner of the Revenue shall likewise 
superintend the collection of the residue of the 
former direct tax and internal duties which may 
be still outstanding, and shall also execute the ser- 
vices with respect to light-houses and other objects 
which were usually performed by theformer Com- 
missioners of the Revenue. : 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, 'T'hat it shall - 
be lawful for the Secretary of the Treasury to 
place also the collection of the duties on impost 
and tonnage under the superintendence of the said 
Commissioner of the Revenue, if, in his opinion, 
the public service will be promoted by transfer- 
ring that duty from the Comptroller to the said 
Commissioner. i 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
compensation of the said Commissioner of the 
Revenue shall be the same with that of the Aud- 
itor of the Treasury ; and that he shall, for the 
present, be allowed a number of clerks whose sal- 
aries shall not, in the whole, exceed four thousand 
dollars a year. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That a sum 
not exceeding three thousand five hundred dol- 
lars, to be paid out of any moneys in the Treasu- 
ry not otherwise appropriated, be and the same 
is hereby appropriated, to pay the Commissioner 


moiety thereof to the use of the United States, | and salaries aforesaid, for the year one thousand 
and the other moiety thereof to the use of the ! eight hundred and thirteen. 
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, Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That all let- 
ters and packets to and from the Gommissioner 
of the Revenue, shall be received and conveyed 
by post, free of postage, under the same restrie- 
tions as are provided by law with respeet to other 
free letters and packets. 

Approved, July 24, 1813. 

An Act to continue in force for a limited time, certain 
acts authorizing corps of rangers for the protection 
of the frontiers of the United States, and making 
appropriations for the same. 

Be it enacted, $c., That the act entitled “An 
act authorizing the President of the United States 
to raise certain companies of rangers for the pro- 
tection of the frontier of the United States,” 
passed January second, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and twelve, and also the act supplementary 
thereto, passed July first, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and twelve, be, and the same are hereby, 
continued in force for one year from and after 
the passage hereof, and from thence to the end of 
the next session of Congress. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
sum of four hundred and seventy-two thousand 
one hundred and forty-one dollars be, and the 
same is hereby, appropriated for the pay, subsist- 
ence, and forage, during the year one thousand 
eight hundred and thirteen, of the seven compa- 
nies of rangers raised, or to be raised, for the Uni- 
ted States, pursuant to the above recited acts, and 
of the ten companies of rangers authorized by the 
act of the twenty-fifth of February, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirteen. 

For the pay of the officers, non-commissioned 
officers, and privates of the said companies, the 
.sum of four hundred and fifty-one thousand one 
hundred and eighty dollars. 

For the subsistence of the officers, eleven thou- 
sand one hundred and sixty-nine dollars. 

For forage, the sum of nine thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-two dollars. The said sums 
to be paid out of any moneys in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

Approved, July 24, 1813. 


An Act laying duties on carriages for the conveyance 
of persons. 

Be it enacted, §c., That, from and after the last 
day of December next, there shall be levied, col- 
lected, and paid, the following yearly rates and 
duties upon all carriages for the conveyance of 
persons, which shall be kept by or for any person, 
for his or her own use, or to be let out for hire, or 
for the conveyance of passengers, to wit: for and 
upon every coach, the yearly sum of twenty dol- 
Jars; for and upon every chariot and postchaise, 
the yearly sum of seventeen dollars; for and upon 
every phaeton and on every coachee having pan- 
nel work in the upper division thereof, the yearly 
sum of ten dollars; for and upon every other four 
wheel carriage hanging on steel or iron springs, 
the yearly sum of seven dollars; for and upon 
every four wheel carriage hanging upon wooden 
springs, and on every two wheel carriage hang- 
Ing on steel or iron springs, the yearly sum of 


four dollars; and for and upon every other four 
or two wheel carriage, the yearly sum of two 
dollars: Provided always, That nothing herein 
contained shall be construed to charge with a 
duty, any carriage usually and chiefly employed 
in husbandry, or for the transportation or carry- 
ing of goods, wares, merchandise, produce, or 
commodities. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the du- 
ties aforesaid shall be levied and collected upon 
all carriages usually and chiefly employed for the 
conveyance of persons, by whatever name or de- 
scription the same have been or shall hereafter 
be known and called. And in cases of doubt, any 
carriage shall be deemed to belong to that class 
to which the same shall bear the greatest resem- 
blance, and shall be subject to duty accordingly. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That every 
person having, or keeping, a carriage or carriages, 
upon which a duty or duties shall be payable, ac- 
cording to this act, shail yearly, and in every year, 
in the month of January, make and subscribe a 
true and exact entry of each and every such car- 
riage, therein specifying, distinctly, each carriage 
owned or kept by him or her, for his or her use, 
or for hire, with the description and denomina- 
tion thereof, and the rate of duty to which each 
and every such carriage is liable; which entry 
shall be lodged with the collector appointed by 
virtue of the act, entitled “An act for the assess- 
ment and collection of direct taxes and internal 
duties,” for the district in which such owner or 
person liable for the payment of such duty shall 
reside. And that it shall be the duty.of the col- 
lectors aforesaid, to attend within the month of 
January in each year, at one or more of the most 
public and convenient places in each county with- 
in their respective districts, and to give public no- 
tice, at least ten days previous to such day, of the 
time and place of such attendance, and to receive 
such entry, made in the manner before directed, 
at such place, or at any other where he may hap- 
pen to be, within the said month of January, and 
on tender and payment being made of the duty 
or duties therein mentioned, to grant a certificate 
foreach and every carriage mentioned in such 
entry, therein specifying the name of the owner, 
the description and denomination of the carriage, 
and the sum paid, with the time when, and the 
period for which such duty shall be so paid: And 
the forms of the certificates to be so granted shall 
be prescribed by the Treasury Department; and 
such certificates, or the acknowledgments of the 
collector aforesaid by a credit in his publie ac- 
counts, shall be the only evidence to be exhibited 
and admitted, that any duty imposed by this act 
has been discharged : Provided nevertheless, That 
no certificate shall be deemed of validity any long- 
er than while the carriage for which the said cer- 
tificate was granted. is owned by the person men- 
tioned in such certificate, unless such certificate 
shall be produced to the collector by whom it was 
granted, and an entry shall be thereon made, spe- 
cifying the name of the then owner of such car- 
riage, and the time when he or she became pos- 
sessed of the same. 
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Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That any 
and all persons who shall commence the having 
or keeping of any carriage subject to duties after 
the month of December, shall and may, at any 
time during the month in which they shall so 
commence the having or keeping of such car- 
riage, make like entry in manner before pre- 
scribed; and on payment of such proportion: of 
the duties laid by this act, on such carriage, as 
the time at which he shall commence the’ keep- 
ing of such carriage to the end of the month of 
December then next ensuing shall bear to the 
whole year, shall be entitled to and may demand 
like certificates, subject, nevertheless, to the con- 
ditions before and hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That any 
person having or keeping any carriage subject to 
duty, who shall make an untrue or defective en- 
try, to evade the whole or any part of the duty 
justly and truly payable according to this act, 
shall lose the sum paid pursuant to such untrue 
or defective entry; and: where such untrue or 
defective entry hath been made, or where no 
entry shall be made, or where there shall be a 
neglect of payment after entry, such person shall 
moreover, in addition thereto, at any time there- 
after, on personal application and demand, at the 
house, dwelling, or usual place of abode of such 
person, by the proper collector, be liable, and shall 
pay the duties by this act imposed, with a further 
sum, for the benefit of such officer, of twenty-five 
per centum ; which duties, with the said addition, 
shall be collected by distress and sale of the goods 
and chattels of the person by whom the same 
shall be due and payable : Provided always, That 
such application and demand shall not be made 
until sixty days after the day on which any duty 
shall commence: and if entry and payment shail 
be made within the said sixty days, the owner of 
the carriage shall be exempted from the payment 
of the said sum of twenty-five per centum. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That in 
all cases where any duty shall be collected pur- 
suant to this act, whether by distress or otherwise, 
certificates shall be granted for each carriage in 
manner as before prescribed. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That this 
act shall continue in force until the termination 
of the war in which the United States are now 
engaged with the United Kingdom of Great Brit- 
ain and Ireland, and the dependencies thereof, and 
for one year thereafter, and no longer. 

Approved, July 24, 1813. 


An Act laying duties on licenses to distillers of spir- 
ituous liquors. 


Be it enacted, &c., That every person who, on 
the first day of January next, shall be the owner 
of any still or stills or other implements in lieu 
of stills, used for the purpose of distilling spiri- 
tuous liquors, or who shall have such still or 
stills, or implements as aforesaid, under his super- 
intendence, either as agent for the owner, or on 
his own account, shall before the said day, and 
every person who after the said day shall use or 


intend to use any still or stills, or implements as 
aforesaid, either as owner, agent; or otherwise, 
shall, before he shall begin to use such still or 
stills, or other implements in lieu thereof, for the 
purpose of distilling spirituous liquors, apply for 
and obtain from the collector appointed by virtue 
of the act, entitled “An act for the assessment 
and collection of direct taxes and internal daties,” 
for the collection district in which such person 
resides (or to the deputy of such collector duly 
authorized) a license for using the said still or 
stills, or other implements as aforesaid; which 
licenses respectively shall be granted at the op- 
tion of the proprietor or possessor of such still or 
stills for any or either of the terms mentioned in 
this act, upon the payment in money by such 
Proprietor or possessor of the duties payable on 
the said license or licenses according to the pto- 
visions of this act, if the said duties shall not 
exceed five dollars; and if they shall exceed five 
dollars, on such proprietor or possessor executing 
and delivering to the collector or to his deputy 
as aforesaid, a bond with one or more sureties to 
the satisfaction of such collector or deputy, con- 
ditioned for the payment of said duties at the 
end of four months after the expiration of the 
term for which such license or licenses respect- 
ively shall have been granted. And the said 
bond shall be taken in the name of the United 
States of America, and in such form as shall be 
prescribed by the Treasury Department. And if 
any person shall, after the said first day of Janu- 
ary next, use, or cause to be used, any still or 
stills, or other implements as aforesaid, in distill- 
ing spirituous liquors, or shall be the owner of, or 
have under his superintendence, either as agent 
or otherwise, any still or stills, or other imple- 
ments as aforesaid, which shall after the said day 
have been used as aforesaid, without having a 
license therefor as aforesaid, continuing in force 
for the whole time during which the said still or 
stills, or implements as aforesaid, shall have been 
thus used, every such person shall forfeit and pay 
the sum of one hundred dollars, together with 
double the amount of duties which would have 
been payable for the term during which such 
still or stills, or implements as aforesaid, shall be 
thus used, had the said still or stills, or imple: 
ments aforesaid been entered according to the 
provisions of this act, to be recovered with costs 
of suit. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
licenses aforesaid shall and may be granted for 
and during the following terms or periods, and on 
the payment or securing of payment as aforesaid 
of the duties undermentioned, namely: 

For a still or stills employed in distilling spirits 
from domestic materials, for a license for the em- 
ployment thereof for and during the term of two 
weeks, nine cents for each gallon of the capacity 
of every such still, including the head thereof; 
for a license for and during the term of one 
month, eighteen cents for each gallon of its capa- 
city as aforesaid ; for a license for and during the 
term of two months, thirty-two cents for each 
gallon of its capacity as aforesaid; for a license 
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for and during the term of three months, forty- 
two cents for each gallon of its capacity as afore- 
said; for a license for and during the term’ of 
four months, fifty-two cents for each gallon of its 
capacity as aforesaid; for a license for and dur- 
ing the term of six months, seventy cents for 
each gallon of its capacity as aforesaid; for a 
license for one year, one hundred and eight cents 
for each gallon of its capacity as aforesaid: Pro- 
vided, That there shall be paid upon each still 
employed wholly in the distillation of roots, but 
one-half the rates of duties above mentioned, ac- 
cording to the capacity of such still. 

For a still or stills employed in distilling spirits 
from foreign materials, for.a license for the em- 
ployment thereof for and during the term of one 
month, twenty-five cents for each gallon of the 
capacity of every such still, including the head 
thereof; for a license for and during the term of 
three months, sixty cents for each gallon of its 
capacity as aforesaid ; fora license for and during 
the term of six months, one-hundred and five 
cents for each gallon of its capacity as aforesaid ; 
for a license for one year, one hundred and thirty- 
five cents for each gallon of its capacity as afore- 
said. 

And for every boiler, however constructed, em- 
ployed for the purpose of generating steam in 
those distilleries where wooden or other vessels 
are used instead of metal stills, and the action of 
steam is substituted to the immediate application 
of fire to the materials from which the spirituous 
liquors are distilled, for a license for the employ- 
ment thereof, double the amount on. each gallon 
of the capacity of the said boiler, including the 
head thereof, which would be payable for the 
said license if granted for the same term and for 
the employment on the same materials of a still, 
or stills, to the contents of which, being the mate- 
rials from whence the spirituous liquors are 
drawn, an immediate application of fire during 
the process of distillation is made. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the collectors, within their re- 
spective districts, to grant licenses for distilling, 

` which licenses shall be marked with a mark 
directing the rate of duty thereupon, and shall be 
signed by the commissioner of the revenue, and, 
being countersigned by the collector who shall 
issue the same or cause the same to be issued, 
shall be granted to any person who shall desire 
the same, upon application in writing and upon 
payment or securing of payment as aforesaid, of 
the sum or duty payable by this act upon each 
license requested. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the ap- 
plication, in writing, to be made by any person 
applying for a license for distilling as aforesaid, 
shall state the place of distilling, the number and 
contents of the still or stills, boiler or boilers, and 
whether intended to distil spirituous liquors from 
foreign or domestic materials. And every person 
making a false statement in either of the said par- 
Uculars, or who shall distil spirituous liquors from 
materials other than those stated in the applica- 
hon. aforesaid, as well as the owner or superin- 


tendent of any distillery, still, or stills, with re- 
spect to which such false statement shall have 
been made, or which shall be thus unlawfully 
employed, shall forfeit and pay the sum of one 
hundred and fifty dollars; to be recovered with 
costs of suit. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That every 
such collector or his deputy, duly authorized un- 
der his hand and seal, shall be authorized to 
apply, at all reasonable times, for admittance into 
any distillery or place where any still or stills are 
kept or used within his collection district, for the 
purpose of examining and measuring the said 
still or stills, boiler or boilers. And every owner 
of such distillery, still, or stills, or person having 
the care, superintendence, or management of the 
same, who shall refuse to admit such officer as 
aforesaid, or to suffer him to examine and meas- 
ure the said still or stills, boiler or boilers, shall 
for every such refusal forfeit and pay the sum of 
five hundred dollars. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the collectors aforesaid, in their re- 
spective districts, and they are hereby authorized 
to collect the duties imposed by this act, and to 
prosecute for the recovery of the same, and for 
the recovery of any sum or sums which may be 
forfeited by virtue of this act. And all fines, pen- 
alties, and forfeitures, which shall be incurred by 
force of this act, shall and may be sued for and . 
recovered in the name of the United States, or of 
the collector within whose district any such fine, 
penalty, or forfeiture shall have been incurred, by 
bill, plaint, or information; one moiety thereof 
to the use of the United States, and the other 
moiety thereof to the use of the person who, if a 
collector, shall first discover, if other than a col- 
lector shall first inform of the cause, matter, or 
thing, whereby any such fine, penalty, or for- 
feiture shall have been incurred; and, where the 
cause of action or complaint shall arise or accrue 
more than fifty miles distant from the nearest 
place by law established for the holding of a dis- 
triet court within the district in which the same 
shall arise or accrue, such suit and recovery may 
be had before any court of the State, holden 
within the said district, having jurisdiction. in 
like cases. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That this 
act shall continue in force until the termination 
of the war in which the United States are now 
engaged with Great Britain and Ireland and their 
dependencies, and for one year thereafter, and no 
longer. 

Approved, July 24, 1813. 


An Act laying duties on sales at auction of merchan- 
dise and of ships and vessels, 

Be it enacted, £c.. That, from and after the first 
day of January next, there shall be levied, col- 
lected, and paid, for the use of the United States, 
upon all sales by way of auction, as hereinafter 
described, which shall be made within the United 
States, the respective rates and duties following, 
to wit: The sum of one dollar for every hundred 
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dollars of the purchase money arising by sale at 
auction. of goods, wares, and merchandise; and 
the sum of twenty-five cents for every hundred 
dollars of the purchase money.arising by sale at 
auction of ships or vessels; and at the same rate 
for any greater or lesser sum, except as herein- 
after excepted; the said respective rates and du- 
ties to be paid, by theauctioneer or person making 
such sales at auction, out of the moneys arising 
from each and every such sale: Provided, always, 
That nothing in this act contained shall extend 
to any sale or sales by auetion of goods, wares, 
and merchandise, made pursuant to or in execu- 
tion of any rule, order, decree, sentence, or judg- 
ment of any court of the United States, or either 
of them, or made in virtue or by force of any dis- 
tress for rent, or other cause for which a distress 
is allowed by law; or made in consequence of 
any bankruptcy or insolvency, pursuant to any 
law concerning bankruptcies or insolvencies ; or 
made in consequence of any general assignment 
of property and effects for the benefit of creditors; 
or made by or on behalf of executors or adminis- 
trators; or made pursuant to the directions of any 
law of the United States, or either of them, touch- 
ing the collection of any tax or duty, or disposal 
by auction of public property of the United States 
or of any State; nor to any such sale or sales by 
auction of ships, their tackle, apparel, and fur- 
niture, or the cargoes thereof, which shall be 
wrecked or stranded within the United States, 
and sold for the benefit of the insurers or propri- 
etors thereof. 

SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, T'hat no per- 
son, after the first day of January next, shall ex- 
ercise the trade or business of an auctioneer, by 
the selling of any goods, wares, and merchandise 
whatsoever by auction, or any other mode of sale, 
whereby the best or highest bidder is deemed to 
be the purchaser, unless such person shall have a 
license or other special authority continuing in 
force pursuant to some law of a State, or issued 
pursuant to.the directions of this act, on pain of 
forfeiting for every such sale at auction the sum 
of four hundred dollars, together with the sums 
or duties payable by this act upon the goods, 
wares, and merchandise so sold: Provided, how- 
ever, That nothing herein contained shall be con- 
strued to require a license for the sale at auction 
of any estate, goods, chattels, or other thing, which 
by this act are not made liable to duty or ex- 
empted from duty. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That every 
person who, before the said first day of January 
next, shall have a license or special authority, 
pursuant to any law of any State, for exercising 
the said trade or business of an auctioneer, shall, 
before or upon the said day, and every person 
who, after the said day, shall have such special 
license or authority shall, within thirty days after 
the obtaining or receiving of the same, give no- 
tice thereof in writing, under his hand, to the col- 
lector appointed by virtue of the act, entitled “An 
act for the assessment and collection of direct 
taxes and internal duties," for the district where 
such person shall carry on or intend to carry on 


the said trade or business of an auctioneer, speċi- 
fying in such notice the date or commencement 
of such license or other special authority, -the 
term for which the same was granted or given, 
by whom, and by what law of a State the same 
was granted or given; and shall also give bond 
to the United States in a sum not less than ‘one 
thousand nor more than three thousand dollars, 
at the discretion of the collector, to be taken b 
the collector to whom the notice aforesaid shail 
be given, with condition that he will, on the first 
day of April, July, October, and January in each 
year, while he shall continue to exercise the said 
trade or business, render to the person or persons 
who, on behalf the United States, shall be author- 
ized to receive the same, a true and particular 
account in writing of the moneys or sums for 
which any goods, wares, and merchandise, made 
liable to duty by this act, have been sold at every 
sale at auction by him made, and of the several 
articles, lots, and parcels which shall have sold, 
the price of each article, lot, or parcel, in every 
such sale, by whom bought, that is to say; first, 
from the date of sueh bond until such of the afore- 
said days as shall accrue next thereafter, and 
thenceforth, from the day to which an account 
shall have been last rendered, until such of the 
said days as shall next thereafter ensue, and so on 
in succession, from one of thesaid days to another, 
so long as he shall continue to exercise his said 
trade or business; and also, shall pay all such 
sums of money as shall be due to the United 
States, upon the said sales, according to the true 
intent and meaning of this act; which sums he 
is hereby authorized and directed to retain out of 
the produce of each sale made as aforesaid. And 
a like notice and bond shall be given, in like man- 
ner, as often as any such license or special author- 
ities shall have expired and been renewed. And 
if any person shall, after the said first day of Jan- 
uary next, by virtue or color of any such license or 
special authority as aforesaid, make any sale or 
sales at auction without having given bond.as 
aforesaid, within the time for that purpose pre- 
scribed, or without renewing such bond upon the 
expiration and renewal of any such license or 
special authority, he shall forfeit and pay, for 
every such sale by him made, the sum of four 
hundred dollars, together witb the sums or duties 
payable by this act upon the goods, wares, and 
merchandise so sold. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
several collectors aforesaid may, within their re- 
spective districts, and, upon request of any person 
or persons desirous thereof, shall, grant licenses 
without fee or reward for a term not exceeding 
one year, at one time, to exercise the trade or busi- 
ness of an auctioneer; and such licenses, upon 
like request, may and shall from time to time re- 
new: Provided, however, That no such license 
shall be granted or renewed, until the person or 
persons requesting the same shall have become 
bound to the United States, with one or more 
sureties, to the satisfaction of the collector of whom 
such license shall be requested, in the sum of not 
more than three thousand nor less than one thou- 
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sand. dollars, at the diseretion of the collector, 
with like condition as is hereinbefore prescribed 
for. persons having licenses by virtue of some law 
of a State: And provided further, That no such 
license shall be granted to carry on the said trade 
or business in any city, town, or county of any 
State, in respect to which provision hath been 
made by any law of such State, for the allowing 
and regulating of the said trade and business 
therein. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That every 
person who shall have a license from a collector 
as aforesaid, continuing in force, shall and may 
retain, in order to the payment of the duties hereby 
imposed, all such sum and sums of money as shall 
be due and payable upon any goods, wares, and 
merchandise by him sold at auction as aforesaid, 
according to the true intent and meaning of this 
act. a 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the 
accounts to be rendered and duties to be from 
time to time paid as aforesaid, by any auctioneer, 
shall be rendered and paid to the collector afore- 
said, within whose district such auctioneer shall 
exercise his said trade or business, or to his deputy 
duly appointed under his hand and seal, and such 
auctioneer shall make oath or affirmation, accord- 
ing to the best of his knowledge and belief, to the 
truth of every account which he shall render be- 
fore the officer or person to whom such account 
shall be rendered, and who is hereby authorized 
to administer the said oath or affirmation, in de- 
fault of which such account shall not be deemed 
to be duly rendered, according to the condition 
of the bond of such auctioneer; and to the end 
that such accounts may be accurately kept and 
rendered, it is hereby made the duty of every 
auctioneer to enter, from day to day, as often as 
any sale shall be made, in a book, or on a paper 
to.he kept by him for that purpose, the amount 
and particulars of the.respective sales by him 
made; which book or paper shall at all reasonable 
times, upon request made, be submitted for ex- 
amination to the collector aforesaid, within whose 
district such auctioneer shall be, on pain of for- 
feiting, for every refusal to comply with such re- 
quest, the sum of five hundred dollars. 


Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That if it 
shall appear to the satisfaetion of the collector, 
within whose distriet he shall be, that an auc- 
tioneer hath acted agreeably to the condition of 
the bond which he shall have given, and to the 
directions of this act, during the time to which 
his said bond shall relate, the same having expired, 
then, and in every such case, the said collector 
shall cause such bond to be delivered up; but in 
case no such account shall be delivered as herein- 
before mentioned, or if it shall appear that any 
süch account was not truly made, or that the 
party hath acted, in any other respect, contrary to 
the true intent and meaning of his bond and of this 
act, it shall be the duty of such collector as afore- 
said to cause such bond to be prosecuted accord- 
ing to law ; and in ease of a verdict or judgment 
against the defendant, he shall afterwards, upon 
every sale by him of any goods, wares, and mer- 


chandise, at auction, be liable to al! the penalties 
which may be incurred by this act, for acting as 
an auctioneer without license. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That every 
auctioneer, out of the proceeds of the duties which 
he shall retain and pay as aforesaid, shall be al- 
lowed a compensation of one per centum upon 
the amount thereof, for his trouble in and about 
the same. š 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person shall wilfully swear or affirm falsely touch- 
ing any matter hereinbefore required to be veri- 
fied by oath or affirmation, he shall suffer the 
pains and penalties which by law are prescribed 
for wilful and corrupt perjury, and if an officer, 
shall forfeit his office and be incapable of after- 
wards holding any office under the United States. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That it 
shall be the duty of the collectors aforesaid, in 
their respective districts, and they are hereby 
authorized, to collect the duties imposed by this 
act, and to prosecute for the recovery of the same, 
and for.the recovery of any sum or sums which 
may be forfeited by virtue of this act. And all 
fines, penalties, and forfeitures, which shall be 
incurred by force of this act, shall and may be 
sued for and recovered in the name of the United 
States, or of the collector within whose district 
any such fine, penalty, or forfeiture, shall have 
been incurred, by bill, plaint, or affirmation, one 
moiety thereof to the use of the United States, 
and the other moiety thereof to the use of the 
person who, if a collector, shall first discover, if 
other than a collector shall first inform of the 
cause, matter, or thing, whereby any such fine, 
penalty, or forfeiture, shall have been incurred ; 
and where the cause of action or complaint shall 
arise or accrue more than fifty miles distant from 
the nearest place by law established for the hold- 
ing ofa district court, within the district in which 
the same shall arise or accrue, such suit and re- 
covery may be had before any court of the State, 
holden within the said district, having jurisdiction 
in like cases. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That this 
act shall continue in force until the termination 
of the war in which the United States are now 
engaged with the United Kingdom of Great Brit- 
ain and Ireland, and the dependencies thereof, 
and for one year thereafter, and no longor. 

Approved, July 24, 1813. 


An Act to authorize the raising a corps of sea fencibles. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the President of the 
United States be and he is hereby authorized to 
raise, for such a term as he may think proper, not 
exceeding one year, as many companies of sea 
fencibles as he may deem necessary, not exceed- 
ing ten, who may be employed as well on land as 
on water, for the defence of the ports and harbors 
of the United States. 

Sec. 2, And be it further enacted, That each 
of the said companies of sea fencibles shall con- 
sist of one captain, one first, one second, one third 
lieutenant, one boatswain, six gunners, six quar- 
ter gunners, and ninety men. 


2733 


APPENDIX. 


2784 


Public Acts. of Congress. 


SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
commissioned officers shall receive the same pay 
and rations as officers of the same grade in the 
Army of the United States; that the boatswains, 
gunners, quarter gunners, and men shall receive 
the same pay and rations as warrant officers of 
the same grade and able seamen receive in the 
service of the United States. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
officers, warrant officers, boatswains, and men, 
raised pursuant to this act, shall be entitled to 
the like compensation in case of disability incurred 
by wounds or otherwise in the service of the Uni- 
ted States, as officers, warrant officers, and sea- 
men in the present naval establishment, and shall 
be subject to the rules and articles which have 
been or may hereafter be established by law, for 
the government of the Army of the United States. 

Sev. 5. And be it further enacted, That this 
act shall be and continue in force during the pres- 
ent war between the United States of America 
and their territories, and the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, and the dependencies 
thereof. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That, in the 
recess of the Senate, the President of the United 
States is hereby authorized to appoint all the of- 
ficers proper to be appointed under this act, which 


appointments shall be submitted to the Senate at: 


their next session for their advice and consent. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the 
sum of two hundred thousand dollars be and the 
same is hereby appropriated, to carry this act into 
effect, to. be paid out of any money in the Trea- 
sury not otherwise appropriated. 


Approved, July 26, 1813. 


An Act making an appropriation for finishing the. 


Senate Chamber and repairing the roof of the north 
wing of the Capitol. 


Be it enacted, $c., That a sum not exceeding 
nine thousand five hundred dollars be and the 
same is hereby appropriated, to be applied under 
the direction of the President of the United 
States, to finishing the Senate Chamber, and re- 
pairing the roof of the north wing of the Capitol; 
which sum shall be paid out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


Approved, July 26, 1813. 


An Act providing for the accommodation of the house- 
hold of the President of the United States. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the President of the 
United States be and he is hereby authorized to 
cause to be sold, such part of the furniture and 
equipage belonging to his household, as may be 
decayed and out of repair, and that the sum of 
fourteen thousand dollars, together with the pro- 
ceeds of such sales, be appropriated for the ac- 
commodation of the household of the President 
of the United States, to be laid out at his dis- 
cretion and under his direction. 

Approved, July 26, 1813, 


An Act fixing the time for the next meeting of Con- 
U gress. i 
Beit enacted, §c., That, after the adjournment. 
of the present session, the next meeting of Con- 
gress shall be on.the first Monday in December 
next. 
Approved, July 27, 1813. 


An Act to authorize the transportation of certain-docu- 
ments free of postage. : 

Be it enacted, $c., That the members of Con- 
gress, the Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk of 
the House of Representatives be and they are 
hereby respectively authorized to transmit, free 
of postage, the Message of the President of the 
United States of the twelfth day of July, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirteen, and the 
documents accompanying the same, printed by 
order of the Senate and by order of the House of 
Representatives, and the report of the Committee 
of Foreign Relations on the same, printed by 
order of the House of Representatives, to any 
post office within the United States and the ter- 
ritories thereof to which they may direct, any 
law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Approved, July 28, 1813. i 


An Act for the re$ of the ships called the Good 
Friends, the Amazbn, and the United States, and 
their cargoes; and also of Henry Bryce. 

Be it enacted, $c., That the owners of the ships 
called the Good Friends, the Amazon, and the 
United States, and of the cargoes on board said 
vessels, which vessels arrived in the month of 
April, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, 
in the district of Delaware, from Amelia Island, 
with cargoes that were shipped on board said 
vessels in the United Kingdom of Great Britain- 
and Ireland, shall be entitled to, and may avail 
themselves of all the benefits, privileges, and pro- 
visions of the act, entitled “An aet directing the. 
Secretary of the "Treasury to remit fines, forfeit- 
ures, and penalties, in certain cases,” passed on 
the second day of January last past, in like man- 
ner and on the same conditions as though said 
vessels had departed from the Kingdom aforesaid 
between the twenty-third day of June and the 
fifteenth day of September mentioned in said act, 
and had arrived within the United States after 
the first day of July last. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That Henry 
Bryce of Charleston, South Carolina, who im- 
ported certain goods, wares, and merchandise, in 
the ship Fernandina, into the district of South 
Carolina from Amelia Island, in the month of 
May, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, 
shall be entitled to, and may avail himself of all 
the benefits, privileges, and provisions of the act, 
entitled “An act directing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to remit fines, forfeitures, and penalties, 
in certain cases,” passed on the second day of 
January last past, in like manner and on the same 
conditions as though the said vessel had departed 
from the Kingdom of Great Britain between the 
twenty-third day of June and the fifteenth day of 
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-quality of pickled fish so laden on board, in vir- 
tue of such order or permit, to the officer or offi- 
cers granting the same. And the said exporter 
or exporters, when the lading is completed, and 
after returns thereof have been made as above 
directed, shall make oath, or affirmation, that the 
pickled fish expressed in such entry, and then 
actually laden on board the ship or vessel as 
therein expressed, are truly and bona fide of the 
fisheries of the United States, that they are truly 
intended to be exported as therein specified, and 
are not intended to be relanded within the limits 
of the United States; and shall also give bond in 
double the amount of the bounty or allowance to 
be received, with one or more sureties to the 
satisfaction of the colleetor of the port or place 
from which the said pickled fish are intended to 
be exported, conditioned that the same shall be 
landed and left at some foreign port or place 
without the limits aforesaid; which bonds shall: 
be cancelled at the same periods and in like 
manner as is provided in respect to bonds given 
on the exportation of goods, wares, and merchan- ' 
dise, entitled to drawback of duties: Provided 
always, That the said bounty or allowance shall 
not be paid until at least six months after the 
exportation of such pickled fish, to be computed 
from the date of the bond, and until the exporter 
or exporters thereof shall produce to the collector 
with’ whom such outward entry is made, such 
certificates or other satisfactory proof of the land- 
ing of the same as aforesaid, as is made necessary 
for cancelling the bonds given on the exportation 
of goods entitled to drawback: And provided 
also, That the bounty or allowance as aforesaid, 
shall not be paid unless the same shall amount to 
ten dollars at least upon each entry. : 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That no 
bounty, drawback, or allowance, shall be made 
under the authority of this act, unless it shall be 
proved to the satisfaction of the collector that 
the pickled fish for which the bounty, drawback, 
or allowance, shall be claimed, was wholly cured 
with foreign salt, and on which a duty shall have 
been secured or paid. ' 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That if any 
pickled fish shall be falsely or fraudulently entered 
with intent to obtain the bounty or allowance on 
their exportation as here provided, when the said 
fish are not entitled to the same, the said fish, or 
the value thereof, to be recovered of the person 
making such false entry, shall be forfeited. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the last day of December, one thousand 
eight hundred and fourteen, there shall be paid, 
on the last day of December, annually, to the 
owner of every vessel, or his agent, by the- col- 
lector of the district where such vessel may be- ` 
long, that shall be qualified agreeably to law for 
earrying on the bank and other codfisheries, and 
that shall actually have been employed therein 
at sea for the term of four months, at the least, of 
the fishing season next preceding, which season 
is acccounted to be from the last day of Febru- 
ary to the last day of November in every yeat; 
for each and every ton of such vessel's burden, 


September, mentioned in saidact, and had arrived 
within the United States after the first day of 


July last. 
. Approved, July 29, 1813. 


An Act laying a duty on imported salt; granting a 
bounty on pickled fish. exported, and allowances to 
certain vessels employed in the fisheries. 


Be it enacted, $c., That, from and after the 
first day of January next, a duty of twenty cents 
per bushel shall be laid, imposed, and collected, 
upon all salt imported from any foreign port or 
place.into the United States. In calculating the 
said duty, every fifty-six pounds of salt shall be 
computed as equal to one bushel. And the said 
duty shall be collected in the same manner, and 
under the same regulations, as the other duties 
laid on the importation of foreign goods, wares, 
and merchandise, into the United States: Pro- 
vided, That drawback shall in no case be allowed, 
and term of credit for the payment of duties shall 
be nine months. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, on all 
pickled fish of the fisheries of the United States, 
exported therefrom subsequent to the last day of 
December, one thousand eight hundred and four- 
teen, there shall be allowed and paid a bounty of 
twenty cents per barrel, to belfpaid by the collec- 
“tor of the district from which the same shall be 
so exported, without any deduction or abatement: 
Provided always, That, in order to entitle the ex- 

orter or exporters of such pickled fish to the 
Benefit of such bounty or allowance, the said ex- 

orter or exporters shall make entry with the col- 
lector and naval officer of the district from whence 
the said pickled fish are intended to be exported; 
and shall specify in such entry the names of 
the master and vessel in which, and the place 
where, such fish are intended to be exported, to- 
gether with the particular quantity; and proof 
shall be made to the satisfaction of the collector 
of the district from which such pickled fish are 
intended to be exported, and of the naval officer 
thereof, if any, that the same are of the fisheries 
of the United States; and no entry shall be re- 
ceived as aforesaid, of any pickled fish which 
have not been inspected and marked pursuant to 
the inspection laws of the respective States where 
reper laws are in force, in regard to any 
pickled fish, and the casks containing such fish 
shall be branded with the words “for bounty,” 
with the name of the inspector or packer, the 
species and quality of the fish contained therein, 
and the name of the port of exportation; and the 
collector of such district shall, together with the 
naval officer, where there is one, grant an order 
or permit for an inspector to examine the pickled 
fish as expressed in such entry, and if they cor- 
respond therewith, and the said officer is fully 
satisfied that they are of the fisheries of the Uni- 
ted States, to lade the same agreeably to such 
entry, on board the ship or vessel therein ex- 
pressed; which lading shall be performed under 
the superintendence of the officer examining the 
same, who shall make returns of the quantity and 


2737 


APPENDIX. 


2738 


Public Acts of Congress. 


aecording to her admeasurement, as licensed or 
enrolled, if of twenty tons, and not exceeding 
thirty tons, two dollars and forty cents; and if 
above thirty” tons, four dollars; of which allow- 
ance, aforesaid, three-eighth parts shall accrue 
and belong to the owner of such fishing vessel, 
and the other five-eighths thereof shall be divided 
by him, liis agent, or lawful representative. to and 
among the several fishermen, who shall have 
been employed in such vessel during the season 
aforesaid, or a part thereof, as the case may be, 
in such proportions as the fish they shall respect- 
ively have taken may bear to the whole quantity 
of fish taken on board such vessel during such 
season: Provided, That the allowance, afore- 
said, on any one vessel for one season, shall 
uet exceed two hundred and seventy-two dol- 
ars. 

Suc. 6. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the last day of December, one thousand 
eight hundred and fourteen, there shall also be 
paid on the last day of December, annually, to 
the owner of every fishing boat or vessel of more 
than five tons, and less than twenty tons, or to 
his agent, or Jawful representative, by the col- 
lector of the district where such boat or vessel 
may belong, the sum of one dollar and sixty 
cents upon every ton admeasurement of such 
boat or vessel, which allowance shall be account- 
ed for as part of the proceeds of the fares of said 
boat or vessel, and shall, accordingly, be so di- 
vided among all persons interested therein: Pro- 
vided, however, That this allowance shall be made 
only to such boats or vessels as shall have been 
actually employed at sea in the codfishery, for 
the term of four months, at the least, of the pre- 
ceding season: And provided, also, That such 
boat or vessel shall have landed, in the course of 
said preceding season, a quantity of fish not less 
than twelve quintals for every ton of her ad- 
measurement; the said quantity of fish to be as- 
certained when dried and cured fit for exporta- 
tion, and according to the weight thereof, as the 
same shall weigh at the time of delivery, when 
actually sold, which account of the weight, with 
the original adjustment and settlement of the fare 
or fares among the owners and fishermen, togeth- 
er with a written account of the length, breadth, 
and depth of said boat or vessel, and the time 
she has actually been employed in the fishery in 
the preceding season, shall, in all cases, be pro- 
duced and sworn or affirmed to before the said 
collector of the district, ia order to entitle the 
owner, his agent, or lawful representative, to re- 
ceive the allowances aforesaid. And if, at any 
time within one year after payment of such al- 
lowance, it shall appear that any fraud or deceit 
has been practised in obtaining the same, the boat 
or vessel upon which such allowance shall have 
been paid, if found within the district aforesaid, 
shall be forfeited; otherwise, the owner or own- 
ers, having practised such fraud or deceit, shall 
forfeit and pay one hundred dollars, to be sued 
for, recovered, and distributed in the same man- 
ner as forfeitures and penalties are to be sued for 
recovered and distributed for any breach of the 


act, entitled “An act to regulate the collection of 
duties on imports and tonnage.” 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the 
owner or owners of every fishing vessel of twenty 
tons and upwards, his or their agent, or lawful 
representative, shall, previous to receiving the al- 
lowance made by this act, produce to the col- 
lector who is authorized to pay the same, the 
original agreement or agreements which may 
have been made with the fishermen employed on 
board such vessel, as is hereinbefore required, and, 
also, a certificate, to be by him or them subscribed, 
therein mentioning the particular days on which, 
such vessel sailed and returned on the several 
voyages or fares she may have made in the pre- 
ceding fishing season, to the truth of which he or 
they shall swear or affirm before the collector 
aforesaid. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That no 
ship or vessel of twenty tons or upwards, em- 
ployed as aforesaid, shall be entitled to the allow- 
ance granted by this act, unless the skipper or 
masler thereof shall, before he proceeds on any 
fishing voyage, make an agreement in writing, or 
in print, with every fisherman employed therein 
according to the provisions of the act, entitled 
“An act for the government of persons In certain 
fisheries,” . 

Src. 9. And be it further enacted, That any 
person who shall make any false declaration in 
any oath or affirmation required by this act, being 
duly convicted thereof in any court of the United 
States having jurisdiction of such offence, shall 
be deemed guilty of wilful and corrupt perjury, 
and shall be punished accordingly. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That this 
act shall continue in force until the termination’ 
of the war in which the United States are now 
engaged with the United Kingdom of Great Brit- 
ain and Ireland, and the dependencies thereof, and 
for one year thereafter and no longer. 


Approved, July 29, 1813. 


An Act supplementary to the acts heretofore passed on 
the subject of an uniform rule of naturalization. 


Be it enacted, &$c., That persons resident with- 
in the United States, or the territories thereof, on 
the eighteenth day of June, in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and twelve, who had, before 
that day, made a declaration, according to law, 
of their intentions to become citizens of the Uni- 
ted States, or who, by the existing laws of the 
United States, were on that day entitled to be- 
come citizens, without making such declaration, 
may be admitted to become citizens thereof, not- 
withstanding they shall be alien enemies, at the 
times and in the manner prescribed by the laws 
heretofore passed on that subject: Provided, That 
nothing herein contained shall be taken or con- 
strued to interfere with or prevent the apprehen- 
sion and removal, agreeably to law, of any alien 
enemy at any time previous to the actual natural- 
ization of such alien. 


Approved, July 30,1818. 
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An Act to lay and collect a direct tax within the Uni- 
ted States. 


Be it enacted, $c., That a direct tax of three 
millions of dollars shall be, and is hereby, laid 
upon the United States, and apportioned to the 
States respectively, in the manner following: 

To the State of New Hampshire, ninety-six 
thousand seven hundred ninety-three dollars and 
thirty-seven cents. 

To the State of Massachusetts, three hundred 
sixteen. thousand two hundred seventy dollars 
and ninety-eight cents. 

To the State of Rhode Island, thirty-four thou- 
sand seven hundred two dollars and eighteen cents. 

To the State of Connecticut, one hundred 
eighteen thousand one hundred sixty-seven dol- 
lars and seventy one cents. 

To the State of Vermont, ninety-eight thou- 
sand three hundred forty-three dollars and sev- 
enty-one cents. 

To the State of New York, four hundred thirty 
thousand one hundred forty-one dollars and six- 
ty-two cents, 

To the State of New Jersey, one hundred 
eight thousand eight hundred seventy-one dollars 
and eighty-three cents. 

To the State of Pennsylvania, three hundred 
sixty-five thousand four hundred seventy-nine 
dollars and sixteen cents. 

To the State of Delaware, thirty-two thousand 
forty-six dollars and twenty-five cents. 

To the State of Maryland, one hundred fifty- 
‘one thousand six hundred twenty-three dollars 
and ninety-four cents. 

To the State of Virginia, three hundred six- 
ty nine thousand eighteen dollars and forty-four 
cents. 

To the State of Kentucky, one hundred sixty- 
eight thousand nine hundred twenty-eight dollars 
and seventy-six cents. . 

To the State of Ohio, one hundred four thou- 
sand one hundred fifty dollars and fourteen cents. 

To the State of North Carolina, two hundred 
twenty thousand two hundred thirty-eight dollars 
and twenty-eight cents, 

To the State of Tennessee, one hundred ten 
thousand eighty-six dollars and fifty-five cents. 

To the State of South Carolina, one hundred 
fifty-one thousand nine hundred five dollars and 
forty-eight cents. 

To the State of Georgia, ninety-four thousand 
nine hundred thirty-six dollars and forty-nine 
cents. 

And to the State of Louisiana, twenty-eight 
thousand two hundred ninety-five dollars and 
eleven cents. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
quotas or portions payable by the States respect- 
ively, shall be laid and apportioned on the sev- 
eral counties and State districts of the said States, 
as defined with respect to the boundaries of the 
said counties and State districts, by an act, enti- 

tled “An act for the assessment and collection of 
direct taxes and internal duties,” in the manner 
following: 


In the State of New Hampshire-—-On the 


county of Rockingham, twenty-five thousand. 
two hundred ninety-eight dollars and eighty-nine 
cents. . 

On the county of Strafford, seventeen thou- 
sand six hundred ninety-eight dollars and sixty- 
six cents. 

On the county of Hillsborough, twenty thou- 
sand two hundred nineteen dollars and sixteen 
cents. 

On the county of Cheshire, nineteen thousand 
three hundred eighteen dollars and three cents. 

On the county of Grafton, eleven thousand 
nine hundred ten dollars and forty-three cents. 

And on the county of Coos, two thousand 
three hundred forty-eight dollars and twenty 
cents. 

In the State of Massachusetts.—On the county 
of Washington, two thousand six hundred twen- 
ty-three dollars and fifty-nine cents. . 

On the county of Hancock, nine thousand one 
hundred ninety dollars and sixty-five cents. 

On the county of Lincoln, thirteen thousand 
six hundred seventy-two dollars. 

On the county of Kennebeck, nine thousand 
six hundred ninety-six dollars and fifty-two | 
cents. 

On the county of Somerset, three thousand 
five hundred four dollars and sixty-three cents. 

On the county of. Oxford, five thousand five 
hundred fifty-nine dollars and sixty cents. 

On the county of Cumberland, fifteen thousand 


'seven hundred eighty-seven dollars and ninety- 


nine cents. 

On the county of York, fourteen thousand one 
hundred seventy-five dollars and three cents. 

On the county of Essex, forty-one thousand 
six hundred forty-three dollars and one cent. 

On the county of Middlesex, twenty-six thou- 
sand four hundred thirty-three dollars and forty- 
five cents. i 

On the county of Suffolk, forty-three thousand 
six hundred seventy-six dollars and eighty-three 
cents. 

On the county of Norfolk, fifteen thousand six 
hundred twenty-nine dollars and. eighty-eight 
cents. 

On the county of Plymouth, fourteen thousand 
four hundred seventy-eight dollars and sixty-seven 
cents, 

On the county of Bristol, fourteen thousand 
four hundred sixty-nine dollars and sixteen cents. 

On the county of Barnstable, six thousand five 
hundred fifty-three dollars, i 

On the county of Dukes, one thousand one 
hundred seventy-three dollars and thirty-three 
cents. 

On the county of Nantucket, four thousand 
nine hundred twenty-four dollars and thirty-one 
cents. 

On the county of Worcester, thirty thousand 
one hundred seventy-one dollars and seventy-one 
cents. 

‘On the counties of Hampshire, Franklin, and 
Hampden, twenty-nine thousand six hundred 
thirty-four dollars and five cents. 

And on the county of Berkshire, thirteen thou- 
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sand two hundred seventy-three dollars and fifty- 
seven cents. : 

In the State of Vermont.—On the county of 
Windham, eleven thousand eight hundred sixty- 
seven dollars and eighty-five cents. 

On the county of Windsor, fifteen thousand 
five hundred forty-two dollars and thirty-two 
cents. 

On the county of Orange, eleven thousand 
seven hundred eighty-four dollars and five cents. 

On the county of Caledonia, seven thousand 
six hundred forty-three dollars and eighty-four 
cents, 

On the county of Orleans, two thousand one 
hundred twenty-eight dollars and ten cents. 

On the county of Essex, one thousand one hun- 
dred ninety-seven dollars and ninety-six cents. 

On the county of Bennington, eight thousand 
three hundred ninety dollars and twelve cents, 

On the county of Rutland, fourteen thousand 
thirty-six dollars and eighty-nine cents. 

On the county of Addison, ten thousand seven- 
ty-nine dollars and eleven cents. 

On the county of Grand Isle, one thousand 
five hundred. fifty-three dollars and thirty-seven 
cents, 

On the county of Franklin, five thousand eight 
hundred ninety dollars and forty cents. 

And on the county of Chittenden, eight thou- 
sand two hundred twenty-nine dollars and sev- 
eny cents. 

n the State of Rhode Island.—On the county 
of Providence, fourteen thousand five hundred 
sixty dollars. 

On the county of Newport, eight thousand fif- 
ty-six dollars. 

On the county of Washington. five thousand 
three hundred ninety-four dollars. 

On the county of Kent, four thousand two 
hundred ninety-five dollars. 

And on the county of Bristol, two thousand 
three hundred ninety-five dollars and eighteen 
cents, 

In the State of Connecticut.—On the county of 
Litchfield, nineteen thousand sixty-five dollars 
and seventy-two cents. 

On the county of Fairfield, eighteen thousand 
eight hundred ten dollars and fifty-six cents. 

On the county of New Haven, sixteen thou- 
sand seven hundred twenty-three dollars and ten 
cents. 

On the county of Harford, nineteen thousand 
six hundred three dollars and two cents. 

On the county of New London, thirteen thou- 
sand three hundred ninety-two dollars and four 
cents. 

On the county of Middlesex, nine tliousand 
sixty-four dollars and twenty cents. 

On the county of Windham, fourteen thousand 
five hundred twenty-four dollars and thirty-eight 
cents, 

And on the county of Tolland, six thousand 
nine hundred eighty-four dollars and sixty-nine 
cents. 

in the State of New York.—On the county of 
Suffolk, nine thousand thirty dollars. 


On Queens county, nine thousand two hun- 
dred fifty dollars. i 

On Kings county, six thousand nine hundred 
thirty dollars. 

On the city and county of New York, one hun- 
dred nine thousand two hundred thirty dollars. 

On the county of Westchester, thirteen thou- 
sand one hundred twenty dollars. 

On the county of Dutchess, twenty-four thou- 
sand one hundred forty dollars. 

On the county of Orange, fifteen thousand dol- 
lars. 

On the county of Rockland, two thousand six 
hundred eighty dollars. 

On the county of Ulster, ten thousand six hun- 
dred seventy dollars. 

On the county of Sullivan, two thousand four 
hundred fifty dollars. 

On the county of Schoharie, five thousand six 
hundred ninety dollars. 

On the county of Columbia, fourteen thousand 
six hundred dollars. 

On the county of Rensselaer, fifteen thousand 
one hundred ninety dollars. 

On the county of Washington, fifteen thou- 
sand six hundred fifty-one dollars sixty-two cents. 

On the county of Saratoga, nine thousand eight 
hundred thirty dollars. 

On the county of Essex, two thousand seven 
hundred dollars. 

On the county of Clinton, two thousand two 
hundred eighty dollars. 

On the county of Franklin, seven hundred sev- 
euty dollars. 

On the county of Albany, nineteen thousand 
four hundred twenty dollars. 

On the county of Schenectady, four thousand 
one hundred dollars. 

On the county of Montgomery, sixteen tliou- 
sand four hundred twenty dollars. 

On the county of Herkimer, seven thousand 
ninety dollars. 

On the county of Oneida, thirteen thousand 
three hundred dollars. 

On the county of Lewis, one thousand nine 
hundred sixty dollars. 

On the county of Jefferson, four thousand six 
hundred ten dollars. ; 

On the county of St. Lawrence, three thousand 
dollars. 

On the county of Otsego, eleven thousand six 
hundred ninety dollars. 

On the county of Chenango, six thousand one 
hundred twenty dollars. 

On the county of Madison, seven thousand four 
hundred thirty dollars. 

On the county of Tioga, one thousand nine 
hundred thirty dollars. 

On the county of Broome, one thousand nine 
hundred ninety dollars. 

On the county of Steuben, one thousand seven 
hundred seventy dollars. 

On the county of Onandago, seven, thousand 
eight hundred sixty dollars. 

On the county of Cortland, two thousand one 
hundred seventy dollars. 


2743 


APPENDIX. 


2744 


Public Acts.of Congress. 


On the county of Cayuga, nine thousand two 
hundred ninety dollars. 

On the county of Seneca, five thousand dol- 
lars. 

- On the county of Ontario, fourteen thousand 
two hundred seventy dollars. 

On the county of Genesee, 
dollars. 

“On the county of Niagara, three thousand one 
hundred ninety dollars. — . 

On the county of Allegheny, four hundred sev- 
enty dollars. 

On the county of Richmond, two thousand two 
hundred twenty dollars. 

On the county of Greene, seven thousand eight 
hundred fifty dollars. 

And on the county of Delaware, five thousand 
four hundred ninety dollars. 

In the State of New Jersey.—On the county of 
Bergen, seven thousand twenty-seven dollars and 
thirty cents. | 

On the county of Essex, nine thousand nine 
hundred nine dollars and eight cents. 

On the county of Somerset, seven thousand 
two hundred thirty-three dollars and twenty-eight 
cents, ` 

On the county of Middlesex, nine thousand 
one hundred eighty-two dollars fifty-two cents. 

On the county of Sussex, eleven thousand 
twenty-two dollars and seventy-three cents. ` 

On the county of Morris, eight thousand eight 
hundred eighteen dollars and twenty-nine cents. 

On the county of Hunterdon, twelve thousand 
two hundred fifty-one dollars and seventy-eight 
cents. 

On the county of Burlington, eleven thousand 
nine hundred twenty-nine dollars and thirty-six 
cents, 

On the county of Gloucester, eight thousand 
eight hundred twenty-three dollars and sixty- 
three cents. 

On the county of Monmouth, ten thousand two 
hundred four dollars and twelve cents. 

On the county of Cumberland, four thousand 
three hundred fifty-seven dollars and sixteen cents. 

On the county of Salem, six thousand five hun- 
dred twenty-eight dollars and seventeen cents. 

On the county of Cape May, one thousand five 
hundred eighty-four dollars and forty-one cents. 

In the State of Pennsylvania.—On the city of 
Philadelphia, seventy-nine thousand five hundred 
doliars. 

On the county of Philadelphia, thirty-eight 
thousand two hundred thirty dollars. 

On the county of Chester, eighteen thousand 
two hundred seventy dollars. 

On the county of Delaware, seven thousand 
sixty dollars. 

On the county of Montgomery, fifteen thousand 
three hundred dollars. 

On the county of Bucks, sixteen thousand six 
hundred dollars. 

On the gounty of Lancaster, thirty-seven thou- 
sand four hundred dollars. 


On the county of York, eleven thousand five 
hundred forty dollars. 


four thousand eighty 


On the county of Adams, five thousand four 
hundred fifty dollars. 

On the county of Northampton, eleven thou- 
sand one hundred forty dollars. 

On the county of Wayne, two thousand six 
hundred forty dollars. 

On the county of Berks, twenty-one thousand 
five hundred fifty dollars. 

On the county of Dauphin, seventeen thousand 
six hundred fifty dollars. 

On the county of Cumberland, ten thousand 
three hundred dollars. 

On the county of Franklin, nine thousand dol- 
lars. 

On the county of Northumberland, seven thou- 
sand five hundred eighty dollars. 

On the county of Mifflin, three thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

On the county of Huntingdon, three thousand 
seventy dollars. 

On the county of Bedford, two thousand six 
hundred ten dollars. 

On the county of Somerset, two thousand 
dollars. . 

On the county of Cambria, four hundred dol- 
lars. 

On the county of Fayette, four thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

On the county of Greene, two thousand one 
hundred thirty dollars. 

On the county of Washington, six thousand 
nine hundred twenty dollars. 

On the county of Alleghany, five thousand two 
hundred ten dollars. 

On thecounty of Armstrong, one thousand two 
hundred fifty dollars. 

On the county of Westmoreland, five thousand 
four hundred forty dollars. 

On the counties of Indiana and Jefferson, one 
thousand three hundred twenty dollars. 

'. On the county of Centre, three thousand one 
hundred fifty dollars. ; 

On the counties of Clearfield, Potter, and Mc- 
Kean, three hundred dollars. 

On the county of Luzerne, having the same 
limits as before the formation of the counties of 
Susquehanna and Bradford, two thousand seven 
hundred twenty dollars. 

On the county of Lycoming, having the same 
limits as before the formation of the county of 
Bradford, two thousand five hundred dollars. 

On the county of Tioga, three hundred eighty- 
nine dollars and sixteen cents. 

On the county of Mercer, one thousand seven 
hundred ten dollars. 

On the county of Butler, one thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

On the county of Beaver, two thousand five 
hundred ten dollars. 

On the county of Crawford, one thousand two 
hundred sixty dollars. 

-On the counties of Venango and Warren, eight 
hundred dollars. 

On the county of Erie, seven hundred eighty 
dollars. 

In the State of Delaware.—On the county of 
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Newcastle, twelve thousand two hundred eight 
dollars and eight cents. a 

On the county of Kent, ten thousand six hun- 
dred eighty-two dollars and seven cents. 

And on the county of Sussex, nine thousand 
one hundred fifty-six dollars and six cents. 

In the State of Maryland.—On the county of 
emeret five thousand five hundred forty dol- 
ars. i 

On the county of Worcester, four thousand 
nine hundred ten dollars. 

On the county of Dorchester, five thousand five 
hundred ten dollars. 

On the county of Talbot, four thousand one 
hundred forty dollars. 

On the county of Queen Anne, five thousand 
six hundred thirty dollars. 

On the county of Caroline, two thousand two 
hundred fifty dollars. 

On the county of Kent, four thousand two 
hundred thirteen dollars and ninety-four cents. 

On the county of Cecil, five thousand nine hun- 
dred fifty dollars, 

On the county of Harford, five thousand three 
hundred fifty dollars. 

On the city and county of Baltimore, forty- 
eight thousand six hundred seventy dollars. 

On the county of Anne Arundel, nine thousand 
eight hundred ten dollars. 

On the county of Prince George, seven thou- 
sand six hundred ninety dollars. 

On the county of Calvert, two thousand four 
hundred ten dollars. 

On the county of St. Mary, three thousand 
nine hundred fifty dollars. 

On the county of Charles, six thousand seven 
hundred forty dollars. 

On the county of Montgomery, five thousand 
one hundred ten dollars. 

On the county of Frederick, fourteen thousand 
one hundred seventy dollars. 

On the county of Washington, seven thousand 
three hundred seventy dollars. 

And on the county of Alleghany, two thousand 
two hundred ten dollars. 

In the State of Virginia.—On the county of 
Lee, three hundred forty-seven dollars and fifty 
cents, 

On the county of Washington, one thousand 
eight hundred ninety-four dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Grayson, two hundred thirty- 
three dollars and fifi cents. 

On the county of Russell, one thousand three 
hundred thirty-six dollars. 

On the county of Wythe, one thousand five 
hundred thirty-eight dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Tazewell, one thousand two 
hundred sixty-seven dollars. 

On the county of Botetourt, three thousand one 
hundred fourteen dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Montgomery, one thousand 
three hundred twelve dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Giles, five hundred forty dol- 
lars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Monroe, 
dollars and fifty cents. 


, On the county of Greenbrier, one: thousand six 
hundred fifty dollars and forty-four cents. 

On the county of Kenhawa, two thousand one 
hundred sixty-seven dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Cabell, one thousand five 
hundred forty-six dollars and fifty cents. - 

On the- county of Mason, one thousand one 
hundred thirty dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Randolph, five thousand four 
hundred sixty-five dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Harrison, two thousand six 
hundred seventy-two dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Wood, one thousand three 
hundred thirty-eight dollars and fifty cents. 

On: the county of Monongalia, two thousand 
nine hundred ninety-two dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Ohio, one thousand nine hun- 
dred seven dollars and fifty cents. 3 

On the county of Brooke, one thousand one 
hundred ninety-five dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Bath, two thousand three 
hundred five dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Pendleton, one thousand four 
hundred twenty-eight dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Hardy, two thousand one 
hundred twenty-six dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Hampshire, three thousand 
seven hundred ninety-five dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Rockbridge, three thousand 
three hundred ninety-one dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Augusta, six thousand seven 
hundred thirty-nine dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Rockingham, six thousand 
one hundred sixty-two dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Shenandoah, five thousand 
nine hundred seventy-eight dollars and fifty 
cents. 

On the county of Frederick, eleven thousand 
eight hundred seventy-six dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Berkley and on the county 
of Jefferson, thirteen thousand twenty-two dollars 
and fifty cents. 

On the county of Bedford, five thousand two 
hundred thirty-three dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Patrick, seven hundred sev- 
enty dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Henry, one thousand three 
hundred four dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Franklin, two thousand four 
dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Campbell, three thousand 
eight hundred fifty-two dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Charlotte, four thousand 
ninety dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Pittsylvania, four thousand 
three hundred sixty-three dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Halifax, six thousand seven 
hundred eighty-six dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Mecklenberg, six thousand 
eight hundred sixty-six dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Lunenberg, three thousand 
eight hundred twenty-one dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Brunswick, four thousand 
eight hundred seventy-nine dollars and fifty cents. 


one thousand thirty: On the county of Nottoway, four thousand 
ei 


ght hundred twenty-two dollars and fifty cents. 
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On the county of Prince Edward, four thou- 
sand four hundred fourteen dollars and fifty 
cents. 

On the county of Buckingham, five thousand 
seven hundred forty-one dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Cumberland, four thousand 
seven hundred fifteen dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Amelia, five thousand two 
dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Powhatan, three thousand 
eight hundred ninety-nine dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Chesterfield, six thousand 
four hundred forty dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Dinwiddie and town of Pe- 
tersburg, eight thousand one hundred ninety-two 
dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Prigce George, two thousand 
nine hundred eighty-eight dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Greenville, two thousand six 
hundred thirty-five dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Sussex, three thousand nine 
hundred forty-five dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Southampton, four thousand 
six hundred fifty-six dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Surry, two thousand two 
hundred forty-four dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Isle of Wight, two thousand 
six hundred eighty-eight dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Nansemond, three thousand 
two hundred three dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county and borough of Norfolk, nine 
thousand eight hundred fifty-seven dollars and 
fly cents, 

n the county of Princess Anne, two thousand 
four hundred seventeen dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Elizabeth City, eight hundred 
thirty-nine dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Warwick, eight hundred fifty- 
five dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of York, one thousand three 
hundred seventy-three dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of James City, one thousand five 
hundred thirty-five dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of New Kent, two thousand 
six hundred eighty-seven dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Charles City, two thousand 
one hundred fifty-four dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Henrico, eight thousand fifty 
dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Goochland, four thousand 
five hundred fifty-five dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Hanover, six thousand forty- 
nine dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Amherst and on the county 
of Nelson, nine thousand five hundred and thirteen 
dollars. 

On the county of Albemarle, nine thousand 
four hundred ninety-seven dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Fluvannah, two thousand one 
hundred thirty-one dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Orange, five thousand two 
hundred six dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Madison, four thousand two 
hundred forty-seven dollars and fifty cents. 

, On the county of Culpepper, eight thousand 

six hundred ninety-two dollars and fifty cents. 


On the county of Fauquier, eight thousand nine 
hundred forty dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Prince William, five thousand 
two hundred forty one dollars and fifty cents, 

On the county of Stafford, three thousand five 
hundred seventy-nine dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Loudon, eight thousand one 
hundred thirty dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Fairfax, six thousand three 
hundred fifty-four dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Spottsylvania, six thousand 
two hundred sixty-two dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Louisa, four thousand four 
hundred twenty-five dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Caroline, seven thousand one 
hundred four dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of King George, two thousand 
seven hundred thirty-six dollars and fifty cents. 

On thecounty of Westmoreland, three thousand 
five hundred and fourteea dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Richmond, two thousand six 
hundred twenty-four dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Northumberland, three thou- 
sand sixteen dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Lancaster, one thousand nine 
hundred fifty-four dollars and fifty cents, 

On the county of King William, three thousand 
four hundred fifty-four ollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of King and Queen, two thou- 
sand eight hundred sixty dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Essex, three thousand three 
hundred thirty-six dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Middlesex, one thousand nine 
hundred forty-one dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Gloucester, three thousand 
three hundred ninety-seven dollars and fifty 
cents. 

On the county of Matthews, one thousand six 
hundred eleven dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Accomac, five thousand one 
hundred thirty-nine dollars and fifty cents. 

And on the county. of Northampton, three thou- 
sand one hundred seven dollars and fifty cents. 

In the State of North Carolina.—On the county 
of Currituck, two thousand two hundred four 
dollars and eighty-six cents, 

On the county of Camden, two thousand four 
hundred sixty-two dollars and ninety-five cents. 

On the county of Pasquotank, three thousand 
four hundred ninety-three dollars and ninety-six 
cents, 

On the county of Perqu@mans, two thousand 
one hundred seventy dollars and eighty-five cents. 

On the county of Gates, two thousand one hun- 
dred thirty-four dollars and twenty cents. 

On the county of Chowan, two thousand six 
hundred forty-two dollars and seventy cents. 

On the county of Hartford, two thousand nine 
hundred fifty-six dollars and thirteen cents. 

On the county of Bertie, five thousand two 
hundred sixty-seven dollars and twenty-seven 
cents, 

On the county of Northampton, six thousand 
seven hundred sixty dollars and eighty-eight cents. 

On the county of Halifax,seven thousand seven 
hundred twenty dollars and ninety-seven cents. 
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On the county of Washington, one thousand 
eight hundred fifty dollars. j 

On the county of Tyrrel, one thousand three 
hundred ninety-one dollars and forty-eight cents. 

On the county of Hyde, two thousand three 
hundred eighty-six dollars and sixty-five cents. 

On the county of Pitt, three thousand four hun- 
dred ninety-six dollars and forty-two cents. 

On the county of Edgecombe, six thousand 
sixty-six dollars and eighty-nine cents. 

On the county of Beaufort, two thousand eiglit 
hundred twenty-four dollars and.sixty-five cents. 

On the country of Green, one thousand six hun- 
dred forty-five dollars and ninety-four cents. 

On the county of Craven, five thousand five 
hundred fifty-seven dollars and sixty-five cents. 

On the county of Carteret, one thousand three 
hundred seventy-three dollars and twelve cents. 

On the county of Jones, two thousand two 
hundred thirty-three dollars seventy-nine cents. 

On the county of Lenoir, two thousand one 
hundred seventy-eight dollars and ninety cents. 

On the county of Johnson, three thousand two 
hundred sixty-three dollars and fifteen cents. 

On the county of Wayne,three thousand thirty- 
four dollars and thirty-five cents. 

On the county of Warren, five thousand five 
hundred twenty-fivedollars and thirty-three cents. 

On the county of Franklin, four thousand five 
hundred seventy-six dollars and ninety-five cents. 

On the county of Nash, two thousand nine hun- 
dred eighty-eight dollars and thirty-three cents. 

, On the county of Granville, six thousand four 
hundred forty-four dollars and thirty-nine cents. 

On the county of Onslow, two thousand two 
hundred thirty-fuur dollars and eleven cents. 

On the county of New Hanover, six thousand 
six hundred ninety dollars and eleven cents. 

On the county of Duplin, three thousand two 
hundred thirty-seven dollars and seventy-one 
cents, 

On the county of Sampson, two thousand nine 
hundred fifty-one dollars and thirty-nine cents. 

On the county of Brunswick, one thousand 
nine hundred eighty-three dollars and sixty-eight 
cents. & 

On the county of Bladen, two thousand seven 
hundred two dollars and eighty-three cents. 

On the county of Columbus, one thousand two 
hundred thirty-five dollars and fifteen cents, 

On the county of Cumberland, five thousand 
six hundred thirty-eight dollars and eighty-four 
cents. 

On the county of Robeson, three thousand three 
hundred twenty-three dollars and fourteen cents. 

On the county of Montgomery, two thousand 
eight hundred seventy-five dollars and three cents. 

On the county of Richmond, two thousand 
three hundred eighty-three dollars and thirty-nine 
cents. 

On the county of Anson, two thousand seven 
hundred ninety-two dollars and twenty-seven 
cents, 

On the county of Moore, two thousand three 
hundred ninety-seven dollars and ninety-two 
cents. 


On the county of Orange, seven thousand three 
hundred sixty-six dollars and fifty cents. 

On the county of Wake, six thousand four 
hundred forty-three dollais and fifty-four cents. 

On the county of Person, two thousand eight 
hundred fifty-one dollars and fifty seven cents. 

On the county of Rockingham, three thousand 
nine hundred sixty-two dollars and forty-seven 
cents. 

On the county of Caswell, four thousand sixty- 
seven dollars and ninety-nine cents, 

On the county of Guilford, four thousand four 
hundred ninety-one dollars and sixty-six cents. 

On the county of Stokes, three thousand eight 
hundred forty-two dollars and thirty-eight cents. 

On the county of Rowan, eight thousand eight 
hundred seventy-two dollars and thirteen cents. 

On the county of Randolph, two thousand seven 
hundred sixty-four dollars and ninety-five cents. 

On the county of Chatham, four thousand three 
hundred thirty-seven dollars eighty-three cents. 

On the county of Lincoln, five thousand six 
hundred fifty-two dollars and sixty-five cents, 

On the county of Mecklenburg, five thousand 
four hundred sixty-three dollars and sixty-three 
cents. 

On the county of Cabarrus, two thousand six 
huudred forty-five dollars and seventy cents. 

On the county of Buncombe, two thousand 
eight hundred sixty dollars and forty-eight cents, 

On the county of Haywood, eight hundred 
six dollars and eighteen cents. 

On the county of Burke, two thousand seven 
hundred sixty-four dollars and ninety-two cents. 

On the county of Rutherford, three thousand 
nine hundred seventeen dollars and fifty-three 
cents. , 

On the county of Surry, three thousand three 
hundred ninety-seven dollars and eighty-one cents. 

On the county of Wilkes, one thousand eight 
hundred seven dollars and twenty-eight cents. 

On the county of Ashe, seven hundred twenty- 
four dollars and thirty-four cents. 

And on the county of Iredell, three thousand 
eight hundred twelve dollars and sixty-one cents, 

In the State of Ohio.—On the county of Ross, 
three thousand eight hundred seventeen dollars 
and forty-nine cents. 

On the county of Highland, eight hundred 
seventy-five dollars and twenty-one cents. 

On the country of Clinton, four hundred ninety- 
one dollars and thirty-one cents. 

On the county of Madison, four hundred one 
dollars and thirty seven cents. 

On the county of Champaign, eight hundred 
twelve dollars and sixty-one cents. 

On the county of Greene, one thousand five 
hundred seventeen dollars and fourteen cents. 

On the county of Delaware, six hundred ninety- 
one dollars and seventy-two cents. 

On the county of Franklin, one thousand five 
hundred seventy-three dollars and ninety cents. 

On the county of Tuscarawas, four hundred 
five dollars and eighty-eight cents. 

On the county of Knox, four hundred dollars 
and thirty-two cents. 
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On the counties of Columbiana and Stark, two 
thousand. six hundred eighty-seven dollars and 
forty-two cents. : 

.On the county of Jefferson, one thousand nine 
hundred eighty-eight dollars and forty-two cents. 

On the county of Warren, two thousand ninety- 
nine dollars and fourteen cents. 

On the county of Scioto, four hundred twelve 
dollars and twenty-seven cents. 

On the county of Licking, seven hundred eighty- 
nine dollars and thirteen cents. 

Ori the county of Guernsey, two hundred thirty- 
seven dollars and forty-four cents. _ 

On the county of Montgomery, one thousand 
five hundred fifty-six dollars and one cent. 

On the county of Washington, one thousand 
seven hundred forty-two dollars and nine cents. 

On the county of Muskingum, one thousand 
five hundred forty seven dollars and forty-eight 
cents. 

_ On the county of Pickaway, one thousand two 
hundred two dollars and eighty-five cents. 

On the county of Belmont, one thousand one 
hundred seventy-one dollars and forty-one cents. 

On the county of Adams, one thousand four 
hundred thirty-three dollars and forty-one cents. 

On the county of Clermont, one thousand six 
hundred ninety-seven dollars eighty-eight cents. 

On the county of Hamilton, two thousand eight 
hundred seventy-five dollars and seventy-nine 
cents, 

On the county of Miami, four hundred twenty- 
one dollars and ten cents. 

On the county of Preble, three hundred twenty- 
six dollars and fifty two cents. 

On the county of Butler, one thousand three 
hundred fifty-seven dollars and twelve cents. 

On the county of Athens, two hundred seventy- 
two dollars and three cents. 

On the county of Gallia, five hundred two dol- 
lars and fifty-seven cents. 

On the county of Portage, one thousand four 
hundred sixty-four dollars and sixty-five cents. 

On the county of Geauga, eight hundred fifty - 
two dollars and twenty-one cents, 

On the county of Cayahoga, five hundred eight- 
een dollars and fifty-four cents. 

On the county of Trumbull, including Ashta- 
bula, two thousand two hundred seventy dollars 
and four cents, 

; On the county of Fairfield, one thousand nine 
hundred twenty-four dollars and sixty-one cents. 

And on the county of Fayette, two hundred 
eighty-three dollars and fifteen cents. 

Which several quotas on the counties of the 
State of Ohio, are exclusively of the taxes on 
land lying in the said counties respectively, and 
owned by persons not residing in the State. 

And on lands owned by persons not residing in 
the State, sixty one thousand five hundred twenty- 
nine dollars and ninety-one cents. 

In the State of Kentucky—On the county of 
Clarke, four thousand eight hundred sixteen dol- 
lars and eighty-three cents. 

On ‘the county of Estill, three hundred fifty- 

four dollars and twelve cents. 


On thecounty of Montgomery, two thousand six 
hundred fifty-eight dollars and ninety-five cents. 

On the county of Bath, one thousand two hun- 
dred twelve dollars and ninety-two cents. 

On the county of Fleming, two thousand four 
hundred forty-eight dollars and eighty-nine cents. 

On the county of Greenup, eight hundred sev- 
enty-four dollars and ninety-six cents. 

On the county of Floyd, six hundred sixty-five 
dollars and sixty cents. 

On the county of Fayette, fourteen thousand 
five hundred eighty-five dollars and twenty-eight 
cents. 

On the county of Jessamine, three thousand 
three hundred five dollars and ninety-seven cents. 

On the county of Woodford, four thousand 
seven hundred seven dollars and thirty cents. 

On the county of Scott, four thousand four hun- 
dred forty-nine dollars and thirty-seven cents. 

On the county of Harrison, two thousand nine 
hundred forty-three dollars and ten cents. 

On the county cf Pendleton, seven hundred 
twenty-one dollars and sixty cents, 

On the county of Campbell, one thousand three 
hundred fifty-nine dollars and forty-four cents. 

On the county of Boone, one thousand eighty- 
nine dollars and thirty-one cents, 

On the county of Gallatin, one thousand one 
hundred forty-six dollars and three cents. 

On the county of Franklin, four thousand six 
hundred ninety-one dollars and sixteen cents. 

On the county of Bourbon, seven thousand one 
hundred seventy-four dollarsand twenty-six cents. 

On the county of Nicholas, one thousand three 
hundred twenty-five dollars and seventy cents. 

On the county of Mason, five thousand three 
hundred eleven dollars and nine cents. 

On the county of Bracken, one thousand two 
hundred thirty-five dollars and three cents. 

On the county of Lewis, six hundred fifty-seven 
dollars and sixty-four cents. - 

On the county of Livingston, one thousand 
three hundred sixty-one dollars and eighty-nine 
cents. 

On the county of Caldwell, one thousand three 
hundred ninety-seven dollars and fifty-eight cents. 

On the county of Christian, three thousand four 
hundred seventy-six dollars and one cent. 

On the county of Breckenridge, nine hundred 
seventy-two dollars and eleven cents. 

On the county of Ohio, one thousand two hun- 
dred sixty-three dollars and twenty-five cents. 

On the county of Grayson, five hundred twenty 
dollars. : 

-On the county of Muhlenberg, one thousand 
two hundred thirty-six dollars and sixty cents. 

On the county of Henderson, one thousand three 
hundred two dollars and ninety-six cents. 

On the county of Hopkins, nine hundred six- 
teen dollars and ninety cents. 

On the county of Union, seven hundred six dol- 
lars and ninety-one cents. 

On the county of Barron, three thousand three 
hundred forty-four dollars and twelve cents. 

On the county of Warren, three thousand one 
hundred one dollars and ninety cents. 
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On the county. of Logan, four thousand two 


hundred twelve dollars and ninety-one cents. 


On the county of Buter, five hundred ninety- 


two dollars and thirty-three cents. 

On the county of Cumberland, one thousand 
seven hundred two dollars and six cents. 

On the county of Mercer, five thousand eight 
hundred eighty-five dollars and fifty-four cents. 

On the county of Garrard, three thousand four 
hundred twenty-three dollars and thirty cents. 

On the county of Madison, four thousand nine 
hundred thirty-three dollars and fifty-six cents. 

On the county of Clay, five hundred twenty- 
two dollars and thirty-seven cents. 

On the county of Bullitt, one thousand nineteen 
dollars and forty-three cents. 

‘On the county of Jefferson, eight thousand six 
hundred thirty-five dollars and eighty-eight cents. 


On the county of Henry, two thousand three 


dollars and seventy-one cents. 

On the county of Shelby, five thousand four 
hundred thirty-one dollars and ten cents. 

On the county of Lincoln, three thousand 
eigat hundred fifty-two dollars and sixty-eight 
cents. 

On the county of Rockcastle, five hundred 
sixty dollars and fifty-five cents. 

On the county of Knox, one thousand three 
hundred eighteen dollars and twenty-two cents. 

On the county of Pulaski, one thousand two 
hundred sixty-two dollars and eighty-two cents. 

On the county of Wayne, one thousand three 
hundred forty-three dollars and six cents. 

On the county of Adair, one thousand eight 
hundred eight dollars and sixty-eight cents. 

On the county of Casey, seven hundred one 
dollars and twenty cents. 

On the county of Hardin, two thousand three 
hundred eighty-three dollars and fifty-six cents. 

On the county of Nelson, five thousand one 
hundred four dollars and ninety-eight cents. 

On the county of Washington, three thousand 
eight hundred fifty-eight dollars and forty cents. 

And on the county of Greene, two thousand 
five hundred forty-four dollars and ninety-four 
cents, 

Which several quotas on the counties of the 
State of Kentucky are exclusively of the taxes 
on lands lying in the said counties respectively, 
and owned by persons not residing within the 
State. 

And on lands owned by persons not residing 
in the State, eighteen thousand four hundred 
ninety-three dollars and fifty-one cents. 

The assessment on and distribution among the 
said lands of which sum shall be made, any pro- 
vision in any law to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing, by the assessor of that district in the said 
State, which includes the town of Frankford, 
from the list of said lands, as entered for payment 


of taxes with the auditor of public accounts of 


the State of Kentucky, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and eleven, and from such other 
information as he may be able to obtain; and on 
failure to pay the said tax in the manner pro- 
vided by the laws of the United States, the sale 
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of the said lands being previously advertised ac- 
cording to the said laws, shall. be made by the 
collector of that district, which includes the said 
town, at the capital therein. 

In the State of South Carolina.—On the dis- 
triet of Charleston, forty-seven thousand fivé hun- 
dred and eighty dollars. 

On the distriet of Colleton, twelve thousand 
nine hundred eighty-nine dollars and twenty- 
seven cents. 

: On the district of Beaufort, fifteen thousand 
four hundred twenty dollars and seventy-three 
cents, 

On the district of Barnwell, two thousand 
seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

On the district of Orangeburg, four thousand 
six hundred and fifty dollars. , 

On the district of Lexiagton, two thousand 
and fifty dollars. 

On the district of Richland, three thousand 
seven hundred dollars. 

On the district of Edgefield, five thousand five 
hundred and seventy dollars. 

On the district of Abbeville, four thousand. nine 
hundred dollars, 

On the district of Pendleton, two thousand one 
hundred and seventy dollars, ; 

On the district of Greenville, one thousand four 
hundred five dollars and forty-eight cents. ` 

On the distriet of Spartanburg, two thousand 
two hundred and seventy dollars. : 

On the district of Union, one thousand seven 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

On the district of York, one thousand five 
hundred and sixty dollars. 

On the district of Chester, one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy dollars. 

On the district of Laurens, two thousand two 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

On the district of Newberry, two thousand two 
hundred and eighty dollars. i 

On the district of Fairfield, two thousand eight 


hundred dollars. 


On the district of Lancaster, nine hundred and 


eighty dollars. 


, On the district of Kershaw, three thousand 


eight hundred and fifty dollars. 


On the district of Sumter, six thousand and 
thirty dollars. 

On the district of Chesterfield, one thousand 
nine hundred and seventy dollars. 

On the distriet of Darlington, two thousand 
one hundred and thirty dollars. 

On the district of Georgetown, eleven thou- 
sand two hundred and eighty dollars. 

On the district of Horry, one thousand and 
sixty dollars. 

On the district of Marion, three thousand and 
ten dollars. 

On the distriet of Williamsburg, two thousand 
three hundred dollars. 

And on the distriet of Marlborough, one thou- 


sand three hundred thirty dollars. 


In the State of Tennessee.—On the county of 


Washington, two thousand four hundred ninety- 
two dollars, 
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On the county of Sullivan, two thousand two 
‘hundred five dollars. 
On the county of Greene, three thousand one 
hundred twenty-seven dollars. 
‘On the county of Hawkins, two thousand four 
hundred sixty-one dollars. 
On the county of Carter, one thousand three 
hundred forty-nine dollars. 
On the county of Cooke, one thousand six 
hundred fifty-nine dollars. 
On the county of Knox, three thousand two 
hundred dollars seventy-five cents. 
On the county of Jefferson, two thousand three 
‘hundred fifty-three dollars and seventeen cents. 
On the county of Sevier, one thousand four 
‘hundred eighty dollars. — 
On the county of Blount, two thousand eight 
‘hundred forty-six dollars. 
On the county of Granger, two thousand and 
sixty dollars. 
On the county of Claiborne, one thousand five 
hundred and forty-five dollars. 
On the county of Anderson, one thousand two 
hundred seventy-five dollars. 
On the county of Campbell, eight ‘hundred 
"fifty-nine dollars. 
On the county of Roan, one thousand seven 
hundred ninety-seven dollars. 
On the county of Bledsoe, one thousand and 
forty-nine dollars. 
On the county of Rhea, eight hundred and 
six dollars. 
On the county of Smith, five thousand six hun- 
dred twenty-six dollars. 
On the county of Jackson, two thousand six 
hundred nine dollars. i 
On the county of Overton, two thousand seven 
hundred twenty-five dollars. 
On the county of White, one thousand nine 
hundred forty-four dollars. 
On the county of Warren, two thousand seven 
hundred sixty-five dollars. 
On the county of Franklin, two thousand seyen 
hundred sixty-seven dollars. - i 


On the county of Bedford, three thousand nine 


hundred eighty-one dollars. - 
On the county of Lincoln, two thousand nin 
hundred forty-eight dollars. 
On the county of Sumner, six thousand six 
hundred sixty dollars. 
On the county of Davidson, seven thousand 
five hundred thirty-nine dollars. 
On the county of Williamson, six thousand 
three hundred fifty-three dollars. 
On the county of Rutherford, four thousand 
: hine hundred fifty-eight dollars. 
On the county of Wilson, five thousand seven 
hundred seventy-three dollars. 
On the county of Maury, five thousand and 
three dollars. 
On the county of Giles, two thousand one hun- 
dred ninety-six dollars. 2 
On the county of Hickman, one thousand two 
hundred forty-seven dollars. 
On the county of Humphries, seven hundred 
and thirty dollars. 


On the county of Stewart, two thousand fifty- 


eight dollars and thirty-eight cents. 


On the county of Dixon, two thousand one 


hundred eighty-one dollars. 


On the county of Montgomery, three thousand 


eight hundred seventy-four dollars. 


‘And on the county of Robertson, three thou- 


sand five hundred eleven dollars. 


In the State of Georgia.—On the county of 
Chatham, nineteen thousand three hundred fif- 


teen dollars and thirty-five cents. 


On the county of Bryan, nine hundred fifty-one 
dollars and seventy-five cents. 
On the county of Liberty, three thousand fifty- 


eight dollars and fourteen cents. 


On the county of MeIntosh, one thousand six 
hundred and seventy-eight dollars and forty-eight 
cents. 

On the county of Glynn, one thousand seven 
hundred eighty-four dollars and twenty-tliree 
cents. f 

On the county of Camden, one thousand six 
hundred sixty-seven dollars and forty-one cents. 

On the county of Wayne, two hundred fifty- 
two dollars and eight cents. 

On the county of Effingham, eight hundred 
forty-six dollars. 

On the county of Bullock, six hundred forty- 
one dollars and eighty-eight cents. 

On the county of Tatnall, four hundred sev- 
enty dollars and ninety-six cents. 

On the county of Scriven, one thousand three 
hundred fifty dollars and sixteen cents. 

On the county of Burke, three thousand six 
hundred one dollars and sixty-seven cents. 

On the county of Richmond, six thousand 
eight hundred four dollars and eighty-nine cents. 

On the county of Jefferson, two thousand one 
hundred eighty-eight dollars and ‘seventy-eight 
cents. 

On the county of Washington, two thousand 
five hundred sixty-five dollars and five cents. 

On the county of Montgomery, ‘six hundred 
seventy dollars and sixteen cents, 

On the county of Columbia, three thousand 
seven hundred sixty-six dollars and forty-two 
cents. 

On the county of Warren, two thousand three 
hundred thirty-five dollars and eleven cents. 

On the county of Hancock, four thousand 
nineteen dollars and seventy-three cents. 

On the county of Greene, three thousand seven 
hundred twelve dollars and thirty-two cents. 

On the county of Lincoln, one thousand four 
hundred seventy-three dollars and twelve cents. 
On the county of Wilkes, four thousand six 
hundred eighty-two dollars and fifty-one cents. 
On the county of Elbert, three thousand two 
hundred ninety-five dollars and forty-seven cents. 
On the county of Franklin, one thousand six 
hundred forty-seven dollars and seventy-two 
cents. 

On the county of Oglethorpe, three thousand 
seven hundred eight dollars and sixty-three cents. 

On the county of Jackson, one thousand nine 
hundred sixty-seven dollars and forty-four cents. 
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On. the county of Clark, two thousand twenty- 
four dollars and one cent. E . 

.On the county of Morgan,two thousand twenty- 
one dollars and fifty-five cents. 

On the county of Laurens, four hundred sev- 
enty-five dollars and eighty-eight cents. f 

On the county of Pulaski, six hundred and 
sixty-four dollars. ` 

On the county of Wilkinson, including the 
county of Telfair, five hundred sixty-nine dollars 
and thirty-three cents. : 

On the county of Twiggs, eight hundred eighty- 
six dollars and fifty-eight cents. 

On the county of Baldwin, three thousand ten 
dollars and nineteen cents. ` 

On the county of Jones, one thousand five hun- 
dred seventy dollars and twenty-seven cents. 

On the county of Putnam, two thousand seven 
hundred fifty dollars and seventy-three cenis. 

And on the county of Randolph, now called 
Jasper, two thousand five hundred eight dollars 
-and forty-nine cents. 

In the State of Louisiana.—On the parish of 
Orleans, ten thousand six hundred fifty-seven dol- 
lars fifty-five cents. ` l l 

On the parish of St. Bernard two hundred 
thirty-six dollars forty cents. ; 

On the parish of Plaquemine, three hundred 
seventy-five dollars fifteen cents. 

On the parish of St. Charles, one thousand one 
hundred sixty-seven dollars seventy-seven cents. 

On the parish of St. John the Baptist, eight 
hundred.nine dollars ninety cents. l 

On the parish of Sr, James, eight hundred 
nine dollars ninety cents. l 

On the parish of Ascension, six hundred thirty- 
seven dollars eighty-six cents. 

On the parish of Assumption, four hundred 
and ninety-four dollars forty-five cents. 

On the parish of La Fourche, interior, four 
hundred fifty-two dollars. 

On the parish of Iberville, five hundred eighty 
dollars fifty cents. 

On the parish of West Baton Rouge, three 
hundred eighty-five dollars fifty-one cents. 

‘On the parish of Feliciana, one thousand three 
hundred eighty-three dollars forty-one cents. 

On the parish of East Baton Rouge, one thou- 
sand one hundred fifty-four dollars. 

On the parish of St. Helena, three hundred 
fifty-one dollars ten cents. 

On the parish of St. Tammany, two hundred 
thirty-six dollars forty cents. 

On the parish of Point Coupee, one thousand 
seven hundred ninety-nine dollars twenty-two 
cents. 

On the parish of Concordia, five hundred eight 
dollars eighty-two cents. 

On the parish of Warren, one hundred ninety- 
one dollars sixty cents. 

On the parish of Ouachita, eight hundred 
thirty-one dollars seventy cents. 

On the parish of Rapides, one thousand nine 
dollars forty-eight cents. 

On the parish of Avoyelles, two hundred four- 
teen dollars eighty-eight cents. 


On the parish of Catahoula, one hundred forty- 
one dollars eighty cents, — ^ ^ 777 0c 

On the parish of Nachitoches, one ‘thousand 
Seventy-nine dollars forty-five cents. © ^ |. 

On the parish of St. Landrey, one thousand 
two hundred one dollars four cents. P e 

On the parish of St. Martin, one thousand 
three dollars eighteen cents. And Vd 

On the parish of St. Mary, five hundred eighty- 
nine dollars fifteen cents. ~ 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
amount of taxes which by virtue of the provis- 
ions of the act for the assessment and collection 
of direct taxes and internal duties, and of this 
act, should be laid and collected on non-residents? 
lands, so called, in the State of Kentucky and 
Ohio shall be ascertained and levied in the same 
manner, and at the same rates respectively, as 
they were by the laws of those States in the 
year eighteen hundred and eleven; and lands in 
that year entered for taxation as non-residents? 
lands, which since that time may have been sold 
and transferred to residents, or where the owners 
of such lands may have become residents, and 
have had their lands entered for taxation, as nesi- 
dents, the tax on the same shall be collected as 
the tax on non-residents’ lands: Provided, In all 
cases. where sales and transfers shall have been 
made as aforesaid, or where non-residents have 
become residents, if they reside on the lands for- 
merly entered as non-residents’ lands, they shall 
have notice from the collector, as in other cases 
of residents. And if the amount thus laid shall, 
in either of the said States, exceed or fall short 
of the amount fixed by this act as the quota to 
be laid on non-residents’ lands in the said States 
respectively, the difference shall, in the next ensu- 
ing direct tax laid by the authority of the United 
States, be deducted from or added to the quota of 
such State, as the case may be. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
said tax shall be assessed and collected in the man- 
ner provided, and by the officers to be appointed 
under and by virtue of the act aforesaid, entitled 
“An act for the assesment and collection of direct 
taxes and internal duties :” Provided, That there 
shall be appointed in the State of Ohio six addi- 
tional collectors, who shall collect the tax due from 
non-resident proprietors of lands in the said State, 
shall have thé same districts assigned them by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, reside at the same 
places which are or may be designated for. sim- 
ilar officers under the State authority, and in 
other respects shall be under the same rules and 
regulations, be-subject to the same penalties and 
forfeitures as are provided by the above recited 
act. 

Src. 5. And be it further enacted, That the 
‘principal assessors shall issue their precepts to 
the assistant assessors for the purpose of carry- 
ing into effect this act on the first day of Feb- 
ruary next, and the assessments shall have refer- 
ence to that day. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That each 
State may vary, by an act of its legislature, the 
respective quotas imposed by this act on its sey- 
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-eral counties or districts, so as more equally and Benjamin Brockway, at the rate of two dollars 
equitably to apportion the tax hereby imposed; | and fifty cents per month, to. commence on the 
and the tax laid by this act shall be levied and | eleventh of December, one thousand eight hun- 
collected in conformity with such alterations and | dred and twelve. 

variations, as if the same made part of thisact,| Paul Bebee, at the rate of three dollars and 
provided that an authenticated copy thereof be seventy-five cents per month, to commence on 
deposited in the office of the Secretary of the Trea- | the seventh of January, one thousand eight hun- 
sury prior to the first of April next; in which | dred and thirteen. 

case it shall be the duty of the said Secretary to | Zachariah’ Sherwood, at the rate of two dol- 
give notice thereof to the proper principal col- | lars and fifty cents per month, to commence on 
lectors in such State. the thirteenth of December, one thousand eight 
` Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That each | hundred and nine. 

State may pay its quota into the Treasury of the | Braxton Carter, at the rate of three dollars per 
United States, and thereon shall be entitled to a | month, to commence on the first of January, one 
deduction of fifteen per centum if paid before the | thousand eight hundred and thirteen. 

tenth day of February next, and of ten percen-| Patrick Logan, at the rate of two dollars and 
tum, if paid before the first day of May, in the | fifty cents per month, to commence on the first 
same year: Provided, That notice of the inten- | of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
tion of making such payment be given to the | thirteen. 

Secretary of the Treasury one month prior to| Joseph Davidson, at the rate of two dollars 
such payment; and'in case of payment so made | fifty cents per month, to commence on the twen- 
he shall give notice thereof to the principal as- | ty-third of January, one thousand eight hundred 
sessors and collectors of such States; and no fur- | and twelve. 

ther proceedings shall thereafter be had under) John Jourdan, at the rate of five dollars per 
this act in such State. month, to commence on the twenty-sixth day of 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That if | August, one thousand eight hundred and twelve. 

either the States of Ohio or Louisiana shall pay | James Russell, at the rate of five dollars per 
its quota, according to the provisions of the pre- | month, to commence on the twenty-first day 
ceding section, the Legislature thercof shall be | of November, one thousand eight hundred and ` 
and they.are hereby authorized and empowered | twelve. 

to collect of all the purchasers of publie lands, | Nathaniel Henry, at the rate of fifteen dollars 
-under any law of the United States, a just and | per month, to commence on the first day of Jan- 
equal proportion of the quota of said States, | uary, one thousand eight hundred and thirteen. 
respectively, the compact between the United | Abraham Merryfield, at the rate of five dollars 
States and the said States to the contrary not- | per month, to commence on the fifteenth day 
withstanding. of February, one thousand eight hundred and 

Approved, August 2, 1813. thirteen. 

Joshua Patrick, at the rate of two dollars and 
fifty cents per month, to commence on the first 
day of June, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirteen. l : 

Jonathan Morris, at the rate of ten dollars per 
month, to commence on the“fourteeath day of 
June, one thousand eight hundred and thirteen. 

Samuel White, at the rate of two dollars and 
fifty cents per month, to commence on the twelfth 
day of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirteen. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
pensions of the following named persons already 
placed on the pension list of the United States, 
whose claims for an increase of pension have 
been transmitted to Congress, pursuant to the act 
for that purpose, be increased to the sums herein 
respectively annexed to their names, the said in- 
crease to commence at the times herein men- 
tioned, and to be instead of the pensions they at 
present receive, that is to say: 

Ebenezer Bean, at the rate of two dollars and 
fifty cents per month, to commence on the niath 
of June, one thousand eight hundred and twelve. 

Samuel Morrell, at the rate of three dollars 
and seventy-five cents per month, to commence 
on the eleventh of September, one thousand eight 
hundred and twelve. 

Moses Trussel, at the rate of five dollars per 


An Act cencerning Invalid Pensioners. 


Be it enacted, $c., ‘That the Secretary of War 
be, and he hereby is, directed to place the follow- 
ing named persons on the pension list of invalid 
pensioners of the United States, who shall be en- 
titled to and receive pensions, according to the 
rates and commencing at the times herein men- 
tioned, that is to say: 

Benjamin Randall, at the rate of five dollars 
per month, to commence on the eleventh day 
of February, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirteen. 

George Hill, at the rate of three dollars and 
twenty-five cents per month, to commence on 
the twenty-fifth of February, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirteen. 

Leonard Clarke, at the rate of five dollars 
per month, to commence on the eighteenth day 
of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirteen. 

George Shannon, at the rate of eight dollars 
per month, to commence on the first day of Janu- 
ary, one thousand eight hundred and thirteen. 

Hezekiah Thorndike, at the rate of three dol- 
lars thirty-three and one-third cents per month, 
to commence on the first of May, one thousand 

eight hundred and twelve. 
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month, to commence on the twenty-first of Sep- 
tember, one thousand eight hundred and twelve. 

Samuel le Count, at the rate. of five dollars 
per month, to commence on the twentieth of 
November, one thousand eight hundred and 
twelve. 

Josiah Jones, at the rate of five dollars per 
month, to commence on the twenty-fifth of Jan- 
uary, one thousand eight hundred and thirteen. 

Stephen Everts, at the rate of five dollars per 
month, to commence on the eighteenth of May, 
one thousand eight hundred and twelve. 

Amazian Chappell, at the rate of three dollars 
and seventy-five cents per month, to commence 
on the seventh of February, one thousand eight 

hundred and eleven. 

Samuel Stillman, at the rate of three dollars 
and seventy-five cents per month, to commence 
on the twenty-eighth of November, one thousand 
eight hundred and twelve. 

Israel Dibble, at the rate. of four dollars. and 
fifty cents per month, to commence on the 
twelfth day of December, one thousand eight 
hundred and twelve. 

Samuel Sawyer, at the rate of four dollars and 
fifty cents per month, to commence on the twelfth 
day of December, one thousand eight hundred 
and twelve. 

Jacob Williams, at the rate of two dollars and 
an half per month, to commence on the eleventh 
day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirteen. 

Benjamin Tower,at the rate of five dollars 
per month, to commence on the twenty-seventh 
of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirteen. 

John Talman, alias Tallman, at the rate of 
five dollars per month, to commence on the first 
of February, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirteen. 

Younger Grady, at the rate of five dollars per 
month, to commence on the eighth day of June, 
one thousand eight hundred and eleven. 

Approved, March 2, 1813. 


An Act laying duties on licenses to retailers of wines, 
spirituous liquors, and foreign merchandise. 

Be it enacted, §c., That every person who shall 
deal in the selling of any goods, wares, or mer- 
chandise, except sugh as are of the growth, pro- 
duce, or manufacture, of the United States, and 
except such as are sold by the importer thereof, 
in the original cask, case, box, or package, where- 
in the same shall have been imported, shall be 
deemed to be, and hereby is declared to be, a retail 
dealer in merchandise, within the meaning of 
this act; that every person who shall deal in the 
selling of wines ina less quantity or in less quan- 
tities at one time than thirty gallons, except 
the importer in the original eask, case, box, or 
package, wherein the same shall have been im- 
ported, shall be deemed to be, and hereby is de- 
clared to be, a retail dealer in wines, within the 
meaning of this act; and that every person who 
shall deal in the selling of any distilled spirituous 


liquors in less quantities than twenty gallons at 
one time, shall be deemed to be, and hereby is 
declared to be, a retail dealer in distilled spiritu- 
ous liquors. Provided, always, That nothing 
herein contained shall be construed to extend. to 
physicians, apothecaries, surgeons, or chemists, as: 
to any wines or spirituous liquors which they may 
use in the preparation or making up of medi- 
cines for sick, lame, or diseased persons only; 
or to the sale of domestic spirits sold in quanti- 
ties not less than five gallons at the place where 
the same shall have been distilled, and by the. 
person or persons to whom a license for distilling 
the same shall have been granted agreeably to 
the laws of the United States. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That every 
person who, on the first day of January next, shall 
be a retail dealer in wines, distilled spirituous 
liquors, or merchandise, as above described or de- 
fined, shall, before the said day, and every person 
who, after the said day, shall become or intend to 
become such retail dealer as aforesaid, shall, be- 
fore he shall begin to sell by retail as aforesaid, 
any wine, distilled spirituous liquors, or merchan- 
dise, apply for and obtain, from the collector ap- 
pointed by virtue of the act; entitled *An act for 
the assessment and collection of direct taxes and 
internal duties,” for thecollection district in which . 
such person resides, one or more licenses, as the 
case may be, for carrying on the business of sell- 
ing by retail as aforesaid ; which licenses, respect- 
ively, shall be granted for the term of one year, 
upon the payment for each license, respectively, 
of the duty by this act laid on such license, and 
shall be reaewed yearly upon the payment of the 
like sum for each license. And if any person shall, 
after the said day, deal in the selling of wines, dis- 
tilled spirituous liquors, or merchandise, by retail 
as above described and defined, without havinga 
license therefor as aforesaid, continuing in force, 
such person shall, in addition to the payment of 
the duty, forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred 
and fifty dollars, to be recovered with costs of 
suit. And no such license shall be sufficient for 
the selling of wines, distilled spirituous liquors, or 
merchandise, as aforesaid, by retail, at more than 
one place at the same time; but any person who, 
by color of such license, shall sell any wines, dis- 
tilled spirituous liquors, or merchandise, as afore- 
said, at more than one place at the same time, 
shall be deemed to be, in respect to such of the 
said articles as he or she shall so sell at more 
than one place at the same time, a retail dealer 
therein, as the case mày be, without license, and 
shall forfeit and pay the like sum of one hundred 
and fifty dollars, in addition to the payment of the 
duty, to be recovered with costs of suit. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the collectors aforesaid, within their 
respective districts, to grant licenses for retailing, 
which licenses shall be marked with a mark de- - 
noting the rate of the duty thereupon, and shall 
be signed by the Commissioner of the Revenue, 
and being countersigned by tbe collector, who 
shall issue the same, or cause the same to be is- 
sued, shall be granted to any person who shall 
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desire thé same, upon applieation:in writing, and’ 


upon: pay ment of the sum or duty payable by this 
est pon each’ license requested: Provided al- 
ways, That no license shall be granted to any 
person to sell wines, distilled spirituous liquors, 
or merchandise, as aforesaid, who is prohibited 
to sell the same by any State. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 


following duties shall be paid on the licenses 


abovementioned, viz : 

On retailers of merchandise, including wines 
and spirits; if in-eities, towns, or villages, con- 
taining, within the limits of one mile square, 
more than one hundred families, twenty-five dol- 
lars; of wines alone, twenty: dollars; of spirits 
alone, twenty dollars; of domestic spirits alone, 
fifteen dollars; of merchandise other than wines 
and spirits, fifteen dollars. 

If any other placé than cities; towns, or villages 
containing, within the limits of one mile square, 
more than one hundred: families: on retailers of 
merchandise, including wines and spirits, fifteen 
dollars; of wines and spirits, fifteen dollars; of 
spirits alone, twelve dollars; of: dómestie spirits 
alone, ten: dollars; of merchandise other than 
wines and spirits, ten dollars. 

Sté. 5. And beit further enacted, Thatitshall 
be tlie duty of the collectors aforesaid, in their re- 
spective districts, and they are hereby authorized, 
to collect the duties imposed by this act, and to 
prosecute for the recovery of the same, and for 
the recovery of any sum or sums which may be 
forfeited by virtue of this act, And all fines, pen- 
altiés, and forfeitüres, which shall be incurred by 
force of this:aet; shall. and may be sued for and 
recoveréd in the name of the United States, or 
of the collector within whose district any such 
fine; penalty, or forfeiture, shall have been in- 
curred, by bill, plaint, or information, one moiety 
thereof to. the usé of the United States, and the 
other moiéty thereof to the use-of the person who, 
if a collector, shall: first discover, if other than a 
collector shall first inform, of thé-eause, matter, 
or thing, whereby any such fine, penalty, or for- 
feiture, shall have been incurred; and where the 
cause of action or complaint shall arise or ac- 
erue more than fifty miles distant from the near- 
est place by law established for the holding of a 
district court, within thedistrict in which thesame 
shall arise or acerue, such suit and recovery may 
be had before any court of the State, holden within 
the said district, having jurisdiction in like cases. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That this act 
shall coritinue in force until the termination of the 
wat in which the United States are now engaged 
with the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland and the dependencies thereof, for one year 
thereafter and no longer. 

Approved, August 2, 1813. 


An Act to provide for the widows and orphans of militia 
slain, and for militia disabled in the service of the 
Uiiited States. 

Be it enacted, §c., That if any commissioned 
officer of the militia, or of any volunteer corps, 


shall; while in the service of the United States, 
‘die by reason of any wound received in actual 
‘service of the United States, and leave a widow, 
or if no widow, a child or children under sixteen 
years of age, such widow, or, if no widow, such 
child or children, shall be entitled to receive half 
the monthly pay to which the deceased was en- 
titled at the time of his death, for and during the 
term of five years; but in case of the death or 
intermarriage of such widow, before the expira- 
tion’ of the said term of five years, the half pay, 
for the rémainder of the time, shall go to the 
child or children of such deceased officer: Pro- 
vided: always, That such half pay shall cease on 


‘the death of such child or children. 


Sec, 2. And be it further enacted, That if any 
officer, non-commissioned officer, musician, or 
private, of the militia, or of any volunteer corps, 
shall be disabled ‘by known wounds received in 
the actual service of the United States, while in: 
the line of his duty, he shall, upon substantiating. 
his claim in the manner described by an act, eti- 
titled “An aet to provide for persons who were 
disabled by known wounds received in the Rev- 
olutionary war," passed the tenth day of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and six, be placed on 
the list of invalids-of the United States, at such 
rate of pension, and under such regulations as are 
provided by the said’ act, or as may hereafter be 
provided by law: Provided always, That tlie 
compensation to be allowed for such wounds or 
disabilities, to a commissioned officer, shall: not 
exceed, for the highest rate of disability, half the 
monthly pay of such officer, at the time of his 
being wounded or disabled, and that no officer 
shall receive more than the half pay of a lieuten- 
ant colonel ; and that the rate of compensation 
to non-commissioned officers, musicians, and pri- 
vates, shall not exceed five dollars per montli: And 
provided also, That all inferior disabilities shall 
entitle the persons so disabled, to receive an al- 
lowarce proportionate to the highest disability. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
provisions of this act shall. be construed to have 
effect from and after the eighteenth day of June, 
one thousand eight hundred and twelve. 

Sec. 4. And’ be it further enacted, That tlie 
sixth section of an act, entitled “An act author- 
izing the President of the United States to accept 
and organize certain volunteer military corps,” 
passed the sixth day of February, one thousand 
eight hundred and twelve, be, and the same is 
hereby, repealed. 


Approved, August 2, 1813. 


An Act explanatory of an act, entitled “An act to raise 
ten additional companies of Rangers. 


Be it enacted, ¢c., That each of the ten com- 
panies authorized by the act, entitled “An aet to 
raise ten additional companies of rangers,” shall 
consist of one captain, one first, one second, one 
third lieutenant, one ensign, five sergeants, six 
corporals, and ninety privates. 

Approved, August 2, 1813, 
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An Act for the relief of the officers and crew of the 
late United States’ brig Vixen. 

Be it enacted, $c., That the Accountant of the 
Navy Department be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized and required to assume the day of the de- 
parture of the brig Vixen, from a port in the 
United States, on her last cruise, as. the day on 
which the accounts of the officers and crew of the 
said brig shall be finally settled. and balanced: 
Provided, That nothing herein contained shall 
be construed to deprive the said officers and crew 
of any claims to fürther payment than. isallowed 
by this act, which may, on satisfactory proof, ap- 
pear to be just. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
Secretary of the Navy be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized to allow and' pay, unto the officers and 
crew of the said brig, such sum of money as, in 
his judgment, may be due to them for their pay. 

: Approved, August 2, 1813. 


Àn Act authorizing the payment for wagons and 


teams, captured or destroyed by the enemy at 
Detroit. 


Be it enacted, $c., That every person who has 
sustained damages by the loss of his wagon and 
team, or either of them, without any fault or neg- 
ligence on his part, while the same were actually 
employed in the transportation of baggage orsup- 
plies for the army under the command of Briga- 
dier General William Hull, during the Summer 
of one thousand eight hundred and twelve, and 
which were eaptured or destroyed by the enemy 
on the surrender of said army at Detroit, shall be 
allowed the value of such wagon and team, or 
either of them, lost as aforesaid; the facts of the 
loss of the same, as well as the value thereof, to 
be ascertained in such manner, and on such evi- 
dence, as the President of the United States may 
direct; to be paid out of any moneys in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Approved, August 2, 1813, 


' An Act to authorize the appointment, by the Presi- 


dent, of certain officers during the recess of the 
Senate. 


Be it enacted, $c., That it shall be lawful for 
the President of the United States, in the recess 
of the Senate, to appoint such of the officers of 
the five regiments authorized by the act, entitled 
“An act in addition to the act, entitled ‘An act to 
raise an additional military force, and for other 
purposes,” and the act supplementary thereto, 
passed the fifth day of July, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirteen, as may not be appointed 
during the present session; which appointments 
shall be submitted to the Senate at their next ses- 
sion, for their advice and consent. 

Approved, August 2, 1813. 


An Act authorizing the sale of sundry lots, the prop- 
erty of the United States, in the borough of Pitts- 
burg. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the President of the 

United States be, and he is hereby, authorized, to 


cause. to be sold certain: lots of ground. in the. 
borough of Pittsburg, in: the State of Pennsylva- 
nia, being the property of the United States, and. 
the.same on which Fort Fayette now stands, the 
proceeds whereof are hereby appropriated, under. 
the direction of the President, to the erectian of 
arsenals, armories, and laboratories. ' 


Approved, August 2, 1813. 


An Act for reducing the duties payable on prize ` 
goods captured by the private armed vessels. of the 
United States. 

Be it enacted, §c., That on all goods, wares, 
and merchandise, captured from the enemy, and 
made good and lawful prize of war, by any pri- 
vate armed ship or vessel of the United States, 
having a commission for making captures upon 
the enemy, or letters of marque and reprisal, and. 
brought into the United States or their Territo-- 
ries, there shall be allowed a deduction of thirty- 
three and one-third per cent. on the amount of 
duties at present imposed by law. : 

Approved, August 2, 1813. 


An Act supplementary to the act, entitled “An act 
for the better regulation of the Ordnance.” 

Be it enacted, Fe That, in addition to the 
present number allowed by law, as many Depu- 
ty Commissaries of Ordnance may be appointed, 
not exceeding five, as the President of the United. 
States shall deem necessary to the public service, 
who shall be entitled to thesame rank, pay, emol- 
uments, rations, and forage, as are provided by 
the act to which this is a supplement. 7 

Approved, August 2, 1813, 


An Act authorizing a,loan for a sum not exceeding 
seven millions five hundred thousand dollars. : 

Be it enacted, §c., That the President of the. 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
borrow, on the credit of the United States, a sum. 
not exceeding seven millions five hundred thous- 
and dollars, to be applied, in addition to the mo- 
neys now in the Treasury; or which may be re- 
ceived from other sources, to defray any expenses 
which have been, or which may be, authorized 
for the service of the years one thousand eight | 
hundred and thirteen and one thousand eight 
hundred and fourteen, and for which appropria- 
tions have been or may be made by law during 
those years: Provided, That no engagement or 
contract shall be entered into which shall pre- 
clude the United States from reimbursing any. 
sum or sums thus borrowed, at any time after the. 
expiration of twelve years, from the first day of 
January next. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
Secretary of the Treasury, with the approbation 
of the President of the United States, be, and he 
is hereby, authorized to cause to be constituted 
certificates of stock, signed by the Register of the 
Treasury, or by a Commissioner of Loans, for the 
sum to be borrowed by this act, or for any part 
thereof, and the same to be sold: Provided, That 
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no such certificate shall be sold at a rate less than 
eighty-eight per centum, or eighty-eight dollars 
in money for one hundred dollars in stock. And 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall cause to be 
laid before Congress, on the first Monday in Feb- 
ruary; one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, 
or as soon thereafter as Congress may be in ses- 
sion, an account of all the moneys obtained by 
the sale of the certificates of stock in manner 
aforesaid, together with a statement of the rate 
at which the same may have been sold. 

'Sgc: 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
Secretary of the Treasury be, and ‘he is hereby, 
authorized, with the approbauon of the President 
of ihe United States, to employ an agent or agents 
for the purpose of obtaining subscriptions to the 
loan authorized by this act, or of selling any part 
of the stock created by virtue thereof. A com- 
mission not exceeding one-quarter of one per 
cent. on the amount thus sold, or for which sub- 
scriptions shall have been thus obtained, may, by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, be allowed to such 
agent or agents; and a sum not exceeding twen- 
ty-two thousand dollars, to be paid out of any 
moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated,.is hereby appropriated for paying the 
amount of such commission or commissions as 
may be thus allowed, and also for defraying the 
expenses of printing and issuing the subscription 
certificates, and certificates of stock, and other 
expenses incident to the receiving of subscrip- 
tions, and completing the loan authorized by this 
act. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That so 
much of the funds eonstituting the annual appro- 
priation of eight millions of dollars for the pay- 
ment of the principal and interest of the publie 
debt of the United States, as may be wanted for 
that purpose; after satisfying the sums necessary 
for the payment of the interest and such part of 
the principal of said debt as the United States are 
now pledged annually to pay or reimburse, is 
hereby pledged and appropriated for the paymeut 
of the interest, and for the reimbursement of the 
principal of the stock which may be created by 
virtue of this act. It shall accordingly be the du- 
ty of the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund to 
cause to be applied and paid out of the said fund, 
yearly, such sum and sums as may be annually 
wanted to discharge the interest accruing on the 
said stock, and to reimburse the prinvipal as the 
same shall become due, and may be discharged 
in conformity with the terms of the loan; and 
they are further authorized to apply, from time 
to time, such sum or sums, out of the said fund, as 
they may think proper, towards redeeming by 
purchase, and at a price not above par, the prin- 
cipal of the said stock, or any part thereof. And 
the faith of the United States is hereby pledged 
to establish sufficient revenues for making up any 
deficiency that may hereafter take place in the 
funds hereby appropriated for paying the said in- 
terest and principal sums, or any of them, in man- 
ner aforesaid, 

Sc. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for any.of the banks in the District of 


Columbia to lend any part of thesum authorized 
to be borrowed by virtue of ‘this act, anything in 
any of their charters of incorporation to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

Approved, August 2, 1813. 


An Act laying duties on notes of banks, bankers, and 
certain companies ; on notes, bonds, and obligations 
.disceunted by banks, bankers, and certain compa- 
nies; and on bills of exchange of certain descrip- 
tions. 


Be it enacted, &c., That, from and after the last 
day of December next, there shall be levied, col- 
lected, and paid, throughout the United States, 
theseveral stamp duties following, viz: For every 
skin or piece of vellum, or parchment, or sheet, 
or piece of paper, upon which shall be written or 
printed any or either of the instruments of writing 
following, to wit: 

On any promissory note or notes, payable either 
to bearer or order, issued by any of the banks or 
companies who issue and discount notes, bonds, 
or obligations, either ineorporated or not incor- 
porated, which now are or may hereafter be es- 
tablished in the United States, or by any banker 
or bankers, according to the following scale, viz: 

If not exceeding one dollar, one cent. 

If above one dollar, and not exceeding two dol- 
lars, two cents. 

If above two and not exceeding three dollars, 
three cents. 

If above three and not exceeding five dollars, 
five cents. 

If above five and not exceeding ten dollars, ten 
cents. 

If above ten and not exceeding twenty dollars, 
twenty cents. 

If above twenty and not exceeding fifty dollars, 
fifty cents. 

If above fifty and not exceeding one bundred 
dollars, one dollar. 

Ifabove one hundred and not exceeding five 
hundred dollars, five dollars. 

If above five hundred and not exceeding one 
thousand dollars, ten dollars. 

If above one thousand dollars, fifty dollars. 

On any bond, obligation, or promissory note or 
notes, not issued by any bank, companies, or 
banker as aforesaid, discounted by any such bank, 
companies, or banker, and on any foreign or in- 
land bill or bills of exchange above fifty dollars, 
and having one or more endorsers, according to 
the following scale, viz: 

If not exceeding one hundred dollars, five cents. 

If above one hundred and not exceeding two 
hundred dollars, ten cents. 

If above two hundred and not exceeding five 
hundred dollars, twenty-five cents. 

If above five hundred and not exceeding one 
thousand dollars, fifty cents. . 

If above one thousand and not exceeding fifteen 
hundred dollars, seventy-five cents. E 

If above fifteen hundred and not exceeding two 
thousand dollars, one dollar. 

If above two thousand and not exceeding three 
thousand dollars, one dollar and fifty cents. . 
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If-above three thousand and not exceeding four 
thousand dollars, two dollars. 

‘If above four thousand and not exceeding five 
thousand dollars, two dollars and fifty cents. 

If above five thousand and not exceeding seven 
thousand dollars, three dollars and fifty cents. 

"If above seven thousand and not exceeding 
eight thousand dollars, four dollars. i 

-If above eight thousand dollars, five dollars : 
Provided, That nothing herein contained shall 
be construed to charge with a daty, or to require 
to be stamped, any Treasury or other note or 
notes issued for the use or benefit of the United 
States, in pursuance of any act of Congress, or to 
any draft or bill drawn by the Treasurer of the 
United States, or any check payable at sight upon 
any bank, company, or banker as aforesaid, or to 
charge with a duty any second or other eopy of 
a set of exchange. 

Sec 2. And be it further enacted, That, in re- 

spect to any stamp on any of the notes of the 
banks or companies aforesaid, now established or 
which may hereafter be established within the 
United States, it shall be lawful for the Secretary 
of the Treasury to agree to an annual composi- 
tion, in lieu of such stamp duty, with any of the 
said banks or companies, of one and a half per 
centum on the amount of the annual dividend 
ae by such banks to their stockholders respect- 
ively. . 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
several duties aforesaid shall be levied, collected, 
received, and accounted for, by and under the 
immediate direction and management of the col- 
lectors appointed under the act, entitled “ An act 
for the assessment and collection of direct taxes 
and internal duties,” within their respective dis- 
tricts, subject to the superintendence, control, and 
direction of the Treasury Department, according 
to the respective authorities and duties of the offi- 
cers thereof. 

Sec. 4, And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the Commissioner of the Revenue 
to cause to be provided so many marks and stamps, 
differing from each other, as shall correspond with 
the several rates of duty aforesaid ; that is to say, 
one mark or stamp for each distinct rate of duty ; 
with which marks and stamps, respectively, shall 
be marked or stamped all vellum, parchment, or 
paper, upon which shall be written or printed all 
or any of the several instruments, writings, mat- 
ters, and things hereinbefore enumerated and 
charged, according to the nature and description 
of each of the said instruments, writings, matters, 
and things as are hereinbefore specified and de- 
scribed; which said several marks and stamps 
shall be notified by a public notification or adver- 
tisement, to be issued by the Commissioner of the 
Revenue, and inserted in at least one newspaper 
printed in each State, and for not Jess than three 
months before the said last day of December next, 
to the end that all persons may have due notice 
thereof; and which said marks and stamps, or 
any of them, shall or may be altered or renewed, 
from time to time, as the said Commissioner of 
the Revenue shall think fit, so that like public 


notification thereof be made.for:a term not less: 
than-three months before such new stamps or 
marks shall begin to be used. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That, when 
any person or persons shall deposite any: vellum, 
parchment, or.paper at the office of any collector 
aforesaid, accompanying the same with a list 
which shall specify the number and denomina- 
tion of the stamps or marks which are to be 
thereto affixed, it shall be the duty of the said 
collector to transmit the same to the office of the 
Commissioner of the Revenue, where such paper, 
parchment, and vellum shall be properly marked 
or stamped, and forthwith sent back to the said 
collector, who shall thereupon collect the duties, 
and deliver the vellum, parchment, and .paper, 
pursuant to the order of the person from whom it 
was received. 

SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person or persons shall write or print, or cause to 
be written or printed, upon any unstamped vellum, 
parchment, or paper, (with intent fraudulently to 
evade the duties imposed by this act,) any of the 
matters and things for which the said vellum, 
parchment, or paper is hereby charged to pay any 
duty; or shall write or print, or cause to be writ- 
ten or printed, any matter or thing upon any vel- 
lum, parehment, or paper that shall be marked or 
stamped for any lower duty than the duty by this 
act payable; or shall write or print, or cause to 
be written or printed, orf vellum, parchment, or 
paper duly stamped, any matters or things in re- 
spect whereof a duty is payable as aforesaid, at a 
distanee from the stamps or marks impressed upon 
the said vellum, parchment, or paper, with intent 
again to use the said stamp, vellum, parchment, 
or paper, or with intent fraudulently to evade the 
duties imposed by this act; or shall write or print, 
or cause to be written or printed, any matters or 
things in respect whereof a duty is payable, on 
any piece of stamped vellum, parchment, or paper 
whereon there shall have been before written or 
printed any other matter or thing in respect 
whereof a duty is payable by this act, before such 
vellum, parchment, or paper shall have been again 
duly marked or stamped according to this act, 
such person so offending shall, for every such 
offence, forfeit the sum of one hundred dollars; 
and in case any clerk, officer, or person who, in 
respect of any public office or employment, is or 
shall be authorized or instructed to make, write, 
or print any instrument or writings by this act 
charged to pay a duty as aforesaid, shall be guilty 
of any fraud or practice to defraud or deprive the 
United States of any duty by this act payable, by 
making, writing, or printing any such instrument 
or writing, or causing the same to be made, writ- 
ten, or printed upon vellum, parchment, or paper, 
not marked or stamped according to this act, (or 
upon vellum, parchment, or paper marked or 
stamped with any mark or stamp which he shall 
know to be counterfeited,) or by writing or print- 
ing any such instrument or other writing upon 
vellum, parchment, or paper that shall be marked 
or stamped for a lower duty as aforesaid, every 
such clerk, officer, or person so guilty, and being 
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Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That every 
person who shall be employed. for the marking or 
stamping of vellum, parchment, or paper as afore- 
said, before his acting in the marking or stamping 
of the said vellum, parchment, or paper, shall take 
the following oath or affirmation: “I [insert here 
the name of the person] do solemnly swear [or 
affirm as the case may be] that I will, accordin 
to the best of my knowledge and skill, faithfully, 
honestly, and carefully execute the trust reposed 
in me, and will truly mark or stamp all vellum, 
parchment, or paper, which I shall be required or 
directed to mark or stamp, and will render a true 
and exact account thereof to the proper officer or 
officers.” 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the 
said collectors shall, from time to time, for the 
better execution of their several duties and trusts, 
observe and executesuch directionsas they respect- 
ively shall, from time to time, receive from the 
Department of the Treasury ; which Department 
shall take care that theseveral parts of the United 
States shall, from time to time, be sufficiently. 
furnished with vellum, parchment, and paper, 
stamped or marked as aforesaid, so that the citi- 
zens thereof may have it in their election to buy 
the same of the officers or persons to be employed 
in and about the execution of this act, at the. 
usual or. most. common rates above the said duty, 
or to bring their own vellum, parchment, or paper 
to be marked or stamped. as aforesaid, 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That when- 
ever any person, other than officers employed in 
collecting the revenue of the United States, shall 
apply to any collector aforesaid, at the office of 
such collector, for the purchase, at one time, of 
any quantity of vellum, parchment, or paper, 
stamped and marked in the manner aforesaid, the 
whole amount of the duties on which quantity 
shall be ten dollars or upwards, such collector 
shall be, and hereby is authorized, and required 
to deliver such person such quantity of vellum, 
parchment, or paper stamped as aforesaid, the 
said person paying down the amount of the said 
duties, after deducting therefrom seven and one 
half per centum on such amount, which deduc- 
tion the said collector is hereby authorized and 
required to allow. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That all 
the paper wanted for the purposes of this act, ex- 
cepting paper for bank notes, shall be furnished 
at the expense of the United States by the Secre- 
tary of the "Treasury, who is hereby authorized 
to employ annually a sufficient sum for that pur- 
pose, whieh sum, as well as an annual sum of 
twenty thousand dollars, for defraying the ex- 
penses of dies and of stamping the paper, shall 
be paid out of any moneys in the Treasury: not- 
otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That it 
shall be the duty of the collectors aforesaid, in . 
their respective districts, and they are hereby au- 
thorized to collect the duties imposed by this aet; 
and to proseeute for the recovery of the same, 
and for the recovery of any sum or sums which 
may be forfeited by virtue of this act. And all 


thereoflawfully convicted, shall, instead of the pen- 
alty aforesaid, forfeit and pay the sum of five hun- 
dred dollars; and, if an officer of the United States, 
shall, in addition thereto, forfeit his office, and be 
disabled to hold or enjoy the same for the future. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That no in- 
strument or writing whatsoever, charged by this 
act with the payment of a duty as aforesaid, shall 
be pleaded or given in evidence in any court, or 
admitted in any court to be available in law or 
équity, unless the same shall be stamped or mark- 
ed as aforesaid: Provided, That if any such in- 
strument or writing shall have been written or 
printed. upon. vellum, parchment, or paper, not 
marked or stamped according to this-act, or upon 
vellum, parehment, or paper marked or stamped 
for a lower duty than ought to be paid upon the 
same, then, and in such case, it shall be lawful 
for the person or persons holding such instrument 
or writing to pay to the. collector, within whose 
collection district such person or persons.shall re- 
side, the duty chargeable by law on such. instru- 
ment or writing, together with ten dollars in ad- 
dition thereto; which duty and additional sum 
of ten dollars, such collector is hereby authorized 
and required to receive, and without fee or re- 
ward to endorse a receipt therefor under his. hand, 
upon some part of such instrument or writing; 
after which endorsement, and not otherwise, such 
instrument or writing shall be to all intents and 
purposes as valid and available as if the same had 
been or were stamped or marked as by this act 
required. The sums thus received by each col- 
lector, in virtue of this section, shall be accounted 
for and paid over in the same manner as other 
moneys. received for stamp duties, and in such 
form and under such regulations as shall be pre- 
scribed by the Treasury Department. Aud if 
any person, with intent to defraud the United 
States of any sum of moneys directed to be paid 
by this act, shall eounterfeit or forge, or cause or 
procure to be counterfeited or forged, any receipt 
or endorsement provided for and directed by this 
section, or shall utter, pass away, vend, or offer in 
evidence in any court of justice any such forged 
or counterfeit receipt or endorsement, knowing 
the same to be forged or counterfeit, then evéry 
person so offending and being thereof convicted 
in due form of law, shall be adjudged to be guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and shall be subject to be fined 
in any sum not exceeding one thousand dollars, 
and to be imprisoned for any term not exceeding 
seven years. 

Szc. 8. And be it further enacted, 'That, from 
and after the last day of December next, no bank 
or companies aforesaid now established, or which 
shall be hereafter established, which shall not 
have compounded for the duty hereby required, 
shall issue any bank bill or promissory note, un- 
less upon paper duly stamped and whereon the 
respective duties shall have been paid ; and if the 
officer of any such bank, or any person or persons 
employed therein, shall thereafter issue any bill or 
note not duly stamped as aforesaid, he or they 
shall forfeit and pay a fine equal to the value of 
the bill or note so issued. 
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curred by force of this act; shall and: may be sued: 
for and: recovered in the name of the United: 
States, or of the collector aforesaid within whose 
district any such fine, penalty, or forfeiture shali 
have been incurred, by bill, plaint, orinformation, 
one moiety thereof to the use of the United States, 
and the other moiety thereof to the use of the 
person who, if a collector aforesaid, shall first dis- 
cover, if other than.a collector aforesaid, shall 
first inform of the cause, matter, or thing; where- 
by any such fine, penalty, or forfeiture shall have 
been incurred; and where the cause of action or 
complaint shall arise or accrue more than fifty 
miles distant from the nearest place by law estab- 
lished for the holding of a district court within 
the district in which the same shall arise or ac- 
erue, such suit and recovery may be had before 
any court of the State holden within the said dis- 
trict, having jurisdiction in like cases; 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That this 
act shall continue in force until the termination 
of the war in which the United States are now 
engaged with the United Kingdom of Great Brit- 
ain and Ireland and the dependencies thereof, and 
for one year thereafter, and no longer. 

Approved, August 2, 1813. 


fines, penalties, and forfeitures, which shall be in- 


An Act making additional appropriations for the sup- 
port of Government during the year ono thousand 
eight hundred and thirteen. 

Be it enacted, §c., That, in addition to the sums 
appropriated by the act making appropriations. 
for the support of Government for the year one 
thousand eight hundred and thirteen, the follow- 
ing sums be and they are hereby respectively ap- 
propriated, that is to say; 

For expenses of intercourse with foreign na- 
tions, in addition to the sum heretofore appropri- 
ated, the sum of thirty-eight thousand five hun- 
dred dollars. 

For the relief and protection of American sea- 
men, in addition to the sums heretofore appropri- 
ated, the sum of forty thousand dollars. 

For fitting up four rooms in the building pur- 
chased by the United States, where the general 
post office is held, for the use of the superintend- 
ent general of military supplies, two thousand 
thirty nine dollars and twelve and an half cents. 

For books, stationery, furniture, wood, and 
other contingent expenses, the sum of one thou- 
sand dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
several sums hereby appropriated shall be paid 
out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, 

Approved, August 2, 1813. 


An Act allowing a bounty to owners, officers, and 
crews of the private armed vessels of the United 
States. 

Be it enacted, §c., That a bounty of twenty-five 
dollars be paid te the owners, officers, and crews 
of the private armed vessels of the United States, | 
commissioned as letter of marque, for each and 


every prisoner by them capturedand brought into 
port, and delivered to an agent authorized.to re- 
ceive them in any port of the United States ; and 
the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby author- 
ized and required to pay.or cause to:be paid to 
such ows, officers, and crews of private armed. 
vessels commissioned as aforesaid, or their agent, 
the aforesaid bounty for each prisoner, captured 
and delivered as aforesaid. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
sum of fifty thousand dollars, out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, be. 
and the same is hereby appropriated. 


Approved, August 3, 1813. 


An Act making further provision for the collection. of 
internal duties, and for the appointment and com- 
pensation of assessors. 


Be it enacted, $c., That the collectors appointed 
under the act, entitled “An act for the assessment 
and collection of direct taxes and interna! duties,” 
shall be charged, under the direction and superin- 
tendence of the Treasury-Department, with the 
collection in their several districts, as defined in 
the said act, of the duties on sales at auction of 
merchandise, and of ships and vessels; on sugar 
refined within the United States; on carriages 
for the conveyance of persons ; on licenses to re- 
tail dealers in wines, spirituous liquors, and för- 
eign merchandise ; on licenses to distillers of 
spirituous liquors; and on notes of banks, bankers, 
and certain companies; on notes, bonds, and obli- 
gations discounted by banks, bankers, and certain 
companies, and on bills of exchange of certain 
descriptions; and the bonds which the said col- 
lectors under the aforesaid act are required to 

ive for the true and faithful discharge of their of- 
Rees shall be deemed to extend to and include the 
due collection and payment over of the moneys 
arising within their respective distriets from ihe 
several duties above recited: and in case of fail- 
ure in the said due collection and payment, the 
said bonds shall be deemed to be forfeited: to the 
United States, and may be sued and judgment 
recovered thereupon in the manner pointed out 
by this act. 

Suc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
President of the United States beand he is hereby 
authorized to divide, respectively, the several Ter- 
ritories of the United States and the Distriet of 
Columbia into convenient districts, for the pur- 
pose of collecting the internal duties above spe- 
cified, and to nominateand by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate appoint a collector for 
every such district: Provided, That any of the 
said Territories, as well as the said District of Co- 
lumbia, may, if the President shall think it proper, 
be erected into one collection district only : And 
provided also, That if the appointment of the 
said collectors, or any of them shall not be made 
during the present session of Congress, the Presi- 
dent shall be and he is hereby empowered to 
make such appointment during the recess of the 
Senate, by granting commissions which shall ex- 
pire at the end of their next session. 
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Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
several duties laid by the acts, entitled “An act 
laying duties on sales at auction of merchandise 
and of ships and vessels;” “An act laying duties 
on sugar refined within the United States ;” "An 
act laying duties on carriages for the conveyance 
of persons ;” “An act laying duties on licenses to 
retail dealers in wines, spirituous liquors, and 
foreign merchandise ;” “An act laying duties on 
licenses to distillers of spirituous liquors ;” and 
“An act laying duties on notes of banks, bankers, 
and certain companies ; on notes, bonds, and ob- 
ligations discounted by banks, bankers, and cer- 
tain companies, and on bills of exchange of cer- 
tain descriptions,” shall be laid and collected in 
the several Territories of the United States and in 
the Distriet of Columbia, in the same manner and 
under the same penalties as is provided by the said 
acts respectively; which said acts shall to all 
intents and purposes, and in every respect and 
particular, apply and extend to the severa Ter- 
ritories of the United States, and to the District 
of Columbia. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That each of 
the collectors thus appointed within the several 
Territories of the United States, and the District 
of Columbia, and each collector appointed in any 
State, which shall under the provisions of the 
act, entitled “An act to lay and collect a direct 
tax within the United States,” pay its quota into 
the Treasury of the United States, whereby the 
collection by the several collectors of the quotas 
of the said direct tax imposed upon the several 
counties or districts of such State, shall become 
unnecessary, shall, within three months after being 
thereto required, give a bond with sureties, to be 
approved by the Comptroller of the Treasury, for 
the true and faithful execution of his office, and 
settlement of his accounts according to law, ina 
sum not less than three thousand dollars; which 
bond shall be filed in the office of the Comptroller 
of the Treasury, to be by him put in suit for the 
benefit of the United States, upon any breach of 
the conditions thereof. 

Sze. 5. And be it further enacted, That if any 
collector of internal duties within the United 
States, or the Territories thereof, shall neglect or 
refuse for more than three months to make up 
and render to the proper officers his accounts of 
all duties, collected or secured, pursuant to such 
forms as may be prescribed according to law, or 
to verify such accounts on oath or affirmation, if 
thereto required, or to pay over the moneys which 
shall have been collected, his bond shall be deemed 
forfeited, and judgment thereon shall and may 
be taken at the return term, on motion to be made 
in open court by the attorney of the United States, 
unless sufficient cause to the contrary be shown 
to and allowed by the court: Provided always, 
That the writ of process in such case shall have 
been executed at least fourteen days before the 
return day thereof. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the 
amount of all debts due to the United States by 
any collector of internal duties, whether secured 
by bond or otherwise, shall, and hereby is declared 


to be a lien upon the lands and real estate of such 
collector, and of his sureties, if he shall have given 
bond, from the time when a suit shall be institu- 
ted for recovering the same; and for want of 
goods and chattels or other personal effects of 
such collector or his sureties, to satisfy any judg- 
ment which shall or may be recovered against 
them respectively, such lands and real estates may 
be sold at public auction, after being advertised 
for at least three weeks in no less than three pub- 
lic places within the collection district, and in one 
newspaper printed in the county, if any there be, 
atleastsix weeks prior to the time of sale; and 
for all lands or real estate sold in pursuance of 
the authority aforesaid, the conveyances of the 
marshals, or their deputies, executed in due form 
of law, shall give a valid title against all persons 
claiming under such collector or his sureties re- 
spectively. : 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be allowed to the collectors of direct tax and 
internal duties the following commissions on the 
moneys received and accounted for by them, viz: 
On the moneys arising from the direct tax in each 
and every collection district, where the quota of 
such district shall not exceed ten thousand dollars, 
eight per cent.; where the quota shall exceed 
ten thousand dollars, and shall not exceed fifteen 
thousand dollars, seven per cent. ; where the quota 
shall exceed fifteen thousand dollars, and shall 
not exceed twenty thousand dollars, six per cent. ; 
where the quota shall exceed thirty thousand 
dollars, and shall not exceed fifty thousand dollars, 
four per cent. ; where the quota shall exceed fifty 
thousand dollars, three per cent.; and on moneys 
arising from internal duties, six per cent.: Pro- 
vided, 'That the commissions herein allowed for 
the collection of the direct tax and internal duties 
shallin no case exceed four thousand dollars to 
any collector. f 

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the President of the Usited States 
to apportion and distribute, annually, a sum, not 
exceeding in the whole twenty-five thousand dol- 
lars, among such collectors as, for the execution of 
the public service, it shall appear to him necessary 
so to compensate, in addition to the other emol- 
uments to which they are entitled: Provided, 
That no such allowance or distribution shall ex- 
ceed two hundred and fifty dollars to any one 
collector, nor shall be made to any collector whose 
gross emoluments, other than this allowance, shall 
amount to one thousand dollars a year ; nor shall, 
when added to the other gross emoluments of 
such collector, exceed one thousand dollars a year. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be allowed to each collector for measuring, 
according to law, each still or boiler employed 
for the purpose of distillation, being under the 
capacity of one hundred gallons, sixty cents; and 
for each still or boiler as aforesaid, of the capacity 
of one hundred gallons or more, seventy-five cents. 
And the necessary expenses of procuring books, 
stationery, printed forms, certificates, and other 
documents necessary for the collection of the in- 
ternal revenues and direct tax, shall and may be 
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allowed to the collectors in the settlement of their 
accounts. l 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That each 
‘collector shall be authorized tə appoint, by an in- 
strument or instruments under his hand, as many 
deputies within his collection district, to be by 
him paid and compensated for their services, as 
he may deem proper, whose acis officially ana 
legally performed shall be as valid and available 
in every respect as if performed by the collector 
himself. 

Sec.11. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the collectors to keep accurate ac- 
counts of their official emoluments and expen- 
ditures, and the same, after being verified on oath 
or affirmation, to transmit annually on the last 
day of December, or within forty days thereafter, 
under a penalty of one hundred dollars, to the 
Commissioner of the Revenue; and abstracts of 
the same shall be annually laid before Congress 
by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That if the 
appointment of the principal assessors authorized 
by the act, entitled “An act for the assessment 
and collection of direct taxes and internal duties,” 
or of any of them, shall not be made during the 
present session of Congress, the President of the 
United States shall be and he is hereby empow- 
ered to make such appointment, during the recess 
of the Senate, by granting commissions which 
shall expire at the end of their next session. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That the 
President of the United States shall be and he is 
hereby authorized to augment, in cases where he 
may find it necessary, the compensation fixed by 
the act aforesaid for the principal and assistant as- 
sessors, so, however, as that no principal assessor 
shall in any such case receive more than three 
hundred dollars, and no assistant assessor more 
than one hundred and fifty dollars. 

Approved, August 2, 1813. 


An Act to prohibit the use of licenses or passes granted 
by the authority of the Government of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 


Be it enacted, &c., That any citizen or inhabit- 
ant of the United States, or the Territories thereof, 
who shall obtain or use, either directly or indirect- 
ly,a license, pass, or other instrument granted by 

- the Government of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, or by any officer or agent 
thereof, for the protection of: any ship, vessel, or 
merchandise on the high seas or elsewhere, or 
for the admission of any ship, vessel, or merchan- 
dise, into any port or place whatever; and any 
citizen or inhabitant as aforesaid, who shall be 
either directly or indirectly concerned or assisting 
in obtaining, using, granting, or selling any such 
license, pass, or instrument, shall, upon convic- 
tion, for every such offence, forfeit a sum equal 
to twice the value of any such ship, vessel, aud 
merchandise, and shall moreover be adjudged 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be fined ina 
sum not exceeding five thousand nor less than 
one thousand dollars; and any ship, vessel, or 


merchandise, owned in whole or in part by any 
citizen or inhabitant of the United States, or of 
the Territories thereof, which shall, five days 
after the promulgation of this aet in the nearest 
port, be fouud in the waters or within the juris- 
diction of the United States, having or using a 
license, pass, or other instrument as aforesaid, 
shall be forfeited, the one half to the use of the 
United States, and the other half to any person 
or persons who shall give information thereof, 
and produce or procure evidence of the fact; the 
duties, if any. which may be payable on the im- 
portation of such merchandise, being previously 
paid or deducted from the proceeds of such for- 
feiture: Provided however, That the claim of any 
such person or persons, as derived from this act, 
shall not be admitted to bar, defeat, or affect any 
forfeiture accrued to the United States, or to any 
other person, which shall have been incurred by 
reason of an infraction of any other law of the 
United States. - 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That any 
ship or vessel of the United States sailing under, 
or found on the high seas using a license, pass, or 
instrument, as described in the preceding section 
of this act, shall be considered and held as sailing 
under the flag of the Government of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland; and it 
shall be lawful for the commanders of the public 
and private armed ships and vessels of the United 
States and the Territories thereof, to stop and ex- 
amine any ship and vessel of the United States 
or their Territories, on the high seas or elsewhere, 
which there may be reasonable ground to sus- 
pect is sailing under the protection of, or using 
any such license, pass, or other instrument as 
aforesaid; and if upon examination it shall appear 
that such ship or vessel is sailing under the pro- 
tection of, or using any such license, pass, or 
other instrument, it shall be the duty of such 
commanders, and of each of them, to seize every 
such ship or vessel, and send the same to any 
port of the United States or the Territories there- 
of; and every such ship or vessel, so found sailing 
under the protection of, or using any such license, 
pass, or other instrument as aforesaid, shall, upon 
due proof thereof, before any court of the United 
States or the Territories thereof, having compe- 
tent jurisdiction, be condemned, together with 
the cargo, and be forfeited to the sole use of the 
officers and crew of such public or private ship 
or vessel; and all forfeitures which shall accrue 
and be recovered in pursuance of this section, 
shall be distributed according to the rules pre- 
seribed by the existing laws, in cases of prizes 
made from the enemy; Provided, That nothing 
contained in this act, shall be so construed as to 
prevent the acceptance or use of a passport or 
any other paper authorized by the Government 
of the United States, or the acceptance or use of 
a passport granted by the commander of any 
ship of war of the enemy to any ship.or vessel of 
the United States, which may have been cap- 
tured and given up for the purpose of carrying 
persons captured by the enemy to the United 
States. 
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‘Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That every: 
ship or vessel belonging wholly, or in part, to a 
citizen or eitizens, inhabitant or inhabitants of 
the United States, which shall depart or clear 
out from any port or place within the jurisdic- 
tion of the United States, after the promulgation 
of this act at such port or place, shall be subject 
to the operation of the same; and that every ship 
or vessel owned as aforesaid, if the same be in 
any part of Europe, of the Mediterranean, or the 
western coast of Africa, or between the same and 
the United States, at the passage of this act, after 
the first day of November next; and if at any 
port .or, place to the east of the Cape of Good 
Hope, or between the same and the United States, 
after the first day of January next; and if in either 
case such vessel.arrive in the United States pre- 
vious to the said periods respectively, then, after 
her arrival, shall in. like manner:be subject to the 
operation of this act: Provided, That if any such 
ship or vessel be, in either of the foregoing cases, 
delayed: by stress of weather or other-unavoidable 
accident, from returning to the United States 
within the periods above stated, the same shall 
not be subject to the operations of this-act, until 
a sufficient time shall have elapsed, after a knowl- 
edge thereof, for her return to the United States: 
And provided also, That:nothing herein contain- 
ed shall be so construed as to arrest or stay any 
proseeution or judicial proceeding now pending 
in any court of the United States or the Territo- 
ries thereof, instituted against any citizen or in- 
habitant of the United States, for using, or against 
any ship or vessel belonging wholly or in part to 
any citizen or citizens, inhabitant or inhabitants 
of the United States, for sailing under the pro- 
tection of a license or pass granted by the author- 
ity of. the Government of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, or by any person or 
‘persons acting under the authority. of the same. 

Approved, August.2,.1813, 


: An Act to amend and explain the act regulating pen- 
sions to persons on board private armed ships. 


Be it enacted, $c., That the act regulating 
‘pensions to persons on board private armed ships 
shall he construed to authorize the Secretary of 
the Navy to place on the pension list, under the 
restrictions and regulations of the said act, any 
officer, seaman, or marine, belonging to any pri- 
vate armed ship or vessel of the United States, 
bearing à commission of letter of marque, who 


shall have been wounded or otherwise disabled ' 


in the line of their duty as officers, seamen, or 
marines of such private armed ship or vessel. 
Approved, August 2, 1813. 


An Act giving further time for registering claims to 
land in the late district of Arkansas, in the Territory 
of Missouri, and for other purposes. 

* Beit enacted, $c., That every person or per- 

Sons claiming lands in the late district of Arkan- 


sas, in the Territory of Missouri, who are actual 
settlers on the land which they claim, and whose 
claims have mot been ‘heretofore filed -with the 
recorder of land titles for the "Territory of Mis- 
souri, shall be allowed until the first day of Janu- 
ary next, to deliver notices in writing and the 
written evidence of their claims to the recorder 
of land titles in the Territory aforesaid; and the 
notices and evidences so delivered within the 
time limited by this aet, shall be recorded in the 
same manner, and on payment of the same fees, 
as if the same had been delivered before the. first 
day of July, one thousand eight hundred and 
eight; but the right.of such persons as shall neg- 
lect so doing, within the time limited by this act, 
shall, so far as they are derived from or founded 
on any act.of Congress, ever. after be barred and 
become void, and the evidences of their claims 


-never after admitted as evidence in any claim of 


the United States, against any grant derived 
from the United States. >» 

Sec..2. And be it further enacted, That the 
recorder -of land titles for the Territory of Mis- 
sourishall have tbe same powers, and perform 
the same duties, in every respect, in relation to 
the claims that may be filed according to the pre- 
ceding section,.as the board of commissioners: for 
ascertaining and adjusting claims to lands in. the 
district of Louisiana would bave had or should 
have performed, if such notice had:been filed and 
such evidence delivered before the first day of 
July, one thousand eight hundred and eight, ex- 
cept that his decisions shall be subject to the re- 
vision of Congress. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the said recorder-of land titles to 
make, to the Commissioner of the. General Land 
Office, a report of all claims filed with the said 
recorder, with the substance of the evidence in 
support thereof; and also his opinion, and such 
remarks respecting the claims as he may.think 
proper to make; which report, together with a 
list of the claims which, in the opinion of the 
said recorder,.ought.to be confirmed,-shall-be laid 
‘by the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
before Congress for their determination. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
said recorder shall be allowed fifty. cents'for each 
claim on which a decision shall be made, whether 
such decision shall be in favor or against the 
claims, which allowance shall be in full for his 
services under this act. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That in 
every case where notice of the claim shall have 
been filed under former laws, and in which: no 
testimony shall have been produced, the claim- 
ants-shall be allowed until the first day of. July, 
one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, to pro- 
duce to said recorder testimony in support of such 
claims; and the said recorder shall, in relation to 
such claims, have the same powers and perform 
the said duties as are required of him on claims 
filed under this act. 

Approved, August 2, 1813. 
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tained a clearance, nor until the master or com- 
mander shall have delivered to the collector or 
surveyor of the port of departure, a manifest of 
the whole cargo on board, that the said vessel or 
boat shall not, during the time above-mentioned, 
proceed to any other port or place than that men- 
tioned in her clearance, nor put any article on 
board of any other vessel or boat, or be employed 
in any foreign trade; and that, on every voyage 
or trip, the whole of the cargo shall be landed in 
a port or place of the United States or the Terri- 
tories thereof, within the bay, sound, rivers, or 
lakes to which the navigation of such vesselis 
confined, and the burden of the proof of the land- 
ing of the whole of any such cargo in a port or 
place of the United States or the Territories 
thereof, within the bay, sound, rivers, or. lakes, to 
which the navigation of such vessel or boat is 
confined, or in the port or place mentioned in her 
clearance, shall,in case of any suit or prosecu- 
tion instituted on such bond for a breach of the 
conditions thereof,lie upon the owner or owners, 
consignee or factors, of such vessel or boat, or the 
master thereof, as the case may bg: Provided, 
Such prosecution or suit be instituted within two 
years after such breach shall have been com- 
mitted. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That if any 
vessel or boat, not having received a permission, 
and a bond not having been first given in the 
manner provided for in the next preceding sec- 
tion, shall take on board any article or articles 
prohibited by this act, such vessel or boat, togeth- 
er with her cargo, shall be wholly forfeited, and 
the owner or owners, agent, freighter or factors, 
master or commander, of such vessel or boat, shall 
moreover severally forfeit and pay a sum equal to 
the value of the vessel or boat, and of the cargo 
put on board the same. 

Sec. 6, And be it further enacted, That the 
person or persons, whose names do or may ap- 
pear as owner or owners of any ship or vessel 
either on the certificate of registry, enrolment, or 
license of any such ship or vessel, or if neither 
registered or licensed, on the last clearance or 
custom-house documents issued before the pass- 
ing of this act for such ship or vessel, shall be re- 
puted as the true owner or owners of such ship or 
vessel, and be liable to the payment of all penal- 
ties which may be incurred by the owners of such 
ship or vessel, by reason of any violation of any 
of the provisions of this act: Provided, always, 
That nothing in this section contained shall be 
construed to release any other person or persons 
from the payment of any penalty incurred by vir- 
tue ofthis act. And in case of any new register 
or license being granted during the continuance 
of this act, or in case of the sale of any ship or 
vessel neither registered or licensed, a bond with 
one or more sureties to the United States shall, 
previous to the granting any such new register 
or license, or to recognising the sale of such ves- 
sel not registered or licensed, be required by the 
collector, in an amount equal to three hundred 

dollars of each ton of such ship or vessel, that such 
ship or vessel shall not, during the continuance 


of this act, contravene.or infringe any of the pro- 
visions thereof: Provided, That nothing herein 
contained shall be construed to extend to the 
owner or owners of any ship or vessel who shall 
have made a bona fide sale of such such ship or 
vessel, in any port or harbor of the United States, 
before notice of this act at such port or harbor 
respectively, nor to the owner or owners of any 
ship or vessel, in any foreign port or place, who 
shall have made a bona fide sale thereof before 
notice of this act: And provided also, That such 
bond shall not release the owners and master of 
such ship or vessel, or any other person, from the 
obligation of giving every other bond required 
by this act. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the 
owner or owners of all vessels licensed for fish- 
eries, or those bound on a whaling voyage, and 
having no other cargo than necessary sea stores, 
salt, and the usual fishing tackling and apparel, 
shall give a general bond in four times the value 
of the vessel and eargo that they will not, during 
the continuance of this act, proceed to any for- 
eign port or place, and will return with their fish- 
ing fare to some port or place within the United 
States. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That if any 
ship or vessel shall, during the continuance of 
this act, depart from any port of the United 
States without a clearance or permit, or if any 
ship or vessel shall, contrary to the provisions of 
this act, proceed to a foreign port or place, or 
trade with, or put on board of, any other ship or 
vessel any article or articles prohibited by this 
act, such ship or vessels, goods, wares, merchan- 
dise, produce, provisions, naval or military stores, 
shall be wholly forfeited ; and if the same shall 
not be seized, the owner or owners, agent, freight- 
er, or factors of any such ship or vessel shall, fur 
every such offence, forfeit @nd pay a sum equal 
to double the value of the ship or vessel and ear- 
go, and shall never thereafter be allowed a credit 
for duties on any goods, wares, and merchandise, 
imported by him or them into any of the ports of 
the United States; and the master or commander 
‘of such ship or vessel, as well as all other per- 
sons who shall knowingly be concerned in any 
such violations of this act, shall each, respectively, 
forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding twenty thou- 
sand dollars for every such offence, whether the 
vessel be seized and condemned or not, and shall 
be imprisoned for a term not less than six calen- 
dar months, nor exceeding one year; and the 
oath or affirmation of any master or commander 
knowingly offending against the provisions ot 
this section, shall ever thereafter be inadmissible 
before any collector of the customs of the United 
States. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That if any 
foreign ship or vessel shall, during the continu- 
ance of this act, take on board any specie, goods, 
wares, merchandise, produce, provisions, naval or 
military stores, other than the provisions and sea 
stores necessary for the voyage, such ship or ves- 
sel, and the specie and cargo on board, shall be 
wholly forfeited, and may be seized and con- 
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shall be lawful for the President of the United 
States, or such other person as he shall have em- 
powered for that purpose, to employ such part of 
the land or naval forces, or militia of the United 
States, or of the territories thereof, as may be 
judged necessary, in conformity with the provi- 
sions of this act, for the purpose of preventing 
the illegal departure of any ship or vessel, or of 
detaining, taking possession of, and keeping in 
custody any ship or vessel, or of taking into cus- 
tody and guarding any specie, goods, wares, mer- 
chandise, produce, provisions, naval or military 
stores, or live stock, and, also, for the purpose of 
preventing and suppressing any armed or riotous 
assemblage of persons resisting the custom‘house 
officers in the exercise of their duties, or in any 
manner opposing the execution of this act, or 
otherwise violating or assisting and abetting vio- 
lations of the same. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That it 
shall be lawful for the public and private armed 
vesseis of the United States to capture and seize 
on the high seas or elsewhere, any ship or vessel 
which shall have violated any of the provisions 
of this act, and to send the same into any port of 
the United States for adjudication. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That all 
penalties and forfeitures incurred by force of this 
act, may be prosecute, sued for, and recovered 
by action of debt, or by indictment or informa- 
tion, as the case may require, and if recovered in 
consequence of any seizure made by the com- 
mander of any public armed vessel of the United 
States, shall be distributed according to the rules 
prescribed by the act, entitled “An act for the 
government of the Navy of the United States,” 
and if in consequence of any seizure made by 
any private armed vessel of the United States, 
shall be distributed according to the rules pre- 
scribed by the act, entitled “An act concerning 
letters of marque, prizes, and prize goods,” and 
the act in addition thereto; and if otherwise, shall 
be distributed and accounted for in the manner 
prescribed by the act, entitled *An act to regulate 
the collection of duties on imports and tonnage,” 
passed the second day of March, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-nine, and may be miti- 
gated or remitted in the manner prescribed by the 
act, entitled “An act to provide for mitigating or 
remitting forfeitures, penalties, and disabilities 
accruing in certain cases therein mentioned,” 
passed the third day of March, one thousand sev- 
en hundred ninety-seven, and made perpetual by 
an act passed the eleventh day of February, one 
thousand eight hundred; and any officer or other 
person, entitled to a part or share of any of the 
fines, penalties, or forfeitures aforesaid, may, if 
necessary, be a witness on the trial therefor, but 
in such case he shall not receive any part or share 
of the said fine, penalty, or forfeiture, but the part 
or share to which he would otherwise be entitled 
shall belong to the United States. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That the 
time during which thisact shall continue in force, 
shall not be computed as making part of theterm 
of twelve calendar months during which goods, 


demned in any court of the United States hav- 
ing competent jurisdiction; and every person 
concerned in such unlawful shipment, shall for- 
feit and pay a sum not exceeding twenty thou- 
sand dollars for every such offence. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the 
collectors of all the districts of the United States 
and the territories thereof, shall be, and they are 
hereby, authorized to take into their custody, any 
specie, goods, wares, merchandise, produce, pro- 
visions, naval or military stores, or live stock, 
found on board of any ship or vessel, boat or other 
water craft, when there is reason to believe that 
they are intended for exportation, or when in 
vessels, carts, wagons, sleighs, or in any other 
carriage, or in any manner apparently on their 
way towards the territories of a foreign nation, or 
the vicinity thereof, or towards a place whence 
such articles are intended to be exported, or placed 
in the possession of the enemies of the United 
States; and not to permit such articles to be re- 
moved, until bond, with sufficient sureties, shall 
have been given for the landing or delivery of 
the same in some place of the United States, 
whence, in the opinion of the collector, there 
shall not be any danger of such articles being 
exported or placed in the possession of the ene- 
mies of the United States. 

Sec, 11. And be it further enacted, That the 
powers given to the collectors by this act, to re- 
fuse pe mipicn to put any cargo on board any 
vessel, boat, or other water craft, to detain any 
vessel, or to take into their custody any articles 
for the purpose of preventing violations of the 
embargo, shall be exercised in conformity with 
such instruetions as the President may give, and 
such rules as he may prescribe for that purpose, 
made in pursuance of the powers aforesaid; 
which instructions and rules the collector shall 
be bound to obey. And if any action or suit be 
brought against any collector or other person 
acting under the directions of, and in pursuance 
of this act, he may plead the general issue, and 
give this act, and the instructions and regulations 
of the President, in evidenee for his justification 
and defence. And any person aggrieved by the 
acts of any collector, in either of the cases afore- 
said, may file his petition before the district court 
of the district wherein the collector resides, sta- 
ting tbe facts of his case, and thereupon, after 
due notice given to the district attorney and the 
collector, the said court may summarily hear and 
adjudge thereupon, as law and justice may re- 
quire} and the judgment of said court, and the 
reason and facts whereon it is grounded shall be 
filed among the records of said court; and if 
restoration of the property detained or taken in 
custody, or permission to load, as aforesaid, shall 
be decreed, it shall be upon the party's giving 
such bond with sureties, as is or shall be required 
to be taken in similar cases by the collector, and 
not otherwise; but if the said court shall adjudge 
against such petition, the collector shall be enti- 
tled to treble costs, which shall be taxed for him. 
and execution awarded accordingly by the court 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That it 
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wares, or merchandise, imported into the United 
States, must be exported in order to be entitled 
to a drawback of the duties paid on the importa- 
tion thereof. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That noth- 
ing in this act contained, shall prevent the sail- 
ing of any private armed vessel duly commis- 
sioned by any foreign power in amity with the 
United States, nor of any vessel of the United 
States duly commissioned by any foreign power 
in amity with the United States, nor of any ves- 
sel of the United States duly commissioned by 
virtue of an act, entitled “An act concerning let- 
ter of marque, prizes, and prize goods,” passed on 
the twenty-sixth day of June, one thousand eight 
hundred and twelve: Provided always, never- 
theless, That it shall be lawful for, and the duty 
of all officers.of the customs and revenue officers 
of the United States, and they are hereby en- 
joined, to examine, search, and effectually ascer- 
tain the amountand kind of articles all such ves- 
sels about sailing may have on board, so as ta 
prevent their taking any cargo or other lading 
than the stores, provisions, armament, furniture, 
and equipment, generally proper and necessary 
for such vessels. 

Szoc.17. And be it further enacted, That when- 
ever it shall appear, on report made to any col- 
leetor of the customs, by any officer of the cus- 
toms, revenue officer, or other person, that any 
private armed vessel has on board any article or 
articles whatever, goods, wares, merchandise, or 
cargo of any description, intended for trade or 
traffic with the enemies of the United States, 
either directly or intermediately through any 
neutral or other person or persons, or for expor- 
tation, it shall be the duty of the said collector, 
and he is hereby authorized to seize all such ar- 
ticles, goods, wares, merchandise, and cargo of 
every description, and to have the same landed 
forth with, to be proceeded against as forfeited to 
the United States. : 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That in all 
such cases it shall be the duty of the District At- 
torney of the United States, for the district within 
which the said proceedings shall take place, to 
proceed in due form of law for the condemnation 
and forfeiture of the said articles to the use of 
the United States. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That in all 
cases of condemnation as aforesaid, the captain 
or other commanding officer, and each and every 
of the owners of such private armed vessels, shall 
be fined in a sum not exceeding one thousand 
dollars each. 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That this 
act shall be in force from and after the passing 
thereof, until the first day of January, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fif- 
teen, unless a cessation of hostilities between the 
United States and Great Britain and Ireland and 
their dependencies, shall take place before that 
day; in which event, or in any other event that 
shall, in the opinion of the President, render the 
termination of the embargo hereby imposed com- 
patible with the public interest, the President of 


the United States is hereby authorized to declare: 
by proclamation, that this act is to cease and have 


no effect. 
H. wis 
Speaker of the House o resentatives. 
P T J. B VARNUM, 
President pro tempore of the Senate. 
Approved, December 17, 1813. 
JAMES MADISON. 


An Act making certain partial appropriations for the 
year one thousand eight hundred and fourteen. 

Be it enacted, §c., That a sum of one million 
five hundred thousand dollars be and the'same is 
hereby appropriated towards defraying the ex- 
penses of the Military Establishment of the Uni- 
ted States during the year one thousand eight 
hundred and fourteen. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
following sums be appropriated for the purposes 
herein recited, that is to say: Towards defraying 
the compensation granted by law to the members 
of the Senate and House of Representatives, their 
officers and attendants, during the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fourteen, the sum of fifty 
thousand dollars. 

Towards defraying the contingent expenses of 
the House of Representatives, during the year 
one thousand. eight hundred and. fourteen, ten 
thousand dollars. 

: Towards defraying the contingent expenses o 
the Senate, during the year one thousand eigh t 
hundred and fourteen, three thousand dollars. 

Towards defraying the expenses of the Navy 
of the United States, for the year one thousand 
eight hundred and fourteen, the sum of one mil- 
lion of dollars. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
several appropriations hereinbefore made, shall be 
paid and discharged out of any moneys in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Approved, January 11, 1814. 


An Act to amend the seventh section of the act, enti- 
tled “ An act to lay and collect a direct tax within 
the United States.” 

Be it enacted, §c., That in every case where 
the Legislature of a State shail not convene prior 
to the first day of January, one thousand eight 
hundred and fourteen, no notice of the assumption 
of the quota of such State of the direct tax shall 
be deemed necessary; and such State shall be 
allowed until the twentieth of February next for 
making payment, and shall receive thereon the 
same deduction as if such payment had been 
made on the tenth day of February. 

Approved, January 17, 1814. 


An Act authorizing the President of the United States 
to grant certain permissions to the inhabitants of 
the island of Nantucket. 

Be it enacted, $c., That, during the continu- 
ance of the act laying an embargo on all ships 
and vessels in the ports and harbors of the United 
States, it shall be lawful for the President of the 
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United. States, and he.is hereby authorized and 
empowered, when in his opinion the public in- 
terest shall not forbid it, to grant permission, on 
plication made therefor, to any inhabitant or in- 
habitants of the island of Nantucket, to employ 
any ship, vessel, or boat, for the purpose of con- 
veying from the main land to said island, fuel, 
provisions, and other necessaries for the subsist- 
ence of the inhabitants thereof, and of carrying 
from Nantucket to the main land, in the ship, 
vessel, or boat, oil, spermaceti candles, and fish, 
under such regulations aud restrictions, and with 
such security as are required by the fourth sec- 
tion of the act “laying an embargo on all ships 
and vessels in the ports and harbors of the Uni- 
ted States.” 
Approved, January 25, 1814. 


Àn Act making further provision for filling the ranks 
of the regular Army, encouraging enlistments, and 
authorizing the re-enlistments, for longer periods, of 
men whese terms of service are about to expire. 


Be it enacted, $c. That, in order to complete 
the present Military Establishment to the full 
number authorized by law with. the greatest pos- 
sible despatch, there shall be paid to each effective 
able bodied man who shall, after the first day of 
February next, be enlisted into the Army of the 
United States, to serve for the term of five years, 
or during the war, at his election, in lieu of the 
bounty in money and of the three months’ pay at 
the expiration of the service now allowed by law, 
the sum of one hundred and twenty-four dollars ; 
fifty dollars of which to be paid at the time the 
recruit is enlisted, fifty dollars when he shall be 
mustered and have joined some military corps fur 
service, and twenty-four dollars when he shall 
be discharged from service; and the wife and 
children, and, if he leave no wife or children, the 
parents of such non-commissioned officer and 
soldier enlisted as hereinbefore stated, who may 
be killed in action, or die in the service of the 
United States, shall be allowed and paid the sum 
of twenty-four dollars; and, after the said first 
day of February next, so much of the fourth sec- 
tion of the act, entitled “An act for the more per- 
fect organization of the Army of the United 
States,” passed the twentieth day of January, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirteen, as allows 
to each able bodied man enlisted into the service 
of the United States, in the manner therein 
stated, an advance of twenty-four dollars on ac- 
count of his pay, shall be and the same is hereby 
repealed. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
sum of eight dollars shall be paid to any non- 
commissioned officer, soldier, or citizen, who 
shall, after the first day of February next, furnish 
and procure to be enlisted, according to law, an 
able bodied man to serve for the term of five 
years, or duriug the war. 

Sec. 3. And be tt further enacted, That every 
non-commissioned officer, musician, and private, 
who has been recruited in the regular Army of 
the United States, under the authority of the act 


Sec. 4, And be it further enacted, That the 
non-commissioned officers, musicians, and pri- 
vates, re-enlisted under the authority of the pre- 
ceding section, shall be entitled to the bounty al- 
lowed by this aet to recruits for five years or for 
the war. 

Approved, January 27, 1814. 


An Act for the appointment of an additional Judge 
for tho Missouri ‘Territory, and for other purposes, 
Be it enacted, §-c.. That there- shall be appointed 

an additional Judge for the Missouri Territory, 
who shall hold his office for the term. of four 
years, unless. sooner removed, shall reside at or 
near the village of Arkansas, and who shall pos- 
sess and exercise within the limits of the late 
district of Arkansas, as fixed and established 
while the same was a part of the Territory of 
Louisiana, or as the limits shall be established by 
the General Assembly of the Missouri Territory, 
the jurisdiction now possessed and exercised in 
said district, by the court of common pleas, as 
well as that possessed and exercised by the supe- 
rior eourt within the said district, and to the ex- 
clusion of the original jurisdiction of the said 
court of common pleas and superior court within 
the same: Provided, always, That the said su- 
perior court, or any judge thereof, in pursuance 
of the laws now in force. in said Territory, or of 
any laws hereafter to be made for the purpose, 
shall have full power and authority to issue writs 
of error to the court established by this act; and 
said superior court shall have cognizance thereof, 
and also of all appeals for error in law in all 
causes in which appeals are by law allowed from 
the courts of common pleas to said superior 
court. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
said superior court is hereby authorized, upon the 
reversal of a judgment of the court established by 
this act, to render such judgment as the said court 
ought to have rendered, except where the reversal 
is in favor of the plaintiff in the original suit, and 
the debt or damages to be assessed are uncertain, in 
which case the cause shall be remanded for a final 
determination. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That no 
writ of error shall operate as a supersedeas, unless 
the plaintiff in error shall give security, to be ap- 
proved of by a judge of the superior court, to pro- 
secute his writ to effect and pay the condemna. 
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tion money and all costs, or otherwise abide the 
judgment which may be rendered on such writ 
of error. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
judge to be appointed by virtue of this act shall 
appoint a clerk of said court, who shall be com- 
missioned by the Governor, and hold his office 
during the temporary government of said Ter- 
ritory, unless sooner removed by said judge. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the 
said court established by this act shall hold two 
terms in each and every year in the said village 
of Arkansas, to commence on the first Mondays 
in April and September annually. and shall con- 
tinue in session until all the business before it 
shall be disposed of: Provided always, That the 
General Assembly of the said Territory shall have 
power to alter the times and place of holding the 
said court. ; 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the 
judge, to be appointed by virtue of this act, shall 
receive the same salary, and payable in the same 
manner, which is established by law for the judges 
of said superior court in the said Territory of 
Missouri. 

Approved, January 27, 1814. 


An Act authorizing the President of the United States 
to cause certain regiments therein mentioned to be 
enlisted for five years, or during the war. 


Beit enacted, $c. That the President of the 
United States be, and he hereby is, authorized and 
empowered to cause to be enlisted, for the term of 
five years, or during the war, the fourteen regi- 
ments of infantry which are now by law author- 
ized to be enlisted for the term of one year, or 
such number of them. or of the troops composing 
the same, as in his opinion will best promote the 
public service. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That each 
man enlisted under the authority of this act shall 
be allowed the same bounty in money and land as 
is now by law allowed to men enlisted for five 
years or during the war, and that the officers, non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, 
shall receive the same pay. clothing, subsistence, 
and forage, be entitled to the same benefits, be sub- 
jeet to the same rules and regulations, and be 
placed in every respect on the same footing as 
the other regular troops of the United States. 

Approved, January 28, 1814. 


An Act to raise three regiments of Riflemen. 


Be it enacted, §c., That there be immediately 
raised such number of regiments of riflemen, not 
exceeding three, as in the opinion of the Presi- 
dent will best promote the military service, to 
serve for five years, or during the war, unless 
sooner discharged. 

Sec. 2. And be it farther enacted, That each 
regiment shall consist of one colonel, one lieu- 
tenant colonel, two majors, one adjutant, one pay- 
master, one quartermaster, one surgeon, one sur- 
geon’s mate, one sergeant major, one quarter- 
master’s sergeant, two principal musicians, and ten 
companies, 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That each 
company shall consist of one captain, one first 
lieutenant, one second lieutenant, one third lieu- 
tenant, and one ensign, five sergeants, four copo- 
rals, two musicians, and ninety privates. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That each 
man recruited under the authority of this act be 
allowed the same bounty in land and money as is 
allowed by law to men enlisted for five years, or 
during the war, aad that the officers, non-com- 
missioned officers, musicians, and privates, shall 
receive the same pay, clotbing, subsistence, and 
forage, be entitled to the same provisions for 
wounds or disabilities, the same benefits and al- 
lowanees, and be placed in every respect on the 
same footing as the other regular troops of the 
United States, 

Src. 5, And be it further enacted, That each 
company of the regiment of riflemen authorized 
to be raised by the act of April twelfth, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and eight. shall consist of 
ninety privates. 

Approved February 10, 1814. 


An Act for giving farther time to purchasers of public 
lands to complete their payments. 

Be it enacted, &c., That every person who, 
prior to the first day of April, one thousand eight 
hundred and ten, had purchased any tract or tracts 
of land of the United States not exceeding in the 
whole six hundred and forty acres, unless the 
tract purchased be a fractional section or sections 
or fractional sections classed with an entire sec- 
tion, at any of the land offices, and whose lands 
have not already been actually sold or reverted to 
the United States for non-payment of part of the 
purchase money, shall be allowed the further time 
of three years, from and after the expiration of 
the present period already given by law, for com- 
pleting the payment of the said purchase money ; 
which further term of three years shall be allowed 
only on the following condition: First, that all 
arrears of interest on the purchase money shall 
have been paid on or before the time shall have 
expired for completing the payment of the pur- 
chase money: Provided, That in all cases in 
which the time for completing the payment of the 
purchase money may have expired or shall expire 
before the first day of June next, the interest may 
be paid on or before that day. Second, that the 
residue of the sum due on account of the princi- 
pal of sueh purchase shall be paid with interest 
thereon, in three equal annual payments, as fol- 
lows: viz: one third of the said residue, with the 
interest which may be due thereon, within one 
year; another third of the said residue, with the 
lüterest which may be due thereon, within two 
years; and the remaining third of the said residue, 
with the interest due thereon, within three years, 
after the expiration of the time for completing the 
payment on account of such purchase according 
to former laws. And in case of failure in paying 
either the arrears of interest or any of three in- 
stalments of principal with the accruing interest, 
at the time and times above mentioned, the tract 
of land shall be forthwith advertised and offered 
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for sale in the manner and on the terms directed 
by law, in case of lands not paid for within the 
limited term, and shall revert in like manner, if 
the sum due with interest be not at such sale bid- 
den and paid: Provided, That the benefit of this 
act shall not extend to any person or persons on 
account of any purchase of any tract or tracts of 
land made at any of the land offices, northwest of 
the river Ohio, prior to the first day of April, one 
thousand eight hundred and nine. 
Approved, February 19, 1814. 


An Act to continue in force an act to raise ten addi- 
tional companies of Rangers. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the act, entitled “An 
act to raise ten additional companies of rangers,” 
passed the twenty-fifth day of February, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirteen, be and the same 
is hereby continued in force for one year from and 
after the date of the passage of this act. 

Approved, February 24, 1814. 


An Act to authorize the President to receive into ser- 
vice certain Volunteer Corps. 


Be it enacted, $c., That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
receive into the service of the United States such 
proportion of the volunteers authorized by the 
act of sixth February, one thousand eight hundred 
and twelve, and the act supplementary thereto, of 
the sixth July, one thousand eight hundred and 
twelve, and accepted under the authority of said 
acts, as in his judgment the publie service may 
require: Provided, That the volunteers so re- 
ceived shall engage to serve for five years or 
during the war, unless sooner discharged. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That volun- 
teers which shall be taken into service under the 
authority of the preceding section, shall be entitled 
to the same bounty, pay, rations, clothing, for- 
age,and emoluments of every kind, and to the 
same benefits and allowances as the regular troops 
of the United States, 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
officers of corps of volunteers which shall be taken 
into service shall rank according to grade, and the 
dates of their commissions or appointments, with 
other officers of the Army. 

Approved, February 24, 1814. 


An Act to provide for the return to their own districts 


of vessels detained by the embargo in districts other 

than those where they are respectively owned or 

belong. 

Be tt enacted, Fc., That it shall be lawful for 
the President of the United States to authorize 
the collectors of the customs to grant permission 
to ships or vessels of the United States, which, 
at the time when the masters thereof received 
notice of the act passed on the seventeenth day 
of December last, “laying an embargo on all 
ships and vessels in the ports and harbors of the 
United States,” were in a district other than that 
where the said ships or vessels were owned or 


belonged, to return to the district where the owner 
or owners of such ships or vessels reside, in bal- 
last, or with the cargoes, other than provisions, 
naval and military stores, which were on board 
the same when the masters received notice of the 
act as aforesaid: Provided, That no such per- 
mission shall be granted until the owner or mas- 
ter of such ship or vessel, together with one or 
more sufficient sureties, shall have given bond in 
four times the value of such vessel, and of the 
cargo, if any there be on board, conditioned that 
the said ship or vessel shail not proceed to any 
other port or place than that mentioned in her 
clearance, nor put any article on board of any 
other vessel or boat during the voyage. And if 
such ship or vessel shall proceed to any foreign 
port or place, or put any article on board of any 
other vessel or boat during the voyage, or be 
guilty of any other act contrary to the provisions 
of the act before mentioned, “ laying an embargo 
on al! ships and vessels in the ports and harbors 
of the United States,” or contrary to the provis- 
ions of this act, the said ship or vessel, her tackle 
and apparel, shall be forfeited, and the master 
shall moreover forfeit and pay a sum not exceed- 
ing twenty thousand dollars, and shall be impris- 
oned for a term not less than six months nor 
exceeding one year. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That: the 
master of every vessel receiving a permission un’ 
der this act shall, before the departure of the 
same from port, make out, under oath, and de- 
liver to the collector of the district, a list of the 
seamen on board the same, the whole of which 
shall be landed at the port or place to which the 
vessel is permitted to proceed, under penalty of 
five hundred dollars, to be recovered of the mas- 
ter of such vessel before any court of the United 
States having competent jurisdiction, for every 
seaman which shall not be thus landed, except 
death or other unavoidable casualty shall prevent 
the same. And no vessel receiving such permis- 
sion shall take on board a number of seamen 
more than sufficient to navigate the same, of the 
sufficiency of which number the collector shall 
be the judge, and shall be authorized to refuse a 
clearance and permission to depart, if the num- 
ber of seamen on board shall exceed that which 
may in his opinion be necessary. No passengers 
shall be transported in such vessel, other than the 
owner, supercargo, or agent for the same, or for 
the cargo, if any there be on board. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That no 
ship or vessel shall be entitled to the benefit of 
this act, unless the permission hereby authorized 
to be granted shall be applied for within three 
months after the passage thereof. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
President of the United States may instruct the 
collectors of the customs, under such restrictions 
and limitations as he may deem proper, to clear 
out for any district within the United States, or 
the Territories thereof, any vessels wholly em- 
ployed in the transportation of military or naval 
stores, provisions, or other articles on public ac- 
count; and if any such vessel, after the delivery 
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of such public property at any port or place 
within the United States or the Territories there- 
of, shall cease to be employed in the transporta- 
tion of public property as aforesaid, such vessel 
may be permitted to return to the port or place 
of lading, or proceed in ballast only to the dis- 
trict to which such vessel may belong, anything 
in the “Act laying an embargo on all ships and 
vessels in the ports and harbors of the United 
States,” passed during the present session of Con- 
gress, to the contrary notwithstanding. 
Approved, March 4, 1814. 


An Act- to authorize the issuing of Treasury Notes for 
the service of the year one thousand eight hundred 
‘and fourteen. : 

Be it enacted, $c., That the President of the 
United States be and he is hereby authorized to 
cause Treasury notes, for a sum not exceeding 
five millions of dollars, to be prepared, signed, and 
issued, in the manner hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
President of the United States be and he is here- 
by authorized to cause Treasury notes for a fur- 
ther and additional sum, not exceeding in the 
whole five millions of dollars, or such part there- 
of as he shall deem expedient, to be prepared, 
signed, and issued, in the manner hereinafter pro- 
vided: but the amount of money borrowed or 
obtained for the notes which may be issued by 
virtue of this section, shall be deemed and held 
to be in part of the sum which may be author- 
ized to be borrowed by virtue of any act author- 
izing a loan which may be passed during the 
present session of Congress. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
said Treasury notes shali be reimbursed by the 
United States atsuch places, respectively, as may 
be expressed on the face of such notes, one year 
respectively after the day on which the same 
shall have been issued; from which day of issue 
they shall bear interest at the rate of five and 
two-fifths per centum a year, payable to the 
owner or owners of such notes, at the Treasury, 
or by the proper commissioner of loans, or by 
the officer designated for that purpose, at the 
places and times respectively designated on the 
face of said notes for the payment of principal. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
said Treasury notes shall be respectively signed 
in behalf of the United States by persons to be 
appointed for that purpose by the President of 
the United States, two of which persons shall 
sign each note, and shall each receive as a com- 

ensation for that service, at the rate of one dol- 
ar and twenty-five cents for every hundred notes 
thus signed by them respectively: and the said 
notes shall likewise be countersigned by the com- 
missioner of loans for that State where the notes 
may respectively be made payable, or by the 

Register of the Treasury, if made payable 1a the 

District of Columbia, or by a person to be ap- 
pointed for that purpose by the President of the 
United States, if made payable in a State for 
which there is no commissioner of loans; which 


person or persons thus appointed shall also re- 
ceive as a compensation for that service at the 
rate of one dollar and twenty-five cents for every 
hundred notes thus signed by him or them re- 
spectively. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the 
Secretary of the Treasury be and he is hereby 
authorized, with the approbation of the President 
of the United States, to cause to be issued such 
portion of the said Treasury notes as the Presi- 
dent may think expedient, in payment of supplies 
or debts due by the United States, to such public 
creditors or other persons as may choose to re- 
ceive such notes in payment as aforesaid, at par; 
and the Secretary of the Treasury is further au- 
thorized, with the approbation of the President 
of the United States, to borrow, from time to 
time, not under par, such sums as the President 
may think expedient, on the credit of such notes ; 
or to sell, not under par, such portion of the said 
notes as the President may think expedient: and 
it shall be a good execution of this provision, to 
pay such notes to such bank or banks as will re- 
ceive the same at par, and give credit to the 
Treasurer of the United States for the amount 
thereof, on the day on which the said notes shall 
thus be issued and paid to such bank or banks 
respectively. l 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the 
Secretary of the Treasury be and he is hereby 
authorized; with the approbation of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, to employ'an agent or 
agents for the purpose of selling any portion of 
the notes which may be issued by virtue of this 
act. A commission not exceeding one quarter 
of one per cent. on the amount thus sold may, by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, be allowed to such 
agent or agents, and a sum not exceeding twelve 
thousand five hundred dollars, to be paid out of 
any moneys in the 'Treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated, is hereby appropriated for paying such 
commission or commissions as may be thus al- 
lowed. ^ 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the 
said Treasury notes shall be transferrable by de- 
livery and assignment, endorsed thereon by the 
person to whose order the same shall, on the face 
thereof, have been made payable. 

Szc. 8. And. be it further enacted, 'That the 
said Treasury notes, wherever made payable, 
shall be every where received in payment of all 
duties and taxes laid by the authority of the Uni- 
ted States, and of all publie lands sold by the 
said authority. On every such payment credit 
shall be given for the amount of both the princi- 
paland the interest which, on the day of such 
payment, may appear due on the note or notes 
thus given in payment; and the said interest 
shall, on such payments, be computed at the rate 
of one cent and one-half of a cent per day, on 
every hundred dollars of principal, and each 
month shall be computed as containing thirty 

ays. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That any 
person making payment to the United States in 
the said "Treasury notes, into the hands of any 
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collector, receiver of public moneys, or other pub- 
lie officer or agent, shall, on books kept according 
to such forms as shall be prescribed by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, give duplicate certificates 
of the number and respective amount of prinei- 
pal and interest of each and every Treasury note 
thus paid by such person: and ‘every collector, 
receiver of public moneys, or other public officer 
or agent, who shall thus receive any of the said 
Treasury notes in payment, shall, on payment of 
the same into the Treasury or into one of the 
banks where the public moneys are or may be 
deposited, receive credit both for the principal 
and for the interest computed as aforesaid, which, 
on the day of such last mentioned payment, shall 
appear due on the noteor notes thus paid in; 
and he shall be charged for tne interest accrued 
on such note or notes from the day on which the 
same shall have been received by him, in pay- 
ment as aforesaid, to the day on which the same 
shall be paid by him as aforesaid: Provided al- 
ways, That no such charge or deduction shall be 
made with respect to any bank into which pay- 
ments as aforesaid may be made to the United 
States, either by individuals, or by collectors, re- 
ceivers, or other public officers or agents, and 
which shall receive the same as specie, and give 
credit to the Treasurer of the United States for 
the amount thereof, including the interest accrued 
and due on such notes on the day on which the 
same shall have been thus paid into such bank 
on account of the United States. 

Szc. 10. And be it further enacted, That the 
Commissioners of the Sinking Fund be and they 
are hereby authorized and directed to cause to be 
reimbursed and paid, the principaland interest 
of the "Treasury notes which may be issued by 
virtue of this act, at the several times when the 
same, according to the provisious of this act, 
should be thus reimbursed and paid; and the said 
Commissioners are further authorized to make 
purchases of the said notes, in the same manner 
as of other evidences of the public debt, and at a 
price not exceeding par, for the amount of the 
principal aud interest due at the time of purchase 
of such notes. So much of the funds constitut- 
ing the annual appropriation of eight millions of 
dollars for the payment of the principal and in- 
terest of the public debt of the United States as 
may be wanted for that purpose, after satisfying 
the sums necessary for the payment of the inter- 
est and such part of the principal of the said debt 
as the United States are now pledged annually 
to pay and reimburse, including therein the in- 
terest and principal which may become payable 
upon any loan or loans which may be contracted 
by virtue of any law passed during the present 
session of Congress, is hereby pledged and appro- 
priated for the payment of the interest, and for 
the reimbursement or purchase of the principal 
of the said notes; and so much of any moneys 
in the Treasury, not otherwise appropriated, as 
may be necessary for that purpose, is hereby ap- 
propriated for making up any deficiency in the 
funds thus pledged and appropriated for paying 
the principal and interest as aforesaid; and the 


Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized 
and directed, for that purpose, to cause to be paid 
to the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund such 
sum or sums of money, and at such time-or times 
as will enble the said commissioners faithfully 
and punctually to pay the principal and interest. 
of the said notes. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, Thata sum 
of twenty thousand dollars, to be paid out of any 
money in the Treasury nototherwise appropriated, 
be and the same is hereby appropriated for de- 
fraying the expense of preparing, printing, ew- 
graving, signing, and otherwise incident to the 
issuing of the Treasury notes authorized by this 
act, 

Src. 12. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person shall falsely make, forge, or counterfeit, or 
cause or procure to be falsely made, forged or 
counterfeited, or willingly aid or assist in falsely 
making, forging, or counterfeiting any note, in 
imitation of, or purpoiting to be, a Treasury note 
as aforesaid; or shall falsely alter, or cause or 
procure to be falsely altered, or willingly aid or 
assist in falsely altering any Treasury note, issued 
as aforesaid; or shall pass, utter, or publish, or 
attempt to pass, utter, or publish as true, any false 
forged, or counterfeited note, purporting to bea 
Treasury note as aforesaid, knowing the same to 
be falsely made, forged, or counterfeited; or shall 
pass, utter, or publish, or attempt to pass, utter, or 
publish as true, any falsely altered Treasury note, 
issued as aforesaid, knowing the same to be falsely 
altered, every such person shall be deemed and ad- 
judged guilty of felony, and, being thereof convicted 
by due course of law, shall be sentenced to be im- 
prisoned and kept to hard labor for a period not 
less than three years, nor more than ten years, and 
be fined ina sum not exceeding five thousand 
dollars. 

Approved, March 4, 1814. 


An Act to establish the mode of laying off the ‘Terri- 
tory of Indiana into districts, for the election of its 
members of the Legislative Council. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Indiana Territory be and it is 
hereby empowered, from time to time, to lay off 
the said Territory into five districts for the elec- 
tion of the members of the Legislative Council 
of the Territory aforesaid. 

SEc.2. And be it further enacted, That the dis- 
tricts established by Governor Harrison, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
nine, shall remain, as the lawfully authorized dis- 
tricts for the election of the members of the Le- 
gislalive Council of said Territory, until the 
House of Representatives thereof shall have exer- 
cised the power vested in that body by the first 
section of this act. 

Approved, March 4, 1814. 


An Act giving pensions to the orphans and widows of 
persons slain in the public or private armed vessels 
of the United States. 

Be it enacted, $c., That if any officer, seaman 
or marinc, serving on board of any private armed 
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paid out of any moneys in the Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated. 
Approved, March 9, 1814. 


ship or vessel bearing a commission of letter of 
marque, shall die, or shall have died since the 
eighteenth day of June, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and twelve, by reason 
of a wound received in the line of his duty, leav- 
ing a widow, or if no widow, a child or children 
sixteen years of age,such widow, or if no widow, 
such child or children shall be placed on the pen- 
sion list by the Secretary of the Navy, who shall 
allow to such widow, child or ehildren, half the 
monthly pension to which the rank of the deceased 
would have entitled him for the highest rate of 
disability, under “An act regulating pensions to 
persons on board private armed ships ;” which al- 
Jowance shall continue for the term of five years ; 
but in case of the death or intermarriage of such 
widow, before the expiration of the term of five 
years, the half pay for the remainder of the term 
shall go to the child or children of the deceased : 
Provided, That the half pay shall cease on the 
death of such child or children. And the several 
pensions hereby directed shall be paid by direction 
of the Secretary of the Navy out of the fund pro- 
vided by the seventeenth section ofan act, entitled 
“An act concerning letters of marque, prizes and 
prize goods,” and from no other. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That if any 
seaman or marine belonging to the Navy of the 
United States shall die, or if any officer, seaman 
or marine, belonging to the Navy of the United 
States, shall have died, since the eighteenth day 
of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and twelve, by reason of a wound 
received in the line of his duty, leaving a widow, 
or if no widow, a child or children under sixteen 
years of age, such widow, or if no widow, such 
child or children shall be entitled to receive half 
the monthly pay to which the deceased was enti- 
tled at the time of his death, which allowance 
shall continue for the term of five years; but in 
case of the death or intermarriage of such widow, 
before the expiration of the said term of five years, 
the half pay for the remainder of the term shall 
go to the child or children of the deceased: Pro- 
vided, That such half pay shall cease on the death 
of such child or children. And the money re- 
quired for this purpose shall be paid out of the 
navy pension fund, under the direction of the 
commissioners of that fund. 

Approved, March 4, 1814. 


An Act to incorporate a fire insurance company in the 
town of Alexandria, in the District of Columbia. 
Be it enacted, &c., That those who shall be- 

come subscribers to the company, their successors 

and assigns, shall be, and are hereby created, a 

body politic, by the name and style of the “ Fire 

Insurance Company of Alexandria ;” and shall 

by that name have succession, and shall be able 

to sue and be sued, implead and be impleaded, in 
all courts of law in the United States. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That a sub- 
scription be opened in the town of Alexandria, 
under the direction of James B. Nickolls, Cuth- 
bert Powell, Jonah Thompson, Thomas Vowell, 
and James H. Hooe, George Taylor, John Me- 
Kenney, Philip Triplett, Craven 'T. Peyton, and 
Nathaniel. Wattles, or a majority of them, for 
raising a capital stock of two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars in shares of twenty-five dollars 
each ; and that each person upon subseribing pay 
to the persons abovementioned, five dollars upon 
each share so subscribed for; and that the re- 
mainder of the twenty-five dollars shall be secured 
by negotiable notes, signed and endorsed to the 
satisfaction of the aforesaid James B. Nickolls, 
Cuthbert Powell, Jonah Thompson, Thomas 
Vowell, and James H. Hooe, George Taylor, 
John McKinney, Philip Triplett, Craven T. Pey- 
ton and Nathaniel Wattles, or a majority of them, 
and payment thereof may be thereafter demanded 
at such times, and in such proportions, as the 
president and directors hereafter mentioned shall 
judge advisable, giving six weeks notice in at 
least three of the gazettes printed in the District 
of Columbia. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That every 
subscriber shall be entitled to vote, by himself, his 
agent, or proxy, appointed under his hand and 
seal, attested by two witnesses, at all elections 
made by virtue of this act, and shall have as many 
votes as he holds shares as far as ten shares; one 
vote for every five shares which he may hold over 
ten shares, as far as fifty other shares; and one 
vote for every thirty shares which he may hold 
aver sixty shares, And every stockholder (not 
in debt to the company) may at pleasure, in per- 
son, or by power of attorney, assign and transfer 
his stock in the company, on the books of the 
same, or any part thereof not being less than a 
whole share; but no stockholder indebted to the 
company shall be permitted to make a transfer 
or receive a dividend, until such debt is paid or 
secured to the satisfaction of the president and 
directors. 

SEc.4. And beit further enacted, That, as soon 
as five thousand shares shall be subscribed, the 
persons hereby authorized to receive subscriptions 
shall call a meeting of the subscribers, giving two 
weeks notice in three of the papers printed within 
the district ; and the subscribers who shall assem- 
ble in person, or by proxy, shall choose by ballot, 


An Act authorizing the President of the United States 
to cause to be built, equipped, and employed, one or 
more floating batteries, for the defence of the waters 
of the United States. 

Be it enacted, $c., That the sum of five hun- 
dred thousand dollars be and the same is hereby 
appropriated, for the purpose of building, equip- 
ping. and putting into service, one or more float- 
ing batteries, ofsuch magnitude and construction 
as shall appear to the President of the United 
States best adapted to attack, repel, or destroy any 
of the ships of the enemy which may approach 
theshores or enter the waters of the United States; 
and that the sum hereby appropriated shall be 
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from among ‘the stockholders, by a majority of 
votes, twelve directors, who shall continue in of- 
fice until the first Monday in November, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, 
on which Monday in November, in every succeed- 
ing year thereafter, an election shall be held for 
twelve directors as aforesaid, who shall continue 
in office for one year from the time of their elec- 
tion, and until others be chosen in their stead. 
And the said directors, at their first meeting, shall 
choose amongst themselves, or the stockholders 
at large, a president, and allow him a reasonable 
compensation for his services; and in ease of 
death, removal, resignation, or other disqualifica- 
tion of the president, or any of the directors, the 
remaining directors may elect others to supply 
their place, during the remainder of the term for 
which they were chosen ; and in every case where 
one of the directors shall be chosen president, the 
vacancy shall be supplied as in the case of death, 
removal, orresignation. That the persons hereby 
authorized to receive subscriptions, or any three 
of them, be a committee to superintend the first 
election of directors, and a committee of five 
stockholders, not being directors, be appointed by 
the directors, to superintend every succeeding 
election. 

Sec. 5. And be tt further enacted, That the 
president and directors shall have authority to 
ordain and make such by-laws, ordinances, and 
regulations, as shall appear necessary for regula- 
ting and conducting the concerns of the company, 
not being contrary to this act, or the laws and 
Constitution of the United States. And the funds 
of the company as they shall arise may be vested 
in the stock of any of the banks in the United 
States, such personal property or ground rents, as 
the president and directors shall judge most ad- 
vantageous: Provided always and be it enacted, 
That the funds and property of this company, of 
whatever description, are declared to be liable to 
attachment and execution for debt, in like man- 
ner as personal property. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the 
members of the company shall not be liable for 
any loss, damage, or responsibility, other than 
the property they have in the capital and funds 
ofthe company to the amount of the shares re- 
spectively held by them, and any profits arising 
therefrom not divided: Provided, That the said 

- corporation shall, from time to time, apply all 
sums of money received by them for premiums 
to the payment of losses in the first instance, and 
to make up the amount of their original capital 
whenever it shall have suffered any diminution 
by losses, and that dividends shall be made of the 
net profits arising on the capital stock, at such 
periods as the president and directors may judge 
proper, not oftener than once in six months ; and 
the same shall be paid to the stockholders or their 
legal representatives ; but ifa dividend shall be 
at any time declared of a greater amount than 
the net proceeds of the said company at the time 
of making the same, each and every director that 
consented thereto shall, and is hereby declared to 
be liable for, in his individual capacity, and bound 


‘to contribute to make good the deficiency in the 


capital stock occasioned by such improper divi- 
dend. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the 
president and directors shall have the disposal, 
direction, and management of those shares which 
may not be disposed of at the formation of the 
company, and power also to provide by purchase 
or otherwise a suitable place for an office? to 
make all rules and regulations for conducting the 
business of insurance and the concerns of the 
company, not provided for by tliis act; toappoint 
a secretary and such other officers as they may 
find necessary, and to make such compensation 
for their services as they may deem proper. That 
they shall have full power and authority to make 
insurances against fire, on any and every descrip- 
ton of property: all policies of insurance and 
other contracts made by said company, signed by 
the president, and countersigned by the secretary, 
shall be obligatory on said company, and have 
the same effect asif the said policies and contracts 
had been attested by a corporate seal. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That all 
losses arising on-any insurance shall be adjusted 
by the president and directors, agreeably to the 
terms of the policy, and paid out of the joint funds 
and property of the company. That the presi- 
dent dud directors shall make a full and fair state- 
ment of the affairs of the company every six 
months, and a dividend of the profits. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That in case 
any action shall be prosecuted on any insurance 
made by virtue of dhis act, it shall be deemed suf- 
ficient service of such process to leave a copy 
thereof with the president or secretary for the 
time being ; and all recoveries had, in any such 
action or actions, shall be conclusive on the com- 
pany, so far as to render the stock and property 
of the company liable, and no further. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That this 
act shall be and continue in force for and during 
the term of twenty years from and after the pass- 
ing thereof, and until the end of the next session 
of Congress. 

Approved, March 9, 1814. 


An Act making appropriations for the support of the 
Military Establishment of the United States, for the 
year one thousand eight hundred and fourteen. 

Be it enacted, $c., That for defraying the ex- 
penses of the military establishment of the United 
States, including the volunteersand militia in their 
actual service, for the year one thousand eight 
aundred and fourteen, for ordnance, fortifications, 
and the Indian department, the following sums, 
including the sum of one million five hundred 
thousand dollars already appropriated by the first. 
section of the act, entitled *An act making cer- 
tain partial appropriations for the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fourteen," be, and the 
same are hereby, respectively appropriated, that 
is to say: 

For the pay of the Army of the United States, 
including the private servants kept by officers, 
and for the pay of the volunteers and militia in 
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the actual service of the United States, seven 
million-nine hundred and sixty-five thousand three 
hundred and sixty dollars. . 

For forage to officers, two hundred and sixty- 
four thousand five hundred and seventy-six dol- 
lars. 

For subsistence of the army, and of volunteers 
and militia, four million nine hundred and seven- 
teen thousand four hundred and seventy dollars. 

For camp and field equipage, four hundred and 
sixty thousand dollars. : 

For the medical and hospital department, two 
huüdred and fifty-five thousand dollars. 

For bounties and premiums, two million five 
hundred and forty thousand dollars. 

For clothing, two million thirty-six thousand 
dollars. 

For the Quartermaster’s department, three mil- 
lion five hundred thousand dollars. 

For ordnance and ordnance stores, including 
arsenals, magazines, and armories, seven hundred 
thousand dollars. 

For fortifications, five hundred thousand dollars. 

For contingencies, seven hundred thousand 
dollars. : ; 

For the Indian department, four hundred and 
sixty-four thousand five hundred dollars. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
several appropriations hereinbefore made shall be 
paid outofany moneys in the Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated. 

Approved, March 19, 1814. 


An Act making appropriations for the support of the 
Navy of the United States, for the year one thous- 
and eight hundred and fourteen. 


Be it enacted, $c., That, for defraying the ex- 
penses of the Navy for the year one thousand 
eight hundred and fourteen, the following sums, 
including the sum of one million of dollars al- 
ready appropriated by the act, entitled *An act 
making certain partial appropriations for the year 
one thousand eight hundred and fourteen;? be, 
and the same hereby are, respectively appropri- 
ated, that is to say: 

For pay and subsistence of the officers, and pay 
of the seamen, two million five hundred and sev- 
enty-nine thousand three hundred and forty-one 
dollars. 

For provisions, one million four hundred and 
thirty-nine thousand nine hundred and two dol- 
lürs and fifty-two cents. 

For medicines, hospital stores, and all expenses 
on account of the sick, one hundred and twenty 
thousand dollars. 

For repairs of vessels, one million five hundred 
thousand dollars. 

For eontingent expenses, including freight, 
transportation, and recruiting expenses, five hun- 
dred thousand dollars. : 

For ordnance, ammunition, and military stores, 
three hundred thousand dollars. 

For navy yards, docks, and wharves, one hun- 

dred thousand dollars. 


For pay and subsistence of the marine corps, 
E 


* 


two hundred and eighteen thousand two hundred 
and seventy-nine dollars and fifty cents. 
For clothing for the same, seventy-one thous- 


and seven hundred and eighty-eight dollars and 


ten cents. 

For military stores for the same, twenty-seven 
thousand six hundred and eight dollars and sev- 
enty-five cents. 

For contingent expenses for the same, forty-six 
thousand dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
several appropriations hereinbefore made shall 
be paid out of any moneys in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

Approved, March 19, 1814. 


An Act in addition to an act, entitled “An act allow- 


ing a bounty to the owners, officers and crews of the 
private armed vessels of the United States." 


Be it enacted, §c., That, in lieu of the bounty 
now allowed by law, the sum of one hundred 
dollars be paid to the owners. officers and erews 
of the private armed vessels of the United States, 
commissioned as letters of marque, for each and 
every prisoner by them captured and delivered 
to an agent authorized to receive him in any port 
of the United States, or of a.Power at war with 
Great Britain, or delivered at any station within 
the dominions of the King of Great Britain, estab-. 
lished for the exchange of prisoners of war, where- 
by such prisoner shall be actually placed, and al- 
lowed by the Government of the Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, in the account of pris- 
oners to thecredit of the United States. And the 
Secretary of the "Treasury is hereby authorized 
and required to pay, or cause to be paid, to such 
owners, officers and crews of private armed ves- 
sels commissioned as aforesaid, or their agents, 
the aforesaid sum for each prisoner eaptured and 
delivered as aforesaid. 

Sec., 2. And be it further enacted, That, for the 
purposes aforesaid, the sum of two hundred thou- 
sand dollars, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, be and the same is 
hereby appropriated. 

Approved, March 19, 1814. 


An Act making appropriations for the support of Gov- 
ernment for the year one thousand eight hundred 
and fourteen. 

Be it enacted, §c. That, for the expenditure of 
the civil list in the present year, including the 
contingent expenses of the several departments 
and offices ; for the compensation of the several 
loan officers and their clerks, and for books and 
stationery for the same; for the payment of an- 
nuities and grants; for the support of the mint 
establishment; for the expense of intercourse 
with foreign nations; for the support of light- 
houses, beacons, buoys, and public piers; for de- 
fraying the expenses of surveying the public lands, 
and for satisfying certain miscellaneous claims, 
the following sums be and the same are hereby 
respectively appropriated, that is to say: 
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For compensation granted by law to the mem- 
bers of the Senate and House of Represgntatives, 


their officers and attendants, two hundred and. 


fifty-two thousand two hundred and fifty-five 
dollars. . 

For the expense of fire-wood, stationery, print- 
ing, and all other contingent expenses of the two 
houses of Congress, fifty-two thousand dollars. 

For the expenses of the library of Congress, 
including the librarian’s allowance for the year 
one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, eight 
hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the President and Vice 
President of the United States, thirty thousand 
dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of State, 
clerks, and persons employed in that department, 
including a clerk on old records, and a clerk and 
messenger in the Patent office, fifteen thousand 
nine hundred and thirty-eight dollars, 

For additional compensation to the clerks in 
said department, not exceeding fifteen per centum 
on the sum allowed by the aet, entitled “An act 
to regulate and fix the compensation of clerks, and 
to authorize the laying out certain public roads, 
and for other purposes,” one thousand and seven- 
ty-two dollars and fifty cents. 

For the incidental and contingent expenses of 
the said department, including the expense of 
printing and distributing ten thousand four hun- 
dred copies of the laws of the first and second 
session of the thirteenth Congress, and printing 
the laws in newspapers, twenty thousand two 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, clerks, and persons employed in his office, 
thirteen thousand two hundred and ninety-nine 
dollars and eighty-one cents 

For expense of translating foreign languages, 
allowance to the person employed in transmitting 
passports and sea-letters, and for stationery and 
printing in the office of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, one thousand five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Comptroller of the 
Treasury, clerks, and persons employed in his of- 
fice, including the sum of one thousand eight hun- 
dred and eighty-nine dollars for compensation to 
his clerks, in addition to the sum allowed by the 
act of the twenty-first of April, one thousand eight 
hundred and six, fourteen thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-six dollars. 

For expense of stationery and printing and con- 
tingent expenses in the Comptroller’s office, eight 
hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Auditor of the Trea- 
sury, clerks, and persons employed in his office, 
twelve thousand two hundred and twenty-one 
dollars. 

For expense of stationery and printing, and 
contingent expenses in the Auditor’s office, five 
hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Treasurer, clerks, and 
persons employed in his office, including the sum 
of one thousand dollars for compensation to his 
clerks, in addition to the sum allowed by the act 


hundred and six, seven thousand two hundred 
and twenty-seven dollars and forty-five cents. 

For expense of stationery and. printing, and. 
contingent expenses in the Treasurer's office, 
three hundred dollars. : 

For compensation to the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, clerks, and persons employed 
in his office, twelve thousand four hundred and 
ten dollars. 

For expense of stationery and printing, and 
contingent expenses of the General Land Office, 
three thousand seven hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Commissioner of the 
Revenue, clerks, and persons employed in his of- 
fice, nine thousand four hundred and ten dollars. 

For expense of stationery and printing, and 
contingent expenses-of the Revenue office, includ- 
ing-the sum of.five thousand three hundred and 
twenty-five dollars and seventy-three cents, the: 
amount of expeuditures for these objects during 
the year one thousand cight hundred. and thirteen, 
for which no appropriation has been made, nine 
thousand nine hundred and seventy-eight dollars 
and thirty-six cents. : 

For compensation to the Register of the T'rea- 
sury, clerks, and persons employed in his office, 
sixteen thousand and fifty-two dollars and two 
cents. 2 

For additional compensation to the clerks in 
the Treasury Department, not exceeding fifteen 
sper centum on the sum allowed by the act, enti- 
tled “An act to regulate and fix the compensation 
of clerks, and to authorize the laying out certain 
public roads, and for other purposes,” six thousand 
six hundred and thirty-four dollars and nine cents. 

For compensation to the messenger of the Re- 
gister's office, for stamping and arranging ships' 
registers, ninety dollars. 

For expense of stationery and printing, and 
contingent expenses of the Register's office, two 
thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For fuel and other contingent expenses of the’ 
Treasury Department, four thousand dollars. 

F'or the purchase of books, maps and charts for 
the Treasury Department, four hundred dollars. 

For compensatton to a superintendent and two 
watchmen, employed to secure the buildings and 
records of the Treasury Department during the 
year one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, 
including expenses and repairs of two fire engines, 
buckets and lanterns, one thousand one hundred 
dollars. 

For defraying the expense of stating and print- 
ing the publie accounts for the year one thousand 
eight hundred and fourteen, one thousand two 
hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Com- 
missioners of the Sinking Fund, two hundred and 
fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of War, 
clerks, and persons employed in his office, includ- 
ing the sum of three thousand nine hundred and 
sixty dollars, in addition to the sum allowed by 
the act of April twenty-first, one thousand eight 
hundred and six, fifteen thousand two hundred 


of the twenty-first of April, one thousand eight ! and ten dollars. 
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‘For expense of fuel, stationery, printing, and 


other contingent expenses in the office of the 


Secretary of War, two thousand dollars. 


For compensation to the Accountant of the 


War Department, clerks, and persons employed 
in his office, including thesum of fifteen thousand 


dollars for clerk hire, in addition to the sum al- 


lowed by the act of the twenty-first of April, one 


thousand eight hundred and six, twenty-five thou- 


sand nine hundred and ten dollars. : 


For contingent expenses in the office of the Ac- 


countant of the War Department, one thousand 
dollars. 

-For additional compensation to the clerks in 
the War Department, not exceeding fifteen per 
centum on the sum allowed by the act, entitled 


“An act to regulate and fix the compensation of 


clerks, and to authorize the laying out certain 
public roads, and for other purposes,” two thou- 
sand two hundred and twenty-six dollars. 


For compensation to the clerks and messenger 


in the office of the Paymaster ofthe Army, nine 
thousand five hundred dollars. 


For compensation to the Superintendent Gen- 
eral of Military Supplies, clerks. and persons em- 
ployed in his office, ten thousand four hundred and 


ten dollars. 


For contingent expenses in the office of the 
Buperintendent General of Military Supplies, five 


hundred dollars. 


For compensation to the clerks in the Adjutant 
and Inspector General's office, one thousand five 


hundred dollars. 
For compensation to the Seeretary of the Navy, 


clerks, and persons employed in his office, includ- 


ing the sum of one thousand six hundred dollars 
in addition to the sum allowed by the act of the 
twenty-first April, one thousand eight hundred 
and six, eleven thousand four hundred and ten 
dollars. . 

For contingent expenses in the office of the 


Secretary of the Navy, two thousand five hun- 


dred dollars. 


‘For compensation to the Accountant of the 
Navy, clerks, and persons, employed in his office, 
including seven hundred and fifty dollars for a 
deficiency in the appropriation for the year one 
thousand eight hundred and thirteen, and a fur- 


ther sum of three thousand dollars in addition to 
the sum allowed by the act of April twenty-first, 
one thousand eight hundred and siz, fourteen 
thousand one hundred and sixty dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the office of the 
Accountant of the Navy, one thousand dollars. 

For additional compensation to the clerks in 
the Navy Department, not exceeding fifteen per 
centum on the sum allowed by the act, entitled 
“An act to regulate and fix the compensation of 
clerks, and to authorize the laying out of certain 
public roads, and for other purposes,” one thou- 
sand nine hundred and thirty-five dollars. 

For compensation to the Postmaster General, 
Assistant Postmasters General, clerks, and per- 
sons employed in the General Post Office, includ- 
10g one thousand two hundred and three dollars 
and twenty-five cents, for deficiencies in the ap- 


propriations for the years one thousand eight 
hundred agd twelve,and one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirteen, and the sum of five thousand 
seven hundred and fifty-five dollars, in addition 
to the sum allowed for the compensation of clerks 
by the act of April twenty-first, one thousand 
eight hundred and six, twenty-three thousand 
one hundred and sixty-three dollars and twenty- 
five cents. 

_ For contingent expenses of the General Post 
Office, two thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For additional compensation to the clerks em- 
ployed in the General Post Office, not exceeding 
fifteen per centum on the sum allowed by the 
act, entitled “An act to regulate and fix the com- 
pensation of clerks, and to authorize the laying 
out certain public roads, and for other purposes,” 
one thousand four hundred and one dollars and 
seventy-five cents. 

For compensation to the several Loan officers, 
thirteen thousand two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks, of the Com- 
misioners of Loans, including a sum of two thou- 
sand dollars in addition to the amount heretofore 
allowed by law, and for allowance to certain 
Loan officers, in lieu of clerk-hire, and to defray 
the authorized expenses of the several Loan of- 
fices, seventeen thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Surveyor General 
and his clerks, three thousand two hundred dol- 
lars. 

For compensation to the Surveyor of Lands 
south of Tennessee, and the clerks employed in 
his office, and for stationery and other contingen- 
cies, three thousand two hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the officers of the Mint, 
viz: 

The Director, twoehousand dollars. 

The Treasurer, one thousand two hundred dol- 
ars. 
1 The Assayer, one thousand ‘five hundred dol- 
ars. 

The Chief Coiner, one thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

The Melter and Refiner, one thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

i The Engraver, one thousand two hundred dol- 
ars. 

One clerk, at seven hundred dollars. 

One clerk, at five hundred dollars. 

For wages to the persons employed in the dif- 
ferent operations of the Mint, including the sum 
of one thousand dollars allowed toan assistant 
coiner and die forger, and six hundred dollars 
allowed to an assistant engraver, eight thousand 
five hundred dollars. 

For repairs of furnaces, cost of iron and ma- 
chinery, rents, and other contingent expenses 
the Mint, three thousand seven hundred dol- 
ars. : 
For allowances for wastage in the gold and 
silver coinage, three thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Governor, Judges, and 
Secretary, of the Mississippi Territory, nine thou- 
sand dollars. 

For cost of stationery, office rent, and other 
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contingent expenses of said Territor 
dred and fifty dollars, 

For compensation to the Governor, Judges, and 
Secretary of the Indiana Territory, six thousand 
six hundred dollars. ' 

For cost of stationery, office rent, and other 
contingent expenses of said Territory, three hun- 
dred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Governor, Judges, and 
Secretary, of the Michigan Territory, six thou- 
sand six hundred dollars. 

For cost of stationery, office rent, and other 
contingent expenses, of said Territory, three hun- 
dred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Governor, 
and Secretary, of the Missouri Terr 
thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For cost of stationery, office rent, and other 
contingent expenses of said Territory, three hun- 
dred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Governor, Judges, 
and Secretary, of the Illinois Territory, six thou- 
sand six hundred dollars. 

For cost of stationery, office rent, and other 
contingent expenses of said Territory, three hun- 
dred and fifty dollars. 

For the discharge of such demands against the 
United States, on account of the civil depart- 
ment, not otherwise provided for, as shall have 
been admitted in due course of settlement at the 
Treasury, two thousand dollars, 

For compensation granted by law to the Chief 
Justice, the associate Judges, and district Judges, 
of the United States, including the Chief Justice 
and associate Judges of the District of Columbia, 
and the Attorney General, sixty-two thousand 
dollars. 

For like compensations granted to the several 
district attorneys of the United States, including 
those of the several Territories, four thousand six 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

For like compensations granted to the several 
marshals for the districts of Maine, New Hamp- 
shire, Vermont, New Jersey, North Carolina, 
Kentucky, Ohio, East and West Tennessee, and 
of the several Territories of the United States, 
three thousand two hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expenses of the Supreme, 
Circuit, and District courts of the United States, 
including the District of Columbia, and of jurors 
and witnesses, in aid of the funds arising from 
fines, penalties, and forfeitures. and for defraying 
the expenses of prosecutions for offences against 
the United States, and for the safe-keeping of 
prisoners, forty thousand dollars. 

For the payment of sundry pensions granted by 
the late Government, eight hundred sixty dollars. 

For the payment of the annual allowance to 
the invalid pensioners of the United States, nine- 
ty-eight thousand dollars. 

For the maintenance and support of light- 
houses, beacons, buoys, and public piers, stakeages 
of channels, bars, and shoals, including repairs 
and improvements, and contingent expenses, six- 
ty-nine thousand one hundred dollars and twenty- 
eight cents. 


y, three hun- 


10r, Judges, 
ltory, seven 


For the following objects, being the balances 
of former appropriations, for the same purposes, 
carried to the surplus fund, viz: 

For erecting light-houses at the mouth of the 
| Mississippi river, and at or near the pitch of Cape 
Lookout, in North Carolina, twenty thousand 
dollars, 

For building a light-house on the south point 
of Cumberland Island, in Georgia, four thousand 
dollars. 

For building a light-house on the south point 
of Sapelo Island, in Georgia, and placing buoys 
and beacons on Dobay bar and Beach point, four 
thousand four hundred and ninety-four dollars 
and eighty-one cents. 

For placing buoys and beacons at or near the 
entrance of Beverly harbor, in Massachusetts, 
three hundred and fifty dollars. 

For erecting two lights on Lake Erie, viz: on 
or near Bird Island, and on or near Presque 'Isle, 
four thousand dollars. 

For placing two beacons and buoys at or near 
the entrance of the harbor of New Haven, in Con- 
necticut, one hundred dollars. 

For placing buoys at the entrance of the har- 
bor of Edgartown, in Massachusetts, one thou- 
sand four hundred and forty-three dollars and 
forty-three cents. 

For placing buoys at or near the main bar and 
new inlet bar off Cape Fear, ia North Carolina, 
two thousand dollars. 

For ereciing a beacon on a point of land near 
New Inlet, in North Carolina, one thousand eight 
hundred dollars. 

For completing the fitting up of all the light- 
houses with Winslow Lewis’s improvements, in 
addition to the sums heretofore appropriated for 
that purpose, forty thousand dollars. 

For defraying the expense of surveying the 
public lands within the several Territories of the 
United States, sixty thousand dollars. 

For the support and safe-keeping of prisoners 
of war, four hundred thousand dollars. : 

For the contingent expenses of Government, 
twenty thousand dollars. 

For the expense of printing one thousand co- 
pies of the Digest of Manufaetures, pursuant to a 
resolution of the House of Representatives of the 
ninth of July, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirteen, one thousand two hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

For the support of sick and disabled seamen, in 
addition to the funds already appropriated by 
law, twenty thousand dollars. 

For the salaries, allowances, and contingent 
expenses of Ministers to foreign nations, and of 
Secretaries of Legation, eighty-nine thousand 
four hundred dollars. 

For the contingent expenses of intercourse be- 
tween the United Statesand foreign natious, fifty 
thousand dollars. 

For expenses of. intercourse with the Barbary 
Powers, ten thousand dollars. 

For the relief and protection of distressed Ame- 
rican seamen, thirty thousand dollars. 

For expenses of agents at Paris and Copenha- 
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gen, in relation 'to prize causes and captures of 
American vessels, four thousand dollars. 

For the discharge of such miscellaneous claims 
against the United States, not otherwise pro- 
vided for. as shall have been admitted in due 
course of settlement at the Treasury, four thou- 
sand dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
several appropriations, hereinbefore made, shall 
be paid and discharged out of the fund of six 
hundred thousand dollars, reserved by the act 
making provision for the debt of the United 
States, and out of any moneys in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

Approved, March 24, 1814. 


. An Act to authorize a loan for a sum not exceeding 
twenty-five millions of dollars. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the President of the 
United States be and he is ‘hereby authorized to 
borrow, on the credit of the United States, a sum 
not exceeding twenty-five millions of dollars, to 
be applied, in addition to the moneys now in the 
Treasury, or which may be received from other 
sources, to defray any expenses which have been 
or, during the present year, may be authorized by 
law, and for which appropriations have been or, 
during the present year, may be made by law: 

‘Provided, That no engagement or contract shall 
be entered into which shall preclude the United 
States from reimbursing any sum or sums thus 
borrowed at any time after the expiration of 
twelve years from the last day of December next. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
Secretary of the Treasury, with the approbation 
of the President of the United States, be and he 
is hereby authorized to cause to be constituted 
certificates of stock, signed by the Register of 
the Treasury, or by a Commissioner of Loans, 
for the sum to be borrowed by this act, or for any 
part thereof, and the same to be sold. And the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall lay before Con- 
gress, during the first week in the month of Feb- 
ruary, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, 
an account of all the moneys obtained by the sale 
of the certificates of stock in manner aforesaid, 
together with a statement of the rate at which 
the same may have been sold. 

SEC. 3, And be it further enacted, That the 
Secretary of the Treasury be and he is hereby 
authorized, with the approbation of the President 
of the United States, to employ an agent or 
agents for the purpose of obtaining subscriptions 
tothe loan authorized by this act, or of selling 
any part of the stock to be created by virtue 
thereof. A commission not exceeding one quar- 
ter of one per cent. on the amount thus sold, or 
for which subscriptions shall have been thus ob- 
tained, may, by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
be allowed to such agent or agents; and a sum 
“not exceeding sixty-six thousand dollars, to be 
paid out of any moneys in the Treasury not other- 
Wise appropriated, is hereby appropriated for pay- 
ing the amount of such commission or commis- 
sions as may be thus allowed, and also for defray- 


re 
eR ———— —. 


EIL ÉL ei 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That so 
mnch of the funds constituting the annual ap- 
propriation of eight millions of dollars for the 
payment of the principal and interest of the pab- 
lic debt of the United States, as may be wanted 
for that purpose, after satisfying the sums neces- 
sary for the payment of the interest and such 
part of the principal of such debt as the United 
States are now pledged annually to pay or reim- 
burse, is hereby pledged and appropriated for 
the payment of the interest, and for the reim- 
bursement of the principal of the stock which 
may be created by virtue of this act. It shall 
accordingly be the duty of the Commissioners of 
the Sinking Fund to cause to be applied and paid 
out of the said fund, yearly, such sum and.sumsas 
may be annually wanted to discharge the inter- 
est accruing on the said stock, and to reimburse 
the principal as the same become due, and may 
be discharged in conformity with the terms of 
the loan ; and they are further authorized to ap- 
ply, from time to time, such sum or sums out 
of the said fund as they may think proper, 
towards redeeming, by purchase and ata price 
not above par, the principal of the said stock, or 
any part thereof. And the faith of the United 
States is hereby pledged to establish sufficient 
revenues for making good any deficiency that 
may hereafter take place in the funds hereby ap- 
propriated for paying the said interest and prin- 
cipal sums, or any of them, in manner aforesaid. 

Sec. 5. And beit further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for any of the banks in the District of 
Columbia to lend any part of the sum authorized 
to be borrowed by virtue of this act, anything 
in any of their charters to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 

Approved, March 24, 1814. 


An Act to alter the time for holding the District Courts 
of the United States for the Virginia District. 


Be it enacted, $c., That, instead of the time 
heretofore prescribed by law for the sessions of 
the district court of the United States for the 
Virginia district, the said court shall hereafter 
commence its sessions on the following days in 
each year, that is to say: on the twelfth day of 
April, and on the fifteenth day of October, in the 
city of Richmond, and on the first day of May, 
and on the first day of November, in the borough 
of Norfolk. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
said court, at its sessions to be commenced by 
virtue of this act, on the twelfth day of April 
next, in the city of Richmond, and on the first 
day of May next, in Norfolk, shall have the same 
right, power, and jurisdiction over all actions, 
suits, process, notices, pleadings, and recogni- 
sances, and all other proceedings, of what nature 
or kind soever, civil or criminal, as the said 
court might or could possess and lawfully exer- 
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cise, if the sessions of the said court, instead of | An Act for the better organizing, paying, 


being commenced on the said twelfth day of April 
next, and the said first day of May next, should 
have been commenced on the days heretofore 
prescribed. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the passing of this aet, all actions, suits, 
process, notices, pleadings, and recognisances, 
and all other proceedings of what nature or kind 
soever, civil or criminal, retarnable to or havin 
day in the said court during the session thereof, 
shall be returnable to and have day in the ses- 
sions of the said court, as prescribed by this act. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That if, at 
any time, the day prescribed by this aet for com- 
mencing a session of the said court shall bea 
Sunday, the said court shall commence and hold 
its session on the following day. 

Approved, March 24, 1814. 


— 


An Act to amend an act, entitled 
ties on all sales at auction of 
ships and vessels." 


Be it enacted, $c., That the condition of the 
bond required to be given by every auctioneer, by 
the third section of the act, entitled “An act lay- 
ing duties on sales at auction of merchandise and 
of ships and vessels,” passed the twenty-fourth 
day of July, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirteen, shall be, that the said auctioneer shall 
render the quarterly account, in writing, required 
of him by said act, within twenty days after the 
first day of April, July, October, and January, in 
each year, and that in the said quarterly return 
shall be stated the aggregate amount of goods, 
wares, merchandise, and effects, liable to duty, 
sold by him on each day during the quarter, with 
the date of such sale, anything in the said act 
contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Approved, March 24, 1814, 


“An act laying du- 
merchandise and of 


An Act concerning Shawneetown. 


Be it enacted, $c., That a tract of land, not ex- 
ceeding two sections, in the Illinois Territory, 
adjoining Shawneetown, shall, under the direc- 
tions of the Surveyor General, be laid off into 
town lots, streets, and avenues, 
the same manner, under the same restrictions, as 
are prescribed by the sixth section of the act, en- 
titled “An act providing for the sale of certain 
lands in the Indiana Territory, and for other pur- 
“poses,” approved the thirtieth day of A pril, one 
thousand eight hundred and ten. And it shall be 
the duty of the Surveyor General, or the person 
by him authorized to carry this act into effect, to 
select the two sections so as to extend the said 
town to the high lands in the rear of the town, as 
it is now laid out. 

Sec. 2, And be it, further enacted, That the 
lots in said town shall be offered for sale at the 
same time, and on the same terms and condilions, 
as are provided by the sixth section of the before 
recited act. 

Approved, March 28, 1814. 


and out-lots, in’ 


and supply- 
ing, the Army of the United States. 

Be it enacted, &c., That the first, second, and 
third regiments of artillery be formed into one 
corps, and organized into twelve battalions, as 
follows, to wit: six lieutenant colonels, six ma- 
jors, twelve adjutants, twelve quartermasters, 
and forty-eight companies. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That each 
company shall consist of one captain, one first lieu- 
tenant, two second lieutenants, one third lieuten- 
ant, five sergeants, one quartermaster’s sergeant, 
eight corporals, four musicians, and one hundred 
privates, 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
President be authorized to assign one of the two 
second lieutenants hereby provided for each com- 
pany, as a conductor of artillery for said com- 
pany, whose duty it shall be to receipt and 
account for all ammunition, implements, and 
cannon, furnished by the ordnance department, 
for said company, and to do and perform such 
other services as the War Department may di- 
rect ; and that for the performance of these ser- 
vices they be allowed each ten dollars extra pay 
per month. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, in 
lieu of the two regiments of light dragoons now in 
service, there shall be organized one regiment, to 
consist of one colonel, one lieutenant colonel, 
two majors, one adjutant, one quartermaster, one 
surgeon, two surgeons’ mates, one sergeant ma- 
jor, one quartermaster sergeant, one principal 
musician, one principal farrier, and eight troops. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That each 
troop shall consist of one captain, one first lieu- 
tenant, one second lieutenant, one third lieuten- 
ant, one cornet, five sergeants, eight corporals, 
one riding master, one master of the sword, two 
trumpeters or buglers, one farrier, one black- 
smith, one saddler, and ninety-six privates. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the 
officers of the corps of artillery,and the regiment 
of light artillery, shall severally receive the same 
pay as is now provided by law for the light dra- 
goons in the service of the United States; and 
the subalterns of all other corps shall be allowed 
One ration in addition to the pay authorized by 
existing laws. 

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be allowed annually to each non-commis- 
sioned officer, musician, and private, in the corps 
of sea-fencibles, one blanket, one knapsack, and 
one canteen. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the 
President of the United States be, and he hereby 
is, authorized to prescribe the quantity and kind 
of clothing to be issued annually to the troops of 
the United States. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the first day of June next, the officers 
of the Army shall be entitled to waiters agreeable 
to grade, as follows: a major general, four wait- 
ers; a brigadier general, three; a colonel, twa; 
the physician and surgeon general, two; a lieu- 
tenant colonel, major, and hospital surgeon, 
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each, one ; the officers of each company, three; 


every commissioned officer who holds a staff ap- 
pointment which gives the rank of captain, or 
any higher grade, one; and to every company 


Officer who commands a separate post detach- 


ment, one; any law or regulation heretofore ex- 
isting to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 10. And it further enacted, That no offi- 
cer shall be permitted to employ as a servant any 


soldier from the line of the Army, and that the 
servants of offieers, not exceeding the number 
allowed by the preceding section, shall be mus- 


tered with some corps of the Army, and that, 
on the muster rolls formed in consequence there- 


of, payment shall be made in money to the offi- 


cers employing them in lieu of wages, subsist- 
ence, and clothing, by the paymasters of the sev- 


eral corps or distriets where such servants are 
mustered, at the rate allowed to privates of infan- 
try, which shall be published to the Army annual- 

. ly, by the Secretary for the Department of War. 
Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the 
President of the United States be authorized to 
appoint so many assistant apothecaries as the ser- 
vice may, in his judgment, require; each of whom 
shall receive the same pay and emoluments as a 


regimental surgeon's mate. 


EC. 12. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the passing of this act, promotions may 
be made through the whole Army, in its several 
lines of light artillery, light dragoons, artillery, 
infantry, and riflemen, respectively; and that the 
relative rank of officers of the same grade, belong- 
ing to regiments or corps already authorized, or 
which may be engaged to serve for five years, or 
during the war, be equalized and settled by the 
War Department, agreeably to established rules; 
and that so much of the aet, entitled “An act for 
the more perfect organization of the Army of the 
United States,” passed the twenty-sixth of June, 

, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, as comes 
within the purview and meaning of this act, be 


and the same is hereby repealed. 


Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That, for 
the purpose of avoiding unnecessary expenses in 
the Military Establishment, the President of the 
United States be and he is hereby authorized, in 
case of failure in filling the rank and file of any 
regiment or regiments, to consolidate such defi- 


cient regiment or regiments, and discharge all 
supernumerary officers: Provided, That officers 
so discharged shall be allowed, in addition to the 
mileage already authorized by law, three months’ 
pay to each. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That every 
non-commissioned officer and private of the Army, 
or officer, non-commissioned officer, and private 
of any militia or volunteer corps, in the service 
of the United States, who has been or who may 
be captured by the enemy, shall be entitled to re- 
ceive during his captivity, notwithstanding the 
expiration of his term of service, the same pay, 
subsistence, and allowance to which he may be 
entitled whilst in the actual service of the United 
States: Provided, That nothing herein contained 
shall be construed to entitle any prisoner of war, 


of the militia, to the pay and compensation herein 
provided after the date of his parole, other than 
the travelling expenses allowed by law. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That the 
five regiments which, by the first section of an 
act, entitled “ An act to amend the act in addition 
to the act, entitled ‘An act to raise an additional 
military force, and for other purposes? were au- 
thorized to be enlisted, at the discretion of the 
President of the United States, for and during the 
war, may be enlisted, at the option of the recruit, 
for five years, or for and during the war, unless 
sooner discharged; the provisions of the said act 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That the 
commissary general of ordnance may employ in 
his department, besides blacksmiths and wheel- 
wrights, other mechanics, such as the public ser- 
vice may require, who shall, together with the 
said blacksmiths and wheelwrights, be mustered 
under the general denomination of artificers ; and 
‘such artificers, being hereafter, or having been 
heretofore, enlisted to serve for the term of five 
years, or during the war, shall be entitled to the 
same annual allowance of clothing as is or may 
be provided for the soldiers of the Army. 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That the 
laborers who may be hereafter enlisted to serve in 
the ordnance department, for the term of five 
years or during the war, shall be entitled to a 
bounty of twenty-five dollars in money, and the 
same annual allowance of clothing as is or may 
be provided for the soldiers of the Army. 

Sec. 18. And. be it further enacted, That the 
physician and surgeon general of the Army be 
entitled to two rations per day and forage for two 
horses; and that, in addition to their pay as at 
present established by law, the regimental sur- 
geons and regimental surgeons’ mates be entitled 
to fifteen dollars per month each. 

Sec.19. And be it further enacted, That the aids- 
de-camp of major generals shall be taken from the 
captains and subalterns of the line; and the aids- 
de-camp of brigadier generals from the subalterns 
of the line; and that it shall not be lawful to 
take more than one aid-de-camp from a regiment. 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That in 
no case shall the district paymasters or quarter- 
masters of any grade be taken from the line of 
the Army. 

Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That the 
officers of the volunteer corps, authorized by the 
act of the twenty-fourth day of February, one 
thousand eight hundred and fourteen, be: entitled 
to promotion in the line of the Army; and that 
the President of the United States, with the ad- 
vice and consent of the Senate, be authorized to 
make all necessary appointments, and to, fill all 
vacancies, which may happen in the same. 

Approved, March 30, 1814. 


An Act authorizing the President of the United States 
to exchange a certain parcel of land in the city of 
New York, for other lands in the same city or its 
vicinity. 

Be it enacted, $c., That the President of the 
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United States be and hereby is authorized, in case 
the same can, in his opinion, be done without dis- 
advantage to the United States, to grant and re- 
lease to the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty 
of the city of New York, and their successors 
forever, all the right, title, and interest of the 
United States in and to a certain lot or parcel of 
land lying in the said city of New York, and 
being that parcel of land first described in a deed 
bearing date the sixth day of May, one thousand 
eight hundred and eight, signed by Daniel D. 
Tompkins, John Broome, John Lansing, James 
Kent, and Dewitt Clinton, acting as commis- 
sioners under the authority of the State of New 
York, for the purpose of granting to the United 
States the use and jurisdiction of three several 
parcels of land therein described: Provided, That 
there be conveyed in fee simple to the United 
States, in exchange for the same, other land ne- 
cessary or proper to be occupied for the safety 
and defence of the city of New York, and which 
may beequally advantageous to the United States; 
and in case the lands to be conveyed in exchange 
to the United States shall be of less value than 
the land, with its improvements, hereby author- 
ized to be conveyed to the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Commonalty, the difference in value may be paid 
to the United States in money; the respective 
valuation to be ascertained in such manner and 
form as the President of the United States may 
direct. 
Approved, March 30, 1814. 


An Act providing for the indemnification of certain 
claimants of public lands in the Mississippi Terri- 
tory. 

Be it enacted, &c., That every person or per- 
sons claiming public lands in the Mississippi T'er- 
ritory, south of the State of Tennessee and west 
of the State of Georgia, under the act, or pre- 
tended act of the State of Georgia, entitled “ An 
act supplementary to an act, entitled ‘An act for 
appropriating a part of the unlocated territory of 
this State for the payment of the late State troops 
and other purposes therein mentioned, declaring 
the right of this State to the unappropriated terri- 


tory thereof, for the protection and support of the: 


frontiers of this State, and for other purposes,” 
passed January the seventh, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-five, who have exhibited the 
evidence of their claims to the Secretary of State, 
for the purpose of having the same recorded in 
books in his office, conformable to the act of Con- 
gress, passed the third day of March, one thousand 
eight hundred and three, entitled “Anact regulating 
the grants of lands, and providing for the disposal 
of the lands of the United States south of the 
State of Tennessee,” shall be allowed until the 
first Monday of January next to ‘deposite in the 
office of the Secretary of State of the United 
States, a sufficient legal release of all such claim 
or claims to the United States, and an assignment 
and transfer to the United States of their right 
and claim to any sum or sums of money which 
by them, or the persons from whom they or any 
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of them have derived their claims, were deposited 
or paid into the Treasury of the State of Georgia, 
as the consideration of the purchase of the land 
for which their release of claim is deposited as 
aforesaid; and also, a power to sue, in the name 
of such claimant, for any sum or sums of money 
assigned as aforesaid, and which shall have been 
unlawfully or fraudulently withdrawn from the 
treasury of the State of Georgia, such release, as- - 
signment, transfer, and power, to take effect on 
the indemnification of such claimants being made 
conformably to the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
Secretary of State, the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and the Attorney General of the United States 
(for the time being) shall be and they are hereby 
constituted and appointed a board of commis- 
sioners, to meet in the city of Washington, on 
the first Monday of January next; and, as soon 
as may be practicable thereafter, they or any two 
of them are hereby fully authorized and required 
to adjudge and determine upon the sufficiency. of 
the releases and assignments and powers to be 
executed and deposited in the office of the Secre- 
tary of State, in conformity with the foregoing 
section; and also to adjudge and finally deter- 
mine upon all controversies arising from such 
claims so released as aforesaid, which may be 
found to conflict with, aud to be adverse to, each. 
other; and also to adjudge and determine upon 
all such elaums under the aforesaid act, or pre- 
tended act of the State of Georgia, as may be 
found to have accrued to the United States by 
operation of law: Provided, That it shall be the 
duty of the said commissioners to cause to be 
published, for the period of three months before 
the said meeting, at least once a week, in all the 
public newspapers in which the acts of Congress 
are by authority published, notice of the purposes 
and of the time and place of such meeting. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, as 
soon as the said commissioners shall have made 
report to the President of the United States of 
the sufficiency of such releases and assignments, 
to the amount of at least nine-tenths of the whole 
lands claimed by virtue of the sales made by the 
Legislature of the State of Georgia to the re- 
spective companies hereafter enumerated, exclu- 
sive of such claims to the said lands as shall have 
vested in the United States by the operation of 
law, and shall have certified to him the names of 
the claimants, whose claims they have finally 
adjudged and allowed, and the respective and 
relative proportions on which they are entitled 
to the indemnity under and by virtue of this aet, 
the President shall be and he hereby is author- 
ized and required to cause to be issued from the 
Treasury of the United States, to such claimants, 
respectively, (of convenient amount for circula- 
tion,) certificates of stock, not bearing interest, 
and expressing on their face that the same are 
payable out of the first moneys in the Treasury 
of the United States, arising from the sale of 
public lands in the Mississippi Territory, after the 
money due to the State of Georgia, and the expen- 
ses of surveying such lands, have been satisfied. 
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To the persons claiming in the name of or un- 
der the Upper Mississippi Company, including 
such share or shares as may be found to have 
vested in the United States, and for which the 
United States are to be considered entitled to the 
respective proportions for the same, (and exclu- 
sive of all claims usually denominated in the 
former report of the commissioners aforesaid citi- 
zens’ claims,) a sum not exceeding in the whole 
three hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

To the persons claiming in the name of or un- 
der the Tennessee Company, under the foregoing 
terms and restrictions, a sum not exceeding in the 
whole six hundred thousand dollars. 

To the persons claiming in the name of or 
under the Georgia Mississippi Company, under 
the like terms and restrictions, a sum not exceed- 
ing in the whole one million five hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars. 

To the persons claiming in the name of or 
under the Georgia Company, under the like terms 
and restrictions, a sum not exceeding in the whole 
two millions two hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars. 

To the persons claiming under citizens’ rights, 
ineluding such share or shares as have already 
accrued to the United States by operation of law, 
or by the provisions of this act, and to which the 
United States are to be considered entitled tothe 
respective proportions for the same, a sum not ex- 
ceeding in the whole two hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars: Provided, That any person having 
claim under either of the said companies, and enti- 
tled to indemnity by virtue of this act,shall receive 
such indemnity only in proportion to the amount 
of such claims: And provided also, That no claim 
shall be allowed, or any indemnification made 
therefor, to any person or persons who have vol- 
untarily surrendered the evidence of their claims 

to the said lands under the act of Georgia of the 
thirteenth of February, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and ninety-six, or under any subsequent act 
of the said State, and which at the time of the 
surrender would have vested the title in such 
claimants had the title from Georgia been valid, 
or who have received the money deposited as the 
consideration of the purchase of said land thus 
surrendered ; but all such lands shall be deemed 
and taken to be vested in the United States, ex- 
onerated, and discharged from all such claims 
without any further surrender or release what- 
ever, and the dividends to be made to claimants 
who shall be entitled to the benefits of this act 
shall be lessened in proportion to the claim so sur- 
rendered or withdrawn: And provided also, That 
no person or persons shall be entitled to the ben- 
efits of this act, who, by himself, herself, or them- 
selves, or by his, her, or their agent, or by any 
person or persons with privity and consent of 
him, her, or them, shall have taken, received, or 
withdrawn, from the treasury of the State of 
Georgia any sum or sums of money, which had 
been paid and deposited as the consideration of 
the purchase of any of the aforesaid lands, which 
Person or persons at the time of the taking, receiv- 
ing, or withdrawing, of the said money, was or 


were not the bona fide claimant or claimants of 
the lands for the purchase of which the said money 
had been deposited; and all and every the share 
or shares of such person or persons so fraudulently 
drawing the money asaforesaid,as may be found to 
have been claimed by such person or persons, at the 
time of recording in the office of the Secretary of 
State the evidences of their claim or claims, shall 
be vested in the United States, and the dividends 
to bé made to the claimants entitled to the benefits 
of this act shall be lessened in proportion thereto: 
And provided also, That each and every person, 
before receiving the certificates of stock aforesaid, 
shall, after the two foregoing provisoes have been 
read to him, takeand subscribe the following oath, 
viz: * I. A. B., do solemnly swear, or affirm, (as 
the case may. be) that I have not, nor has any per- 
son for whose interest [ now act, either as agent 
or trustee, or as executor, administrator, or heir at 
law, done and performed any act, which, by the 
tenor of the two provisoes I have heard read to me, 
would di:qualify me from receiving the indem- 
nity afforded by the provisions of this act.” 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the said 
certificatesof stock shall be receivable in payment 
of the public Jands, to be sold after the date of 
such certificates, in the Mississippi Territory: 
Provided, That on every hundred dollars to be 
aid for such land, ninety-five dollars shall be 
receivable in said certificates, and five dollars in 
cash: Provided, That no person or persons mak- 
ing payment for lands in certificates authorized 
to be issued by this act, shall be entitled to the 
discount for prompt pay ment now allowed by law 
to purchasers of public lands. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That from 
and after such sufficient releases from the claim- 
ants to the United States shall be lodged in the 
office of Secretary of State, as is hereinbefore 
provided in this act, all such sum or sums of 
money remaining in the possession of the State 
of Georgia, which may have been deposited as 
the consideration of the purchase of the said lands, 
together with such interest, if any there be, as 
may have accrued thereon, shall be set over and 
paid by the said Commissioners of the State of 
Georgia, in part payment of the one million two 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, stipulated to 
be paid by the articles of agreement and cession 
between the United States and the State of 
Georgia. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person or persons, in pursuance of the act of the 
State of Georgia, of the thirteenth of February, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-six, or of 
any subsequent act, shall have taken, reeeived, or 
withdrawn from the treasury uf the State of Geor- 
gia, any sum or sums of money which had been 
paid or deposited as the consideration of the pur- 
chase of any of'the aforesaid lands, which person 
or persons at the time of receiving or withdraw- 
ing said sum or sums of money as aforesaid, were 
not the bona fide claimants of the lands for the 
purchase of which said money had been paid or 
deposited ; or if such person or persons had not, 
at the time the legal title vested in them, sup- 
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posing the title of Georgia to have been valid, 
every such person or persons who shall have taken, 
received, or withdrawn the money as aforesaid, 
shall be deemed and adjudged to have had and 
received the same to and for the use of the Uni- 
ted States, and shall be and hereby are declared 
to be holden and liable to refund and pay to the 
United States, or to the treasury of the State of 
Georgia for the use of the United States, all such 
sum or sums of money so had and received as 
aforesaid, with legal interest from the time he, she 
or they so received the same. And the aforesaid 
commissioners shall be, and they are lgreby, fur- 
ther authorized and directed to examine into and 
investigate all cases coming within the purview 
of this section, and to claim such sum or sums of 
money to be paid to the United States as to them 
shall appear just and reasonable, and in case of 
refusal to pay the same, to direct suits to be com- 
menced for the recovery of the same, in such 
form and manner as shall be thought most advi- 
sable, making plaintiff or complainant, as they 
shall think best, either the United States, the 
claimants whoshall have transferred tothe United 
States their right of action against the aforesaid 
persons, or the State of Georgia as bailee of the 
money so taken, received, and withdrawn from 
the treasury of the said State: Provided, That 
if it should be thought advisable to institute the 
suits for the recovery of the moneys aforesaid in 
the name of the State of Georgia, or of its proper 
officers, the consent thereto from the proper au- 
thority of the State of Georgia shall be first had 
and obtained: And provided also, That the said 
suits shall be conducted at the proper expense of 
the United States. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the 
President of the United States be, and he hereby 
is, authorized to apply to the Governor of the 
State of Georgia for all such vouchers and tes- 
timony, within the archives or treasury of the 
said State, as may be necessary for carrying into 
effect the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That when- 
ever the legal estate in any of thesaid lands (sup- 
posing the said act of the Legislature of the State 
of Georgia of the seventeenth of January, seven- 
teen hundred and ninety-five, had been valid and 
effectual) shall be vested in any person or persons 
who, at the time of the passing of this act, shall 
be under the age of twenty-one years, it shall be 
lawful for the guardians of such person or per- 
sons, appointed in pursuance of the laws of the 
respeetive States in which such person or persons 
shall reside, to execute for and in behalf of such 
person or persons, and deposite in the office of the 
Secretary of State of the United States the re- 
lease, assignment, and power mentioned in the 
first section of this act; which said release, as- 
signment, and power, so executed and deposited 
as aforesaid, are hereby declared to be good and 
effectual to all intents and purposes, and that in 
case of femes covert claiming lands under the act, 
or pretended act of the State of Georgia aforesaid, 
` passed the seventh of January, seventeen hundred 
and ninety-five, it shall be lawful for the husband 


and wife to join in the execution of the release, as- 
signment, and transfer mentioned in the first sec- 
tion of this act, and that such release, assignment, 
and transfer shall be good and effectual as to the 
interest of such wife: Provided, 'That the release, 
assignment, and transfer, executed as aforesaid, 
shall be acknowledged beforea judge or justice of a 
court of record, and shall have the attestation o£ 
such judge or justice, certifying that, on the sep- 
arate examination of the wife, she had acknowl- 
edged that she had freely and voluntarily execu- 
ted the same. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person or persons, claiming lands under the afore- 
said act, or pretended act of the State of Georgia, 
passed January seventh, seventeen hundred and 
ninety-five, shall neglect or refuse to compromise 
and make settlement of all such claim or claims, 
in conformity with the provisions of this act, the 
United States shall be, and hereby are declared 
to be, exonerated and discharged from all such 
claim or claims, and the same shall be forever 
barred; and no evidence of any such claim or 
claims shall be admitted to be pleaded or allowed 
to be given in evidence in any court whatever 
againstany grant derived from the United States. 

Approved, March 31, 1814. 


An Act making Elizabeth City the port of entry and 
delivery for the district of Camden, in the State of 
North Carolina. 

Be it enacted, §&c., That, from and after the 
first day of June next, the port of entry and de- 
livery established by law at Plankbridge, on Saw- 
yer's creek, for the distriet of Camden, in the 
State of North Carolina, shall be abolished, and 
the town of Elizabeth City, on Pasquotank river. 
shall be the port of entry and delivery for the said 
district; and the collector for the said district 
shall, from the said first day of June, keep his 
office at the town of Elizabeth City aforesaid. 

Approved, April 9, 1814. 


An Act for the better organization of the Courts of 
the United States within the State of New York. 

` Be it enacted, $c., That, for the more conve- 
nient transaction of business in the courts of the 
United States within the State of New York, the 
said State shall be and the same is hereby divided 
into two distriets, in manner following, to wit: 
the counties of Rensselaer, Albany, Schenectady, 
Schoharie, and Delaware, together with all that 
part of the-said State lying south of the said 
above mentioned counties, shall compose one dis- 
trict, to be called the southern district of New 
York; and ail the remaining part of the said 
State shall compose another district, to be called 
the northern district of New York ; and that the 
terms of the district court in the said southern 
district shall be held in the city of New York, at 
the several times at which they are now by law 
directed to be held in the said city; and that the 
terms of the said court in the said northern dis- 
trict shall be held at the several times and places 
at which they are now by law directed to be held 
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in that part of the State of New York included 
in the said northern district, except that the term 
of the said court now holden at Geneva, shall 
hereafter be held at the village of Canandaigua. 

. Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That Mat- 
thias B. Tallmadge, one of the district judges of 
the district of New York, be and he is hereby 
assigned as the judge to hold the said district 
court in the said northern district of New York, 
and to do and perform all the duties appertaining 
to his office within the said northern district ; 
and that William P. Van Ness, the remaining 
district judge of the district of New York, be and 
he is hereby assigned as the judge to hold the 
said court in the said southern district of New 
York, and to do and perform all the duties ap- 
pertaining to his said office within the said south- 
ern district. And it is hereby also made the duty 
of the judge of the said southern district to hold 
the several district courts hereinbefore directed 
to be holden in the said northern district, in case 
of the inability, on account of sickness or ab- 
sence, of the said Matthias B. Tallmadge to hold 
the same. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
circuit court of the United States shall be held 
in and for the said southern district of New York, 
at the city of New York, at the times and in the 
manner now directed by law to be held in and 
for the distriet of New York; and that the dis- 
trict court in the said northern district of New 
York, shall, besides the ordinary jurisdiction of a 
district court, have jurisdiction of all causes, ex- 
cept of appeals and writs of error cognizable by 
law in a cireuit court, and shall proceed therein 
in the same manner as a circuit court; and writs 
of error shall lie from decisions therein to the cir- 
cuit court in the said southern district of New 
York, in the same manner as from other district 
courts to their respective circuit courts. 

Approved, April 9, 1814, 


An Act for the final adjustment of land titles in the 
State of Louisiana and Territory of Missouri. 

Be it enacted, §c., That every person or per- 
sons, or the legal representatives of any person 
or persons claiming lands in the State of Lou- 
isiana, or the Territory of Missouri, by virtue of 
any incomplete French or Spanish grant or con- 
cession, or any warrant or order of survey, which 
wasgranted prior tothetwentieth of December, one 
thousand eight hundred and three, for lands lying 
within that part of the State of Louisiana which 
composed the late Territory of Orleans, or which 
was granted for lands lying within the Territory 
of Missouri, before the tenth day of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and four, and where the 
claimant, or the person under whom he claims, 
were resident in the province of Louisiana at the 
respectives times aforesaid, or at the time the said 
concession, warrant, or order of survey was grant- 
ed, and whose claims have been filed with the 
proper register or recorder of land titles accord- 
ing to law, and are embraced in the report of the 
Commissioners, or register, or recorder, for the 


district within which the lands claimed do lie, in 
every ease where it shall appear by the said re- 
port of the commissioners, register, or recorder, 
that the concession, warrant, or order of survey, 
under which the claim is made, contains a special 
location, or had been actually located or surveyed 
within the late Territory of Orleans before the 
twentieth day of December, one thousand eight 
hundred and three, or actually located or surveyed 
within the T'erritory of Missouri, before the tenth 
day of Mareh, one thousand eight hundred and 
four, by a surveyor duly authorized by the Gov- 
ernment waking such grant, such persons shall 
be and they are hereby confirmed in their claims: 
Provided, That no claim shall be confirmed by 
this section which shall have been adjudged by 
either of the boards of commissioners, or a regis- 
ter or receiver of public moneys, or a recorder, 
acting as such, to be antedated or otherwise fraud- 
ulent; nor any one to claim a greater quantity of 
land than the number of acres contained in one 
league square, nor the claim of any person, in his 
own right, who has received, in his own right, a 
donation grant from the United States, in said 
State or Territory: And provided also, That no 
confirmation made by this section shall affect the 
rights of any person claiming the same lands or 
any part thereof, whose claim has been confirmed 
by a board of commissioners for ascertaining and 
adjusting claims to land in said State or Terri- 
tory, nor preclude a judicial decision between 
private claimants in such interfering claims. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That every 
person or persons claiming lands in the said State 
or Territory, by right of donation under any 
former laws, whose claims are contained in the re- 
port of any of the boards of commissioners, or the 
report of the register and receiver of public 
moneys, or of the recorder of land titles, made, 
or hereafter to be made, under existing laws, and 
which claims shall'appear by the said reports not 
to have been confirmed, merely because the tracts 
claimed were not inhabited on the twentieth of 
December, one thousand eight hundred and three, 
such person or persons shall be and they are 
hereby confirmed in their respective claims: Pro- 
vided, That in every other respect such claims 
shall be embraced by the provisions, and conform 
to the limitations and restrictions prescribed by 
former laws for granting the right of donations 
in the said Stateand Territory. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the several registers of the land 
offices, and of the recorder of land titles in the 
State or Territory aforesaid, with whom the 
claims in their respective districts have been en- 
tered, which are confirmed by this act, in all 
cases where the land has not been surveyed ac- 
cording to law, to make out, for the principal 
deputy surveyor of the district in which the land 
lies, an order of survey for each tract of land con- 
firmed under this aet, with a proper description 
of the tracts to be surveyed, wherein the quantity, 
locality, boundaries, and connexion, when practi- 
cable, with eaclr other, and the tracts which have 
been heretofore confirmed, shall be stated; and 
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on the return of the plat of survey, or where an 
order of survey is not necessary, the said register 
or recorder of land titles shall, on application for 
that purpose, make out for each claimant entitled 
thereto by the provisions of this act, a certificate 
of confirmation, directed to the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, and if [it] shall appear 
to the satisfaction of said commissioner, that such 
certificate shall have been fairly obtained accord- 
ing to the true intent and meaning of this act, 
then and in that ease patents shall be granted in 
like manner as is provided by law for the other 
lands of the United States. And the said regis- 
ter or recorder shall' be entitled to receive from 
the person applying therefor, where he shall have 
previously issued an order of survey, fór such or- 
der of survey and certificate, the sum of one dol- 
lar and fifty cents, and for each certificate, with- 
out an order of survey, the sum of one dollar. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the principal deputy surveyor, on 
receiving an order of survey from the register or 
recorder of land titles, and the surveying fees 
from the claimant, which shall not exceed three 
dollars for every mile to be surveyed and marked, 
to survey or cause to be surveyed, under the 
direction of the Surveyor General, or surveyor of 
the lands south of the State of Tennessee, the 
several tracts of land confirmed by this act; and 
the said principal deputy surveyor shall make re- 
turn of the surveys in separate plats to the regis- 
ter or recorder of the district within which the 
land lies, and also transmit to the surveyor gen- 
eral, or surveyor of the lands south of the State 
of Tennessee, as the case may be, a plat or plats 
of the surveys directed to be made by this section, 
who shall respectively transmit copies thereof to 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That every 
person, and the legal representatives of every 
person, who has actually inhabited and cultivated 
a tract of land lying in that part of the State of 
Louisiana which composed the late Territory of 
Orleans, or in the Territory of Missouri, which 
tract is not rightfully claimed by any other per- 
son, and who shall not have removed from said 
State or Territory, shall be entitled to the right of 
pre-emption in the purchase thereof, under the: 
same restrictions, conditions, provisions, and.regu- 
lations, in every respect, as is directed by the aet, 
entitled *An act giving the right of pre-emption, 
in the purchase of lands, to certain settlers in the 
Illinois Territory,” passed February fifth, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirteen. 

Approved, April 12, 1814. 


An Act to incorporate a company for the purpose of 
supplying Georgetown with water. 

Be it enacted, $c., That a company shall be 
incorporated for the purpose of introducing a 
copious supply of pure water into Georgetown, 
District of Columbia, and that the capital stock 
of said company shall consist of five thousand 
shares of ten dollars each, and that subseriptions 
for the same be opened in Georgetown on the 


third Monday in May next, under the direction 
of Henry Foxall, Daniel Bussard, Clement Smith, 
John Gossler, John Eliason, William’ Marbury, 
Thomas Corcoran, Washington Bowie, Thomas 
Robertson, Ninian Magruder, Joel Brown, and 
William Crawford, commissioners, or a majority 
of them. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
said commissioners, after giving ten days’ previous 
notice in two newspapers published in the District 
of Columbia, shall, on the day before mentioned, ' 
proceed to receive such subscriptions, but no per- 
son or persons, bodies corporate, or otherwise, 
shall be permitted to subscribe on the first day 
for more than ten shares; and if the whole amount 
be not subscribed on the first day, the books shall 
remain open on the second day, when individuals 
or bodies corporate, or otherwise, shall subscribe 
for double the number allowed on the first day; 
and if on the end of the second day the whole 
amount of shares are not subscribed for, the books 
are to be closed, and the said commissioners may 
at any time receive subscriptions for such number 
of shares as remain unsubseribed for: Provided 
always, That if the subscriptions shall, on the 
first day exceed the number of shares hereinbe- 
fore allowed, then, and in such case, the said 
commissioners are hereby authorized and directed 
so to apportion the shares subscribed among the 
several subscribers, by such proportional redue- 
tion as may reduce the whole to the number 
allotted. - 

Sec, 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the said commissioners to conduct 
every operation of the said institution, until they 
shall be superseded by the appointment of di- 
rectors. 

Sec. 4. And it further enacted, That the sum 
of one dollar shall be paid to the said commis- 
sioners on each share at the time of subscribing, 
and the remaining nine dollars by instalments, 
not exceeding two dollars at each instalment, as 
may be required by the president and directors 
to beappointed in the mode hereinafter prescribed, 
on giving twenty days’ notice in two newspapers 
printed in the Distriet of Columbia; and in case 
of failure in the payment of all or any part of 
said instalments for the space of ten days after 
the same shall have become payable, every share 
on which such failure shall have taken place 
shall be forfeited to the company. 

Sec. 5. And it further enacted, That the sub- 
scribers for the said stock, and their successors, 
shall be, and they are hereby declared to be, a 
body politic and corporate, by the name and style 
of The Georgetown Water Company, and by 
that name shall have perpetual succession, and 
shall be capable in law to sue and be sued, plead 
and be impleaded, answer and be answered, de- 
fend and be defended, in all courts of judicature 
or elsewhere, and to make use of one common 
seal, and the same to alter or renew at their pleas- 
ure, and generally to do and perform all things 
relative to the object of the institution which 
now is or shall be lawful for any individual or 
body politic or corporate to do. 
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Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That, as 
soon as three thousand shares shall be subscribed, 
the commissioners hereby authorized to receive 
subscriptions may call a meeting of the stock- 
holders, after giving not less four weeks’ notice in 
two newspapers published in the District of Co- 
lumbia; and the stockholders who shall so as- 
semble in consequence of such notice, or appear 
by proxy, shall choose by ballot from among the 
stockholders, by a plurality of votes, twelve direct- 
ors, who shall continue in office until the first 
Monday in April one thousand eight hundred 
and fifteen, which day every succeeding year 
thereafter an election shall be held for twelve di- 
rectors as aforesaid, who shall continue in office 
for one year from the time of their election, and 
until others be chosen in their stead; and the said 
directors, at their first meeting, shall choose from 
amongst the stockholders a president, and allow 
him a reasonable compensation for his services, 
who shall also continue in office for one year 
from the time of his election, and until another be 
chosen in his stead; and in case of death, re- 
moval, resignation, or disqualification in any way 
of the president, or any of the directors, the board 
may elect others to supply their place. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That, in 
choosing the directors, all persons or bodies poli- 
tic, holding stock in the said company, shall vote 
agreeably to the number of shares they may hold, 
in the following proportion, that is to say: for one 
share and not exceeding five shares, one vote 
each; for every two shares above five and not ex- 
ceeding twenty-five, one vote; forsevery five 
shares above twenty-five and not exceeding fifty, 
one vote; but no person shall be entitled to vote 
more thau twenty votes. 

SEC. 8. And be it further enacted, That the 
said president and directors shall have full power 
and authority to make all by-laws, rules, and 
regulations, for the well-ordering and conducting 
of the business of the company, and such by-laws, 
rules, and regulations, to alter, change, and annul, 
at their pleasure; but every such by-law, rule, or 
regulation, may be altered or repealed by the 
stockholders at a general meeting, to be called 
for that purpose by any ten or more stockholders: 
Provided, That there be present at such meeting, 
stockholders holding more than one-half of the 
said stock, or their proxies, and that four weeks? 
previous notice be given, in two newspapers print- 
ed in the District of Columbia, of such meeting, 
and of the alteration or repeal intended to be pro- 
posed thereat. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the 
said president and directors shall have power to 
appoint, and remove at their pleasure, ail clerks, 
superintendents, agents, or other officers, neces- 
-Sary for carrying on the business of the said com- 
‘pany, to dispose of its funds or property in the 
manner hereinafter directed, and out of the funds 
of the said company to pay the compensation of 
all such agents, superintendents, clerks, or officers, 
to make such contracts, purchases, or agreements, 
of all such matters and things, in behalf of the 
said company, and of all such privileges, permis- 


sions, rights, and advantages of every kind and 
pature whatever, as they shall judge necessary 
for completing in an effectual and proper manner 
the introduction, distribution, and supply of water 
to Georgetown, District of Columbia, with any 
individual companies, firms, or corporations, and 
to use and dispose of any surplus water to the 
best interest and advantage of the said company, 
and all other contracts to rescind, alter, abridge, 
and enlarge, with consent of the parties thereto 
respectively; and to lease, sell, convey, transfer, 
and bind by their contracts, deeds and writings, 
under the hand of the president and the seal of 
the company, all the property, estate, common 
stock, and joint funds of the said company, sub- 
ject to the- ratification of the stockholders, or a 
majority of them, at some general meeting, if the 
value of the matter in question shall exceed fif- 
teen hundred dollars, but not the persons or sepa- 
rate property of themselves, or any of the stock- 
holders. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the 
said corporation may purchase and hold, in fee 
simple or otherwise, all such lands and real es- 
tates suitable for the erection of the necessary 
works, and that may be necessary, in whole or in 
part, for the proper accomplishment of their un- 
dertaking, as they shall adjudge proper, and for 
that purpose may direct from the usual course, at 
such place or places as they shall think fit, an 
stream or streams of water which they may thin 
suitable for the purpose, or any part or parts 
thereof, on the said corporation’s first obtaining 
the consent of all persons having any right or in- 
terest in the stream or streams so to be diverted in 
whole or in part, or in the lands through which 
such stream or streams may be intended to pass, 
after being so diverted; and the said corporation 
shall have full power and authority to make and 
lay conduits or tunnels for the conveyance of the 
said water, under and along any public highway, 
or any street or streets, lane, or lanes, alley or 
alleys, of Georgetown, District of. Columbia, for 
the purpose of conveying and distributing the 
said water, and the said conduits or tunnels from 
time to time to renew and repair, and, for such 
purposes, to dig, break up and open, at their own 
expense, all or any part of such highways, streets, 
lanes, and alleys, and of the middle or side pave- 
ment thereof, leaviug at all times a sufficient pas- 
sageway for carriages, horse and foot passengers, 
and restoring forth with to their former condition 
all such highways, streets, lanes, and alleys, and 
the pavements thereof, as may be at any time so 
dug, opened, or taken up. 

Sec. ll. And be it further enacted, That the 
corporation shall have full power and authority 
to establish reservoirs and public fountains in 
such parts of the streets and squares of the said 
town as they may think proper, and to grant to 
all persons whomsoever, and to all bodies politic 
and corporate, the privilege of using. the said 
water so to be introduced, in such manner, and on 
such terms and conditions, and in such quantities 
respectively, as they shall think fit; and the said 
water so to be introduced, together with all reser- 
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voirs, canals, tunnels, engines, buildings, and ma-, 
chines, whatever, to be by them made and used 
for the purpose of introducing, raising, and dis- 
tributing the said water, to hold to them, their 
successors, and grantees, forever, as their sole and 
exclusive property. 

Sec, 12. And be it further enacted, That the 
corporation aforesaid shall insert, or grant per- 
mission to the corporation of Georgetown, Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to insert, and repair at the ex- 
pense of the town, such a number of fire plugs as 
to them shall appear necessary, into the pipes used 
to convey the water through the streets thereof, 
to be used only in case of fire, but free from any 
charge.for a supply of water. 

Sec. 13, And be it further enacted, That it 
shall and may be lawful for the said president and 
directors to call and demaud from the said sub- 
scribers, respectively, all such sums of money by 
them subscribed, in instalments, not exceeding 
two dollars each, under pain of forfeiture of their 
shares, and of all previous payments thereon, to 
the said president, directors and company: Pro- 
vided, That nosach demand shall be made with- 
out twenty days’ previous notice being given in 
two newspapers of the District of Columbia: And 
provided also, That not more than one such pay- 
ment shall be called for or required in any term 
of three months. - 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That any 
suit, action, or complaint, by the said corporation, 
againstany person or persons whomsoever, on ac- 
count of, or grounded on, a trespass or injury 
done to the said works, or any tunnels, conduits, 
canals, water-courses, mound, plug, cock, reser- 
voir, dyke, engine, machine or thing, appertain- 
ing to the same, shall, in every instance, be held 
and deemed as transitory in its nature, and may 
be brought, sustained, and tried, in any court in 
this distriet having jurisdiction in such like cases. 

Sec. 15. And bert further enacted, That if any 
person shall wilfully pollute the said water, be- 
tween the pumping house of said company and 
Georgetown, District of Columbia, hy throwing 
any dead animals or other impure substances into 
the same, or by swimming, bathing, or washing 
themselves, or by washing clothes, or skins of any 
dead animals, or other impure things therein, or 
by erecling any necessary or other nuisance so 
near the'said water as to pollute the same, the 
person or persons so offending shall forfeit and 
pay to the said company a sum not excceding 
twenty dollars for every such offence, to be re- 
covered by warrant, before any magistrate of the 
district or county of Washington, and shall be 
obliged to remove the said nuisance, or forfeit and 
pay the sum of ten dollars for every day the same 
shall continue, to the use of the corporation of 
Georgetown, District of Columbia, to be recovered 
by action of debt at the suit of the United States. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That ii 
shall not be lawful for the said corporation to enter 
into any negotiation on bills or notes, nor to deal 
in exchange, discount, or other commercial or 
banking operation, or other business, in their eor- 
porate capacity, other than to vest their capital in 


stocks of chartered companies, or in public secu- 
tities, or to borrow money as may be found ne- 
cessary for the carrying on the works proposed: 
and dividends of the profits of the stock shall be 
annually made, reserving only, at the discretion 
of the directors, such proportion as they, or a ma- 
jority of stockholders, shall deem sufficient and 
necessary to promote or attain the object of this: 
incorporation; and if the said corporation shall 
not carry into effect the intentions of this act 
within two years from the passage thereof, in that 
case all the powers hereby vested in them shall 
cease and determine. 
Approved, April 13, 1814. 


An Act to repeal an act, entitled “An act laying an 
embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports and 
harbors of the United States,” and so much of any 
act or acts as prohibit the importation of goods, 
wares, and merchandise, of the growth, produce, or 
manufacture of Great Britain or Ireland, or of any 
of the colonies or dependencies thereof, or of any place 
or country in the actual possession of Great Britain. 


Be itenacted §c,, That theact entitled “An act 
laying an embargo on all shipsand vessels in the 
ports and harbors of the United States,” passed on 
the seventeenth day of December, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirteen, be, and the same is 
hereby, repealed: Provided. That all penalties 
and forfeitures which have been incurred under 
the said act, shall be recovered and distributed, and 
may be mitigated or remitted, in like manner as 
if the said act had continued in full force and 
virtue. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That so much 
of any act or acts as prohibits the importation of 
goods, wares, or merchandise, of the growth, pro- 
duce, or manufacture of Great Britain or Ireland, 
or any of the colonies or dependencies thereof, or 
of any place or country in the actual possession of 
Great Britain, and so much of any act or acts as 
prohibits importation into the United States or 
the Territories thereof, in neutral ships or vessels, 
from any port or place situated in Great Britain 
or Ireland, or in any of the colonies or dependen- 
cies of Great Britain, be, and the same is hereby 
repealed: Provided, That all fines, penalties, and 
forfeitures, incurred by virtue of the said act or 
acts, shall be recovered and distributed, and may 
be mitigated or remitted, in like manner as if the 
same had continued in full force and virtue: And 
provided also, That nothing herein contained 
shall be construed to authorize or permit the im- 
portation of goods, wares, or merchandise, or ofany 
article, the property of, or belonging at the time 
of such importation to the enemy or enemies of 
the United States. 

Approved, April 14, 1814. 


An Act declaring the assent of Congress to an act of 
the General Assembly of the State of Tennessee, 
therein mentioned. 


Be it enacted, £c., That the assent of Congress 
is hereby given and declared to an act of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the State of Tennessee, entitled 
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“An aet to provide for the more equal and equita- 

ble apportionment of the direct tax, laid upon 

the State of Tennessee by an act of the Congress 

-of the United States at the last session, among | 
the counties in this State:" Provided, That if 
all the principal assessors shall not have been ap- 

pointed prior to the first day of February last 

past, that then, and in that case, the principal as- 

sessors, in the respective assessment districts, 
shall suspend the delivery of the tax lists to the 
respective collectors for one month after the time 
allowed for the last appointed assessor to complete 
the assessments and make out his tax lists, to be 
delivered to the collector; during which time of 
one month, it shall be the duty of the several 
principal assessors to comply with the provisions 
of the above described act of the General Assem- 
bly of the State of Tennesse. 

Sec. 2. And beit further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the principal assessor last appointed, 
to give at least one month’s notice to the other 
principal assessors, by publication in the news- 
papers published at Nashville, Knoxville, and 
Hawkins court-house, of the time of meeting at 
the seat of Government of said State to make the 
appointments aforesaid, which time of meeting 
shall be at least twenty days before the period at 
which the principal assessor last appointed will 
be required to deliver his tax lists to his principal 
collector. 

Szc. 3. And be it further enacted, That if all 
the principal assessors should not attend at the 
time notified as aforesaid, that then, and in that 
case, those that do attend shall proceed to make 
an apportionment for their respective districts, 
by making the quota of each county bear the 
same proportion to the aggregate amount of the 
direct tax already apportioned among the several 
counties of their respective districts, by the act 
of Congress passed at the last session, that the 
assessed value of the. property of each county 
bears to the aggregate amount of the assessed 
value of the property of all the counties in the 
districts of those who do attend. 

Szc. 4. And be it further enacted, That if any 
one or more of the principal assessors shall fail to 
attend and perform the duties enjoined by the 


who shall be respectively allowed the same pay, 
bounty, clothing, and rations, and shall be em- 
ployed under the same rules and regulations to 
which the said marine corps are or shall be en- 
titled and subject. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
adjutant, paymaster, and quartermaster of the 
marine corps, may be taken either from the line of 
captains or subalterns; and the said officers shall 
respectively receive thirty dollars per month, in 
addition to their pay in the line, in full of ali 
emoluments. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
President of the United States be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to confer brevet rank on such officers 
of the marine corps as shall distinguish themselves 
by gallant actions or meritorious conduct, or who 
shall have served ten years in any grade: Pro- 
vided, That nothing herein contained shall be so 
construed as to entitle officers so brevetted to any 
additional pay or emoluments, except when com- 
manding separate stations or detachments, when 
they shall be entitled to and receive the same pay 
and emoluments, which officers of the same grades 
are now or hereafter may be allowed by law. 

Sec. 4 And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the President of the United States, 
in the recess of the Senate, to appoint any of the 
officers authorized by this act; which appoint- 
ments shall be submitted to the Senate at their 
next session, for their advice and consent. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the President of the United States, 
in the recess of the Senate, to appoint all or any 
of the officers of the Navy authorized by existing 
laws; which appointments shall be submitted to 
the Senate at their next session, for their advice 
and consent. 

Approved, April 16, 1814. 


An Act authorizing the appointment of certain officers 
for the flotilla service. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the President of the 
United States be and he is hereby authorized, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
to appoint four captains and twelve lieutenants, 
to be employed in the flotilla service of the Uni- 


provisions of this act, and the act of the State of | ted States, without rank in the Navy, but with 


Tennessee, which is herein referred to, that then, 
in that case, such principal assessors shall imme- 
diately afterwards proceed to make out tax lists, 
and the tax shall be collected in their respective 
districts in the same manuer as if this act had 
not been passed. 

Approved, April 14, 1814. 


An Act authorizing an augmentation of the Marine 
Corps, and for other purposes. 


Beit enacted, $c., That the President of the Uni- 
ted States be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause 
the marine corps, in the service of the United 
States, to be augmented by the appointment and 
enlistment of not exceeding one major, fourteen 
captains, twelve first lieutenants, twenty second 
lieutenants, sixty-one sergeants, forty-two drums 
and fifes, and six hundred and ninety-six privates, 


the same relative rank and authority in the flo- 
ulla service as officers of the same grade are en- 
titled to in the Navy of the United States. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
said captains shall receive the pay and subsistence 
of a captain in the Navy commanding a ship of 
twenty and under thirty-two guns, and the lieu- 
tenants the same pay and subsistence as officers 
of the same rank are entitled to in the Navy of 
the United States, and shall be governed by the 
rules and regulations provided for the government 
of the Navy. z 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the President of the United States 
to appoint, in the recess of the Senate, any of the 
officers authorized by this act, which appointments 
shall be submitted to the Senate at their next 
session. [Approved, April 16, 1814. 
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An Act to revive and continue in force “An act de- 
claring the assent of Congress to certain acts of the 
States of Maryland and Georgia." 

Be it enacted, &c., That the act which passed 
the seventeenth day of March, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred, entitled *An act declar- 
ing the assent of Congress to certain acts of-the 
States of Maryland and Georgia,” be, and the same 
is hereby, revived and continued in force until 
the third day of March, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and twenty-two: Provided, That nothing 
herein contained shall authorize the demand of a 
duty on tonnage, on vessels propelled by steam, 
employed in the transportation of passengers. 

Approved, April 16, 1814. 


An Act confirming certain claims to land in the Illinois 
Territory, and providing for their location. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the decisions made by 
the commissioners (appointed in pursuance of 
the act, entitled “An act for the revision of former 
confirmations, and for confirming certain claims 
to land in the district of Kaskaskia,” passed the 
twentieth day of February, one thousand eight 
hundred and twelve) where such decisions were in 
favor of the claims, and where the commissioners 
have reported specially and have not rejected the 
claims; all such claims as entered in their report 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, bearing date the 
fourth day of January, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirteen, shall be and the same are hereby 
confirmed. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all the 
claims contained in a list transmitted to the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury by Michael Jones, one of 
the commissioners aforesaid, bearing date the 
eighteenth day of January, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirteen, shall be and the same here- 
by are confirmed: Provided, That any person 
who may have received a militia right, shall not 
receive in addition thereto more than three hun- 
dred acres of land by virtue of this section; and 
it shall be the duty of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to enter the list aforesaid of 
record in his office: And provided, also, That 
nothing in this act shall prevent or bar a judicial 
decision between persons claiming the same origi- 
nal titie or claim. 

Sec. 3, And be it further enacted, That all 
that tract of land included within the following 
boundary, viz: beginning at the township line 
nearest to and above the mouth of Big Muddy 
river, on the Mississippi river; thence east to the 
meridian line running from the mouth of the Ohio 
river; thence north with the said meridian line 
to the north boundary lines of township number 
five, north; thence west tu the Mississippi river ; 
thence down the same to the beginning, shall be, 
and the same hereby is, reserved and set apart to 
satisfy the unlocated claims of persons to land 
within the Illinois Territory confirmed to them 
heretofore or by this act. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That any 
person or persons residing within the tract re- 
served by this act, and who had actually culti- 


vated or improved any tract of land therein, be- 
fore the fifth day of February, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirteen, not rightfully claimed by 
any other person, shall be entitled to a pre-emp- 
tion in the purchase of such tract of land inelu- 
ding the improvement: Provided, That the pur- 
chaser shall not enter less than one quarter section 
or more than one section ; and any person claim- 
ing a pre-emption in the purchase under this act, 
who may be the owner of any unlocated confirm- 
ed claim which may be located within the tract 
aforesaid, shall be, and is hereby, authorized to 
deliver to the receiver of public money for the 
district within which the land lies, the evidences 
of his or their claim, which shail be received as 
payment for the quantity of land such person or 
persons would have been entitled to locate by vir- 
tue thereof ; and in all cases where the land pur- 
chased shall not be completely paid for by the 
evidences of confirmed claims, the residue of the 
land shall be paid for at the same priee, in the 
same manner, under the same restrictions, and 
liable to the same forfeiture as other public lands 
sold at private sale. = 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the register of the land office for 
the district of Kaskaskia, to give notice that all 
persons entitled to a pre-emption in the purchase 
of any tract of land, by virtue of this act, may 
make such purchase on application to him at his 
office on or before the first day of October next; 
and apy person failing or refusing to enter with 
the register of the land office the land by such 
person improved, on or before the first day of 
October next, shall lose the right of pre-emption 
given by this act. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That after 
the first day of October next, it shall be lawful 
for any person or persons being the owner of any 
unlocated confirmed claim, to enter with the re- 
gister of the land office for the Kaskaskia district, 
any quantity of land within the reserved tract 
aforesaid, not exceeding one quarter section more 
than the quantity of acres contained in his claim 
or claims, and to deliver to the receiver of public 
money the evidence of his claim, which shall be 
received in payment for the number of acres spe- 
cified therein, and the residue of the land thus 
entered which may exceed the amount of con- 
firmed claims thus paid in, shall be paid for at 
the same price and in like manner as the other 
public lands of the United States sold at private 
sale. And if two or more persons shall make 
applications at the same time time to enter the 
same tract or tracts of land, the priority of right 
to enter shall be decided by lot in the presence of 
the register of the land office; and any person or 
persons failing or refusing to enter or locate his 
claim within the reserved tract aforesaid, accord- 
ing to the provisions of this act, on or before the 
first day of May,one thousand eight hundred and 
fifteen, shall forfeit all right or claim against the 
United States, derived from confirmations under 
this act or any former law. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the register of the land office for 
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the Kaskaskia district, to make out a certificate 
of confirmation to each person whose claim or 
claims are confirmed by this act, or by any for- 
mer law, within the "Territory of Illinois; and 
such certificate shall specify the quantity of land 
confirmed to the holder thereof, and shall be suf- 
ficient evidence of claim, within the meaning of 
this act, to entitle the owner or holder thereof to 
a credit with the receiver of public moneys, for 
the quantity of land mentioned in such certifi- 
cate, within the reserved tract aforesaid ; and the 
register of the land office shall receive the sum 
of seventy-five cents from the person demanding 
and receiving such certificate. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That pat- 
ents shall be obtained for lands entered under 
this act, in the reserved tract aforesaid, in the 
same manner and on the same terms as are pro- 
vided by law for other public lands of the United 
States. 


Approved, April 16, 1814. 


An Act directing the disposition of money paid into 
the Courts of the United States. 


Be it enacted, &c., That, upon the payment of 
any money into any district or circuit court of 
the United States, to abide the order of the court, 
the same shall be deposited in such incorporated 
bank as the court may designate, and there re- 
main till it shall be decided to whom it of right 
belongs: Provided, That if in any judicial dis- 
trict there shall be no incorporated bank, the court 
may direct sich money to he deposited according 
to its discretion: Provided, also, That nothing 
herein shall be construed to prevent the delivery 
of any such money upon security, according to 
agreement of parties, under the direction of the 
court. 


Approved, April 18, 1814. 


An Act granting pensions to the officers and seamen 
serving on board the revenue cutters in certain 
cases. 

Be it enacted, £c., That the officers and sea- 
men of the revenue cutters of the United States, 
who have been or may be wounded or disabled in 
the discharge of their duty whilst co-operating 
with the navy, by order of the President of the 
United States, shall be entitled to be placed on 
the navy pension list, at the same rate of pension, 
and under the same regulations and restrictions 
as are now provided by law for the officers and 
seamen of the navy. 


Approved, April 18, 1814. 


An Act fixing the time for the next meeting of Con- 
gress. 

Be it enacted, §c., That, after the adjournment 
of the present session, the next meeting of Con- 
gress shall be on the last Monday in October 
next, 


Approved, April 18, 1814. 


An Act fixing the salary of the Paymaster of the Ar- 
my of the United States, and allowing a sum for 
the employment of additional clerks in his office, for 
the year one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, 
and providing for the appointment of Assistant Dis- 
trict Paymasters. 


Be it enacted, $c., That in lieu of the monthly 
compensation now allowed by law to the Pay- 
master of the Army of the United States, he 
shall receive an annual salary of two thousand 
dollars, to be paid quarter yearly at the Treasury 
of the United States, and to commence on the 
first day of January last ; and that, in addition to 
the amount already allowed by law for clerk hire 
in the office of the Paymaster of the Army of 
the United States, there shall be allowed the fur- 
ther sum of five thousand five hundred and forty- 
seven dollars, for the purpose of employing ad- 
ditional clerks in, and for contingent expenses of 
his office for the present year, to be paid out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
President of the United States be and he is here- 
by authorized, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate, to appoint so many assistant 
district paymasters, not exceeding thirty, as the 
public service may, in his opinion, require: Pro- 
vided, That the President of the United States ' 
shall have power to appoint any officer author- 
ized by this act during the recess of the Senate, 
to be submitted to them for their advice and con- 
sent, at their next session. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the Paymaster of the Army, un- 
der the direction of the War Department, to 
make all disbursements of money within that 
department to the district paymasters, and to ad- 
just, state, and exhibit their several accounts, ac- 
cording to such forms, and within such periods as 
shall be prescribed for that purpose by the Treas- 
ury Department. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, to se- 
cure the regular and punctual payment of the 
troops, the distriet paymasters shall examine and 
iransmit to the Paymaster of the Army the ac- 
counts and vouchers for all disbursements which 
have been made by them to the troops of the 
army or district where they shall be stationed, 
as soon as the first payment shall have been 
made, and accompany the same with an estimate 
for the next payment; which accounts and esti- 
mates shall be regularly transmitted, that settle- 
ments may be made and competent funds remit- 
ted: Provided also, That the said district and 
assistant paymasters shall make pay ments to the 
militia in the service of the United States when 
required by the Secretary of War or the Pay- 
master of the Army. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the as- 
sistant district paymasters shall receive the pay 
and emoluments of a captain of infantry, and for- 
age for one horse. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the dis- 
trict and assistant district paymasters shall seve- 
rally give bonds, with good and sufficient security 
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to the United States, for the faithful performance 
of their duties, in such sums as shall be required 
by the Paymaster of the Army, under the direc- 
tion of the War Department, and shall be subject, 
to the rules and articles of war. 

Src. 7. And be it further enacted, That this act 
shall continue in force until the termination of the 
war in which the United States are now engaged 
with the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, and the dependencies thereof, and for one 
year thereafter, and no longer. 

Approved, April 18, 1814. 


An Act to authorize the Secretary of State to liquidate 
certain claims therein mentioned. 


Be it enacted, §c,, That the Secretary of State 
be and he is hereby directed to liquidate, accord- 
ing to principles of justice and equity, all the 
claims of the inhabitants of the late province of 
West Florida, now included within the limits of 
the State of Louisiana, or of the Mississippi Ter- 
ritory, for advances by them made for the use and 
benefit of the United States prior to, and since, the 
taking of possession of the said portion of the said 
late proviace of West Florida by the United 
States. 

Approved, April 18, 1814. 


An Act authorizing a subscription for the laws of the 
United States, and for the distribution thereof. 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the 
Department of State be, and he hereby is, author- 
ized and directed to subscribe, on behalf of the 
United States, for one thousand copies of the edi- 
tion of the laws thereof, proposed to be printed 
and published by John Bioren and W. John 
Duane, of the city of Philadelphia, and Roger 
C. Weightman, of the city of Washington, upon 
such terms as he may deem reasonable, not ex- 
ceeding fifteen dollars per copy : Provided, That 
said publication shall contain an edition of the 
laws of the United States, the Declaration of In- 
dependence, the Articles of Confederation, and 
the Constitution thereof, and the Treaties and 
Conventions made between the United States 
and foreign nations and the Indian tribes, and 
that it shall be comprised in four volumes, royal 
octavo, and shall include the laws passed at the 
present session of Congress, and that all laws re- 
lating entirely to the District of Columbia shall 
be excluded therefrom: And provided further, 
That the said edition shall be executed on a plan, 
and in a manner, that shall be prescribed by the 
Secretary of State and the Attorney General of 
the United States, whose duty it shall be to direct 
what acts shall be printed by title only. And the 
Secretary of State is hereby authorized and re- 
quired to appoint a competent person to prepare 
said edition for publication, and to superintend 
the same under the direction of the Secretary of 
State and the Attorney General, who for his ser- 
vices shall be compensated by the publishers. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
said Secretary shall cause the said copies of the 


laws to be distributed as soon as may be after 
publication, in manner following: one set shall 
be delivered to the President of the United States, 
the Vice President, and to each member of the 
Senate and House of Representatives; six sets 
shall be delivered to the Secretary of the Senate, 
and eighteen sets to the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives, for the use of said houses re- 
spectively ; one set shall be delivered to each of 
the Judges of the Supreme Court, and Clerk 
thereof, to each of the Judges of the District 
Courts, and to each of the Marshals, Clerks, and 
Attorneys of each District; one set shall be de- 
livered to the Secretary of State, the Secretary 
of the Treasury, to the Secretary of War, to the 
Secretary of the Navy, to the Attorney General, 
to the Director of the Mint, to the Cornptroller, 
Auditor, and Register of the Treasury, to the 
Treasurer, to the Accountants of the War and ` 
Navy Departments, to the Postmaster General 
and the two Assistant Postmasters General, to 
the Commissioner of the Revenue, and to the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office each ; 
two sets shall be delivered to the Legislatures of 
the several States and Territories respectively ; 
one set shall be delivered to each of the Governors 
of the several States and Territories; and one set 
shall be delivered to each of the Judges of the 
Courts in the several Territories: and the residue 
of said subscription shall remain at the future 
disposal of Congress. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, Thatin case 
of the death, resignation, or dismission from office 
of either of the officers before mentioned, except- 
ing the President and Vice President of the Uni- 
ted States, the members of the Senateand House 
of Representatives, and the Judges of the Su- 
preme and District Courts, the said copies of the 
laws delivered to them, as aforesaid, shall belong 
to, and be delivered up, to their respective suc- 
cessors in the said offices. 

Sc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the acts 
passed at each succeeding session of Congress, 
including future treaties, shall be printed ina 
form corresponding with the said edition, and 
shall be distributed in the same manner as here- 
tofore by law directed. 

Approved, April 18, 1814. 


An Act authorizing the purchase of the vessels cap- 
tured on Lake Erie. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the President of the 
United States be and he is hereby authorized to 
cause to be purchased the British vessels which 
were captured on Lake Erie by the American 
squadron, on the tenth day of September, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and thirteen ; 
and the sum of two hundred and fifty-five thou- 
sand dollars, in payment for the said vessels, shall 
be distributed as prize money among the captors, 
or their heirs. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, for 
carrying into effect this act, a sum not exceeding 


two hundred and fifty-five thousand dollars be 


and the same is hereby appropriated, to be paid 
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out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there 
- be allowed and paid to Captain Oliver H. Perry, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, in addition to his share of prize 
money, as commander of the ship Lawrence, the 
sum of five thousand dollars. 

Approved, April 18, 1814. 


An Act concerning Invalid Pensioners. 


Be it enacted, &c.,, That the Secretary of War 
be and he is hereby directed to place the follow- 
ing named persons, (whose claims have been 
transmitted to Congress pursuant to a law passed 
tenth April, one thousand eight hundred and six,) 
on the pension list of invalid pensioners, accord- 
ing to the rates, and to commence at the times 
herein mentioned, that is to say : 

Samuel C. Arickson, at the rate of five dollars 
per month, to commence the tenth June, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirteen. 

Alexander Barr, at the rate of one dollar twen- 
ty-five cents per month, to commence twenty- 
ninth July, one thousand eight hundred and thir- 
teen. 

Ezra Bellows, at the rate of five dollars per 
month, tocommence from twentieth June, one 
thousand eight hundred and twelve. 

Daniel Dodd, at the rate of two dollars fifty 
cents per month, to commence on the eighteenth 
of May, one thousand eight hundred and thirteen. 

Joel Terrell, at the rate of three dollars thirty- 
three cents per month, to commence on the eight- 
eenth December, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirteen. 

George Dugan, at the rate of two dollars fifty 
cents per month, to commence on tenth F'ebruary, 
one thousand eight hundred and fourteen. 

Joseph King, at the rate of two dollars fifty 
cents per month, to commence the nineteenth 
October, one thousand eight hundred and thirteen. 

Andrew Green, at the rate of one dollar sixty- 
seven cents per month, to commence on the four- 
teenth day of October, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirteen. 

Hugh Barns, at the rate of five dollars per 
month, to commence fifteenth June, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirteen. 

Enoch Ducker, at the rate of five dollars per 
month, to commence the second February, one 
thousand eight hundred and fourteen. 

Samuel Hawkins, at the rate of three dollars 
and thirty-three cents per month, to commence 
on the fourth February, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fourteen. 

Darby Mars, at the rate of five dollars per 
month, to commence the twenty-fifth December, 
one thousand eight hundred and thirteen. 

Benjamin Daniels, at the rate of twenty-five 
dollars per month, to commence the twenty-sec- 
ond February, one thousand eight hundred and 
fourteen, 


Robert MeCullock, at the rate of two dollars 


fifty cents per month, to commence the fourteenth 


February, one thousand eight hundred and four- 
teen. 

John Gilbert, at the rate of five dollars per 
month, tocommence the thirtieth June, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirteen. 

Henry Brenneman, at the rate of five dollars 
per month, tocommence the fourth February, 
one thousand eight hundred and fourteen. 

William Blanchard, at the rate of five dollars 
per month, to commence the thirteenth July, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirteen. 

John Kersenar, at the rate of three dollars 
thirty-three cents per month, to commence the 
first March, one thousand eight hundred and 
fourteen. 

Robert Neil, at the rate of five dollars per 
month, to commence the fifth of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and fourteen. 

John Berry, at the rate of five dollars per 
month, to commence the thirty-first March, one 
thousand eight hundred and fourteen. 

Jonathan Willard, at the rate of ten dollars 
per month, to commence on March the seventh, 
one thousand eight hundred and fourteen. 

Levi Bishop, of New York, at the rate of five 
dollars per month, tocommence the twelfth of 
October, one thousand eight hundred and twelve. 

John Fain, at the rate of four dollars per month, 
to commence on the tenth day of September, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirteen. . 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
pensions of the following named persons, already 
placed on the pension list of the United States, 
whose claims for an increase of pension have been 
transmitted to Congress, pursuant to the act afore- 
said, be increased to the sums herein respectively 
annexed to their names ; thesaid increase to com- 
mence at the times herein mentioned, that is to 
say: 

Benjamin Jenkins, five dollars a month, to com- 
mence on the sixteenth of February, one thousand 
eight hundred and fourteen. 

Abner Rose, five dollars per month, to com- 
mence on the fourth of March, one thousand 
eight hundred and fourteen. 

Richard Fairbrother, five dollars per month, to 
commence thirtieth September, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirteen. 

Joseph Cutler, ten dollars per month, to com- 
mence on the twenty-eighth February, one thou- : 
sand eight hundred and twelve. 

Thomas Monday, five dollars per month, to 
commence on the thirtieth January, one thousand 
eight hundred and fourteen. 

Hezekiah Bailey, ten dollars per month, to com- 
mence on the thirtieth December, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirteen. | 

Elisha Reynolds, three dollars thirty-three cents 
per month, to commence on the sixth April, one 
thousand eight hundred and twelve. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That depo- 
sitions substantiating the facts necessary to entitle 
any person to be placed on the pension list, or to 
an increase of pension, may hereafter be taken 
before any judge of any of the courts of the State 
or Territory in which such person may reside, 
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and the certicate of the clerk of the court, whereof 

the said judge is a member, shall be a sufficient 

authentication of his being such a judge. 
Approved, April 18, 1814. 


An Act extending relief to certain purchasers of public 
lands in the Mississippi Territory. 


Be it enacted, $c., That any person or persons 
having purchased lands of the United States. in 
the Mississippi Territory, who have been subjected 
to prosecutions by adverse claimants, who derived 
their titles from a Spanish grant, warrant, or 
order of survey, and where such prosecutions 
have terminated favorably to purchasers from the 
United States, such purchasers shall have one 
year, from the first day of June next, for the pay- 
ment of any interest that may be due from them 
to the United States, on the purchase aforesaid. 

Approved, April 18, 1814. 


An Act to alter and establish certain Post Roads. 


Beit enacted, §c., That tHe post roads hereafter 
named be discontinued : 

In Maryland,—F rom Queen Ann’sto Pig Point. 

In Virginia.—From Mecklinburg court-house, 
by St. Tammany and Lombardy Grove, to Gees’s 
Bridge. From Tazewell court-house, by Russell 
court-house and Lee court-house, to Cumberland 
Gap. From Springfield to Romny. 

In North Carolina.—From Suffolk, by Gates 
court-house, to Edenton. From Elizabethtown 
to Whitesville. From Charlotte, by Beaty’s 
Ford, to Lincolnton. 

In Georgia.—From Greensborough to Wash- 
ington. From Darien, by Jones, to Milledgeville. 

In Kentucky.—From Lewis court house, by 
Flemingsburg, Millersburg, Mount Sterling, 
Olympian Springs, and Little Sandy salt works, 
to Cattletsburg. 

In Tennessee.—From Alexander’s, by White 
Plains, to Carthage. From Bledsoe court-house 
to Franklin court-house. 

In Ohio.—From Steubenville, by Faucettstown, 
to New Lisbon. From New Lisbon, by Salem, 
to Columbiana. From Springfield to Troy. 
From Zanesville to Coshocton. 

In Louisiana.—From La Fourch, by Point 
Counee, to Opeloosa. 

In Indiana.—From Jeffersonville, by Clarks- 
ville, to Vincennes. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
following be established post-roads: 

In New Hampshire.—T he post road from Roch- 
ester to Wakefield be altered so that it pass through 
Farmington, Middleton, and Wolíborough, to 
Wakefield. 

In Maine.—F rom Waterford, by Norway, Plan- 
tation Third, Rumford, aad Bethel. to Waterford. 
From Livermore, by Jay and Wilton, to Farm- 
ington. 

‘In Massachusetts —F rom Springfield to South- 
wick. From Stafford, Connecticut, by Monson, 
to Palmer, in Massachusetts. 


From Hatfield, by | house and Clinton Hill to Cahokia. 


From Athol to Greenfield. From Kingston to 
Halifax. 

In Connecticut.—F rom Middletown, by Hebron, 
to Windham. From Sharon, by Ellsworth, Corn- 
wall bridge, and Warren, to Litchfield. From 
Providence, ia Rhode Island, through Scituate, 
to Ashford, in Connecticut. 

In New York.—From Bettsburg to Deposit. 
From Albany, by Bath, Sand Lake, Stephenson, 
Hancock, and Lanesborough, to Dalton, in Mas- 
sachusetts, From Sheldon, by Willink and Ham- 
burg to Buffalo. From Onondago, by Tully, 
Preble, and Homer, to Courtland court-house. 
From Chesterfield to Jay, in Essex county. From 
Peekskill, by West Point, to Newburg. From 
Stamford, by Waterville, to Roseville. From 
Esperanza, by Schoharie court-house and Mid- 
dleburg, to Stanford, on the turnpike road. From 
Middletown, Delaware county, by Colchester and 
Hancock, to Deposit. From Aurelius to Sem- 
pronius. From Brooklin to Flatbush. From 
Albany, by Spencertown, to Sheffield, in Massa- 
chusetts. From Cairo, by Windham, to Lexing- 
ton. From Green, on the turnpike, West, to 
Lisle. 

In New Jersey.—F rom Morristown, by Newton, 
to Millford, in Pennsylvania. 

In_Pennsylvania.—From, Wysor, by Orewill 
and Warren, to Nanticocke, in New Jersey. From 
Washington to West Alexandria. From York, 
by York Haven, to Middletown. From Somerset, 
by Melford, Turkyfoot and Addison, to Smith’s 
Stand, on the national road. From Lewistown, 
by Beavertown, Middleburg and Selin’s Grove, 
to Sunbury. From Beaverstown to Burgetstown. 
From Burgetstown, by Hookstown, Georgetown, 
Beaver bridge and Fulkstown, to New Lisbon, 
iu Ohio. From Burlinville to Easton. From 
Wilmington, by West Chester, to Pottsgrove, 
Swamp Churches and Summary Town, to Sam- 
uel Seller’s tavern, on the post road leading from 
Philadelphia towards Bethlehem, in Bucks county. 
From the town of Indiana, through Kataning, to 
Butler Town. 

In Ohio.—From, Urbauna to Springfield, in 
Champaign county. From Canton, by Spring- 
field, Suffield, Talmadge and Stow, to Cleveland. 
From Portsmouth to Vanceburg, in Kentucky. 
From Urbannato Troy. From Chilicotha, by 
Lebanon, to Cincinnati. From Athens, by Lan- 
caster, to Columbus. From Cadiz, by Freeport, 
White Eyes Plains, Coshocton, Mount Vernon 
and Clinton, to Fredericktown. From Steuben- 
ville, by Faucettstown, Fulkstowa, Achor, Fair- 
field, Columbiana, Salem, Grissels, Sandy Store, 
Thompson’s salt works, and Lower salt works, to 


Steubenville. From Columbus, by Washington, 
to Newmarket. From Columbus, by London, 
to Xenia. 


In Indiana.—F rom Eaton, in Ohio, to Salis- 
bury. From Washington court-house to Valonia. 
From Charlestown, by Washington court-house 
and Lindley’s mills, to Vincennes. 

In [linois.—F rom Cahokia, by Madison court- 
From Kas- 


Whatly, Conway, and Ashfield, to Charlemont. | kaskia to Johnson court-house. 
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In Delaware —From Christiana to Newark. 

In Maryland.—From Libertytown, by Union 
Bridge and Uniontown, to Westminster. From 
Annapolis to Pig Point. 

£n Virginia—From Clarksburg, by Morgan- 
town, Waynesboro, in Pennsylvania, to Wheel- 
ing. From Monroe court-house, to Lewisburg. 
From Fredericksburg to the mouth of the Poto- 
mac run. From Fincastle, by the mouth of 
Cowpasture, to Callahan’s. From Norfolk. by 
Elizabeth City, to Edenton, in North Carolina. 
From Wood court-house to Jacksonville. From 
Abingdon, by Russell court-house and Mockin- 
son Gap, to Abingdon. From Pughtown to 
Springfield. From Dumfries, by Walnut Branch, 
to Fauquier court-house. From Columbia to 
Warren. From Charlottsvilleto Warren. From 
Percival’s, by Lewisville and Lombardy Grove, 
to St. Tammany. From Petersburg, by French- 
town, to Morganville. ' From Hanover court- 
house, by Hanover town and New Castle, to New 
Kent court-house. 

In Kentucky —From Mount Sterling to Floyd 
court-house. From Bairdstown, by Grayson 
court-house and Butler court-house, to Russell- 
ville. From Washington, by Williamsburg, to 
Lewis court-house. From Greenup court-house 
to Little Sandy salt works. 

In North Carolina—From Grayson court- 
house, Virginia, by Edwards and McMillen's, to 
Ash court-house.. From Suffolk, Virginia, by 
Sunbury and Gates court-house, to Edenton. 
From Trent Bridge, by Trenton, to Duplin court- 
house. From Winton to Gate’s court-house. 
From Windsor to Williamston's. From Wil- 
mington, by Whiteville and Fairbluff, to Bar- 
field Mill, in South Carolina. From Charlotte 
to Lincolnton. From Salisbury to Lincolnton. 
From Hillsborough, by High Rock, to Lennox 
Castle. 

In Tennessee.—From Newport, by Greenville, 
Rogersville, and Lee: court-house, in Virginia, 
to Cumberland Gap. From Carthage, by Sparta, 
to Alexander's. From Sparta, by MeMinville, 
and Winchester, in Franklin. county, to Honts- 
ville, in the Mississippi Territory. 

In South Carolina.—From Belfast, by Sat- 
terthwaivs, to Cambridge. 

In Georgia.—From Milledgeville, by Green- 
boro, Lexington, and Danielsville, to Carnsville. 
From Milledgeville, by Irvington, Dublin, Mont- 
gomery court-house, Tatnal. court-house, and 
Barrington, to Darien. From Dublin to Telfair 
court-house. From Riceboro, by Barrington 
and Jefferson, to St. Marys. From Brunswick 
to Frederica. 

In Louisiana.—F rom Blanchardsville, by As- 
sumption, to Opeloosa. From Assumption to La 
Fourch Interior court-house. From Concordia 
to Washita court-house. From Concordia to 
Warren court-house. 

Sec, 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
Postmaster General cause a mail to be carried 
„from the nearest post office on any established 
post road to the court-house of any county which 
1s now, or may hereafter be, established in any 


of the States or Territories of ths United States, 
and which is not or will not otherwise be ac- 
commodated with the mail; and the road on 
which the same shall be so carried, shall there- 
upon become a post road, and so continue until 
other provisions shall be made by law for the ac- 
commodation thereof with the mail. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
Secretary of State be, and he hereby is, authorized 
to transmit by the mail, free of postage, one copy 
of the documents hereafter mentioned, being on 
subjects of a general nature, and which may be 
ordered to be printed by either House of Con- 
gress, namely, of communications with the ac- 
companying documents, made by the President 
of the United States to Congress, or either House 
thereof; of reports made by the Secretary of 
State, by the Secretary of the Treasury, by the 
Secretary of War, by the Secretary of the Navy. 
by the Postmaster General, by the Commission- 
ers of the Sinking Fund, to Congress, or either 
House thereof, in pursuance of any law or reso- 
lution of either House: affirmative reports on 
subjects of a general nature made to Congress, 
or either House thereof, by any committee, re- 
spectively: for each of the Judges of the Su- 
preme Court, and of the district courts, and of 
the Territories of the United States, to any post 
office within the United States, they may respect- 
ively designate. 

Approved, April 18, 1814. 


An Act to incorporate the Directors of the Washing» 
ton Library Company. 


Be it enacted, $.c., That James Laurie, Joseph 
Stretch, William Parker, Jonathan S. Findlay, 
George Way, Moses Young, and Thomas H. . 
Gilliss, and their successors, duly elected or ap- 
pointed in manner hereinafter directed, be, and 
they are hereby made, declared, and constituted 
a- corporation and body politic, in law and in 
fact, to have continuance forever, by the name 
style, and title of * The Directors of the Wash- 
ington Library Company," and by such corpo- 
rate name, style and title, shall be hereafter for- 
ever able and capable in law and equity to sue 
and be sued, plead and be impleaded, answer and 
be answered unto, defend and be defended, in any 
court or courts or other places, and before any 
judge or judges, justice or justices, or other per- 
sons whatsoever, within the Distriet of Colum- 
bia, or elsewhere, in all and all manner of suits, 
actions, complaints, pleas, causes, matters, and 
demands, of whatever kind or nature they may 
be, in as full and effectual a manner as any per- 
son or persons, bodies politic or corporate, may 
or can do. 

_ Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all and 
singular the goods, chattels, and other eifects, of 
what kind or nature soever, heretofore given, 
granted, or devised to the said library company, 
or to any person or persons for the use thereof, 
or that may have been purchased for or on ac- 
count of the same, be, and the said goods, chat- 
tels, and other effects, are hereby vested in and 
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confirmed to the said corporation. And the said | vote for a director, who is not at the time of vot- 
corporation may take and receive any sum or |ing,or being voted for, a share holder in the said 
sums of money, or any goods, chattels, or other company, or who shall be in arrears to the said 
effects of what kind or nature soever, which shall company, for any annual contribution, fines, or 
or may hereafter be given, granted, or bequeathed | forfeitures: and all persons qualified to vote, may 
unto them by any person or persons, bodies poli- | vote either personally or by proxy, by ballot. 

tie or corporate, capable of making such gift,| Src. 5. And be it further enacted, That this 
grant, or bequest: Provided, That the goods, | act may at any time be altered. amended, or re- 
chattels, and other effects vested in and confirmed | pealed by the Congress of the United States. 

to the said corporation, and moneys, goods, chat- | | Approved, April 18, 1814. 

tels, and effects, which by this act the said cor- 
poration is authorized hereafter to receive, shall 
not in the whole exceed in value fifty thousand | An Act to provide for the collection and preservation 


dollars. | of such flags, standards, and-colors, as shall have 

Sgc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the been or may hereafter be taken by the land and 
said corporation shall have full power and au- navalforces of thc United States, from their enemies. 
thority to make, have, and use a common seal, Be it enacted, $c., 'That the Secretaries of the 


with such device and inseription as they shall | War and Navy Departments be, and they are 
think proper, and the same to break, alter, and! hereby, directed to cause to be collected and 
renew at pleasure: to appoint a treasurer and | transmitted to them, at the seat of the Govern- 
librarian, and such other officers as they may, | ment of the United States, all such flags, stand- 
from time to time, deem necessary: to assign | ards, and colors, as shall have been or may here- 
them their duties, fix their compensation, and | after be taken by the Army and Navy of the 
remove him or them from office, and appoint | United States, from their enemies. 
another or others in his or their place as often as | Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all the 
they shall think fit: to make, ordain, establish, | flags, standards, and colors of the description 
and execute such by-laws and ordinances as | aforesaid, which are now in the possession of the 
may be deemed useful to the institution, and the departments aforesaid, and such as may be here- 
same to alter, amend, or abrogate at pleasure: to| after transmitted to them, be, with all convenient 
fix the price of new shares and annual contribu- | despatch, delivered to the President of the United 
tions on each share: to direct how transfers shall | States, for the purpose of being, under his diree- 
be made and certified: to procure by purchase, | tion, preserved and displayed in such publie place 
rent, or otherwise, a suitable place for keeping | as he shall deem proper. 
the library : to appoint the times for keeping the| Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
library open, and for taking out and returning | sum of five hundred dollars be and the same is 
books: to fill up vacancies that may happen in | hereby appropriated, for the above purposes, out 
their own body between two annual elections:| of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise 
to levy and collect fines and forfeitures: and to | appropriated. .— 
determine upon, do, and transact all business and| Approved, April 18, 1814. 
matters appertaining to the said corporation and 
library company, agreeably to the rules, ordi- 
nances, and by-laws thereof, during their con- and attorneys, in the cases therein mentioned. 
Sane roe à d es not less man Be it enacted, &c., That, from and after the first 
b ess th sal 1 SUR e E Eds - be day of June next, there shall not be allowed or 
USINESS Tna no sale, ordinance, or „by-law, be paid to either the marshal or attorney of the dis- 
made repugnant to the laws of this District or of | iets of Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecti- 
the United States: and that no contribution be eut, the southern district of New York, or Penn- 
laid on any one share, in any one year, exceeding sylvania, nor to the clerk of the district and cir- 
LAA mend Rares the consent of a majority | cuit court of the United States in either of said 
J^ districts, any daily compensation for attending on 
Seo. 4, And be it further gnacted, That an Í the sa ie duris aad iliat the clerks of the district 
election for seven directors of “ The Washington | ang circuit courts of the United States shall be 
Library Company? shall be held on the first | entitled to one-half of one per centum and no 
Monday in April next, and on the first Mon- | More on money deposited in court, any law to the 
day in April annually, thereafter, at the library contrary notwithstanding. 
room, under the direction of such persons as Approved, April 18, 1814. 
the present directors and their suecessors may : 
appoint; which appointment shall be at least 
five days previous to the day of election. They 
shall also publish the names of the persons so 
appointed to hold the election, in some newspaper 
printed in the City of Washingtou, at least three 
days previous to such elections being held; the 
polls for whieh shall be kept open from three 
o'clock uniil six o'elock P. M.; and no person 
shall be eligible as a director, or have a right to 


An Act to lessen the compensation for marshals, clerks, 


An Act in further addition to an act, entitled *An act 
more effectually to provide for the national defence, 
by establishing an uniform militia throughout the 
United States.” 

Be it enacted, &c., That, in addition to the offi- 
cers of the militia provided for by the act, entitled 
“An aet more effectually to provide for the na- 
tional defence by establishing an uniform militia 
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throughout the United States,” approved May the 
eighth, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
two, and by an act in addition to the said recited 
act, approved March the second, one thousand 
eight hundred and three, there shall be to each 
division one division inspector, with the rank of 
lieutenant colonel, and one division quartermas- 
ter, with the rank of major; to each brigade one 
aid-de-camp, with the rank of captain; and the 
quartermasters of brigade heretofore provided for 
by law, shall have the rank of captain. And it 
shall be incumbent on the said officers to do and 
perform all the duties which by law and military 
principles are attached to their offices respect- 
ively. 
Approved, April 18, 1814. 


An Act in addition to the act, entitled “An act to pro- 
vide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws 
of the Union, suppress insurrections, and repel in- 
vasions, and to repeal the act now in force for those 
purposes.” 


Be it enacted, ¢c., That courts martial, to be 
composed of militia officers alone, for the trial of 
militia draughted, detached, and called forth for 
the service of the United States, whether acting 
in conjunction with the regular forces or other- 
wise, shall, whenever necessary, be appointed, 
held, and conducted in the manner prescribed by 
the rales and articles of war for appointing, hold- 
ing, and conducting courts martial, for the trial 
of delinquents in the army of the United States. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That in all 
cases in the militia, where an offence is punisha- 
ble by stoppage of pay or by imposing a fine, lim- 
ited by the amount of pay, the same shall be taken 
to have relation to the monthly pay existing at 
the time the offence was committed. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, Thatif any 
delinquent directed to be summoned to appear be- 
fore a court martial for neglect or refusal to obey 
the orders of the President of the United States, 
jn any of the cases recited in the first, second, 
third, and fourth sections of the act, entitled “An 
act to provide for calling forth the militia to exe- 
cute the laws of the Union, suppress insurrec- 
tions, and repel invasions, and to repeal the act 
now in force for those purposes,” passed Febru- 
ary twenty-eighth, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-five, shall be absent when any non- 
commissioned officer shall call to summon him, 
it shall be a sufficient summoning of such delin- 
quent if the non-commissioned officer leave a copy 
of the summons, or a written notice thereof, signed 
by hím, with some person of suitable age and dis- 
eretion, at the usual place of abode of such delin- 
quent, at least ten days previous to the day of ap- 
pearance. And, in case of the non-appearance of 
such delinquent, the court martial may proceed 
with his trial in the same manner asif he had 
appeared and plead not guilty to the charge ex- 
hibited against him. . 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall 

be the duty of the president of any court martial 
for the trial of militia, if required, and upon his 


being duly satisfied that such testimony is mate- 
rial to the trial, to issue his precept, directed to 
any person to be summoned as a witness, com- 
manding his or her attendance at such court, to 
testify for or against the person to be tried, as the 
case may be; and any witness having been duly 
summoned and failing to appear, without a reas- 
onable excuse, shall forfeit and pay a sum not ex- 
ceeding fifty dollars, to besued for and recovered 
in the name of the United States, by bill, plaint, 
or information, in any court of competent juris- 
diction. And if any witness, when called upon 
for that purpose, shall refuse to testify, or shall 
behave with contempt to the court, orif any other 
person shall use any menacing words, signs, or 
gestures, in presence thereof, or shall cause any 
riot or disorder therein, it shall be lawful for such 
court to punish every such offender by imprison- 
ment, for a term not exceeding one month, at the 
discretion of the court. 

Sec. 5. And. be it further enacted, That, for the 
purpose of carrying into execution the sentence, 
judgment, or order of any such court martial, for 
any of the offences specified, in the last clause of 
the preceding section of this act, it shall be law- 
ful for the court to issue an order to any commis- 
sioned officer of militia, not below the rank of 
captain, commanding him to carry the same into 
effect by military force; whose duty it shall be 
to ST the same, and execute the order accord- 
ingly. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That on the 
trial of delinquents, for offences not capital, by 
any such court martial, the deposition of wit- 
nesses taken before a justice of the peace or other 
person authorized to take affidavits to be read in 
any court of record in the State where the same 
shall be taken, may be read in evidence, provided 
the prosecutor and person accused are present at 
taking the same, or are duly notified thereof. And 
further, that the returns of captains or other com- 
manding officers of companies, of delinquents 
draughted or ordered into the service of the Uni- 
ted States, who shall have refused or neglected to 
enter the same, sworn to as aforesaid, shall be 
competent evidence of the facts therein con- 
tained. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person shall wilfully swear false before any such 
court martial, or in any affidavit or deposition 
taken as aforesaid, he or she shall be adjudged to 
be guilty of wilful and corrupt perjury, and shall 
be indicted, tried, and punished accordingly, by 
any court of competent jurisdiction in the State 
where such offence shall be committed. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the 
militia, when called into the service of the Uni- 
ted States by virtue of the before recited act, may, 
if in the opinion of the President of the United 
States the public interest require it, be compelled 
to serve for a term not exceeding six months af- 
ter their arrival at the place of rendezvous, in any 
one year. . 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That regi- 
mental chaplains in the militia, which have been 
or shall be called into the service of the United 
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States, shall receive the same monthly pay and | manner as if he had been actually in the service 


rations as a captain of infantry, with the addition 
of forage for one horse; and, whenever called 
forth into the service of the United States, divis- 
ion quartermasters shall be entitled to the pay, 
emoluments, and allowances of a deputy quarter- 
master general; brigade quartermasters, to the 
pay, emoluments, and allowances of an assistant 
deputy quartermaster general; and regimental 
quartermasters, to the pay and emoluments of a 
lieutenant of infantry, and sixteen dollars per 
month in addition thereto, and forage for one 
horse; division inspectors shall be entitled to the 
pay, emoluments, and allowances of a lieutenant 
colonel of infantry; brigade majors, to the pay, 
emoluments, and allowances of a major of infan- 
try; aids-de-camp to brigadier generals, to the 
pay, emoluments, and allowances. of a captain of 
infantry ; with an addition of sixteen dollars per 
month, and forage for one horse. 


Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the 

expenses incurred, or to be incurred, by marching 
the militia of any State or Territory of the Uni- 
ted States to their places of rendezvous, in pursu- 
ance of a requisition of the President of the Uni- 
ted States, or which shall have been or may be 
incurred in cases of calls made by the authority 
of any State or Territory which shall have been 
or may beapproved by him, shall be adjusted and 
paid in like manner as the expenses incurred af- 
ter their arrival at such places of rendezvous, on 
the requisition of the President of the United 
States: Provided, That nothing herein contained 
shall be considered as authorizing any species of 
“expenditure previous to arriving at the place of 
rendezvous, which is not provided by existing 
laws to be paid for after their arrival at such place 
of rendezvous. 


Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That in all 
eases where a brigade of militia shall be called 
forth for actual service, it shall be the duty of the 
brigade major of such brigade to inspect and 
muster the same, and sign the muster rolls, con- 
formably to the provisions of the act, entitled “An 
act more effectually to provide for the nation- 
al defence, by establishing an uniform militia 
throughout the United States.” If less than a 
brigade be called forth, then it shall be the duty 
of a brigade major of the district wherein such 
militia may rendezvous, to inspect and muster the 
same, and sign the muster rolls: two musters to 
be made in the manner aforesaid, one on the as- 
sembling, and the other on the discharge of such 
militia. If there should be no brigade major in 
the vicinity, the commanding officer may direct 
any officer under the rank of lieutenant colonel, 
whether of the regular troops or militia, to in- 
spect and muster the militia so called forth. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That any 
commissioned officer, non-commissioned officer, 
musician, or private of the militia of the United 
States, who shall have committed an offence 
while in the actual service of the United States, 
may be tried and punished for the same, although 
his term of service may have expired, in like 
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of the United States. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That this 
act be continued in foree for and during the pres- 
ent war, and no longer. 

Approved, April 18, 1814. 


An Act concerning the ‘pay of officers, seamen, and 
marines, in the Navy of the United States. 

Bs it enacted, £c., That the pay and subsist- 
ence of the respective commissioned and warrant 
officers be as follows: a lieutenant other than a 
master commandant, or lieutenant commanding 
a small vessel, forty dollars per month and three 
rations per day; . a chaplain forty dollars per 
month and two rations per day ; a sailingmaster 
forty dollars per month and two rations per day; 
a surgeon fifty dollars per month and two rations 
per day ; a surgeon's mate thirty dollars per month 
and two rations per day; a purser forty. dollars 
per month and two rations per day ; a boatswain 
twenty dollars per month and two rations per 
day ; a gunner twenty dollars per. month and two 
rations der day ; a sailmaker twenty dollars per 
month and two rations per day ; and that the 
pay to be allowed to the petty officers and mid- 
shipmen, and the pay and bounty upon enlist- 
ment of the seamen, ordinary seamen, and ma- 
rines, shall be fixed by the President of the Uni- 
ted States: Provided, That the whole sum to iM 
given for the whole pay aforesaid, and for the 
pay of officers, and that the amount of bounties 
upon enlistment of seamen and marines, shall not 
exceed for any year the amount whicli may, in 
such year, be appropriated for those purposes 
respectively. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the 
President be and he is hereby authorized to make 
an addition, not exceeding twenty-five per cent., 
to the pay of the officers, petty officers, midship- 
men, seamen, and marines, engaged in any ser- 
vice, the hardships or disadvantages of which 
shall, in his judgment, render such an addition 
necessary. 

Approved, April 18, 1814. 


An Act supplemental to an act, entitled “An act for 
ascertaining the titles and claims to lands in that 
part of Louisiana which lies east of the river Missis- 
sippi and island of New Orleans.” 

Be it enacted, &c., That the time for deliver- 
ing notices and the evidences of claims to lands 
as required by the act to which this is a supple- 
ment, be and the same hereby is extended until 
the first day of September next. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the commissioners appointed un- 
der the act aforesaid, to receive such evidences 
as to them may be offered in support of any 
claims which may not be embraced by said act, 
and to report the same, together with those re- 
ferred to in the first section of this act, on or be- 
fore the first day of November next, to the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, to be by 
him laid before Congress at their next session. 
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Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
commissioner for the district east of Pearl river 
and west of the Perdido be and he is hereby au- 
thorized and required to receive and make report 
as aforesaid on all claims to lands lying east of 
the river Tombigbee. 

Approved, April 18, 1814. 


An Act to fix the compensation of the Clerks employed 
in the offices of the Secretary of the Senate and 
Clerk of the House of Representatives. 

t; Be it enacted, §c., That in lieu of the annual 
compensations of the clerks employed in the 
office of the Secretary of the Senate and in the 
office of the Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives, as now fixed hy law, there shall be allowed 
to the principal clerk in each of said offices fifteen 
hundred dollars, and to each of the engrossing 
clerks employed in said offices twelve hundred 
and fifty dollars per annum, to be paid quarter- 
yearly out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That this 
act shall take effect from and after the thirty-first 
day of December, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirteen. 

Approved, April 18, 1814. 


An Act to amend the act laying duties on licenses to 
retailers of wines, spirituous liquors, and foreign 
merchandise, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted, &c., That nothing contained in 
the first seetion of theactlaying duties on licenses 
to retailers of wines, spirituous liquors, and for- 
eign merchandise, shall be construed to extend 
to physicians who kéep on hand medicines solely 
for the purpose of making up their own prescrip- 
tions for their own patients, nor shall any physi- 
cian, surgeon, or chemist, for vending, solely in 
his practice, medicines to his patients, be sub- 
jected to take out license as a retail dealer in for- 
eign merchandise, 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That where 
any collector shall have required any physician, 
surgeon, or chemist, vending medicine exclusively 
to his patients in his practice, to take out license 
as a retailer in foreign merchandise, every such 
colleetor is hereby authorized and required to 
cancel every such license and to repay any money 
received for the same, and in every case where 
the money has not been received to grant a re- 
lease for the same. 

Szc. 3. And be it further enacted, That upon 
the sale or transfer of any licensed still or boiler, 
or other vessel used in distillation, the right of 
using the same, during the term for which such 
license shall remain in force, shall accrue to the 
new proprietor or possessor; entry of such sale 
or transfer having been previously made at the 
office of the collector for the district by the per- 
son selling or transferring the same, and the same 
having been endorsed on the original license. 

Sec. 4, And be it further enacted, That in 
case any still, boiler, or other vessel used in dis- 
tillation, shall-be burnt or otherwise destroyed, 


the collector for the district wherein the same 
shall have been situate, shall be empowered, and 
is hereby directed, to remit such portion of the 
duties which may have been bonded for the li- 
cense granted therefor, and shall, at the time of 
the burning or destruction thereof, remain un- 
paid, as would have accrued for the time between 
such burning or destruction, and the expiration 
of the period for which such license was granted: 
Provided, That previous to such remission, the 
said burning or destruction shall be verified, under 
the oath or affirmation of the owner or superin- 
tendent of such still, boiler, or other vessel, before 
a judge or justice of the peace residing within 
the said district: And provided, That the said 
judge or justice shall endorse on said certificate 
his belief of the facts therein set forth, and that 
the burning or destruction did not arise from a 
fraudulent intent to defraud the revenue, and in 
case of such remission of duties, the license pre- 
viously granted for such still, boiler, or other ves- 
sel used in distillation, shall be of no further 
avail. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That in 
ease any person or persons, to whom a license for 
retailing may be granted, shall die before the 
commencement or during the period thereof, the 
heirs, executors, or administrators of such person 
or persons shall be authorized to retail under the 
same; and any person to whom a license for re- 
tailing shall be granted, may, on application in 
writing to the collector for the district, have the 
same transferred to any other person in the same 
collection district; in which several cases it shall 
be the duty of the collector to endorse on the 
said licenses a certificate of such transfer, without 
which certificate this provision shall be of no 
avail. 

Sec 6. And be it further enacted, That in 
case any person or persons, to whom a license for 
employing a still in distilling spirituous liquors 
may be granted, shall die before the commence- 
ment or during the period thereof, the heirs, exec- 
utors, or administrators of such person or persons 
shall be authorized to employ the same for the 
unexpired period of such license: Provided, An 
application previous to using the same be made 
in writing by the-said heirs, executors, or admin- 
istrators, to the collector for the district, and that 
a certificate of such transfer be endorsed thereon 
by him, without which certificate this provision 
shall be of no avail. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That it 
shall be the duty of any person to whom a license 
for retailing may have been granted, to produce 
and exhibit the same on the demand of the col- 
lector for the district made at the place of retail- 
ing, for refusing to do which said person shall 
forfeit the sum of one hundred dollars. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted. That in 
case of the sickness or temporary inability of a 
collector to discharge such of his duties as can- 
not, under existing laws, be discharged by a dep- 
uty, they may be devolved by him on a deputy : 
Provided, Information thereof be immediately 


communieated to the Commissioner of the Rev- 
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enue, and the same shall be approved by him: 
And provided, That the responsibility of the col- 
lector, or his sureties, to the United States, shall 
not be thereby impaired. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That in 
case a collector shall die, resign, or be removed, 
the deputy in his service, at the time immediately 
preceding, who shall have been longest employed 
by him, may and shall, until a successor is ap- 
pointed, discharge all the duties of said collector. 

Src. 10. And be it further enacted, That all 
letters and packets to and from the Commissioner 
of the Revenue, of whatever weight, shall be 
received and conveyed by the mail, free of postage. 

Approved, April 18, 1814. 


An Act making additional appropriations for the ser- 
vice of the year one thousand eight hundred and 
. fourteen. 
` Be it enacted, $c., That the suth of six hun- 
dred and twenty-five thousand dollars be and the 
same is hereby appropriated for the purpose of 
defraying the expenses which have been or may 
be incurred in building and equipping vessels of 
war on Lakes Ontario and Champlain, to be paid, 
first, out of the balances of appropriations for the 
support of the Navy remaining unexpended at 
the end of the year one thousand eight hundred 
and thirteen, and, secondly, out of the surplus of 
any other appropriation which may, in the opin- 
ion ofthe President, be transferred to that object 
without injury to the public service. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That for 
defraying the expense of additional clerks in the 
Offices of the Secretary of the Treasury, Comp- 
troller, and Auditor of the United States, the fol- 
lowing sums, in addition to the sum already ap- 
propriated, be and they are hereby appropriated: 
For the office of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
the sum of one thousand dollars; for the office of 
the Comptroller, seven hundred dollars; and for 
the Auditor’s office, one thousand dollars; which 
several sums shall be paid out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, in 
addition to the sums already appropriated to those 
objects, the sum of one hundred and eighty-nine 
thousand two hundred and ninety-one dollars be 
and the same is hereby appropriated to pay the 
bounty, subsistence, clothing, and other expenses 
of the marine corps, to be paid out of any mon- 
eys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
sum of one hundred and twenty-two thousand 
seven hundred dollars be appropriated for the 
bounty and pay of seamen for the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fourteen, in addition to 
the sum already appropriated, to be paid out of 
any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
"priated. f 
: Approved, April 18, 1814. 


An Act concerning certificates of confirmation of 
claims to lands in the State of Louisiana. 
He it enacted, §c., That, in all cases where cer- 
tificates of confirmation to lands lying in either of 


the land distriets established by law in the State 
of Louisiana, have been issued agreeably with the 
provisions of the act, entitled “An aet respecting 
claims to lands in the Territories of-Orleans and 
Louisiana,” passed the third March, one thousand: 
eight hundred and seven, and which were directed: 


to be filed with the proper Register of the Land: 


Office within twelve months after date, and on 
claims which are included in the transcript of 
divisions made in favor of claimants and trans- 


mitted to the Secretary of the Treasury, the said 


certifieates shall, in every case where the lands 


have not been already surveyed according to law, 
be by the said registers delivered to the principal 
deputy surveyor of the district, together with the 


| proper descriptions of the tracts to be surveyed, 


wherein the quantity, locality, and connexion, 
when practicable with each other, shall be stated 
at any time after the expiration of three months 
from the passage of this act, (unless the claimant 
shall otherwise specially direct,) whose duty it 
shall be, under the direction of the surveyor of 
the lands south of Tennessee, to accurately sur- 
vey the land at the expense of the United States, 
according to the said certificates of confirmation 
and description, and make general and particular 
plats thereof, which he shall return to the office 


of the proper register, together with the original 
certificates; and it shall be the further duty of 


the said surveyor to make a like return of the 
plats to the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office: Provided, The expense of surveying the 
said tracts shall not exceed that allowed by law 
for surveying the public lands in the said State. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, so 
soon as the said tracts of land shall have béen 
thus surveyed, and the surveys thereof returned 
to the office of the proper register, together with 
the original certificates of the commissioners, it 
shall be the duty of the said register to issue cer- 
tificates in favor of the claimants entitled there- 
to, which he shall transmit to the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, and if it shall appear 
to the satisfaction of the said commissioner that 
the certificates have been fairly obtained, and 
correspond with the transcript heretofore trans- 
mitted to the Secretary of the Treasury, and the 
plats returned by the surveyors, patents shall be 
granted in like manner as is provided by law for 
the other public lands of the United States; 
which patents shall be transmitted hy the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office to the pro- 
per register, to be by him delivered to the claim- 
ants entitled thereto; and the said register for 
delivering the certificates and descriptions of the 
tracts to the surveyor, making out and forward- 
ing the returns to the General Land Office, and 
delivering the patents, shall be entitled to, and 
receive from each claimant, the sum of two dol- 
lars for such patent so delivered. 

Approved, April 18, 1814. 


An Act granting to the President and Directors of the 
New Orleans Navigation Company and their suc- 
cessors, a lot of ground. 


Be tt enacted, €c., That all the right and claim 


or 
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of the United States to a lot of ground in the 
county of Orleans and State of Louisiana, bound- 
ed above by the lands of Don Miguel, and front- 
ing on the bayou St. John, containing one hun- 
dred and eighty feet front and five hundred and 
forty feet back, including the improvements there- 
on, now occupied by the said company, be and 
the same hereby is vested in and conveyed to 
the president and directors of the Orleans Navi- 
gation Company, for the time being,.and their 
successors, for the use and benefit of the said 
company forever. 
Approved, April 18, 1814. 


Resolution for the printing and distribution of an 
additional number of the Journals of Congress, and 
of the documents published under their order. 
Resolved, by the Senate and House of Repre- 

sentatives of the United: States of America in 

Congress assembled, That of the public Jour- 

nals of the Senate and of the House of Repre- 

sentatives, of the present, and every future Con- 
gress, commencing with the present session, and 
of the documents published under the orders of 
the Senate and of the House of Representatives, 
respectively, from the commencement of the pre- 
sent session, there shall be printed two hundred 
copies beyond the number usually printed; of 
which twenty-five copies shall be deposited in 
the Library of the United States, at the seat of 

Government, to be delivered to members of Con- 

gtess during any session, and to all other persons 

authorized by law to use the books in the said 

Library, upon their application to the Librarian, 

and giving their responsible receipts for the same, 

in like manner as for other books. And that so 
nany other of the said copies shall be transmit- 
ted, in like manner as the acts of Congress are 
transmitted, to the Executives of the several 
States and Territories, as shall be sufficient to 
furnish one copy to each Executive, one copy to 
each branch of every State and Territorial Legis- 
lature, one copy to each university and college 
in each State, and one copy to the historical so- 
ciety incorporated, or which shall be incorpo- 
rated, in each State: and that the residue of the 

said two hundred copies be deposited in the Li- 

brary of the United States, subject to the future 

disposition of Congress. 
Approved, December 27, 1813. 


Resolutions expressive of the sense of Congress of 
the gallant conduct of Captain Oliver H. Perry, the 
officers, seamen, marines, and infantry, acting as 
such, on board of his squadron. 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, That the thanks of Congress 

be and the same are hereby presented to Captain 

Oliver Hazard Perry, and through him to the 

officers, petty officers, seamen, marines, and in- 

fantry serving as such, attached to the squadron 

‘under hiscommand, for the decisive and glorious 

victory. gained on Lake Erie, on the tenth of Sep- 

tember,in the yearone thousand eighthundred and 
thirteen, over a British squadron of superior force. 


Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to cause gold medals to be 
struck, emblematical of the action between the 
two squadrons, and to present them to Captain 
Perry and Captain Jesse D. Elliott, in such man- 
ner as will be most honorable to them; and that 
the President be further requested to present a 
silver medal, with suitable emblems and devices, 
to each of the commissioned officers, either of the 
Navy or Army, serving on board, and a sword to 
each of the midshipmen and sailingmasters who 
so nobly distinguished themselves on that memo- 
rable day. 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to present a silver medal, with 
like emblems and devices, to the nearest male 
relative of Lieutenant John Brooks, of the ma- 
rines, and a sword to the nearest male relatives of 
Midshipmen Henry Laub and Thomas Claxton, 
junior, and to communicate to them the deep re- 
gret which Congress feel for the loss of those gal- 
lant men, whose names ought to live in the 
recollection and affection of a grateful country, 
and whose conduct ought to be regarded as an 
example to future generations, 

Resolved, That three months’ pay be allowed, 
exclusively of the common allowance, to all the 
petty officers, seamen, marines, and infantry, 
serving as such, who so gloriously supported the 
honor of the American flag, under the orders of 
their gallant commander, on that signal oc- 
casion. 

Approved, January 6, 1814. 


Resolution relative to the brilliant achievement of 
Lieutenants Burrows and McCall. 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Hepre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Con- 
gress assembled, That the President of the Uni- 
ted States be requested to present to the nearest 
male relative of Lieutenant William Burrows, 
and to Lieutenant Edward R. McCall, of the 
brig Enterprise, a gold medal, with suitable em- 
blems and devices; aud a silver medal, with like 
emblems and devices, to each of the commis- 
sioned officers of the aforesaid vessel, in testi- 
mony of the high sense entertained by Congress 
of the gallantry and good conduct of the officers 
and crew in the conflict with the British sloop 
Boxer, on the fourth of September, in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and thirteen. And 
the President is also requested to communicate 
to the nearest male relative of Lieutenant Bur- 
rows the deep regret which Congress feel for the 
loss of that valuable officer, who died in the arms 
of vietory, nobly contending for his country's 
rights and fame. 

Approved, January 6, 1814. 


Resolution relative to the brilliant achievement of Cap- 
tain fames Lawrence, in the capture of the British 
vessel of war, the Peacock. 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Hepre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Con- 
gress assembled, That the President of the Uni- 
ted States be requested to present to the nearest 
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male relative of Captain James Lawrence, a gold 
medal, and a silver medal to each of the commis- 
sioned officers who served under him in the sloop 
of war Hornet, in her confliet with the British 
vessel of war, the Peacock, in testimony of the 
high sense entertained by Congress of the gallan- 
try and good conduct of the officers and crew in 
the capture of that vessel; and the President is 
also requested to communicate to the nearest rel- 
ative of Captain Lawrence the sense which Con- 
gress entertains of the loss which the Naval ser- 
vice of the United States has since sustained in 
the death of that distinguished officer. 
Approved, January 11, 1814. 


Resolution directing a sword to be presented to the 
nearest male relation of Midshipman John Clark. 
Resolved, by the Senate and House of Repre- 

sentatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, That the President of the 

United States be requested to present a sword to 

the nearest male relation of Midshipman John 

Clark, who was slain gallantly combating the 

enemy in the glorious battle gained on Lake Erie, 

under the command of Captain Perry, and to 

communicate to him the deep regret which Con- 

gress feels for the loss of that brave officer. 
Approved, February 19, 1814. 


